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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES 

^OFFICIAL BEFOBT OF TEE SIXTEENTH SESSION OF THE 
FIFTH LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY). 


VOLUME III—1942 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Monday, 14th September, 1942. 


The As8embl,v met in the Asseinblv Chamber ol the Council House 
in New Delhi, nt Eleven of the Clock, being the First Day of the Sixteenth 
Sessior of llie Fifth Legislative Assemblv, pursuant to Section 63-D (2) 
of the Government of India Act, as set out in the Ninth Schedule to the 
Governnient of India Act, 1035 Mr. President (The Honourable Sir 
Abdur llahiin, K C S I ) was in the Chair. 


\rE\rRKRS SWORN 

The Honourable M.iliK Sii Firo/ Khan Noon K (’ S I , K C I Fj 
(D efence Member). 

The Honourable Sir FdM.ird Charles Bcnthall (Member for War 
Transport), 

The Honourable Dr Bhinir.io Raioji Ambedkur (Labour Member) 
Mr. Frank Reginald Anthony, M.L.A. (Nominated Non-Official); 

Sir Gurunath Venkatesh Bewoor, C I E. M.L A (Secretarv, 
Posts and Air Department); 

Mr John Dawson T\son, C.B E., M.L A (Secretary Department 
of Education, Health and I^ands); 

VIr. Chandulal Madhavlal Trtvedi, C.S.I , C.I.E., O B.E., M.L.A. 
(Secretary, War Department); 

Sir John Hugh Francis Raper, M.L.A (Government ot India. 
Nominated Official); 

Mr Prem Nath Thapar, M.L.A. (Government of India: Nominated 
Official); and 

Mr. Aga Hilaly, M.L A (Government of India: Nominated 
Official) 
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STAKRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

(a) Oral Answers. 

Abolition of the Tblegeaph Office at Manoomukh, Assam. 

1. *Mr, Ananga ^chan Dam: (a) Will the Secretary of the Posts and 
Air Department be pleased to state why the telegraph office of more than 
fift> years’ standing at Manoornulch (Assam) has been abolished? 

(b) Is he aware that tlie Post Office at Manoomukh was a combined 
Post and Telegraph office'^ 

(c) Is li'i uwa--e that there is no other telegraph office within ten miles 
radius of Manoomukh ? 

(d) What IS the criterion adopted by Cto\ eminent in deciding to reduce 
1 he Post and Tch'graph facilities for the public ^ 

Sir Gunmath Bewoor: (a) The teli'giaph liraneh ot the comiimed Post 
and 'I’cdegraph office at Manoomukh ha.s been closed down temporarily as 
the signalling e.stahlishnient of that office was required for employment in 
a more imporlunt office viluns* owing to the mnergencv created bv the 
war, it was essential to keep tlie la (ter open for 21 hours 

(b) and (e) yes 

(d) Due to circumstances created oy the War, it ba.s become neces¬ 
sary to increase the working hours ot certain telegraph offices for defence 
and administrative reasons and us the additional signalling hands reonired 
for the purpose are not readily avadahle from outside, it has been decided 
to withdraw such staff from the less important telegraph office'^, in 
consultation with the local authorities, closing down the telegraph branch 
oi such offices temporarily until more trained liands become available, 

Pandit LakslmU Santa Maitra: Do I understand the Honourable 
Member to say that it is because of the shortage of signallers that these 
telegrapn offices have been closed down? 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor: Yes, Sir The shortage has been caused due 
to the increased working hours of certain offices w'hich formerly worked 
shorter hours aud did not want so many signallers. Now, in war these 
offices have to be kept open for 24 hours for urgent traffic and therefore 
as we could not find' the additional signalling hands required for the 
purpose we have drawn them from the less important telegraph offices, 
but they will be replaced as soon as the men now under training are 
available 

Mr. Lalchand Navalral: Ma\ 1 know from the Honourable Member 
how much was it costing the Government to maintain the tele,graph 
portion of the combined Post and Telegraph Office at Manoomukh? 

Sir Gurunatb Bewoor: I have not got the information at the moment 

Mr. Lalchand Navalral: May T know from the Honourable Member 
which is th<- convenient way for the people to send telegrams or to receive 
telegrams? ^ 
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Sir Gnronatli Bewoor: Is the Honourable Member referring to the Post 
Office at Manoomukh? 

Mr. Lalcliand Navalrai: Yes. 

Sir Ounmath Bewoor: They will have to go to the nearest telegraph 
office or hand over the telegrams at Manoomukh Post Office to be sent 
to the nearest telegraph office by post. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know from the Honourable Member 
how far is that telegraph office from this post office? 

Sir Ourunath Bewoor: Ten miles. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Will the Hcmourable Member give instructions 
that the lelegrams handed over at this post office should be sent at a 
certain time of the day to the nearest telegraph office? 

Sir Gtirnnath Bewoor: That is the arrangement. Sir. The telegram 
18 booked and is sent with the next mail despatched to the nearest tele¬ 
graph office 

Dr. Sir Zianddln Ahmad: May I ask whether he is sure that petrol 
will be available for that? 

Sir Onmnath Bewoor: Tt is sent through runners, or railway which¬ 
ever is available. 

Mr. Ananga Mohan Dam: Is the Honourable Member aware that the 
present I’ostmaster at Manoomukh knows telegraphy also and he would 
be there? What is the justification, therefore, of reducing this facility 
to the public when the present postmaster knows signalling? 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor: I will make an enquiry as to whether what the 
Honoivabh Member states is correct. 

Mr. Ananga Mohan Dam: Is the Honourable Member prepared to open 
the telegraph branch of this post office when the circumstances permit? 

Sir Gnnmath Bewoor: Certainly. 

Fbopaqabda awd Pubucity AcTTvrnBS of thb Agent Generai:, or India 
IN THE UmTBD STATES OF AMBBIOA. 

2. *Mr. K. 0. Neogy: (a) Will the Foreign Secretary please state in 
what official relationship, if any, doea the Agent General of India in 
U. S A. stand with the British Embassy? 

(b) Are “propaganda and publicity among the recognised functions of 
Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai, Agent General of India in the United States? 

(o) Are the activities of Sir Qirja Shankar Bajpai and Mr. Hennesy, 
his Publicity Officer, in this behalf, intended to bring about a good under¬ 
standing between U. S. A. and Indis, and are they in constant touch 
with the Bt- A. Press? 
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(d) Does Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai regularly receive instructions Irom the 
Govemmout of India a? regards the line that he has to take in the matter 
of carrying on propaganda in U. S. A., and does he regularly inform the 
Government of India of hia activities in this behalf and the results 
achievjd thereby? 

(e) Is the Honourable Member prepared to lay on the table the corre> 
spondence that has passed between any Department of the Government 
of In ill and Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai, or his Publicity Ofi&cer, regarding 
their propaganda and publicity work in the U. S. A., since April last’ 

Mr. O. X. Osro«: (a) The Agent General for India in the United 6'tatee 
of America is attached to His Majesty’s Embnssv at Washington 

(b), (c) and (d) Yes. 

(e) No. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May 1 know from the Honourable Member it Sir 
Girja Shankar Bajpai was supplied with a copy of confidential circulan 
of Sir Frederick Puckle in this connection? 

Hr. O. K. Oaroe: 1 would like to have notice of that (pieslion I have 
not hear] of it 

Sardar Sant Singh: May I know whether the Foreign Department m 
uware of the fact that the instructions issued by Sir Frederick Puckle to 
the various leaders to publish statements condemning the Congress move¬ 
ment were communicated to him and he was getting his inspiration from 
those circulars? 

Mr. O. K. Oaroe: I think the Honourable Member should put that 
•question <o the Honourable Member in charge of Broadcasting. 

Sardar Sant Singh: From how man^ Departments oi the Government 
of India does he receive instructions? 


Mr. O. X. Oaroe: He may receive instructions from any Department, 
■e.g.. the Commerce Department. But he works in direct comniunic.ation 
with the External Affairs Department on matters of policy and there are 
many other matters in which he may receive instructions from that 
Department. 

Mr. K. 0. JSttOgy: Although attached to the British Embassy, is he 
working directly under the instructions of the Government of India? 

Mr. 0. X. Oaroe: Yes, If the Honourable Member will refer to a 
previous question which was asked on this very subject, he will find the 
answer ti that question is in the affirmative. 

Mr. X. 0. Neo^: Is the Honourable Member forwarding the suggea- 
tidns as regards his propaganda work in America, as receiv^ from the 
other Departments of the Government of India? 

Mr. O. K. Oaroe: ^On oooasions, yes: on occasions, no. 
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Mr. K. 0. Neogy: With regard to the present political situation, has 
the Honourable Member forwarded the instructions of any Department ol 
the Government of India to the Agent General for being utilised in 
propaganda in America? 

Mr. O. K. Oaioe: 1 have forwarded instruotions from the Gk>vemment 
of ludia on certain occasions regarding publicity and propaganda. 

Mr. K. O. Neogy: With regard to the present political situation? To 
what effect were they? 

Mr. O. K. Oaroe: I am not prepared to disclose those instructions 

Sardar Sant Singh: May I know ii the Honourable Member is willing 
bo forward instructions to Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai to make propaganda 
of the views of the opposition in this country against the American 
writings? 

Mr. 0. K. Oaroe: Views of the opposition in this country against the 
American writings ? 

Sardar Sant Singh: Yes, Sir 

Mr. 0. K. Oaroe: What opposition ami what writings is the Honour¬ 
able Member’referring to? 

Sardar Sant Singh: 1 will try to explain it. The Honourable Member 
knows that there is a very important section in this country who resente 
writings in the American press about India Is he prepared to forward 
them before he sends on these reports? 

Mr. O. K. Oaroe: 1 do not think it is necessary to forward publicly 
expressed views There are many American correspondents in this 
country 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Isn’t it u fact that American correspondents have 
already complained about the rigid censorship which the Government of 
India is exercising over their work? 

Mr. O. K. Oaroe: They have not been under any more than the 
ordinary restrictions. 

Mr. N. M. JoBhi: May I askjf Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai is asked to 
make periodical reports of his activity in the United States to the 
Government of India? 

Mr. 0. K. Oaioe: Yes. Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai does make periodical 
reports. 

ICr. N. M. Joshi: May I ask whether the reports of the other Agents 
of the Government, e.g., in South Affrica and other places publish their 
reports? Will the Government of India be pleased td publish the reports 
from Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai? 
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Mr. 0. K. Oazoe: Confidential reports cannot be published. If the 
.reports relate to publicity, it could be considered. 

Sir Oowas|i Jehangir: The Honourable Member has used the word 
"Instructions” on. several occasions. Does he mean to imply that any 
advice given from India Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai is forced to follow? Are 
they instructions, or advice, or information that is sent from here? What 
does he mean by instnictions? 

Mr. O K. Caroe; The Agtmt tJeneml must be kept properly intoimed 
All diplomatic agents have a v(‘r\ considerable amount of discretion 

Sardar Sant Singh: May T know. Sir. m connection with the reply just 
gi^<‘n l)j the Honourable Member, whether any adverse views can be 
sent at public expense? Is Ihe Honourable Member prepared to assure 
this House, that if some Members of Ihe opposition want to forward the 
real .state of affairs in India, Sir Giria Shankar Bajpai will publish them 
in the American press: or will it not be censored? 

Mr. O. K. Oaroe: I am not prepju-ed to give that undertaking 

Steps for Production and Supply of War Materials. 

3. ‘Sir r. E. James: Will tin* Honourable Member for Sujipl> be 
pleased t > state what steps he has taken since the last Session of the 
Legislative AssernVily 

(a) to increase the production and supply of war materials in India: 

(b) to put into effect the. recommendations of the United St ites of 

America Technical Mission; and 

Ir) to rationalise those industries dealing with essential war require¬ 
ments so as to ensure greater production and more effective 
utili/atioiY of such transport facilities as are available'^ 

The Honourable Sir Horn! Mody: 1 jiropose to give very full- answerii 
to these questions 

(a) The work of the Supply Department being continuous it is difficult 
to give information with precise reference, to a particular starting date. 
The. following are some of the more important developments of 1942 

(i) Dneriorate General of Munitions Production .—Two important addi¬ 
tions to the Ordnance Factories have been sanctioned, and a third is under 
•liscussion with His Majesty’s Government. 

Two scheiTios to increase the production of steel have been decided iqion 
m agreemi’nt with the Steel industry. One of these schemes will expand 
]»resent iirodiietioii by about 25 per cent.; the other provides for the miuiu- 
facture of alloy and tool steels. A third scheme will improve production 
of a category of steel now in short supply. A fourth scheme, still under 
technical evaminnlion, provides for the addition of importint balancing 
equipment. 

A “Civilian Kepair Organisation” for service aircraft has been establish¬ 
ed, and is undertaking a considerable volume of work. 

Assistance has been given to a company engaged on the production of 
aluminium from Indian bauxite 
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Assistance has also been given to a new cable company which up tc 
-darte has made good progress, and is expected to begin production within a 
few months. 

The machine tools required to balance the plant ot live selected machine 
tool manufacturers have been ordered, and His Majesty’s Government have 
agreed to make a team of six technical officers available to organise produc¬ 
tion. 

Plans have been approved, and are being executed, for the provision ol 
alternative industrial capacity in case dispersal becomi's necessary. 

(ii) Directorate General of Supply. —In the cotton textiles group agfice- 
ment has been reuclied with the indus1r\ for the reservation of .'15 ])er eenl. 
■of mill capacity for war work 

In the miscellaneous textiles group an uiipurtaut -^cheMi.- Inr tlu liliii.irc 
reeling of silk has beem .sanctioned .ind is Ix'ing executed Inis scin me 
will more than double present oulpui 

(’lothing prodm tion is lieing sic'pped up rapidl.\ 'I’lie uiamilaclurc in 
lii'dia of slaliidiutes has been esfaldislied Plans lor the iirodnclion of 
barrage balloons in India are being finalised 

The production of leather goods ih ixdng steppi-d u)> with an oiganisa- 
tion similar to that successfully adopted for clotliiiig .\ scheme to double 
the production of army boots has been sanctioned, aiul the nmchinerv js 
being ordered. The export of hides ot the ty^ies lequii’ial by the Dclence 
Services has been prohibited 'IVentx-seven tanneries are being brought 
under special control for this jairpose 

.An important agreement has been naicbed under wbicli exploration for 
fieiroleum will be resumed inmiediatelx 

Progress has been made with the refining (>1 Halixdiistan Snlplnir, 
though iij) to the j,resent the (punitities refined are sinuli The Snlplnir 
rock is being used directlv in chamber plants on a considerable scale .\ 
plsm for the production of carbide in India is being finalised 

The production of an improved stirrup pumji designed m India has been 
■established, and the assembly of trailer pumps in India has been nicreiised. 

Sawmill capacit,' is being expanded by the Timber Directorate, and a 
complete iien sawmill unit is expected from America 

Plant has Ixicn ordercil from \ineri«-a to double the lU'odnclion of army 
biscuits 

(iii) Dirci.toratc Gcnnal of Ship Repairs and Ship Gomtruction. —This 
new organization is faking over ship construction from the Directorate 
General of Munitiops Production -and is also improving the repair facilities 
of India. It has undertaken one scheme at Government ex})cnse for '..he 
provision of a new repair shop, and has assisted a private finn in the execu¬ 
tion of another similar scheme. 

(iv) r.h’t trirol Commi8»ioner. —Orders have been placed for a reserve of 
generating sets and boilers of a well-known type. 

(v) Small scale iudvstnj. —(a) The scheme for the use of small scale 
industry has been developed, and a large number of orders have been placed. 
•Some idea of the volume of jR’oduction obtainable from the organisation of 
local resources is given by the fact that, in one Proxdnee alone, the output 
•of pith'hats has exceeded .<10,000 in one daiy. 
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(b) The report, ot the American Technical Mission was referred to the 
newly constituted War Ee-'ources Clornmittee for further action. Each 
recommendation of the Mission has been carefully examined, and satisfac¬ 
tory progress has been made. Many of the new' developments to which I 
have already referiod were among the jirojecfcs recommended by lire Afis- 
aion, and they arc receiving the Mission’s active support. 

(c) Tn the field of rationalization of industry, the War Resources Com¬ 
mittee instructed the Directorate (Toneral of Suppliy to deal first " itb the 
tanning and boot tnaking»industries and with the rubber manufacturing 
industry ' The tanneries capable of making leather of the qnalit.y required 
for^thc Defence Services are being liroiight under control. The Controller 
of Rublier Manufactures is proceeding gradually with his plans for (he more 
effective us(« of rndia’s supply of vmv rubber 

t)n I lie Munitions Production side, the War llesources t.'ominittet‘ aji- 
proved the ap])ointn'ent of an Additional Director rrenernl to report on the 
pos8ibi]i1\ of rationalizing the general engineering indu.str\. Tlie Addi¬ 
tional Director General (Major General Wood) examined 101 eases, and 
has selected 19 for more detailed examination So\en sclieiries luive now 
bef'n propounded for immediate execution. 

Tn addition to (he rationalization measuies referred to above, llie Jute 
Mills Association were invited by the C'otnnieree Departiiienl to undertake 
certain measures to reduce (heir demands for railway wagons The Assn- 
eiation have introduced ‘i scheme winch is expected to result in ,i considi'i- 
ahle reduction 

Sil' F. £. James: (^in IU> Honourable friend gi\e me details as In tile 
progress (bat has been made in the rntioiiali/ation of the machine tool 


The Honourable Sir Horn! Mody: l<'i\e maelHiie tool makiug plants tire 
going to bo assisted with jilant and equipment from the (Tnited Kingdom 
at Government expense and a teehnieal team is coming out from the Dnilcd 
Kingdom for that inirpnse 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Will the llououruble Member please elucidate 
one of file discoveries oi. the production side which he has made, which I 
would call epoch-making, that he has stopped all export of hides thus 
allowing a large number of hides in this country to la* rotten away’’ 

The Honourable Sir Homi Mody: f am going to answer that question 
presently: but T would only like to say now that T do not claim it either 
as an invention or n discovery 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Hu has described if as an achievement of 
production which he has made; is it a production? 

The Honourable Sir Homi Mody: I was dealing with the activities of 
the department and these activities go beyond merely production; they 
embrace schemes of production, rationaliaation and the like 
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Or. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: It is a negative activity, letting a particular 
article to be rotten away without being of use to anybody. 

The Honourable Sir Homi Mody: My Honourable friend will Oc able 
to satisfy himself presently when he asks his question, whether it is my 
intention to allow hides and skins to rot away or to be utilised to the 
greater benefit of the countr 3 \ 

Mr. LMchand Navalrai: May J know if these schemes which the Honour¬ 
able Member lias mentioned are temporary for the war time only or whether 
they will subsist after the war 

The Honourable Sir Homi Mody: Sotnu achemes will certainly, 1 hope, 
continue to exist alter the war Those schemes which are intended purely 
for the [lurposc of increasing munition [iroduetion may have to be scrapped, 
but these .are questions on which it is impossible to dogmatise at this stage.. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Have these recommendations been oublishcd and 
if HO, hive copu'.H been siippli(‘d to Menibens of this Assembly^? 

The Honourable Sir Homi Mody: A very full suniTnavv has been pub¬ 
lished Tt records all the recommendations 

Sardar Sant Singh: \Vli\ not the tull text be published so that we may 
know the whole thing'* 

The Honourable Sir Homi Mody: The full text, contains confidential 
matter which the Mission themselves wished to be regarded as confidential 

Sardar Sant Singh: Has tlu* ITonourable Member read the full report 
himself ^ 

The Honourable Sir Homi Mody: Whenever 1 have a little time I try 
and do mv johl 

Sardar Sant Singh: Why not the Honourable Member give a straight 
reply—has he read the recommendations as a whole? 

The Honourable Sir Homi Mody: What does the Honourable Member 
think T am here for? 


Steps foe fullest Utilization of all Foems op Teanspoet, oeeatee Use 
OF Peoduorr Oas and propkr Allocation of Prioeitibs fob Foodstuffs. 

4. *811 P. E. James: Will the Honourable Member for Bailways and 
War Tr.<msp( i t bo pleased to state what steps have been taken, or are in 
contemplation, to ensure; 

to) the fullest utilization of all forms of transport-by rail, sea., 
inland. wTters, road and air; 
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(b) tbi' uioater use In- buhos lorries and privaie” ears of producer 
iras. und the production f f iho neceesarv apparatus at a 
rca'jonabie eost; and 

<'ci I'l.- proper alloeaition of priorities for foodstuffs for the civil 
l»opulntion in view of the undouRed hardships now suffered 
in Y:i-rions parts of India particularly by the poorer classes” 


Sir Edward Benthall : (a) The Honourable Member is doubtless aware 
that the new DepartiYuml of War Tratisport, whose creation was announced 
on the nth July lust, was designed to secure the very object mentioned in 
this part of tbe question 'Pbe Dc'pnrtment includes Afajor Ports, Railway 
Priorities, the utilisation ot I'nad .md Inland Water Transport, Petrol 
Rationino and the nst' of Producer '.ms The portfolio of the Member for 
War Transport uK > inelndes the Railway Depaitment, b\it not Civil Avia¬ 
tion and Indian ref^istered sbippinf- The question of Civil Aviation i.s one 
of comnnniieations rather than war transport As regards sea ^vansfort. 
Indian registerc'd shipping is under the Commerce De?)urinicnt, wlnle British 
registered shipping is controlled hv the British Ministry of War Transport. 
The closest I’aison iv maintained lie|v\con the War Transport Department, 
the Comineree Department and (he representatRe of the Alinistrv of War 
Transport in Delhi in dav to dav administration and also through a Central 
Priorities Committee ou whiidi the-e Departments arc nqivesenied 

ih) The (lui'stiou of Hie eoiui'rsiun ot tr.mspoiM vehicles to producer gas 
lias engaged the i idive attention of my Department, and before that, of 
the CominuniiMtioiiv Department, in eonsiiltation with Provincial Croveni- 
rrients, for tbe past .six montlis 1 am glad to .say that (be Madras Cov- 
ernnient has led tin- Ma\ in Ibis matter and by the end ot dmie last luid 
ean'ied tbrongb the eonveision of \ehi<;los I have not up to date 

figures with me, but |tro\mend returns show that throughout British India 
5,.‘177 transport tehieles ha\e been eonverted to produeer gas. Quotas for 
steel have heim ehtained with lln- object of converting a furihei i‘2,00(i 
vehicles by the end of the vear. but whether this programme can he com- 
})leted by the time indicated I am not in a position to say As ])rivate 
cars eonsiinie imicb less petrol than (rnnsjiort vehicles, we devoted our 
atti'Tition in the first instanee to the latti'r, but are now considering hovv 
f.ir we can .illot contiolled steid ioi ciu plants. As regards the price of 
])roducer g.is ]daiits, there have recently been complaints that exorbitant 
prices are being dunged I recognise that this proldem must he uiekled 
and it is reeeiving the attention of ni\ Department 

(e) Tlu! food requireiinmts of Provinces are receiving jirionty During 
the jieriod 5th to 29th .\ngnsl, all Railways were instructed to foncentrate 
on the movement, of food grains, and sugar to the greatest, , vsjlhle 
extent Since then instrnc.tions hm, Issued that special efforts should 
he made to meet the jirogramincs of inter-provincial movements arranged 
by the Wheat (Commissioner and the Sugar Controller, and that endeavours 
should be made to meet the requirenient.s of Provincial (lOvernments on a 
liberal scale, in regard to inter-provincial as well as internal movements of 
all foodstuffs These orders will expire at the end of this month and 
thereafter, after reviewing the food i>osition in the Provinces, we shall con¬ 
tinue to give such priority to the movements of essential foodstuffs os may 
he neoessarv. 
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Pandit Laks hmi Santa Maitra; With regard to part (cj, umy I inquire , 
of the Honourable Member if he is aware that whereas in Bihar ‘ibout ^ixty 
wagons were available for the supply of salt, no wagons were availablt for 
the supply of salt to Bengal ahd a complaint regarding that was made to 
the Honourable Member? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: T believe that the salt position 
in Bengal is satisfactory at the moment 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: I want an ansvier to my question Is 
it not H fact tliat tlie lJonoiiral>le Mcmhcr's Department did not pay any 
attention to ihc Bengal (loNernnienl demand for wagons for the supply 
of salt to thill. pi'oMiicc whereas si\t\ wat'ons linve been made available 
to the Province of Bihar? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: My Departuient was endeavom- 
itig to arrange transpia't of salt b\ se.i .mil, as 1 hiiM, previoiish 
answered, with some '■ia cess a^ llu sail posilion in Peiigal is at 'be 
rnonuint satisfactory. 

Pandit Iiakshmi Kanta Maitra: Is bo aware thui for tlie province of 
Assam no wagon wav a\ailable ha tin viipply ol sugar 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I am not aware ol ihat taclor 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Witb legard to the answei to pan (e) of llu! 
question, will the Honom.ihlc Member ciaisider Iho desirability of includ¬ 
ing a few members ol llu- ()p)ioviii(ai in the Assembly as members of 
ihe Priorities ('oimnillee m \iew of (be l.icl Ihat a gieat deal of dissalis- 
faction has been expressed in regiitd to pnoiities for foodstuffs’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I am afraid that 1 ounnot 
accede to thal request, bill I am always anxious to vei'civc informelion 
•from the public on aiiv shorlagfs of foixlstiiffs. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I Know' from the Honourable Member 
with regard to his answer lo pari (e) of the question, if any proporlion 
or ratio lias lieeii fixed tor ihe allocation of priorities of foodstuffs for 
civil population with regard to the giving of wagons and transport? Has 
any ratio been fixed. <a- any proportion such as, so much will he for the 
general puldie and so imieh for war ]mrposes and so on? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: No particular proportion has 
been fixed, but the priorities organisation is eonstanlly watching the 
position. They are not only asking the railways to give piriorities in 
general to foodstuffs, but are also from lime to time arranging for special 
movements of foodstuffs wherever they may be found necessary. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: May r know whetlier there is any 
agency which is responsible for this alIo<*ation business? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: The Department, acting on the 
advice of the Central Priorities Committee, gives general instructions to 
the railways, or inland water transport as the case mav be, which move 
the goods. 
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Mr. K. 0. Neogy: What is the composition of this priorities organisa¬ 
tion? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: It consists of myself in the 
Chair and representatives of the different Departments of the Govern¬ 
ment including the military authorities. 

Mr. K. O. Neogy: To what extent have the local administration 

authorities of the railways a free hand in regard to the allocation of 

priorities? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: ('onsidcrahle general latitude is 
given to the local railw.-iv authorities to act in ai-cordancc with the 
general instructions wlncli ar»‘ gi\eii to them 

Mr. K. O. Neogy: Wi I the Hoiioiirahle Meinhei be pleased to lay on 
the Table of the House a < op\ ol the general instructions to which he 
has )ust made ri'fcnuice'* 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: No, Sir The,\ arc coustuntlv 
changing Instructions an* given trout day to da\ 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: Ma\ I ask whetliei I he Honourable Member is 

making any effort to co-ordinate the activities of the Departments in 

moving go(xls from one place to another iti older to avoid waste of effort? 
I had heard that sugar from the Deccan is moved to Noidhetn India by 
the military, while the ('nil Departments of the (Joveniinent move sugar 
from Northern India to the Deceaii. thus cansing unnecessary waste of 
effort 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (hwernment gives its atteatiou 
to those sorts ot (|ueslions every day and it w’elcornes information from 
the public on all such eases so that we ma^' be able to adjust tliem 

Pandit Lakshml Kanta Maitra: With regard to the reply to part (b) 
ot the ipicstion, the Honourable Member said that about 5000 motor 
transport vehicles were changed over to [iroducer gas. Is the Honourable 
Member in n position to give us the number of motor-transport vehicles 
in this eountrv and the percentage of those dwven by the producer gas? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: There are about 45,000 trans¬ 
port vehicles in civil us<; in the <•ountry at the present time, and T think 
28,000 of them arc motor buses and 17,000 are lorries. 

Pandit Lakahmi Kanta Maitra: Out of this 45,(XX) transport vehicles, 
the bulk is under the command of the military or is requisitioned for 
military purposes 1 am now asking the Honourable Member what per¬ 
centage of the public transport ve.hieles is avoilnble for transport of food, 
stuffs and other commodities so as to relieve congestion on the railways? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: T cannot answ'er that question 
offhand. 
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Pandit Lal ishm i Kanta Maitra: I am asking if his mind has been 
applied to this question of relieving the congestion on the railways by 
utilising these transport vehicles for transport of foodstuffs? 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenUiaU: During the course of the last 

week, it was the subject of discussion by the Transport Advisory Council. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: May 1 ask whether the Honourable Member’s 
attention has been drawn to the shortage of food m several provinces, 
which could be supplied by facilities of transport ’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Yes. We have, as 1 stated, 
during the last month provided special priorities lor foodstuffs in order 
to meet the demand to which the Honourable M('inb(>r has refeiTed. 

Sir Oowas]! Jehangir: Whal does special pnoritv moan exactly? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Special ])riority in that case 
means priority on a level \\ith or immediately after military movements 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar All: Mu^ I know trotn ihc Honourable Member 
m whose hands is the final decision on priority? Is it with the General 
Manager of the Railways or his nnderlinsR? In whose hands is the 6nal 
decision on the priorities? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: That depends largely on the 
size of the movement in question. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalral: May J know if any sub-agencies have been 
•created in every division of the railways to give facilities of transport m 
local places, instead of getting orders from the central agency? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Yes. that is part of the ordinary 

business of the railways. 

Pandit Lahshmi Kanta Maitra: With regard to the answer to part (a) 
of the question, is the Honourable Member aware that in parts of Bengal 
and Assam and even in Orissa, country boats have been seized? What 
alternative modes of transport have been provided in such cases for the 
transport of foodstuffs, by the Government? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: J am not quite clear what the 
Honourable Member’s precise question is. 

Pandit Lakahmt Kanta Maitra: My question is this. In certain parts 
of Bengal, Orissa and Assam, country boats' have been seized by the 
Government in order that they may not be used by the Japanese in case 
of invasion. Will the Honourable Member give us an idea if any alter¬ 
native modes of transport have been provided in such cases? 

Thei BoncnuaUe Sir Edward BantiiaU: So far from being abolished, we 
have instituted special as to how to make better use of the 

-country boats., 
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Ifr. E. L. C. Owilt: May I ask whether the Priorities Committee la 
represented in the industrial centres? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Yes There are regional priority 
officers in Calcutta, Bombay, and Madras. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur liahiin): Next question. 

Damage to the Postal Department Property resulting from the recent 
Mob Violence. 

6. *Mr. K. 0 Neogy: (a) Will the Secretary of tlie Posts and Air 
Department be plea.sed to nuike as comprehensive a statement as is 
possible on the basis of informalion already available to him, indicating 
the nature Mid extent of damage to the property of the Postal Dep.art- 
meiit as a r('«ult of the recent outbre.ak of hooliganism and^ acts of 
sabotage 

(h) Ilow long was normal communication l>y post, telegraph and tele¬ 
phone interfer'd with in any .area as a result of such sabotage? 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor: (a) Sir, as desired by the Honourable Member, 

1 will try to give as comprehensive a statement as is possible on the 
information so far available, but T hope it will be understood I hat the 
information is neither exhaustive nor absolutely up to date 

A noticeable feature of the recent disturbances in the eoniitry has 
been the numerous attacks on the means of communication. In the 
case of post offices, mobs attacked the buildings, took out the furniture, 
records and forms and burnt or scattered them In a number of cases, 
however, the buildings themselves were set fire to. In some cases, the 
cash and stamp balances in the offices as well as valuable articles were 
looted and apparatus damaged Apart from the attack on post offices, a 
number of letter boxes fixed in public places were stolen or damaged, and 
in other cases acid or other burning material was thrown inside the letter 
boxes damaging its contents. Few cases have occurred of attacks on mail 
runners with resultant robbing of mails, and the work of certain village 
postmen was interfered with in a few places. The total number of post 
offices attacked, as ascertained so far, was approximately 550, of which 
53 were completely burnt down and serious damage was done to about 
200 Over 200 post offices had to be closed down in certain areas as the 
conditions were such that it was felt that the staff could not continue to 
work with safety for the time being 

Telegraph and telephone lines and posts were tampered with in a 
large number of places, both in urban and in rural areas, and in some 
cases the posts were pulled down over considerable lengths. In certain 
cases, the wire was stolen. Some cases have been reported where parties 
which went to repair the lines were either attacked or interfered with by 
mobs and frequently, after repairs had been done, the lines were again 
tampered with. 

It is not possible at present to give any estimate of the total loes 
caused to the Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department as a result of the 
acts of violence committed in different parts of the country. Reports 
received so far indicate that the total loss on account of cash and stamps 
looted is about one lakh of rppees. No estimate can yet be made of the 
loss to the Department caused by the theft of valuable articles and wirea 
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aud by the destruction of, or darimge to, buildings, furniture, lines, wires 
and apparatus. This loss is m addition to the considerable loss of revenue 
caused by the loss of traffic on account of the interruption of the normal 
channels of post and telegraph communications. Account has further to 
be taken of the very grave inconvenience and serious loss caused to the 
general public, and particular^ to the industrial and commercial com- 
munit> and to all business interests. 

(b) The period has varied m different areas according to the extent 
ui the daiuage done and the period during which the disturbances 
continued. Noinial coinimiiiication has now been restored, except in 
certain parts of some provinces, and every effort .s being made to restore 
normal conditions everywhere as soon as practicable 

Sir F. E. James: May I ask my Honourable friend whether he can 
tell us the total number of jiost offices in India and the percentage of post 
offices which have been burnt or attacked*’ 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor: 1 mtoimed the House just now that 550 post 
offices were atlav-ki'd, of which .lO were completely burnt down. 200 were 
seriously damaged. There arc about 25,000 post offices in the country. 

Sir F. £. James: .May I ask my Honourable friend whether he is 
satisfied that the staff of his department has shown loyalty and devotion 
to duty in the discharge of fheir work? 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor: 1 am glad and proud to say, Sir, that the 
department’s staff have stood up to the troubles. They have had to work 
under great difficulties in scattered areas where they could easily be 
over-persuaded or iuliinidnted, but in spite of that I am glad to say 
that the staff has loyally stuck to its work. 


Appointment of a Non-Muslim Stenogbapher in the Research Branch 
OF THE Central Standards Offick fob Railways. 

6. *Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang: Will the Honourable the Huihvuy 
Member be pleased to state whether; 

(a) the Chief Controller of Standardisation, Central Standards 

Office for Railways, by Office Memorandum, dated the 24th 
June. 1942, invited applications for a permanent post of 
Stenographer in the Research Branch of the Central 
Standards Office for Railways in the scale of Rs. 92—3—125; 

(b) it was stated in the said Office Memorandum that, other qualifi¬ 

cations being equal, preference would be given to a candidate 
belonging to the Muslim community or other minority -om- 
mumties; 

(o) the candidates who applied, were tested and a Muslim candidate 
with considerable previous experience stood first in the test; 

(d) in spite of the facts stated in part (c) above, a non-Muslim with 
no previous experience was appointed and the Muslim candi¬ 
date was passed over; and 
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(e) if the uuswer to all the partb above are in the affirmative, whether 
the Honourable the Railway Member proposes to lake steps 
to right (he wrong by cancelling the appointiiicnt of the non- 
Muslim candidate concerned and appoinling the Afiishm 
Candida(e concerned; if not, why not’’ 

The Bononntble Sir Edward BenthaU: (a) and (b). Yes 
(o) 17 out of the 10 candidates who applied were fested, as regards 
the second part the reply is in the negative. 

(d) The candidate who was finally appointed has had previous experi¬ 
ence, mostly in commercial hrms 

(e) Does not arise. 

Mr, lialchand Navalrai: May I know if the recruitment was made 
through the Public Service Commission or through the office? 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU: Through the office. 

Railway Journey Passes issued to Officers and Servants ok the State 
Railways. 

7. *Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ohani: Will the Honourable the Rnih\ i\ 
Member be jileased to state 

(a) the various classes ol Hailway Journey Pusses issued to official' 

and servants of the State-managed Railways and the numb(>v 
of such passes issued every yeai to each grade w'hile in 
service; 

(b) the various classes of Railway Journey Passes issued to officeiv 

of high rank and other servants of the State-managed Rail 
wnys after retirement from Railway service; and 
fe.) the period for w'hieh the officers and men referred to in part (b) 
are entided to such passes? 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU: (iovernment have no information 
regarding the number of passes issued to officials, servants and the retired 
personnel of State Managed Railway'^ On IKe assumption, however, 
that the Honourable Member wishes to know the number of passes nd- 
Tin'^-sible, f lay on the (able a statement of the information required 

Statement. 

(a) The various classes of passes isbued un State-managed Railways are : 

(i) / Clas *. —Gazetted officers, including those holding honoraiv r.inks Matrons 

and Sisters-m-Charge of railway hospitals 

(ii) // Class. —Subordinates drawing not less than Rs 176 p. m, Female em¬ 

ployees irrespective of pay 

(iii) Inter Class —Subordinates drawing between Ra. 76 and 175 p m 

(iv) III C/asa.—Employees drawing less than Rs. 76 p m 

'J'he number of passes admissible to each grade are . * 

No. of sets p. a 

(i) Gazetted officers (appointed before Ist 1 

January 1939) .... 12 ^irrespective of whether on 

Gazetted officers (appointed on or after | home or foreign lines. 

1st January 1939) 6 J 

Matrons and Sisters-in-Charge of railway 
hospiteds 6 including 2 seta over foreign 

lines 
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Xii) Other staff. 

. 2ad to Stb year of service 
6th to 18th year of service 
16th and over .... 

26th year and over (those on old scales of 
pay only) . ' . 

(b) Passes to retired employees on State-managed railways aie issued on the 
following scale per annum, the class being in accordance with the pay on ictnem nt 
(i) Gazetted officers of over 26 years’ 

service ...... 3 sets over home or foreign lines. 


1 1 

2 I including one set over foreign 

3 > lines. 


(ii) Subordinates with not less than—30 

years’ Service .... 
38 years’ service .... 

(iii) Inferior servants .... 


1 set over home or foreign hnes. 

2 sets, including 1 over foreign 

lines. 

Nil. 


(c) For life. 


Mr. Muhammad Azhar All: Is it not a fact that gazetted and neu- 
gazetted staff are provided with metal and card passes respectively for 
travelling on duty? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I think ihat is a fact. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Is it not a fact that the holder of a..xnetal 
pass IS entitled to take his family and the holder of a card pass is not 
so entit'ed^ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benihall: I should require notice of that 
•question. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May T know if the Honourable Member knows 
that these pass rules wore taken into consideration by the Bailway Board 
and by the railway authorities and may I know if the Honourable 
Member will look into the complaints that have been made when the 
final revision is made? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I will certainly inquire 

Reservation for Muslims in the Reorttitment of Teleoraphtsts and 
Telegraph Masters. 

8. *Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: Will the Secretary of the Posts 
-and Air Department please state: 

' (a) whether the Central Postal Circle and the United ProViacps m* 

other Circles have advertised for recruitment of Telegraphists 
and Telegraph-Masters; if so, the total number of persons 
who were recruited as Telegraphists and Telegraph-Masters 
in every Circle; 

(b) the number of such posts reserved for Muslims in every Circle; 

i(c) whether the seats reserved for Muslims in the next recruitment 
of Telegraphists and Telegraph-Masters are in proportion to 
the percentage fixed by Home Department Resolution of 
1934; and 
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u h.B flffention has been drawn to the figures of such 
!^oes in “Sento XVIH, part page 51 of the Beport 
Dr the work oi Indian Posts and Telegraph Departments for 
1940-41; if so, what steps the Department has taken to make 
up the ’deficiency in percentages for Muslims under that 
partiou/ar head of service ? 


Sir Gurunath Bewoor: (a) and (b). A competitive examination for the 
recruitment of telegraphists, clerks and male telephone operators is generally 
held every year in all Postal Circles and advertisements regarding this 
examinnti'iJj uere published recently in all the Circles, Telegraph masters 
are not directly recruited, but are appointed solely by promotion of suitable- 
and quali^iid telegraphists. The authorised number of telegraphists intend¬ 
ed to be recruited ir> each Circle through the forthcoming competitive 
examination :s given in the statement which I place on the table. The 
statement also shows the approximate number of posts reserved for Muslims 
as the ex.act numbers are not readily available. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The reply to the first part is yes; as regard the latter part, the 
Honourable Member is presumably referring to the total strength of the 
cadre of lelegrajihists and telegraph masters. I may explain in this con¬ 
nection that the Home Department Resolution of 1984 applies only to 
vacancies filled by direct recruitment and does not contemplate making 
good existing deficiencies. 


StatemerU showing (a) the authorised Number of Telegraphists intended to be recruited 
through the Competitive Examination and (b) the approximate Number of Posts reserved 
for Muslims. 


Name of the Circle. 


Total number 
to be 
recruited. 


Number reserv¬ 
ed for 
Muslims. 


Bengal and Assam 
Bihar and Orii^sa 
Bombay 
Central 
Madras 

Punjab and N.-W. F. 
United Provinces 
Sind and Baluchistan . 


35 11 

8 1 


7 

33 

46 

21 

3 


2 

17 

3 


Stoppage of Expobt of Raw Hidf. 

9. *JiT. Sir Zlauddin Alimad; (a) Will the Honourable the SuppR 
Member please state whether it is a fact that the Government of IndiW 
have stopped the export of raw hide from India on the plea that the total 
quantity will be required for war purposes? 

(b) What is the annual production of raw hide in this country ? 

(c) What is the quantity which can possibly be tanned for war pur¬ 
poses in this country ? 

(d) In what way do Government propose to purchase the Balance at 
the mwket rates? If so, in what way would they like to utilise this- 
hide ? 
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(e) Will the Hontturable Member be pleased to state under whose 
ftdvice such action was taken by Government which will further deplete 
our export? 

The Honourable Sir Homi Mody: (a) The Government of India have 
stopped the export of hides of a definite range of weights only. 

(b) The annual production of hides in India is estimated at 25-7 million 
pieces, of which only a proportion estimate at 4’7 million pieces comes 
under the ban. 

(c) The potential tanning capacity of India for war purposes is limited 
only by the supply of hides of suitable types and of training materials. 

(d) Government do not propose to purchase the balance, as all iiidea 
can be utilised by the tanning industry in the country whether engaged 
on war supply work or not. The civilian demand for leather of all qualities 
is large and there exists a considerable demand for tanned leather the 
export of which is still permissible. 

(e) The decision to prohibit the export of hides of specified types was 
taken by the Governor General in Council on the advice of bis experts. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddiu Ahmad: la it a fact that the Notification issued b) the 
Supply Department in July clearly said that the exports of all kinds of 
hides is pTohibited? 

The Honourable Sir Homi Mody: It is not the case The Notification 
did specify the types of hides. I have before me a copy of the Notification 
which clearly lays down the various categories of hides. I shall read the 
items in the Export Control Notification: 

(i) Wet salted cow hides (trimmed according to trade justom) from 

115 lbs. to 28 ]bs. 

(ii) Dry salted or dry (arsenicated or otherwise) cow hides (trimmed 

according to trade custom) from 6 lbs. upwards, 

(iii) Wet salted buffalo hides (trimmed according to trade custom) 

front 25 lbs. upwards. 

From this, my Honourable friend will see that the categories which are 
sought to be brought under control were clearly defined. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin .^mad: May 1 ask whether the hides from 13 to 28 
were required for war purposes and purchased for tanning ? 

The Honotuable Sir Homi Mody: Yes, I think so. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddiu Ahmad: Is the Honourable Member sure of his figures 
that the total production is only 25 million pieces and not over 50 million 
pieces ? 

The Honourable Sir Homi Mody: I have taken my figures from the 
report on the marketing of hides, which shows the total production as •25*7 
millon pieces.and the various categories which are left without any control 
are all but 4*7 million pieces. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddiu Ahmad: Is it the total production or only particular 
grades ? 
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Tho Honourable Sir Homi Mody: All grades of hides. 

br. Sir Ziauddin Ahmnd: M\ Honourable friend is> not correct in his 
figures. Has he consulted the Commerce Department on this matter before 
taking any action ? 

The Hoiiourable Sir Homi Mody: The draft Notification was forwarded 
to the Commerce Department and issued by them after concurrence. 
Since an adjcurnment motion has also been tabled, perhaps the necessity 
for difecuasing it may be avoided if 1 give some mOre information on this 
point. The Deputy Director General had called a Conference of the 
Adviser Tanning and Leather Industries, the Adviser on Hides, the two 
.Directors concerned with tins matter and the Industrial Planning Officer. 
Unfortunately, the Adviser on Hides was unable to be present. The 
Deputy Director Gen8ral, however was able to see the Hides Adviser 
the day after and he quotes below an extract from his note recording the 
discussions. 1 will read it out: 

■‘I aiEo showed the Hides Adviser the Order which we h.iie loqiU'^trd the Coninieice 
l).?paitnient to issue prohibiting the export of certain types ot hides and of leather. 
In the mam, the Hides Advisei considered that the correct types of hides had been 
included in this Order. He felt however that it would bo po.ssible to exclude some 
types of hides from this prohibition without affecting in any way the types tf 
supplies required by Government. I have asked him to e.xsnnne tae order carefully 
and to let us have lus suggestions as to the types of hides which could be excluded ” 

The question was further discussed with the Hides Adviser .is well as 
the Chairman of Hides Shippers Association, Calcutta The result of 
these discussions is that we have agreed to examine the possibility of rela.\- 
ing the total prohibition in respect of certain of the hides nicludcd m this 
Order and io permit their export under licence. It i.s hoped to be able 
to arrive at a dei'ision within tlie next few day,s. 


Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: The note which my Honourable friend has 
just read out does nql convince me because it only says that he is jnilled 
hy one man He did not say definitely what was the opinion of the Com¬ 
merce I)ep.artineiit on this point. 


The Honourable Sir Homi Mody: The control of any commodity wlneli 
as required strictly for war purposes is a matter for the Supply Department. 
The Commerce Department are consulted with regard to questions which 
affe'fc the general interfests of the commercial or the industrial comnuinitv 
and they were consulted in this case. 


Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ah^d: But not the prohibition and export. May I 
oibk if the Honourable Member is aware that a very large number of hides 
are rcallv lying at Dacca and they are allowed to rot and which cannot 
be used by his Department and which have, in fact, by the order of his 
Deiiartment. been stopped and thus the wealth of the country is wasted ? 


The Honcurable Sir Homi Mody: I api not aware of any such thing. 
If, however, that is the case, then we are jirepafed certainly to examine 
it. All that my Honourable friend has got to do is to send the facts ^ 
to me officially. 
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Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: These facts have already been supplied to 
the HonotiraDle Meirber by means of various notices by the Associations 
of Hides aiui Skins It js generally interpreted that bis orders were 
Mjijply intended to Jiarm the depressed classes and the Mussulmans. 

The'Honourable Sir Horn! Mody: I did not think I had any particular 
bias against th;; depressed classes 'or the Mussalmans. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: The depressed classes and the Mussalmans 
are the only per.^ou', who are interested in this industry, and who are 
affected by his ordinance. 

Damage to the Postal Depabtment Phopeety resulting from the 
RECENT Mob Violence. 

10. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya: (a) Will the Honourable 
Member for Posts and Air be pleased to state the names and number cf 
post offices, province by province, burnt down and damaged between 
10th and 3Ui August, 1942. on account of mob violence? 

(b) Has the norm.nl work of Postal Department been restored" 

(c) How ui£iu\ post boxes were damaged and destroyed during tlie 
iiforesu'd period ui djlterent provinces? 

(d) Wu.it would be the approximate financial loss to the Department 
I airsed by suoli damage and destruction of Post Offices, Telephone and 
Telegrajiii eonntetions and by the looting of mails during transit, and on 
account of burning of Post Offices and destruction of boxes? 

(e) Have normal conditions been restored and the delay in transit of 
Telegrams and Trunk Galls been remedied? 

What precautionary and preventive measures have be<n taken ro 
pre.C'iit repetita u of ■similar disturbances to postal department in future? 

Sir Ourunath Bewoot; (a) to (e). I regret that the detailed informa¬ 
tion asked for b\ the Honourable Member is not readily available and 
cannot be collected without undue expenditure of labour, especially at a 
time when all loetil authorities are busily engaged in restoring normal 
conditions. I wmuid, however, refer the Honourable Member to the com¬ 
prehensive statement which I have just made in reply to a question by 
Mr. K. C Neogv 

(f) Provincial .'.ulliorities who are responsible for law and order have 
been and are taking all the necessary precautionary and preventive measures 
by every means open to Goivernment under the law, including the enforce- 
ineut pf joint icspensibility, 

DXmage to Railway Property resulting from the recent Mob 
Violence. 

11. *Mr. ,,^inarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya: (a) Will the Honourable 
Member for Railwais and War Transport be pleased to state ,in detail 
the damage done to the different Railways in India, Province by Province, 
as a result of the unrest created by the arrest 'of Congress Leaders ? 

(b) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to state the extent of 
damage in lineal measure, t.e., in yards and miles, and in money value 
as well ? 
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(c) For }io\v long had such damages to be left unrepaired and for how 
long had the normal running of trains to be postponed? 

(d) Have all such damages been repaired and all normal running of 
trains been resumed 

(e) How many railway stations have been damaged and burnt down 
and wluti was the extent of damage ? Have they been restored ? What 
■was the fijuineial loss on account of such damages to stations and what 
amount has been already spent, and what is the estimated budget, f' v 
reconstruction of such damaged stations? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Betithall: (a) to (e). It has not yet been 
possible to compile detailed information of all the damage caused to Indian 
Eailwavs bv tlio civil disoliediencc movement, but from available informa¬ 
tion over 2o0 stations have been damaged to a greater or lesser degree 
and there have been many instances of tampering with the track which 
have resulted in at least 24 derailments of trains. Many empty passenger 
vehicles have been burnt and gowls wagons looted and damaged. 

The greater part of the sabotage occurred in Northern Bihar and the 
eastern districts of the United Province. ' 

No estimate of the cost of the damage to the railways has yet been 
prepared, but it is not likely to be less than one crore of rupees. 

The restoration of the track has received first consideration, and m 
niosr. areis this has already been accomplished. Other repairs are being 
and will be effected as early as possible. 

Pandit Lakshmi Eanta Maitra: Did the Honourable Member say that 
the figures relating to damages to railway tracks caused by the civil dis¬ 
obedience movement could not be readily ascertained, and the figures and 
the position that he has given relate to those caused by recent distur¬ 
bances? Did he say that? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: That is so. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Is the Honourable Member aware that the 
damage mighc have been done by discharged railway servants who have 
got grievanct 3 against the Kaihvays? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall; That is possible, but we have 
no evidence at all that the railway servants in the employ of the railways 
have had anything to do with the destruction. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Is it not a fact that some station masters 
have been found with currency notes that had been looted from certain 
stations m the vicinity of Gorakhpur? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall; I am aware of that fact. 

Sir Syed Baza Ali: Is the Honourable Member in a position to say 
how many of the 250 stations damaged or burnt are on the B. N. W. 
Railway ? 
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The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Sir; 1 do not propose to go into 
4he details of the exact number of stations burnt on a particular railway 
.'Or of sections of the railways as that would be information which would 
-be valuable to the enemy. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know from the Honourable Member 
whether this number includes the sabotage committed in Sind by the 
Hurs who are out to disturb the tranquillity there? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: No__special consideration was 
given, to that fact. - These figures are general figures. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar All: Will the Government take this suggestion 
that a Committee of this House or of some non-official members of the 
local places wheFe these atrocities have been committed be appointed to 
inquire into these cases of sabotage? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): That does not arise 
out of this question. 

Extent of Dislocation in War Transport rbscltino erom the recent 
Mob Violence. 

12. *Mr Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya: (a) Will the Honourable 
Member for Railways and War Transport be pleased to state how far the 
damage of railway track all over India affected war transport during the 
period between 10th August and 3l8t August? 

(b) What steps have been taken to ease this condition to enable war 
transport to be run normally? 

(e) What steps have been adopted to speed up war transport to make 
mp the delay caused b.y such mob violence on railway tracts? 

(d) What precautionary and preventive measures have been taken to 
rendijr repetition of such mob violence impossible in future? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a), (b) and (c). A temporary 
setback to war transport was experienced but ibis was rapidly overcome. 
This has been done chiefly at the expense of the travelling public by the 
curtailment of passenger services. 

(d) Preventive measures are the responsibility of Picvincial 
Governments and steps are being taken to obviate such disturbances in 
future by every means open to Government including the imposition of 
, joint responsibility in districts through which the lines run. 

Pandit Lahshml Eanta Maitra: Is the Honourable Member aware that 
a portion of the track between Delhi and Mughalserai is intact? If that 
is so, will the Honourable Member tell us why a sufficient number of 
passenger trains are not running on that track? Only one train is allowed 
to run froi.i Mughalserai to Delhi. 

Tha Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: In these times it is necessary 
to give priority to goods. I am sorry for those passengers who will ‘suffer 
.RB a result of these disturbances. 
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Mr.'K. C. Neogy: The Honourable Member referred to the joint respon- 
whieti has been enforced in certain areas. Is the HonouraWe 
..\lenibei' in a 2 )osition to indicate the legal authority on which such joint. 
resix)nsil)illt\ is being enforced? 

The Honourahle Sir Edward Benthall: No, Sir. That question should, 
1 think, he addresed to another Department. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: What does the Honourable Member mean actually 
bv “,]oint i’t's])onsibility” m tliih context'? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: The collective responsibility of 

the UkmI inhabitants 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: That is exactly what I wanted to know. Under 
vint ,uithoiil\ has such responsibility been enforced*’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: That, Sir, is a question whiclv 
should be addressed to another Department. 

Sir F. E. James: Is my Honourable friend satisfied with the loyalty of 
all grufhs of llie railway staff in the face of very great provocation and in. 
many eases danger? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: That question arises on the next 
question, but I should like to take this opportunity also of saying that no 
praise could be too high for the conduct of the railway servants. I am not 
aware that there have been any resignations at all. 

Complicity of Railway Labour and Employees in causing Damage to- 
Railway Property. 

13. '^Mr. Amareudra Nath Ohattopadhyaya: (a) Will the Honourable 
]Mcmh«r tui Railways and War Transijort be pleased to state if the Rail- 
laljonr wa^ involved in injuring the railway tracks in conspiracy with 
the political parties'? It so, did the Railway Board approach the Railway 
Unions \vi!h a Mow to bringing about a reconciliation between employees 
and Unions " 

(b) How many people belonging to the Railway service have beeu found 
to liav 3 sout? active share in the burning and damaging railway tracks andi 
stations ? If none, were the damages to railway offices, stations and tracks 
done by ouUirle mobs'.' If so. how many have been arrested and sent for 
trial ? 

Tne Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) The reply to the first part 
is m th3 negative so far as I am aw-are. The second part does not arise, 
but I may mention that the majority of Railway unions led by the All - 
India Railway men’s Federation have impressed on railway labour the 
necessity for railway servants to stick to their posts under war conditions 
however difficult. 

(b) As regards the first part, none so far as I am aware. The reply to:^ 
the second part is in the affirmative. As regards the third part, I have no» 
Information. 
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(b) Written Answers. 

Heetings and Function or the Supply Committee. 

14. •Mr. Amareadra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : (a) Will the Honourable 
Member for Supplv be pleased to state the function of the Supply Com¬ 
mittee ? Is it to lay down the general policy of the Department, the 
policy of employment in the Department or the policy of fixing quantum 
of supply to be made by different Provinces? If not, what nature of 
business tho Supply Committee has to do or discuss at their meetings 
from tiu'e to time at different centres? 

(b) How many meetings of the Committee were held during 1941 and 
1942 and .it what places and for hou many days? 

The Honourable Sir Horn! Kody: (a) I take it the reference is to the 
Standing Committee attached to Supply Department. The attention of 
the Honourable Member is invited to the Notification of the Government 
of India in the Home Department No. F49, dated the 22nd August, 1922, 
as subsequently emended, a copy of which is available in the Library of 
the House T)A Standing Committee works in accordance with the rules 
laid down in that Notification. 

fb) Six meetlng^ were held in 1941 and three have so far been held in 
1942. The business of every meeting was concluded at one sitting. Of 
these nine meeliugs., one ivas held at Calcutta, two at Bombay, two at 
Simla anri four at New Delhi, 

Recruitment of Trainees fob Appointment as Deputy Assistant 
Controllers of Purchase. 

16. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya(a) Will the Honourable 
•Member for Supply state whether it is^not a fact that there was a recruit¬ 
ment of trainees as Deputy Assistant‘Controllers of Purchase? Was the 
recruitment for these trainees advertised? If so, in what newspapers’ 
How maay applied, how many were recruited and out of the recruited 
number how many were technical men and how many non-technical ? How 
iiuiiiy liad business training already and how many were raw men from 
Colleges or schools? Of the total number, how many were Moslems? 

(b) Is there any proposal for pecruiting fresh trainees for Deputy Assist¬ 
ant Controllers of Purchase appointments? If so, have all the trained 
men besn absorbed? When will fresh trainees be taken again? Is it 
the policy of the Department to take recruits from outside instead of 
promoting men already working in the Department? 

The Honourable Sir Homi Mody: (a) and (b). Recently a class waa 
opened for training candidates for appointment as Deputy Assistant Con¬ 
trollers of Purchase. Applications were not invited by advertisement but 
candidates M^ere selected from the list of those who had appeared in, 
the I. C. S. and other competitive examinations but had failed to get in. 
Applications received in response to advertisements published from time 
to time for regular posts of D. A. C. P. and from other sources were 
also cc.usidered 80 candidates were interviewed out of whom 46 were 
selected, for appointment as trainees. ■ Out of these 45, 22 were Muslims 
and 25 belonged to other^ommunities. 10 of these 45 candidates com¬ 
prising t'i'.':) Muslims and eight others, declined the offer. The class was 
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thereiore continued with 35 candidates consisting ot 20 Muslims and 15 
members of other communities. Seven of these candidates had technical 
qualifications and five were Government employees. All of them have 
since qualified but one Muslim has declined the appointment. The result, 
therefore, h.ib been that 19 Muslims and 15 members of other com¬ 
munities have been finally appointed. 29 of these 34 candidates have 
already been absorbed in regular \acancies while the remaining five are at 
present employed as supernumeraries. It is hoped that they will also be 
absorbed in regular vacancies in the near future. The question whether 
a fresh batch of tiainees should be recruited or not has not yet been 
taken up. Departmental promotions are a common feature, but all the 
vacancies cannot be filled by promotion ns we must periodically infuse 
new blood into the administration. 


STATEMENTS l.AID ON. THE TABLE. 

Information jivomiscd in rephj to unstoi'red question l^'o. 20/1, ashed hij 
Pandit Lalshmt Knnta Maitru on the 28th October, 1941 

WaOR PEniODS FIXED IN LoCAL /\jtEAS ON STATE RAILWAYS UNDER THE 

Payment of Wages Act. 


^Statement showing the particutan of wnge penods fixed under section 4 (7) of thr Pat/nunt of 
Wages Act, 1936. 

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY. 

Particulars of staff in respect of which wage periods Wage periods fixed, 

have been fixed. 


G) Headquarters office staff 

(2) Office staff under D. S.‘s and Extra Divisional 

Officers including Works Managers, Loco, and C. & 

W. Shops and in other factories. 

(3) S. T. Es. . . . . . . 

(4) Controllers 

(6) Workshop staff in Moghalpura. -Fheluin, Dhilwan 
and Raiwmd. 

(1) All Station staff 

(2) All superior staff of Loco., O. & W'., Engineering, 

Medical, Electric, Signal and Interlocking Branches. ^From 3rd to 2nd of the following 

(3) Inferior staff of Medical Branch . . . .J month. 

1) Loco. Running Staff ...... \ From 8th to 7th of the follow. 

{ 2) Traffic Running Staff . . . . . . / ing month. 

(1) Labourers and inferior staff of Loco , O. & W., En- "j 
gmeering, Electric and Signal, and Interlocking j 

Branches. ^From 16th to 14tli of the follow- 

42) Labourers and inferior staff of the Track Depots, I ing month. 

Sukkur, Ghaziabad and Baiwind. J 

inferior staff and labourers of the Bridge Engineering From 12th to 11th of thefollow- 
Braneh. " ing month. 


■Calendar month, i.p., Ist to last 
date of a month. 
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EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY. 
(Now known as Bengal and Assam Railway.) 


Staff in the offices of or under the control of officers 
named below. 

1. General Manager 

2. Chief Engineer . 

3. Chief Mech. Engineer 

4. Chief Accounts Officer 
6. Traffic Manager . 

6. Chief Medical Officer 

7. Statistical Officer 

8. Signal Engineer . 

9. Asatt. Signal Engineer, Saidpur 

10. Executive Engineer, Calcutta 

11. Executive Engineer, Kanchrapara 

12. Executive Engineer, Paksey 

13. Executive Engineer, Saidpur 

14. Executive Engineer, Lalmonirhat 

15. Executive Engmeer, Katihar 


16. Engineer-in-Charge, Harclinge Bridge 

17. Engineer-in-Charge, Quarries, Calcutta 

18. Bridge Engineer, Calcutta 

19. Distt. Traffic Supdt., Calcutta 

20. Distt. Traffic Supdt., Chitpur 

21. Distt. Traffic Supdt., Paksey 

22. Distt. Traffic Supdt., Doraohani 

23. Distt. Traffio.£updt., Katihar 

24. Distt. Traffic Supdt., Dacca 
26. Marine Superintendent, Paksey . 

26. .Superintendent, Watch Sc Waid, Sealdah 

27. Dy. Chief Mech. Engr., Shops, Kanchrapara 

28. Dy. Chief Mech. Engr., Electrical, Calcutta 

29. Distt. Carr. Sc Wagon Supdt., Calcutta . 

30. Distt. Loco. Supdt., Calcutta 
• 31 . Distt. Leco. Supdt., Paksey . 

. 32 . Distt. Loco. Supdt., Lalmonirhat 
. 33 . Asstt. Loco. Supdt., Dacca 

34. Works Manager, Carr. & Wagon, Kanchrapara 

35. Works Manager, Loco., Kanchrapara 

36. Works Manager, Kanchrapara 

37. Distt. Elec. Engr., Saidpur, South, Kanchrapara 

38. Distt. Elec. Engr., North, Saidpur 

39. Distt. Controller of Stores, Calcutta 

40. Distt. Controller of Stores, Halishar 

41. Distt. Controller of Stores, Saidpur 

42. Distt. Medical Officer, Calcutta 

43. Distt. Medical Officer, Kanchrapara 

44. Distt. Medical Officer, Saidpur 

45. Distt. Medical Officer, Lalmonirhat 

46. Controller of Stores, Calcutta 


Wage periods fixed. 


Calendar month, i.e., 1st to last 
date of month. 


^Calendar month 16th to 15th. 


Calendar month and 16th to 
10th. 


)■ Calendar month and llth to 
■ 10th. 


^Calendar month. 


> Calendar month and 16th to 
15th. 


^ Calendar month. 


I Calendar months and 16th to 
r 15th. 


^Calendar month. 


B. B. & C. I. RAILWAY. 

Staff in the offices of or under the control of officers 
named below. 

The General Manager .... 

Compilation Officer ..... 

Junior Accounts Officer, Bombay 
Deputy Chief Accounts Officer (Traffic), Ajmer 
Th*> Chief Medical Officer, Bombay . 

Th^ OontroUer of Stores, Mahalakshmi 
‘^e Superintendent of Storee, Ajmer . 

The Xiooo. Sc Carriage Supdt., Parel 
The Oarriage Works Manager, Parel . 


Wage periods fixed. 


Ist date to last date of a 
calendar month. 
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Staff in the offices of or under the control of officers 
named below. 


Wage periods fixed. 


The Divisional Bled. Engineer (Loco.), JBombay 


The Distt Loco. & Carr. Supdt., Parol 
The Distt. Loco. & Carr. Supdt., Bulsar 
The Distt. Loco. A; Carr. Supdt., Ahmedabad^ 
Tlie Distt. Loco. & Carr. Supdt., Gangapur 


The Loco. & Carr. Supdt., Ajmer 


. 1st date to last date of a calon* 
dar month for all staff exclud¬ 
ing carriage staff. 11th of a 
month to the lOth of the 
following month for Carriage 
staff. 

. 'l 1st date to last 'date of a 
. I calendar monthfor office staff' 
y and 11th of a month to the 
I 10th of the following month 
I for Shed, Running and Trains 
J Examining Staff. 

1st date to last date of a 
calendar month. 


The Divl. Bleed. Engmeer (Loco ). Ajmer . . 1st date to last date of a 

calendar month for office 
■staff and Workshop staff., 
21.st of a month to the 20th 
of the following month for 
out station staff. 


The Distt. Loco. & Carr Supdt., Mhow 
The Distt. Lo<‘o. & Carr. Supdt., Bandikm 
The Distt Loco. & Carr. Supdt., Delhi 
The Distt. Loco. & Carr. Supdt.. Abu Road 
The Dy. Chief Traffic Manager (Claiiits) and in his ab- 
sence Asstt. Traffic Supdt. 

The Distt. Traffic Supdt., Grant Road 
The Distt. Traffic Supdt, Bulsar 
The Distt. Traffic Supdt , Ahmedahad 
The Distt. Traffic Supdt.. Ratlam 
The Distt. Traffic Supdt. Kotah 
The Goods Agent, Carnac Bridge 
The Watch & Ward Supdt , Bombay 
The Superintendent of Telegraphs, Ajmoi 


1st date to last date of a 
calendar month for office 
staff and 11 th of a month to 
the loth of the following 
month for shed. Running and 
Tram Examinmg Staff. 


Tlie Dist. Traffic Supdt.. Delhi 

Tlie Distt. Traffic Supdt , Abu-Road 

The Distt. Traffic Supdt, Bandikm 

The Distt. Traffic Supdt., Fatehgarh . •. 

The Distt. Traffic Supdt., Mhow 

The Asstt. Traffic Supdt. (Branches), Alunedabad 

The Traffic Supdt , Ajmer 

The Chiet Electrical Engmeer, Bombay 


f ist date to last date of a 
calendar month. 


The Divl. Klecl. Engineer (Power), Bombay 


The Asstt. Elecl Engineer (Power), Doliad 


The Divl. Elecl. Engmeer (Powei), Ajmer . 
The (Uiief Enginoer, Bombay 


The Executive Engineer, Bombay 
The Executive Engineer, Baroda 
The Executive Engineer, Allahabad . 
The Executive Eiigineer, Ratlam 
The Executive Engmeer, Kotah 


. "I 1st date to last date of a 

calendar month for office 

staff and electrical shop staff, 
.V 21st of a month to the 20th 
of the following month for 
labour staff other than shop 
. .staff. 

Ist date to last date of a 

calendar month. 

I lst date to last date of a 

calendar month for office 
staff. 2l8t of a month 
to 20th of the, following 
month for (labour staff' 
including the oonservancjr 
staff. 
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staff in the offices of or under the control of officers Wage periods fixed, 

named below. 


The Engineer-in-Chiefi Ajmer . 

The Executive Engineer, Bandikui 
The Executive Engineer, Ajmer 
he Executive Engmeer, Abu Road . 

The Executive Engineer, Mhow 
The Executive Engineer, Eatehgarli 
he Executive Engineer, Sirsa . 

Tho Assistant Engineer, Phulera 
The Assistant Engineer, Beawar 
The Assistant Engineer, Sabarmati 
' The Assistant Engineer, Nee/much 
The Assistant Engineer, Muttra 
The Assistant Engineer, Delhi 
The Deputy Chief Engineer, Signals, Bombay 
The Divisional Signal Engineei', Bulsar r 
The Signal Engmeer, Ajmer 
The Divisional Engineer, Kotah 
The Divisional Engmeer, Bombay 


. . let date to last date of a 

calendar month. 

} lst date to last date of a 
calendar month for office 
staff, 2l8t of a month to the 
20th of the following month 
for labour staff including tho 
conservancy staff. 


V2l8t of a month to tho 20th 
I of the following month for 
I conservancy staff. 

^ Ist (late to last date of a ealeii- 
}■ dar month for office staff, 21st 

J of a month to the 20th of tho 
following month for lahoiir 
staff. 


EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 

Particulars of staff m respect of which wage periods<have been fixed. Wage period fixed. 


1. Divisional Superintendent’s Office, Howrah .... Calendar month. 

2. Divisional Superintendent’s Office, Traffic .... Do.- 

3. Divisional Superintendent’s Office, Loop Section . . . Do 

4. Divisional Superintendent’s Office, Loco Section . . . Do. 

5. Divisional Superintendent's Office, R. S. ... . . Do. 

6. Divisional Superintendent’s Office, Way and Works Do 

7. Divisional Superintendent’s Office, D. S. E. . . . Do. 

8. Divisional Accounts Ofti«e . . . . , Do. 

9. D.'S. Office Ticket Checking staff ..... Do. 

10. A. S. W. Office No. 1, Howrah ... . . Do 

11 A. S. W. Offioo No 2, Howiali ...... Do 

12. Block Signal Inspector ..... Do. 

13. Signal Inspector, Howrah .... Do. 

14. Train Controller, Howrah . . . . . > . Do. 

15. Inspector, Watch and Waid. Howrah and Liilooah Do 

16. Telegraph Office, Calcutta, Hoad Signaller . Do. 

17. Running Shod Staff. Superior Including Indian Audit School 

Teacher, Howrah ........ Do. 

18. Running Shed Staff. Superior including BDC, BWN, IX’.l Do 

19. Rimning Shed Staff. Superior including RPH, AZ, SBG, Jmp. Do. 

20. D. S. Office and Traffic Inspector, Trollynxan, HWH, RPH, 

BDO, BWN, JMP, AZ, & SBG. Do. 

21. A. S., W.^s Office, BWN, RPH, SBG & JMP . . Do. 

22. S. I. & B. S. I.’s Office, SBG. Do. 

23. D. M. O.’s Office, Howrah ..... Do. 

24. Sub Assistant Officer, Mam Line Section HLO, BDC, BWN, 

M.QU, UDL. Do. 

' 25. Sub Assistant Officer. Loop Section, RPH, SBG &, AZ . ' Do. 

26. Inspector. Watch & Ward, BWN, BDC * JMP . Do. 

27. Ferry Superintendent’s Office, SBG . . . ' Do. 

28. C, T. I.. P. W. I.. M. T. 1. S.-T. I. T. L. I., Howrah Do. 

: 29. Do. BDO, BWN. RPH, SBC. JMP, AZ . . . Do. 
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Particulars of staff in respec t of which wage periods have been fixed. Wage periods flxed^ 

30. School Staff, RPH, BDC, BWN & SBG .... Calender month. 

31. Lorry Garage staff . . ..... Do. 

32. Loco. Running Staff, Indian E. & A. I. HWH. . Do. 

33. Loco. Inferior staff, Howrah ...... 5th to 4th. 

34. C. & W. Training Examining Staff, subordinates, HG. Coach 

& LLH S. Yar<l . Do. 

35. Loco. Inferior, BWN, BDC. DCJ, RPH, AZ, SBG, JMP Do. 

36. C. & W. Sub. and Menials, DCJ, BDC A BWN Do, 

37. Shalimar Gate Staff ........ Do. 

38. Howrah Goods S. Q. Rs. entire R. R. Cooks LLJH . Calendar month. 

39. E. & A. I. Indian Guards, BDC, BWN, Loop Section, RPH, 

AZ SBG, JMP, & SBG. Do, 

40. Guards Auxy. BDC, BWN, RPH & AZ. . . . . • Do. 

41. Sunday Bonus bills Engineering Department, Upper Sub Staff Do. 

42. Sunday Allowance bills of W. & W. Staff .... Do. 

43. Overtime bills under hours of Employment Rules C & W. Loco. 

Staff ... . Do. 

44. Do. Station Staff... ... Do. 

45. Chitpur Box Cooly . '. Do. 

46. T. C. Staff temporary JMP. ...... Do. 

'47. T. C. & T. E, E. Temporary Howrah .... Calendar month 6th to 

4 th. 

48. Loco.Rg. StaffE, & A. I. Indian BDC, BWN, E.IC, RPH, 

SBG, JMP&BGP. .... Do. 

49. C. & W. Tram Exammmg staff Menials Howrah Goods, 

HTXR, LLH, Sorting Yard. CSaching (Carriage Fore¬ 
man) . . . .... Do. 

60. Hoad Trains Clerk, DCJ. ...... 8th to 7th. 

^1. W. & W, Inferior staff, HWH, LLH, BDC, BWN & JMP . Do. 

52, C. & W, Sub, & Menials, SBC. RPH; AZ & .IMP . . 6th to 4th. 

63. Howrah Goods Staff Sub. . .... 8th to 7th. 

54, Goods Accountant Staff . .... Do. 

56. Train Staff ...... Do. 

66. Traffic Deptt. Station Subs. Howrah ..... Do. 

67. Ferry Crews ......... Do, 

68. Calcutta City Booking Offices ...... Do. 

69. Overtime pay sheet of C. & W'. staff .... 6th to 4th. 

60. T. C. & TTE staff BDC, BWN, RPH, SBG, BOP, AZ & 

JMP.. 8th to 7th. 

61. Sahibganj Station ....... Do. 

62. LL to SHE and SHE to TAK.Do. 

63. Goods Supervisor Menial Staff..Do. 

64. C. Y, M. Menials ....... Do. 

65. Belg. A, S.-Ms. Clerks and Reserve Force Menials, HWH, 

BDC & BWN. Do 

66. Do. RPH, AZ. SBG, JMP & BGP ...’.■ Do’. 

67. Station Menials ....... Do. 

68. Guards R. R. Staff ........ Do. 

69. TTE & T. C. Howrah.Do. 

70. Station Paysheets (Road side). . Do. 

71. Do. BGP, RPH, BDC, BWN, JMP, AZandMGP Do. 

72. Sunday allowance of HWH, IVAE, SHM * Salkia Do. 
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Partioulan of staff in respect of which wage period have been fixed. Wage period fixed. 


73. E. & A. I. Indian Guards Main Line Sec., Howrah . 11th to 10th. 

74. S. W. T. Guards, Howrah ... . . . Do. 

75. Engg. Labour Staff under P. W. I., Howrah . 16th to 16th 

76. Engg. Labour Staff, Rajbandh & Construction. . Do. 

77. Engg. Labour Staff, Gurup. Do. 

78. Engg. Labour Staff, Rampurhaut ..... Do. 

79. Engg. Labour Staff, Colgong ...... Do, 

80. Engg. Labour Staff, Dhulian Ganges .... Do. 

81. I. O. W., Rampurhaut. Do* 

82. A. S. W., Reunpurhaut. Do. 

83. P. W. I., Nabadwip. Do. 

84. I. O. W., Howrah ........ Do. 

85. Workshop Foreman, HWH ...... Do. 

86. Bridge Inspector, HWH....... Do. 

87. Sanitary Inspector, HWH ...... Do. 

88. L. P. S. of Welder Office ...... Do. 


90. A. S. W., Howrah No. 2. 

91. Trollymen under S. S. W., Howrali 

92. P. W. I., Lillooah . 

93. P, W, I., Bandel . 

94. P. W. I., Bolpur . 

95. P. W. I., Azimganj 

96. P. W. I., Pakur . 

97. P. W. I., Bhagalpur 

98. I, O. W., Azimganj 

99. I. O, W., Hooghly . 
lOOr I. O. W., LLH. . 

101. I. O. W.. Bally 

102. Sanitary Inspector, Bandel 

103. L. P. S. of Punkha Pullers 

104. Paysheet of Chairman SW (U) 

105. Labour Engr, Staff under Surveyors 

106. A. S, W., BWN. . 

107. P. W. I., BWN. . 

108. P. W, I.. Sahabganj 

109. A, P. W. I. JMP. . 

no. I. O. W., Burdwan (U) . 

111. I. O. W., Burdwan <L) . 

112. I. O. W., Sabahganj (U) 

113. I .0. W., Sabahganj (U) 

114. I. O. W., Jamalpur 

115. Sanitary Inspector, Burdwan . 

116. Signal Inspector, Howrah 

117. Do. , Bandel 

118. Do. , Sahibganj . 

119. A. S. W., Sahibganj 

120. B. S. I., Sahibganj 

121. Do. Howrah 

122. A. B. S. 1., Bandel 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

17th to 16th.- 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

16th to 16th., 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do, 
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Asansol Division. 

-Particulars of staff in respect of which wage periods have been AVage period fixed, 
fixed. 

1. All office staff .('alondar month. 

2. Watch & AVard (*Snbordinate staff) .... Do. 

* 3. Medical .staff • . ..... Do. 

4. Railway Magistrate’.s Office staff and Court Clerk at Asansol Do. 

5. Elec. Department (Subordinate staff) . . . Do. 

0. All School .staff (Indian and European) - . . Do. 

7. Inspectors of all categories .... . Do. 

8. Indian & European Drivers and Shod staff . Do. 

9. Chairman ol Surveyors and of Mining Adviser at Dhanbad . Do. 

10. Guards ... ..... 6th to 5th. 

11. Train Examiner ... . . Sth to 7th. 

12. Watch and Ward (Menials) ...... 11th to 10th. 

13. Station Staff . . . . Do. 

14. Relg. Staff . .... .Do. 

15. Elec. Dept. (Labour staff) . . . ^ . Do. 

16. Engg. Labour staff. .... 16th to 16th. 

Ditwpore Division. 

1. All office staff attached to the Divl. Supdt.’s Offite, Dina- 
pore. D. A. O.’s Office, Dinapoi*e, A.' S. Ws., Dinapore, 

Moghalserai, Gaya, Patna and Dehn^on-Soue; ^lodical 
Staff and AVatch .and Ward Staff up to the rank of Hd. 

Watchman and Engg. Artisan staff ..... Calendar month. 

2. ISuropean Loco Rg. & Shed Staff and Traffic Running 

staff . . ^ . . . . ... Do. 

3. Traffic staff other than Rg. Staff . . . 6th to Sth. 

4. Watch and AVard Labour staff . ' . . Sth to 7th. 

6, Indian Loco Rg. and Shed staff ..... 11th to 10th. 

6, TXR Staff . .... 16th to 16th. 

7. Engg, Labour Staff ....... 2l8t to 20th. 

Allahabad Division. 

1. Divl. Supdt.’s office staff ...... Calendar month. 

2. Divl. A 'Cs. Office Staff Do. 

3. Control Office staff. ....... Do. 

4. All Inspectors ..... Do. 

6. All medical staff ..... Do. 

6. All Carriage and Wagon staff . .... Do. 

7. All Watch and Ward Subordinate staff .... Do. 

8. All European and Indian Loco. “ Shed staff ” . Do. 

0. All Guoids at Moghalserai, Allahabad, Mirzapur. Do. 

10. Indian and European Rg. Staff, Cawnpore . , , 2nd to 1st. 

11. Indian Rg. Staff at Allahabad ..... 6th to Sth. 

12. Traffic staff (stn. staff. Goods Shed staff, etc., of all Sta¬ 
tions) .Sth to 7th. 

13. All AA^atch and Ward Inferior staff ..... Do. 

14. Indian and European Loco, Running staff, Tundla . . 10th to 9th. 

15. AU Indian Loco. Shed Inferior staff .... ^thtq'lOth. 

16. All Eag;g. Labour staff . . . . ' . . 16th to 16th. 

17. Europeian running Staff at Allahabad . , . . 18th to 17th. 

18. Guards at Oawnpore, Fatehpur, Hathras, Tundla, Phap-^ 

hund, Farukhabad, GhazUtoad ... . ' 291>h to 28th. 
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■Partieulara of staff in respect of 
which wage-periods have 
been fixed. 


Wage-periods Kxed. 


Workshop Accounta, Lucknow. 

1, Works Manager,,C. & W., AMV staff.■) 

'2. Works Manager, Loco., CB staff ..... t Calendar Mouth. 

•3. D. C. O. S., CB & AMV staff. 3 


Workshop Accounts Office, Tatanagar. 

All staff at Tatanagar . . ’ . . . . . Calendar Month. 


Audit Control of Accounts Offileer (EXP). 

1. B. R. I.,UpperDn. FY? & ALD . 

2. B. R. I., PD., MGS. 

•3. B. R. I., Lower, Madhupur .... 
4. I. 0. W., Hd. Qrs., Calcutta .... 
.fi. Manager, Signal Shop, Howrah 

18. A. B. E. Curves ...... 


16th to 15th. 
21st to 20th. 

Do. 

Calendar Month. 
Do. 

Do. 


Audit Control of Accounts Officer (Establishmeni). 

Chief Engineer, Sub. & Inferior staff 
Signal Works staff, Howrah 
Bridge Plant Depot staff, Moghalsarai 
Bridge Inspectors ....... 

Chief Mechanical Engineer’s Office, Sub. & Inferior staff 
Chief Commercial Manager Office staff 
Cash and Pay Deptt. staff, Calcutta 
Inspector of Accounts .... 

Chief Electric Engineer Office staff, Calcutta 
Traffic Accounts Office staff, Howrah 

C. M. O.’s staff, Hd. Office 
Ticket Supply Sec. staff, Howrah 

Outstanding Section staff, Howrah ... 
Printing Supdt. staff at Calcutta & Howrah and Pri 
Wortohops staff .Calcutta, Labour staff, HowrcJi 
Farashes and conservancy staff, Calcutta , 

Liftman, Calcutta ...... 

Operating Deptt., Coal Bill Section staff, Calcutta 
Oakgrove School (Sub. & Menials), Jharipcuii 
Accounts Dppt. (Genl.). Including Colliery Accounts, 
Accounts and Press Accounts 
Controller of Stores Office staff, Calcutta . 

D. C. O. S...Offioes staff at Lillooah and Howrah 
General Manager’s Office, Central Registry Office & Dy. 

General Manager (P.’s) Office at Calcutta 
A. B. P. staff, Calcutta .... 

C. O. P. S. Office staff, Calcutta .... 
Railway Bates and Advispry, Calcutta and T. A. O.’s Office 
staff, Calcutta . . . ^ . 

Watch A Ward staff, Calcutta 


inting 


VCalendar Month 
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Particulars of staff in respect of 
which wage-periods have 
been fixed, 

Lthckfiow Divibion. 


Wage-periods fixed. 


1. Accounts staff. D. S. Office staff including menials, all T. Is., 

B. T. Is., M. T. Is., Traffic apprentices. Weigh Bridge 
Inspector, F. I. O. (Pump), P. T. Is., T. L. Is., S. T. I., 

Controllers, D. M. O. Office, LKO, Watch and Ward Office, 

Lucknow, A. S. W. Offices, Surveyors, Shed Offices . Calendar Month. 

2. Loco, and Traffic Kg. staff (other than LKO Hd. Qrs.) 6th to 6th. 

3. Station staff Relieving, Medical other than the D. M. O. ’s Office, 

Watch & Ward outstation, T. T. Es. .... 8th to 7th. 

4. Loco. & Carnage Superior & Inferior Shed staff other than 

cleaners ........ 11th to 10th. 

5. Loco, and Traffic Reg. staff Lucknow Head Quarters . . 16th to 16th. 

6. Eng. staff, t.e., P W. Is., I. O Ws., with clerical staff and 

Gangman, etc. ... . . 18th to 17th. 

7. Cleaners . ... ... 6th to 6th. 


Moradabad Divisiotx, 


1. Station staff and Relieving staff 

2. Watch and Ward staff (Inferior) 

3. Engg. staff except A. S. W.’s Office 

4. All other staff 


9th to 8th. 

8th to 7th. 

16th to 16th. 
Calendar Month. 


Jamalpxit Worknhopn. 


1. D. M. E s Office stuff (Superior & Inferior) . . Calendar Month. 

2. Asstt, Elec. Engineer (Superior & Inferior) . . . Do. 

3. District Cnifrolier i>f Stores (Superior <& Inferior) . Do. 

4. Workshop Medical Office (Supi-i lor Ar Inferior) . . . Do, 

5. .\11 Rly. Schools at .lamalpur (Superior & Inferior) . . Do. 

0. W. A. Os. & S. A. Os. Offices (Superior Sc, Inferior) . Do. 

7. .\n workshop labour staff including Apprenticas and Sub- 

Supervising staff . . . Do. 


hilloonh Workshops 


1. D> . Cliief Mech. Engineers Office Btaff. LLH. . . . Calendar Month. 

2. Asstt Elec. Engineer’s Office staff, LLH. . . Do. 

3. Moch. W'orkshop staff . . Do. 

4. Mech. Workshop staff, Oudal . .... Do. 

5 E. <fc A I. Day School staff, Ldlouali . . . Do. 

6. Mech. Apprentices, Lillooah , . . Do. 

7. Workshop Medical Office staff, Lillooah . . . Do. 

8. Electrical labour staff at Lillooah and Outstations . Do. 

9. Workshop Accounts Office staff, Lillooah . . . Do. 

10. Stores Accounts Olficc staff. Lillooah .... Do. 

11 Workshop Tiaiiici»s. Lillooah ...... Do. 


G. I. y. Railway. 

Particulars of staff in respect of Wage-periods fixed-. 

M Inch wage-periods have 
been fixed 

All staff except Running staff. Engineering Gangs and Tivsction Calendar Month 
staff. 

Running staff .... • . . Uth to 10th. 

Traction -^taff and Enguieering Gangs.19th to 18th. 
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hiformatioji promised in reply to starred question No. 52 asked by Sardar 
Sant Singh (on behalf of Mr. Lalchand Navakai) on .the 30th October, 


mi. 


Lists OF Wan Eequirements, Articles Manufactured and Drugs 
Produced in India, 

Note. —It should be noted that items in the vocabularies of Ordnance and Medical 
Stores include a considerable number of “common user ” stores, i.e., stores which all 
branches of the Defence Services require. Certain branches such as the Engineer-m- 
Chief, Naval Headquarters and Air Headquarters have in addition specialized require¬ 
ments towards which India makes a considerable and increasing contribution; but as 
these specialized requirements vary more directly with operational needs thon do common 
user items, it is not practicable to indicate what percentage of them is found ih India. 


Vocabulary 

Section. 


Approximate 

niunber of headings Approximate 
in Section, i.e., total percentage 
Class of stores. munber of items of items 

imported and produced 

indigenous. in India 


A.—OrdkanOb Stores. 


A-1 

Accoutrements ..... 

600 

85% 

A-2 

Anti-gas stores ..... 

160 

90% 

B-l 

Small Arms and Components . 

883 

■*1% 

B-2 

Small Arms Accessories, Tools and pack¬ 




ages ....... 

443 

92% 

B-4 

Rides, Muskets and Bayonets other than 



service pattern. 

150 

100% 

C-1 

C-2 

^Machine Guns. Mountings, etc. . 

/1,600 
\1,150 

30% 

8% 

C.3 

Bicycles and Components 

600 

10% 

D-1 

Harness and Sawldlery .... 

1,200 

85% 

D-2 

Horse, Pony and Mule shoes . 

60 

85% 

E-I 

Hand carts, wheeled stretchers, all horse- 



drawn vehicles and components . , 

660 

100% 

E-2 

Pontoon and Bridging equipment 

150 

5% 

E-3 

Lifting and Transporting Apparatus 

190 

63% 

E.4 

Coast Defence items .... 

20 

20 % 

F 

Tools and Machinery 

3,100 

66% 

G-1 

Ironmongery ..... 

1,400 

43% 

G-2 

Metals ..... \ . 

1,000 

70% 

H-1 

Oils, Paints and Chemicals 

360 

97% 

H-2 

Cordage and Textiles .... 

360 

93% 

H-3 

Timber, hard and soft woods . 

00 

100 04 

H-4 

Packing cases and crates 

60 

99% 

J-l 

J-2 

^Camp and tentage , , . . , 

r680 

\150 

99% 

K 

Barrack and Hospital Stores . 

1,000 

90% 
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^Vocabulary 

Section. 

Clas.9 of stores. 

Approximate 

number of headings Approximate 
n Section, i.e., total percentage 
number of items of items 

imported and produced 

indigenous. in India. 

3 4 

A.— Ordnance Stores — -contd. 

!M-1 M. L. 2" Mortars. Complete equipments 




(Ordnanro and Sight) .... 

2 

100 % 


Components •— 

Ordnance . ..... 

70 

lOOo/o 

100% 


Miscellaneous ..... 

10 


M. L. 3" Mortars. Complete equipments 
(Ordnance, Mounting) .... 

2 

Nil. 


Components .— 

Ordnance ...... 

4 

Nil. 


Mountings ...... 

80 

Nil. 


Miscellaneous ..... 

24 

4% 

M-2 

Q. F. S'"" A. A. Guns. Complete equip¬ 
ments (Ordnance Mounting and Plat¬ 
form) . . . . . 


Nil. 


Components — 

Ordnance . . ... 

150 

Nil. 


Mountings . .... 

860 

Nil. 


Platform .... 

200 

Nil. 


Miscellanoous ..... 

, 300 

Nil. 


•Q. F. 4-5'' CD/A. A. Guns. Complete 
equipments (Ordnance, Mountings and 
Carnage Transporting) 

3 

Nil. 


<’!omponents :— 

Ordnance ..... 

200 

Nil. 


Mounting.s ..... 

1,900 

Nil. 


Carnage Transporting .... 

1,000 

Nil. 


3" 20 Cwt. Equipment. Complete equip¬ 
ments :— 

Ordnance, Mounting and Platform 

4 

Nil. 


Components •— 

Mountings ..... 

138 

100 % 


Ordnance ..... 

72 

100 % 


Platform ...... 

61 

100 % 


Miscellaneous ..... 

120 

87% 


Q. F 40 M. M. Bofors — 

Complete equipments •— 

Ordnance, Mounting and Platform " 

4 

Nil. 


Components :— 

Mounting ...... 

210 

Nil. 


Ordnance ...... 

234 

Nil. 


Platform ...... 

246 

Nil. 


Miscellaneous ..... 

320 

Nil. 

M-3 

Spares common to Arty. Guns or Car¬ 
riages ...... 

1,200 

99% 

N-l 

Field Artillery Guns and Carnages, IS.Pdr. . 
Complete equipments :— 

Ordnance, Carriages, Trailers andKeooil 
System ...... 

24 

100 % 


Components •— 

Ordnance .... 

80 

100 % 


Carnages and Trailers .... 

1,000 

96% 
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Vocabulary 

Section. 

1 

Class of stores. 

Approximate 

number of headings Approximate 
in Section, i.e., total percentage 
number of items of items 

imported and produced 

indigenous. m India. 

3 4 


A.—Obonanoe Stores— contd. 

4-0 Howr. 

Complete equipments :— 

Ordnance Carriages, Trailers and 

Rocoil system .... 11 

100 % 


Components :— 

Ordnance ...... 

50 

100 % 


Carriages and Trailers 

700 

99% 


6-Pdr. 

Complete equipments •— 

Ordnance Carriages, Trailers and Plat¬ 
forms ...... 

6 

NIL 


Components :— 

Ordnance ..... 

100 

NiL 


Carriages and Trailers . 

700 

Nil. 


13-Pdr. 

Complete equipments:— 

Ordnance Carriages, Trailers and Re¬ 
coil system ..... 

5 

100 % 


Components ;— 

Ordnance ..... 

20 

100 % 


Carriages and Trailers ... 

300 

99% 


Components common to 13-pdr. 
18-pdr. and 4'6'Howr. 

500 

100% 

N-2 

Light and Mountain Arty. Guns and Carri- 
ages. 

1,200 

100% 

N-3 

6-pdr. Anti4ank^ 

Complete equipments:— 

Ordnance ..... 

I 

100 % 


Carriage ...... 

1 

10 % 


Components :— 

Ordnance ..... 

100 

100 % 


Carriage. 

498 

100% 

N-4 

Old pattern equipment . . 

800 

100% 

O 

M«divm Artillery. 

60-pdr. 

Complete equipments:— 

Ordnance. 

1 

NiL 


Carriage. 

1 

NU. 


^ Oonjponeints — 

Otrdnanoe. 

50 

100% 


Caitisges ^. 

450 

99% 
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Vocabulary 

Section. 

1 

Class of stores. 

2 

Approximate 
number of headings 
in Section, i.e., total 
number of items 
imported and 
indigenous. 

3 

Appro.vunate 
percentage 
of items 
produced 
in India. 

4 

6. 

A.—^Ordnaitob Stores— contd. 

6' How.— 



Complete equipments:— 

Ordnance .... 

1 

Nil. 


Carriage ..... 

1 

Nil. 


Components:— 

Ordnance .... 

80 

100% 


Carnage ..... 

816 

99% 

P. A T. 

Posts and Telegraphs Stores 

700 

90% 

P-2 

6" Mk. VH, VII Qun on Mkt. II and 

V 



Mountings — 

Complete equipments 

Ordnance .... 


Nil. 


Mounting .... 

2 

NU. 


Components :— 

Ordnance .... 

126 

100% 


Mountmgs . ... 

925 

99% 


7-5' — 

Complete equipment:— 

Ordnance .... 

1 

Nil. 


Mountings .... 

., 1 

NU. 


Components:— 

Ordnance .... 

90 

100% 


Mountings 

090 

100% 


12-pdr.— 

Complete equipments .— 

Ordnance .... 

1 

Nil. 


Mountmgs .... 

1 

Nil. 


Components:— 

Ordnance .... 

60 

100% 


Mountmgs .... 

120 

100% 

Q-l 

Fuzes, Tubes and Primers, etc. 

60 

60% 


S. A. A. fuzes Tubes, Primers, etc. , 

. 65 

7S% 

Q-2 

Drill Ammunition .... 

90 

90% 

K-1 

Gun Ammunition , , ‘ , , * 

. 90 

77% 

R.2 

Drill Ammunition .' 

124 

9»% 

S-l 

B. L. and Coast Defence Ammunition 

34 

88% 
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Vooabulary 

Seotion. 

ClasB of stores. 

2 

Approximate 

number of headings Approximate 
n Section, i.e., total percentage 
number of items of items 
imported and produced 

indigenous. in India. 

3 4 

a-2 

A.—Ordnance Stobeb— oontd. 

Drill Ammunitioo ..... 63 

!*3% 

T-l 

Explosives, ancillaries. Mortar Aimnuni* 
tion and Mines ..... 

60 

60% 

T-2 

Drill equipment .... 

80 

75% 

U 

Magazine stores ..... 

60 

95% 

UDLOS 

Laboratory equipment 

300 

90% 

V-l 

Instruments Angle of Sight 

1 

Nil. 


Instruments components 

50 

Nil. 


Binoculars ...... 

3 

5% 


Binocular components .... 

800 

25% 


Clinometers ... . . 

6 

70% 


Clinometers components .... 

46 

80% 


Director ... 

4 

N%1. 


Director components 

140 

3% 


Oun Rules ... . . 

3 

100% 


Oun Rule components .... 

25 

100% 


Height and Rsmgefinder .... 

1 

NU. 


Height and Rangefinder components 

25 

Nil. 


Periscopes. 

3 

NU. 


Periscopes components .... 

80 

Nil, 


Predictor .... 

4 

Ntl. 


Predictor components 

765 

Ml. 


Sights Dial .... 

1 

Ml. 


Sights Dial components .... 

200 

20% 


iitands Instrument ... 

18 

100% 


Stands In.strument components 

365 

100% 


Telescopes ...... 

11 

Nil. 


Telescopes components .... 

160 

Ml. 


Paralleloscopes ..... 

1 

Ntl. 


Paralleloscopes components 

X%1 

Ml. 

V-1 

Other miscellaneous components 

760 

70% 


Range-finder ...... 

4 

Ml. 


Range-finder components 

265 

Ml. 

'V-2 

Surveying and Drawmg Instruments anil 
Watches ...... 

1,700 

41% 

w.i 

Field Works, Mmmg, and Water Supply 
Stores . 

700 

30% 

W.2 

Electric cable and wires Primary cells and 
Miscellaneous Electric stores 

800 

5% 

X 

Search lights, Generating sets and General 
Electric light stores .... 

1,000 

10% 

Y 

Signal Stores. 

1,200 

20% 

, Z 

Wireless equipment .... 

7,000 

1-4% 







40 


LEaiSLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


[14th Sept. 1942: 


Vocabulary 

Section. 

Class of stores. 

Approximate 

[lumber of headmgs Approximate 
n Section, i.e., total percentage 
number of items of items 

imported and produced 

indegenous. in India. 


1 

2 

3 

4 



A.—OitD>'ANCE StoBES - COTlcld. 



UA 

CB 

CC 

CD 

CE 

CP 

CG 

CH 

CJ 

CK 

CR 

•All clothiAg stores . 

520 

660 

95 

60 

16 

60 

18 

17 

30 

200 

99% 

100% 

99% 

84% 

100% 

92% 

100%. 

100% 

100% 

100% 

76% 



B. — Medical Stores. 



1 of the 
P.V.M.S 

Drugs ...... 

403 

68 % 

2 


Vaccines and Sera .... 

17 

53% 

3 


Aseptic Furniture .... 

77 

100 % 

4 


Audcsthetic Appliances . 

81 

70% 

6 


General Instruments and Appliances 

490 

78% 

0 


Ear, Nose and Throat Apphances and 
Instruments . ' . 

276 

66% 

7 


Eye Instruments and Appliances 

153 

46% 

8 


Fracture and Orthopeedio Equipment 

96 

98%. 

9 


Gynsecological and Obstetric Instruments 

60 

66%. 

10 


Dental Equipment .... 

440 

42%. 

11 


Post-Mortem Equipment 

13 

100%, 

12 


Surgical Dressings .... 

39 

86 % 

13 


Ligatures ..... 

25 

20 % 

14 


Nursing Appliances 

85 

85%. 

15 


Dispensary Appliances 

68 

86%. 

16 


Laboratory Appliances . 

246 

50%. 

17 


Laboratory Stains and Chemicals 

no 

42%. 

18 


Biological Reagents 

104 

100%. 

19 


Hygiene Appliances 

22 

100% 

20 


Hygiene Chemicals 

17 

76%. 

21 


Anti-Malaria Equipment 

37 

62% 

24 


Veterinary Instmmenta and Appliances 

168 

86% 
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Infoi inatioiL promised in reply to unstarred question No 26 ashed hij 'Mr. 
Lalchand Navaltai on the 5th November, 1941 . 


Appiikxticf Permanent Way Inspectors on North Western Bailway 
DEPRIVED OF EeNT-FrEE QUARTERS. 


(a) App)'entice Permanent-way Inspectors, recruited prior to 1st August, 1928, when 
placed in charge of definite works, could bo allowed the use of railway quarters, free 
of rent, if quarters were vacant and available, but had no claims to free quarters, or 
rent in lieu tliereof 


(h) No The agreement executed by an apprentice Permanent-ivay Inspector is 
valid only iof the period of his apprenticeship. A fresh agreement is necessary on 
his conlnraation as a Permanent-way Inspector. Such fresh agreements were executed 
bv the employees referred to by the Hon’ble Member except in a few cases, where 
the omi'sion to do so was due to an oversight 


(c) & (d; Under the rent rules mtroduceil from l.st August, 1928, only those em¬ 
ployees were entitled to rent-free quarters, who had held, prior to that date, posts in 
the cadre which earned that concession Apprentices hold no posts m a cadre, and 
so an apprentice who had not been appointed before Ist August, 1928, to a post cariy- 
nig the foncession, is not an entitled person. Some of these employees were, how¬ 
ever, granted the concession and continued to enjov on the North Western Railway 
till 1937, as stated by the Hon’ble Member, liut this was a mistake. 


(e) In view of the leply to (c) & (d) above, this does not arise. 


(f) The answer to the first part is in the affirmative; as ngards the second part, 
staff are only eligible for the privileges attached to their appointments at the time 
tlicy tntir service 


(g) Presumably by Assistant Periii.inent-way Inspectors the Hon’ble Member met us 
Apprentice Permanent-way Inspectors If so, under the State Railway Provident 
Fund Rule.s, apprentices in technical departments had the option to subscribe 
to the I I'ovident Fund. This concission, which was withdrawn in June 1931, does 
not, however, justify the grant of another concession, viz, free quarters, which was 
not adinifsible. 


Information promised in reply to unstaried question No. 53 asked by Qazi 
Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi on the 11th November, 1941. 


Seniority of certain Hindus vis-a-vis certain Muslims in the Binding. 
Oepartment of the Government of India Press, New Delhi. 


(a) Yes. 

(b) Yea. 

(cl A (d) Yes. The cases of men affected have been set right. 
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InfoTmation promised in reply to starred question No. 149 ashed by Sardar 
Sant Singh on the ISih November 1941. 

Pbaotice in the Matteh of observing the Percentage fob Representation 
OF Minority Communities in Government of Tndiv Services. 

Statement rhowtng how the rommuiiaJ lepiesenlatiou orders are observed in the sub¬ 
ordinate offices of the Departments of the Coreinment of India, at Simla. Delhi and 
New Delhi. 


Name of Deptt. Name of the Whether the communal If not, the reasons, and the 

s^ibordlnate offiee liercentaRCM arc observed in procedure followed, 

each crade separately. 


(1) Inspectorate of “) 
Customs and Central ( 
Excises, New Delhi. >-.Vo 

(2) Central Revenues I 

Central Laboratori, I 
Delhi J 


entire streiiifth of the cleri¬ 
cal staff Is treated as one 
unit for tlic purpose of 


(3) Other offices 


\>S. 


(2) Delhi PolyteeliMK 


(4) Imperial \pri- 
oiiltural Researdi 
Institute - 


the 


'I he 


carrjmu 


the subordinate sei \ u es 
libel 4. R. I. are (lassi- 
eil into four distinct Rtoups, 
t; (I) .SeleiitlfH, (-0 

Vclmieal, (m) Artists, 
ic) Ministerial. Each of 
■■ se nrouns is aRaIn 
silled under two heads • 
Upper, (ii) Lower 
< omiiuinal r<*servations 
ale applied eeparaP-lv to 
eai h ol these dhdsions and 
sn.uUs HI the offices located 
.it one place. 

•' III the Third DImsIoii 
" liKh is recniited direct 
Uci inltinent to the biRher 
■ li\ isioii IS Rencrally 1 t\- pro¬ 
motion or triinsfer. 


Yes III all the suhordiiiatt 


. eleiical 

,.. -.. different 

rates of pay. and it is not 
practicable to consider tliese 
liosts aeparateh’ for the 
purpose of rom repren) 
In nppIvlnB the communal 
lepresentatloM orders. 

\aeanoies in the Survey of 
India, us a whole, are taken 
into aecoiint Direct re- 
enutment Is iinnle in the 
lowest (Trade and vacam ies 
in the upper Rrudes ,ire 
niUd li\ jiroiiiotidii. 


Communications 

Deptt. 


(1) Postal and 'lele- Ves 


(2) Offices Rubordi- Vi s 
Date to the Dinsj- 
torol Civil Arla- 
l.lon. 

(3) India Meteoro- 4 i s, as tar as practicable. 

loRleiil offices. \\ here It is not practicable, 

posts on the same or approx- 
uiafelv the same pav are 
urouiicd toRCther for the 
p'lipose of communal 
leprcseiitation. 


Information and AH-Iiidia Radio, and Yes 
Broadr.-wtiiiR its suhordinati- offlees 

Deptt. in Delhi 
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Injonnatwn promised in reply to staned question No ^3 asked by Mi 
AiiKiieniha Nath Chattopadhyaya on the 12th February 1942 
Air Eaid Casualties Amongst Indians in Bangoon, Moulmein and Tavo\ 

(a) Reports received show tJiat 1102 peisons weie killed and 1 6''>0 injuiud in the 
two heav> air raids on Rangoon and that 38 peisons v\eie killed a 11 80 injur 1 in 
Mouhnein The majority of them are believed to have been Indians 

(b; anu (c) Apart fiom an raids injuied treated in hospitals iii Buima some 150 
hospital cases were brought to Calcutta on a ship caiiying evacuees, and some 25 
injured persons are leported to have beiii landed in Vizagapatam \o lecord is 
available of the numbei of women and childieii included in these aiii'i's oi of their 
province of origin 

(d) Between 75 and 80 thousand Indians ueit evacuated to India by sea and about 
4 0^5 by air About 4 lakhs of Indians ii believed to ha\e come to Indii bv the 
land ^oute. 

(e) No information is available 

Jiifoimation piotnised in reply to pait (b) of starnd qinstwn \o 41 and 
n istahid question No 15 asked by Mr J alrhand Navahai on the 
16th f I hruary 1942 


Dismissals Fott Insolvency or HvBiruM Tndi uiroNtss on 
StATI EAII^^^\S 

‘itaned ufsfton \o —No employee was dismissed on tccouiit of iiisoliencv 
or habitual indebtedness on the East Indian Bombay Baioda & C ntivl India and 
Bengal & Assam Railways Out, imployi was leinoie 1 tioni i\i on tli N ith 
Western Railway for habitual indebt dness 


State Bailw w Staif given Consolidathi oi 1’lum\nf\j Iiwiiiing 
Allowancf 

f intanij j list on \j 1 —(a) Ri plv to the fiist pail i m tie nfh ii i\ i fai 

as the Bengal and Assam East Indian and Noith Western RaiK^ays aie tone rned 

A list showing the categories in question on lach nilway is attache 1 

(b) No because the tiavelhng allowance is n t in tli natii t of j a 

(c) Does not arise 


Ra%lu ay 
North Western 

Bengal A Assam 


East Indian 


( niegories of staff 
Special li ket Examiners 
Van Sorters 

Travelling Ticket Exammei 
Grew in charge 
Crewman 

Travelling Ticket Evammois 
Personal Inapectois 
Pass Inspeotoi 
Labour Advisors 
Personal Inspectors pe ms 
Tram booking clerks 

Fittei in charge outdoor on the Howrah 
Di lapo'o Allahabad an 1 Ini now 
Divisions 

Van goods poitors an I cook 
Surveyors (temporary) at Aladlmj nr under 
Bridge Engineer 

Head Mistnes (temporary) undei Budge 
Engineer 

Head Trolly men at Mndhiipiii n Im ondge 
Engineer. 
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Informotion promised in reply to part (d) of unstarred question No, 20, and 
parts (ft), (h) and (e) of unstarred question No. 21 nslted by Qa.^i 
Muhammad Ahmad Kazrni on the 16th February, 1942. 

Cateiung Con’tuacts with Ballabhdas Eshwakdas on East Indian 
Railway. 

No. SO .—I am lufoimed that tins is not a fact. Divisionaf Siipeimtendents are 
authorised to grant catering and vending contracts at any stations in their respective 
divisions to any contractor other than the firm mentioned. 


. ^VJOXOI^OLV OK (’tTKItING CONTRACT TO BaLLABHDAS ESHWARDAS ON 
East Indian Railway. 

No SI' —(a) Tills Is not a fact Divisional Superintendents are authorised to deal 
ivitJi all complaints against this firm and take such action as they consider necessary. 

(b) The Hon’ble Member is rtferred to the information laid on the table hi reply 
to part (d) of his uiistaried question No. 20 

(e) The lacts aie as staled in the oial leply given to the Ilon’ble Member s 
question and the infoimation now laid on the table. 


Information promi.'fcd in reply to starred question No, 99 asked by Dr, Sir 
Zianddin .ihmad on the 25th February, 1942. 

Water Suppr.Y Problem at Ajmer. 

Mr Giiffin recommended that wells in Saraswati Valley placed at a siilficient 
distance apart should be sunk to piovide a new source of supply for drinking water 
for Ajmer and that trial borings should be taken Certain experiments were carried 
out and as a result thereof he advised that the idea of tube wells should be given 
up and that ordinary wells should bo sunk This is being done now. U is not possible 
tc state vheii the new water supply will be available 

Information pivmised in reply to starred question No. 142 asked by Mr. 
N M. Josin on the 6th Mwreh, 1942. 

Reduction in Pa\ ok Sweepers ok the Okfice ok the Controller or 
Supply, Bombay. 


(A) No. 

(b) No; the rates miit from office to office. 

(c) No. As already explained, there i.s no uniform rate of pay for sweepers in' 
Bombay offices and the Government of India rates also vary similarly. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Information promised in reply td parts (6) to (d) of starred question 
No, 147 asked by Bhai Parma Nand on the 6th March 1942 

Resigned Sorters ue-employed in the Postal and Engineering Cadre 
in the Punjab and North-West Frontier Postal Circle. 

(b) Orders have now been issued that no relaxation of the recruitment rules should 
be allowed in the case of officials who have resigned their appointments. 

(c) Yes. 

a The position is that certain officials serving • in the R. M. S. and Postal 
es of the Department in the Punjab and N. W. F. Circle applied for transfer 
to other branches and^ in some cases this request was granted on condition that the 
officials concerned resigned their ^originM appointments. In other cases similar, 
requests were refused on administrative grounds. The Postmaster-Oeneral, Punjab 
and N. W. F. Circle, has been directed strictly to observe the orders on this subject 
in future. 



STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE 


45 


hiformation promised in reply to starred questions Nos. 152 and 153 asked 
hy Mr. Muhammad Nauman on the 6th March, 1942. 

■(Tnqualified Employees promoted as Mistries in Loco. Wokk^iiop, 
Lucknow. 

No. 152. —(a) Three employees were declared as suitable at the selection held m 
January 1939. 

(b) The standard by which the men were judged was subsequently lowered and 
thus a few' who, at the first selection were declared as unqualified, became eligible for 
promotion. 

Performanci; of Pelioious Ceremonies in the Carriage \nd Wagon Shop, 
Lucknow, 

No l-IS. —(a) The reply is in the negative; it is understood that in September 
1941 Certain staff did hold Kirtans in the shops during the reefs', linnr hut this 
was prohibited when it came to notice. 

(b) No, but Hindu staff are permitted according to a long-standing custom to 
perform worship of the machines and tools on Vishvakarma Puja dav which is a shop 
holiday. 

(c) Permission is granted to workshop staff but not to outsiders to worship in a 
temple which is within the boundary wall of the shop on Shivratri day which is 
^Iso a shop holiday. 

(d) It is understood that one such application was made which was rejected. 

(e) Government do not propose to interfere in this matter. Only those requests 
which have the sanction ot long established custom behind them are granted and 
■Government consider it undesirable that such- privileges should be enlarged; every 
Tequest is dealt with on its merits m accordance with this policy. 

Information -promised in reply to unstarred question No. 46 asked by 
Maulana Zafar Ali Khan on the 7th March, 1942. 

Avenue for Promotion for Assistant Surgeons. 

(a) There are no rules regarding the priteaotion of Assistant Surgeons to the rank of 
‘Civil Surgeon in the centrally administei^ areas. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The total number of Assistant Surgeons and Civil Surgeons in the centrally 
-administered areas and the number of Muslims holding these appomtments in March 1942, 

were as follows :— 

Province. No. of No. of No. of Remarks. 

Asstt. Civil Muslims 
Surgeons. Surgeons, holding 
these 
posts. 


Delhi.7 3* 

•Coorg. 1 

Baluchistan . . . . .5t 2t 


-Ajmer-Merwara ... 3 1§ 

(including 
one lady 
Assistant 
Surgeon). 

(e) None 

(f) to (h). Do not arise. 


3 *Ono post held in 
abeyance. 


fExcludes one tem¬ 
porary post, 
t One post hold m 
abeyance. 

§Bxcludes one post 
of Additional Civil 
Surgeon. 
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Iiifiiiinution prommcd in rcphj to starred qucsiiong Nos, 172, 173 and 175, 
ashed by Mr. Auanga Mohan Dam on the 11th March, 1942. 

Amalgamated Bexgal and Assam Kailway and Effect on Salaries, etc. 

No. 172 —(c) Si.xty siiboidin.ites, whoso services vary from 3 to 34 years. 

(d) Nine 


En.'^endituri; ox Amem'iies. kou Employees on Bexoai. and Assam 
I vIlLIVW. 


."W /?j‘—(ij Emopeaii' (iiRliKim, .\ii!{Io-Iiidiaiis}—965 

rndiaiKs- 71.558 

(lij (i) and (ii) The amount spent ou the education of European children from 
April 1941 to January 1942 was Its 40,164 and on the education of Indian children 
for the s.-iiiie period Rs 27,197 

(in) Cnritiiliutious made fiom Apiil 1941 to Januaiy 1942 to European Institutes 
\\n.s R< 36,601 ,iiid to Indian Institutes Rs 10,420, 


Eailway Club reserved for Europeans 

A'e>, 7;j —(a} Tlicic aie sepaiat. Cliil.s oi Institutes on the 11. k A Railway for 
Euroi>e.ius .md AiiKlo-lndians. and for Indians. Swunniuig facilities die piouded 
at some of these which aie used by the members of such Clubs or Institutes In 

e.\ceptiounl <ases, outsiders are, however, allowed to become members. As legards 

the Pahaitali Swimming Club, the leply i.s m the affirmative 

(li) llie leply is m the affirmative so far as the A. B. Section of the B & A 

Railwaj i« (Cineined. and m the negative as regards the E B section ot that 


Infoiniatwn promised %n reply to starred questions Nos, 178 and 179- 
ashed by Qazt Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi on the 11th March, 1942. 

( 'OMPLAINT AGAINST THE RAILWAY CiNDER CONTRACTOR AT LdCKNOW. 

Xo. 17S—{!i) Yes, with the exception that there is a limitation on supplies. 

(b) Yes 

(c) Yes; additional demands from railway employees who had not previouslv 

bought cinders increased the demand by 400 per cent ^ 

(d) No 

(e) Yes so far as concerns the fixation of the quantity of cinders which could 
be supplied to an employee; delivery has always been charged on a fixed scale 

(f) Government have no information on the matter. 


Cinder Contract at Lucknow Railway Station. 

Xo 179.—[&) The present Ash pit cleaning, cinder picking and disposal of aahea 
contract at Lucknow expired on the 3lat May, 1942. 
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Informariun pfomiaed in 'reply to starred question No. 193 asked by 
Mr. H. M. Abdullah on the 17th March, 194!2. 

Notices rv Delhi Improvement Trust to Lessees for speeding up 
Building. 

(ii) No. A lessee who has pui-cha.><ed land from the Trust and who hnis failed to 
complete his hiiihhii(' within the period prescribed in the lease, is allowed an- 
extension of one year \Mtliout payment, .xnd extensions beyond tins period for the 
duration of the war aic nou gianted on payment of additional premiurn .at th ■ rate 
of i per cent per month 

(l)j Steel can he purchased in a<coidance with the Ste'^l f!ont.ol Order. 

{<-) 'Ihero h.i.s been ,i ii«e in the cost of biuks but the incre.iso i-. not as great 
H- suggested in tlie (jnestion Wood can be obtained without grea^ difficulty 

(d) Doe' not aiise 


Inforonilnin piomiHcd m reply to starred question No. 202 asked by 
Qa:.i Muhammad Ahmad Kazmt on the 17th March, 1942. 

.AfusLiM Grwkyard for Aliganj Ai!EA, Delhi. 


(a) Ves 

(hj and (e) A reinehent.ition was leccived by the Chief Commissioner and enquiries 
are now being made with a view to selecting a suitable site for a graveyard, if one 
can bo found 

(c) No. tlie .faiigpuia ceiiieteiy is between tw'o and three miles from Aliganj. 

(d) Coveiiimeiit are not aware that any very great difficulty is being experienced. 


hifotination promised tn reply to starred question No. 216 asked by 
Mr, Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya on the 19th March, 1942. 

Cash and Pay Contractors on North Western Railway. 

(a) Yes. 

(b) Only a small proportion ot the cadre of the Railway Clearing Accounts Office* 

represents posts transferred from the cadre of the N. "W. Railway Accounts Office 

The Clearing Accounts Office is not a i»rt of the N. W. Railway organisation but 

is an independent account office responsible for the foreign Traffic Accounts and 
Statistics of five railways The question of N. W. Railwray Cash Contractor being 
asked to undertake payment to the Clearing Accounts Office Staff as part of his 
N. W. Railway contract doe^ not therefore arise. 

(c) Reply to the first part us m the affirmative. As regards the second part, the 
tender was invited sometime in 1917 and is not now available. The jnocedure had 
been in vogue long before the agreement with the present contractor was, executed. 

(d) Yes. Contingent expenses amounting to approximately Rs 12,000 per annum 

are paid to the contractor. The claims for contingent expenses are checked by the 
Accounts Department. No check is exercised over the working expenses which 

are paid by the contractor himself Contingent expenses are not covered by the 

remuneration paid to the contractors in accordance with the terms of the agreement 
Uniforms to peons are allowed outside the agreement This concession has been 
in force since 1920 and is in the interests of the railway administration. 




on the 20th Marcht 1942. 

Petitions by Staff of the Abch^oloqical Department. 
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Txmfobaby and Wobk-ohakoed Supbbiob Staff bmploybd at obbtain 
Abc:^aboiooical Excavations. 

No. 223.—Temporary superior etctmplcyed in connection with the Harappa excavationo 
during the years 1927 to 1931. 


No. 

Designation. 

Pay. 

From 

To 

Temporary 
or work- 

Total. 

1 

1 Temporary Overseer 

Re. 

60 

1927. 

11-1927 

7-4-1927 

charged. 

Temporary "j 


2 

1 Ttmporary Oven-etr 

60 

1-1-1627 

11-6-1927 

Tt D porary J 

4 

8 

1 Temporary OveneDf 

76 

12-6-1927 

31-12-1927 

Ten potary j 


4 

1 Temporary Overseer 

76 

22-11-1927 

31-12-1927 

Temporary J 


6 

1 Temporary Overseer 

76 

1928. 

1-1-1928 

30-9-1928 

Temporary 


6 

1 Temporary Overseer 

76 

1-1-1928 

3-3-1928 

Te n porary 


7 

1 Temporary Overseer 

76 

14-12-1928 

31-12-1928 

Temporary J 


8 

1 Temporary Overseer 

76 

1929. 

1-1-1929 

31-3-1029 and Temporary "j 


9 

1 Temporal y 0\ orseor | 

76 

2-11-1929 

19-10-1929 

31-12-1929 

31-12-1929 

1 

Temporary J 

1 

10 

1 Teinpoiary Overseer 

76 

1930. 

1-1-1930 

31-12-1930 

Temporary "I 

1 

11 

1 Temporary Overseer 

76 

1-1-19.10 

31-12-1930 

Te n porary 

r ^ 

12 

1 Temporary Overseer 

100 

1-12-1930 

31-12-1930 

T( mporary ^ 


13 

1 Temporary Overseer 

76 

1931. 

1-1-1931 

31-7-1931 

Temporary 

\ 

14 

1 Temporary Overseer 

76 

1-1-1931 

31-7-19.11 

T( n porSry 


16 

1 Toniporary Overseer 

100 

1-1-1931 

31-3-1931 

Ten .porary , 

I 


Information promised in reply to part (c) of starred question No. 250 
a«h?d by Mr. Lalchand Navalrai on the 24th March, 19i2 
Promotions of Sub-Divisional Clerks on North Western Railway. 

Signallers and Ass siaAt Stat.on Masters have never Been placed on a common 
senior.ty for promotion. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 262 ashed by 
Mr. Umar Aly Shah on the 26th Match, 1942, 

Unsafety of Shops in New Delhi. 

(al Landlords and honaeholders in Delhi' as in other threatened towns, have been 
adv'sed to prepare suitable refuges for themselves either by strengthen ng a suitable 
room or by cionstracting a trench or shelter out of doors; 

(h) Suitable measures will be taken by the authorities to deal effectively with 
any tendency to d sorder; 

(c) Alm^ all the shbps in Nejv Delhi are non-residential,' and the occupants of 
the shops are not permitted to use thtra for residential purposes unless th^ iMkRib 
approved residential accommodation. 
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(d) Yes, but the remedy for defects of this kind lies in the hands of the 
keepers; the risk of pilfering after an air raid can to a large extent be o 
bv the installaton of suitable protective arrangements behind the glass windows. 


(e) Government have no information on this point. 

(f) As already stated in reply to part (b), the necessary measures will be taken 
by the authorities concerned to deal with any s.tuat.on that may arise. 


Inforviafion promised in rbply to starred question No. S85 ashed by 
Mr. Lalchand Navalrai on the 31st March, 194S. 

“CoMMEiiciAL Staff” Meetings on North Western TtAH-WAY at Karachi. 

(a) Such meetings were started in February, 1942 and so far only two meetings 
have been held. 

(b) About 70 employees attend the monthly meetings and of them only 16 are 
entitled to h gher class accommodation These men travel from different stations 
to Karachi, not nece«8anly on the same day or by the same tram. It is understood 
from the General Manager, North Westein Railway that he has not rece.ved any 
complaint of inconvenience on this account from the travelling public The 
meetings are held to discuss many urgent problems that arise in connection with the 
existing abnormal conditions. 

(c) Such monthly meet.ngs are also held on Rawalpindi Division; the latter part 
does not arise 

(d) The travelling allowance pa.d to the employees for the meeting held in 
February last amounted approximately to Bs. 80; such expenses are justiHed for the 
reasons stated in the reply to part (b). 

(ej No; these meot.ngs serve a very useful purpose. 


Information promised in reply to unstarred questions Nos. 90, 94 and 96 
asked by Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi on the Slst March, 1942. 

Uniforms for Trains Clerks on North Western Kailway. 

No. 90 .—The reply to the first part is in. the affirmative As regard.s the second 
and third parts, uniforms are supplied to staff who come into close contact with 
the public, to those whose dut.es expose them to extreme cold or to ram and to 
staff whose dut es are liable to damage the.r clothes. The trains clerks satisfy none 
of these conditions and Government do not propose to change the present orders. 


Muslim Traffic Inspectors on Bombay, Baroda and Central India 
Railway. 

No. 9i .—The answer to the first part is in the affirmative as regards the Metre 
Gauge section also 


Ban on certain Promotion of Interohanoe Stock Verifiers on 
Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway. 

.Vo. 96 .—The reply to the first two parts is in the negative, the third part does 
not arise. 


Information promised in reply to parts (o) and (b) of unstarred question 
No. 98 asked by Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani on the Slst March, 
1942. 

Subletting of certain Vending Contracts by Ballabhdas Eshwaudas. 

(a) Enquiries made from the North Western Railway show that Messrs. Ballabhdas 
Eshwnrdas have not sublet any part of their contract for vending certain comest'bles 
. at Delhi Ma n Railway station to one Umrao Singh resident- of Katra Lachho S’ngh 
near Fountain Delhi or to any other person. They are carrying out this contract 
themselves. 
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(b) Enquiries made from the East Indian Railway show that the contracts 
referred to have not been sublet to Ram Chander/of Hathras or to any other party. 
Ram Chander Agarwnl is an employee of Messrs. Ballabhdas Esliwardas 


Information promised in reply to unstarred questions Nos. 105 and 113 
asked by Mr. Muhammad Azhar AU on the 31st March, 1943. 

OiiEAi' Ghain Shops opened nv East Indian Railway. 

No. 10S.—{u.) & (b').—It IB understood that grain has on some occasions, been 
transferred fioni the shops to refreshment rooms and food stalls run by Messn. 
Ballahhdas Eshwardas on the East Indian Railway. Grain has also been sold to 
one employee of the contractors, who, however, ass.sts in the management of the 
gra.n shop at Lucknow Goveinment are sat sfied that no irregular.ty has taken 
place in these transact ons. 

(c) It is uiiflristood fimt Mess).. B.all.ibh.l.i.s Ksbwi.rdi.s eiuploy ahout 2,000 peisons 
in connection with the v tatering eontiacts. Government cannot undertake to furnish 
any detailed iniormation legarding perrons in the service of private contractors 


E.vtensions of Service dub to War in Railway Board and 
State Railways. 

No. Ifi —Tho period of extension granted to non-gazetted staff on State-managed ' 
Railways does not exceed one sear except in very rare instances. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 309 jskrd by Sardar 
Sant Singh on the 1st April, 1942. 

Institutions oranted Lands in New Delhi. 


(o; A statement containing the required information is laid on the table of tho House. 
(b) An application was received from the Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee in October, 
1939, for the allotmont of a site for a primary sphool. Tho allotment was sanctioned ancl 
the Committee was informed accordingly in October. 1940. Anotliir application was 
received in December, 1940, from the Kluilsa Youngmen Aeaociation for a site. This 
application is awaiting disposal pending a decision on the future policy of the Government 
of India to bo adopted in such oases. There has been no discrimination in the matter. 

Names of Institutions who have been granted land in New Delhi since 1926 


Date 

Institution. of 

application. 

1. Masonic Lodge 26-12-21 

2. Modem School . 28-4-21 

3. Red Cross Society ...... 7-4-29 

4. Lahore Diocesan Church Association . 28-10-29 

6. Rama Krishna Mission . . . , 28-2-29 

6. Sonathan Dhann Sabha . . . 1-2-29 

7. Kali Bari ... ... 31-12-29 

8. Sweepei-s Temple . . 4-3-30 

9. South Indian Association .... 26-5-30 

10. Hindu Mahosabha . ... 6-4-33 

11. Lady Irwin College . . . . 4-11-32 

12. Maha Bodhi Society , . . , 29-11-34 

13. Harcourt Butler Schoyl ..... 28-12-33 

14. Mata Sundri Road Temple Trust (Chanxar.) 30-6-30 

16. Lady Irwin School for Girls .... 28-2-36 

16. Ramjas High School. 26-9-34 

17. D. A. V. High School ... 16-2-36 

,18. Union Aoademy . . ... 14-5-36 

10. Arya Kanya Patahala ... 14-5-36 

20. Delhi Ohildren’s Aid Society .... 12-2-36 

21. Deaf and Dumb School. 12-3-36 

22. Boy Scouts Association ..... 13-2-39 

23. Managing Committee, Shiwala Apa Qanga Dhar Nil. 

24. Anjuman-i'Islamia . . .... . 21-4-38 

26. Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee . . . 16-12-30 

20. Garhwal Sarab Riteshin Sabha ... 26-5-40 


Date 

of 

sanction. 

29-1-26 

20-6-27 

22-1-30 


17-9-31 

17-9-31 

17-9-31 

17-9-31 

17-6-33 


9-3-36 
10-7-35 
9-3-37 
6.11.37 
19-1-39 
19-1-39 
19-1-39 
19-1-39 
4-3-39 
19-8-39 
8-12-39 
9-1-40 
18-1-40 
31 8-40 
28-2-41 
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Information promised in reply to unatarred questions Nos. 118, 119 and 
122 ashed by Babu Kailash Behari Lai on the 1st April, 1942. 
Notified Area Committee, Shahdara. 

No. 7tS.—{a,) Tile date is uot readily ascertainable. The Notified Area Committee 
of SJiahdara was constituted before the incorporation of thig tract in. the Delhi Province 
in 1915. 

(b) The Notified Area Committee consists of 9 members including the President and 
is constituted for periods of three years at a time under section 242 of the Punjab 
Municipal Act All the Members are nominated. The appointment of the Se^atary 
and the other officers of the Committee is governed by the provisions of section.s 38 
end 39 of the Act. 

(cj The population of Shahdara at the time of its constitution as a Notified Area 
is not known, but at the census of 1911 the population was 5107. The population 
according to the 194l census is 15,970. 

(d) The Hoii’ble Member is reforrdd to the reply given to part (b) of starrad 
question No. 227, asked on Uu; 20th March, 1942. 


Notified Area Committee, Shahdajia. 

No. 119—{ii) A statement giving the required information is laid on the table. 

(b) The PuAjab Municipal Act, 1911. as extended to the Delhi Province and applied 
to the Shahdara Notified Area with the various rules made thereunder. , 

' (c) and (d). The audit of the accounts of the Notified Area Committee is conducted 
by an Accountant of the office of the Accountant General, Central Revenues. The 
audit note is laid before the Committee and the objections are disposed of in accordance 
with the instructions of the Committee. A copy of the audit note and the replies 
thereto are forwarded to the Deputy Commissioner and the Chief Commissioner. The 
procedure is not different from that of the other notified areas 

(e) Yes, through the nominated members 

(f) The annual audit of the accounts of the Committee provides the usual protection 
against waste and misuse. 

(g) Yes. A sum of Rs. 30,000 l^ out-standing auainst a loan of Rs. 60,000 taken 
by the Committee on account of the water supply of the town. This amount is being 
liquidated by annual instalments of Rs. 3,000. 

(lit The sanitation of the town of Shahdara .itid its suburbs is satisfactory. The 
Chief Health Officer, Delhi Province last inspected the town in November, 1941 and its 
suburbs in March, 1942. * 

The statement of income and expenditure of the Notified Area Committee, iSbahdara 
for the years 1935-1941. 


1835-36 1936-37 1937-38 1938-39 1939-40 1940-41 

Income .. Rb. 37,123 36,124 41,185 42,463 37,674 63,610 

Expenditure .. „ 27,866 33,680 84,733 42,746 43,428 42,736 

Appuoation for Compensation by one MusammaT Ram Piabi, >Vidow of 
Karan Singh, a'Paladdab on Shahdara-8ahabanpub Railway. 

No. 133. —(b) An application from the person mentioned was received by the Com¬ 
missioner for Workmen's Oompensation in Delhi (the District Judge) but ’ there is no 
record in his office of the date and mode of its receipt. x 

(c) The records in the office of the Commissioner for Workmen’s Compensation show 

that the application whs returned to the sender on the IStfa August, 1941 but as no 
copy of the application was retained it is not possible to say with what remarks it 
was returned. ‘ 

(d) and ^e). The Coramissioner has been asked to invite the applicant to resubmit 
the application and pass sneh farther orders on it as sciemed to him appropriate. 



DEATHS OF SIR IBRAHIM BAHIM.TOOLA, DR. E. RAGHAVEN- 
DBA RAO, SETH HAJI SIR ABDOOLA HAROON AND LIEDT- 
COLONEL SIR HENRY GIi;)NEY. 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney (Leader of the House): Sir, with your 
permission, T have to refer to the deaths of some of our distinguishad 
12 colleagues who died after the last meeting of the Legislative 

Assembly. All of them were our distinguished country men, 
all of them, in one capacity or another, were connected with this Legis¬ 
lative Assembly. 

First of all, I mention the death of late Sir Ibrahim Rabimtoola, an 
honoured name. A* you are aware. Sir, he was the President of this 
Legislative Assembly for about two years. He had a distinguished 
career as a public man. He came from Bombay. He ocoijpied ihe 
position of the President of the Bombay Corporation. He was a Member 
of the Provincial Legislative Council in olden days and he was also a 
Member of the Bombay Executive Council. He was a member of the 
Royal Commission on Labour and certain other important Committees 
also. As a Member of various Committees he displayed his great 
ability. He was one of those Muslims who was looked up to .”ot only as 
a pious Muslim, but also a Muslim of broad and nationalistic outlook. 
Although his death had occurred at the ripe old age of 80, yet we still 
mourn it m premature. AU of us feel all the more sorry that it had ta^en 
place at a time like this. * 

Next, r refer to the death of another distinguished Indian, the lute Dr 
Raghavenrlra Rao. While referring to his death, I feel almost overwhelmed 
with feelings. I had the privilege of working as his colleague in nublic life 
for about thirty years in my Province. You know, tjir. how he rose iroin 
one place to another by dint of his sheer merit and ability !ir\d enthusiasm 
and integrity which he had shown in *he discharge of ^lis onerous diitic.s. 
He worked in the local bodies and immediately after the constitutional 
reforms were introduced, he came ,to .the Provincial Council as a reprcseiitu- 
tive of tlie people, and on account of his ability, he was unanimously marked 
out l),v his colleagues as the man fit to occupy the responsible position of 
.a Minister Twice he was elected u Minister; he .also worked as a Member 
of the Executive Council in that Province, and as you are aware. Sir, he also 
rose to the distinguished and rare position of the Governor of the (.'’entral 
provinces and Berar, « rare honour for an Indian. After having assuna d 
all these responsihle positions and discharged those duties with distinc¬ 
tion, he had the privilege of being appointed as an Adviser to the Secretary 
■ of State. Afterwards, he was pursuaded to agree at considerable sacri¬ 
fice to assume the duty of a Member of the Viceroy’s Executive tlouncil 
AU my coJleafgues will bear me out when 1 say that although he u'as 
suffering acutely physically, still he did not mind those sufferings and he 
tried his best to serve the country and discharge the onerous duties 
attached to his o$ce. In fact, I will say that be fell a victim to his 
sense of' duty. 

Ifext, 1 wish to refer to the death of two other distinguished coUeagues 
'Of ours. T refer to the death of Sir Abdulla Haroon: He was a man of 
•business. We all know of the valuable contributions he used to. make 
wherever there was any debate relating to commerce and industry. His 
^raotioa) experience of. business bad enabled him and qualified him to 

) 
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pronounce his opinion on those questions with fiuthority itnd he wita 
listened to by all Members of the House w5th great respect and attention. 
Besides, Sir Abdoolla Haroon was regarded as an embodiment of dipnity 
and whenever he entered this House, he used to inspire everybody with 
respect bv his oourteousness and the usual inanner in which he was. 
behaving “towards his colleagues. I had the privilege of enjoying his 
hospitality. Everyone who had the privilege of being his guest hud 
certainly found in him a \er\ hospitable host. He was one of those men 
w'ho eonimanded the respect both of Hindus and Muslims alike. We 
lost in him a very valuable colleague. 

Then, I refer to the death of Sir Henry Gidney. fie was probably 
the most familiar and popular figure not only in this Legislature, but in 
the city of Delhi. ETe has been a Member of this House from the year 
1921 and probably wfth one or two short interruptions, he was continu¬ 
ously a Member of this House. Tf there is anybody w’ho can lie compared 
to him UiS regards the duration of his membership in this Assonibly, 1 
believe, he is Mr. Joshi. These two have been conlimiouslv Members of 
this House since this House came into existence after the uiuuguration of 
the Montford Keforii-.-. As a jiuhlic iiiun, Sir Henry GidneyV, services 
wore rn.uniy in the interesl ol the Anglo-Indian community, and I believe 
there is no single man of whom it can more justly be said that he had 
given the best of wdiat he had m the interest of his commiinity. lie was 
ilio doughty champion of the cause of tlu; Anglo-Tndian community in 
this House. 1 believe the Anglo-Indian coniiminity owes a great debt of 
gratitude to the late Sir Henry Gidney. Although ho was standing for tlie 
intere.st of his community, still I know, and most of us know as well, how 
valuable his advice has been on matters of general interest to the country 
at large Besides this, he had another charming quality in iiim. He 
was the most popular figure in the city' of Delhi. At every social func¬ 
tion he used to attend, I know that Sir Henry Gidney, through bis 
sfirightly wit and inexhaustible fund of humorous stories used to gather 
round him a circle of admiring friends very easily. Delhi has lost one 
of the most popular social figures in the death of Sir Henry Gidney. He 
was not only a public man w'ho cliampioned the cimsc! oi his minority 
community, but ne was a iwpular society mtin also 

Tn ibis .‘^hort period of a few inonllis we ha\e lost four distinguislied) 
colleagues and. Sir, it is my request to you that on behalf of this House 
you should convey to the mombovK o? the bereiued families our sincere 
seii'^c of soiTow, 

Sy6d Ohnlam Bhik Nairang (East Punjab. Muliammadun):, Sir, on 
behalf of my Party T associate myself w'ith the condolence motion and 
have to say that my Partv and myself sincerely feel the loss which ha.s 
been suffered by the country and by this Hous(> in, the death of Dr. 

Raghavendra Bao, Sir Abdulla Haroon and Sir Henry Gidney who were 

Members of this Assembly and of one pf the old Presidents of this House, 
Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola, vho although he Ijad retired from this House 
long ago Avas really a source of strength to all public movements and all 
public causes even in the retired life which he led after leaving this 

House. Sir Ibrahim Rahimtwila wag a gentleman about whom no 

praise would be too much as an ideal citizen and a great administrator 
who had served in various capacities and proved the mettle of which he’ 
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wns wade and the great sense of duty which he possessed. He set a very 
brilliant example by resigning the presidentship and membership of this 
Houses US soon as he discovered that owing to ill-health he could not cope 
with the work which he had to do as President of the Assembly and 
could not do justice to the high ideals which he had in his mind. That 
will. I think, stand as one of the best testimonies to the high sense of 
duty which that gentleman had. 

As to Dr. Raghiivendra Ttao, we associate ourselves with every word 
that has been said by the Leader of the House about him and it is a 
great regret indeed that a gentleman so highly qualified and with such 
vast and varied experience as Dr. Raghavendra Rao was not spared 
longer to serve in the responsible position of a Member of the E'cecutive 
Council, and was taken away from us by the hand of death rather 
prematurely. 

As regards Sir Abdulla Haroon, he was one of the pillars of strength 
of my Party and of the organization to which I have the honour lo 
belong—the All-India Muslim League—and there.is no doubt that In bis 
death along with this House and the country, the All-India Muslim 
League and my Party have suffered an irreparable .loss. He was a 
gentleman of the old school—if any one chooses to call him so—in the 
sense that he was not a man of modern education, but we know and we 
felt on every occasion that he took a very sound and sane view of every 
question that came up before the House and his opinions about matters 
relating to public affairs w'ere always of the soundest and most valuable; 
typo. 

As to Sir Henry Gidney, of course, ho was one of the most popular 
figures in this House and his services to the cause of the country and to 
the cause of his own community—the Anglo-Indian community—were 
most invaluable. There is no doubt that he will bo missed long and rc- 
menibei-ed long. 

With these few remarks 1 join the Honourable the Leader of the 
House m the condolence motion. ^ 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea (Calcutta Suburbs: Non-Muhammadan Urban): I 
.issoeiiite myself and my Parly with all that has been said by the l^eader 
of the House. India today has become decidedly poorer by the passing 
away of these four distinguished persons. 

Mr. Hooseinbhoy A. Lalljee (Bombay Central Division: Muhammadan 
Rufal'i: Sii*, I most sincerely associate myself with all the remarks that 
have fallen from the previous speakers! So far as Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola 
is concerned, I need not say much because it is so well known that in every 
walk of life he w'as regarded as a leader and he fulfilled great tasks that 
were entrusted to him wdth the greatest sens^ of duly. In fact, Sir, he 
ha.s been an example to many of us and it will be on the records of his¬ 
tory that India can produce men like him, men of his .calibre who can 
discJiarge their duties as admirably as any other great people can boast 
of. r ’ 

Sir, with regard to Dr. Raghavendra Rao, after what has fallen from 
the Leader of the House, w-ho knew him so very well, and after the 
great tribute he has paid and to which other speakers have also added, 

I will only say that he was anothet ^ great man of whom this country, 
could feel proud. The country feels his loss very much, at this juncture. 
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So far as my frieod, Sir Abdulla Harooij, is concerned, he was in the 
business and was a great businessman. In the business-life he .nade a 
name and we are proud to say that the manner and extent of business 
which he carried on will certainly remind many in this country as to 
how commerce and industry could be well-handled by Indians. What¬ 
ever task he undertook he saw it through. Ho first joined tlie 13oTnbay 
liCgislatiA e Council when I was there as a member of the Swaraj Party 
and so long as he was a member of that party he most sincerely worked 
for it. I’or some years we have seen him as a member Of the Muslim 
League Party and everybody ought to he proud of the manner in which 
he worked for his Party and for the objective for nhich his Party stood. 

ISiow, Sir, coming to my old friend. Sir Henry Giduey, I k]ie\v lum 
from 1917 when he joined the Corporation of Bombay. 1 can assure 
the House that he was always for muintainiug and fo)' obtaining equal 
8tatu.s for the people of this country. He was proud of hia mother 
Country and he was second to none le obtaining, and attempted and tried 
his level best to get, the rights of the Indians esl.lhlished as equals. No 

• doubt, Sir, he was very anxious to maintain the cuimection of tliis 
country with that of Great Britain, and that was quite natural, and the 
way in whicli ho uio\ed in that diroetiou was also, m in^ bumble opinion, 
very fair and laudable: It is rcgretable to find that such attempts as he 
made were not so well appreciated some times, but all the same there 
they are and sooner or later they v\ill be appreciated lii forming this 

• Party, the onjy objective that he had, and the memiiers of this Party 
had. was to be able to give to the representatives of the people in this 
House ample opportunity for being able to represent tlie casq of theh 
constituency and to maintain co-operatioa with the Go^ernmont always 
remembering that the status of Indians in every walk of hfe ought to be 
equal. 

With these words, 1 associate myself with ah that has fallen from 
the previous speakers. 


Sir Henry Richardson (Nominated Non-Official): Sir, T wish to asso¬ 
ciate the European Group with the sentiments expressed by the Hon¬ 
ourable the Leader of the House, and the other Members whvi iiave 
spoken, and to join our sincere regrets with theirs at the loss of so many 
distinguished persons connected with this Assembly since last wo met. 
In jjurticular, I feel I must make a special reference to the late Sir Henry 
Giduey, who for nearly ten years was a Member of this Group. Although 
he was compelled to devote almost his entire attention, as leader, to his 
community and its pioljlenis. he nevertheless co-operated with his coi- 
lagues, and even after he joined the Independent Party, the friendly 
guidance and discussions so mutually helpful were continued 4nd appre¬ 
ciated. During the last Session he occupied this seat next to me, and 
I had many' opportunities of closely observing his devotion and constant 
, action in support of his community’s, claims. We in this Group c.an 
apprficiate the loss which that community has suffered by his j)as,siug, 
and vvith them we mourn him as an old colleague and as a personal 
friend. 1 request, Sir, that our expressions and sympathies be included 
with those w^ich will be conveyed tt. the bereaved larriifies. 
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Mr. r. B. Antiumy (Nominated Non-Oificial): Sir, as the suocessoi- 
of the late Sir Henry Gidney to the leadership of the Anglo-Indian com¬ 
munity, may I say how deeply I appreciate the sentiments that have 
been expressed about him to-day. Like every man in public life, he 
received his full share, perhaps more thau his share, of vilification and 
abuse. But by sheer indomitable courage and inescapable brilliance he 
achieved* what I believe will be a permanent place in Indian liistory. 
His whole life represented the realizat’on, the incarnation of his mot.o 
“The impossible is jiossible”. The son of a railwayman he achieved not 
only national, but international fame as a great ophthalmic surgeon. To 
an unorganized, and politically inarticulate community, he gave, by his 
gift for leadership, his genius for organization, a very definite place in 
Indian national life; and while the protection and advancement of 
Atiglo-Indiun interests represented the beginning and the end of his 
political creed, he never forgot that he was a son q£ India. To his 
leadership, Ins guidance and his inspiration, is due to the fbct that the 
Anglo-Indian community has become increasingly ;iware of its position 
as one of the Indian communities. Because of him we are today not 
only ill fact, but, what is much more important, in spirit, the children of 
mother India. On behalf of my community, S'ir, I saliitQ the memory 
of a great Anglo-Indian leader and a great Indian gentleman. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I share the 
profound sorrow that has been" expressed on all sides of the House at 
the death of so many distinguished men connected with the Assembly 
who have passed away after the last meeting of this House. J do not 
think I can add anything to the tributes so eloquently paid to the memory 
of their great services to the country, and it will be my duty to com¬ 
municate the sympathy and condolence of this House to the bereaved 
members of tlu' fumil.es of the- late Sir Ibrahim Rahiintoola, Sii Abdulla 
Haroon, Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney and Dr. Raghavendra Kuo. 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim); Before I take up 
the motions for adjournment oi which notice has been given, I wish to 
inform th^ House that representation was made to me by some. Muham. 
madun Members of ibis Asseinblx that this being the month of liamzar. 
which began yesterday, it will be very hard and taxing for those Members 
who would be fasting according to their religious duty if they have to 
sit the usual hours from 11 o’clock practically till ;> o’clock in the even¬ 
ing. I discussed this matter with the Leaders of the different Parties 
and also with some senior Members of this House, who do not belong 
to fiiiy Party, and it was unanimously agreed that, having regard to the 
representation made by the leader of the Muslim League, the House will 
sit during this Session from 11 a.m. according to the new standard time 
to 2 o’clock, but if there be any adjournment motions, of which notice 
has been given and which have been admitted, then in that case the 
JEfouse will sit again from 8-30 o’clock to 5-30 o’clock. This was agreed 
UPOP by all the representatives of the different Parties, and I take it this 
arrangement will be accepted by the House generally. If that is so, we 
will adjbum at 2 p.m„ and if there be any adjournment motion that will 
he taken up at 8-80 p.m. 

. (The House agreed to this arrangement.) 



MOTIONS I'Oll ADJOUKNMENT 
Extradition of Pandit Lakiipat R\m Siiarma, Editor of riia Dusm 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur iiahim). The first motion 
of which notice has been given is bj Sardar Sant Singh which is to dis¬ 
cuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, permission 
given by the Political department of CTOvernment of India on inadequate 
grounds to extradite Pandit Lakhpat Kam Sharma, Editor of the Hindis 
Weekly Dsski llajija of Jhansi to Datia State and contemplated arrest 
of the Editor, thus endangering the liberty of a British Indian subject. 

Sardar Sant Singh (^Vest Punjab: Sikh)- The facts of this case are. 
Sir, that Lakhpat Ham is a British Indian subject and is a resident of 
•Jhansi., He was once kidnapped from British territory to Datia and after 
a one-day trial he was convicted to years imprisonment. Later on, 
after undergoing th.it sentence, he came back and started this weekly. 
Now', again a false ease has been instituted against him in the Datia 
State and attempt is being made to have him extradited from British 
India to the State where, of course . . . 

Mr. President (Tlie Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim) Was he extradited 
by order of a Magistrate"'* 

Sardar Sant Singh: My adjournment motion relates to the action of the 
Political Department in iiermilfing these extradition proceedings lo lie 
sent to British India. We know that the libertv of the British Indian 
subject is not safe in the ... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sii' Abdur Kahim): i want to know 
what the facts are. whether there were .my proceedings before a magis¬ 
trate or not. That is what I want lo know 

Sardar Sant Singh: Extradition proceedings took place in Datia State 
and not in British India. Mv submission is that even technically if the 
offence can be tried in Datia State it can ns well be tried in British India. 
Only one word more, Sir . ... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahun). I do not want to . 
hear anything more 

The Honourably Sir Sultan Ahmed (Law Member): Sir, the question 
has to be answered by the Legislative Department as it is a matter of 
extradition. The facts are that the person named in the adjournment 
motion. Pandit Sharma, for whose airest and delivery a warrant has been 
issued under an order by the Political Agent of Datia, unsuccessfully tried 
to get the order upset first of all by the Provincial Government who have 
got the delegated pow'or of the Central Government under section 15 of 
the Act, and then, aftorw'ards, moved the Allahabad High Coui-t, and 
the Allahabad High Court rej'ected that petition. After that the District 
Magistrate summoned him for appearance but as he failed to appear he 
has issued a warrant. So all the necessary steps that could be taken 
judicially have been taken by him and nothing further can be done here. 
You have given various rulings on this point before and I submit this 
motion is out of ordei’. 


( 80 ) 
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Sudar Sant Singh: I want to make it very clear that what the High 
Oourt held in this case was that technically the offence was triable both 
in Datia State as well as in British India. My point, the principle which 
I want to enunciate in this censure motion, is this; that in cases where 
the liberties of British subjects are involved and the ofiEence can be tried 
in British India, it is the duty of the Government of India to see that 
the British Indian courts are given power to try them, not the state courts. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); All this was strictly 
■according to the law? 

Saidar Sant Singh: It could as well have been done in British India: 
the trial should have taken place here instead of his being sent there. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Ualum). On the facts as 
stated by the Honourable the Law Member, T rule that this motion is out 
•of order. 


Railway Aciident at the Burdwan Railway Station. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The next one is in 
the name of Dr. Banerjea. He wishes to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent public importance, namely, the railway accident at the Burdwan 
Station on the East Indian Railway on the 7th July, 1942, Many railway 
accidents take place. The Hononrab'e Member cannot contend that 
because there lias been a railway accident somewhere, the business of this 
House must be adjourned to discuss it. Anyhow, 1 understand that this 
matter has gone lo coiut ;m(l is nou svh jiuhre Is that so’’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Member for War Transport) 

Sir, this regrettable accident is the subject of an inquiry by a Senior 
Government Inspector of Railways; his report has not yet been received 
As a result of the preliminary investigation, a member of the railway staff 
has been arrested and is, T understand, now awaiting trial. According 
to my information, therefore, the case is sub jvdice 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) • In those circum¬ 
stances it cannot be moved. 


Restrictions on the Export of Raw Hides. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The next one is in 
the name of Mr. Azhar Ali. He wishes to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent public importance, namely, unnecessary and unjustified restrictions 
imposed by the Government of India on the export of raw hides resulting 
in enormous loss of hides valuing several crores of rupees and unemploy¬ 
ment of thousands of.Musalmans and Depressed chsses 

i Mr. Muhammad Ashar Ali (Lucknow and Fyzabad Divisions • Muham¬ 
madan Rural): Sir in view of the statement that has been made by the 
Honourable Sir Homi Mody that he would personally look into the 
mistakes that have been committed, I do not move it 
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1*'ailubb To taEe Measures for saving the Building and RboOBd OP 
Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The next one is in 
the name of Sir Zmuddin Ahmad who wishes to discuss a definite matter 
of urgent public importance, namely, the failure of the Government of 
India in not taking timely action to save the building and record of the 
Railway Clearing Accounts Office. 

Dr. Sir Zianddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: 
Muhammadan Rural): I do not want to move this motion, as I have 
already had a talk wit)i the Honour ible Member and I am satisfied \iith 
the manner he pioposes to deal with the problem. 

. Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) • The next also is 
in his name. . . . 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: It is the same thing. I do not move it. 
Certain Remarks of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. 


in-VHiet. THIS lias Deen disallowed by tne LTOvernor irenerai. i supimse 
the Honourable Member will want to know why. This motion is dia- 
al'.owed on the ground that the motion cannot be moved without 
detriment to the public interest. , 


Government Policy in adopting the Nbw Standard Time. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The last one is in- 
the name of Mr. Kazmi. It is very argumentative. It is as follows: 

“That the House do adjourn to discuss a definite matter of ur’^ent public 
importance, viz., to discuss the policy of the Government of India of advancing the 
Standard time by one hour and there by upsetting the practice of centuries of recognis¬ 
ing the midday at 12 o’clock, npsetting the conception of time in general and in 
particular causing of great hardship to all persons employed in various vocations of 
life who are habituated to start work after taking th ir meals and cannot afford 
‘lunch’ ill offices—which is likely to affect their health and reduce the efficiency of 
work—and curtailing the morning hours of preparation for wotk by one hour and 
other incrnv.niences to the public m general.’’ 

Qazl Muhammad Ahmad Kami (Meerut Division: Muhammadan 
Rural): As the ChairRas remarked, I have given some arguments in my 
motion; the list is a very large one and there seems to be absolutely no 
justification for an action of this kind which is affecting the whole of 
India .... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Has there b.pen 
much complaint by the public? 

Qasl Muhamitaad Ahma4 SAxmi: Yes; as a matter of fact^t know that 
the litigant nuhlic and Various advocates’ associations in courts have- 
passed resolutions that the time should not be.advanced like this, and that 
the court hours should be changed from 10 to U a.u. 



MOTIONS FOB ADJOURNMENT 


Ml. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Babim): is it causing in* 
convenience to the general public? Is that the allegation? 

Q&zi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: Yes. 

The 'Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell (Home Member): Sir, if 
Honourable Members really want to come back this afternoon in order 
to detotc this' question, Government can have no real objection. But 
I wou.d point out that there is really no difference of opinion between , 
the Government and the Honourable Member for once; that is, we 
recognize all the inconveniences that he has catalogued and others; but 
this measure has been imposed as a matter of military necessity and 
Government have real.y no choice in .the matter. So I submit there is 
really nothing that we can debate. We are all agreed about the incon¬ 
veniences. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): Hoes the Honour, 
able Member take objection to leave being given? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald MaxweU: Yes. I take objection. 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: Sir, may I say a word . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): I am not ruling 
the motion out on the ground that it is out of order. 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: If he makes clear one point, 1 may 
withdraw the motion. 

Mr. President (The HonoOrable Sir Abdur Rahim). I do not want any 
more arguments. You do not want to move? 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: I lust want to ask the Honourable 
Member this. Will other offices be at liberty to have their tirpe according 
to their convenience ahd that he will not interfere with those offices. If 
he gives me an assurance I may not move this motion. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): Order, order. As 
obiection has been taken to leave being granted. Will those Membere 
who are in favour rise in their p’aces? 

(After a count) 

As less than 25 Members have risen in their places in favour of leave 
being granted, leave is refused. 


H. E. THE GOVERNOR GENERAL’S ASSENT TO BILLS. 

Secretary of the Legislative Assembly: Sir, information has been 
received that the following Bills which were passed by both Chambers of 
the Indian liegislature during the Budget Sessions, 1942, have been 
assented to bv His Exce'lencv the Governor General under the provision 
of sub-section (1) of section 68 of the Government of India Act, as oon- 
tihued by section 317 of the Government of India Act, 1935:, 

1. Tho Workmen’s Compensation (Amendment) Act, 1942. 

2. 'the Indian Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Act, 1942. 



LBOISLATIVK ASSEMBLY 


[14th Sbi‘t. 1942 


»04 


[Secreiary o! the JiCgislatm' Assembly j 

3. The Indus Vessels (Amendment) Act, J942. 

4. The Indian Medical Council (Amendment) Act, 1912 
5 The Indian Boilers (Amendment) Act, 1942. 

h. The Multi-Unit Co-operative Societies Act, 1942' 

7. The Coffee Market Expansion Act, 1942. 

8. The Indian Penal C<xle (Amendment) Act, 1942. 

9. The Cotton Ginninjr and Pres^iu" Factories (Amendment) Act. 

1942. 

10 The Indian Patents and Designs (Extciwion of I’ime) Act, 1942. 

11 The Protective Duties Continuation Act, 1942 

12. The Indian Finance Act. 1942. 

13. The Agricultural Produce (Grading and Marking) Amendment 

Act, 1942. 

14. The Indian Tolls (Arm\) Amendment Act, 1942. 

15. The Cantonments (Amendment) Act, 1942. 

16. The Indian Limitation (Amendment) Act, 1942. 

17. The Indian Companies (Amendment) Act, 1942 

18. The Weekly Holidays .Act. 1942. 

J9. The Industrial Statistics Act. 1942. 

20. The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act. 1942. 

STATEMENT LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Nkt Earninos op EECE.vTLy Constructed Railway Links 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Member for War Transport). 
Sir, 1 lay on the table a statement showing the net earnings for the 
financial year 1940-41 of recently constructed raihvtu lines 


Staieiwnt fikowinq net e/irning‘t during fhi financial year 1940-41 of new 
Railway lines opened on and after the 1st April, 1934. 

(Notk :—Only such lines as are entirely open and have been working for a full year 
are included.) , 







Net 
Inrome 
credItHbr 
to the 
project for 
1040-41. 

Peroentage return of 
income (column 6 on 
capital outlay). 

percentage 
return of 
income on 

Serial Name of 

No. Project. 

Working 

Railway. 

Gatigc. 

Mile¬ 

age. 

Date of 
opening. 

1939-40. 1940-41. 

capital 
. outlay 
some yeari 
after open¬ 
ing as esti¬ 
mated ori- ’ 
gi Daily. 

1 2 

3 

4 ■ 

.1 

0 

7 

8 9 

10 

1 Jhudo-FIthoro 

.Todhpnr 

Metre 

04-11 

1-0-1035 

'2,78,798 

11-23 12-0.6 

6-12 

2 Ehadro-Na- 
wabshah. 

Do. 

Do. 

30-72 20-11-1039 

2,06,617 

14-37 

0-87 

(«) 

3 Agastiampalli- 
Point Call- 

South 

Indian. 

Do. 

5-50 

20-1.1936 

—17,868 

(5) 

-4-96 -5-38 

(6) e (6) 

-10-6 

(r) 


(6) Excludes net earnings of existing lines ftom new traffic Interchanged with now railway but ostimatcd 
return took such credits Into account. 

(c) Government were committed to the construction of the line as part of Oio terms of transfer of the Tan- 
jore District Board Lines to the South Indian Railway. It was estimated that a loss of Rs. 87,500 would accrue 
to Goveruraent on an outlay of Rs. 34 lakhs. 



DEPAliTMENT OF EDUCATION. HEALTH AND LANDS NOTIFICA- 
TION UNDER THE DESTRUCTIVE INSECTS AND PESTS ACT. 


Kr. J. D. Tyson (Secretary, Department of Education, Health and 
Lands): Sir, I lay on the table a copy of the Department of Education^ 
Health and Lands Notification, No. F. 15-21/41-A., dated the 12th May, 
1942. issued under the Destructive Insects and Pests Act. 1914. 


No. F.-15-21/41-A. 
govsrnmbnt or inbia. 


DEPARTMENT OB' EDUCATION, HEALTH AND LANDS. 
New Delhi, tke mh Ala}/. 191,2. 


NOTIBTCATION. 

(Agriculture ) 

In e\trciBi> of the poweia conferred by sections 4A and 4D of the Destructive 
In.sccts iiiid Pests Act, 1914 (II of 1914), the Central Government .a pleased to direct 
that the following further amendments shall be made in the notification of the Govern¬ 
ment ot India, in the Depaitment of Education, Health and Lands, No. IT.-SO-IS (20)/ 
39-A., dated the 20th November 1940, and the rules published therewith, namely :— 

I Ill the preamble to the said notification, and in rule 1 of the said rules, 
after the word “Punjab”, the words “the United Provinces” shall be 
inserted. 

II. In the Note below the Schedule annexed to the said rules, clauses (b) and 
(c) shall be re-lettered as clauses (c) and (d) respectively and before 
clause (c) as so relettered, the following clause shall be inserted, namely :— 
“(b) in the United Provinces, by the Entomologist to the Government of the 
United Provinces, or such other officer as may be authorised b,v the 
Provincial Government in this behalf,”. 

Sd. J. D. TYSON, 

iStcratary. 


No. B'.-lS-21/41-A. 

Copy foi warded to the— 

Director, Imperial Agricultural Research Institute; Commerce Department; 
Central Board of Revenue; Secretary, Imperial Council of Agricultural 
Research; for information and Publication m the journals of the 
Imperial Council of AgricultursJ Research. 

Director-General, Commer<;ial Intelligence and Statistics for publication in the 
Indian Trade Journal. 

Consul General for the United States of America, Calcutta. 

I.egislative Department with 8 spare oopiea, with the request that they may, in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 4D of the Destructive Insects 
and Pests Act, be placed on the table t>f the Council of State. 

I,egislative Assembly Department, with 8 spare copies, with the request that 
they may, in accordance with the provisions of Section 4D cf the 
Destructive Insects and Pests Act, be placed on the table of the 
Legislative Assembly. 

By order, 

S. S. BEDI, 
for Deputy Sterttary^ 

( 66 ) 



INDIANS OVERSEAS DEPARTMENT NOTIFICATION UNDER THE 
j INDIAN EMIGRATION ACT. 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney (Member for Indian Overseas): Sir, I 
lay on the table a copy of the Department of Indians Overseas Notifica¬ 
tion, No. F. 35/42-0.S., dated the 20th June, 1942, issued under the 
Indian Emigration Act, 1922. 

No. F-35/42-0.* S 

OOVERNMKNT op INDIA. 

DEPARTMENT OF INDIANS OVERSEAS. 

New Delhi, the SOth June 19ii. 


NOTIFICATION. 

In extrcUe of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of section 30A of the 
Indian Emigration Act, 1922 (VII of 1922), the Central Government is pleased to 
direct that the following amendment shall be made in the Department of hducation. 
Healthy and Lands, No. F.-33/39-Overscas, dated the Ist August 1939, namely :— 

In the said Notification, after the words “unless exempted by”, the words 
“general or” shall be inserted. 


G. S. BOZMAN, 

' Secretary. 


STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman (Finance Member); Sir, I lay 
on the table a copy* each of— 

(i) Appropriation Accounts (Civil) 1940-41 and the Audit Report, 

1942; 

(ii) Commercial Appendix to the Appropriation Accounts (Civil) 

1940-41 and the Audit Report, 1942; 
fiii) Finance Accounts 1940-41 and the Audit Report, 1942; 

(iv) Appropriation Accounts (Posts and Telegraphs) 1940-41 and 

the Audit Report, 1941; 

(v) Appropriation Accounts (Defence Services) 1940-41; 

(vi) Audit Report—Defence Services 1942; 

(vii) Memorandum containing explanation of variations in the 

Centra] Government Appropriation Aceouflts (Civil) 1940-41 
and the Audit Report, 1942, under the sub-heads of accounts 
pertaining to the High Commissioner for India and the 
comments of the Auditor of Indian Home Accounts; 

(viii) Commercial Appendix to the Appropriation Accounts of the 
Defence Services for 1940-41; 

(ix) Appropriation Accounts (Railways) 1940-41, Part I; 

' (x) Appropriation Accounts (Railways) 1940-41, Part II; 

(xi) Railway Audit Report, 1942; 

(xii) Capital Statements, Balance Sheets and Profit and Loss 

Accounts of State Railways in India for 1940-41; 

(xiii) Balance Sheets of Railway Collieries and Statements of alLm- 
oost of coal for 1940-41; 


•Not included in these Debates, but copies have been placed in the Library' of the 
House— Ed, of D. ‘ 

( 66 ) 
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(xivj Merxiorandum showing explanations of variations between the 
grant and actuals under expenditure in England for 1940-41 
of the Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department; 

(xv) Corrections to the appropriation accounts (Posts and Tele¬ 

graphs) for 1940-41; 

(xvi) Correction to the appropriation accounts (Eailways) for 1940- 

41, Part 11; 

(xvii) Amendments to the Audit Report, Defence Services, 1942; 
and 

i(xviii) Corrections to the Appropriation Accounts (Civil) 1940-41 
and Audit Report, 1942. 


AMENDMENTS TO CERTAIN MOTOR VEHICLES RULES. 

Sir Ounmath Bewoor (Secretary, Posts and Air Department): Sir, I 
on the tp.ble a copy each of— 


(i) Notification, No. A-1-.3594/41, dated the 2l8t March, 1942, issued 

hv the Chief Commissioner of Coorg amending the Coorg 
Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940; 

(ii) Notification, No. A-3-4024/41, dated the 11th March, 1912, 

issued by the Chief Commissioned of Coorg amending the 
Coorg Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940; 

(iii) Notification, No. F, 12 (3)/42-General, dated 11th March, 1942, 

issued by the Chief Commissioner, Delhi, amending the 
Delhi Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940; 

r(iv) Notification, No. F. 12(81)/42-General, dated 2nd April, 1942, 
issued by the Chief Commissioner, Delhi, amending the 
Delhi Motor Vehicles Rules, 1941; 

(v) Notification, No. F. 12(40)/42-General, dated 2l8t May, 1942, 

issued by the Chief Commissioner, Delhi, under section 70 
of the Motor Vehicles Act, 1939; 

(vi) Notification; No. F. 12 (36)/42-General, dated 8th June, 1942, 

issued by the Chief Commissioner, Delhi, under sections 21 
and 41 of the Motor Vehicles Act, 1939; 

'(vii) Notification, No. F. 14-6-III, dated the 25th May, 1942, issued 
by the Chief Commissioner, Ajmer-Merwara, amending the 
Ajmer-Merwara Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940; and 

‘(viii) Notification, No. F. 14-6-III, dated the 13th July, 1942, issued 
by the Chief Commissioner, Ajmer-Merwara, amending the 
Ajmer-Merwara Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940. 
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THE CHIEF COMMISSIONEB OF OOOBG. 

notification. 

.Vo A-l-SSaiHl, dated Mercara, the Slit March, 19^2 . 

lii exercise of the powers conferred by section 70 of the Motor Vehicles Act, 1930' 
(IV of 1939), and Notification of the Government of India, Department of Communica¬ 
tions, No. R. 60, dated the 28th June, 1939, the Chief Commissioner is pleased U> 
make the following amendment in the Goorg Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940, issued with 
his notification No R, F 43/121-39, dated the 26th March, 1940. 

Amendment. 

At the end of Chapter V .ifter rule 148 of the said rules, the following heading 
and rules shall be inserted, najnely.— 

Special rulet applicable to motor vehicles using tproductr gas as a motor vehicle fuel. 

148-A. In these rules, unless otherwise expressly stated, “producer” means the 
whole of the generator, pipes, coolers, fitters &nd accessories necessary for the generation: 
ol gas and its supply to the engine. 

148-B. On or after the 15th October, 1941, no producer shall be fitted to a motor- 
vehicle unless the producer— 

(a) has been made by a manufacturer approved in this behalf by the Madras or 

Mysore Government and further approved by the Coorg Provincial Tran- 
port Authority as to its fitting on the vehicle and other details; 

(b) is of a type of model approved by, and in accordance with specifications 

approved by, that authority for use on the type of vehicle concerned; 

(c) has affixed to the generator in such a manner as to be clearly visible, a 

metal plate having legibly displayed upon it the name of the rhanufacturer 
and the manufacturer’s serial number: 

Provided that in the case of stage carnages or goods vehicles plying inter-provncially 
between Ooorg and Mysore or Coorg and Madras, when it is proved to the satisfaction- 
of the Coorg Provincial Transport Authority that the producer gas fitted to such 
vehicles has been approved in all respects by comjfetent authorities of those provinces, 
no further approval by the Coorg Provincial Transport Authority shall be necessary. 

148-C. (1) Any person seeking the approval of the Provincial Transport Authority 
under rule 148-B shall u ake application in writing to the said authority accompanied 
by duplicate copies of the specifications, of clear drawings or prints of the producer 
and of the mstructions for working it, and shall state the type or model of motor 
vehicle and the size and horse-power of the engine for which the producer is intended 

(2) If so required by the said authority, a person who has made an application' 
under sub-rule (1) shall furnish at his own expense a vehicle fitt^ed with the producer 
lor such test on the road /including a road ^rney of not lees than 50 miles conti¬ 
nuous) as the authority may specify 

148-D, fl) Before according approval to any type or design of producer tho Provin¬ 
cial Transport Authority shall satisfy itself that the design and construction proposed' 
are in accordance with the provision of these rales and in particular that— 

(a) the design is reasonably simple and suitable to the typo of vehicle for which’ 
it is intended and is such that it can be fitted to the vehicle in such a 
way that the driver’s vision and control of the vehicle are not impeded, 
the oonveiiienoe and safety of passengers is not endangered, the weight 
of the producer can be reasonably 'distributed over the chassis, and the 
filters, coolers, pipes and other parts requiring frequent cleaning and' 
attention can be fitted In readily accessible places; 

(h) the effective capaciby of the generator, hopper and filters is sufficient to- 
provide fuel to propel the vehicle for a distance of not less than 50 
miles without recharging the hopper or cleaning Uie filters; 

(c) the producer is capable of providing gas to propel the vehicle by tlje gas alone 

along a level road with its full lawful load at a snabained rate of speed of 
not less than— 

(i) in the c_^e of a goods vehicle not being a heavy transport vehiclp, 20 m n h , 
(li) in the case of a goods vehicle being a heavy transport vehicle, 15 m.p.b., 
(iii) in any other case, 25 ro.p.h. 

(d) the materials and methods of oonstrnctkm specified by the applicant are, aave 

as otherwise declared by the applicant, calculated to withstand fair wear 
and tear for a period of not less than two years undep the normal conditions 
of working of the type of vehicle for which the producer is intended. 
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(2) The instructions for tlie working of the producer shall be subject to the approval 
of the Provincial Transport i^uthonty which shall cause to be endorsed thereon a state¬ 
ment of the materials and parts declared by the applicant not to be calculated to 
withstand two yeais’ fair wear and teni 

148-E. Every pioducer shall be designed, manufactured, fitted and maintained with 
ail reasonable caie necessary to prevent danger from lire, gas poisoning, and burns, 
and ill particulsj— 

(a) all pipes, joints, valves and all covers t6 the hoppers, generators, cooling 

chambers, filters and other acceseoiies shall be free from gas or air leaks; 
and 

(b) if an escape funnel is fitted to the generator for use daring the blowing of air 

thiough the generator, the mouth of the funnel .shall be placed above the 
level of the roof of the vehicle. 

148-F. (1) No part of any producer stall bo placed so as to reduce the held of 
vision of the driver by means of the mirror prescribed in rule 96 or otherwise, or so as 
to impede the driver m his control of the vehicle. 

i(2) In a public seivice vehicle— 

(») no part of the producer shall be placed within the passengers’ compartment; 
and 

(b) the geneiator shall be centrally placed in rear of the paasengeis’ compait- 
ment, either completely outside it or recessed into the rear panel, and 
shall be insulated and have the clearance prescribed m rule 148-0 . 
Trovided that notwithstanding iho provisions of rule 88 (a) the generator and a reserve 
of fuel not e-xceeding one hundred and fifty pounds in weight may be carried on a 
liailei .iLtached to a public service vehicle. 

(3) No public service vehicle fitted with a producer shall have any opening or door 
in the re.ir end of the vehicle 

(4) In a- tiansporl vehicle othei than a public seivicc vehicle the geneiator shall 
not be placed forward of the i-ear of the driver’s cab and shall be insulated and have 
the clearance prescribed in rule 148-G. 

148-G. (1) On any motor vehicle, if any part of the generator is so placed as to be 
within a distance of six inches, am a horizontal plane from any part of the vehicle, 
the vetncle shall be iicsulated tfnaa the generator by a sheet of asbestos one-eighih 
of an inch thick, or by sudi oilier insulating material as the Provincial Transport 
Authority may by general <or special order m writing specify m this behalf, not less 
in height than the height of the generator (including the hopper) and of such a width 
as— 

(a) where the generator is recessed, to completely line the recess; and 

(b) where the generator is not recessed, to project for a distance of not less 

than six inches on cither side of the generator. 

(2) No part of a generator shall have a clearance between it and the insulating 
material presciibed in sub-rule (1) of less than two inches. 

148-K (1) In the case of a goods v«d»icle the generator may be placed centrally 
at the re.'ir of the vehicle as prescribed for a public service vehicle or, bchimf the 
-driver’s cab. 

,(2) When the generator is placed behind the driver’s cab it shall be adequately 
•enclosed m a separate compartment, and no goods shall be carried m that compartment 

148-1. No generator and no pipe oodnectiug the generator to the gas filters shall 
be so placed that any part of the generator or pipe is within a distance of less than— 

(a) two feet from any part of the petrol tank; or 

(b) four feet from the filling point or orifice of the petrol tank ; 

Provided that if the filling point or orifice is screened off from the generator by an 
adequate partition, clause (b) shall not apply in relation to the generator. 

148-J. On any transport vehicle the filters and gas coolers shall be so placed as to be 
readily accesriblp for cleaning at any time. 

148-K. Every part of the producer shall bo firmly and securely fixed in place, and 
all pipes, valvejs, joints end hopper lids or rovers shall at all tiroes be maintained in 
^ ga8-%ht .conditipn.' 
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148-L. No driver or other person in charge of a motor vehicle to which a producer 
is fitted shall— 

‘ (a) at any time when there is fire in (he generator, cause or allow the vehicle 
to stop or remain stationary at a distance of less than ten yards from any 
other motor vehicle or of less than 20 yards from any petrol pump or 
place where petrol is supplied in tins; 

(b) at any time when theie is fire m the generator, pour petrol or cause or 

allow petrol to be poured into Xe petrol tank; 

(c) carry, or cause or allow to be carried, in the vehicle (save in the regular 

petrol tank thereof) any petrol or other inflammable or explosive 
substance; 

(d) clean or rake out the generator at any appointed bus stand or stopping 

place or within a d.stance of less than ^ yards from any other motor 
vehicle, or cause or allow the same to be done by any person ; 

(e) where a park, bus stand, or halting place or a part of a park, bus standi 

or halting place is set apart for vehicles fitted with producers, allow 
the vehicle to stop or remain stationary in any other park, bus standi 
or halting place or other part thereof, as the rise may be; 

(f) place the vehicle, or cause or allow it to be placed, in any garage or 8hed< 

unless the garage or shed is provided with a permanent opening or 
openings for sufficient, ventilation other than doors and windows that 
may be closed 

148-M. (1) Tlic projection of any part of a producer beyond the rear of the 
vehicle shall be deemed not to be a part of the vehicle for the purposes of rules 108 
and 110 of the Coorg Motor Vehicle Rules, 1940 

(2) No producer shall be fitted to any motor vehicle in such a way that the- 
vehicle thereby contravenes the provisions of rule 107 or rule 109 of the Coorg Motor 
Vehicle Rules, 1940. 

Vote.—-Every driver or other person in charge of a motor vehicle to which a> 
producer is fitted is informed that the fitting of a producer gas plant is in effect an 
alteration for purpose.<i of section 32 of the Act, and is advised in his own interest 
to have the vehicle inspected and the fact noted on the certificate of fitness before- 
putting it into use 

J. W PRITCHARD, 

f7Af«/ Commttsianer. 


THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF COORG 
NOTIFICATION. 

A’o A-3-J^02^j/ft, dated Mercara, the llth March, iOlfS 

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 48 (d) of the Motor Vehiclfes Act,. 
1939, read with section 68 (z) and (za) and the notification of the Government of 
India, Department of Communhations, No. R. 60, dated the 28th June 1939, the 
Chief Commissioner is pleased to make the following amendment to the Coorg Motor 
Vehicles Rules, 1940, issued with his notification No R P 43/121-39, dated the 
26th March 1940, 

Amendment. 

After Rule 56(1)), add the following :— 

“56(c). The Provincial Transport Authority may stipulate, if necessary, specific 
condit’ons for the carriage of mails in any stage carriage on any route.” 

2. In Part A of Form P St.S. 

Add the following, as item 15 :— 

“15.—The permit-holder shall, if required carry mails, at such rates, as may bo 
fi.xed by the Provincial Transport Authority, in consultation with the Postalf 
Authoritie.s concerned 

J. W. PRITCHARD, 

Chief Uommieaioner, 
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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER, DELHI. 

NOTIFICATION. 

DtlhA, tht nth March 19i2. 

No. F. 12 (S)H2-Otntral .—In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (d) of 
sub-scctlon (2) of section 70, of the Motor Vehicles Act, 1939, read with the noti¬ 
fication of the Government of India m the Department of Communications No. R.-60, 
dated the 28th June 1939, the Chief Commissioner is pleased to make the following 
amendment in the Delhi Motor Veh cles Rules, 1940, the same having been previously 
published with his notification No F. 12 (3)/41-G(ner.al, dated the 5th January 1942. 
Amendificnt. 

In sub-rule (1) of rule 5.69 for the figures and words “225 pounds m weight 
unladen” the figures and words ”1,100 pounds in weight laden” shall be substituted. 

A V A.SKWITfl, 

Chef Cownii.^'onne,, Delhi. 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER, DELHI 
NOTIFICATION. 

Delhi, the 2nd April 19^.2. 

No F.-12 (31) H2-Gener(d .—In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (za) 
in sub-section (2) of section 68 and clause (d) in section 48 of the Motor Vehicle* 
Act, 1939, read with the Notification of the Government of India in the Depart¬ 
ment of Communications No. R.-60. dated the 28th June 1939, the Chief Commis¬ 
sioner 18 pleased to make the follow.ng amendment in the Delhi Motor Vehicles 
Rules, 1941, the same having been previously nnblished with his Notification No. 
F.-12 (3)/42-Generai, dated the 5th February 1942 
Amendment. 

After rule 4.18 the following shall be added, namely :— 

“418-A The Provincial Transport Authority may attach to any stage carriage 
Carriage of malls In stage permit a condition that the holder shall, if requ.red carry 
carriages mails at such rates as may be fixed by the ProvmciM 

Transport Authority in consultation with the postal authorities.” 

A. V. ASKWITH, 
Chief Commistioner, Delhi. 

OFFICE OF TH§ CHIEF COMMISSIONER, DELHI. 
NOTIFICATION. 

Delhi, the 2Ut May 19i£. 

No. F. 12 (J^O)Ht-General .—In exercise of the powers conferred by section 70 of 
the Motor Vehicles Act, 1939, read with the not.fication of the Government of India 
in the Department of Communications No. R-60, dated the 28th June 1939, the Chief 
Commisaioner is pleased to make the following rules the same having been previously 
published with his notification No. F. 12 (40)/42-General, dated the 4th May 1942. 

2. The Chief Commissioner takes this opportunity of drawing attention to the 
provisions of section 32 of the Motor Vehicles Act, 1939, under which the owner of 
any motor vehicle who affixes a charcoal g.as plant to it is required to report the 
fact to the Registering Authority within whose jurisdiction he resides. 

Bvlxs. 

1. These rules may be cited as the Delhi Motor Vehicles (Use of Charcoal Gas) 

Title. 

Rules, 1942. 

2. In these rules unless there is something repugnant in the subject or context,— 

DeflnUlon. 

(a) “Board” means the Board constituted by the Chief Commissioner under 

rule 3 of these rules; 

(b) “charcoal gas plant” means an apparatus for generating gas by the com¬ 

bustion of charcoal with a. view to the use of the gas for the propulsion 
of a motor vehicle, and includes the whole of the generator, p.pes, coolers, 
filters and accessories necessary for that purpose and for the supply of 
the gas to the engine of the motor vehicle. 
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3. (2), For the purpose of approving persons to serve as manufacturers of charcoal 
Constitution, of the Board 8^® plants, and to perforin the other functions which are to 
be discharged by the Board under these rules, the Chief 
Commissioner may appoint a Board, consisting of the Chairman of the Delhi Pro- 
vinc.al Transport Authority and not less than two and not more than four other 
persons. 

(K) In the event of a disagreement between the members of the Board the opinion 
of the majority shall prevail. 

4 (1) Any person desiring to be approved as a manufacturer of charcoal gas 

Grant of certificates to ap- plants shall make an application to the Board accompanied 
proved maniifucturers. gpecifications and drawmgs m duplicate of the plant or 

plants which he proposes to manufacture, an explanation of 
the type or model of motor veh.cle to whiclueach plant is designed to be fitted and 
a copy of the instructions which he proposes'to issue for the guidance of the person 
using the plant. 

(f) If so lequired byi the Board, a person who has made an application under 
sub-rule (1) of this rule shall— 

(a) submit a model of the charcoal gas plant to such tests in such laboratory 

or workshop and by such person as the Board may specify, and 

(b) provide at his own expense a vehicle fitted with the charcoal gas plant 

for such tests on the road as the Board may specify 

{S) After considering the papers submitted and subjecting the model charcoal gas 
plant to Bucji tests as the Board deems suitable, the Board may at its discretion 

grant or refuse the application, and if it decides to grant the applicat.on shall 

issue a certificate to the applicant showing that be has been approved as a mann- 
facturer of charcoal gas plants of a type or types to be specified in the certificate. 

(^) Before accoiding approval to any type or design of charcoal gas plant the 

Board shall satisfy itself that the design and construction proposed are m accord¬ 
ance with thep proviB.on of these rules apd in particular that— 

(aj the design is reasonably simple and suitable to the type of vehicle for 

which it IS intended and is such that it can be fitted to the vehicle 

in such a way that the driver’s vision and control of the veh cle are 
. not impeded, the convenience and safety of passengers is not endangered, 

' the weight of the charcoal gas plant cAn be reasonably distributed over 
the chassis, and the filters, coolers, pipes and other parts requiiing 

frequent oleanipg and attention can be fitted in leadily access bio places; 

(b) the effective capacity of the generator, hfcpper and filters is sufficient to 

provide fuel to propel the vehicle for a distance of not less than fifty 

miles without recharging the hopper or cleaning the filteis; 

(c) the charcoal gas plant is capable of providing gas to propel the vehicle by 

the gas alone along a _ level road, with its full lawful load at a sustained 

rate of speed not less than—• 

(i) in the case of goods vehicle not bein^ a heavy transport vehicle, twenty 
miles an hour; 

(n) in the case of goods vehicle being a heavy transport vehicle, fifteen miles 
an hour • 

(ill) in any other case, twenty-five miles an hour; 

(d) the materials and methods of construction specified by the applicant are 

save as otherwise declared by the applicant, calculated to withstand fair 
wear and tear for a period of not Jess than two years under the normal 
conditions of working; 

(e) the plant is so designed as to cause no undue wear to the engine. 

(.5) It shall be a condition of every certificate issued under sub-rule (3) of this 
rule that the holder of the certificate shall in respect of every charcoal gas plant 
issued from h s factory supply to the prospective user a set of instructions in terms 
approved by the Board for the working of the charcoal gas plant. 

(e) Notwithstanding anything in this rule the Board may direct that any person 
who has been approved as a manufacturer of charcoal gaa plants in any other Pro 
vince or State in India shall be deemed to be an approved manufacturer for the 
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iDelhi Province subject to the conditions in force in the Province or State m which 
ithe person was first approved as a manufkcturer and to such further conditions as 
the Board may think fit to impose 

5. On or after the first day of June 1942 no person shall drive a motor vehicle, 

iipmhihin f ““ holder of a permit shall allow the vehicle to which 

charcoal” gas plants** iioi, perm,t i elates to be diiven, with a charcoal gas plant 

made by an approved affixed thereto unless the chaicoal gas plant has been made 
manufacturer. [jy g, manufacturer approved by the Board under rule 4 of 

these rules ; and has been spec.fied by the nianufacturer as being of a type suitable 

for use on the motor vehicle to which it is fitted : 

Provided that the Board may by general or special order give permission for 

any charcoal gas plant wh.ch was in use on a motor vehicle before the first day 

of June 1942, to eontinue to be used on that vehicle even though it was not manu¬ 
factured by a person approved by the Board under rule 4 of these rules. 

6. (/) No person shall drive any motor vehicle, and no holder of a permit shall 

allow the motor vehicle to wh,ch' the permit relates to be 
'Conditions under which driven with a charcoal gas plant affixed thereto unless the 
t)e**u^d. *** lequirements set forth m the Schedule to these rules are 

fulfilled in respect of the said plant and the vehicle to 

which it 18 fitted. 


(2) The driver or other person m charge of a motor vehicle to which a charcoal 
jjas plant is fitted shall not— 

(a) at any time when there is fire in the generator, cause or allow the vehicle 

to stop or remain stationary at a distance of less than ten yards from 

any other mntoi vehicle or less than twenty yards fiom any petrol pump 
ci pbwe where petrol is supplied in tins; 

(b) at any time when there is fire in the generator, pour petrol or cause or 

allow petrol to be poured into the petrol tank; 

(c) carry or cause or allow to be earned m the vehicle (save m the regular 

petiol tank thereof) any petrol or other inflammable or explosive sub¬ 
stance , 

,(d) clean or rake out the generator at any appointed bus stand or stopping 
place or within a distance of less than twenty yards from any other 
motor vehicle or cause or allow the same to be done by any person; 

((e) where a park, biis stand, or halting place or a part of a park, bus stand 

or halting place is set apart for vehicles fitted with charcoal gas plants, 
allow the veh.cle to stop or remain stationary in any other park, bus 
stand or halting place or other part thereof, as the case may be; 

(f) place the vehicle or cause or allow it to be placed m any garage or shed 
imless the garage or shed is provided with a permanent opening or 
openings for sufficient ventilation other than doors and windows thal^ 
may be closed 


7. Nothing in these rules shall prohibit the use m the Delhi Province of a 
charcoal gas plant on a motor vehicle which is registered in 
Reciprocity with other the Punjab or the United Provinces or any other Province 
Provinces or States. State to which the Chief Commissioner may extend the 

applicability of this rule, provided that the lequirements of the rules in force in 
the Province or State where the motor vehicle is registered in respect of the use of 
-charcoal gas plants are fulfilled. 

e , Srhfdvh. 

I. Every charcoal gas plant must confom to the following general specifications :— 
(a) All pipes, joints, valves, and all covers to the hoppers, generators, cooling 
chambers, filters and other accessories shall be free from gas or air- 
leaks. 


(b) If an escape funnel is fitted to the generator for use during the blowing 

of air through the generator, the mouth of the funnel shall be placed 
above the level of the roof of the vehicle. , 

(c) The materials for the construction of generators including hoppers and 

outer shells if anv, shall be of mild steel sheet and shall not be less 
than No. 16 B. W. Q. (0.065 in. thick) with the exceptiofl that in the 
case of any updraft generators in which no refracjfory lining is used. 
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the fire-box shall be constructed of miJd steel sheet not less than 11 

Ji. W. G (0.120 in. tliiik) for s distance of twelve inches above the 

grate or to the top of the gas offtake, whichever is less. In the case- 
of Lros-sdratt geneiatois. where no refractory hn'ng is used, the distance 
from the mouth of the tuyere to any part of the shell shall not be less 
than five imhes. All generator cover and generator flange joints shall 
be made of heat resisting material. 

(d) The mater al from which coolers are made shall be mild steel, copper or 

hra.ss sheet not less than 18 B W G (0 049 in thick). All coolers 
miiht be made so that they can be readily cleaned. 

(e) The gas filtering system shall he in not less than three stages, of which 

the last stage shall he felt or other approved fabric, provided that the 
Chief Commissioner ni.ay by notification approve any fi'tenng system 
The inuteiiils fioin which filter casings and all gas piping uji to the 
mixing chamber or caiburettor are made shall not be less than No. 18 
B W G (0-049 in tluck) All filters shall be so placed as to be accessible 
1-0 cleaning at all times 

(f) Flanges fitted tc piping shall bo made of material not less than No. 11 

B. W G. (0 120 in thick) Each flange shall be secured by not less than 
four bolts 

II (1) No part of any charcoal gas plant shall be so placed as to reduce the field 
of vision of the driver by means of the minor prescribed m lule 5 7 of the Delhi 
Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940 or otherwite, or so as to impede the driver in his control 
of the vehicle. 

(2) In a public service vehicle— 

(a) no part of the charcoal gas plant shall be placed within the passengers com¬ 

partment, .ind 

(b) the generator shall be centrally placed in rear of the passengeis compartment, 

either completely outside it or recessed into the rear panel, and shall be 
insulated and have the clearance prescribed in paragraph III of this 
Schedule . 

Provided that the generator and a reserve of fuel not exceeding one hundred andl 
fifty pounds in weight may be earned on a trailer attached to a public service vehicle. 

(3) No public service vehicle fitted with a charcoal gas plant shall have any openmg, 
or door at the rear of the vehicle. 

i(4) In a transport vehicle other than a public service vehicle the generator shall 
not be placed forward of the rear of the driver’s cab and shall be insulated and have 
the clearance prescribed m paragraph III. 

III. (1) On any motor vehicle, if luiy part of the generator is so placed as to oe- 
within a distance of si.y inches in a horizontal plane from any part of the veh'cle, 
the vehicle shall be msulated from the generator by a sheet of asbestos one-eighth of 
an inch thick, or by such other insulating material as the Board may by general or 
special Older in writing specify iii this behalf, not being less in height than the 
height of^the geneiator (including the hopper) and of such a width as— 

(a) where the generator is recessed, to line completely the recess; and 

(b) where the generator is not recessed, to project for a distance of not less tham 

six inches on either side of the generator. 

(2) No pait of a generator shall have a clearance between* it and the insulating 
material prescribed in sub-paragraph (1) of this paragraph of less than two inches. 

IV. (1) In the case of a goods vehicle the generator may he placed centrally at the 
rear of tlxe vehicle as prescribed for a public service vehicle or behind the driver’s cab. 

(2) When the generator is placed behind the driver’s cab it shall be adequately 
enclosed in a separate compaitnient, and rio goods shall be carried m that compartment 

V ■ No geneiator and no pipe connecting the generator to the gas filters shall be- 
so placed that any part of the generator or pipe is within a distance of less l&a|i— 

(a) two feet from my part of the petrol tank, or 

(b) four feet from the filling point or orifice of the petrol tank : * 
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Provided that if the filling point or orifice is screened from the generator by an 
adequate partition, d.iuse (b) shall not apply in relation to the generator 

VI. Every part of the charcoal gas plant shall be firmly and securely fixed im 
place, and all pipes, valves, joints, hopper lids or covers shall at all times be nianitained 
in .1 g.Ks-lighl condition. 

VII Wliere water is used, either for injection, or for cooling tuyeres, it sli.ill be 
provided from a source other than the engine cooling system, and shall not be in 
circuit lliPl'owith. 

A. V. ASKWITH, 

Chxtf Commxasxoner, Delhi 


OFFICE OF THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER, DELHI. 


NOTIFICATION 
Ddhft, the 8th Jane 191(2. 

No F -12 {3G)142-Genrral —In exercise of the power conferred by sections 21 and 41 
of the Motor Veliiclea Act, 1939, re.id with the Notification of the Guvenimeni of 
India in the Depaitment of Coinrniinications No. B-60, dated the 28th June 1939. the- 
Chief Commissioner is jileased to make the following rules, the same having been 
previously published with Ins Notification No. F.-12 {36)/42-General, dated the 10th 
April', 1942. 

Rtdea. 

1. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Delhi Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940, 
nc fee shall be charged for the issue or alteration of certificates of registration relating 
to motor vehicles which are the property of the Personal Representative in India of 
the President of the United States of America and his staff. 

2. If the Personal Representative in India of the President of the United States, 
of America or any member of his staff has paid or shall hereafter pay a fee for the 
issue or renewal of a licence to drive a motor vehicle or for undergoing a test of 
competency to drive the fee shall on his application be refunded to him. 

A. V. ASKWITH, 

Chief Vommiesioner. Delhi. 


ORDERS BY THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER, AJMER-MERWARA 


NOTIFICATION, 
n .ibu, the 25th May, 1942 

No F. j 14-6-11 Chief Commissioner is pleased to make the following amend¬ 
ment in the Aimer-Merwara Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940, published with his Notifica¬ 
tion No 1141 /34-W /38-ni, dated the 12th June 1940, the amendment having been 
previously published in this Administration's Notification No. F./l4-6-in, dated the 
4th Apul, 1942. 

In rule 6 56 (a) of Chapter V—Construction, Equipment and Maintenance of Motor 
Vehicles—for the figure and words “225 pounds in weight unladen” auhsUtute the- 
figure and words “1100 pounds in weight laden”. 


By Order, 

M. WORTH, 

Set'retary to the Chief Commiastoner,. 

AjmeT-Merviara. 
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ORDERS BY THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER, AJMER-MERWARA. 

NOTIFICATION. 


Abu. the ISth July, 19^2. 

No F IU-6-1II —The Chief Commissioner is pleased to make the following 
addendum to the Aimer-Merwara Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940, published with his 
Notification No 1141/34-'W./38-III, dated the 12th June, 1940, the addendum hav ng 
bten previously published in this Administration’s Notification No F /14 6in, dated 
the 28th May 1942. 

Chapter IV—Control of Transpoit Vehicles After clause (b) of rule 4.18 insert 
the following new clause— 

“(p) that the holder of a permit of a stage carnage shall, if required, carry 
mails at such rates as may be fixed by the Provincial Transport Authority 
m consultation with the Postal authorities concerned ” 

By Order, 

M. WORTH, 

Secretary to the Chief Commt'isioner, 

Ajmer-Merwara. 


KJ.E("l7a'>J OF A MKMBEH TO THE DEFENCE C'ONSULTATIVE 
COMMITTEE 

Mr. C. M. Trivedi (Secretury, War Department): Sir, I move; 

“That this Assembly do proceed to elect, m such manner a.s the Ilonourahle the 

President may direct, a non-official member to ^serve on the Defence Consultative 

'Conmiittee, vice Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney, deceased.” 

Mr. President (The Honouviiblo Sir Abdur Ittihim); The question is: 

“That this Assembly do proceed to elect, .in such manner as ihe Honourable tlie 

Prisukiit may direct, a non-official member to serve on the Defence Consultative 

'Committee, vice Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney, deceased ” 

Thfc motion wat adopted 


ELECTION OF A MEMBEll TO THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR 

THE UTILIZA'ITON BRANCH OE THE GEOLOGICAL SUBVEY 
OF INDIA. 

The Honourable Dr. U. R. Ambedkar (Labour Member): Sir, I move. 

“That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the 
Prtsident may direct one representative of the Assembly to serve on the Advisory 
Committee constituted by the Government of India, to advise on problems connected 
with the noik ot the Utilization Branch of the Geologic.d Survey of India.’’ 

Mr. Pi*esident (The Honourable Sir Abdur Ruhiin); Motion moved: 

“That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the 
President may clupct one representative of the Assembly to serve on the Advisory 
Committee constituted by the Government of India, to advise on problems connected 
witn the work of the tUilizatiori Branch of ,the Geological Survey of India.” 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy (Dacca Division: Non-Muhammadan Rural): I am 
sure the House is rather disappointed iu not having the privdege of hear¬ 
ing a maiden speech from my Honourable friend on this subiect. I am 
.afraid tlie Honburable Member is fighting shy of going into the history of 
.tills question because under the guise of this siiort motion is sought to be 
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covered u dark and tragic chapter of British Indian h.story. I refer to the 
Conference which was presided over by my Honourable friend, Sir 
Firoz Khan Noon, while he held charge of this Department, on the 6th 
July last at which a lengthy statement was made by Dr. Fox, the Head 
of the Greological Survey of India, in the course of which he culled 
attention to the disgraceful policy of the Government of India in regard’ 
to the development of India’s mineral resources during the past century 
or so. I am afraid my Honourable friend, the Home Member’s emissaries 
who are responsible for censorship are i\ot very careful about censoring 
official speeches of this character. Otherwise, they would have found 
valuable material in the press report of this Conference to which their- 
attention could justifiably have been directed 

Dr Fox, in announcing the constitution of the Utilization /Branch of 
the Geological Survey at that Conference, referred to the fact that India 
in pre-liistoric days—he referred to 2(X)0 B. C.—was a manufacturing- 
coimlrj in respect of important metals and was actually exporting manu¬ 
factured steel to other different parts of the world. With the British- 
connection, however, the whole jiicture was changed and Dr Fox made 
the astounding revelation that the importance of geological work on the 
jiart (tf the Government was realised only in the interests of getting coal' 
for the ))ur])ose of supplying ships which came from Europe with 
merchandise to this country. That was the first step that was taken foi 
the pnryiose of undertaking geological activities in this country at the 
instai'ie of the Government of India Then he referred to the period' 
when geological work was started in seriousness. 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney (Leader of the House*): May I just 
rise U' invite your attention to a point? The information which my 
Honomublo friend is giving and the criticisms which he is making are 
very \aluoljle, but T doubt whether they are really in point in reference to 
the motion which is before the House. The motion is that the Assembly 
do elect one xVleniber to serve on a certain Committee. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: I am surprised and pained at the interruption of 
the Httnourablc the Leader of the House in this matter. This i.s tlie first 
time that the House has any indication of the constitution of the Utiliza¬ 
tion Branch of the Geological Survey and we are entitled to know what it 
is about, and J am entitled to deal with certain aspects of the question as 
they strike me. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): I am not sure 
that I understood the Honourable the Leader of the House to take objec¬ 
tion to tha Kimourable Member’s remarks as being irrelevant. I do not" 
think I'c meant it. 

The Honotxable Mr. M< S. Aney: X did not say that. 

Mr. E. 0. Neogy: Now, I was coming to the year 1902 to which a 
specific reference was made by Dr. Fox. Ho said that in that year the 
department possessed Vix specialized mineral experts, and was pre¬ 
pared for p big utilization drive. What was the attitude of the Govern¬ 
ment in that matter? The Government of India of those days,—I am 
quoting from a press report—did not agree to thfs work of utilization and’ 
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stripped the depiirtment of its personnel by turning the experts into 
simple ininitig inspectors. The Government took the view that the 
departmont wag concerned m getting minerals for export to other 
countr't'.s and was not interested m the question of manufacturing any¬ 
thing out of tiiose minerals. This is what he said: 

“The work of geologists m India was mainly to promote the c.xport of raw 
materials rather than encourage industrial development in this country.” i 

When the war .started, suddenly the departmental conscience got 
pricked, and they now realise that they had done a great wrong in i ot 
devrlopmg the geological and mineral resources of India in time, and, 
pcrtitularly after thiv lost Malaya and Burma, they awoke to the necessity 
of doing something in that matter. I should like to know from the 
Horour.ible gentiem«n m charge of this Department whether it is not 
A fact ihat the experts that have been employed are evacuees from those 
■countries. 1 lia\e a snrewd suspicion that ultimately the activities of this 
branch of the de[)artment will be utilised for the purpose of rehabilitating 
in India, the powerful British financial interests which were dislodged 
from those conntrie.s, inUiresls which were engaged in the mineral industry 
in Malaya and Burma. 

Now, Sir, ] should like to know something about the composition of 
the Advisory Committee to M'hich we are being asked to agre ■ to elect 
one Memoer. How many different bodies are represented on it urd what 
will be the scope of its activities? Will the Committee have any voice 
in controlling the Government policy in regard to the employment of 
( experts and in legard to the granting of mineral concessions that will be 
ultimately granted as a resviit of the pioneering work of this brancli. 

A further point that aiiscs is as regards the relations that this hr.inch 
of trie Geological Deiiartment are going to maintain with the Eoai*d of 
Scieiitific and [ndustrial Besearch and Utilization that is attached to the 
' Commerce Department That, is another point on which I seek information 
r^urthermore, I should like to know what minerals have already been 
selected for the purpose of engaging the attention of this branch and who 
are the exp.arts that are engaged in investigations in that connection and 
whether Government hav.i already in view any commercial concerns to 
whorr. the concessions will be granted when the time is ripe for it. 

Tnen there is anothe-* point which is somewhat important, and that 
is the question of training Indians. It may be, and I dare say the Govern¬ 
ment reply will be, that the experts that are required for the purpose of 
carrying on investigations in some of these rare minerals, are not to be 
had in India. I should like to know what arrangements are being made 
for the purpose of giving properly qualified Indians the necessary facilities 
"for getting technical training under thd experts that may already be 
' employed. 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: It is quite true that my Hon¬ 
ourable friend had not the benefit of hearing my maiden speech. I have 
made many speeches in my life and I do not think I shall be afraid of 
making a maiden speech. 

My Honourable friend pointed out that the reason why I did not 
^8peak in support of the Besolution is because there is something very 
'dark which the department is not prepared to disclose to this House I 
■ can nat-ure the Honours ule Member that I do not think that there is 
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anything behind this p/o^ect which either myself or the Government of 
India need be ashamed of. 'When 1 put forward this motion, 1 thought 
that it would go through in the usual way in which such motions are 
treated and if 1 had the slightest inkling that my friend was going to 
raise these points, I would certainly have posted myself on these nu^si-ions. 
i,An Honourable Member: ‘You must know the procedure of the House ”) 
Well, J am -i uew man and 1 expect from this House a little more charity. 
If my friend must have the inlormation which he wants before he can 
allow this motion to go through, then my suggestion is that tliis debate 
may bo adjourned to a later date when I shall be in a position to give 
my Honourable friend the inlormation he wants. 

Mr. Piesident (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): The Honourable 
Member (Mr Neogy) ciin get all the information he wants by putting down. 

question, but I suppose it is the desire of the House that tlut> motion 
should be postponed. 

{Voices “Yes”.) 

The motion is postponed. 

ELECTION OF MEMBEItS TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE FOR 
THE POSTS AND AIR DEPARTMENT. 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor (Secretary, Posts and Air Department). Sir, I 
move: 

“ThTt this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Ifonourahle the 
President may direct, three non-official members to serve on a Standing Conrmittae 
to advise on subjects, other than 'Roads’, dealt with m the Department of Posts and 
Air, during the y^-ar 1942-43." 

I think I should explain why this motion has been brought forward. 
The House elected m the last Session a Standing Advisory Committee for 
the subjects dealt with in tho Department of Communications with .the 
exception of the subject of roads, for which there is a separate Standing 
Roads Committee. Since then, the Communications Department has been 
split into two, namely, the War Transport Department and the Posts and 
Air Department. The^ ComniiUee already elected is, therefore, u“iible to 
function. It has, Iherefcre, become necessary to elect a separate Advisory 
Committee for the Posts and Air Department. That is the reason why this 
motion has been brouglit forward before this House. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is. 

“That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable tho 
President may direct, three non-official members to serve on a Standing Committee 
*ri advise on subject*, other than ‘Roads’, dealt with in the Department of Posts and 
Air, during the year 1942-43.’’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President (Tlie Hoiu'urable Sir Abdur Rahim): I may Inform Hon¬ 
ourable Members that for the purpose of election of Members for the 
Defence Consultative Committee and the Standing Committee for the 
Department of Po-ts and Air the Notice Office will be open to receive 
-nominations up to 12 O’clock on Tuesday the 15th September, 1942. The 
•elections,, if necessary, for the Defence Consultative Committee will be 
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held On Thursday the ■ I7t.h September, 1942, while the election for tho 
Standing Committee for the Jlepartment of Posts and Air will take place 
on Friday the 18th Sejitei-iber, 1942. The elections which will bo conduct¬ 
ed in accc^dariee with the ijnnciple of proportional representation by means 
of the single transferable \ote will be held in the Assistant Secretary’s 
Boom in the Council House, New Delhi between the hours of 10-30 a.m. 
and 1 P.M. 


THE REPEALING AND AMENDING BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed (Law Member): Sir, I beg to move 
j icr leave to introduce a Bill to repeal certain enactments and 
lo amend certain other enactments. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is 

"Thai leave be granted to introduce a Bill to repeal certain enactments and to* 
amend certain other enactments.” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed: Sir, I introduce the Bill 


THE INDIAN R(J.Bl3EE CONTROL (TEMPORARY AMENDMENT), 
BILL. 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Barker (Commerce Member)* Sir, I beg" to 
move for leave to introduce a Bill temporarily to amend the Indian Rubber 
Control Act, 1934 

Mr. President (The Plonourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is* 

‘‘That leave be granted to. introduce a Bill temporarily to amend the Indiam 
Rubber Control Act, 1934.” ' 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Mr. K. H. Barker: Sir, 1 introduce the Bill. 


THE INDIAN COMPANIES (SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL. 

, The Honourable Mr. K. B. Barker (Commerce Member)*: Sir,, I beg to 
move for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the Indian Companies 
Act, 1913. 

Mr. President (Tiie Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is. 

"Thar leave be granted to introduce a Bill further to amend the- Indian: Com¬ 
panies Act, 1913.” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Mr. N, B. Sarker; Sir, I introduce the BUL 



Tt'E 1ND3AN RAILWAYS (AMENDMENT) BILL 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Member for War Transport) Sir, 
1 beg to move for leave to iiii.rodnce a Bill further to amend the Indian' 
Bailways Act» 1S90 

Mr. President (The Eoiioutable Sir Abdur Baliimj. The question ib 

“That leave be granted to introduce .1 Bill further to amend the Indian Eailwuyb 
Act, 1890.” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Sir, I inii<><hice the Bill 

THE CODE OE CIVIL rUOCEDlHlE (AMENDMENT) mJ.L.' 

The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed (Law Member); Sir, i beg to move 
lor leave to i itroducc- a Bill luither to amend the Code of Civil i’roeedure, 
1908 

Mr. President (Tne Honourable Sir Abdur Rulum) The quebtion is 

“That leave be granted to intioduee ,1 Rill further to amend the Code ot Civil 
Procedure 1908." 

The moMci, u.*s udopltd. 

The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed: Sir, i introduce the Bill. 

THE (’DDE OF I'lVri. PHO<’EDCRE (SECOxND AMENDMENT) BILL 

The Honourable Sir Sultan Mmed (Law Member) Sir, I beg to iiiovi, 
for leave 10 introduce a Bill fiirtho to amend the (fode of Civil Procedure, 
1908 ^Second Amendment) 

Mr. President (The Honouiable Sir xVbdur Rahim); The quesiion m 

'That leavi' bo granted to intiodmv ,i Rill furthoi to amoiid I be Code ot Cml 
Proicduie, 1908 (Second Amendment).’’ 

Tile motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed: Sir, I miroduce the Bill 


RESDLUTIOV EE AMENDMENT OF RULES UOVEBNlNU THE 
GRAN'l OF TRAVELLING AND OTHER ALLOWANCES TO 
MEMBERS OF THE INDIAN LEGISLATURE. 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney (Leader oi the House): Sir, | beg 
to move the Resolution that standa in my luune jTnd winch riui', 
follows 

“That this Assembly recommendii to the (Joveriior General in GouiiciJ to amend 
the rules governing the grant of travelling and othei allowances to Members' of the 
Indian Legislature so as to suspend for the duratiop of the present emergency the 
right to draw free haulage of a motor car or of a carnage and two horses from the 
station nearest to the Member’s oflBcial headquarters or other place of residence to New 
Delhi and back and in addition a petrol or forage allowance at the rate of Rs 76 

per mensem for the period for which a Member is entitled to diaw daily alloi- 

with the result of leaving all 'Members to draw the conveyanpe allowj 
adinissible to a Member who does not bring a conveyance for his own n«o 

^ 81 ) . 
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Tho Resolution is self-explanatory and does not require a speech from 
me. The subject is one which has come before this House in one form 
or other more than once. Honourable Members are aware that in 1940 
Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan, the then Leader of the House, moved a 
uiotion and a (Joniinittee was appointed and that Committee had submitted 
its report. 

Dr. Sir Eatanji Dinshaw Dalai (Nominated Non-Ofiicial): He did not 
move the Resolution at all. 

The Honourable Mr. H. S. Aney: The report of the Committee is there. 
Perhaps thj Honourable Member is not aware of it. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir (Bombay City: Non-Muhammadan Urban): You 
need not mind him if he is absent-minded! 

The Honourable Mr. M. S- Aney: 1 know Sir Hutanji Dalai is at times 
attentive and at tunes not. At that time the object in moving the amend¬ 
ment of the rules was the consideration of economy because it has been 
found that this haulage particularly costs something between Ks. .j 0,000 
and lis. 60,000 a year. But on the present occasion the object of moving 
this motioL IS not ent of economy at all. In fact, we are not asking for 
the abolition of the concessioir that the Members enjoy; we are only 
asking for the suspension of that concession during the period of the war. 
The rna a reas<vi for that is the difficulty of givmg the necessary transport 
for getting the cars from various places to New Delhi. That is the main 
difficulty. Probably the Honourable the Railway' Member may be able 
to explain rd some length the difficulties that face him in makmg the 
necessary prc.visiou for the trucks to get the cars here. It is expected 
that the Honourable Members of this House will co-operate with the Gov- 
ernmeut in this matter and that they will voluntarily submit themselves to 
(he position which this Resolution contemplates. There is no other change 
made at all. If these cars are not brought here, all Members should be 
treated ns Meuiber.s not having brought their cars here. Then, there is a 
lule according to which the other conveyance allowances will be given to 
them. They will all be entitled to them. This is the position which the 
Government wants to place before the House. 

I know there are a number of amendments which have-'been tabled. 
There is one amendment in the name of Dr. Baner^ea.which appears to he a 
relevant one. I find that some Members have already brought their cars 
and it is therefore pertinent to ask w^t is to be done with them ? I can 
understand the position and it will be possible to consider the point raised 
in that amendment. 'But there are other amendments also which are not 
confined to the matter which is the object of this Resolution. They warn, 
to raise a bigger question. The entire question relating to Members allow¬ 
ances is being raised by them. I believe they go beyond the scope of 
the motion. There is another amendment which is tabled by the Leader 
of the European Group, It is for referring this matter to a Committee. 
I have already mentioned that this matter w^as brought before the House 
in 1940 and j-. Committee was appointed and we have got its report. 
Anyhow, in » matter of this kind, Government will be prepared to keep 
the matter entirely in the hands of the House and will not like to force 
their conclusion on the House at all. 
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At the same t.ime, X think it is necessary for me to inform Honour¬ 
able Members that it would not be easy for Government to provide the 
transp^.rt even for the next Session as the position as regards the diffi¬ 
culty of getting trucks will remain unaltered. On account of shortage 
of wagons, the transport difficulty will still continue to exist and even if 
the old position is retained I very much doubt whether Honourable 
Mernbei-s will be able to bring their cars here. With these words, I 
move the Resolution. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) • Resolution moved: 

“That this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council, to amend 
the rules governing the" grant of travelling and other allowances to Members of the 
Indian Legislature so as to suspend for the duration of the present e>nergeacy the 
light t>) draw free haulage of a motor car or of a carriage and two horses from the 
station nearest to the Member's official headquarters or other place of residence to New 
Delhi and back and in addition a petrol or forage allowance at the latc of Rs 75 
per mensem for the period for which a Member is entitled to draw daily allowance 
with the result of leaving all Members to draw the conveyance allowance now 
tdnus.Ml.le to a Member who does not bring a conveyance for his own use ” 

Sir Henry Richardson (Nominated Non-Official): Sir, before I move 
t.lie substitu*;e Resolution standing in my name, I ask your permission to 
Add the words “recommends to the Governor General in Council’’ nfter 
rho words “That this Assembly”. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Yes. 

Sir Henry Richardson: Sir, in moving this substitute Resolution, 1 
vrould like to make it clear that there is no question of our not appre¬ 
ciating the grave fosition and importance of railway resources, or the jiisti- 
rication of stspeiiding the free haulage concessions of motor cars. We all 
understiindiagly agree with the necessity to do c\ erything possible to assist 
thj Railways in their difficult and vital task, and I believe every Member 
m this House is with me in this understanding. But the withdrawal of 
th 3 concession involves several questions as is shown by the amendments 
tabled before the House. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Ruhini) • The Honour.ible 
Member will first move his amendment before proceeding with his speech. 


Sir Henry Richardson : Sir, I move; 

“That for the original Resolution, the following be substituted : 

‘That this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council to appoint 
s Committee of the following, namely, the Honourable Sir Jeremy llaism.in. Sir 
Muhammrd Yamin Khan, Dr. F. N. Bancrjea, Mr. Hooseinbhoy ' A. Lalljee, Sir 
Frederick James, and Sir Cowasji Jehangir, for the purpose of considering the 
Amendment of the rules governing the grant of travelling and other allowances to 
Mi-mbera of the Indian Legislature with instructions to report not later than the 
l7Ui September, 1942’.” 

Sir, as I was saying, the withdrawal of this concession involves several 
questions as ii shown by the amendments before the House. But rather 
than publiclv discussing all these domestic details, we thought it would 
be preferable to leave them to a Committee for examination and thereafter 
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iriake rewimmendations. We believe that this niethod will be more ia keep¬ 
ing with the dignify of this House. The gentlemen whose names appear in 
the Resoluti in have all signilied their willingness to serve on the Com¬ 
mittee and 1 trust the House will accept the proposal and that the Cov- 
eninienl will co-operate in its deliberations. Sir, I move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Amendment moved 

“That for the original Reaolution, the following bi.' substituted : 

‘That this Assembly recommends to the Governor Gcneial in Council to appoint 
a Committee of the following, namely, the llonouiable Sir Jeremy Kaism.in, Sii 
Muhammad Yamin Khan, Dr P. N Ban rjea, Mr lloosoinbhoy \. Lalljee, Sir 
Frederick James, fend Sir Cowasji Jehangir, for the purpose of considering the 
amendment of the rules governing the grant of travelling and other allowances to 
Mimbers of the Indian Legislature with instructions to repoit not later tlVan the 
17ih September, 1942’.” 

1 Jitul thert are ti number oi amendments which deal with details rather 
lhaii 'Alto merits of this queslion. It it is agreeable to the House, 1 tnink 
it would be preferabk it this amendment is considered and dealt with 
111 si 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division: Muhammadan Rural) 
11 this amendment is carried, then other amendments will not be moved 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahini). That will he iiiosi 
,.Li.v eriieui 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea (Calcutta Suburbs. Non-Muhamrnadan Urban) 
Sir, i urn piejiared to support this amendment. There is a small point 
about the cl.iir which is given here, that is 17th September. During the 
nexf few days, we shall be discussing a very iniiortant matter, namely, 
fhe present situalion m the country and we shall not find time to discuss 
this soniewii.ii less important matter during this period 1 would suggest 
that till repnii be mode on 10th September. 

Sir Henry Richardson : I agree about the date, that is, it should ho 
lOd) Septou’ber 

Sir Cowasii Jehangir: Sir, 1 think for the reasons given by the Honour¬ 
able the Mover of thjs motion, that the Honourable Sir Edward Benthall 
ougbl to bo on this Committee. He is the one Member rcsjionsiblo foi 
initiating thii. Resolution. His Department is vitally concerned with this 
Ri'soIutioM It appears to me that he ought to be on this Committee 
I suggohi tb.xt the name of the Honourable Sir Edward Benthall be 
included in iho Committee 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): 

agree 


(The House agreed.) 


Does the House 


Sardar Sant Singh [West Punjab. Sikh): Sir, may I say a few words 
on this motion? As referred to by the Honourable the Leader of the House 
a similar Resolution was moved by the Honourable Sir Muhammad 
Zafrullah Khan on 12th February',' 1940, and a Committee of both 'Houses 
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was appointed to go into that question. As travelling allowances are on a 
similar basis' to Honourable Members of both Houses, the Council of 
State as well as this House, it was then considered desirable that a.joint 
Comiiitice of both Houses should sit tc^ether and discuss this matter. 
A €ommittee of both Houses went into the question of travelling allow¬ 
ances, amon.?-other questions, and submitted a lengthy report containing 
the views of the (lovernment as well as the dissenting Members. I 
remember that 1 wrote a long note about this matter in the proceedings 
of that Committee. It will help to settle this question once for all if the 
motion is so timed that Honourable Members of the Council of State also 
pass a similar Resolution and then sit together in order to arrive at 
a common decision. I make this suggestion to the Government for their 
adoption in case they consider that the question will finally be settled 
by agreement of both Houses about the travelling allowance. T hope the 
Government will accept my suggestion. 

Dr. Sir Zlauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions; Mu¬ 
hammadan Rural): Sir, there is a very great difference between the circum- 
stanjcs today and tlie circumstances in 1940. There was no transport 
difiiciilry at that time. Secondly, we considered the question only from the 
economic point of view The Honourable the Leader of the House made 
it perfectly clear just now' that he made this motion not from economic 
CLi'sideratiou but only on account of practical difficuHieg in transport 
The additional clifRcurty is that the (’ouneil of State is not sitting at present. 
If we accept the suggestion of Sardar Sant Singh, then, I am afraid, we will 
have to wait till the next Session. Therefore, 1 beg to support the amend- 
mens mov d by Sir Henry Richardson. 

Mr.- President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is; 

“That for the original iReaolution the following be substituted : 

‘That this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council to appoint a 
Committee of the following, namely, the Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman, the 
Honourable Sir Edward Beiithall, Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan, Dr. P. N. Banerjea, 
Mr Hooseinbboy, A. Lnlljee, Sir Frederick James, and Sir Cowasji Jeh.T,ngii\ for the 
purpose of considering the amendment of the rules governing the grant of travelling 
and other allowances to Members of the Indian Legislature with instructions to 
report not later than the 19th September, 1942’.” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Tuesnay, lh<* 
15th September, 1942. 
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Tuesday, 15th September, 1942. 


Tlio Assemblv met iu the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Cfock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) in 
the Chair.- 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

(a) Oral answers. 

Beokkt Labour Strikes in Industrial Undertakinos, 

16. •!&. K. O, Neogy: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Labour be 
pleased to state whether during recent weeks there have been labour stribea 
in important industri.il undertakings, such as iron and steel, coal and. 
textiles? 

(b) If so, will the Honourable Member be pleaded to make a eotupre- 
hensive statement dealing with the principal features of these strikes and 
giving in each case the issues on which the strike was declared, the number 
of persons involved and the duration of the strike? 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkart (a) Certain important industrial 
undertakings did cease to work for certain periods during the previous five 
weeks. It is not in public interest to name them or particularize them. 

(b) It is not, iu the public interest that the full information asked for 
should bo givf'u ui respect of those industrial undertakings which are 
engaged on important, war work. 

2. Li manv cases cessation of work appears to have had no coimection 
with economic grievances; in a few others cessation of work has been 
more in the nature of an ordinary strike with demands for increase in 
wages or dearness allowance. 

3. Ahmedabad was the town in which cessation of work was the longest 
—here thcoe were no economic grievances apparent and the mills have not 
yet reopened. In Bombay on no date were all mills closed, and cessation 

of work in those mills that did remain closed was only of jhort duration_ 

here loo no economic grievances were put forward In Co.mb.itore \\here 
mills reopened and have closed again economic grievances were to some 
extent rpparent. 

4. Apart froni the cessation of work in the textile mills of Bombay, 
Ahmedabad and Coimbatore, the number of industrial undertakings which 
employ more than a thousand workers each and in which work was"^ Stopped 
for anv appreciable time, for reasons not purely economic, was only about 
a dozen. In about ten other undertakings employing about a thousand 
workers each cessations of work were of a very short duration. The 
number of undertakmge employing less than a thousand workers in which 
worjc was stopped since the -Qth August for non-political reasons was lews 
than 20 
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5. A large majority of cessations oi work were in the provinces of 
Bombay and Bengal, only just over half a dozen occurring elsewhere. 

6. The Government are not aware of any sabotage in industrial under¬ 
takings by persons who have ceased work. 

7. A.S regards strikes from the second week of August, w'hich are known 
to have occurred foi purely economic reasons, these numbered about 24; 
■only seven of the undertakings employ more than a thousand workers. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddln Ahmad: May I ask whether it has been brought to 
the notice of the Government that some of the factories that closed allow- 
«d their workers to go out and paid them salaries for the day? 

Thd Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: Government have no definite 
information beyond the statement already made. But there are indica¬ 
tions thaf ill some cases the things that have been referred to by my 
Honourable friend have in all probability occurred, 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know from the Honourable Member if 
these strikes closed on certain terms, or were they closed of themselves, 
or with the help of the Government, on certain conditions? 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: I do not follow the question 

Mr Lalchand Navalrai: The Honourable Member has said that some 
of these strikes teased. Now, T am asking if they did do it on certain 
terms given by Government, or of their own will, or \ihethor they ceased 
these strikes on any conditions? 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: In some cases they went back of 
their own will. 

Mr Lalchand Kavalral: May I know from the Honourable Member if 
any went on terms given by Government, and what were those terms? 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: No. I am not aware of any 
ease where Government had to give any terms to ask labourers to resume 
work. 

Mr. H. M. Joshi: May I ask, on the statement made by the Honour¬ 
able Member whether the demands made by the workers of Bombay were 
placed befo»'e the Government^ Whether he is aware that the Bombay 
Gimi Kamgar Union had sent to the Bombay Government, more than a 
month ago, v statement regarding their demands about pay and other 
matters ? 

Th^ Honourable Or, B. R. Ambedkar: I am aware that some demands 
were made, but the point that I wish to emphasize is this: that in no 
case in Bombay so for as I am aware, the making of grievances was the 
cause for the stoppage of work. 

Mr. H. M. Joshi: May T ask if the Gimi Kamgar Union sent their 
demand^ to the Bombav Government an^T if, after that, there were strikes, 
what is the point in the Honourable Member stating that no economic 
demands were made, or no*economic demands were the ca^e of the strike ? 
How d!d h'j cOme by that? 
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The Honourable Dr. B. H. Ambedku: I have no report from the Gor- 
emment of Bombay, bjjJ the information to which my Honourable Member 
has referred, is the information which I have got from the papers. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: May I ask the Honourable Member to enquire from 
the Bombay Government whether they have taken any steps to remove 
grievances of the Bombay textile workers and consider the demands made 
by the Bombay Gfrni Kamgar Union? 

Sir Oowssji Jehanglr; May 1 ask the Honourable Member how many 
strikes th.ro were in the textile mills of Bombay after the 8th/9th August? 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: There were very few. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: Can the Honourable Member give any 
indication of the pay of the Tata Iron and Steel Company workers ? Were 
their specilic demands sent to Government? 

* The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: It is not in the interests of the 
public to give any information. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Does the Honourable Member know that it is pub¬ 
lished in the newspapers? 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: That may be so. Government 
-will not take any responsibility. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: This report is from the Associated Press, one of the 
authorised agencies. It is stated that they struck work on the issue of a 
National Government in India. 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: I do not know what the Hon¬ 
ourable Member means that the Associated Press is an authorised agency. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: I .am afraid the Honourable Member does not care 
to read the Government communiques. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May I know whether it is a fact that all these 
strikjs occurred after the arrest of Mahatma Gandhi and his co-workers? 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: Well, I cannot give definite 
informat'OM, but my impression is that these strikes were not spontaneous. 

Pandit Lakshml Kanta Maitra: Will the Honourable Member be pleased 
to state the dates on which the strikes started^ We lan draw inferences 
therefrom. 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: Where? In what place? 

Pandit Lakshml Kaiito Maitra: In Tama’s. 

The HOnooralde Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: As I said, I am not prepared 
to give any information because it is not in the public interest to give any 
tnfcwnation. 
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Pandit Lakshmi B.anta Maitra: J du not wuut the reHsons for the strike or 
ally such iuforination; I want the dates on which the strikes were declared. 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: 1 have stated that it will not be 
III the public interest to give an,y information. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Is it a tact or not that all these strikes had 
oecuned after the arrest of Mahaimn Gandhi and does the Government 
or not that this shows Ihe intensity of the movement and the fol¬ 
low mg tliiit Mahatma Gandhi has got in the country? 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: 'Iliat is uu argument; it is not a 
Que.stion. 

Mr. N M. Joshi; May T ask whether the strike at Jamshedpur has 
ended ? 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar; I believe it has. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Next question. 

Peoorammk of Aotivitibs of thk Utilisation Section of the Gbolooioal. 

Survey of India. 

17. *Mr. K. 0. Neogy: (al Will the Honourable Member for Labour be 
-pleased to state whether a detailed programme has been drawn up in 
respect of activities of the newly started Utilisation Section of the Geologi- 
c.'l Survey of India? 

(ii) What are the minerals that ore now intended to be mcluded wdtbin 
Ihe purview of such activities? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Section will be concerned initially with pioneer¬ 
ing work in resi»ect of select minerals with the help of experts, w'hile 
ultimately entrusting their exploitation to suitable commercial conceriis? 

(3) Is petroleum-included among the minerals with which the Sectioni 
is concerned? 

(e) What practical steps have been taken so far for furtherance of the 
object of this Section, and in respect of what minerals and with the help- 
of which experts, and with what ultimate object in view have such steps 
been taken? 

(f) Are the efforts of the Utilisation Seotbn co-ordinated with the 
activities of the organisatiom relating to Scientific and Industrial Rejcavch 
and Utilisation attached to the Commerce Department? If so, hi what 
manner? 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: (a) Yes. The programme is how*- 
ever, liable to alteration if there is urgent demand for a particular mineral. 

(B) All minerals which are required for war purposes and for which 
there are reasonable prospects of working in India. These include sulphur, 
mica, tunvsten or wolfram, and non-ferrous metals such as lead, zinc, 
copper and tin. 

-{c) The Utilisation Branch will with the help of experts prove deposits 
acd undertake small-scale mining operations which may incjlude the opera¬ 
tion of experimental and pilot plants for smelting, etc., up to the stage 



STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


n 

when it becomes clear that production can bo ojndertaken by Commercial 
firms. It is the present intention (subject to the necessity of maintaining 
war production and to the circumstances of each case) that at that stage 
^commercial development should be encouraged. 

(d) No, according to present programme. 

(e) The Utilisation Branch has already taken steps to examine the 
^possibility of obtaining early production of lead and zinc. The most 
promising lead-zinc mines in India appear to be the mines at Zawar in 
Udaipur State. The Government of India, acting through Mr. W. P. 
'Cowen, lat3 General Manager of the Mawchd mines in Burma, negotiated 
wifcJi the .Mewar Government. They secured the cancellation on payment 
of compensation of the. lease of the mines held by a private company, and 
obtained a prospecting licence from the Mewar Government. Mr. Cowen 
was placed in charge oi the operations and began work at the end of May 
1942. Operations have been planned in two stages (1) a detailed plane- 
table survey and deep-drilling operations to be followed by (2) opening up 
of deposits and the erection of a pilot ore-dressing plant and smelters as 
soon as drilling operations establish the workability of the lode. As a 
result of the Survey’s progress so far made it is hoped that it will be 
possible to obtain information regarding the “payability” of the lode 
earlier than was originally expected. Most of the machinery required by 
Mr. Cowen in the way of drilli^ equipment, etc., has >now arrived. Two 
Mining Engineers, one Mechanical Engineer, two Metallurgists and three 
Surveyors have been appointed to assist Mr. Cowen. 

Exploitation of the sulphur deposits in the extinct volcano of Koh-i- 
Sultan, has been taken over by the'Utilisation Branch from the Supply 
Department and a Superintending Geologist of the Geological Survey ol 
India is in charge of the operations. 

Tho Branch i.? alsO’engaged m an endeavour to stimulate the production 
of mica. A Superintending Geologist of the Geological Survey of India is 
in charge of a newiy-formed Mica Production Section. It wall 
be the work of the Branch to give all possible assistance to mica miners 
m obtaining the supplies necessary for increasing production. 

Investigations have also been taken in hand by the Branch regardiajg 
wolfram, copper, etc., and a possibility regarding tin is receiving urgent 
consideration 

The ultimate object is to make India as self-sufficient as possible in 
respect ot minerals wffiich are needed for the war effort. 

(f) Yes; the Director, Scientific and Industrial Research and a Senior 
official of the Commerce Department are members of the Advisory Body 
-which has been set up to assist this Branch. 

Pandit Lakshmi Eanta Maitra: May I enquire, when the Honourable 
Member was referring to certain types of technical staS, if they are all 
British officials evacuated from Burma? 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: With regard to the two mining 
■engineers referred to in my reply to this part of the question, the informa¬ 
tion ii this: the two gentlemen employed as mining engineers are Mr. 
Smith and Mr. Bobottam. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Do they all come from Burma? 
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The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: They are Burmese evacuees. 
Under thorn there are two probationers; both of them are Indians. Then 
the mechanical engineer is one Mr. Symes. He is also an evacuee. Of 
the twf) metallurgists, one is an Indian—^Mr. Marayan—and the other is 
Mr. Fleming. There are three surveyors with regard to sulphur; ^hey 
are all Indians. 1 may say that the reason why we had to employ these 
Burmese evacuees is because they are the only people who happened to 
know something about mining m regard to lead~and zinc. They are all 
taken from the Mawchi mines, and probably the Honourable Member 
knows that the Mawchi mines m Burma are the only mines which are lead 
aiil zmo mines. We had no expert from anywhere else. The policy of 
the Department is this, that while in the first place the necessity of employ¬ 
ing Eiiropt-ons who have experience in the mining of lead and S'lnc is 
inevitable, the department is taking steps that wherever a European, is 
appointed there shall be appointed under him an Indian to be trained so 
that when the European vacates the Indian would be able to take charge 
of tha department. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Haitra: The Honourable Member said just now 
that Mr, Cowen started work at the end of May 1942, and that in regard 
to the&e non-ferrous metals, zinc and lead, the appointment of British 
officials was inevitable. When did it occur to the Government of India to 
have thc.sfr mines explored ?• Was it after the fall of Burma, so as to 
provide for these gentlemen who have been thrown out of employment? 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: I cannot give an answer to that 
question • 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: When did the Government first take 
it into their head to have these mines worked in India ? What have they 
been doing all this time? 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar; Probably quite spontaneously; 
withmt reference to anythhig external. 

Sardar Sant Singh; May I ask whether the need for working these 
mines was felt as a necessity to provide for the war effort, or was it to 
provide th se evacuees from Burma with some jobs ? 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: Certainly not; the suppliea from 

Burma having ceased it was necessary for the Government of India co 
exploit their own resources. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: With reference to clause (d) of the question, my 
Honourab’e friend stated that petroleum was not included among the 
minerals at the present moment. Has petroleum been excluded from the 
programutc as a matter of discretion with the department or because the 
Government has been committed to some other agency for the develop¬ 
ment of petroleum in India? 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar; Not at all. My answer was that 
for the present the programme does not include it; it does not mean that 
it is excluded from the programme altogether. 
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Mr. E. 0. Neogy: Will the Honourable Member be surprised if [ were 
to tell him that Dr. i^'ox made a statement on the 6th of July, a portion of 
which 1 referred to yesterday, somewhat to that effect? 

The Honourable Dr. B. £. Ambedkar: I would like to say thisi to my 
Honourahlc friend, that Dr. Fox does not decide the policy of the Govern¬ 
ment of India. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: But Dr Fox may at least be expected to be truthful. 
Anyway, may I ask another very short question? My Honourable friend 
stated that the Udaipur Durbar had to be persuaded to cancel the lease 
in respect of lead and zinc mines in that State, which had already been 
granted tj. a private party Before getting the Udaipur ]’)urb!ir obligingly to- 
cancel th'a lease, was any attempt made by the Government to find out 
whether an agreement could not be arrived at with that private party for 
the purpose of enabling whatever activities the department a anted to carry 
on. to b’ carried cu ? 

The Hot#3urabJe Dr. B, R. Ambedkar: l must have notice of that 
question, 

Ordinances promulgated since the Outbreak op the War. 

18. *Mr. E. 0 Neogy: (a) Will the Honourable the Law Member 
please state if the Governor General consults the Governor General in 
Council, either formally or informally, while making and proiniilgsllng 
Ordinances for the peace and good government of British India in cases 
of emergency? 

(b) Does any Department of Government or any individual oHicer 
thereof, render .any assistance to the Governor General either in the deter¬ 
mination of the lines on which an Ordinance may be made or in its 
drafting? 

(c) How many Ordinances have been promulgated by the Governor 
General since the outbreak of the war, while the legislature was eithei 
actually in session, or within ten days of the commencement of a scsbion, 
or within ten days after a session had terminated? 

Tbe Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed: ^a) Tt would be wholly opposed to 
established practice to make public the arrangements which prevail in a 
rnatter of this nature and J regret that I am unable to furnish the informa¬ 
tion desired by the Honourable Member. 

(b) The Honourable Member may take it that the services of the 
Official Draftsman and of all Departmental officers concerned with the 
relevant subject-matter are available in connection with the making of 
Ordinances. 

(c) Sixteen. 

statement made by the- Honourable 
Member that it is not the practice of the Government of India co toll the 
House how the different elements in the Government of India Act, mav I 
ask,whether he is aware that recently statements have been made that 
Indihn Members of the Executive Council have'acted in a particular way 
in a particular situation? 
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The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed: This has nothing to do with the 
■question under reply. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Would I be right in assuming, that althpugh- the 
authority for the promulgation of Ordinances is the Governor General, the 
■decision as to the necessity for arming the Government with sufficient 
powers as given under any particular Ordinance—the responsibility tot 
deciding upon the line which an Ordinance should pursue-^oes not lie 
■with the Government? 

The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed: I have already answered that 
question in my reply to part (a). 

Pandit Lakshmi Eanta Maltra: May I know I! any actual advice has 
been tendered by the Executive Council.to the Governor General? I do 
not want to know the content of the advice tendered, but I want to know 
whether or not it is a fact that some form of advice is tendered by the 
Executive Council to tHe Governor General in the matter of promulgation 
•of an Ordinance? 

The Honourable Sir SuItSn Ahmed: I am afraid I cannot furnish the 
information. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know from the Honourable Member if 
it is a fuel that the Government of India Act allows Ordinances lo be issued 
only in are instances and not on subjects on which the Legislatures can 
legislate? Have the GoveriJffient of India advised the Governor General 
uot to issue these Ordinances so frequently and on so many subjects when 
it is the right of the Legislatures to legislate? 

The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed: I have replied to this question in 
reply to a query put by Mr. Navalrai some time in February last. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: I should like to know what the present posi¬ 
tion now is—whether, since the Honourable Member answered that ques¬ 
tion, there have been several occasions on which Ordinances have been 
issued. 1 am asking the Honourable Member, if in view of what the law 
requires, the Government of India have advised the Governor General not 
to issue so many Ordinances on every matter of detail. 

The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed: The Government of India have 
got nothing to do with the promulgation of Ordinances. That is entirely 
the authority of the Governor General. My Honourable friend may rest 
assured that the Governor General has taken all the advice necessary for 
the purpose. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May I ask whether the Government of India have 
tendered their advice to the Governor General that the Legislature, 
especially this House, resents this rule by the Ordinances over the head 
of the Legislature and expression was given ih respect to this in this 
House during the last Session as well? 

The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmod: I am not sure about resentment 
.at all to begin with, and, secondly, this is a*^ question which I cannot 
answer as I have already informed the Honourcmle Member. 
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Sardftr Sant Singh: May i ask i<' the Honourable Members wiio now 
compose the Oovemnient af India do not feel it humiliating that rule by 
'•Ordinance is prevalent in India? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); Next question. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: May I put one question? Have the Government of 
India ever conveyed to the Governor General the undesirability of issuing 
Jrdiuances when the Assembly was actually in session? 

The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed; No, Sir. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy: Why not? 

The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed: Because by the India and Burma 
Emergency Act it is not necessary to do so. Hie Governor General can 
issue such Ordinances any time he likes and when he considers necessary. 
It is entirely his authority. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: May I know whether it is the practice that 
every Member of the Council issues an Ordinance pertaining to his de¬ 
partment without any reference to his colleagues? 

Mr. Freaident (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); Next question. 

Position concerning Stocks and Production op Wheat, Rice, etc. 

19. •Mr, K. 0. Neogy; (a) Will the Honourable Member for Commerce 
be pleased to slate what t’le present position is as regards stocks of wheat, 
rice and import,an'i subsidiary cereals, respectively, in India, Province by 
Province, and what are Cue estimates of production thereof during the 
next season in each Province? 

(b) To what extent arc the locust menace, and the floods in certain 
areas and iU-distribut<'d or dofleient rainfall in others, likely to affect the 
future crop prospects? 

(c) What is the average pci capita figure of human requirement, as 
w^ell as the standard requirement in respect of seed and cattle food, on 
the basis of w’bich the sufficiency or otherwise of the production and supply 
of foodgrains -in India is calculated in any year? 

(dj How does eacti Province stand, judged by the above standards, in 
point of self-sufficiency m normal average years, as compared with the 
present year? ' 

(e) To whnt extent has the production of primary foodgrains in linlia 
as well as important subsidiary cereals kept pace with the increase in 
population in the last two census periods? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: (a) No figures regarding the present stocks of wheat, 
nee and important cereals in India are available. A statement giving a 
forecast of production for those foodgrains is laid on the table. 

(b) The information is not available at present but revised estimates 
of khanf production have been asked for from Provinces and States. 
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(c) “The annual per capita figure of human requirement’’ is rather an 
anibiguouB phrase. In the absence of exact figures of consumption, the 
practice has been to calculate the annual requirements of each area by 
taking the average production during a period of years, adding thereto the 
average nnijorts and deducting the average exports: the resultant figure is 
deemed to inolnde requirements for seed. Cattle are mostly fed on acalxs, 
straw and grass, with oil cakes as concentrates. These do not enter into 
aompetition with human food. 

(d) A statement based on the method of calculation explained in reply 
to part (e) is laid on the table It may be added that figures for maize, 
ragi and other millets have to be added to the annual cereal require- 
~‘‘nts and production and that these additions are appreciable in some 

ivinces. 

(e) According to the published statistics, there has been no substantial 
Rltciaiion in tbe totAl production of food grains during the 20 years 
1921-1941, 


StatentsM giving a Forecait of Production of Principal Foodgrains in the r 
Provinces in 1942-43. 

Productio n 000 tons. 



Rice. 

Wheat 

Millets 

Gram. 

Assam 

1,867 



20 

Bengal 

8,982 

’ 45 

3 

89 

Bihar 

3,097 

. 498 

40 

439 

Bombay , 

1,120 

487 

2,023 

91 

C. P. <fe Berar . 

2,264 

711 

1,197 

22fr 

Madras 

4,798 


1 973 

12 

N.-W, F. P. . 

269 

:») 

27 

Orissa 

1,667 

1 

11 

2 

Punjab . 

320 

4,117 

424 

666 

Sind 

382 

378 

166 

66 

U. P. 

2,226 

2,756 

806 

1,680 

Coorg 

"" 





Delhi 


Statement showing the Surplus j Deficit position of the Principal Foodgrains in the 
vaiwus Provinces m as compared with the normal position. 

Nornirtl (m 000 tons). This year (m 000 tons). 


Regioi 

1 . Crop. 

Annual 

require¬ 

ments. 

Produc¬ 

tion. 

Deficit. 

Surplus. Produc¬ 
tion 
in 

1941-42. 

Deficit 

1942-43. 

Surplus- 

in 

1942-43. 

Assam 

. Rice 

1,790 

1,797 


7 1,466 

324 



Wheat 

—16 


16 


16 



Gram 

3 


3 


3 


Bengal . 

. Rice 

. 8,866 

8,802 

64 

10,217 


1,351 


Wheat 

286 

45 

241 

41 

246 



Millets 

4 

3 

1 

3 

1 



Oram 

117 

779 

38 

79 

38 
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Normal (in 000 tons). This year (000 tons). 


Begion 

Crop 

Annual Produc- 
require- tion 
meats. 

Deficit. 

Surplus. Produc- 
tion 
in 

1941-42. 

Deficit 

1942-43. 

Surplus 

1942-41. 

Bihar 

. Bice 

3.243 

- 3,062 

101 


2.747 

496 



Wheat 

466 

418 

-38 


486 


29 


Millets 

40 

40 



18 

22 



Gram 

419 

439 


20 

482 


63 

Bombay 

. Rico 

1,612 

1,030 

482 


780 

723 



Wheat 

700 

463 

237 


364 

336 



Millets 

( 1,867 

1,813 

1 64 


1,813 

64 




11,374 

1,374 







Gram 

167 

91 

66 


85 

72 


Central Pro- 

Rice 

2,032 

2,224 


192 

1,214 

818 


vmoes * 

Wheat 

630 

661 


22 

406 

233 


Berar. 

Millets 

1,0.34 

1,027 

7 


939 

96 



Gram 

186 

206 


20 

197 


11 

Ooorg . 

. BicOs, 

66 

66 



60 


4 

Delhi 

. Rice 

11 


11 



U 



Wheat 

59 

18 

41 


11 

48 



Millets 

15 

12 

3 


12 

3 



Gram 

21 

8 

13 


8 

13 


Madras . 

. Rice 

6,359 

4,581 

778 


5,080 

279 



Wheat 

—29 


29 



29 



Millets 

1,907 

1,893 

14 


1,893 

14 



Gram 

166 

12 

143 


12- 

143 


N -W. F. P. 

. Rice 

6 


6 



6 



Wheat 

260 

269 

1 


263 


3 


Millets 

30 

30 



30 




Gram 

31 

27 

4 


27 

4 


Orissa . 

Rice 

1,341 

1.527 


186 

1.380 


39 


Wheat 

10 

1 

9 


1 

9 



Millets 

11 

11 



11 




Gram 

2 




2 



Punjab . 

. Rice 

318 

320 


2 

299 

19 



Wheat 

3,247 

3,920 


673 

4.360 


1,103 


Millets 

382 

367 

l.-» 


530 


148 


Gram 

667 

(i66 


99 

651 


94 

Sind 

. Rice 

' 332 

482 


1,502 

392 


60 


Wlieat 

328 

378 


50 

412 


84 


Millets 

106 

216 


20 

215 


20 


Gram 

71 

66 

16 


55 

16 


United Pro- 

Rice 

2,316 

2,111 

2Q6 


1,681 

636 


Vinces. 

Wheat 

2,604 

2,676 


72 

2,647 


43 


Millets 

683 

771 


88 

842 


159 


Gram 

1,592 

1,680 


88 

1,680 


88 


Noth l.~The figures for rice, wheat and millets in Bombay include the Bonr bay 
States and Baroda. 

Noth 2.—The figures for rice and wheat for the Central Provinces and Berar include 
thoee for the Central Provinces States. 

Notb 8. —The figures for rice and wheat for the Punjab, Sipd and the United Pro- 
rinoes inolude those for the corresponding Indian States. 
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Mr. K. 0. Neogy: With reference to the Honourable Member's answer 
to part (c) of the question, where he said that he could not understand* 
wlijit v\as meant by “the average per raptta figure of human requirem3nt'', 
is the Hf'iiourable Member aware that this very matter has engaged the 
attenti(m uf many students of economics who have published their articles 
in various journals, including an Assistant Wheat Commissioner of the 
Government of India whose name was Mr. O’Byrne? He made the 
calculation that we require between five and six maunds of i^ains p(‘r head 
for human consumption alone. Apart from that, does the Honourable 
Member know that there are famine codes prescribed for .the different 
provinces which lay down, not on a very liberal scale, the requirements 
of human consumption in times of need? 


Mr. J. D. Tyson: Yes, Sir. I am aware of those facts. 1 am aware 
also of the perhaps somewhat more authoritative estimate of human re¬ 
quirement that was made by Dr. Aykroyd and endorsed by Sir John 
Russell. But, Sir, the difficulty is that the estimates given in those 
cases are, in most cases anyhow, for total diet. If I had wished to take 
advantage of the opportunity offered by my Honourable friend, I could 
have said tbat Sir John Russell and Dr. Aykroyd considered that 15 ozs. 
of cereals per head per day are what the human frame in India requires, 
and I could have pointed out that that required a total of some 503 lakh 
tons of cereals per year and that India produces 600 lakh tons of cereals 
per year. But I did not take advantage of that cjpportunity because the 
figure of 15 ozs. of cereals per day is conditional on a number of other 
elements being present, such as 3 ozs. of pulses, 10 ozs. of yegetables, 
2 ozs, of fats and oils, 2 ozs. of fruits, and 8 ozs. of milk. Sir, the 
position is that while we have ample production of cereals and pulses, I 
am not sure that, over India as a whole, we have-ample produciion of 
vegetables, fats, oils and fruits, and I know that, unfortunately, over 
India as a whole, we have a production of only about 5 ozs , as against a 
■desideratum of 8 ozs. of milk; and therefore, Sir, I thought it unfair to 
take advantage of a reference to food grains only and I have not therefore 
given a reply based on any assumed figure of human requirement. 


Mr. K. 0. Neogy f I should be much obliged to the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber if he could give an idea to this House about the position of food grains' 
alone judged with reference to the famine code figures. 


Mr. J. D. Tyson: I must ask for notice of that. That is not the ori¬ 
ginal question. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Is the Honourable Member aware that, 
in I he reference he made to Dr. Aykroyd and Sir John Russell of 16 ounces 
-of cereals for every adult human being, the context there was entirely 
different. He was talking there in terms of the calorific value of foods 
and what he was postulating there was that 2000 calories were required 
for an average. That has nothing to do with the question here. 


Mr, J. D. Tyson: But you cannot divorce human requirements of 
■cereals from requirements in the other foodstuffs that may be available. 
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"MX. Lalctaand Navalrai: Does the Honourable Mumber know that- 
there have been very large and damaging floods in Sind and thjit the 
cultivation in two districts has been destroyed? What arrangements h:»ve 
the Government made to know how much "damage has been done and how 
Government is going to provide for foodstuffs in a large part of Sind^ 

lb. J. D. l^son: I am grateful to my Honourable friend for Ins sup- 
pleru'entary question. There has unfortunately been serious damage in 
Sind. Though we have no detaded figures yet from the Governuient of 
k?ind. it is quite clear that great loss has been caused to the kharif crop; 
l)ut within the last few days we have had encourfigiug news from Sind 
that, provided seed can be made immediately available, there should be a. 
very good jn-ospeet of the damage being fully made up on the rabi crop, 
as r. result of the present flood-spill, and the Government of India have 
today made an offer to the Government of Sind of Rs. ‘20 lakhs, interest- 
free loan, to enable them to distribute seed with the rabi season in view. 

Hr. Laloband Navalrai: Does the Honourable Member know'that these- 
breaches that have happened in Sind are spread over a very large area, in 
the districts of Dadu and Larkhana^ What attempts are being made to- 
divert that water or to take steps to see that the rabi crop can be grown 
there? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: I am afraid I cannot answer that. That ^eems to- 
be a matter for the Provincial Government. 

Position of the Indian Represetativks at the British War Clarinet. 

20. *Sir P. E. James: Will the Honourable the Leader of the .House 
be pleased t) state- 

(a) what is the relationship, if any, of the Honourable Sir Rama- 

swanu Mudaliar, a Member of the Viceroy’s Hseculive 
Council and a representative of India at the British War 
Cabinet: 

(i) to the Secretar\ of Sthte for India and the India Office; and 

(ii) to the High Commissioner for India; 

(b) whcthei Sir Ramaswami will receive his instructions from the- 

Goverin^nt of India direct or through the medium of the 
India Office; .-iHd if the latter, whether the Secretary of State 
for India will in any way be concerned with those instruc¬ 
tions, or have power to modify them; and 

(c) whether any of the functions at present dischai-ged by the- 

Secretary of State and the India Office will be transferred to* 
Sir Ramaswami Mudaliar and his office? 

* The HonouieUe Hr. H. S. Aney: (a) Sir Ramaswami Mudaliar has 
been nominated by and is responsible to the Governor-General in Council 
as one of India's representatives at the War Cabinet. As the Honour¬ 
able Member points out, he retains his membership of the Oovemor- 
General's Executive Council. The statutory relationship of the Governor- 
General in Council ,in turn, to the Secretary of State is laid down in the- 
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Constitution Act. Sir Ramaswami will not be fonnally connected with 
the Higli Commissioner for India but the latter will naturally render any 
assistance in his power to India's representatives at the ^^ar Cabinet. 

(b) Sir Ramaswami will receive his instructions from the Governor- 
General in Council. The Secretary of State will not of course amend 
those instructions without reference to the Government of India, but I 
have already reminded the Honourable Member that the powers of the 
Sec-retarj- of State in relation to the Governor-General in Council, by 
whom they are issued, are laid down by Statute. 

(c) No. Sir. 

Sir F. E, James: May 1 take it that that in fact means that the final 
instructions to the Honourable Sir Ramaswami Mudaliar will issue from 
the Governor-General in Council and from no other authority? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: Yes. 

Sir F. E James: Is my Honourable friend aware that that is an 
extremely important constitutional departure? If so, why has not an 
official announcement been made in that sense previously? Why has not 
the machinery of the Information and Broadcasting Department been 
utilised to make that much more abundantly clear? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Ansy: I think the fact was .umonneed by 
the Broadcasting Department 

Mr. Lslchand Navalrai: May I know if the Honourable Sir Ramaswami 
Mudaliar has the same voice and the same vote as the other members of 
the Council there? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: As representing the Government of 
India, he has the same status as any other member. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: With regard to the vote also? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: Yes, he has the same status as any 
other member. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogyr Is His Highness the Jam Saheb of Nawanagur, who 
is the other member from India, also under the same kind and amount 
of control from the Government of India? 

/ 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: Both of them represent the Govern¬ 
ment of India. 


Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Do I take it that these two would jointly represent 
the Government of India? 

The Honourable Mr, IK, 8. Aney; There are two parts in the country 
fliul both of them jire controlled by the Government of India and they are 
the two representatives representing the two parte. 
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Mr. K. C. Neogy: Will these two represent the Government of India 
jointly in everj’thingV 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: One represents the Governor General 
in Council and the olher the Governor General. 

Mr. K. 0, Neogy; The Honourable Member should have made that 
<iistinction clear. 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: I have made it now. 

Mr. E. 0. Neogy: As the personal representative of the Governor General, 

I take it that the Government of India will have nothing to do with His 
Highness the Maharaja of .^awanagar? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: Not the personal representative. He 
is the representative of the Governor General. 

Mr. E. 0. Neogy: In what capacity can the Governor General appoint 
a representative on the War Cabinet? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: The Crown Bepresentative can. 

Mr. E. 0. Neogy: May 1 know what are the relations between these 
two members of the War Cabinet*’ I take it that they can independently 
express tlicii views, without any obligation to have previous discussions? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: If my Honourable friend would table 
E question, I will try to give a reply. 

Mr. Hooseinbhoy A. Lalljee: May I ask whether it is not n fact that 
Sir Bamaswairii Miidaliar and His Highness will take final orders from 
the Govemm>int of India but they will be subject to the approval of the Sec¬ 
retary of State under the constitution?' 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: These orders ■will be from the Govern¬ 
ment of India. 

Mr. Hooeeinbhoy A. Lalljee: Those orders cannot really be final as \nder 
the present constitution they can be changed by the Secretary of State. 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: They will get their orders from the 
Government of India. 

Mr. Bboeehtibhoy A. Lalljee: I quite agree that the final orders will be 
issued by the Government of India but what I want to know is whether 
thes_e worthy representatives will or will not be under the Secretaw of 
State?' 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim); The Hcmourable 
Member has explained the position. In whatever these representatives do, 
they act utider instructions of ttie Government of India. 
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. Ur. N. M. Joshi: May 1 know whether the Secretary of State can 
issue final instruction? to the (iovernment of India with regard to the 
matters with which Sir Jlninaewaini Miiflaliar will deal in the War Cabinet? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: The Secretary of State cannot issue 
any final instructions. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: May I ask whether it makes any difiference whether 
the Secretary of State can issue final orders to Sir Bamaswami Mudaliar 
direct or the Secretary of State issues final instructions to Sir Ramaswami 
Mudaliar through the (iovernment of India? 

Mr. M. Ghiasuddin: May 1 know from the Leader of the House whether 
the Secretary of State has so far interfered with the instructions given k> 
Sir Ramaswami Mudaliar by the Government of India or not? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: No. 

Mr. E. G. Neogy: Have the Government of India provided their repre¬ 
sentative on the War Cabinet w’ith an independent secretariafi* 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: He has the liberty to ha\e his secre¬ 
tariat if he so likes. 

Mr. K. 0 . Neogy: Or borrow from the India Office? 

The Honourabh Mr. H. S. Aney: It will be in his discretion. 

Proobbss akd Peogeammb of Work of the Reconstruction 0>mmittbbs. 

21. *SIr P. E. James: Will the Honourable Member for Commerce be 
pleased to state- 

(a) wliat, progress is being made in the work of the Reconstruction 

Committees which were constituted in March 1942; 

(b) what is their future programme of work; 

(c) whether he is sa^sfied that the machinery is adequate for the 

study of tlie inunense and urgent problems which will con¬ 
front India at the end of the war; and 

(d) wluit co-ordination, if any, has been established between thfr 

(Joijirniiteos and the Defence Authorities in connection with 
demobilisation and re-employment after the war? 

The Honourable Mr. N. B. Barker: (a) Arrangements have been made 
for collection of factual data about various mattera connected with post-war 
reconstruction. Apart from other arrangements, five Economic Investi¬ 
gators have been appointed for the purpose. Moreover, the members of the 
Consultative Committee of Economists have undertaken to prepare preli¬ 
minary Reports on certain aspects of post-war.reconstruction. 

(b) A copy of the programme of work drawn up by the Consultative- 
Committee of Economists is placed on the table. 
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(c) Yes, at the present stsige. However, the Keconstruction CouuuiUees 
are free to suggest any further administrative arrangements rt-quired for 
carrying on their work. 

(d) The War Department is represented an the Reconstruction Com¬ 
mittee dealing witli Labour and Demobilisation and the Secretary of that 
Department is the Vice-Chairman of that Committee. 

Programme of Work drafted by the Suh-Commttteen of the Consvltative Committee 
of Economists and approved hy the latter Cooimittee in Us full Meetings held on' 
the Hth and 7th March, 19^2. 

I. Jjabonr and Demobilisation. 

1. The following resolutions were agreed to ■ 

(i) It is desirable that the Labour Department of the Government of India should' 
proceed to the collection of data relating to— 

(a) Changes in the total volume of employment. 

(b) Changes in the composition of the employed population according to the 

’ categories of skilled, semi-skilled and unskilled and daily and monthly 

rated workers. 

(c) Changes in methods of recruitment 

(d) Changes in the hours of work. 

(e) Changes in wages, both time and piece rates. 

(f) Rationalisation of Industrial technique in relation to work. 

(g; Deferred payment systems. 

(h) Numbers employed in 

(i) Munitions and Armaments Factories 

(n) Industiies directly connected with war supplies 

(ill) Industries in general. 

[(h) Will include an investigation of the probable magnitude of unemploy¬ 
ment m (i) to (lii) above.)] 

(ii) It IS desirable to proceed at once to an investigation of the kind of employment 
machinery which is likely to be needed at the end of the war and in the light of 
India’s general industrial development 

(iii) It is desirable to proceed to an investigation of the kind of training machinery 

which is likely to be needed at the end of the war in the light of (a) the retransfer 
problem and (b) industrial development generally. '• 

II. Industry. 

1. It was decided to break the subject-matter into the following main heads 

(i) Regionalism and the location of industry. 

(iii) Consumers’ goods industries 

(iii) Capital goods industries. 

(iv) Small scale (including cottage) industries. 

(v) Finance and structure of industry. 

(vi) Power resources. 

2. Under the first head, i.e., Regionalism and location of industries, it was decided^ 
to proceed to the following enquiries; 

(a) A factual study of developments since 1919 and their causes. 

(b) To study the following : 

(i) Upon what principles, economic and non-economic should the location of' 

industries be decided in-the future, and 

(ii) What machinery of Government is likely to be called fort 

3. Under the second liead it was decided :— 

(a) To proceed to a factual study of changes-in the standard of life since 1919-3f 
and the contribution made thereto by the . development of consumers’" 
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(b) To enquire into the impact of the war on the standard of life in India, 

including the substitution of domestic for imported goods. 

(c) To enquire into the following:— 

In what directions and with what means can the State most usefully assist 
the improvement in the standard of living in the Post-War period, t.g., 
what are the commodities which under the existing and prospective 
conditions are likely ija command a market and what type of assistance 
can the State affoid: 

4. Under the third head, ur , capital goods industries, it was decided : 

(a) To proceed to a factual study of developments— 

(i) between 1919-39, and 

(ii) since 1939. 

(b) To study the following . 

(i) III what directions and with what means can the State most usefully assist 
the production of : 

(a) Durable consumers’ goods, e g., motor-cars. 

(b) Machinery for producing consumers’ goods, e.g., textile machinery, 

agriciiltuial machinery, implements and tools; and 

(c) Other capital goods’ 

Under the same head it was decided to investigate the following : 

What are the possibilities fiom the economic point of view of establishing or 
-extending in India— 

(a) A synthetic dye-stuff industry. 

(b) a fine chemical industry. i 

(c) a plastic industry 

i(d) a heavy chemical industry 

(e) the production of synthetic petrol and coal tar products. 

(f) the production of rayon and other artificial fibres and what are likely to be 

the consequences of the economic position on existing producers, if any, 
m India, 

(g) ship building industry. 

(h) canning industry’ 

5. Under the head (iv) small scale (including cottage) industries, it was decided 
ito deal with the following enquiries : 

(a) What are the principal small-scale industries m the country and where are 

they localised ’ 

(b) What is the approximate extent of employment in each of the industries T 

What is the future scope of employment in them? In particular how 
far can they provide employment to demobilised labour. 

{c) What IS the chance of survival of each in competition with large-scale 
industries ? 

(d) Which of the small^cale industries should bo reorganised in case their 

survival is considered desirable on any grounds ? What should be the form 
of such re-organisation? 

(e) What should be the place of small-scale industries in post-war reconstruction ? 

Which existing or new small scale industries can be re-organised or fitted 
. into the wider industrial struettfre (e.g., as suppliers of parts, etc., to 
organised industries)? 

(f) What seasonal or part.-time occupations can be introduced in both urban and 

rural areas as subsidiary to the main occupations ? 

'(g) In the light of the above, what would be the appropriate State action in 
regard to the creation, reorganisation and sustenance of these industries 
and occupations ? 



STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


105 


6. Under the head (v) i.e.. Finance and itmcture of industry, it was decided to 
proceed to a study of the following : 

(a) Are the existing methods by which Indian industries are financed suitable 

for the expansion of industrialisation? 

(b) In what directions should changes by made? 

(c) Does the growth of industrialisation necessitate further regulation of : 

(i) Importation of capital, and 

(ii) The control over industry? 

(d) To what extent is the maintenance or rehabilitation of small-scale industries 

dependent upon improved methods of state-aid in the financial field? 
fe) To what extent will industrialisation require changes in the Indian banking 
and financial institution and their practices? 

<f) In what directions should the presnt system of industrial organisation and 
structure he changed to ensure efficiency and public interest in general, 
particularly in the case of those industries which receive State-aid? 

(g) What are the most appropriate forms of SjUte action in the economic sphere 

in a period of reconstruction and fu%er industrialisation? 

* (h) What should be the policy of the State in regard to industries in which, 

owing to the predominance of a single firm or a small group of firms, a 
(/uast-monopolistic position has been, reached ’ 

7 i(a) A survey of the existing power resources in the country. 

(b) What steps should ha taken to conserve and develop the power resources of 
the country to help further industrialisation with particular reference to electric power? 

(c) What measures are necessary for co-ordinatiim of power schemes for the 
different regional units? 

(d) Consideration of the possibility of manufacturing power alcohol in the country. 
III. Public Workt. 

1 The members were agreeable to a consideration of the following questions ; 

(a) Should the public works policy in India in the post-war period be governed 
primarily by considerations of affording the maximum degree of employ¬ 
ment or by purely technical considerations of India’s industrial and develop¬ 
mental needs? 

(h) In the light of any general principles concurred in, what order or priority 

should be arrived at among the following? 
li) Hoads and bridges; 
i(ii) Railway lines; 
i(iii) Drainage and irrigation; 
i(iv) Canals and defensive works against flood; 
i(v) Afforestation and land reclamation;' 

<vi) Control of soil erosion; 

^vii) Drmking water supplies. and sewage disposal; 

(viii) Sea and river ports-—equipment of; 

(ix) Air ports—equipment of; 

(x,) Building and construction works, including large scale building projects; 
^xi) Electric installation, hydro-electrio and heating power centres, motive 
power transmissions ; 

(xii) Qas works and long distance gas supply; 

<xui) Telegraph. and telephone installations; 
txiv) River control and management? 

(c) Assuming that public works policy should be governed primarily by C'msi- 
derations of a technical diaractor, what place should bo taken by relief 
works in the post-war period and how can conflicts in wage policy and 
standards of output involved in the .oo-existence of an expanded public 
works policy, and an expanded rdief policy fae beat avoided. 
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(d) Taking Indian conditions into account, what would be the reactions 
of public Vforks conducted by the State on private enterprise, and to what 
extent is it desiiable to stimulate the participations of private capital in 
the task of pioinoting public works by— 

(i) guarantee of interest; 

(ii) grunts-in-aid; 

(iii) guarantees of repaynient of capital; and 

(iv) e\en ption from taxation” 

IV. hade and Tanff'a. 

1. The subject matter was divided into the following main subdieads 
(i) Tariffs, Subsidies and Pi-itectivo Policy; 

(li) Export Policy; 

(ill) Treaty Policy; 

(iv) Internal Trade; and 

(v) Ancillary subjects 

2. Under (i)—Tariffs, Subsidies and Protective Policy—the following subjects were- 
(fiisidered woithy of investigation. 

;a) What should be the teihnidl content to be given to the doctrine of Piotec- 
tion by tariffs or bounties (including anti dumping measures) in the post¬ 
war period ? 

(b) What modifications, if any. will the machinery of tariff-making lequire in 

the post-war period— 

(i) I'unctions; 

(ii) Composition; 

(ill)' Tenure ’ 

(c) What should ho the lelatioiis between protected industiies and the State m 

respect of— 

(i) Control of profits; 

(ii) Participation in profits; 

(ill) Social conditions of labour, 

(iv) Apprenticeship; 

(v) Administrative supervision and control by the State of protected 

industries ? 

(d) Wliat have been the economic lonsequences of the existing rates of duty and 

to what extent will the technical structure of the tariff require modification 
in future ? 

(e) What have been the economic consequences of war-time export and import 

regulations? How far should they bo continued in the post-war period” 

3. Under (ii)—Export Policy— , 

(a) What general principles should underlie the export policy of the Government 

of India in the post-war period? Should it take the form, in the main, 
of maintaining the principle of freedom of private enterprise or should 
Government, as a matter of principle, encourage schemes of bulk-sales for 
exports, and bulk-purchases for necessary imports ? 

(b) To what ■ extent should Government envisage aid to export interests by 

means of— 

(i) export-credit schemes; 

(li) adherence to regional pacts as regards exports of manufactures and/or 
raw materials (t.e., division of export-markets); 

(iii) expert subsidies; and 

(iv) export-cartels” 

(c) To what e.xtent should India adhere to international pacts for the quantitative 

regulation of exports and/or the production of basic and other raw materials 
{eg, cotton, coffee, sugar, wheat, rubber, tea)? 
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(d) To what extent are India’s fundamental economic interests best met, so far 
as substitute materials are concerned (e q., rayon, plastics) by (i) the 
mandfacturfe of such commodities within India, (li) pursuing price-policies 
designed to snaintain the market for the natural products of Indian soil ? 

4 Under (in)—Treaty Policy— 

Given the vartoiis possibilities of the post-war situation (closer co-operation between 
the British Empire and the XJ. S A., the “rationalisation” of export and import trade 
etc.), should India choose : 

(a) a policy of complete atrtonomy, t no trade treaties, 

(b) a policy of conditional, or, alternatively, unconditional most-favoured treat 

ment, only, 

(c) adherence to the Imperial PiefcrciiUal System (and with what modifications), 

(d) ndheieiice to low-tmff or no-tariff zones, 

(e) bi lateralism of the Otitinental type? 

'£). Under (liv)—Iiitern.'il Trade Problems— 

(at How icaii internal trade be developed so as to provide large and expanding 
markets ier Use products of our industries and of agriculture? 
i(b) What impediments exist at present in the way of the inter-provincial trade 
and how Wst they <can be removed U.g., octrois, transport difficulties, 
lack of advertisemml and propaganda)? 

V AguoultuTt. 

1 It was decided to .divide the subject matter under two heads : 

.(i) Thu MiLtmidiatf war and post-war positwa. 

((ai ) •d'i.c Long Ter.ni Adjustment of Indian agiiculture to Indian and World 
trends. 

2. Under the first head, it was agreed that the following topics required investiga¬ 
tion ; 

(a) 7'he structure of rights 'Over agricultural land in India in the post-war period. 

In certain provinoes, the soldier (and, in due course the returned soldier) requires 

ito be protected in his lights iii the land; what forms of protective measures are 
necessary, «udh as^. 

(i) Government .issistaiice in the collection of rent arrears from tenants during 
the absence of the landlord. 

(u) Extension of ihe period of leases or time-limits for the payment of rents 
or revenues. 

(iii) Extension of tlie period of pending suits by money-leiidei Sv 

(iv) Protection of the rights of minors? 

(b) The. immediate post-war price situation 

If agricultural prices show a marked use or decline after the cessation of hostilities, 
what will be the best way of meeting the situation^ 

3. Under the second head, it was agreed that the following topics required 
investigation . 

(a) The adhesion of India to international agreements for the “orderly marketing” 
or “valorisation” of staple crops [e.g., wheat, cotton, etc.). 
i(b) “Crop-planning”, in relation particularly to ; 

(i) The problem of finding alternative crops in place of those for which there 

IS likely to be an inelastic or diminishing demand, e.g., shortstaplr 
cotton, and the problem of finding alternative uses for existing crops. 

(ii) The production of “secondary crops” for the development of existing ami 
new agricultural industries (e.y., canning industry). 

(iii) Nutritional problems, and, in view of population pressure, the production 

of heavy yielding crops such as rice, potatoes, pulses and soya-beans 

(iv) Development of mued farming and maiketing of daily produce at distant 

(v) The fuller exploitation of the available productive powers of human labour 

and cattle power. 
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(vi) The extent to which each region ehoald aim at self-sufficiency in regard 
to agricultural products. 

(c) The "Planning of Agriculture" in relation to : 

(i) An examination of the structure of rights and interests in land including 
problems of tenancy, tenure debt and transfer of land 
lii) Problems of unemployment and underemployment among the cultivators 
with special reference to (a) Legislation regarding uneconomic holdings 
and (b) development of intensive and mechanised farming 

(iii) Improvement of the economic position of agricultural labourers. 

(iv) Social experiments m collective and co-operative farming as alternatives to 

individual cultivation of the soil and the degree to which Government 
can undertake or encourage such experiments, and 

(v) The co-ordination of efforts aiming at preserving the heritage in soil, 

forests and wafers such as erosion control, afforestation, land reclamation, 
etc. Is it practicable to work out a policy of an “Evernormal Granary’' 
in India? 

(d) A re-examination of the problems involved in the financing of agriculture. 

(e) Suggestions towards improvements m agricultural statistics 

In certain provinces, the soldier (and, in duo course the returned soldier) requires 
to be protected in his rights m the land; what forms of protective measures are 
necessary, euch as : 

(i) Governmenf, assistance iii the collection of rent arrears from tenants during 
the absence of the landlord. 

(li) Extension of the period of leases or lime-limits for the payment of rents or 
revenues. 

(iii) Exten.iion of the period of pending suits by money-lenders. 

(iv) Protection of the rights of minors ? 

(b) The immediate 'poat-war price sitmtion. 

It agricultuVal prices show a marked rise or decline after the cessation of hostilities, 
what will be the besl >vay of meeting the situation? 

_ 3. Under the second head, it was agreed that the following topics required investiga- 


(a) The adhesion of ludia to international agreements for the "orderly marketing" 

or "valorisation" of staple crops {e.g., wheat, cotton, etc.). 

(b) "Crop-planning", in relation particularly to ; 

(i) The problem of finding alternative crops in place of those for which there 

18 likely to be an inelastic or diminishing demand, e.g, shortstaple 
cotton, and the problem of finding alternative uses for existing crops. 

(ii) The production of "sewndary crops" for the development of existing and 

new agricultural industries (e g., canning industry). 

(ui) Nutntwn&l problems, and, m view of population pressure, the production, 
of heavy yielding crops such as rice, potatoes, puJses and soya-beans 

®platr“* marketing of daily produce at distant 

^.8ricX,.rp^S ■» r,g„d to 

(c) The "Planning of Agriculture" in relation to • ' 

«d (b) d,v.iop„„b p, i.ti^torc"robS3''iic»r'”'‘ 

(...) I».p„v.m...t ol lb. ppriUob ,t bgripultu,.! Ubouro™ 
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(iv) Social experimentg in collective and co-operative fanning m alternatives 

to individual cultivation of the soil and the degree to which Government 
can undertake or encourage duch experiments, and 

(v) The co-ordinatioii of efforts aiming at preserving the heritage in soil, forests 

and waters such as erosion control, afferestation, land recitation, etc. 
Is it practicable to work out a policy of an “Evernormal Granaiy in. 
India? 


(d) A re examination of the problems involved in the financing of agriculture. 

(e) Suggestions towards improvements in agricultural statistics. 


Mr. Oovind V. Deshmukh: Were the interests of agriculturists repre¬ 
sented on any of these Committees? If so, what are their namfE and. 
the names of the Committees on which they served? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Sarker: I want notice of this question. 

i 

Wheat Position, 

22. *I>r. Sir Zlauddin Ahmad: (a) Will the Honourable the Commerce 
Member please state what the quantity of production of wheat in the y^ar 
1942 is? (The figures may be given province-wise.) 

(b) What i.s the normal monthly consumption of wheat in India? What, 
is the surplus of wheat after five months’ consumption (from April to 
August)? 

(c) Have the Government of India got the list of the stockists in every 
town and the quantity of wheat or flour these stockists have in their 
possession? 

(d) What steps have Government taken to compel the stockists to seDi 
at the controlled economic price fixed by the Government of India? 


^ The Honourable Mr. N. R. Sarker: (a) A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) No figures are available showing normal monthly consumption of 
wheat in India. The total net supplies available for consumption annually 
worked out to approximately &,900,000 tons or 740,000 tons per month. 
At this rate approximately 5,200,000 tons should be available till the end 
of the wheat season. 

(c) No, Reports -are received by the Wheat Commissioner periodically 
regarding the stocks held at the various Mandis from the District Officers 
and Trade Sources. Several Provinces have enforced the Foodgrains 
Control Order, which provides for the licensing of wholesale dealers amJ 
the submission by them of returns of stocks or similar orders, but only 
recently; while other Provinces have not yet put it in force. 

(d) The Government of India have pressed the Provincial Governments^ 
to launch prosecutions and punish the offenders severely in cases of sale 
of wheat or wheat products at rates higher than the controlled - rates 
In certain cases of necessity, Provincial Governments have requisitioned 
the stocks. 
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Estimate of the Wheat vrop oj jyti-fz. 


Yield of wheat 

Provinces and States. (in tons). 

Current year 
(1941-42). 

British Provinces — 

Punjab ........ . . 3,873,000 

United Provinces ......... 2,608,000 

Central Provinces and Berar ....... 388,000 

Bombay ... .... 241,000 

Sind. 380,000 

Bihar ........... 485,000 

North-West Frontier Province ....... 238,000 

Bengal. 41,000 

Delhi. 11,000 

Ajmer-Merwara ......... 5,000 

Orissa. 1,000 


Total British Provinces . 8,271,000 


Indian States :— 

Punjab States .......... 520,000 

United Provinces State (Rampiir) ...... 49,000 

Eastern Agency States*. 12,000 

Bombay States . . . ... . 95,000 

Sind State (Khairpur) ........ 30,000 

Central India States ........ 288,000 

Gwalior State ... 299,000 

Rajputana States . . . 331,000 

Hyderabad States. 134,000 

Baroda States 41,000 

Mysore State. (o) 

Total India States . 1,799,000 

Grand TOTAL , 10,070,000 


■•Formerly Central Provinces States, 

(o) 500 tons, 

Mr. Umar Aly Shah.: Does the Honourable Member know the number 
<of Indians wlio are starving toi want of food? 

The Honourable Mr. H. R. Sarker: 1 have no such information. 

Mr, Muhammad Azhar Ali: Does the Government know that the Pro¬ 
vincial Governoiniis gcnr-nilly are carrying on this propagand-i through 
the Police and th<^ T-insiId.-ir'-, and the result of it is that the Police othcers 
themselves purchase foodgrains before the public gets it? Is the Govcin- 
ment going to make any arrangement for the public or for the Police and 
Tahsildars? 


The Honourable Mr. N. R. Sarker: I have no such information. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: May I know why the Government have not 
been able to procure any liguve although the motion was moved in this 
House in last November and the Government promised that the information 
vrould be made available as to what stocks are in the country and what 
stocks will he available for the people in the country? If the Government 
IS not yet in a position to enlighten this House, then what is the use of 
a Wheat Commissioner and the whole paraphemaUa connected with 
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Dr. Sir Zlauddin Ahmad : H as the Government got the particulars about 
tthe sale price of wheat, and whether they are aware that wheat in Delhi is 
ibeing sold at a much higher price than the controlled price? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Sarkor: We have not changed the orders and 
I do not know that wheat is being sold at a higher price. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Is the Honourable Member aware that wheat which 
is being sold to private consumers is sold at a much higher price than the 
•control order coiiiemplates? Js it not a fact that this complaint is to be 
iound throughout India? Will the Honourable Member take steps eitber 
to strengthen the coutiol ordei or to relax it in such a manner that this 
••state of affairs should not continue? 

The Honourable Mr. N. B. Sarkar: Wheat may be sold at a higher price 
in retail, but the Government control order fixes the wholesale rate. 1 
have no information that the wholesale rate being charged is higher than 
ithe controlled rate. 

Dr. Sir Zlauddin .Ahmad: What is .the wholesale rate today? 

The Honourable Mr N. B. Barker: It is Bs. 5 and Hs. 5/4. 

Mr. Muhammad Naumaa: But the wheat is being sold at the rate of 
lis. 9 per maiind in Delhi today 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I ask if the price has been settled by the 
^Central Government for all tlie provinces and all places or whether different 
Provincial Governments have fixed different prices for their own provinces? 

The Honourable Mr. N, R, Barker: The retail prices w’ere left to the 
Kiiscretion of the Provincial Governments. 

Sir Syed Baza All: Does the Honourable Member realise that if it is 
•desired that the benefit of ibe controlled rate should reach the ovd.nary 
'Consumer, it would be necessary for the Government of India and the 
Provincial Governments to open their own shops in view of the fact that 
the grain is likely to be withdrawn from the market by the stockists? It 
is a serious proposition really. 

The Honourable Mr. N. .R. Sarker: That question has been discussed 
in the recent Price Control Conference and some decisions have been 
arrived at which are being considered now by the Central Government ard 
their decision will bo coinniunicated very shortly. 

Dr. Sir Zlauddin Ahmad: Will the Honourable Member lay on the table 
•the report of this Conference as it will help us very much? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Barker: No. Until the Government of India 
take a decision, I am afraid I cannot lay it on the table. 

Mr. N. M. Joahl: May I ask if the Honourable Member is aware of the 
tact that wheat and other fC'0..'lgrains have become so difficult to be obtained 
even in citits like Bombay that a large number of people have to wait for 
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hours together even to get wlieat or other grain worth a rupee? Rurcntly, 
the queues had become so large and clamorous that the Government bad 
to resort to firing to regulate the queues. 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Sarker: I do not know about the firing hut 
I know about the difficulties in getting foodgrains. That question is under 
the active considerati in of tuc Government of India and a decision wdl be 
arrived at very shortly 

Sardar Sant Singh: Ifos the Honourable Member considered the desir¬ 
ability of reiuoving this control in view of the fact that during the last war 
the economi" factors worked very much better than the control factors are- 
working today 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Sarker; I do not think so. 

Sardar Sant Singh; Is the Ilonoui-able Member aware that during thtr 
last war the bene'it of the ri<^e in wheat price went to the agriculturist and 
today it is going to the middleman? 

The Honourable Mr. K. R. Sarker: To the middleman at the consumer’s- 
end and not at the producer's end, which was more effectively controlled. 

'* Bbvin Boys ” eetubnbd to India and thbib Employment. 

23. •Mr. dovind V. Deshmukh: Will the Honourable Menibei for 
Labour please state how many “Bevin boys” have returned to India and 
if all of them have got employment? If not, what are the r‘--iiaona for 
their unemployment? Are any of them taking any part in Trade Unions?" 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: 149 Bevin boys have rt-’turnc.d" 
to India of whom 26 arrived only on the 5th September and are now being 
tested by an Examining Board Of the remaining 123, IDS have been 
placed in employment with an average increase of salary of t45 per c.ent 
Of the balance of 18, nine boys who arrived at the end of Tuly have been 
allotted to posts and will be-appointed very shortly; two who do not wish 
to take up factory work are being considered for Emergency Commissions— 
one in the Indian Army and one in the Indian Air Eorce;*'Three have 
refused the posts offered to them and efforts are now being made to find' 
them other appointments; one is being returned to his original employ¬ 
ment oil increased pay; one is undergoing tests with a view to appoint¬ 
ment as Welder Instructor at a training centre; one has been i-.armarked 
for a post but cannot at present be traced; and the last man was returned' 
from England for misconduct without completing his training. 

It is too early yet to say whether any of the returned trainees are- 
taking part in Trade Union Affairs. 

Mr. Oovind Y. Deshmukh: May I know if their unemployment is not 
due to the fact that they are taking part in Trade Union movement,s? 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: I do not think so. I do not 

see any evidence of unemployment among the trainees. 

Mr. Govlnd V. De^mukh: My question was “if all ‘the Bevin boys" 
have got employment” and the answer was that all the ‘Bevin boys’ who 
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have returned are not employed, that some are being tested, that Pomt»- 
are employed that some are sent back to their old jobs. I want to put 
this question whether their unemployment is in any way due to the £.iot 
that they are taking interest in trade union activities. 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: I am sure it is not. 

' Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: What sort of misconduct was reported 
against one of the ‘Bevin boys’? 

The'Honourable Sr. B. B. Ambedkar: I have not got the information 

at present. I want notice. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Has it got anything to do with his labour 
activities? 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: I would not like to spoil the 
chances of this young man by stating in the open House what h'is mis¬ 
conduct was. 

Mr. Govind V. Deidimukh: When this case of misconduct was reported 
against this young man, did not the Government think it advisable to* 
make enquiries about what that misconduct was? 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: I l\^ve no doubt that Govern¬ 
ment have got the information about the sort of misconduct, he was found. 
guilt\ of. I have not got the fact with me at present. I want notice. 

Dr. Sir Zlauddin Ahmad: May I know whether the “Bevin b^jys’*' 
come from the labouring classes? 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: The Department is examining' 
that aspect of the case. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: In view of the fact that the “Bevin bovs” 
return to India after obtaining proper training In England, where is tin*- 
necessity for testing them again? 

The Honourable Mr. B. B. Ambedkar: Most of the employers would! 
not accept the word of the Government of India that they were trained, 
and the employer would like to satisfy himself Chat the man whom he is- 
employing is properly trained. We cannot prohibit the employer from, 
doing so. 


Short Staple Cotton purchased by Government. 

24. •Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: WiU the Honourable Member for 
Commerce please state: 

(a) jf short staple cotton was purchased by Government m the 
cotton season of 1942 before the 10th of June; if so, through 
what agencies, what amount and in what markets; and whether 
the public were informed about the purchasing agencies- bw 
Government; if not, why not; and 



U14 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


[15th Sept. 1942 


(b) if short staple cotton purchased by Government was sold to the 
' Textile Mills in India or any export agencies; if so, whether 
Government made any profits in these transactions, and how 
the profits, if any, will he utilised? 

The Honourable Mr. N. B. Sukor: (a) Yes. As regards the other 
points raised in the question I lay on the table a statement showing siic.b 
information as Government arc prepared to give at this stage. Publicity 
was not given to the selection of purchasing agents bccau.se it was desired 
"iihat their operations should be secret, the object being to avoid arUfic'inl 
'di-sturbance of the Tnarkets upcountry. 


.Bepar . 
C. P. I. 


^C. P. II 


JKhandesh 


StatemetU shomng Purchases of Short Staple Cotton. 


Type of cotton. 


Quantity Centres from 

purchased to which 

date. purchased. 

Bales. 


1770 

4.^42 


942 


r Amraoti. 

4 Akola. 
[Khamgaon. 
fVVardha. 

\Aivi. 

'Dhainanguon. 
Paiid hark awada. 
Nagpur. 

Sacnor. 

- Wan. 

Katol 

Digras 

Yuotmal. 

Chataiiji. 

_K)ondiili. 

'Dondairha. 

■{ Dhiilia. 

Amaliier. 


(b) No. The latter pait of the question does not arise. 

Mr. Govind V. Deslimukh: Is the Honourable Member aware that the 
agricultuiists could not bring m their crop to the market, because they 
were under the impression that Government would advertize for their 
requirements? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Sarker: The Government issued a Press 
Couuiiun que on PJth- Maic'i stating they were going to buy cotton. 

Ml. Govind V. Deshmukh: How can you expect the agriculturist to 
know about this that the Government have entered the field for purchase? 
The Government did not advertize? 


The Honourable m. N. R. Barker: I believe the Provincial Govern¬ 
ments must ha\o informed the village associations or village panchyals. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: I do not want what the Honourable Mem- 
ajer believes or thinks. I ask him for facts. 

The Honourable Mr. H. *. Sarker; I have no further intomwtion. 
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Amount earmarked for Purchase of Sh«rt Stable Cotton. 

26. *Mr. Oovind Deshmukh: Will the Honourable Member f .r 
Commerce please .slate hew the amount earmarked! in the budget of lUtl- 
42 for,the purclinse of short staple cotton to help the growers of sucli 
cotton will La; utilised to its full extent? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Sarker: Government have not earmarked 
any specific amount for the purchase of short staple cotton. Tlie in-ocecds 
of the additional import duty imposed on raw cotton by the Cotton Fund 
Ordimmee, 1942, will be utilized not only in financing the purcluis.''s of 
short staple cotton but also 5n making grants to the Provincial Go\trn- 
ments and Indian States to enable them to remit the whole or part of the 
land rr venue or rent collected from the cultivator in respect of the land' 
diverted from cotton to food crops and on similar other measures for the 
benefit of the growers of cotton ^ 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Is the Honourahte Member aware that tins 
grani was earmarked for maintainnig the economic level of price of short 
staple coffon? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Sarker: No. It is not correct. 

Materials of Articles received under the Lease and Lend Agreement. 

26. *Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: "Will the Honourable Member tor 
Commerce please state what materials or articles, have been received by 
India under the Lease and Lend Agreement and of what value? Are tb.e 
terms of this agreement the same as between the United Kingdom rmd 
the United Slates of Anierica 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Sarker: The question should have been 
addressed to the Honourable the Supply Member. 

Depreciation in Labour Wages. 

27. ♦Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya: (a) Will the Honourable 
Member for Labour be pleased to state if he has ascertained the exact 
depreciation in wages in proportion to the increase in value of food-stuff and 
textile commodities and general cost of living? If so, what is the ratio? 

(b) Is it not a fact that the dearness allowance and war-time bonuses 
granted to Railway workers is not sufficient to make up for the proportional 
fall or depreciaticn in wages? 

(c) If the answer to part (o; be in the affirmative, does the Honourable 
Member propose to reconsider the matter of wages of labour on the Railways 
and increase their wages to an amount which would be sufficient? 

(d) Do Government propose, during the war period, to set up f^d and 
cloth stores for supplying Railway labour with these commodities at prices 
commensurate with tlieir present income and if it proves satisfactory to- 
continue the arr-.-ngement as a permanent measure? 

(e) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to make a comparative 
statement of wages paid to the Railway labour in Government controlled 
Railways, in private Railways Company-managed' and private Stjate- 
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Eailways) and in te-xtile mills, jute mills and the iron and steel factories in 
India, and also their hours of work in a week? 

THe HonO'Urable Dr, B. R. Ambedkar: (a) The costs of living have not 
xisun at the same rates throughout India; there are reliable cost of living 
indices only for a few large towns; the rates of wages even at on^ centre 
differ considerably for different classes of employees, and the inove ticnts 
in the rates of wages have been uneven at the same place ahfl as between 
different places.’ In view of these factors, it is not possible to give a 
jeply to the question as put by the Honourable Member. If he desires 
information regarding any specific class of employees at a place where there 
is a reliabl e cost of living index, I shall attempt to furnish it. 

(b) No. I believe that the dearness allowance meets fully the increased 
cost of living in the lower grades though to a diminishing extent in the 
ihigher grades. 

(c) Does not arise; but I would add that recently the dearness allow- 
.ance was enhanced by a considerable extent, in negotiation with the All- 
India Railwaymen’s Federation and there is no justification for a further 
revision at present. 

(d) Grain shops have been and are being opened by a number of rail¬ 
ways when the administration considered it necessary to do so. Commo- 
. dities supplied in these shops are sold at prices not exceeding the control 
prices fixed by Provincial Governments. It is proposed to run these 
shops during the war as long as the necessity for them exists. No cloth 
shops have yet been opened on the Railways. 

(e) There is no known basis for making such a wide comparison; each 
factory employs specialised labour and comparison is difi&cult. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: May I know from the Honourable Member 
whether it is the contention of Government that there has been no rise 
in price since 1939? , 


The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: That is not the contention of 
the Government. All that the Government say is that there is no 
luniformity in rise. ' 


Mr. Muhammad Nauman; There is some uniformity taking the 

niinimum. Arc the Government not prepared to accept the rninimuin rise 
'in all commodities, which is above 50 per cent? 

is rW* I am prepared to say that there 

Member^sugge^slis”'^^ percentage is as high as the Honourable 

find out^hetW^the^rn^aSon^fcoLe^^^ enquiries and 

-ak^g e^Swh^h wiil 

ernment may not be able to spare. ^ ^ 
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Mr. l^eflde&t (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The Honourable 
Member ie expressing an opinion. 

Dr. Sir Zisuddin Ahmad: May I ask if the dearness allowance men¬ 
tioned in this question will be extended to other departments of the 
Government of India, especially post office? 

The Honourable Dr. B. E. Ambedkai: This question should be 

addressed to the appropriate department. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: This question refers to railways, but my 
Honourable friend has taken up this question as one concerning labour. 
I should like to know whether the labour conditions mentioned with 
re^vad, to railways will be extended to labour conditions in other depart¬ 
ments? 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: I think there has been an 
increase in dearness allowance given to all employees in the Government 
of India. 

Mr. Muhammad Bauman: With reference to part (d), may I know 
whether Government have taken any pains to compare the control rates 
at which, they are selling now and the rates at which the commodities 
were being sold in 1939 and 1940? 


The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: It is quite unnecessary to make 
any such comparison of percentage at all. 

Mr. Muhammad Bauman: Otherwise, you do not know what percen¬ 
tage of dearness allowance sholild be given. 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: It is sufficient for Government 
purposes to know that there is an increase. In that case they may 
consider whether or not to increase the allowance, 

Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: What are the places where the rise 
m prices is the lowest? 

The HonouraUe Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: i want notice. 

SOHBMB FOB A NATIONAL GoVBENMBNT AT THE CENTRE. 

OhattOpadhyaya: (a) Will the Honourable 
the Leader of tbo Howe be pleased to state if the Government of India 
has under ccnteraplation any scheme to implement the Cripps offer to form 
a GovernmMit ac the Centre with the parties who are ready to co-operate 
with the allied powers in defending India and carrying on the anti-Fascist 
fight to its end ? 

(b) If there be any effort on the part of Government of India under 
contemplation to create a National GovemmetS at the Centre, will the 
Honourable Member be pleased to make a statement on the scheme on 
the floor of,the House? 
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The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: This is a matter primarily for His- 
Excellency the Governor Genera! and BQs Majesty’s Government, rother 
than the Government of India. I would remind the Honourable Member 
of repeated statements on behalf of His Majesty’s Government, renewed 
so late as September the 10th by the Prime Minister, ' that the broad 
principles of the Declaration which formed the basis of Sir Stafford Crippa 
Mission to India must be taken as representing the settled policy of the 
British Crown and Parliament, and that these principles stand in their 
full scope and integrity. 

(6) Written Answers. 

Evacuees from Burma and the Far East. 

29. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya: (a) Will the Honourable- 
Member for Indians Overseas be pleased to state the number of evacuees 
including wives and children, from (1) Burma, Province by Province, 
(2) Malaya, (3) Singapore, and (4) Hongkong and their present domicile, 
and financi'il condition ? 

(b) Will thj Honourable Member be pleased to state the number of 
Indians with thf^ir families who were left in Burma, Malaya and Singapore- 
and who could not avail of opportunities to leave those plades or who could 
not come on accrunt of various impediments? Is there any means- 
available now to get information about their whereabouts and condi¬ 
tion ? 

(c) Is it a fact that many evacuees have applied for financial help and 
employment to the Government of India? What help has been rendered 
and how ina.iy have been employed and out of those employed how many 
are Indianj and how many are Europeans and Anglo-Indians? What 
arrar.gements are made for giving employment to the unemployed evacuees ' 
who had been rendered absolutely helpless on account of forced evacuation ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Indians had been forced to evacuate oii acc<'unt 
of cruel treatment by the Burmans and their threatening attitude towards 
the Indi.ins domiciled in Burma? 

(e) Is +}io Honourable Member aware of the allegation of racial discii- 
mination between Indians, Phiropeans and Anglo-Indians in respect of 
employment of ev'acuees? If .so, will the Honourable Member be pleased 
to make a statement on the matter? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: (a) The number of persons evacuated 
to India from Burma is estimated at five lakhs and the number from 
Malaya, including Singapore, at about 8,000. No estimate is available 
of the arrivals from Honk Kong It is not yet possible to estimate the 
numbers according to the various provinces to which the evacuees belong. 
Government understand that the bulk of the refugees brought no savings 
with them. 

(b) The number of Indians still left behind in Burma is of the order of 
six lakhs and that in Malaya, including Singapore, about 7^ lakhs 
The Japanese Government have not so far agreed to the protection of 
British interests in these territories through the agency of a protecting 
power and at present the only channel of communication with those 
countries is the International Red Cross Committee. It is hoped that 



ATAMUID QUB8T10N8 AHD ANSWKBB 


lit, 

tfonte .indicatioD ol the general condition of Indians stranded in these 
countries will become available through this channel after some time. 
Enquiries about the whereabouts and welfare of individuals are, however, 
being received in the Department of Indians Overseas and referred to the 
Bed Cross Commissioner for transmission through the International Bed 
Cross Committee, but it may be a considerable time before the e/iquiries 
produce any result. Becently the Japanese Oovemment have agreed to 
the establishment of certain postal facilities for prisoners of war, which 
will be applicable also to civilian internees in tl^e countries. 

(c) The Government of India have put into operation a scheme for 
the grant of financial assistance to destitute evacuees. The rate of 
allowances is related to the pre-evacuation incomes of the refugees. The 
authority to receive and deal with' applications for relief, has been delegated 
to the Provincial Government and by them to the District officers. 

The employment of evacuees is a problem to which Oovemment have 
been paying careful attention. Provincial Governments have been 
requested to undertake the task of putting applicants in touch with pros¬ 
pective employers. Though persons such as lawyers and teachers may 
find some difficulty just at present in securing suitable . employment, 
those possessing technical qualifications, such as doctors, electricians, 
carptmters and others belonging to skilled trades should have no difficulty 
in finding employment. Those who are still without employment have 
been invited to register themselves with the National Service Labour 
Tribunals which are functioning in all Provinces. For clerical workers 
there is great scope for finding employment with the armed forces. For 
unskilled labour also there are many openings in new camp, aerodrome 
and road construction and building works apart from other relief works 
instituted by certain Provincial Governments. Provincial Governments 
have been addressed for returns of evacuees who have secured employ¬ 
ment but as yet these have not been received. It is not certain whether 
full parlaculars will become available in the near future. 

(d) There were many reasons impelling Indians to evacuate from 
Burma and the hostile attitude of a proportion of the Burmese people was 
one of them. 

(e) Government have seen allegations in the press that Europeans 
have found employment more readily than Indians. No statistics have 
been produced to substantiate those aUegations. Government have issued 
instructions to all appointing authorities that in the matter of the employ¬ 
ment of evacuees, Indians should be given preference over other classes 
of evacuees as far as possible. 

PoainoH ooiTOBBNiKo Stocks akd PBonxrcmoN or Wheat, Riob, xto. ahd 

THHIB PeIOB CoKTBOX.. 

30. *lb. Amarendra Hath Ohattopadhyaya: (a) Will the Honourable 
Member for Commerce be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing 
the present position in stock of fl) wheat, (2), rice, (8) coal, (4) quinine, 
(5) tea, (6) Imrosene, (7) salt, ana (8) sugar, and the prospect of the same 
nejet yeaf’? 

(b) Is the Hoourable Member awa»e of the fact that prices of rice, 
sugar and salt have gone up abnormally in Bengal and these commodities 
are becoming unavailable? If so, what nrrahgements are made to bring 
down the* prices and make the commodities easily available ? 



m 


I/SOISLATIVK assembly 


[16th Sept. 1943 


(a) U it not a fact that a large quantity of rice bad been exjwrted to 
Ceylon from Bengal: If so, how could such export be possible when 
there was a dearth of rice in Bengal ? What was the total quantitj^ of 
iice in stock m Jieiigal when it was exported to Ceylon / 

(d) Whii arrangements have been made by the Honourable Member 
to make up the delicits in the supply of staple foods to the inhabitants of 
the country, province by province? 

(e) Wliat tinancial help has been rendered to the Indian agriculturists 
to grow more food and what is the area of fallow land whicTi has been 
already brought under cultivation with a view’ to growing more food ^ 

(f) Is thj Centro I Government solely responsible for organising the 
'‘Gro\.’ mere food” campaign throughout the country'or have Provincial 
Governments also a combined responsibility ? Will the HonourablQ 
Member be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the scheme ? 

(g) Wh’it arrangements do Government contemplate for equitable 
distribution of coal to Provinces at a cheaper rate? 

(h) What arrangements do Government contemplate for control of 
prices and equitable distribution of staple food and daily necessities in all 
the Provinces ? 

Th« Honourable Mr. N. R. Barker: (a) A statement showing the stocks 
of quinine salts in India on the Ist April, 1942, and of sugar stocks at 
taotories only on the 5th September, 1942, is laid on the table. Informa¬ 
tion is not available about the stocks or the prospects of next year’s pro¬ 
duction of other commodities mentioned in paragraph (a). 

(b) As regards sugar, the Sugar Controller for India has taken all 
possible steps in the present difficult transport situation to make reason¬ 
able quantities of sugar available to Bengal. The question of controlling 
the prices and distribution of rice was discussed at the last Price Control 
Conference and the recommendations made by that Conference are now 
before the Government of India. 

With regard to salt, the Government of India have requisitioned a ship 
to transport salt from West Coast to Calcutta and have also arranged 
shipping facilities, through the Ministry of War Transport, for the 
import of salt from Aden into Bengal. 

(c) Exports of rice from Calcutta to Ceylon from the Ist April to the 
aist August, 1942, amounted to 5,711 tons. No information is available 
about the stocks of nee m Bengal, but these exports were permitted 
after 'consultation with the Government of Bengal who had no doubt 
taken into account the supply position in that Province. It is not definite¬ 
ly established that, as the Honourable Member says, there is an actual 
dearth of rice in Bengal as a whole. 

(d) Inter-provincial movements of wheat and sugar have been regu¬ 
lated by the Central Wheat Control and Sugar Control. As regards other 
foodgrains, the responsibility rests primarily on the Provincial Govern¬ 
ments, but the (Central Government have given all' assistance in their 
power by organizing the Regional Price and Supply Boards, and other. 
wUe. 


(e) It is for the Provincial Governments to render whatever help the 
cultivators require to grow more food. The Central Government have 
however, made grants from the Cotton Eund to those Provinces which 
applied for such grants in order to give financial help to cotton growers 
t6 assist the,m jn diverting their lands from cotton to food crops 
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From information so far received, it is estimated that 30,50,000 acres 
of culturable Waste and fallow land will be brought under the cultivation 
of food crops in the British Indian Provinces in the current year. 

(f) The responsibility for organising such a campaign rests also on the 
Provincial Governments, but in view of thb abnormal situation created 
by the war, the Government of India called a Conference of the represen¬ 
tatives of the Provinces and States in April 1942 to devise ways and 
means of increasing food production to meet the needs of the country as 
a whole. The recommendations made by the Conference are embodied 
in a series of resolutions, a copy of which has been laid on the Library 
table. It was for the Provincial Governments to implement most of those 
recommendations, and from information received, they appear to have 
done so, in so far as they are feasible under the local conditions. 

To assist the Provincial Governments in oo-<M*dinating their plans and 
programmes and advising them from the point of view of the country as 
a whole, the Government of India have, in pursuance of one of the 
recommendations of the Food Production Conference, set up a Central 
Food Advisory Council consisting both of officials and non-officials. 

(g) I place on the Tabic a copy of a Press Communique recently issued 
by the Government of India in the War Transport Department describing 
certain arrangements designed to ensure an equitable distribution of coal 
to Provinces at reasonable rates. 

(h) The question was discussed at the Sixth Price Control Conference 
and certain recommendations were made These are now being examined 
by the Government of India. 


stocks of Quinine Sails on the Ut April, 1942. Lbs. 

‘Central Reserve ......... 153,000 

Reserves held by the Government of India on behalf of Provincial Govern¬ 
ments and States under t^e 1039-40 Java Purchase Scheme . 70,000 

Reserves held by the Government of India on behalf of Provincial Govern¬ 
ments and States under the 1941-42 Java Purchase Scheme 19,000 

Stocks held by Provincial Governments.82,312 

Stocks held by Civil Medical Stores Departments ..... 29,000 


353,312 

Or say . 360.000 lbs 


Sugar. 

Total stocks of sugar in factories in British India on 6th September, 1942 were 235,000 
tons. 


Resolutions adopted by the Food Produetton Conference held at New Delhi on the 
4th April, 1942, under the Chairmanship of the Honourable Mr N. S. Barker, 
Member in charge of the Education, Htcdih and Lands Department. 

1 This Gonference views with grave concern the possible reperenssions on the 
civil population and on administration in India of the shortage of food which is 
likely to face the country in the forthcoming year as a result of deficiencies of rice 
and wheat consequent largely on difficulties of transport, cessation of imports and 
local failure of monsoon. It considers it essential that immediate action should 
be taken for the initiation of a planned and effective drive for the increased pro¬ 
duction of foed and fodder crops in the forthcoming hharif and rabi seasons and in 
the following ysAr.. To this end the Conference appeals with confidence for the 
hearty co-operation of the - Provincial and State Governments, of non-official leaders 
of pubUc opinioq in India and of all non-official agencies which are in a position to 
render useful assistance. 
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2. The Conference considere that production in each deficit , j! 

inoeeeed so that it may ae far sb poeaible become self-sufficient in 
pHmary food Snd fodder requiremenU. It rewgnises, however, that this ^ 

U possible in certain regions in reep^t of aU commodities. It, therefore, 
men^ that regions favourably situated should grow as much ae possible of thwe 
commodities for meeting the requirements of deficit regions and specially of contl- 
l^ous deficit regions. When there is a deficit of a particular commodity in the 
country as a whole the distribution should as far as transport facilities permit aim 
at an equality of sacrifice on all consumers of that commodity. 


3. In order to ensure the maximum amount of land being brought under culti¬ 
vation for the growth of food and fodder crops and the maximum yield per acre 
therefrom, the Conference recommends the initiation of the following further meaaurea 
by Provincial Governments ; 


(i) Detailed programmes of work for the “grow more food campaign” should be 

drawn up for different areas and propaganda to implement such pro¬ 
grammes should be carried out through the press, the radio, by informa¬ 
tive and inspiring leaflets and lectures, in association with existing non¬ 
official bodies, such as Co-operative Societies, Farmers’ Associationa,. 
Rural Development Associations, village Pancha'ats, and so forth; 

(ii) Arrangements should be made to ensure the availability of adequate 

supplies of seed for suitable varieties of crops; 

(iii) Arrangements should be made for the supply of manures, particularly qil 

cake and bonemoal; green manuring, where feasible, proper storage of 
farm-yanl manure and the making of compost should also be encouraged; 

(iv) Steps should be taken to improve existing water supplies, snd to arrange 

for the supply of irrigation water at the right times and also to develop 
new sources of water-supply such as the construction of wells, embank¬ 
ments and water channels; 

(v) Financial provision should bo made for the grant of taeavi loans arid for 

giving concessional rates for seed, manure and irrigation charges; 

(vi) Land Revenue and rent should not be charged or should be charged at a 

concession rate for a specified period on lands newly brought under 
cultivation provided food and fodder crops are grown on them. 

(vii) Steps should be taken to increase the acreage of food and fodder crops 

by extending the double-cropped area by cuii»iUng as far as feasible tbe 
acreages of short-staple, cotton and other non-food crops, and in the 
case of jute, maintaming tbe existing system of control and by utilising 
uncultivated lands; 

(viii) Steps should be taken to encourage the use of ‘onder-milled’ or home- 
pounded rice in place of hig&y milled nee with tbe object of making 
existing supplies of nee go farmer and to take the opportunity afforded 
by the present food production drive to instruct the cultivator to secure 
for himself a more balanced diet. 


4. In order to counter any apprehension that the drive towards increased food 
production might result in such an augmentation of output as seriously to affect the 
saleability of the crop, this Conference recommends to the Government of India to 
ondertake, should such a contingency threaten, to buy such quantities of foodstofla 
in the open market as would prevent any serious deterioration in the level of prices. 


5. The Conference recommends that as an insurance against a shortage of staple- 
foods anil with a view to improve the nutrition of the people, all available lands 
adjoining homesteads should be used for the production of vegetables and quick- 
growiug fruits, such as papayas, bananas and melons and green fodder crops for 
increased production of milk. The Conference suggests that Provincial and State 
Governments should examine the feasibility of utilising uncultivated lands near 
irrigation channels for the purpose of food, vegetable and fodder crop cultivation. 


Conference rerommends that, to meet increasing transport difficulties, steps 
. Aonld^ taken to revive, encourage and develop the many, forms of indi«^ 
*• “>™try boats, bullock carts, camel carts, pack «miwi. 

Jorth which have been partially superiedsd by mechaiiical transj^ 
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7. The Ckinference recognues tlut the carrying out of a food and fodder produc¬ 
tion drive is largely a matter of detailed organisation for the Provincial and State 
Qpveniments which, it is hoped, will set up snitable machinery for the purpose. 4 
Central Food Avisory Council should he established by the Government of India 
4La a ro-ordinating body whose main functions would be : 

(i) to pool, study and disseminate all available information; 

(ii) to plan on an all-India basis the food and fodder production programme 

for the different regions and to tender advice in regard to its execution.; 
and 

(iii) to advise the authorities responsible .^bout the equitable distribution of 

the available food stocks. 


Press Communvlue. 


1. In view of the difficulties experienced in obtaining tran^rt for the supply of 
txwl, the Government of India appointed a Controller of Coal Distribution some 
fonr months ago with headquarters in Calcutta at No. 1, Conncil House Street, 
-with the object of regulating the distribution of coal in the beat intereets of the 
country. Ifis functions, as well as the manner in which he functions and the pro¬ 
cedure to be observed when applying for his assistance are briefly stated below 
for public information. 

2. The Controller is responsible for deciding the order of priontv' in which the 

'OAl has to be despatched, and his functions include the granting of priority for 
all Shipment Coal, Naval Coal, Loco. Coal for lUilways, all Government reqnire- 
mwts, requirements of public utility concerns, and of the iron and steel industries. 
, *. responsible for the allotment and control of wagons normally 

elasiined under ‘Public*. 

3. Programmes of Loco, coal for Railways, and coal purchased for Government 
-requirements through the Chief Mining Engineer, Railway Board, are referred to the 
Controller of Coal Distribution, by the Chief Mining Engineer, Railway Bbard 
For priority in connection with shipment coal, bunker coal, and Government require¬ 
ments, other than coal, purchased .through the Chief Mining Engineer. Railway 
Board, applications should b« made Mirect to the Controlles of Coal Distribution 
All applications for War Priorities received by the Supply 'Department should be 
forwarded to the Controller of Coal Distribution by that Department. Applications 
for priorities by public utility concerns, by iron and steel industries, for coke ovens, 
ete, pro-.iously addressed to the Coal Wagon Supply Committee should likewise be 
addressed by those concerns direct to the Controller of Coal Distribntion. who will 
draw up the necessary programmes, and issue instructions to the Railways. 


4. In the case of coal and coke required for domestic consumption and for local 
mdnstries not directly engaged in war work, it has been arranged that the Director 
« Industries of tho Provincial Governments of the Punjab, Bombay, Madras, Central 
Provinces and Berar, North-West Frontier Province, Sind and Assam will func- 
tion as Provincial Coal Controllers. In Bengal the functions will be discharged by 
toe Lhief ControUer of Prices, in Bihar and Orissa by the Price Controllers, and 
in the United Provinces by the Provincial Transport Board. They will advise 
tne Lontroller of Coal Distribution of tho requirements of different centres in the 
whn it ^ received is used for the purpose for 


5. The ControUer is generally able to draw up a programme of distribution' under 
which a Ihnited number of wagons is set aside daily for the miscellaneous day-to- 
day requirements of the public not covered by any priority. The number of vragoni 
vet apart nader this system is expected to cover all demands for general use. Where 
towover, speeW aseistance is required for any area, the Contrdler of Coal Distri! 
hution will at hu dworetion epdeavonr to give that assistance on information roppUed 
By Provincial Coal Coptrollors. 


Prorincial ControUeta for assistance, i^rties concerned 
cpUieries with whom orders for coal hive been plaoed, 

iTrSt Srtd ‘PP?**"** to draw their supplia from the 
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Stvdbnts in th® Elboteioal Enoinebbino Class or the Delhi Polytechnic. 

81. *Pandit Kaata Maitra: Will the Honourable Member for 

Education, Health aud Lands kindly state: 

(a) hov/ many students were admitted to the'Electrical Engineering 

Class of the Delhi Polytechnic last year and how many are 
on the roll at present; 

(b) whether there has been any fall in the strength of the class, 

and, if so, why, and 

(c) if it is u fact that no workshop facilities have so far been pro¬ 

vided for practical training of the class although the admission 
was made in November 1941 ? 


Mr. J. D. Tyson: (a) 33 students were admitted to the Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineering . Class of the Delhi Polytechnic in October 1941. 
Students are admitted to tins class on a sessional basis. The session camo 
to a close in May 1942. The next session starts in October 1942 and 
there are no students in this class at present. 

(b) Yea. The session closed with 23 students on the rolls. The fall 
in strength of the class was only to be expected Tt is a part-time course 
and consists of evening classes totalling from 10| to 13i hours a week 
which men attend in their spare time. Attendance at such a course 
cannot be expected to maintain the level of attendance at day classes 
which constitute a a.tudent’s main activity. 

(c) It is not custorpary to provide workshop facilities for part-time even¬ 
ing students in engineering. 

Stbikb by Students in the Electeioal Enoinbbeing Class of the Delbit 
POLYTEOHNIO. 

32. *Fandit Ziakshmi Kanta Maitra: (a) Will the Honourable Membei: 
for Education, Health and Lands, please state whether, he is aware that 
on account of th j discontent prevailing in the Electrical Engineering Class 
of the Delhi Polytechnic, students went on strike during the last term and 
did not return ic their studies until they were assured by the Vice-Principal 
that staff will b*’ recruited and facilities provided for practical training 
when the Budget Demand for the Institution was sanctieshed I)y the Legits 
lative Assembly ? 

(b) Ts it a fact that this promise was not kept up and in April the 
questivin was shelved till after the summer vacation? 


Mr. J. D. ^son:-(a) and (b) The students of the part-time evening 
course in Engineering absented themselves from evening classes on one 
occasion in March last. The Vice-Principal immediately met a Aumber 
of the students and after hearing their complaints explained to them the 
necessary limitations of part-time evening classes. The students next 
day resumed their studies. No promise was made that extra staff would 
be recruited for the evening classes or that facilities for practical training 
would be provided; these were part-time evening classes and the Principal 
had already warned the students at the beginning of the course that 
prftctieql training was not included in the ,i8yllabus. Laboratory facilities 
were envisaged and a promise was given by the Vice-Principal that labow^- 
tory facilities would be provided when the Budget allotment was received.. 
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This is being done and the opening of the next evening class in Bngineer* 
ing has been deferred till the 20th October by when, it is hoped, improved 
laboratory arrangements will be ready. The delay ie not the' fault of the 
authorities at the Polytechnic. 


Long Summer Vacation in the DeizHI Polytechnic. 

33. •Pandit Lahshmi Kanta Maitra: (a) Will the Honourable Member 
for Education, Health and Lands, please state if it is a fact that the 
Delhi Polytechnic observed a summer vacation of five months instead of 
the usual period of 12 weeks prescribed in the Delhi (colleges; and if so, 
why ? 

(b) Do Government propose to make any special arrangements’ to com¬ 
pensate the loss the students have sustained through the long vacation and 
shorter hours of working? 


Mr. J. I>. Tyson: (a) The reply is in the negative. The summer vaca¬ 
tion this year was from' the 15th May to the 14th July and the Institute 
reopened for its full-time day students on the 15th July. It'was not, 
however, considered possible to start the next term for the part-time 
evening classes m Engineering before the 20th October, 1942, owing to 
an unavoidable delay in the provision of necessary buildings and equip¬ 
ment for laboratory instruction. 

(b) No. The students have sustained no financial loss. 

Available Amounts of Power Alcohol and Rectified Spirit. 

34. •Mr. J. Ramsay Scott; (a) Will the Honourable Member for Com- 
merf’e please state what is the amount of power alcohol available in India 
and where ? Are any plans under consideration to increase the output and 
if so, what means are proposed? 

(b) What is the amount of rectified spirit available in each Provinoe 
or State and what plans are under consideration to increase the output? 

The Honourable Mr. H. R. Ssrker: (a) The estimated annual amount 
of power alcohol available in India at present is about 1-76 million gallons 
a year. This amount is almost entirely produced by the three power 
alcohol plants working respectively at Meerut (U. P.), Mandya (Mysore) 
and Bodhan (Hyderabad). The Government of India are actively consi¬ 
dering, in consultation with the Provincial Governments, particularly of 
United Provinces and Bihar, various measures that could be taken under 
the present circumstances to increase the output. The plans under 
consideration include: (a) import of essential plants; (b) assisting the indus¬ 
trialists selected to import these plants, 'to obtain essential raw materials 
and chemicals; and (o) making arrangements to facilitate the distribution 
of power alcohol. 

(b) It 18 presumed that the Honourable Member desires to assess the 
amount of rectified spirit which could be used a4 motor fuel which is 
available in each Province or State. The necessary information is being 
cdlleeted apd will be placed on the table of the House in due course. 
On the recommendations of tbe Power Alcohol Conference held at New 
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Delhi with the representatives of certsdn Provincial Governments and 
the Industry, the Provincial Governments have been advised to take 
every step that is practicable to increase the output of rectified spirit 
that could be used as motor fuel in their respective areas. Among the 
plans under consideration to increase this output may be mentioned 
alterations and improvements to existing distilleries for producing the 
rectified spirit and a suggestion to the Provincial Governments that a 
certain portion‘of rectified spirit produced should be earmarked for use 
as motor fuel. 


Evacubbs fbom Bubma and Madaya. 

35. *Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Will the Honourable Member for 
Indians Overseas bo pleased to state; 

(a) the number of Indians who have been evacuated so far from 

Burma and Malaya to India; 

(b) the number of Europeans, Anglo-Indiiui.s, .^nglo-Biirmans and 

Chinese that have been so evacuated. 

. (c) the number of Indians and Europeans evacuated by transport 

agencies of the Government; 

(d) the number of evacuees who perished on their way to India; 
le) the number of Indians left behind in those countries; 

(f) the places on the routes to India where relief Centres were 

opened at the instance of the Government of India, the 
number of such centres and of the staff employed; 

(g) the number of evacuees receiving relief at such centres, 

(h) the nature of relief given to the evacuees; 

(i) the total expenditure involved in these relief measures, and 

(j) if any portion of this expenditure has been borne by the Burma 

Government or by any other Provincinl Governmerit, and if so, 
to what extent? 


The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: (a) The number of Indians evacuated 
from Burma is estimated at five lakhs and that from Malaya at 4,500. 

(b) The number of British subjects other thaia Indians evacuated from 
Malaya to India is just over 3,000; the number of such evacuees from 
Burma is not readily ascertainable 

(o) It is not understood what transport agencies of the Government 
are referf-ed to by the Honourable Member. All destitute evacuees were 
transported at Government cost from the Indian frontier to tlieir 
destinations 

(d) Government have no accurate information. 

(e) The Indian population still remaining in, Burma is of the order of 
six kkhg stud that in Malaya about 7,40,000. 
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(f) When evacuation from Burma waa taking place vie^ Chittagong, five 
oamps were maintained between the Burma border and Chittagong and at 
Chittagong itself six camps were opened. 12 Special Deputy Collectow 
and a Special Additional District Magistrate were deputed to be in 
charge of these arrangements apart' from a Special Evacuation Officer at. 
Chittagong itself. Some 18 doctors were on duty in Chittagong to render 
medical aid and to inoculate all refugees without evidence of recent 
inoculation against cholera. A medical unit provided by the Government 
of Madras and a posse of doctors sent by the Government of Bengal were 
also operating in Burma itself between Akyab and Tavmgup. 

An elaborate refugee organisation under the direction of Major General 
Wood was set up on the Assam-Burma border, from Tamu and Wet Yu 
to Imphal and Dimapur on the one side and to Bishenpur and Silchar 
on the other. There were over SO camps on these routes and nearly 
lakhs of refugees were passed through. When towards the close of the 
dry season, the rapid Japanese advance in Upper Burma diverted the 
refugee stream into new and much more difficult channels, new camps 
adequately equipped and stocked were set up at extremely short notice 
along the new routes and several thousand more refugees rescued. Apart 
from the military officers who throughout unstintingly assisted the refugee 
operations, about 50 Camp Commandants and Assistant Commandants, 
50 doctors with sanitary and medical staffs, and a strong team of special 
police, transport, disnersal and supply officers were. employed. The 
number of coolies, porters, carriers, drivers and so on employed ranjnto 
thousands. 

(g) The capacity of the relief centres and the period for which refugees 
could be kept at any one camp depended on the location of the camp 
and the rate of refugee flow. The camp at Dimapur provided accommo¬ 
dation for as many as 5,000 persons for a number of days. # 

(h) Free porterage and transport facilities, food and accommodation at 
camps, and free railway tickets to destinations and out of pocket 
expenses for journeys lasting over six hours have all been provid^ at 
Government expense, to destitute evacuees. 

(i) The information has not yet become available. 

(j) The Government of Burma have borhe the entire cost of evacua¬ 
tion arrangements in Burma. They have also accepted liability for 
financial assistance granted to Burman and Anglo-Burman evacueea in 
India. 


“ Obow mobk Food ” Campaign. 

36. *Pa&dit L&kduni Kanta Maitra: (a) Will the Honourable Member 
for Education, Health and Lends be pleased to make a detailed statement 
about the plan and programme of the "Grow more food" Campaign 
inaugurated by Government? 

(b) Will he be pleased to state the likely increase in the acreage of 
cultivation', Pitovince by Province, inbltttKng the Centrally Administered 
Areas ? * 


" (o) What is the anticipation of the Government of the likely increase 
k the yield of crops, as a result of this' campaign ? ' ' 
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(d) Dj Government propose to help the cultivators with money jr 
implements or manure or technical advice for the purpose ? If not, what 
are the practical measures 'adopted by the Government to make the 
campaign bear fruit? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: (a) and (d). As ‘Agriculture’ is a Provincial subject, 
the question of giving ^ect to the “Grow more Food’’ campaign is 
primarily the responsibility of the Provincial Governments: but in view of 
the present abnormal conditions and the need for ensuring co-ordinated 
action in the execution of their plan, the Government of India convened a 
Food Production tloiiference of the representatives of the Provinces and 
States m April 1942. A copy of the resolutions adopted by them is avail¬ 
able in the library of the House. The recommendations made therein 
were communicated to the Provincial Governments who were asked to 
implement them as far as possible in drawing up detailed plans and pro¬ 
grammes t.) suit local conditions and needs. From information received, 
the Government of India arc satisfied that these recommendations have 
been, generally speaking, iniplemented. The specific measures under 
t-aken naturally vary from province to province. Broadly, they comprise 
vigorous propaganda in the country-side, distribution of improved quality 
seed provision of irrigation water at reduced rates or reservation of canal 
watei for food crops wherever feasible the grant of new cultivable waste land 
for cultivation, revenue or rent free for a period of three to (ive years, 
liberal grants for takavi and so on. These measures have been supplement¬ 
ed by the action taken by the Government of India on the recoinmendai- 
tions of the Food Production Conference. In pursuance of one of their 
recommendations the Government of India have set out up a Central Food 
Axlvisory Council, consisting of officials and non-officials, the functions of 
which are— 

(i^ to pool, study and disseminate all available information regarding 
food and fodder production; 

(li) to plan on an all-India basis the food and fodder production pro¬ 
gramme for the different regions and tender advice in regard 
to its execution, and 

(iii) to advise the authorities responsible about the equitable distn- 
bution of the available food stocks. 

In pursuance of another recommendation, the Government of India 
have conveyed an assurance to the cultivators, through a Press Note issued 
on the 25lh Maj, 1942, that, should any developments take place affecting 
the saleability of the food crops, they will buy Such quantities of food¬ 
stuffs in the open market as are calculated to prevent a serioils fall in their 
prices. 

It is for the Provincial Governments to help the cultivators with money 
implements, manure, and technical advice, if necessary. The serviceB 
of the technical experts of the Government of India are always available 
to the Provincial Governments. 

From the Cotton Fund, created by the levy of j»n additional duty on 
imports of raw cotton, the Government of India have sanctioned grants 
to some provincial and State governments, on certain conditions, to enable 
them to offer to cultivators a direct financial inducement in the form of a 
small subsidy or a reduction in land revenue, for every acre of land divert¬ 
ed from short staple cotton to food Ofbps. 
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: (b) and (e). Information, as far as available, is given in the statement 
laid on the table of the House. 


titatemfnt ihovnn the anticipated inereaee in acreage and pield of food crept at «> 
result of the "Grow More Food *’ eam / pmgn . 


Major Provinces. 

Aksam 
Bengal 
Bihar 
Bombay . 
Central ProWncee 


Worth West 
Frontier Pro¬ 
vince . 

Orissa 100 

Pdnjab. 000 

SJiKl . 

United Provinces 400 300 


Yield in thousand tons. 


Bice. Wheat. Gram- Millete. Total. Bice. Wheat. Oram. MlUete. Total. 


1,400 

1,000 


100 30 

400 1,000 


000 116 


Total for Major 

Provinces 2,260 1,600 260 2,000 0,600 740 306 60 406 1,600 


AJmer-Merwara 


Pelhl 


11-6 

7-6 


14-7 



Total . • • • • 33'7 t t t t t 


* Separate flgores not available, 
t Plfores not available. 


Food Position. 

37. •Pandit Lakshml Santa Maitra; (a) Will the Honourable Member 
for Education, Health and Lands be pleased to make a comprehensive 
statemens about the food position of India at the present moment? 

(b) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to state. Province by 
Province, the preseiit stocks of rice, wheat and other important cereals 
which constitute the staple food of the country ? 

(d)' Will he please state the average normal yearly production and eon- 
•uiaption, Province by Province, of such food crops? 
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(d) Whut quantity of the yearly produce of these food stuSs was avail¬ 
able for consumption by the civil population in the year 1941-42 and what 
quantity is likely to be available for the year 1942-48 ? 


(e) Will he please state what quantity of food stufE had to be spared 
in the year 1041-42 and is lik% to be spared in 1042-43 to meet the 
demands of countries outside India? What are the countries that drew 
ou food supplies from India last year and in what quantities? 


(f) In view of the stoppage of supplies of rice from Burma and other 
• countries at present, do Government consider shortage of food in India 
inevitable? If not. how is this shortage to be made up? 


(g) Hava Government taken stock of the whole situation and come to 
any detinire finding about the exact food position of the country? If 
so, does the Honourable Member propose to consider the advisibility of 
issuing a 'ull statement on the subject so as to acquaint the public with 
the real situation ? 


Kr. J. D. Tyson: (a) The attention of the Honoiu'able Member is 
invited to the Honourable Mr. N. R. Barker’s speech at the Food Pro¬ 
duction Conference and the Honourable Sirdar Sir Jogendra Singh’s spewh 
at the first meeting -of the Central Food Advisory Council, copies of whieh 
are available in the Iiibrary of the House. 

(b) The information asked for is not available. 

(c) A statement giving the information, so far as it is available, is 
laid on the table of the^^ House. The figures ere only approximate and arc 
complicated by the fact that the figures in some cases include and in 
others exclude the figures for the adjoining States. Import and export 
figures are oniy available ,by trade blocks, while figures of production are 
not available for all States. 

(d) Less than Iwc per cent, of India’s normal production of food grains 
estimated at 600 lakh tons was required in 1941-42 for exports and other 
commitments. The balance was available for the use 6f civil population 
(for consumption, and seed). The position in 1042-43 will be more or less 
the same. 

(e) A statement showing the quantity of exporte of foodstuffs to 
different countries during 1941-12 is laid on the tabIe“of the House. It is 
not possible to give any estimate of the quantity likely to be exported 
in 1942-48, since exports hav^ necessarily to be regulated from time to time 
Avith reference to changes in the supply position in the course of the year. 

(f) An estimated shortage of 25 lakh tons of food grains is apprehended 
during the current year owing to the cessation of imports from Burma 
and bad harvests, but it may reasonably be hoped that as a result of the 
“Grow more Food” campaign, production will balance the entire demand 
next year, as the deficit in rice will itself be decreased and should be 
more than offset by the increased production of wheat and millets. 

(g) Yes. The public have already been acquainted with -the real situa¬ 
tion. The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to the Honourable 
Mr. Barker’s broadcast speech of the 22nd June, 1942, and statement at a 
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JtMMM Conference on the 18th July, 1942, copies of which are available 
in the Library of the House, and to my reply to part (a). 


t thawing th» normal Annual Production and Contumption of Foodgraint m Me 
Provineca. 

(In thousand tons.) 

Rice. Wheat. Juar-Bajra. Qram. 


Pro- Con- Pro- Con- Pro¬ 
duo- aump- duo- sump- duo- 

tion. tion. iion. tion. tion. 


Con- Pro- Con- 

sump- due- sump¬ 
tion. tion. tion. 


lasam 1.707 1,700 16 . . 3 

j^eagal 8,602 8,866 46 286 3 4 70 117 

Bihar . 3.062 3.243 418 456 40 40 439 410 

Bombay . 1,030 1,612 311 648 3,187 3,441 91 167 

Central Fro- 

. 2,224 2.032 661 636 1,027 1,034 206 186 

Madras 4,681 3.360 29 1,893 1,907 12 1S5 

W.-W. F. P. ... 6 259 260 30 30 27 31 

Orissa . 1.627 1,341 I 10 11 11 2 2 

Punjab 320 318 3,920 3,247 367 382 656 567 

HinA 482 332 378 328 216 195 65 71 

XJ.P. 2,111 2,316 2,676 2,604 771 683 1.680 1,692 


Nora 1.—The figures for rice, wheat and millets in Bombay include the Bombay States 
and Baroda. 

Notb 2.—The figures for rice and wheat for the Central Provinces include those for the 
Oantral Provinces States. 

Notb 3.— The figures for rice and wheat for the Prmjab, Smd, the United Provinces 
include those for the corresponding States. 


tMemcnt thawing the Quantity ofExportt of various Foodgrairw to different Countrtet during 
the year ending Slet March, 1942. 


Exports of 
1. JS<es, nMinthe hush 


% Wheat 


To 

U. K. . 

Aden and Dependencies 

Arabia. 

Bahrein Islaods 
Ceylon ... 

Straits Settlements .... 

Federated Malay States 

Union of South Airica 

Portuguese Bast Africa 

Mauritius and Dependencies 

Kenya Colony and Zansihar 

Other East African Ports . 

Canada . 

U. S. A- . 

Cubs. 

West Indies, other thmi Cuba and 
Other Countnes .... 


Quantity. 

(Tons) 

4,620 

8,610 

46,030 

10,141 

144,710 

7,364 

1,977 

41,193 

1.360 

21.607 

2,697 

555 

1.727 
4,163 

250 

2.727 
4,438 



Total 


186,023 
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, Exports ef 

3. ITAsot/lour 

To 

Aden and Dependencies 

Arabia .... 

Ceylon .... 

Burma .... 
Straits Settlements 

Kenya Colony . 
Anglo-Egyptian Sudan 

Other countries 


Quantity. 

7,8od 

14,248 

9,446 

26,247 

3,281 

606 

9,701 

16,717 



Total 

87,046 

4. JouMT and Bajra 

. Aden and Dependencies 

Arabia .... 
Other countries 


771 

1,212 

2,622 



Total 

4,606 

6. PtOee— 

(a) DaU . 

. Ceylon .... 
Burma .... 
Straits Settlements 

Other cotmtries 


16.808 

2,581 

3,078 

16,407 



Total 

38,871 

(6) Oram . 

. Ceylon .... 
Straits Settlements 

Other countries 


3,039 

960 

1,052 



Total 

6,960 

• (c) Lentile 

. U. K. 

Ceylon .... 
Mauritius and Dependencies 
Other countries 


29,614 

283 

1,225 

2,318 



Total 

33,340 

(d) Pulee, other sorts . 

. U.K. 

Ceylon .... 
Burma .... 

Straits Settlements . 
Federated Malay States 

Union of South Africa 
Mauritius and Dependencies 
Other countries 


28,345 

6,222 

366 

239 

16 

320 

76 

336 



Total 

34,908 


Total of pulse 

. 113,079 


In the ease of the following artiolet the sharee of di£forent ooimtries in the total exports 
born India are not separately recorded in the Sea>bome Trade Accounts— 


Quantity 
exported 
(In tons.) 

1. J?»c« in the huth (Paddy).. , 27,996 

2. BarUy . i . .970 

8. Maize ............ 43 

4. Goto.918 

6. Pulse —Beam .216 

' 6. Other sorts of Grain, Pulse and Flour.1,376 

Total . 31,621 


Gaaiii) TOTAr, 726,697 
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STARBBD QUBSTIORS AND AN8WKB8 

Oanobllatiok of Whbat Permits of Certain Colleges in Delhi. 

38. *Pandit Lak ffhmj Santa Haitra: (a) Will the Honourable Member 
for Education. Healtli^ and Lands be pleased to state if it is a fact that 
the Director of Industries, Delhi, has cancelled the wheat permits of the 
Hindu College, tlie Commercial College, and the Indra Prastha Girls’ 
College, Delhi ? 

(b) If the answer to the above be in the affirmative, will he be pleased 
to state the reasons for such action? 

The Honourable Mr. Iff. R. Sarker: (a) The answer ie in the negative. 
The newspnner which published the news has withdrawn it the very next 
day with apology. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Rice Exported to Ceylon. 

39. *Fandit Lakshmi Kanta Maltra: (a) Will the Honourable Member 
for Education, Health and Lands be pleased to state the total quantity 
of rico sent t,) Ceylon in the year 1941-42, and up to August of the present 
year ? 

(b) Will he bo pleased to state the price per maiind at which such rice 
was purchased and supplied? 

(c) Will he be pleased to state the Province or Provinces from which 
this rice was purchased or supplied? 

(d) In making or allowing such purchases was a careful survey made of 
the foo<i position of the Province or Provinces concerned, with special 
reference to production and consumption in the year? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Sarker: (a) The quantity of rice exported to 
Ceylon during 1941-42 was 144,710 tons and that exported during the 
period 1st April to Slst August, 1942, amounted to 116,274 tons. 

(b) No information is available. 

(c) The figures of exports from tl|e various ports during the period 1st 
April to 81st August, 1942, are as follows: 



Tons. 

Karachi ... 

. S8,24& 

Bombay 

9,820 

Madras 

. 72,498 

Calcutta 

5,711 


Similar information in respect of expocta during 1941-42 is not available. 

’ (d) Exports of rice to Ceylon were brought under control from the 7th 

February, 1942, and the issue of export licences has been regulated with 
due regard to the food position of the psovinoes concerned. 



MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 


Alleged Insult by the Delhi Police to Lady VoLUNTSEiis picketing 
the Legislative Assembly Chamber, 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): 1 have received 
12 Noon ^^o^^ce of a motion for the adjournment of the business of 
the House from Sardar Sant Singh for the purpose of ciis- 
cussiug a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the insall> 
offered to Lady Volunteers by the Delhi Police on 14th September, 1942, by 
dragging them after they had been put under arrest when th^ trie^ to 
picket the Legislative Assembly Chamber. What does the Honpurable 
Member mean by ‘picketing the Legislative Assembly’? 

Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab: Sikh): Yesterday some .... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): 1 want to know 
what is the meaning of that. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Some Lady Volunteers were standing outside the 
email entrance and were barring the way of the Members to come in. They 
were arrested .... 

An Honourable Member: Shame, shamel 

Sardar Sant Singh: Shame to you! Af^r arresting them . . ■ 

lb. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur, Rahim) i I simply wanted to 
know what the picketing was for. They wanted to bar the way of the 
Members. I suppose no Member of the Assembly would like that. 

Sardar Sant Singh: That is not the question. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); No. 1 have to see to 
that myself. 

Sardar Sant Singh: My complaint is ... . 

lb. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Order, order. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May I be permitted, Sir ... . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) •. I want to get at the 
facts first. Will the Honourable Member let me proceed? Then they 
were arrested under some provision of law? 

Sardar Sint Singh: Tes, Sir. 

Mr. President (Thf> TTnnnurable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; Then what you are 
complaining of is not their arrest? 

Sardar Sane Singh: No, Sir. What happened after arrest—dragging. 

( 134 ) 
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Mi. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); Why were they 
dragged < 

Sardar Sant Singh: I do not knc.w why they were dragged but they were 
insulted after they wore put under arrest The law only contemplates 
arrest and rtniu\al bvd not the use of force, which means insult offered to 
tht? persc/Ms arrested 

Mr. President sTne Honourable Sir Abdur liahini) I understand that, 
but I take ii lii.U (hey were uiiwilhng to be taken to the police station. 

Sardar Sant Singh: The law lias got its own remedy, women police 
should be employed 

Ml. President ^Tlie Honourable Sir Abdur Rahitn) I want to know 

the fact 

Sardar Sant Singh. They were draggtd liom the entrance to the police 


Mr. President ('I'lu Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); Because they would 
not allow them«el\ts to be taken t<.i the police station. 

Maulara Zafar Ali Khan (East Central Punjab: Muhammadan). May 
I say one thing? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) Order, order. I 
wa.it to laiMW from the Honourable the Home Member what the facts 
are 


The Honourable Sii Reginald Maxwell (Home Member) I have not 
got dotaned information as to exactly what happened, Sir, but picketing 
18 a cogiu'-iable offence and in arresting picketers, whether male or female, 
the polii-c are only acting in the exercise of their ordinary and lawful 
powers. It is their duty to arrest such persons and the very act of arrest 
necessarily involves imposing physical restraint on persohs arrested unless, 
as the Chair remarked, they come along of their own accord. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim). Was any excessive 
force used 7 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: It can be assumed that no 
excessive force was used; the Police have instructions to that effect. But 
supposing the persons arrested had any grievance as regards the manner in 
which the arrest was conducted, they have their proper remedy in going 
to the officer responsible for the conduct of the Police or to the Court, 
and I subruH that it is not a case which this House should debate. 

Mauls n.i Zafar All Khan: What I want to point out in this connection 
is that if it is found absolutely necessary to use force in removing 
arrested ladies to police stations, that force should be used by women 
police and not by men police. 
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Mr, President (Tia* Honourable bir Abdur lialimi). i’lokutiuy oT the 
Lcf’.3la(i\e Ab'^eiiibl^ at ordor to pievont llouour.ihle Members from enter¬ 
ing the Jlouse and discharging their duties here cannot be permitted 
under an\ circunistunces 1 understand all the Honourable Member are 
■e.speciall/unxioub to du then duty to the public in this emergency, includ¬ 
ing Sardu»- tiapt kSaigli who was, i believe, extremely solicitous that this 
special Session should be held now—at any rate I received a lepresenta- 
tion from hmi to that effect The Lady Volunteers were wholly unjusitied 
in trying to jireveiit the Honourable Alernbers of this House from disenarg- 
mg tlicr duties and thus giving the benefit of their services to the entire 
■country. The jiolice were quite justified in arresting them. So far as I 
underhand, it i, not alleged ilia* aiiv excessive force was u.sed in arresting 
tliem or in taking llieni to tlie police station In an> case, if any un- 
rieces.siu'v lorec has been useiL (hen in that ease itT is to the Court to ii’hich 
the aggrieved jierHous should go and seek remedy. 1 rule tb,i‘ the motion 
is out of order 

Sardar Sant Singh: j want lo laise another point that when we came 
this morning we toiind the erilrancc door blockaded b\ the jiolice. They 
-did noi leara the •kt.son \c-Btcrd.iy, mspite ot the picketing done by volun¬ 
teers MO Member reinamed absent because of that 'Phere was no neces¬ 
sity I'ui the police to blotkade the door Wc know our l)U.smcss, we know 
our job, we know our responsibility and not to peniuL us to enter the 
Chainbor is an insult to the Members of this House. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim) • Where did this take 
place ? W,is i( wit hin tlie precincts of the Chamber'^' 

Sardar Sant Singh: It was at the entiance door trum where llie 
Mcinber.> eair e ,n 

Mr. President ('riu Honouralile Sir .\bdur Ilahiiu) On (he road 

Sardar Sant Singh: No. Sir About a yard from the door 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur iJalinu) How did tbo Hon¬ 
ourable .Mcrnbe:' miiimgo to get in? 

Sardar Sant Singh: 1 managed lo get in by telling the Police that they 
have no business to blockade the door 

Mr. President ('Phe Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) 1 understand the 
.Honourable Member gave a gixid leeture'to the Police. 

Sardar Sant Singh: I wrote a letter to the Secretary when I came 
liei'p We do not come under duress, or protection of the Police. We 
want protection from the Chair that no such thing ^would happen in the 
precincts of the Assembly Chamber. 

Mr. Frei|idant (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahirn): I understand that. 
J tried to get at the facts. I received the letter of the Honourable Ijleinber. 
The Honourable Member rightly protected to the Police and he was 
tiUowed to go in. There was no obstruction to other Members so far as I 
iTnder.^taruI. Another Member who saw me said that he was not obstruct¬ 
ed. These ore the facts. 

T quite agree with the Honourable Member that the Polio© has no right, 
any more than any Lady Volunteers, to bsjr the ©nWnoe to this Chamber 
or to obstruct any Honourable Member who wishes to come to this House- 
I shall see to that 



STATEMENT OF BUSINESS. 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney (Leader of the House). Sir, at a meet¬ 
ing with Party Leaders convened yesterday it was agreed, subject to your 
direction, whe»’e such is required, 

(1) that consequentially on the decision to sit for three hour's a day 

only, the number ot days allotted to the debate on the situa¬ 
tion sliould be increased from two to four, namely, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursdav, and Friday in this week; 

(2) thac Go\fcniment busine.ss would be put down for Monday next 

week 

(3) that for Tue.sday, W ediie.sduy and Thursday next week there 

would be a combined List of Business, including firstly, any 
(iovpinmeiit business that might not bo disposed of on 
i\Ionda\ , secondly, Alotions on private Bills, and, thirdly, 
Non-ofiieial Resolutions of wlneli an agieed list wa.s framed 

1 shiuld nicnliop that Wednesday next week is a holiday, but that it 
■was agreed that the Hou.se should sit on tbht day. In view of these 
nrrangenieii's, Sir, 1 would ask you to direct the House to sit on Monday, 
Tuesday , AVediiesday and Thursday next week 

Mr. President (Tlu Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I expect the Mem¬ 
bers v'ill ug.-iic. More duvs are being allowed to Honourable Members in 
view of file curtailment of the hours of sitting owing to Ramzan I direct 
that the House slmll Mt on Mondax.' Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
next week 

HOME DFPARTHENT DECLARATIONS OF EXEMPTION UNDER 
THE REGISTRATION 01<’ hXIREIONERS ACT 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell (Home Member); Sir, I lay on 
the table copies of the late Home Department Exemption Orders specified 
in the list of business, namely • 

(i) Honu' Oenartment Declarution of Exemption, No 1/43/42-Poll 
(El, dated the l*2th August, 1942; 

(li) Horne Denariment Declaration of Exemption, No 1/39/42- 
Poll. (E), date the 27th .Tune, 1942; 

(iii'l Hon If Deportment Declaration of Exemption, No ' l/lQ/42- 
Poll, (E), dated the 21 st May, 1942; 

(iv) Home Department Declaration of Exemption, No 1/36/ 

42-Poll (R), dated the 11th .June, 1942; 

(v) Home Department Declaration of Exemption, No. 1/16/42- 

Poll^ (E), dated the 14th April. 1942; 

(vi) Hoiri’ Dei>ar<mebt Declaration of Exemption, No. 1/38/42- 

PoU. fE), da^cd the 20th June, 1942; 

(vii) Home Department Declaration of Exemption, No. 1/38/42- 

Poll. fE). dated the 4th .Tune. 1542; and 

(viii) Home Department Order of Exemption, No. 1/11/42-Poiitioal 
(E), dated the 26th Mareh, 1942; 
issued under the Registration of Fweigners Act, 1939 
( 137 ) 
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No 1/43 /42-Political (E.). 

(iOVKRNMKNT OF INDIA 

HOME DEPARTMENT 


Nev’ Dflhi thf Itlh Auqwt J9jit 
DECLARATION OF EXEMPTION 

Tn e\er<in of the powers •onferrp<l by -ection 6 of the Registration of Foreigners 
Act, 1939 (XA^l of 19M), the Central Government is pleased to declare that the pro¬ 
visions of the Registration of Foreigners Rules 1939, except rule 8 and such of 
the pioMsions of rules 4 14, 15 and 16 as apply to. or m relation to, passengers and 
visitors who are not foreigners, shall not apply to. or in relation to Mr. Albert 
Evans, Aiting Director, Amenc.-vn National Red Cross, China Relief Unitj so long 
as hr holds this post 


V SHANKAR. 

Tender Seey to the Govt of India 


No 1/39/42-PoLrncAL (E) 

r.OVKRNMENT OF INDIA. 

HOME DEPARTMENT 


New Dchi. the nth June 191,f 
DEi'LARVTTON OF EXEMPTION 

A conferred by section 6 of the Registration of Foreigners 

Act. 1.39 (XVT ^ 19.39), the Centr.il Government is pleased to declare that the 
provisions of the Registration of Foreigners Rules, 1939. except rule 8 and such of 
rules 4, 14, 15 and 16 as apply to, or in relation to. passengers and 
visitors wl^o are not foreigners sh.,11 not apply to oi m relation to. Mrs Frances 

Ame^rTfY at'^Bonthflv“"so°rr“^ attached to the Consulate for the United States of 
America at Bombay so long as she holds a post in that Consulate 

V SHANKAR 

De/mfy ftery to the Govt of India 


No 1/18/42-PoLmCAL (E) 
OOVPRNMENT or INDIA 

HOME DEPARTMENT. 


Simla, the tUt May Wit 
DECLARATION OF BXBMPTION. 


™ito. who „ol .h.n to, o"in SL 

Sto":hf;t”5op“ 


V SHANKAR, 

Deputy Secy, to fht Govt of India. 
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OF FOREIGNERS ACT. 


No 1/36/42 PoLincAL (E) 
government of INDIA 
HOME DEPARTMENT 


Ntw Delhi, the 11th June, IS^t. 

DECLAIIATION OP EXEMPTION 

In Hxpii.is,' of ttie powers ronferred by section 6 of the Registration of Foreigner* 
Act, 1959 (XVI of 1959), the fV.ntral Government i« pleased to declare that the 
provisions of the Registration of Foreigneis Rules, 19M, except rule 8 and such of 
the provisions of rules 4, 14, 15 and 16 as apply to, or in relation to, passengers and 
visitors who are not foreigners, shall not apply to, or in relation to Mr. Alois Stefan, 
an ofTii lal attached to the Czechoslovak Consulate in Bombay, and his family so 
long .i.s he holds a post in that Consulate 


V. SHANKAR. 

De/juty Seoy to the Govt of India 


No 1/16/42-PoLmcAt. (E) 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

HOME DEPARTMENT 


' New Delhi, the Hth Aj>nl 19^8. 

UKCLAB.VTION OK EXEMPTION 

In exercise of tlie powers conferred hy .section 6 of the Registiation of Foreigners 
Act, 1939 (XVI of 1939), the C’entral Government is pleased to declare that the 
provisions of the Registration of Forcigucra Bulc.s, 1959. except Rule 8, shall not 
apply to, or in relation to, Dr M C Balfour, Regional Director in the Far East 
of the Rockefeller Foundation and .Vdviser to the United States Medical Commission 
to Chiiia 


V SHANKAR, 

Deputy Sery to the Govt of Indio 


No 1/38/42-Poli. (E) 

GOVERNMENT OP INDIA 

HOME DEPARTMENT 

' New Delhi, the ‘SOth June, 


DECLARATION OF EXEMPTION 

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 6 of the Registration of Foreigners 
Act, 1939 (XVI of 1959), the Central Government is pleased to declare that the 
provisions of the Registration of Foreiguer.s Rules. 1959, except rule 8 and such of 
the provisions of rules 4, 14, 15 and 16 as apply to, or in relation to, passengers and 
wsitorg who are not foreigners, shall not apply to. or in relation to Mr. C C 
Chuang, an official attached to the office of the Commissioner of China to India so 
lOQg as'ho is so attached 


V SHANKAR, 

Deputy Secy to the Govt of India 
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No. 1/38/42-roLincAi. (E) 

r.OVKRNMKNT OF INPIA 

HOME HEP ART iM ENT. 


.V«a> Dtlht, the iih June 19^3 
DKOLAHVllON 01- EXEMPTION 

In ex#*ui.e of the powerH confeiied by boction 6 of the ReKistiatioii of Foreigners 
Act, 1939 (XVI of 1939), the Central Government is pleased to declare that the 
provisions of the Registration of Foieigners Rules, 1939; except rule 8 ami such of 
the provisions of rules 4, 14, 15 and 16 as apply to. or iii relation to, passengers and 
visitor.^ -who are not foreigners, shall not apply to-, or m relation to Messrs S. H. Sih^ 
D Z Lao. P. Chang, C M Sung Aiid S. K Shen. officials attached to the office of 
the Commissioner of China to India, so long js thej are so attached. 

V SHANKAR, 

Dt’ltutii Seo) to the (tox't of India. 

No 1/11/42-PoUTlCAL (E). 

GOVEBKMINT OF TNDIA 

HOME DEPARTMENT 


^ New Delhi, the 2t>th Manh, 19iS 

DECLARATION OF EXEMPTION 

In exenise of the powers contened by section 6 of the Registration of Foreigners 
Actj 1939 (XVI of 1939),.. the Cential Government is pleased to declare that the 
provisions of the Registration of Foreigners Rules, 1939, except Rule 8, shall not 
apply to, or in relation to, Mrs Dons W. Jepson, an official attached to the Head¬ 
quarters, Ignited States of Anierica. Tenth Air Force, Delhi 

V. SHANKAR, 

Deputy Secy to the Gout of India. 


MOTION RE THE SITUATION IN INDIA. 

Hr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rtthim): At the meeting of 
the Leaders of the Parties which I had called the day before yesterday, 
it was agreed, subject to the confirmation of"the House, that there should 
be a time limit for the .speeches in connection with motion that is going 
to be moved by the Honourable the Home Member. It was proposed and 
a^e^d upon by allj-he Leaders of the Parties that the Mover of the motion. 
Sir Reginald Maxwell, should have 45 to 60 minutes, that is to say one 
hour, to make his opening speech, and the Leaders of tlie Parties or the 
Deputy Tioader^. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division Muhammadah Rural): Or 
any other .spokesman chosen by the Party. 

Syed Ghulam Bhlk Fairaiig (East Punjab: Muhammadan): Only ona 

man out of a Party, chosen by the Party to act as spokesman. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): If the House ift- 
agreeable to that .... ‘ 

(The House unanimously agreed.) 
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Mr. Presidpnt (^The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Or un;y other Member 
speaking on behalf of the Party. For the rest of the Members—2(J 
minuteb. Tiie Chair takes it that the House is agreeable to this arrange¬ 
ment, 

(The Hous 3 agreed to this arrangement.) 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Makwell (Home Member): Sir, 1 m()\e. 

“That the situation in India. W taken into consideialion.” 

Sir, by this motion the House is invited to consider the very grave* 
situation that iiiis arisen m the country saice the passing of the All-India 
Congress t!oiiimitiec's resolution of August 8th. No specific proposition 
16 put forwirn bv Covemnient for the acceptance of the House, nut in 
accor.liUK-c with parliamentarv practice, (lovernincnt have felt it meum 
bent, on liiein to give Honourable Menibers as early an opportunity a.« 
possible o* disciiosiiig the situation in the light of such information aS can 
now bo given to them I must explain that our knowledge is not yet com¬ 
plete The disturbances are very recent. They are not yet at an end, 
and, at any rate, in Ihe areas most affected, the Provincial Covernracr.ts 
and their oO'k I'ls aie still elosidy engaged in restoring or preserving order 
aiul taking faocautions against fresh acts of violence It will not oe until 
some time aller the situation has cleared up that full information of what 
has happened in each province can bo collected togetheisi And while we 
are in the midst of these events, it is not possible to review them, or their 
causes and consequences, as a thing of the jiast. But I shall try to give 
the House an outline of what has already occurred and to draw attention 
to certain uspccls that are already becoming evident. 

rile (.'on;, less lenders vceiv ;uTested on the morning of August 9th. (Jit 
flic same da\ there was mob violeucc in Bombay and .i few other places; 
but, although the new^s was no doubt flashed all over India, it 
was not until two or three dins later— 1 .«., August 11th, and particularly 
August I2tli—tli.'d concerted acts of violence and sabotage began in widely 
separated ureas. These were directed principally against all kinds of com- 
ir uni< ations. and particularly against railways, telegraphs and telephones: 
but police sUtioiis, post offices and other government buildings w'ere also 
attacked. These troubles occurred simultaneously in parts of Bombay^ 
Madfis, the Central Provinces and Bengal, but the arqcs' most seriously 
affected were the east of the Tfnited Provinces and, 'above all, Bihar. 
Tlnfc I’as been comparatively little trouble in the North-West Frontier 
Province, Ihe Punjah and Sind, or, to begin with, in Orissa and Assam, 

WUal is iiol so generally known or appreciated is the extent of the 
damage c!m‘'i'd and the extreme seriousness at one ^time of ihe position 
in the whole of Bihar, ■ (except its most .southern districts), and in the 
eastern part of the United Provinces. In these areas, the trouble soon 
spread from the big towns to the outlying areas; thousands of Motors 
gave themselves up to an orgy of destruction of communications and other 
Government property; whole districts with their small defending forces 
of Government officials and police werelsolated for days on end; there were 
brutal atronities perpetrated by the rnob and many deeds of heroism where 
sniall parties of police did their best to defend outlying stations. A 
Very large part of the railway systems in this area was put.'out of action, 
and it ij no exaggeration to say that for a considerable period Bengal 
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was almoet completely out ofi from Northern India; while cotnmunieafcioiis 
with Madras woio interrupted by the damage done to the railways m that 
Presidency 

Th3 daniagi done was not, of counse, oonhned to the area 1 have ]ust 
described, and our information from that area is still far from complete 
But the; following figures, which are based on the reports hith rto received 
from the whole of India, will give the House some idea ot the destrnctinn 
caused. About '250 railway stations were damaged or destroyed, of which 
180 were i i Bihar and the east of the United Provinces Outside these 
areas, we liave accounts of '24 derailnients Inside them damage was done 
to a few railway engines. Both inside and outside there was cxten''ive 
damage to the iierniiiiient way and to rolling stock, the results of wnii h 
.are probably niore serious than the actual destruction ot hiuidiiigs In the 
Posts and I'clegraphs Department, up to a week ago, about 550 ]iost 
offices throughout India load been attacked, of winch over .”0 were com¬ 
pletely burnt down and over 200 seriously d.iinaged Over :J 500 instances 
of wire cutting have been leported, and this figure is ];robably oot coin- 
.plete About one lakh's vsorth I'f cash and stamps were stolon and num¬ 
bers of lett'r boxes were removed or dc.stroyed by acids or other burning 
matori.'il Tl>c total loss resulting irom damage to biuldingH, apparatus, 
posts and wiles l^as not yet been e.sthinited nor that re-ulling horn reduc¬ 
tion of traffic Thirty officials of the Posts and Teh'graiihs Dopartmeait 
receivfctl physical injuries and many were subjected to intimidation In 
spile of all this, telephonic or telegraphic communication of snne kind was 
maintained with all the mam towns of India, except Patna throngboub 
most of th( disturbances 

Outside tlie lliulway and Posts and Telegraphs Departments, the violence 
of the mob was largely directed against Government hinldmgs Seventy 
police stations and outposts and 85 other Government buildings were fdtack- 
ed, the majority of which were burnt or demolished. I'oads and motor 
vehicles also suffered. Nor did municipal or private property escape. 'We 
have reports of the entirely wicked and wanton destruction of a tuhereulosis 
clinic wiln its irreplaceable equipm(?iit, of the house of a pin ate medical 
practitioner with all his valuable stock of medicines, of a Boman Catholic 
Churen, of electric light installations and of attacks on A. K. P. buildings 
and even on schools. There have been other private persons also who 
have lost all they possessed. Taking into account the loss of earnings 
on the Railways affected and in the Posts and Telegraphs Department, 
which must be very serious, I should say that the total damage must be 
well over n crore of rupees which loss, of course, falls on the general public 

As to the iiresent position, while it should not be assumed that trouble 
is completely at an end in the areas where it has already been brought 
under control, 1 think I can say that the position has been largely restored; 
and if our enemies are hoping that onr communications and other conditions 
in India have been so upset as to make an attack on this country an 
easier matter than it was, they will be grievously disappointed. Sporadic 
acts of sabotage and mob violence are still reported from dav to day. In 
face trouble has spread in a minor form to certain areas not previously 
affected, such as parts of Bengal, Assam and Oris.sa. Special efforts were 
madq to revive disorders on or about the 9th September, the dav of Uie 
month on which the original arrests were made, but these were not geneially 
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successful, and there have been welcome signs, especially m the areas 
worst affected by disorder, of a desire on the part ol the law-abiding 
populat'on to co-operate with the authorities in preventing further ilisorders 
Taking the situation as, a whole, it can be said that, except in one or two 
small are,lb in Bihar, the authority of the Oovermnent is now fully re¬ 
establish,.d where it was threatened. Train services, except to the extent 
that it IS sti.l iioeessary to restrict them in order to conserve coal, are 
practically noirnal on all railways except in certain sections in Bihar. North 
of the Ganges in Bihar there is still interruption, and on certain sections 
so.ith of B'e Ganges and on one small section in the Madras Bresidencv, 
night running has not been resumed. Goods traffic, and particularly coal 
traffic, is obviously of the first importance; and it is satisfaclory that the 
East fndiaii Piuilway is now delivering practically its normal loading of 
2,000 co.d wagons a day. Passenger traffic will have to be subject to severe 
restrictioT's for some time to come 

In tin. I'osts and Teiegraplis Department, with the exception of parts 
of Biliar, th^ position' is generally satisfactory. Attacks on Post Offices 
on any appreciable scale have ceased. But isolated instances '»£ such 
attacks are still occurring, as well as the stealing of letter boxes and 
attempts at incendiarism on ollices and the contents of letter boxes, 
Sc.itter^vl wire cutting also continues, especially in eastern Bengal, southern 
Madris the southern division of the Bombay Presidency and'certain por¬ 
tions of the United Provinces and Bihar. Sind, Balu'chistan, the Punjab 
and the, North-^^'est Frontier continue to be remarkably free The irain 
liu'^s of eoiniminiciition between Delhi and Calcutta, and .Madras and 
Calcutta are being tampered with almost every day with the result that 
eontiniinus perfect working has not yet been jiossible. Interference with 
certain other main lines is also continuing; and in spite of every effort it 
ha's not yet been possible to establish a satisfactory ohanne-1 of communi¬ 
cation by tclegiuph or telephone between Delhi and Patna 

Tlicre are one or two special aspects of these disturbances to which 
I wish to draw the attention of the House. 

TJie attacks on railways and other coiiimuuicntious started alniost 
sii.iulta;ieoii.sly in widely separated parts of India That in itself is a 
significant fact. It becomes more so when one reflects that iT'ueh of the 
damage caused must have required special implements which could not 
have been produced at a moment’s notice—wire-cutters to cut telegraph 
wire^, opamiers to remove fish-plates from railway lines and so on. An 
even nrore significant fact of which we have considerable evidence is the 
‘tecnMic.il knowledge displayed by the saboteurs. Here in Delhi the destruc¬ 
tion of railway signal boxes was done in a scientific way. Control rooms 
and block instruments in railway stations have come in for special atten¬ 
tion, and the manner of their destruction, which, of course, has a paralysing 
effect on the safe running of trains, also displayed technical knowledge. 
Signs of similar knowledge are not lacking in the sabotage of telegraph 
and telephone lines. Indeed I could multiply instances to bring out this 
point. Facts of this kind are inconsistent with the theory that these distur- 
baneCs were spontaneous outbursts arising out Of the arrests of the Congress 
lenders. 

Another pojnt equally inconsistent with that theory is the iiulita»-y 
«i£nificai,ce of the areas and objective.s selected for special attention Tlie 
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disturbaiK es ha\e w.eurrcd mainly in areaJ- which have ‘Strategic iui- 
])(nt.an(‘e and the objects of attacks hae largely been the coirmiunications 
vvh’cli would be c“^s(;n<lal for (he defence of the country in the event of a 
lieslile at tin K Ju the area of worst disorder—that is to sav Bihar—aii.y 
dislocation of railways would scrionsly affect troop inovemente and prevent 
th'‘ sending o' rciiiforceiiieiil^ lioiii Norlhern Jndia to the area most exposed 
to enemv m\.isi(iii Morcovi-r. this is the centre of India’s coal industry 
ainl inability to despatch loal supplied from this centre would paralyse 
traihspovr and industry throughout the country as soon .is the existing 
reserves had been eonsuined. 

Both thesis [(lilts ''U|)ply cMdonce of previous organisation having (he 
most siai. ( r possible iiiotne'' We have been fortunate on this occasion 
m being tree (o give attention to this movement at a time when there was 
little fear of the development ol .in eiumiy attack, with wlmdi the move¬ 
ment had pi.iBSi!)l\ been jdanned to syncbronisc. But we might not be 
equally fortunalc another time and I need hardly point out that such an 
outbreaK would be a direct in\ilaliou to the Japanese to attack ludm if they 
were in a position bj do so 

Ou the olli(W hand, the ordm.iry charac(.eristics ot stionl.inco'is dis- 
t'lrhanees have beim almost entirely absent The first obiect ot a nolous 
II. oh is geiiei'ally loot There liiive. of course, bi^en eases of looting, but 
on the w’lioli this form of activity has been far less common than might 
have bc'eii ( ypected. Similarly, hartals have not been observed lo the 
extent (bat seemed likeh and (he special machinery which joveruinc it 
Imd devised to deal with such demonstrations has not had to be largely 
used Tlio selectne nature of (lie acts of sabotage is thrown inbi relief 
by the significant fact that thcrci lias been httli* or no sabotage of industrial 
plant or machinery It is true that cessation of work, where it has 
occurred under political pressure, has interfered to some extent with war 
production. Hut what, is tlic exidanation of the absence of industrial 
sabotage except [lerhaps tliat (he owners, while ready enough in .some oases 
to close down and accept some temporary diuiinution of their earnings, are 
determined not to he deprived of the plant and machinery on which thoir 
comfortable war profits depend’’ 

I now turn to the ineasm-es taken by Government, first in the hope of 
preventing the development, of a mass movement and, subsequently, in 
order to control and suppress the distrubances that occurred. The arrests 
of Mr. Gandhi and the members of the Working Committee were accom-, 
panied by simultaneous action in the provinces to declare Congress Com¬ 
mittees to be unlawful associations and to detain all important individuals 
who, in the opinion of Provincial Governments, were competent, and 
likely to attempt, to organise and lead a mass movement We have not 
yet received from the provinces statistics of the number of preventive 
arrests so made, nor of the arrests subsequently effected for participation 
in the disturbances thoniselves There can be no doubt, however, that 
the initial and concerted action of all Governments in India had a consi¬ 
derable effect in disorganising the Congress plans. We might have had 
a much more serious situation to meet if an interval had been allowed ior 
the maturing of those plans and if they had been allowed to choose their 
own moment for the launching of the campaign. 
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It was clear from the outset that the development of any movement 
along the lines envisaged by the Congress leaders must direetly interfere 
v\itli the efficient prosecution of the war, and Government thus had no 
hesitation in using to the full the powers provided by the Defence of India 
Tillies. These rules were supplemented by additional poisers to deal with 
hartals and to control local authorities who might act in furtherance of 
the movement. In addition, the Penalties (Knhancenient) Ordinance 
and the Special Criminal Courts Ordinance, which were originally iiitendi'd 
to apply to situations arising directly from enemy attack, w'ere nade 
applicable to the present disturbances. The delcrrent effect of these 
special enactments has been useful They enabled offences to be iried 
promptly and' ajipropriate sentences to be aw'arded. A further measure, 
of which effective use had already been made by most Provincial Govern¬ 
ments, is the Collective Fines Ordinance which enable the Provincial 
Governments to lay joint responsibility on the inhabitants of any area 
concerned in the commission of certain classes of offences. 

ft has also been necessary to impose a measure of restriction dji the 
publication of news. I have no time to enter into the details of the orders 
issued and the changes in those orders which we agreed to recommend to 
Provincial Governments as a result of a very full discussion with the 
Editors’ Conference which recently met in Delhi. I should, however, 
like to make it clear that onr policy m this vesj^icct has been largely governed 
b\ two entirely objective considerations fn the first place, disorders of 
this (dmracter ari‘ infectious and nows of wluit has occurred in one place 
may lend to its reputitioii in .1 nuiiilicr of other places which inigiil other¬ 
wise have icnunned ipuet, and in tiio second place, much tliat lias 
occurred would, if it were known to the enemy, be of great Milue to Ids 
plans fof an iuvallon of tins country. 

Apart from the legal powers which I liavo just described, the ^ullcst 
executive use has naturally been made of the police throughout the dis¬ 
turbed areas. They have been through an extremely trying ordeal and 
have been compelled on many occasions to open fire on riotous mobs and 
gangs of saboteurs 111 defence of property or, not mfiequeritly, of their lives 
On most occasions when fire had to be opened, the ('a.sualiies were almost 
surprisingly small but the totals nece.ssnrily add up to a considerable figure. 
Our record.s as brought uji to date during the last few dav.s show 340 killed 
and about BTiO wounded but the information from some parts of Bihar is 
not yet quite complete. Even so, the figures fall very far short cf the 
many thousands which the Axis radios invent—less, for instance, than 
have occurred in many single air raids in England. On the other hand, 
the police themselves suffered lieavily. A very large number of policemen 
have been injured while 31 are reported so far to have been killed. These 
include a number of brutal murders in some eases of unarmed policemen. 

I have no time to give the House a full list of these atrocities, but T may 
mention the tragedy of Chimur in the Central Provinces. Here the sub- 
Divisional Magistrate, the Circle Inspector of Police, the >Ja]b-Tahsildar, 
and a constable were offered their lives if they promised to join the Congress 
and resign from Government service. They refused and were then murdered 
in cold blood and their bodies burnt. Similar instances ha\e been reported 
from a number of other places. 


An Srooourabte Uembar: Burnt alive? 



146 LEOI3LATIVB ASSEMBLY [15TH SbPT. 1942 

The Honourable Sir Beginald Maxwell: In this case they were 
murdered first and then burnt, but there were other cases in which they 
had been burnt alive. 

In addition to the police, there was a very wide use of troop'^, British 
and Indian, in aid of the civil [.ower. In no less than 60,places troops 
were called out while on .i nuniher of occ.isions fhey stood by Tlicy were 
also widely used for guard and jirotection duties The inilitaiy too were 
forced to open fire on many occasions and the reported hgures of casualties 
thus caused are al8 killed and 153 wounded. Militai'y casualties vvcie 
11 killed and 7 wounded, .md these figures include two Air Force officers 
who were taken from a tram and killed by the mob, and one British officer 
and four soldiers wlio were ambushed and murdered by a mob after putting 
up a stout resistance Both of these incidents occurred in Bihar. The 
Air Force was used and pi*ov'd invaluable for reconnaisance and patrol. 
On one or two oecivsions, aller warnings had had no effect, aircraft 
opened fire on mobs actually eng.iged in destroying the railway line, bin 
there wa>i no bombing whatever 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (Liutod J^rovmce.s Southeni J.)ivisions. ?>lubani- 
madan liural) The Honouiable Member said that sonic •nreraft were 
■engaged'? 

The Honourable Sir Eegmald Maxwell: On rcconnaiss.uu c and ])alrol 
'Work 

Sir Syed Baza All (Cities of tile Lmted Provinces .Muluunmadaii I ibanl 
That was in Bihar ’ 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: They were* used on various 
■sections—not only in I’oh.ir—but the incidents to wdueli 1 referred were, 
I think, the occasions wdum they opened fire. Those did occur in Bihar 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir (Jiombay City Non-Muhammadan Urban) Wers 
•any killed bv the opening of tiiat tire^ 

The Honourable Sir Beginald Maxwell: I have not heard that they were. 

Sardar Sant Singh (Ucst E’onjab. BikK) May I know why the an craft 
was used'’' 

The Honourable Sir Beginald Maxwell: To disperse the mob 

In regard to tlie use of the ioined forces of Government to quell these 
disturhancet.. there i.-; one p.jmt that 1 wish, to make clear to the House. 
"These forces have not been used to open fire on crowds engaged m pejiceful 
or legitimatf political demonsu-ations Had that been the case, she word 
‘repression’ that we so often hear might have had some application but in 
disorders of the kind that have occurred the mobs or gangs of persons 
engaged in sabotage w'ere m eveiy case the aggressors The police or the 
troops, wher'^" they were truployed in aid of the civil government, were 
caTTving out no more than then legal duties and obligations in using force 
for the defence of person and property and for the prevention of violent 
rebellion intended to overthrow the Government which is responsible for 
iihe safety of all It is for this purpose that armed forces are maintained 
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by tile State; and those who use force must expect to be met by force. 
It has already been made clear m the Government communique of tno 8th 
August thai the purpose of Government is preventive rather tlian punitive 
and this is the iirinciple that has governed and will govern our i*ction 
Complaints of the use of excessive force have no real meaning in situations 
such as thosi’ with which the police have had to deal. It cannot be expected 
of a small band of police confronted by a threatening mob that they should 
make mathematical calculations of the precise amount of force necessary 
to disperse it We have to think of men doing their duty in the face of 
daily and even hourly danger to their lives, men charged with res|)onsibility 
for the protection of vital communications. Hesitation at tliesc mcmeiils 
would maun that thoy were overv lielmed or that the mob would attain its 
object Thoir first concern is to take effective action and it is their duly to 
do so, (’ases will no doubt be quoted in which it is alleged that force, 
was used with no such provocation. I would ask Honourable IMombers to 
be sure that such stories arc well verified before they give currency to them, 
if, however, any such act has occurred anywhere, it is a breach of discip¬ 
line with which the Provincial Governments and the officers in command 
of their forces are as much concerned as any member of the public. I 
would, therefore. Sir, deprecate any sweeping allegations as regards the 
conduct of the police at a time, when the whole country owes so much to 
their courage and steadfastness The proper course in sucli cases will 
he to bring the nllcgatious, if they are well authenticated, to the notice- of 
the authorities immediilely responsible for the discipline of their forces 
and it can be, assumed that, if satisfied, they will do what is proper. But 
it is putting an entirely wrong perspective on the whole mat! or to lavish 
sympathy on those who have brought upon themselves the consequences 
of their own aggression and to attempt to put the police or other Gov m- 
ment forces on their defence whenever they have found it m.coisarv m the 
circumsl anccs of the emergency to use force in the execution of their duty 

One of the high lights of the situation'has been the manner iii which 
not only the police, on whom the deadliest attacks usually fell, but all’ 
ranks of Government servants—oven the humblest.—have in the couritry 
as a whole stood firm and done their duty in face of attempts to subvert 
or terrorise tliem T have heard of fine work, too, done by the civic guards 
and A, Tl, P services I do not say thajt there have been no failures here 
and there but the country may well congratulate itself on the way in which 
the machinery of Government has continued to function under the very 
severe strain imposed uyion it We shall not forget those who have given 
their lives in the execution of their duty and we may well claim that the 
lovalty of all classes of Government servants has proved their faith in the 
administration that they have served so well Solid and stable public 
services are a great bulwark against anarchy We must see that their 
confidence is not shaken by unworthy attacks upon them. 

Another source of encouragement has been the steadiness of the country 
as a whole notwithstanding the inconvenience and loss caused to the 
general population ,by these widespread disturbances. Experience in 
Bombay, Cawnpore and elsewhere, Jjas shown that labour, if left alone, is 
not anxious to give trouble Where strikes have occurred—and f-lie-e are 
several important areas such as Ahmedabad in which labour is still out— 
they have been the direct result of political influences hacked, we 'uspect, 
by ample funds. Nor has the poulation at large down any general incli¬ 
nation to take part in the movement. The Moslem community and the 
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scheduled castes, I aiu glad to say, have, as a whole, stood entirely aloof. 
Large areas of the country, again, have been quite free from an,y sort of 
disturbance Certain areas tiiere have been—and 1 do not nunuiiise their 
extent or miportanee—where for a time liooliganism has become rampailu 
anl mob rule jirevailed- But speaking generally 1 think it can be said 
that the disorders and acts ol sabotage have been mainly of a local a»ad 
sporadic character carried out by organised parties with the assistance, 
no doubt, of the local hooligan element and such others of the more 
Ignorant population as could bu excited by false stones and promises 
What 1 would emphasise is that this movement cannot in any true sense 
be described as a people’s movement The whole thing is engineered and 
not spontaneous. Tiicre are already encouraging signs of a revulsion of 
public opinion against the madness of the past weeks and cases .have come 
to notice m which the villagers themselves have intervened to prevent 
damage to public propertv But until the malign intluences Shat have 
been at work have been ful'v (ounleracted the country cannot feel safe from 
further attempts to disturb ‘.lit life of the people 

Who thc.u is rtsponsib'.e tor these disorders^ What lies behind them'^ 
Where the wliole life of Ihe country has been so greatly disturbed, where 
its defence in war has been so far prejudiced, it is important that the 
country should form a cle.ar opinion on this subject Attempts have been 
made and will, no doubt, continue to be made to exonerate the Congress 
leaders or to represent that recent events are not the outcome of the 
mass rnovenifrit sanctioned by tbe All-India Congress Committee ;it 
Bombaj Tile t.-i-rns of tli.i Kesolution which thev then passed are such 
that they can liardly disclaim responsibility for any events that followed 
it. But apart from that, it is. impossible to inteqirel the utter,inccs i/ 
the Congress leaders themselves except on the assumjition that they knew 
and approved of whit was likely to occur. Prior to August Hth, Mr. (randhi 
himself in his organ TAc Harijan and in a series of published statements 
and pre8.s (onferenees. which received wide publicity throughout the 
country was engaged in firejainiig the ground for a civil disobedience move¬ 
ment the exact nature of which he did not to the very end openly disclose 
He did not shrink from speaking in terms of appreciation of aaarcliy as 
an alternative to tbe existing order and he made it known that the con¬ 
templated struggle was to be “a conflagratiou” and that he would “not 
hesitate to run any risk however great” On the 14th duly, after the 
iWardha Resolution had been passed, he declared in a press interview 
“After all, it is an open rebellion. . . . My intention is to make it as 
short and swift as possible ” On the 19th July he again declared; “I do 
not want noting as a direct result If in spite of precautions rioting does 
take place, it cannot be helped” His final message, after ^li.-i arrest— 
which was forcshadviwed in his speech of the previous day to tfic AU-India 
Congress Committee—was ‘Ho or die”, a slogan that has been quoted in 
many subsequent Congress circulars or bulletins as authority for acts of 
violence. Other Congress leaders also made no secret of the nature of the 
contemplated struggle, and the time between the passing of the Wardha 
Resolution and the meeting of the.. All-India Congress Committee was 
used by many of them in developing the themes that full discretion would 
be left to the participants (as indicated in the Congress Resolution itself); 
iliat the movement '^ould noid)e called off if it led to violence: and that 
acts such as the destruction of communioatioiis aad even derailment of 
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trains would be regarded as legitimate. The Madras Govei->ii)n>ru Ims 
already givert publicity to instructions issued by the AmllLrn Provincial 
Congress Comraittee which definitely included m the piogrtuniiu- the 
cutting of telephone anl telegraph wires, removal of rails and demolition 
of bridges. One item of this programme is “to impede the war rltorU or 
the Government’’ and another is “to run parallel Goverinnenl m '•oiripe'.i- 
tion with tlie British Government” It is noteworthy that Gns circular 
itself quotes as its authority Mr. Gandhi’s 'do or die' message, lustriiclions 
of a similar character are found m numerous bulletins and leadets claiming 
the authority of the Congress which have been found in circu'atiou since 
the disturbances started One such bulletin contains “a war programme’’ 
which contains sucli items as these 

“formation of guerilla bands to give surprise attacks on the Tommies’’; 

“Slopping of all trams carrying troops and war matermls’’, 
and, even more serious perhaps, 

“Britishers' cooks arc To be organised to ccKik bad food toi their 
masters’’. 

An Honourable Member: .Most ot them do it 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: it may be saui that tUbi-'i is no 
pnxjf that ti.ese bullet.ns c inw the authority of (.'ongress "r the t.ongiess 
loaders, althougli they profess to do so. 1 have, however, clsewlene brought 
out the point that the ucLs of sabotage that have occurred could not have- 
been planned in a moineiit .md show clear evidence of prcMons orga».'isa- 
tion Whatever jmrt the t.'ongress leaders may have taken m tfie rictiial 
work of this organisation, it is impossible to believe for a moment in t«he 
light of their own utterances tliat they were ignorant ot its '‘\jjjtcnee or 
that their plan did not contemplate thutr it would be brought-into jilay 
when they launched their mass movement. I am nob at present pi-'pared 
to say whence tins organisation di*ew its inspiration. It will be our business 
to find out more of what we do nob yet know. But if any doubt r -mained 
as to the idtnlitv ot Congress with these disturbances it could ea,sily be 
removed b\ quoting the very numerous instances in which known Congress¬ 
men, particularly in Bihar, have been observed openly inciting mobs to 
violence and sabotage, while many others went underground immediately 
after the Bombay iiu-oiings and have remained there for -visotii best 
known to thernselve-?. On the basis of all the information .it present avail¬ 
able, therefore, wc cannot absolve the t^-ongress from responsibility for 
these very grave events and cannot allow the country to remain under any 
delusion as to the part they have been playing. 

Sir, when the Congress threw' down their challenge on the 8ih August 
the Governn.ont gave an immediate reply. “To a challenge such as fhe 
present’’ they said in their communique, “there can only be one answer.’’ 
They pointed out thftt on the (lovernment of India “lies the ta:.k of defend¬ 
ing India, of rnairtaining India’s capacity to wage^ war, of safeguaiding 
India's interests, of holding the balance betwee.n tfie different sections of 
her people without fear or favour. That task the Government of India will 
discharge in face of the challenge how thrown down by the Congress Barty’ 

Slf YftOliiL KAmi: What about the saving of the iivee of the 

^ople? ‘ 
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The Honourable Sir Begmald H&zwell: I am only quoting part of the 
communique. Prooi has no« been given, Sir, tliat the Governnsenc of 
this country has not only the will but the power to arrest the forces of 
anarchy. It is little more ^han five weeks since the word was given to 
‘do or die’ Tlie existence o[ a very widespread conspiracy imnitdiately 
became manifest Yet, tod.‘.\, although many terrible things have happened, 
control has been established almost everywhere and the country as a whole 
is quiet, and although this siiaidal movement is not yet finally quelled, we 
can leel some justihuble conlj.ience in our power to deal with any situation 
that may yet arise. 

There are some who cliaigo Go\ernment with ovcrhastiuess ui taking 
.iction when they did. The answer is that had Government given opportu¬ 
nity for three or four weeks more of Congress propaganda of the kind that, 
was then in progress, it is very doubtful if this rebellion <iouJd have been. 
quelled without very much more destruction than has now taken place. 
What has happened is bad enough but dtday might have meant an aiipaUing 
disaster for the whole people of tins country 

There are those, again, wlic, say that repression is not the right remedy 
and tlnvt m order to restore peace steps should lie taken to release all those 
who have been endangering the country’s defence and put theni in a 
. jiosition to conduct the further war effort of India That is, I think, the 
underlying significance of some of the amendments that fiave heu' laLic'd 
Well, Sir, the position of this Government has been made idear m th« 
communique to whicli I have already referred and there is little that 1 can 
add to it One thing quite plain is that with an enemy at our gates and 
another eneir> wit Inn them ihi, prime duty of this Government is to undo 
the harm that ha-= been done as soon as possible and to put this country 
in a state of defence against both. 

Sir, the picture wliich I have been compelled to place before tlu; House 
is one that will give, no satisfaction to thinking people or to those wiio are 
jealous of this country’s honour and repute. They will regret the orgj/ of 
destruction, the waste of Indian lives and property—things that can only 
bring loss and hardsluj; to Indians themselves. They will regret that the 
forces that snould have been facing the enemy at our gates should have been 
diverted to the task of quelling an attempted internal revolution. Thay 
will regret that, with Indian soldiers’ repute never standing higher in the 
world' with victory drawing ever nearer and with it tlie promised fulfilment 
of India’s highest dreams; one political party, for its own ends, should 
have descended to acts of sabotage as a means of enforcing its demands, 
regardless ol the help Ihetcby given to the enemy. 

I have before now given warning in this House of the danger oi arousing 
the passions of the excitable masses through irresponsible agitation These 
events afford more than sufficient justification for the preventive action 
taken by Government in the past, for which we have often been attacked. 
They show how real is the peril in this country of unleashing the forces 
of disorder and how quickly, when that is done, the reign of holliganism 
—always latent and waiting for its oppeatunity—tends to establish itself, 
so that no man’s life or property is safe. Now. that the danger has become 
apparent to all it is, 1 am sure this House will agree, not cmly for Gov¬ 
ernment but for all who wish to save the country from very terrible danger 
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to dedicate theinselvts at whatever personal sacrtfiee, to the task of 
mobilising the active help of the people themselves in preventing 
further acts of violence and disorder It is not enough to 
condemn these thiUo^s m the abstract it is for every citizen to see that they 
do not happen Sir, 1 iiitve 

Mr. President (The JConourable Sir Abdur Eahim) Motion mo\ed 

That thu situation in India be taken into conaiderstibn 

I see several notices of amendments have been given I propose that 
those who want to move any amendment to thiS motion should formally 
move their amendments and then there will be a debate both on the on 
gmal motion and the amendments 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea (Calcutta Suburbs Non*Muhammadai\ Urban) I 
am not moving my amendment* 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta (Bombay Central Division Kon Muhammadan 
Eural) Sir, 1 am not moving my amendment t 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi (Mderut Division Muhammadan 
Eural) Sir, I move 

That for the original inotioq the following be aubalituted 

That m view of the fact that the present aad state of affairs in India ras resulted 
mostly by t e activities of agencies who with the object of bringing Indian hattouui 
Congress nto disrepute with United Mations started propaganda against it by as 
cubing, to it as having included in its programme sauotage and destructioi of 6a>ern 
men^ i-'iopeity and having cliangcd its creed from non violence to violence, anrd the 
subsequent aireat of Congress Leadeis before they could contradict that charge and 
define ns to what they meant by mass civil disobedience, and thus a sectim of the 
public having been led to believe t at the progiamm of tne Congress was ihe same 
as was alleged by its opponents and who in tne r despair and anger having resorted 
to tiic c undeniable activiti s—which could not be approved by any poll ical paity 
with non violence as its creed—and which action in its turn has evoked the ovpeded 
use of force by Government whici has far exc eded the requirementa in almost every 
case and which has now gone to the extent of collective responsibilities and 
coUcctiv e fines and a 1 this has tom the p ace and tranquillity of the Country to 
pieces and is likely to result in great embarrassment to the war effort, this Assembly 
recommends to the Governor General m Council to take imqiediate steps—«Ven 
if no compiomise be considered possible—to ascertain the views of the Congress 
Leadeis in this respect and to give tffem an opportunity of contradicting this charge 
and cUd iiig their position and change the violent activiti a into non violent expression 
of their dissent, and create an atmosphere of mutual trust and confidence bv taking 
liberal steps which may inspire confidence in the minds of t e people legarding the 
intentions of the British Government towards India’ 

Mr. President (The Honourable SiV Abdur Eahim) Amendment moved 

"“That '‘or the original motion the following be substituted 


* 'That for the origuial motion tho foUowmg be substituted 
That, with a view to reliivmg tho existing tension in the country and helping 
more adequately the war efforts of the United Nationa, this Assembly recommends to 
the Governor General in Council that all Congressmen detained or imprisoned since 
the 7tli August, 1942, be released and t at mupedii^ stepv be to «i» to establ sh at 
the Centre a national Gov mment fepresentative pf all the Parties in the (Vnfral 
Legislative Assembly and responsible to the Assembly and also to elubhsh in each 
of tho Gnvernors’ provinces a similarly constitQted respon ible Government’ ’ 
t'‘rhat in Dr P N Baporjea’s amendment to the motion after the vords 
•Gove^or General !n Couticil that’, the wdrds *eubj ct to the civil disobedience movp- 
Ihent being withdrawn’ <be inserted 
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view oi tow fact that the preeent aad atat* of affaira in IndM lias resulted 
nioftly hy tua activitiea ot ageiiLies wuo witu the ooject ot biiogiDg Indian Matioual 
Lougiese inco (Iisr-puie wiiii United Nations ataiteu propa^anua against it by os- 
enuteg to it as uaving included in us programme saiiotage and destiuctloii of (iuvern- 
meiit iroperty and naviiig enanged its cieea Irom nun-violence to violence, and the 
subsequent air.st ot oon^ieaa Ui.aders beiore tney couid contradict that cnarge (•nd 
denne us to wnat they meant by mass civii-di;>ouedience, and tnus a. section ct the 
public naviiig been led to ueiieve t..at the programniv ot tne ,Congress was the same 
as was aiiLged by us oppoueuts, and wno in tiieir despair and auger having resorted 
to tnosc undesiraole activili.s—which could not be approved by any political party 
wild non-violence as us creed—and whicn action in its tum has evoiced tne expected 
usi ot toicfe by Government whic.i has tar exc.eded the requirements in almost every 
case, aud wtuen nas now gone to the extent of collective respoiuibiiities and 
collective hnes and ail this nas torn the p.ace and tranquillity of the tJountry to 
pieces aud is likeiy to result iii gieat emuarrassment to tne war effort, this Asoembly 
lecoiiiineuds to tne Governor General in. Council to take immediate steps—r-v,n 
It no compromise be considered possible—to ascertain the views of t .e Gongress 
Leadei's iii this respect aud to giv,. them an opportunity oC contradicting thia cnarge 
aud clearing tUeir position and cnange tne violent activitus into non-vioient e>pre.sion 
of their dissent, and create an atmosphere ot mutual tipst and conlidence by taking 
liberal- steps wnicn may inspire conbdence in tne minds ot t..e people regarding the 
iuteutions of tUe Bntisn Government towards India'.” 

Mr. N. M. Dumasia (Nominated Non-official): Sir, I move . 

‘'That for the original Motion the following be substituted : 

'That this Assembly condemns the orgy ot lawlessness and disorders that have 
recently taaeu place in India with serious loss ot lives aud colossal damage to pro- 
petty wnicn have seriously interKred witu pnbac services, appiovcs of tne act.on 
Bidopied by the GoveinmvUt to suppress the mob violence and ‘‘Civil Disobedience” 
iiK^vem^nt initiated by the Con„ieas aud to restore order in the cuunliy and 

lecoflunends tnat there should be no relaxation ot measures for the protection ot lives 

•ad property until tae “Givii Disobedience” movement is withdrawn aud peace and 
quiet tenured in India’.” 

Mr. President (The Houourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Amendment moved. 

“That for the original Motion the following be substituted ; 

‘That this Assembly condemns the orgy of lawlessness and disorders that have 
recently t<^hen place in India with serious loss of lives and colossal damage to pro¬ 
perty which have seriously mtertered with public services, approves ot me action 
adopted by the Government to suppress the mob violence and "Civil Disobedience” 
movement initiated by the Congress and to restore order in the country and 

recoiuinends that there should bo no relaxation of measures for the protection of lives 

and property until ti.e "Civil Disobedience” movement is withdrawn and peace aud 
quiet restored in India'.” * 

Mr. M» M< Joilil (Nominated Non-Official) : Nobody else is moving. 

Sardar Sant Singb: 1 am moving. Sir, 1 move: 

"That for the original Motion the following be substituted : 

‘That this House recommends to the Governor General in Council to immediaUly 
take suitable steps to bring about necessary changes in the constitution of India to 
catabliah a real National Government in India immediately and with a view to .ssuie 
liie people of India of the sincerity of the Britis.i people in this connection, this 
House recommends to the Governor-General in Counoil to do the following : 

1. To make an immediate d.deration of the complete independence for India 
from Ist of Novembet-, 1942. 

To immediately lift the ban from Indian Natipnal Congress and allied 
institutions which have been declared unlawful on or after 8th of August, 
IIW'A 

3.‘ To immediately release Mahatma Gandhi, his co-workers and other Congress¬ 
men detatnad or sentenced for any offence after 8th August, 1942, and 
to release all persons arrested, detained or. sentenced to any term of 
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imprisonment for offences connected with thie movenieut afUe (th >of 
August, lti42. 

4. Tc remit all fines levied from individuals or collectively levied on viUag»; or 

towns. 

5. To dissolve the Central and Provincial Legislatures and noli new elections 

at the earliest convenient date. 

6. To invite the Indian National Congress and Muslim League to form ^ Provi¬ 

sional National Government at the Centre. And in cas • these two Ladies do 
not agree to form the Government tun Indian National CoagEeis alone 
should be invited to do so and in case Indian Nstional Congress- 
declines to accept the invitation Muslim League alone should be .asked to 
do BO till elections are held*.** 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rfthim) : Amendment 
moved ; 

‘‘That for the original Motion the following be substituted : 

‘That this House recommends to the Governor General in Council to immediataly 
take suitable steps to bring about necessary changea in the constitution of India to 
establish a real National Government in India immediately and with a view to assure 
the j>eople of India of the sincerito of the Britisi people in this connection, this 
House recommends to the Governor-General in Council to do the folloyring : 

1 To make an immediate declaration of the eopiplete ind^ndanca for India 
from Ist of November, 1942. 

2. To immediately lift the ban from Indian National Congress and allied 

institutions which have been declared unlawful on or after tth of August, 
1942. 

3. To immediately release Mahatma Gandhi, his co-workers and other Congrasa* 

men detained or sentenced for any offence after 8th .\ugU3t, 1942, and 
to release all persons arrested, detained or sentenced to anv term of 
impri:onment for offences connected with this movement after '8th of 
August, 1942. 

4. Tt remit all fines levied from individuals or collectively levied on \iUagea or 

towns. 

5 To dissolve the Central and Provincial Legislatures and hold new ebetiona 
at the earliest convenient date. 

6. To invite the Indian National Congr ss and Muslim League to form a Provi¬ 
sional National Government at the Centre. And in cas'< these I wo todies do 
not agree to form the Government th.n Indian National Congress alone 
should be invited to do so and in case Indian National CongreM 
declines to accept the invitation Muslim League alone should he asked to 
do so till elections are held’.” 

Sir Henry Richar^^son (Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, one fact emerges 
clcurlv from practically all the amendments-tabled for this debate and that 
is that they aim at securing conditions which will enable the maximum war 
effort to be put forward by this country. However div'ded we mav be n 
thd methods to be followed, this House, like the great majoritv of India 3 
peoples, is determined to fi?ht the Axis menace wit all costs and it ther-'fore 
applies to everv proposal the test as to what its effect will be on India's 
war effort. This is the test which we in this Group have consistently 
applied in the past and which we apply now in considering the Resolution 
before the House. In the light of this test it is clear that every Member 
of this House must vigorously condemn the course of the present Oivff 
Disobedience Movement. 

We have heard from the Honourable the Home Member something of 
the extent and intensity of the lawlessness engendered in various parts of 
Indto this movement; we have heard of.wanton deetruetion of ppopwty; 
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of unwarranted interference with personal liberty and of brutal and un¬ 
provoked uuirder. We have heard too of attacks upon humble Govern¬ 
ment servants, in no sense responsible themselves for the policy of Govern¬ 
ment, who were merely carrying out their normal duties—duties which, 
let me remind my Honourable friends, those servants would still be called 
upon to discharge whatever m.ght be the policy and constitution of any 
Government in this country. A spirit of lawlessness, once created, is not 
readily extinguished and those who are responsible for the evils of the 
present movement may find their own administration hampered some day 
by this same spirit of defiance of authority which their own .ictions have 
released—actions which lay the country open to the depredations alike of 
the hooligan*, within and the goondas without. * 

Here let me pay a tribute to the devotion and bravery of those many 
Government servants who have faced unpopularity, insult and danger in 
their efforts to preserve the whole structure of our peaceful life. 1 refer 
not only to the pol'ce, whose behaviour throughout India has been magni¬ 
ficent, but also to District Officers, Magistrates of all grades, and all classes 
of Kailwixy and Postal officia’s; and indeed all those whose official duties 
have thrown upon them the burden of coping with this great evil. It is 
of the utmost importance that in carrying out these most regrettable but 
necessary duties, these officials should feel that they have behind, them 
the solid backing of this House and of the responsible elements in the 
country. There have been suggestions that in every case where the Police 
have had to use force, an enquiry should be held. We are strongly op¬ 
posed to any such suggestion, for any officer who, faced with a violent 
and destructive crowd, has to take action to safeguard life and property, 
must not be made to feel that every thing he does will he made the sub¬ 
ject of a searching and legally conducted intricate enqjjiry carried out in 
safety long after the turmoil has subsided. I say with the utmost em¬ 
phasis, that these men deserve better of their country than this. More¬ 
over, the security of the State depends largely on the confidence of officials 
that they can do their duty in time of crises without becoming subiect jbo 
harassment thereafter. Once this sense and confidence is destroyed, then 
whatever constitution India may have in the future, she will not know the 
meaning of real freedom for the disorderly elements of society will have 
learnt" that they can afford to indulge their instincts for violence and 
hooliganism with impunity. 

I have already referred to hooligans from within and goondas from with¬ 
out. , It is I think abundantly clear that if this movement were allowed 
to go unchecked, it would give the utmost encouragement and help to 
those goondas from without. , We have already heard how India’s w'ar 
effort has been impeded by this movement, and indeed, apart from any- 
thir\g that we have been told, it is surely obvious that even the smallest 
disruption of communications in time of war must be a cause of rejoicing 
to the enem.t. Can any responsible person believe that actions of this 
nature, merely because they purport to be carried out in the struggle for 
freedom, can in fact bring that freedom nearer? If the Axis powers are 
defeated, freedom for this country is a certainty, but if those powers win, 
the very word ‘freedom’ will cease to have any meaning. We in this 
House know-that 4he only possible effect of the Civil Disobedience Move* 
menV » to delay the realization of that freedom and it is for this reason 
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we insist that Government shall continue to take whatever measures shall ‘ 
be necessary to put down these subversive activities. 

I have said that provided we win the war, freedom for this country is 
assured and in saying this I am merely, reiterating what has already been 
said publicly and solemnly -by His Majesty’s Government. If there is any 
doubt in the minds of any of my Indian friends as to the sincerity of the 
declaration made by His Majesty’s Government, may I say here and now 
that in the minds of my community no such doubt exists; we accept it 
as a definite settled fact and we, as a community, will continue to exert 
ourselves to the utmost to assist in every possible way in implementing 
these promises at the earliest possible moment. 

Pandit Lakshmi Santa Maitra (Presidency Divisions Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : What happened after the last war! 

Sardar Sant Singh: Why not now? 

Sir Henry Richardson: In our opinion. His Majesty's Government and 
the present Government of India would be guilty of a grarve dereliction of 
duty if they allowed the gift of orderly freedom which has been offered to 
India, to be dashed to the ground in pieces, just because it has been re¬ 
jected, instead of preserving; it carefully until at long last it can safely 
be placed in willing and worthy hands. 

In the time at my disposal it would be impossible for me to deal ade¬ 
quately with the great question of a transfer of power during the period 
of the war and later on the debate, one of my Colleagues will, I hope, 
be given an opportunity of speaking on this subject. I will only say this. 
We are concerned with winning the war within the shortest possible time 
and we are convinced that any attempt to bring about an immediate trans¬ 
ference of power during the war, in the absence of a-greement between the 
major political parties, will lead to chaos and possibly to disaster. 

There are some amongst the Members of the House who say why not 
fonr. a National Government here and now, and transfer power to it im¬ 
mediately. Let us be quite clear in our minds about this. What exactly 
is a National Government? What is it we want to achieve? A National 
Government surely is a Government which so completely commands the 
support of all parties and interests in the State that it is able to set to 
rest political controversy for the time being and to ignore the demands of 
purely party or sectional interests. That is the essential characteristic and 
virtu) ol a National Government. Can it be seriously suggested that such 
a Government can be formed in this country in the middle of the War, 
in the absence of a firm agreement between any of the major political 
parties ? 

Haa'Ana Zalar All Khan (East Central Punjab : Muhammadan) ; Ac¬ 
cording to you not till Doomsday I 

Sir Henry Richardson: Let me take an analogy. Would it be possible 
at all to have a National Government in war tinie in England, if say, the 
entire Conservative Party remained not merely outside, but antagonistic 
to that Government, and if moreover it declined to assist in the war effort 
becaps^,it was not in that Government? 
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Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Haitra: Tfic ainalogj is vicious. 

Sii Hsniy RtChardson: It would be impossible. It is alright to talk 
of forming a National Governnicnt but when you get down to the practical 
business of the composition and jurisdiction of that Government, you will 
find that you are doing exactly the same task that a Constituent Assembly 
will have to perform after the war. That task is by no means incapable 
of achievement, but it is a task which demands considerable time, pro¬ 
tracted negotiations and much effort. It is not a thing which can be 
achjeveil m the twinkling of an eye, and it is, therefore, meaningless to talk 
of an immediate transfer of power to a National Government. There 
is however one way in which a National Government can be achieved. I 
have said that a Notional Government is a Government which commands 
the support of the whole country and sets to rest political controversy and 
party warfare. If my Honourable friends of all Parties will say, we will 
put aside political controversy for the period of the war and will devote 
ourselves wholly to the successful jirosecution of the war, then a National 
Government representing the united will and determination of the people 
is possible. 

But 1 suggest that a careful study of the statements made by the 
variouB individual political leaders will show that that stage has not yet 
been reached. It is matter of profound regret to us that this should be 
so and that as a result there is, in certain sections of the Indian public, 
a sense of frustration leading to bitterness. We can quite understand 
how the Indian people feel on th’s matter and we have sincere sympathy 
for their national feelings and aspirations. But we must not be led by 
that sympathy to premature action of a kind which might lead to civil war 
and disaster. The great trouble seems to be inab Tity and failure to face 
realities, and with all the good intentions in the world, no practical solution 
in either business or politics is ever possible unless this primary factor is 
realised. 

Sir. we in this Group attach the greatest importance to this debate 
becnube we believe that if we and all parties in India can order ourselves 
aright during the remaining vears of the war, a great and g’orious future 
lies ahead of a free India in the post-war world, an India which we believe 
under the stimulus of growing industrialisation will take its place amongst 
the greatest and most powerful nations of the modern world. It is with 
that object that our troops, Indian and British, are today fighting as 
brothers in arms and proving themselves more than worthy of the great 
military traditions of our common past. They are fighting in the sure 
knowledge that, however long and difficult the task may be. at the end lies 
victorv, v'ctorv for idealism over the gross rnaterialism of the Axis powers, 
victory for the belief in the right of mankind to freedom, and victory for 
all those values upon which depend the future freedom and glory of India 

Sir Muhammad Taniin Blhan: Mr President, . . 

Mr. President (The Hoimurable Sir Abdur Bahim) Bo I understand 
the Honourable Member will speak for thirty minutes 

Sir Muhammad TamlH Khan: I w ll speak not on b-half of the Pa-ty 
but as a Member. S'r, after listening to the-speech of the .Honourable 
the Home Member and to the many stories he told us in his sp-ech, one is 
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iacJiaed to say that every kind of encouragement must be given to the 
police ofticiui« and other olhcials who have oeen tacing a senous situation 
lu tne couiury. Ine Honouiab.e Member did not point out what 1 have 
been reading m the papers tor the last week, the sad stories of cerium 
pciiCfc onic.als being burnt uhve after being sugiounded by mobs of 5u0, 
while they were only three or four policemen—about fire being set to 
thatched buildings and two constables and a sub-inspector being sur¬ 
rounded there, the Muslim League in tLe.r resolution very cleariy con¬ 
demned all these acts of sabotage and mmder and desbruciion of property. 

1 am glad that the Honourable the Home Member m h.s speech clear.y 
said that the Mushm community and the Depressed classes have kept 
tiieinseives absolutely aloof Lorn this movem-nc, except a very few persons 
who have joined the Congress. 

'What has been happen.ng? Certain Honourable Members like my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Aazini, want to say that the responsibility does 
not i.e with the Congress for the things taking place today m the country. 
It that is true and it it is to be taken tor granted that most of the destruc¬ 
tion has been done by tne H*ndu community, then may I ask him if ho 
suggests tnat if it was not the Congress it is the Hindu Mahasabha? If 
that his implication, he will huVe a proper rep.y from the Hindu 
Mahasabha Members themselves. 1 do not want to speak on th.ir behalf. 
Bu. in whose synipatny has this outbreak come m? It lie accepts t>iat it 
is in sympathy witn ti*e pcop.e who were arrested on the morning of the 
9tli August, tnat is, the Congress leaders, then it is really the Congress 
following tnat is respons.ble lor^his destruction. I have been reading in 
the press tor some time past that tnere shouM be no s.orched earth policy 
adopted by the British uoverumwnt if th^y are atta 0 .ted iroin outside, that 
liuliau property should not be uesiroyevi by the Brit.sii let.eating armies; 
but the followers of tiiese vory people aie d s.roy.ng the property of Ind.a. 
if industrial factories and concerns are not destroyed, here is t ;e destruc¬ 
tion, oi railways, post offices, telephones, telegraphs and even mun.cipal 
buildings w'hien nnci no connect.on with the Gove.nment of Ind.a. 

W-j found in Delhi that the Municipal Town Hall was set on fire and all 
the records were destroyed. I do not know' what connection they had with 
the movement which the Congress wanted to make. Th.s shows that 
Mahatma Gandhi s say.ng that there should be non-vi-lence and that India 
his become non-violent and the Congress creed is non-violence—all that 
falls to the ground. It is nothing but a camouflage. There is violence, 
nobody can stop violence in the country once t e mo s a;e e.Kcited. Every- 
bodj cannot keep himself under control as M hatma Gandhi or as some 
other higher placed people can control themselves. They ought to see 
thft it is the mob whom they are dealing with, that the mob’s mentality 
must always remain the mob’s mentality—cnee it is let loose, it must 
always cause any amount of destruction. We find there has been des¬ 
truction not only of Government property but also of private property 
and municipal property and I was very sorry to hear that a doctor s clinic 
was also destroyed. These horrible acts had been c mraitted in the name -of 
I'oir-violence. We cannot endorse these actions, but do we endbrse that 
the Government’s action had been quite all right? I do not. I think 
tha: the Government is equally at fault because it did not take precautions. 
The Government did not know—^if my Honourable friend, the Home 
Member’s allegations are true—that this was the work of an organisation, 
thuii this was work which bad befen done systematically. What were the 
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Government doing? Were they sleeping when an organisation of thi» 
k.nd was taking liold of this country and they did not know? When did 
thej get their informi^on? Wiiat sort of people do they employ,—what 
kind of people have they got for their mformacion? That means that the 
Government are really at lault. They employ people who are not trust¬ 
worthy, who have been keepaig them ignorant and have been giving them 
falsf. information. They do not rece.ve proper .nformation at all as to 
whnt 18 going on in the country and they have been sleep.ng. Therefore, it 
is ihr; Government which is at fault. Tne Government of India Executive 
Counc.llors may say, “I am not here at my choice”. But whoever has 
choser them, whosesover fault it may be to have chosen them, they 
are the peisons wlio have been chosen, and they have chosen the wrong 
people. They have not been getting proper information in order to cope 
with the situation in the country. There ought to have been a propet 
handling at this time. One set of people may say, the Congress is cer¬ 
tainly lespons.ble. But there are othep parties who are not in the Gov- 
cri.merit and are ready to help but their co-operation the Government do 
not want Government do not care a fig for (heir co-operation and as 
long IIS they do not take into their confidence the proper section of the 
people, the only thing which they can get is the third rate people in their 
employ who w.tl give only lalse reports and they will have to act on those 
fats3 reports. The result will be that one day they will wake up from their 
sleep and find that there is a revolutioj^ in this country. 

What is this revolution and how did it coini'? Wliy did not the 
Government take steps dur.ng the last two years to find out what was 
being hatched in the country? Did this organisation come to do thing!- 
simultuneously over one night? For the Honourable the Home Member 
says that on the 11th and 12th there was simultaneously evcrywher* 
dei,truction of communications. Same kind of act on had been taken all 
over India, in all places wherever the communications had been and 
would have helped the Japanese if they had chosen to attack at that time 
It is very surprising that the Government came to know only after the 
lltli and 12th that there was such an organisaton. Why did they not 
know it beforehand? How can we entrust our lives and our projierties 
into the hands of people who cannot even safeguard and save the pro 
perty of the Government itseli? I cannot say that I can endorse all tliat 
had been done.i I say thfit the Government must know that there are three 
parties in the Congress. There are three wings, one committed to non- 
violenc^e. one is the Commun st Party which .s siding with Government, 
and thcic i» another party which goes by the name of Forward Bloc vihich 
iiob>'dy can conlrol. They all go as Congressmen. Nobody can say, this 
is not a Congressman, or that is a Congressman. All are Congressmen. 
Whate* cr that may be, I want that Government should k^ep a proper 
vigilance and must not be that Ijind of Govemm fit which, after the deeds 
had been done, come up and tell horrible stories before us. 

Sopif of my friends have tabled amendments and -I must speak a few 
words on them. My Honourable friend, Sardar Sant Singh, says that 
tbe-.'e should be formed a Government, and first of all the Goverrirnent 
must invil3 the Congress and the Muslim League to form the Government 
If they til not accept jointly, the Congress alone, he says, may be in¬ 
vited If the Congress does not acpppt, then the Muslim League alone 
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should be Juviled. My Honourable friend, Sardar ISant Singh, belongs to 
■a Party—I do not know whether he is speaking on behalf of the Party. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: No. He had no authority to speak on behalf of 
the Party. 


Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: I see that he had no authority behind 
him of his Party. These are only his personal views. Kor h,'s informa¬ 
tion 1 may tell him that Mahatma Gandhi, just before he was ar. ested, 
elucidated the ’nts winch were made by Maulanu Abul Kalain Afud 
Maulana Abul ' lam Azad said tliat the Congress would wclenu'i if the 
Muslim League were to form the Government. One gentleman who had 
his ovyn doubts about this statement approached Mahatma Gandhi who 
made clear what Maulana Abul Kalam Azad meant. Mahutrna Gandhi 
said in his writing as reproduced in the ‘Tribune’ of the 20th August: 

‘With reference to your letter giving me the purport ot your conversation. I 
wish to say in as clear a language as possible that . . Maulana Abul Kalam Azad’s 

published offer to the Muslim League was meant to be a serious offer. Let me 
explain it again for your elucidation Provided (this is a big yroviio) the Muslim 
League co operates fully xvith the Congress demand for imincdute independence 
without the slightest reservation, subject, of course, to the proviso that an independent 
India will permit the operation of the allied armies m order to eheot the Aiis 
aggression and thus to help both China and Russia tne Congress will have no ahji'Ction 
(Ac dve$ not say, he will agree) to the British Government tra'ijfeiring all the 
powers which it today exercises, to the Muslim League on behalf of the whole rf 
India includiiig the so-called Indian India.” 

'rheu bo siiysj: 

‘ The Congress will not only not obstruct any Government that the Muslim League 
will foim on behalf of the people but even join the Government in running the 
nai'hineiy of the free State. This is meant in all seriousness and sincerity.” 

One proviso is that the Muslim League must merge itstdr into the 
Congress I As be says, the Msishm League must adopt the resolution 
which hud beea pasted by the Congress Working Committee and support- 
ted by the All-India Congress Committee—the Congress demand of 
immediate iridependfnto for India on tx'rms which have alix'-udy been 
pas.sed by the Congress! That means that the Muslim League must rni'rge 
itself into the Congress, and unless that proviso is acted upon Mahatma 
Gandhi cannot agree. He puts before us'a proviso which he knows full 
well it can never be accepted because the Muslim League had their own 
resoiutlm, and Mahatma Gandhi wants that the resolution passed by 
the Congress Working Committee without any band of rhii .Muslim 
League in it should be accepted by the Muslim League bhndly It moans, 
"You form the Government and I will keep all the votes in my pi.ckid and 
turn you out whenever I like”. Supposing the Muslim League forms the 
Government and the votes remain as they are, for how many days can the 
Muslim League carry on the Government unless the Government is an 
irresponsible Government as the present Government is irresponsible? 
We cannot carry on. the Government with the votes against us, with a 
dagger and^i revolver held at our face, point blank? If we are to carry on 
the Government we'must have the sancMon of the House, that is, the vote 
of the House, if it is going to be a renijonsible Government. But if it is 
going to be under the present constitution, we have many times said, and 
the Muslim League has said, there are only two big communities in the 
oouotry, that is, Hindus and Muslims. 
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Let us have a joint equality so that none may outvote the other in the 
rhi) to day administration rlunng the war and if the Congiess—a big party— 
is not willing to take up tlie responsibiiny, then the Muslim League must 
have at least a majority, just to discharge their responsibility. No res- 
iiou'^ibility can be discharged without a majority. T do not know whether 
S.ndur Sant Singh had seen this or not but tor his information 1 may say 
that this Tribune, which is issued from his province, not only went to the 
extent oi enticising the Mnshm Ijeagne hut it began to imjaitc all kinds 
(1 motives to Mr Jimiah and the Mnshm Iieague Now, the Mussalmans 
passed a resolution that they are ready to co-operate and meet all the 
Party Leaders. The paper says • 

“Tilt ostensible reason for this change in the attitude of tlic ('oiniiiitU e pir.biihly 
IS that the Mahatnia and.other luomineut Congiess leadeis being in prison could not 
reasonably bo expected to approach Mr. Jinnah ” 

When the Muslim League comes to shake hands with other parties and 
18 ready to meet them in diseuscdon, this is the attitude of tiie Nationalist 
Press. I do not know winch nation this Tribune represents but as far as 
I am concerned it represents an attitude winch is not pro-Musinu and it 
does not give proper thought or proper place to tlie Muslun Leogue views 
• Then, Sir, w'hat was the attitude of Mr. Savnrkar and other Hindu 
.Muhusablia leaders? They at once rejected the idea 'I’liey said' “No, 
even if the Congress were to agree, we cannot agree to the Muslim J^eague 
forming any Government”. Therefore, how on earth can wc have a dr-bate 
on the liesolution in this House? What arc tlu- people talking outside 
about thia*^ The Muslim League never said that they ate not willing to 
co-operate They arc willing to co-operate with those parties w'ho are 
ready to take the responsibility on their shoulders, provided they are m 
such a large majority that their voice can be hoard in the coyintry I quite 
agree with Mr. Churchill when he says that the Congress does not repre¬ 
sent the whole of India There are many parties who do not follow the 
tknigress lead and who will never take their lead from the Congress but 
there is one thing which nobody can ignore and that is that in the last 
elections they badly defeated Hindu Mahasnbha. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sn Abdur llahun) The Honourable 
^Member’s time is up. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: I will conclude in one sentence. There¬ 
fore, I cannot support these things. Nor do I agree with Sir Henry 
Richardson when he says that his community will agree to the demands 
w'hich may come later on after the war, because his community does not 
even support the Pakistan demand of the Muslim League. 

N. M. Joshi: Mr. Piesident, it is a matter of great regret to me 
and 1 am sure it is matter of great regret to others that the Party which 
.is the main subject of criticism of the Honourable the Home Member 
and some of the other speakers is not present in this House today. How¬ 
ever, as ifc is not either in the hands of myself or in the hands of this 
House to secure their presence, today, we must carry on the debate as 
best as we can during their absence. 

After having listened very carefully to the speech of the Honourable 
the Home Member, one thing struck me very forcibly and that is the 
colossal ignorance of the Government of India as to the real situation in 
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tins countrj It seemed to me that this Government is completely divorc¬ 
ed from the sunoundingB in which they are working. The Honourable the 
Home, Member began tns speech from the passing of the resolution ol the 
i\il-Tn(Ji.a Congress Committee demanding iiidepeiideuce and mentioning- 
that it tliey did not secure independence tliey will declare civil dis- 
oliedieiice in Ihis coniitry For the proper understanding ot tlie situation 
1 would go a little ba<-l<wards and trace why the Congress passed the reso¬ 
lution M'hich it did in Hoinbay on the 8th August and in tracing the situa¬ 
tion one thing which strikes me again is the failure of the Government of 
India to understand tho feelings and sentiments of tlie iieople in this 
counliy. From the beginning of this war, there have been no people in 
this country who had the least sympathy \vith eittier Fascism or Nazism. 
I'cofile in ihis country are thoroughly imbued with demoeratie ideals, 
Fnlurtunatcly. tlie (jovermnent in this country is a foreign Government 
and most of the sections ol tho people of this oountiy felt that although 
they syrapatlnse with the ideals of democracy they could not play an 
effcetive and enthusiastic part in tins wav unless the people were made 
tree and ilierc was a national Government in this country, Gur Govern- 
mi'/it played with the problem ot I he national Government. Taking 
advantage ot the communal divisions in this country they sat quiet for n 
long time, and then, as a measure of self Government, they introduced a 
lew additional Members of Ihe Executive Council, but nobody thought 
that it was a national Government. After some time, a new situatioii 
iiiose in the political .itinosphere and that is the entry of Japan info tho* 
vva,‘ and the war having approached the borders of this country. Tho 
'Vvding m this country which was already m favour of democracy became, 
stionger but, unfortunately, the same obstacle was felt, namely, that, 
without a national Government the people m this country could not tako 
an enthusiastic and effective pait in this war. Unfortunately, the Gov* 
eminent ot India did not realise this for a long time but the nearness of 
the Japanese att,ack made them alive to the issue and then Sir, St.afford! 
Oipps was sent here with some proposals. 

So far as f am concerned, T feel that the proposals of Sir , Stafford 
Cripps, as far as the future Constitution of India is concerned, were 
suti>>factory, but they were very vague as far .as the immediate present 
was concerned. 

Ml. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I think the 

2 p.jc. Honourable Member would like to stop now. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: If you like, Sir. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on VVedne,^d.iv 
the 16th September, 1942. ' ‘ ’ 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Couneil House at 
Eleven of the Clock. Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim) 
in the Chair. 


MEMBER SWORN : 

Mr. Noel Victor Housman Symons, C.I.E., M.C., M.L.A.. (Govern¬ 
ment of India: Nominated Official). 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

(a) Oral Answers. 


^ 40 *. 

Recent Memorandum of Grievances by titf> Press Association of 
New Dbuhi. 

41. *Mr. K. 0. Neogy: (u) Will the Honourable the Home Member be 
'pleased to state whether he is aware of a memorandum, dated the 22nd 
August, 1942, drawn up by the Press Association of New Delhi for 
presentation to His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General in 
which certain serious complaints h.'ive been made about the restrictions 
placed on the work of Press correspondents by Ihe censoring authorities? 

(b) Is it a fact that the memorandum was drawn up unanimously by 
25 Press correspondents, including Messrs. Standish (represenling the 
Morning Herald and North American Newspaper Alliance), Bemgar 
^representing the United Press of America) Holburn (representin'! the 
Times of London), Watcrfield (representing Reuters) luul Emeny 
(representing the Netvs Chronicle of London), besides representatives of 
the Manchester Guardian, the Press of New Zealand, the State<<Kian. the 
Timtfs of India, Civil and Military Gazette, Madras Mail, Assor-bnled 
Press of India, the United Press of India and the Orient Press of India? 

(c) Will the Honourable Member in charge briefly summarise the 
grievances refen-ed to by the Press Association in this memorandum, 
giving at the same time the Government point of view in regard to each 
point? 

(d) What are the different authorities exercising censorship over the 
functions of the Press correspondents'at New Delhi in respect of publicity 
in India and in the overseas Press, I'espectively ? 

(e) What is the scope and nature of “press advising" apart from 
formal censorship to which the activities of these correspondents have 
been subject? 


fThia qaestion hM .been poatponed to be anawered on the 2lRt. September, 1942 
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(f) Is it a tact that one of the complaints mentioned in the atoresaid 
niemoranduiu is that in messages for publication in 'the Overseas Press, 
Press Advisers require undue preference to be given to the Government 
point of viev^ and that restrictions imposed on the transmission ol news 
relating to the political situnlion render the presentation of a balanced 
picture of the situation in the country difficult? 

(g) Is it a fact that no message referring to Oidi)iuiu;e No. XLI of 
1942 published in tlie Gazette ot India Extraordinary, dated tlic 15th 
August, 1942 (which, inter tun, legalises the shooting ot iln^ person (o 
death if he “appears to be about to attempt’’ to do any act thtt might 
endanger or damage any property which it is the duty of a Gaptairi, or 
any soldier authorised by him, to protect) was allowed to be sent by 
accredited correspondents of overseas newspapers and news agences? 

(h) Is it a fact that the purport of the comments made by ilie Press 
in China on the jiolicy of the Government in arresting Congress leadoi's 
and adopting repressive methoils, M'as not allowed to be puldishod in 
the Press in India? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a), (b), (c) and (f). The memo¬ 
randum in question was not addressed to the Government of India and 1 
can give no information with regard to it. 

(d) All press messages leaving or entering this country are subject to 
mddary censorship There is no general censorship of messages intend- 
•‘(1 tor jniblication onlv m lirba, but rcc ntly, in ac'ordauee with the agree¬ 
ment readied witli the All-India Newspaper Editors’ Conference, o’dcrs 
were issued by the Chief Commissioner, Delhi, requiring factual news relat¬ 
ing to the present Congress dislurliances to be submitted for scrutiny before 
publication in the Delhi newspapers, and as soon us the necessary arrange¬ 
ments can be made that scrutiny will be conducted in association with re¬ 
presentatives of the Press 

(e) Press correspondents Iheinselves frequently submit messages foi 
advice to the press advising staff. Alterations in outgoing messages from 
correspondents are sometimes desirable in order that the messages may be 
safely transmitted out of Ind a by “beam” wireless without giving informa¬ 
tion whieh would be of value to the enemy or which would unnecessarily 
provide material for enemy propaganda. Such alterations .are made, so 
far as is po.ssible, with tlie correspondents’ consent, but are ultimately 
dictated by mil tary considerations. For similar reasons, it is occasionally 
necessary to advise against the transmission of a whole message. 

(g) and (h). I am not prepared to disclose details of the working of 
Military Cerisorshiji Certain conriments from Chinese newspapers wpre 
subrn'.tted for Press advice and the advice given was against publical.ion 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Did the Honourable Member say that the memoran¬ 
dum in question was addressed to the Governor General? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: I said the memorandnm was 
not addressed to the Government of India. 

Mr. K. 0. Neo«y: My question was whether the Honourable the Heine 
Member ’s aware of the fact that a memorandum of this kind was sent? 
If 80 , why should he not go into the iV6**io>‘®ndum straightaway and answer 
the question? 
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The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: A copy of the memorauduni 
was sent to me, but it was not addressed to me. T did not give official 
attention to it. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: In so far as the memorandum contains allegations 
relating to a Department for which he is responsible, did he not think it 
necessary to go into the facts alleged ^ 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: If it is a (juestion of taking 
action on the memorandum, the memorandum imist be addressed to the 
Home Dopartmeut.- If the Home Depariment are required to take notice 
of it, I cannot take up a memorandum which is addressed to somebody else 
."ind make independent enquiry about it 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Now that attention has been drawn to this memo¬ 
randum specifically in this House in relation to a matter which is the 
direct responsibility of tVio Honourable Member, is ho prepared to give 
answer or not to the question that I have put ? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: I pm not prepared to take up 
a memorandum sent to other people. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: The question is put on the basis of a memorandum 
which the Honourable Member admits he has himself seen and which re¬ 
lates to his Department and why does ho not answer the question? 

(No answer). 

Sardar Sant Singh: Does the Honourable Member mean that if the 
Honourable Member in the capacity of Sir Reginald Maxwell comes to 
know of certain fe.cts, it is not bis duty to look into those facts and see that 
justice is being administered in the country? 

(No answer). 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: I do not understand the silence on the 
part of the Honourable Member. Ho does not answer any question put 
to him. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Next question 

+42.* 

Films produced and distributed by the J'ilm Advisory Board. 

43. *Sir P. E. Janies: Will the Honourable Member for Information 
and Broadcasting be pleased to state : 

(a) the number of films produced and distributed by the Film 

Advisory BonVd since its inception; 

(b) the average cost per foot ot thq films so produced; 

(c) the steps that are being taken to ensure the effective and rapid 

production and distribution of Indian news-reels; slid 


tThis question hae been postponed to be answered on the 2l8t September, 1943. 
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(d) whether uny action has been taken to co-ordinate the require¬ 
ments of the Department and the Defence Sen'ices with 
regard to film production and distribution, and if so, wiiat? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a) The number of films pro¬ 
duced by the Film Advisory Boin’d since its inception up to date is 40. 
The number of films distributed by the Board so far is 89. 

(b) (ij The average cost per foot of films produced for the Board b,> 
commercial producers is Its 9 

(2) The average cost per tool ol films pnxluced by the Board's official 
units including salaries of stall and travelling expenses is Es. 8. 

(c) The Twentieth (’entury Fox ('’orporation have made arrangements 
for the production and distribution of Indian news reels under the name 
Indian Movietone news They have engaged six cameramen to film events 
and functions in the- various parts of India. They will be distributing this 
Indian film material, with a suitable portion of foreign news items and of 
items supplied officially relating to Indian troops in India and abroad added 
to it, as a weekly or fortnightly news reel in Flindustani, Bengali, Tamil 
and Telugu to theatres in India 

(d) The question of co-ordniatnig the production and distribution of 
films required by the Department and the Defence Soiwiccs has been consi¬ 
dered; but, as the kind ot films required .and the audience aimed at arc 
different, it is not possible w-ithout iirejudice to quahty and efficiency to 
pool the activities of the two Departments in this field except at one or 
two stages. The staff dnd equipment of both the producing organisations 
are fully engaged on their own w'ork and there would be no advantage in 
pooling them. At stages of production where pooling is possible, as for 
instance processing and the supjilv of raw film, arrangement is being made 
for the w'ork of the two organisations to bo carried on by the same agency 
or at the same place And whenever any of the films [iroduced by the 
Defence Services are found to be suitable for theatrical exhibition also, 
they are distributed by the Film Advisory Board. 

Faiidit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra; Will the Honourable Alember kindly 
enlighten the House about tins • wlial. percentage of these 89 films were 
proiiuced under the direction of the Honourable Member’s Department or 
under the direction of the Dctenci- Department? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwelh These 89 films distributed con¬ 
sist of 40 films produced by the Film Advisory Board whhih J have already 
mentioned, .39 films received from the Ministry of Information, London, 
six films produced by the Director of Public Relations and four films of 
A. R P. produced by the Bombay (lovemnient 

PftDdit Lakshmi Kanta Maitr.*!: Do I take it that no film has been exhi¬ 
bited which has been sent from America? 

Iffie Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: Not unless they are included in 
the 39 films received from the Ministry of Information, London. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Do I take it. Sir, that the Honourable 
Member’s Department has no objection to American films^s such being 
exhibited here on this iiurlter? ^ 

The Honourabl* Bir Reginald MaxweU: There is no restriction so far 
M I am aware of. 
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Bbcbnt Disturbances in Delhi. 

44. *1Si, K. 0. Neogy*. (a) Will the Honourable the Homo Member be 
pleased to make a statement regarding the distiirbances tiiat Look place 
in Delhi since the 9th August last and the steps taken to quell them, 
referring particularly to the resulting destruction of, or damage to, public 
property, loss of human life and other casualties, and tin' oecasicns on 
which fire had to be opened by the Police or the Military- ? 

(b) Have allegations of any excesses committed by the Police or the 
Military in that connection reached Government or the local lulministrii 
tive authorities, and if so, to what effect generally and with what result? 

(c) Is it a fact that stray firings were indulged in by troops in the 
Paharganj area as a result of certain acts of hooliganism there, in the 
course of which several persons, including pardanashin women were shot 
at, while actually inside their houses, and that one at least of these 
persons was sleeping in his bedroom while he was hit? When were the 
acts of hooliganism in that locality committed, and how long aftei that 
wore the firings resorted to? 

(d) Is it a fact that the re^stration of the Hindustan Tim^? staff 
correspondents was cancelled by the Deputy Commissioner of Delhi 
because of their failure to get the account relating to Paharganj firing as 
published m that paper, “Press advised’’? Was the accuracy of that 
account challenged by the Deputy Commissioner or any one else at anv 
time? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a) The official cotnimml(jucs, 
Associated Press of India messages and other reports which tlie Honourirble 
Member will find reproduced in the issues of the Statesman of the 11th, 
12th, 13th and 14th August give a sufficiently clear picture of the disorders 
in Delhi, and T do not think it necessary to make any further statement. 

(b) Allegations of Police and Military excesses hirve come to the notice 
of Government. All the reports which have been received indie.ite how¬ 
ever that on the contrary firing was strictly controlled and pe.rfect discipline 
was maintained throughout among troops and police. 

(c) If by “stray firing” the Honourable Member means the uncontroll¬ 
ed and indiscriminate use of fire-arms, I must answer with an emphatic 
negative. At the same time 1 must ask the Honourable Member to under¬ 
stand that when troops or police arc constrained to use firearms to disperse 
a crowd or to defend life and property against rioters it is inevitable that 
other persons in the vicinity should sometimes be hit. Tt is one of th(i 
lamentable results which are liable to follow when crowds get out of hand 
and commit excesses that innocent persons may suffer as well as the guilty, 
but that there was any deliberate firing at innocent persons is a im nstrous 
accusation for which there is no justification whatever. 

(d) The registration of the correspondents of the newspiqjer mentioned 
was cancelled by the Deputy Commissioner with the full .approval of the 
Government of India, because certain paragraphs in their messages con¬ 
tained allegations which were clearly designed to arouse prejudice against 
the trwps and neither the correspondents nor the Editor made any attempt 
to verify them from official sources. Subsequent investigations have failed 
to substantiate the truth of the allegations made. 
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Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Will the Honourable Member be pleased to state with 
reference to the press account in this connection which of the particular 
allegations are inaccurate, and how is it that no contradiction has ever 
appeared from the Government on this point? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: Is the Honourable Member 
referring to the answer to part (d) of the question’ 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Yes 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: The items which led to the 

cancellation of the registration of the correspondents of the Hhidurtan 
TivicK were the paragraph entitled “Stray shots fired’’ in the report “Im¬ 
provement in Delhi siriiation’’ on page 6 of the issue of the 14th A.tigu.st and 
the leading article entitled “Prevent it” in the issue of the Ifith 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: 1 wanted to know which )»articulan‘ incident referred 
to m that account had been found to be inacciirate on enquiry Tbe 
account contains references to many incidents. 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: I said in my reply lhat sub 
sequent investigations have failed to substantiate the truth of l.he allega¬ 
tions made 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Do I take it then lhat the statement that ihrco men, 
including Mr. Koshal, a clerk of General Headquarters, and the nephew of 
Mr L. P. Varma, a Government contractor, were shot dead is not sub¬ 
stantiated ’ 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: Which persons’ 

Mr. K. C. Neogy: Three men including Mr Koshal, a clerk ol tliu 
General Hcadcpiartcrs and the nephew of Mr. L P. Varma, a Govcrnmenl. 
Contractor, were shot dead. Was that found to he inaccurate, because 
that is under this head “Stray Shota Fired”? ' 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell; I did not say so, it may or jmy 

not be. What I said was that the allegation that there was indisoriminatt 
firing at innoccMit persons was entirely false. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: 1 shall have (o put a few more points in that case 
For instance, it is alli ged that the soldiers chased a man right up to the 
staircase inside Mr. Varma’s house and fired a shot in his staircirse The 
spent bullet is still intact with Mr. Varma and there is a marie on the -a'aH 
of the staircase in his house. Has that been found to be inaccurate? 
Are the soldiers e^pected to run after men and shoot •tfiem ins'de the 
house? 

The Honourable Six Reginald Maxwell: The Honourable iMember has 
admitted that it was a stray bullet and Mr. Varma’s statement has been 
recorded by the City Magistrate on the subject and he admits it to<i. 


Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Who admits it? 
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The HonouiaUe Sir Reginald Maxwell: 1 did not sn^ that there were no 
stray shots in the firing. T said that there were. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Bui I he ])oint is whether the soldiers chased a man 
right up to the staircase inside Mr. Varmn’s house and fired a shot in his 
staircase. Tt is ji (|ueslion of running into a private house 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: As I said there is no substantia¬ 
tion of that allegation, and it wa^ made in the Hindiintan Times before 
any attempt ua*- made to enquire into the iniddent 

Mr. K. C. Neogy: Tlie next allegation is that the soldiers fired shots .it 
people standing on their balconies or peeping through the windows in Tfasan 
Strecd 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: 1 deny that 

Mr. K. C. Neogy; Then there IS another statement on which I should 
like to have the Jlonouraiile Meunber’s testimony. Sardar Teja Singh of 
the X-ray Deii.irtment ot the Irwm ITospilal made a statement that he 
was sleeping in his house when he received an inpiry, the IniMet liaving 
come in iliroiigli .some window 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: Mr Te]a Singli has hunseli 
stated beloi'e I he Magistrate that be w:is bit by a bullet in the left arm and 
he added “.V little later I eame to know that a moi) was fired at ,md 1 was 
hiti ae(*id<>ntiill\" That tv exactly what 1 said in m,\ answc'i to iTat 
question 

Mr. K. C. Neogy: l-|»- could not la* hit when he was sleeping inside his 
'house' ITow doe's the' 1 loiiourabh' Mqmher account foi this? f-Tow is it 
that a iiia'i aetnnll> sleeiiing inside his house could he shot at*’ 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: He was not slee ping Hc' liim- 
self sayv Und hi' was I'ntering the house 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra; Is it u fact tlnd these bnlKt.-. had a 
special knack of entering into rooms through windows and following men 
to staiveasc's inside the honsesv 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: Bullets have a eeitain amonn' 
of ])eneirtition • tlm Honourable Member can find that bv experiment it he 
likes 


Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Kefernng to the answer to part (e) of m,\ (piestion, 
will the TToiionr.able Member please say when .and how long after that were 
the, firings resorted to’ 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell; The firings look plae.e in order 
to suppress the hooliganism while it was going on. 


Mr. K. C. H^: Has the Honourable Member applied his mind to 
:this particular point or is he giving an answer off-hand ? 
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The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: I have, I think, answered the 
Honouiitble MeinI)tr’B (juestion thoughtfully in iny reply already read. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Is the Honourable Member perfectly sure tli.it the 
firings referred .to in this statement actually took place just when the 
hooliganism was being committed.' 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: I think a detailed list of all the 

.shooting showing the exact number of rounds fired .... 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: It is a question of time and not the interval. 

Mr. Qovind V. Deahmukh: In respect of part (b) of the reply in which 
the Hononrahlo Member has stated that the reports which have been 
received deny the allegations of excessive use of force, etc.,' may I know 
from whom uere the reports received, and if any enquiry was made, who 
made it 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: Does the Honourable Member 
want to know on what basis T made this reply^ 

Mr. Oovlnd V. Deahmukh: Yes 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: On the basis of information 
supplied by the officers concerned including detailed accounts of what took 
place and muubeis of rounds fired and the persons in]uved and the circum- 
sfimees in whieli tlie inptries took ]>lace 

Mr. Qovind V. Deahmukh: Were uu.v witnesses in the locality examined 
liy tlic ofiieers and uire the reports made by policemen or anv other officers 
in high positions'’ 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: ft is their business to know 
all theso details Tlu-y themselves go into every case. 

Mr. Qovind V. Deahmukh: I want to know whether the Hononrahlo 
Member has satisfied himself that enquiries were made from persons in 
Mic locality and roundabout where these incfdontR took place by officers 
in high rank'’ 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: J am snlisfiod that the reports 
which 1 hini' recoiv -,1 were made with full knowledge and after adequate 
enquiries 

Mr. Lalchand Navaltai; May 1 know from the ITonourable Member if 
he is prepared to oidcv a judicial enquiry? Tf not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: T hnw already dealt with the 
question.of enquiry in m.v speech yesterday, Sir. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: It is not u question of a departmental enquiry 
that 1 am asking about I am asking if the Honourable Member iu the 
face of these very serious allegations in a place like Delhi is prepared to> 
satisfy the i-ublic bv a public enquiry in a judicial manner? If not, why 
not? ‘ 
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The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: 1 do not know whetheir the 
Honourable Merriber was in his place when I was speaking yesterday, but 
it Ju; will give attention to that he will understand ttie attitude of Govern¬ 
ment. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: I would like to have the answer of the Hon¬ 
ourable Member. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May 1 ask the Honourable Member if he is aware 
of the provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code, which requires a magis¬ 
terial enquiry tc be held alter each such incident, like firing, or deatli due 
tc causes from firing? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: 1 am fully aware oi it It 
appears that the Honourable Member isn’t. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Jf the Honourable Member is aware, it seenn that 
he does not want to be awan.. Has he held any magisterial enquiry into 
these deaths? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: No, Sir. I am not a magistrate. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Are you not expected to know that an inquest, report 
is prepared by a magistrate on the death of a person killed in this 'ushion? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: Yes, Sir. I have b'en (luoting 
from magistrates’ reports in the answers I have given to this. 

Sardar Sant Singh: TFas any magistrate held any inquest into tViose 
deaths’ 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: Certainly, I imagine, Sir As 
I say, these reports w’cwc signed by the City Magistrate. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Were they the riiporls made at an inquest ? There 
is a difference in a inugislraie sitting at home and sending in u report and 
in making a,n iiKpiest report. Hoes the Honourable Member understand 
the differenca between the two.-’ Will he please tell me whether nn inquest 
report was made? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: 1 do not doubt that tlie law \yas 
fully carried out. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Uahiint • Next question 

t48.* 

Pboskcutton on thk Kditok, etc., ok the times and oi the 

Hindustan- 

*Mr. 0. Neogy: (a) Has the Honourable the Home Member 
received n full report of the proceedings that took place before the Addi¬ 
tional District Magistrate of Delhi in connection with the prosecution of 

tCwicelled, the very question having been put down as starred quc-stion No. 100- 
lor answer on a sub.soquent date. 
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the Managing Editor and the Printer .and Publishoi’ of the HindiiHian 
Times, as ' well us the Mditor and the Printer and Publisher of the 
Hindustan, under (he Uetenee of India llulcs foi acting m dcii^ince of 
an order of the Chief Commissioner of Delhi, dated the 17th August last, 
direcling the editors ot all the newspapers of the Province not to publish 
more than three columns of news relating to the mass movemen t sanc¬ 
tioned by the All-India Congress (^.ommittee and the measures adopted by 
Government to deal with the situation? 

(b) Hus tlie attention of (he Honourable Member been particu'arly 
drawn to the observation of (be Magistrate to the effect that one cannot 
compare a mass movement sum tioued by the Congress and the present 
disturbance,s wlicn the didails ol the former art' not known and never saw 
the light of tlie day? 

(e) Having regard U> tlie taihire ot'Government to prove any eonnee- 
tion bi'tweeu (be undisclosed Congress programme ajul the wide-spread 
disturbances (hat took place in (he country, will the Honouralile Member 
bo pleased to state wdiether this prosecution was imdertaKeti hy the local 
administrative authorities after taking anv competent legal opinion on the 
most vital point at issue'■> 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell; (a) Yes 

(b) 1 have read tho Magislrale’s order and can lind in d no passage 
m the language quoted by (he Honourahh' Member. The .ictuu] wording 
of the rclevarir ])ortion ot the order was as follows 

"'I’lic disgiacelul ue(s oi violence and sabotage lo wlntii the mob 
had recourse can be said to Ix' indirectly (lie result o| ihe 
general Congress prograiiune of civil disobedience bni P ean- 
noj, be said that (bey were part of the original mass movement, 
tor the .simple reason (ha( it has not been .shown what that 
rnovernent was ” 

(c) 'Phe ease was put into court hy tho Police after tlie usnul scruliiiy 
by their prosecuting slati' and was conducted m court by ‘lie I’uhlic 
Prosecutor 


Mr. K. 0. Neogy: is it nm a fact that the local Puhhe Prosi'c.ulor 
admitted that there was nothing on record to show what was tho programme 
of tho All-India (kmgre.ss Committee or of the mass movemenl whicn they 
had sanctioned'^ 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: 1 do not think (hce is anv 
profit in discussing in detail the pnxjcedings whicli took place in Court. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: 1 wanted to know wdiether the Governme.nt Prosecutor 
himself made this admission in the course of his argument, and whether it 
IS not referred to i’l the ordei of the magistrate? 

The Honourable Sir Reginala Maxwell: T should rcipiire noi’iec oi that 
as I have, imt the magistrate’s order before, mo. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: fa the PTonourable Member also aware cJf tlie ni.agis- 
trate’s following ob.servation 'I am not satisfied that the demonstrations 
and disorders which followed the arrest of Gandhi and other Congi’ess 
leaders, and the mass movement sanctioned by the All-Tndin Congress 
'Committee are one and (he same'. 
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The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: That is a document to which 
any Member can have access. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: The lionouiAlde Member quoted a particular passage: 
so I wanted to (piote anoth«'r passage 


t47*-48*. 

Sea-bornK Supplies op Salt to the Eastern India Abbas. 

49. *Mr. K. 0. Neogy: (a; Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
please state wbivt are the areas in Eastern India that depend mainly on 
sea-borne supplies of salt from Liverjiool, Red Sea ports and Indian 
ports 

(b) Wbul IS the appruNimnle normal average annual consumption ol 
suit jn such areas, and hon nuieli of it approximately is usually met by 
Hucji sea-borne «u|iphes? 

(c) Are sup].bes of sea-bouie salt being steadily maintained, or were 
there any ui ceituinlies about Huun at any time during the lust few 
months? 

(d) Have tio\erniiie'il considered the possibility of supplas ot sea-boiiie 
salt being eut off or seriously reduced in certain eventualities? What 
are the practical possibilities of replacing sea-borne salt altogether by 
supplies from the (jovernineiit’s inland salt sources, from the points of 
view of workable capacities ot these sources and facilities of regular con¬ 
veyance to the pnncip.il emit res of distribution? 

(e) What progress has been made m the development of luanulucture oi 
salt from sea-waier at siatablt centres near the Bay of Bengal''’ Has an^ 
special step been taken in this direction, having regard to the dilhculties 
of the supply of si‘a-l>orni‘ salt which the Eastern Provinces have', or uiay 
have, to face? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: (a) Assam, lleiigal most of Bihar 
and the northern part of Orissc 


(b) 

Aveiage annual 

Sourt ( of 


consumption. 

supply. 

Bengal 

90 lakhs maunds 

Kiitirely sja-borne. 

Biliar 

•>« .. 

About 40 lakhs are 



importud by sea. 

Assam 

12 „ 

Kntiroly sixi-bomo. 


(c) Owing to shipjnug difficulties caused by the war situation, supplies 
of sea-borne salt could not reach Calcutta in substantial quantities during 
the first seven months of this 3 'eHr and consequently stocks ran very low 
The position gave rise to some public uneasiness. Since then the matter 
has been taken in hand by tlie Government of Bengal and the Government 
of India; ships have been jirovided and sea-Jjorne supplies of salt arc now 
reaching Calcutta in fair quantity. 

tTheso questions have been po.stponed to be answered on the 2l8t Septemlier, 1942. 
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(d) Yes. Government’s inland siit sources, Eajputana, Kharaghoda 
and Khewra between them produce annually about 140 lakhs of • aaunds.^ 
nearly the whole of winch is required for Central, Upper and Northern 
India markets. It is not possible to expand production in these sources 
to liny great extent and moreover they do not produce the kind of salt— 
iinu wlnte sail—wliu h the people m the eastern provinces prefer. However, 
there are large slocks at liajpulana which, if necessity arises, jan be used 
to supjily Bengal and easUin markets. A large portion of the ''asievii 
(loinaud can he met fioni Karaehi and Western India sources. The diffi¬ 
culty is transport hy rail. It -at ony time the sea route became impossible, 
rail transport wouht have to be provided. 

(e) So far us the Central Government is aware, little progres.s has been 
niuee towards the 'levclopineiit of the local salt industry in Bengal. There 
are at present only seven licensed factories and their output is about 25,000 
maunds. In July the Meinbei of the Central Board of Bevenue discussed 
with Minisleis of the Bengal Government, and agreed to a scliorne for 
the cncouragcUK'nt ol salt manufacture by villagers in suitable areas on 
the. Bengal seaboard. The scheme cannot be put into force uni 1 the 
rains have ceased Even, however, if the scheme produces the results 
promised, it can supply only a fraction of the total requirements of 
Bengal 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Will the Honourable Member please indicate v/helher 
in the event of sea-borne salt being altogether cut off from the Eastern 
Provinces, the worklag of Government inland salt source.s could be suffi¬ 
ciently expanded for the purpose of meeting the entire demand of the 
I'jastern Provinces'' 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: 1 have indicated in my reply 
that that would liardly be possible. The inland salt sources could not 
lie expanded in order to cover the whole of tho Eastern Provine^es* demand. 

Pandit Lakshmi Santa Maitra: May I know if we are carrying any salt 
troTu Aden, and if so, what quantity? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: Yes. 

Pandit Lakahmi Santa Maitra: What quantity? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy BaUman: 1 have not got the figures with 
me. 

Mr. S. O. Neogy: Will ll’i Honourable Member indicate the proportion 
to which the present output of llie inland salt sources could be increased 
so that wo nvight know to what extent ultimately the supply of salt for the 
Eastern Provinces might he made if the supply of sea-borne salt falls 
short in the event of the. sea route being stopped. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: 1 am afraid I could not give the 
actual fignrcH of that. In rny reply I have said, however, tha^ there are 
large stocks of Rajputuna salt which, if necessity arose, could be used to 
supply Bengal and the eastern markets. 

Mr. K. 0. M^: The Honourable Member refers to present stocks? 
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The HoncTKible 8\r JeteiD.y Eateman: Ycb. 

Mt. K. 0 Sfiogy; When ihfc present stocks are depleted, 1 ;iin funking 
oi the normal possibility of expansion ot Government-owned inland salt, 
sources for the supply of the total demand of the lluslern Vrovi\^ces if certain 
eventualities happen. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baieman: 11 the Honourable Membe r wants 
precise figures 1 am afraid he will have to put down a question 

Mr. Lalchand Kavalrai: Has the Honourable Member made a y arrange¬ 
ments to see ihat the salt fnau Karachi is exported, if necessary by railway, 
to Calcutta and other places? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Ra i sman: My information is that certain 
amount of the salt from Karachi has been transported by rail. 

InKOUMATION about AND REPATRIATION OF INDIAN PRISONERS oF WAR. 

60. *Mr. K. 0. Neogy: (ay Will the Honourable the Defence Member 
please state wdiether any arrangement has been made for the transmwjion 
of, information abort Indian prisoners of war and Indian civil ponulaticn 
from the enomy-occupied territories? If so, will the Honourable Member 
ind.cate the nature and scope of the arrangements? 

-.(b) Have any Indians been repatriated from any theatre of war to India 
as a result of excliunge of prisoners of war between the Allied and Axis 
powers? If so, whur Is their total number and what proportion docs it. 
bear to the total number ot prisoners of war of British nutionahty released 
so far as a result of such e.'ichange? 

The Honourable Malik Sir Firoz Khan Noon: (u) Information regarding 
Indian Prisoners of War and lnd.an civil population in enemy occupied 
temtories in I’nropc is reeeivt^d regularly under the “Internairu.al Cioii- 
vention relative to the trearment of Prisoners of War” from the Protoctirg 
Power and tne International Red Cross Committee. 

With regard to territories occupied by the enemy in the Far East, 
although Japan has not ratified the Prisoners of War. Convention lier 
Covornment has int.mated an intention’ to ab.de by its covenants. Tn 
spite of repeated requests by His Majesty’s Government both thiough the 
Protecting I’ower and the Internatioiral Red Cross Comm ttee for informa¬ 
tion regarding Prisoners of War and civil population, nothing has so far 
been forthcoming from the .Japanese Government. The Japanese G.ivcrn 
ment has, however, agreed to the appointment of Delegates if liie Inter¬ 
national Red Cross Committee at Hong Kong, Shanghai and Bangkok who 
will report on conditions as soon as these have been investigated. 

(b) The only exchange of Prisoners of War between the Allied and Axjs 
Powers which has taken place was effected in the spring of this year between 
Middle East and Ijuly. I’liis exchange was arranged under Part IV Section 
1 of the “Internali..»ml Convention relative to the treatment of Prisoners 
of War” which provides for the repatriation of permanently sick f.nd 
•disabled Prisoners of War, and included three Indians. The -.lucstlon of 
proportion dv.»es not arise, os the recommendation for repatriation is entirdy 
governed by the decision of the Mixed Medical Commission envisaged in 
the above mentioned Convention, which comprises three doctors of whom 
two are neutrals and one a subject of the Captor States. 
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Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maltra: J)id the Honourable Member that 
three delegates have booM api-ointed and liave been allowed by the Japanese 
to report upon Indian prisoners and others and if so wlieii they were 
appointed ? 

The Honourable Malik Sir Firoz Khan Noon: No; 1 am afiiud you did 
not hear me properlv. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The next queBtion, 
No 51 , is ill excess of Iho number allowed 

Suggestion krOm Friendly Foreign Nation eor Legislation coneerrino 

CERTAIN Special Powers on its Military O^iicers on buiv jn Inlia. 

t61. *Mr. K. 0. Neogy: (a) Will the War Secietary be pleased to state 
whether there was any request or suggestion Irom the Go\ernnienl of au> 
Iriendly fore gn nation, such as United States ot America and China, or 
from any of its representatives present in India, for the enactment of 
legislation .uitlioMsmg the shooting of persons to death by or under the 
orders of its military olheers on duty in India, under a degree of protec¬ 
tion against legal action in e icninstanees specihed in Ordinunee No. NLl 
of 1942 published in the Gazette of India Extraordinary, dated the 15th 
August, 1942? 

(h) Has tne Said Ordinance been specially brought to the notice of any of 
these foreign powers, or of their local official representatives m India? If 
so, has the Orliofmee met with their full approval, or is it considered 'o fall 
short of their expectations? 

Mr. 0. M. Trivedi: (a) No Sir; no such request or suggestion was made 

(b) Cop.es of the Ordinance were sent to the repiesentatives of foieign 
pow-ers in India I have no mfonnation as regards the latter part oi the 
question. 

Employment on Active Service of Members of the University 
'1’raining Corps. 

52. *Mr. Govind V. Deshraukh: (.a) Will the War Secretary please 
state if the train.ng, theoretical as well as practical, of the Uiiivensay 
Tr.'iming Corps is of the same nature und degree us that ot the Ol’ictrs’ 
Training Corps? 

(b) Will he please state if any Members of the University Trahjing 
Corps are now put on tuiy active service? Are Croverninent taking any 
work from them during these times of disturbances; if so, of what nature? 
Do members of the I'niversily Training Corps receive any remune.ation 
or any conce.ssi()ns so far as their University education is concerned for 
rendering such services at present? 

(c) Will he iile.ise slate if the Urban Units of the army arc'used for 
quelling riots, firing on mobs and protecting Government property’ Do 
these units contain members of the University Training Corps? 

M. Trly^i: (a) As a result of the war the training of the 
Officers Tni ning Corps in En'^land. which is now known as the Senior 
1 raining Corps has been conside rably altered and at present there are 

^ ‘“hie, the questioner having exhausted his 
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difterences in nature and degree between tVie training ot the Senior 
Training Corps and that o£ the Cniveisity Tiaining Corps m India. Gov¬ 
ernment are however taking steps to improve tlie s.andurdfc of training in 
the University Training Corps whieh will eventually, it is hoped, bring 
them up to tlie same level of training us the Sen.or Tru.ning Corps 

(b) No member of the University Training Corps is employed on 
active service, nor are their services bemg utilised in a niiluury role m 
the present distm buiices. Tlie last part of the question docs not niise. 

(c) Members of Urban Units are liable under section 9 of the Indian 
Teri'itorial Force Act to be called out to act m support of the Civil powei 
or to provide guards and to support or supplement His Mojesti’s Kegulur 
Foices m India They cun be called out at the discietiou ol the Military 
Coinrnander. Tfiese units do not contain members of the University 
Training Corps. As far as I am aware only one Urban Infantry Unit has 
!)Oi;ii culled out. 

Ml. Oovlnd V. Deshmukh: 'I'lie Honourable Member referred to an 
infuutry unit that was called out: was the reference to the University 
Training (kirps or the urban infantry unit? 

Mr. 0. M. Trivedi: It reiers to the urban infantry unit; it has nothing 
lo do vv.fh the University Training Corps. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: As regards the first part of the question, 
it w'as said that step.s aic being taken to bring the University Training 
Corps to tlie same level as (lie Ollieors Tia ning Corps. Is the HonourahKi 
Member aware that these piomises have been made Inncs out of number 
m the other House as well as here and may I knpw what prevent.s Gov¬ 
ernment from irnpi'ov.ng that training' whieh would enable them to gel 
'iiany more recruits for the King’s Emergency Commission ofiii-ers? 

Mr. 0. M. Trivedi: The Honourable M mber who is a member of the 
Defence Consultative Committee is no doubt aware that m December last 
certain proposals for improving taeiht.es for training in the University 
Training Corps were placed before that committee, and cert am proposals 
wen approved and action is being taken on those proposals 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh; Will Goverimient expedite these matters 
whieh they are contemplating is nee long? 

Mr. 0. M. TrivBdi: Goveuiment are proceeding w'ltli the question of 
the improvement of facilities with the greatest possible expedition; at 
present some of the matters are under eorrespondenee with the univer¬ 
sities. 

Medical I’rkatmbnt ok Person.s wounded by Firing during Riots in 
Nagpur and Delhi. 

53. *Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Will the War Secretary please state 
if persons wounded as a result of firing by the army during riots in Nagpur 
and Delhi weie given medical treatment by the doctors in the service of 
the Government or allowed to be removed for medical treatment by private 
practitioners, Red Cross Societies and the Air-Raid Precaution organisa¬ 
tions? Were the public or any of these organisations or volunteer organisa¬ 
tions prevented from doing any medical relief work; if so w'hat wore the 
reasons? 
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Mr. 0. M. Trivedi: III Delhi, two Oovermucnt ambulances were called 
out within a few minutes of the first firing in the Chandni Chowk on the 
11th August and iluring the next few days were kept at hand so that 
medical assistance could be given with the least possible delay to persons 
injured by the firing of troops or police. Altogether, during the disorders 
in Itelhi, sixty-one persons were admitted to the Irwin Hospital and 
treated by the Goverumeut doctors there. Air-Raid Precaution staff 
rendered help on several occasions in bringing in casualties, and personnel 
of the .Vir-Raid Precaution Casualty Service rendered most valuable service 
ill the Invin Hospital. No obstacle of any kind was placed in the way of 
private practitioners or private medical societies who showed read.ness to 
help in treating persons injured, and a certain number of eases are known 
to have been treated at private clinic.s. 

The infonnation asked for about Nagpur is not readily available. 

Mr. Qovind V. Deshmukh: May I know it au> Red Cro&s Societies or 
Air-Raid Protection organisation^ were reudoi'iiiy aii> help to persons in¬ 
jured 111 the firing in Cliandui (’liouk reeently ' 

Mr. 0. M. Trivedi: I have already -aid iliat two auibulanceh were 
culled out and that Air Raid JVecaution -.tatf rendered help on several 
occasions. 1 have got no further information 

Mr. Oovind V. Deshmukh: May J take it that the-e organisations did 
their duty only ... 

Mr. 0. M. Trivedi: No sncli inference can be dravin 

Mr. Qovind V. Deshmukh: Tben’what were t'ie«o -oc oin s doing? 

Mr 0. M. Tfivedi; Tbe question really was vvlitihei any obstacles 
wcu placed in the way of lied Cross Societies, ele from rendering help, 
and tbe answer is that no obstacles wore placed. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Is it a fact that in Irwin Hospital blood transfusion 
was refused to sueli patients on the ground that tlicy were rebels? 

Mr. 0. M. Trivedi: 1 have not heard of any such instances. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Is thm allegation known to some Honourable Mein- 
iicrs of the Executive Council who are present hero? 

Sardar Sant Singh: Will the Honourable Member make inquiry into 
this fact? 


Mr. 0. M. Trivedi: I should l.kc to have notice. 

Sardar Sant Sinfh: Will tbe Honourable Member take notice now 
anil make inquiries into this matter? It is .a serious charge of inhumanity 
that is being lei oiled. 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: Will the Honourable Member 
enlighten the Gov^ennnent as to the Honourable Members who were pre¬ 
sent and know the tiling personally? 
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Mr. K. C. Neogy: It is to the knowledge of certain Honourable Mem- 

Tl). 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: Wlio aie those Members? 

Mr. K. C. Neogy: If the Honourable Member wants to know 1 will 

Mr. President ('I'he Honourable Sir Abdur Kaliim). Next question. 
Maulana Zalar All Kiian. 

The Honourable Mr. M. S.. Aney: The Members oi the Executive 
C'cuiK'il lieu' me anxious to know which of their colleagues was present 
mil Know tins personally 

An Honourable Member: They are them.selves anxious to know the 
I' lines ot lueir colleagues 

Mr. President ('I'lie Honourable Sir Abdur liahirn): Next question 
Manlaiui Zal.ir All Ixhan. 

Solitary Confinement in the Lahore Fort of Sardar Sardul Singh 
Caveeshak. 

54. '^Maulana Zafar All Khan: (a) Will the Hoaouiable the Home Mem¬ 
ber be pleased to state wlielher it is a fact that Sardar Sardul Singh 
Caveeshar has la en kejd in solitary contineinent in the Lulioie Fort siuee 
his arrest on the 9th March, 1942? 

(b) Have (jovenunent dene anything so far to transfer Mr. Caveeshar 
to some jail'^ If not, why not/ 

(c) Is it a tact thaX Mr Wace, Deputy Inspector Oeneral, Crininial 
fuvestigat on Department, Punjab, interviewed Sardar Sardul Singh Cavee¬ 
shar in the Cahore Fort about five months after Ins arre.st? 

(d) is it a fact that before Mr. Wace interviewed Sardar Sa'xlul Smgh 
'C-aveeshar, Saidar Salub was allowed some facilities such as the use of 
electric fan, permissi' U to take home-food, one liour’s stroll daily .ind 
permission lo read ne’.vspapors? 

(e) Is it a fact that since Mr Wace’s interview, all the above lacihiics 
have been disallowed to Mr. Caveeshar? 

(f) Will Government state why these facilities have been disallowed to 
Sardar Sardul Suigh Caveeshar? 

(g) Is it a fact that Sardar Sardul Singh Caveeshar is now kept in 
solitary confinement in a small cell without any arrangement for cross- 
ventilation all the twenty-four hours and is even made to sleep inside the 
cell during the night.’ 

(h) Is it a fact that since home-food has been disallowed to Sardar 
;Sardul Singh Caveeshar. he has refused to take jail-food? 

(i) Is it a fact that his refusal to take jail-food has deteriorated Sardar 
Sardul Singh Caveeshar's health? 

(]) How long dv) Government intend to keep him iji solitary confinement 
. ind debar him from the facilities allowed to the prisoners of this class? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell; (a), (b) and (j). It is a fact 
‘that Sirdar Sardul Singh Caveeshar has been detained in a separate room 
m fhe Lahore Fort since March 9th. This has been necessary for reasons 
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of state, which it would not be m the public interest to disclose! and I 
cannot say at present when it will be possible to transfer him to an ordi¬ 
nary jail. 

(c) to (i). It IS a fact that certain special amenities, over and above 
those allowed by tlie Security Prisoners Kules, were originally granted but 
had subsequently to be withdrawn owing to the prisoner’s unsatisfactory 
demeanour. He is now being treated as an ordinary security prisoner. 
He IS allowed to take regular exercise and is supplied with a daily news¬ 
paper. His room is well-ventilated with a window and a large door. He 
is given good/food, is m good health and is not being maltreated in any 
way. When the extra amenities referred to above were withdrawn lie 
refused food for 24 hours as a protest but has been eating regularly since. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May I know if it is a fact tliat tlie unsatisfactory 
dciineanour referred to by the Honourable Member is tlie denifil of certain 
miorniation which was required by Mr. Wace when he visited him? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: I have not got full inlormatioru 
on that point 1 am giving the Honourable Member information which I 
possess and which had to be obtained from the Provincial Government. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May 1 request the Honourable Member to I ell us 
what is the position of this Jjahore Fort and wliat is the difference between, 
detaining a person in Lahore Fort as distinguished from detaining him, 
in sonic jail? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: t think the Lahore Fort is- 
noj classified as an ordinary jail for all and sundry but it is used for pur¬ 
poses of certain prisoners in regard to whom enquiries are proceeding. 

Sardar Sant Singh: If the enquiries have not been completed between, 
the months of March and September, is it not an unusual delay to keep> 
him, in that fort? 

The Honovrfable Sir Reginald Maxwell; Well, Sir, I shall go into that 
point 

Assistant, ADOiTtONAL, Deputy and Joint Secretaries in Government 
OF India Departments. 

55. *Maulvi Muhammad Abdul G-hani; Will ^he Honourable the Home 
Member please state' 

(a) the number of Assistant, Additional, Deputy and Joint Secretaries' 

in every lyepariment of the Government of India (incluiling 
Supply, Defence and Public) and the number of Muslims 
under each categ'^ry, and 

(b) the number of siicli posts to be created in the current year*’ 

' The Honourable Six Reginald Maxwell; (a) The information asked for 
by the Honourable Member is not readily available and its collection would 
involve an amount of time and labour that would not be iustifiable in war 
time. The Honourable Member may however refer to “The Government 
of India Directory, May, 1942, edition’’, * a exipy of which, will be found’ 
in the Gibrarv. 
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(b) The Honourable Member will appreciate that this cannot be cal¬ 
culated in anticipation. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Alimad: The Honourable Member can get the in-, 
formation but he wants that the Home Member also should know about it. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: Are we to understand that the Home 
Department does not even know the actual names of the people and the 
number of the different communities who are there? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: The Directory of May 1942 is- 

not quite up to date, and in order to give precise information it would be 
necessary to call for information from all departments and have tabulated 
it and that is the reason why the Honourable Member has been referred 
to the most recent Directory which gives him the information he wants. 

Definition of “ Anglo-Indians ’. 

56. *Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: Will the Honourable the Home- 
Member please state the delinition of the term “Anglo-Indians”*’ 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: I would refer the Honourable- 
Member to the definition of this term given in clause 26 of Part I of the 
First Schedule to the Government of India Act, 1935 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Does the Oxford Directory give this information? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: I do not know. 

Collective Finesimposed. 

57. *Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: Will the Honourable the Home- 
Member please stater 

(a) the total collective fines imposed in various Provinces \^itrl names 

of the Iccalitu's and amount of fine imposed under o’nc new 

Ordinance of the 13th May, 1942, for sabotage, etc : 

(b) the total population of every such area and the population of 

, Muslims; jiiid 

(c) whether Muslims have been exempted from payment of such 

finest 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a) The Government of India 
have not got complete information. They understand, how'ever, that 
Provincial Governrnerfts have issued communiques on the subiect. 

(b) The Government, of India have no information 

(c) The Government of India have called for information from Provin¬ 
cial Governments on this point. Their replies are not yet complete but 
ri'liorts so far received indicate that the general practice adopted b/ Pro- 
viuf-cs has been to treat each case on its merits but not to realise collective 
fines from Muslims unless the latter were definitely implicated in the acts 
on account of which the fine was levied. 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: Arising out of nart (c) of the question- 
niay I know whether any instructions have been issued by the Government 
of India? 
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The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: No instructions have so far 
been issued on the subject. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Are the Government aware of the consequences 
•K\dncdi will end .n greater bitteiaess m the people against the Government 
it I he collective lines are really realisedD.d the Government consider 
tiii-i question? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: I should think that is a 
matter of oj)in.on. 

Sardar Sant Singh: T am asking whether Government realise! ft 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) Next question. 

Gasiialties and Damage during Recent Disturbances. 

58. *Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Glhani: Will the Honourable the Home 
Moinber please state. 

(a) the places in British India where lathi charges or firing by Police 
or Military have been resorted to from the 9th August oinv-ard 
as far as available and the number injured or killed as a result 
thereof; 

(h) the number of persons or Government ^ervants or officers injured 
and killed during the recent distmhance by the rioters or 
mobs in every Province dnd locality, 

(c) the number of properties burnt or damaged (i) by rioters and (li) 
by Police or Military, and the extent of damage deme; and, 

fd) the number of cases of sabotage on the various Railways and (he 
extent of damage done to individual Railway Administrations'’ 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: The Honourable Member will 
understand that it would be quite impossible for me to give him all the 
detailed information he asks for- 

(1) because to do so might disclose information of value to the 

enemy; 

(2) because the number of occasions on which violent mobs came 

into condjct w.th the authorities probably runs into several 
hundreds; 

(3) because much of the information he asks for is primarily the 

concern of Provincial Governments; and 

(4) because our information, and probably even that of some of 

the Provinces, is still incomplete and there would certainly 
be no time to secure complete information Jiefore the end of 
the Session. 

I will however give him such information as is available in answer to each 
part of the question. 

(ii) Tile casualties caused by Police firing according to most recent 
reports are .340 killed and 850 wounded. The figures are however in¬ 
complete, especially as regards parts of Bihar. The casualties caused by 
the military according to most recent reports are 318 killed and 153 
wounded. 



STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


183 


(b) The number of casualties suffered by the Government forces are: 

I’ohce—lit killed and a very large number injured, though, m most 

cases not seriously. 

Military—11 killed and 7 wounded. 

Civil officials excluding P and T. Department and Eailways—7 
killed and 16 injured. 

(cj (i) and (d) As regards tJie property burnt or damaged or other¬ 
wise sabotaged by iioters, I would rehr tlie ilon’ble Member to the 
rejdi^'s given mi the MIh September to Mr K C Neogy’s question No 
and iMi. A N Cliattopadhyaya's question No. 11, in respect of I’ost and 
'lelegrapb and liuilway property In addition, some 70 Poiici' stations and 
jJObts were attacked of which 45 were destroyed, and some 85 other build- 
mg.s were attaeked of which the great majority were di stroyed Thi* 
laile- included a lumibc'r of important bui.dnigs such as courts, treasuries, 
etc., while there has also been considerable damage to Muiucipul and 
private property, details of which are not available 

(c) (n). So far us I am aware no properties have been damaged or 
burnt by llie J’obce or Military. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May I know if the number of injured given in 
reply to part (a) of the question—850—includes persons injured at Lyall- 
f.ur by lathi charge, which number was over 200? 

The Honourable Sir Beginald Maxwell: I was giving the figures of 

casualties caused by firing. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Does it include injuries caused by lathi charge’ 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: Obviously not. I have said, 
caused by firing. 


Air Raids on India. 

69. *Pandit Lakshmi Santa Maitra: (a) Will the Honourable Member 
for Civil Defence be pleased to make a comprehensive statement about the 
air-raids that have so far taken place in this country with special reference 
to; 

(i) their number, date and time and places of ocourrenco; 

(iij the nature and extent of damage caused; 

(iii) the number of casualties; and 

(iv) the nature of air-raid precautionary measures provided in places 

where such raids took place? 

(b) Will he be pleased to state if the A. R. P. Organisations were in 
existence in the places where the air-raids took place, and, if so, did they 
render effective service during and after the raids? 

Mr. N. V. H. Symons: There have been seven air raids on places 
in British India up-to-date, but no town has been bombed. In addition 
there were two raids on Imphal, the capital of Manipur State. 

All the raids occurred in April and May 1942 and took place in full 
daylight at various times between 6-45 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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As regards the raids on British India, with one exception they were 
directed purely on targets of military importance or imagined military 
importance. One was on the 'Port of ^zagapatam, one was near Coca- 
nada, three were on military targets near Chittagong, one was in a 
rural area of Eastern Assam and one, which is the exception I have 
already mentioaed, was delivered by a reconnaissance ’plane which came 
down low and fired some bursts of machinegun fire at workers on a tea- 
garden in Eastern Benga' The only casualty resulting from this attack 
•was one goat killed 

It is not desirable in the public interest to give more exact details of 
the places raided as in some cases the Japanese missed what we believe 
to have been their targets and we do not want to tell them exactly 
where their bombs did fall. 

Th asualty figures for Vizagapatam and Cocanada were published 
(fia the 8th April in a Press Communique which read as follows 

“Detailed figures of casualties m the air raids on Vizagapatam and 
Cocanada on April 6 show that five persons were killed and 
40 wounded in Vizagapatam and one killed and five wounded 
m Cocanada 

It is not intended, as a normal practice, to give detailed figures of 
casualties sustained in air raids. Experience in the United 
Kingdom has shown that information of value to the enemy 
may be conveyed by this means. The United Kingdom has, 
therefore, abandoned the practice of giving detailed figures. 
Detailed ligures are given in the present instance because 
these raids rcpiesent the first Japanese air attacks on India 
and because rumour has placed these very slight casualties 
at a much higher figure.” 

In pursuance of that policy it is not proposed to publish the total 
figures of civilians killed yet as they could be related by the enemy to 
this particular series of raids. The number, however, is not high and 
this may be ludged when I sav that the sum total of ascertained 
casualties, both killed and wounded, is 285 

Material damage m the raids was negligible 

The Air Paid Precautionary measures adopted m towns classified -as 
possible targets consist of Lighting Kestrictions, Air Eaid Warning 
Arrangements, Air Jiaid Shelters and Slit Trenches, Structural Precau¬ 
tions to buildings, Wardens Service with Eeport and Control Centres, 
Eescue Service, P'ire Service, Casualty and Hospital Ser'U'es, Corpse 
Disposal Organisation, Provision of Mobile Parties for the repair of Boads, 
Water, Electricity, Sewage, Telephone and Telegraph Services and 
Arrangements for Salvage and the Demolition of unsafe buildings. 

There are also arrangements for the care of the homeless, for dis¬ 
persal of the population outside the congested target area and for the 
food supplies necessary for these purposes and also for the consumption 
of industrial labour and essential workers should the normal supply 
organization be affected. 

These organisations were In existence in the towns adjacent to the 
places which were bombed and they were able to render help. The 
service they rendered was, in some cases, distinctly effective. 
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This reply is purposely not made more definite and exact for reasons 
•which Honourable Members will readily appreciate, that is the necessity 
of giving as little useful information* as may be to the enemy. 

Arrests of the Members op the Congress Working Committee, etc. 

60. ’^Pandit Lakslimi Eanta Maitra: (a) Will the Honourable the Home 
Member be pleased to state: 

(i) tJae names of the members of the Congress W'orking Committee 
who have been arrested and the ja'ils where they have been 
kept, 

,'ii) tt'e class under which they have been placed; 

(lii) the amenities, if any, provided to them; and 
Civ) the facilities, if any, granted to them for reading books and 
newspapers, for writing letters and for having interviews with 
friends and relations? 

(b) Is there any foundation for the rumour that they are going to be 
kept outside India? Is it in the contemplation of the' Government to de- 
poit them from India? 

fc) What is the total number of congressmen arrested in the month of 
August 1942, under the Defence of India Act? Of these how many are 
women? 

(d) Is it a fact that all the members of the All-India Congress Gom- 
irdttee have been arrested? 

(e) Have all those arrests been made by the Government of' Tnd'ia in 
consiilt.uticn with the Provincial Governments or without any reference to 
ilumi? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a) and (b). The Government 
of India are not prepared to give any further information than that 
contained in the communique recently issued by the Bombay Govern¬ 
ment, a copy of which is laid on the table, 

(c) The Government of India have no information. 

(d) No. 

(e) The Government of India have made no arrests. The arrests of 
Mr. Gandhi and the Members of the Working Committee were made by 
the Provincial Governments concerned in consultation with the Govern¬ 
ment of India. The Provincial Governments have, at their discretion, 
made a number of other arrests of persons whom they considered com¬ 
petent, and likely to attempt, tp organise and lead a mass movement. 


COMMUNIQUE 
Bombay, Av^guat SO. 

The Government of Bombay has issued the following communique regarding 
Mahatma Gandhi and Members of the Congress Working Committee who are being 
detained under the Defence of India Rules: "Mahatma Gandhi is in a private 
house where he is supplied with everything necessari- to secure his comfort and the 
kind' of foiid he requires. His wife is with him, as also certain companions, including 
his own medical adviser. 
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“The Members of the Congress Woiking Committee have also been accommodated 
in snitriUle quarters and are supplied with all necessary conveniences ihey are 
in charge of ar officer of the Indian Medical Service All these persons are permitted 
to r.inc'ijion i with the members of their families on personal matters and are provided. 
with newspapers. The health of all is good .”—Vmted Preat 


Sardar Sant Singh: Is the Honourable Member aware that in the 
Punjab a member ot the All-Jndia Congress Committee, Virender Kumar, 
was arrested, alter the Committee was declared unlawful. His brother 
went to give him his bedding Ho was not a member of the Congress. 
He was arrested. Then his father was arrested, because the Unionist 
Government was agamst the paper Pratap in the Punjab and they are 
still being detained in the Shahpur jail? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: I am not aware of'that. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Will the Honourable Member make inquiries as 
to W'hy the iather and the sou, who are not members of the Congress, 
were arrested? Is it on account of the enmity of tiie Provincial Gov¬ 
ernment against these two persona? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: I am afraid 1 cannot undertake 
to make detailed inquiries into all the action taken by Provincial Gov¬ 
ernments under their own powers. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Does the Honourable Member know that this 
qiieslion lias been agitated m this House for a long time? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur llahim). This (question 
relates only to Congress members. 

Sardar Sant Singh: He was arrested in connection with the Congress 
movement, while the father and one son were not members of the 
Con, 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) That is not the- 
question. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Will the Honourable Member tell the 
House if he is not in a position to contradict the rumour that some of 
the leader.s are going to be deported from India? Has he got anything- 
further to add to the communique issued by the Government of Bombay? 

Tne Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: I am not aware of any such, 
rmnour. 1 would refer the Honourable Member to my answer to part 
(b) of the question. The coininuniqud issued' by the Bombay Govern¬ 
ment gives all present information about these prisoners. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Is it not in the interests of Government to' 
contradict this rumour publicly that none of the Members of the Work.- 
ing Committee have been deported outside India? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: That is a matter of opinion. 
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(6) Written Answers. 

Silver sold by Government oe India in London Market since the 
Commencement of War 

62. *Mr. K. 0. Neogy; (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Member bo 
plensed tc. state the amount of silver sold by the Government of India m 
the London Market since the commencement of t.nj AV.ir, ^\eur by year, inul 
tlie rate al whicli it was sold from tune to time? 

(b) Is it a fact that silver from the reserves of the GovCTmneiit of In lia 
is sold by Government to His Majesty's Governrueni at a pru e lower iLan 
the oiic ruling m the Indian Market? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Government of the United States oi AiiiLrlea 
liave, hiiico December 1941, raised the price lued by tiiem for tlie pnreJia&e 
of foreign silver to 35 1/8 cents per ounce 

(d) Is It a fact that Government’s sales of silver to His Majesty s Gov¬ 
ernment arc made at a loss eompured to the price at which silver is being 
sold in Jndian Markets? If the answer is m the .dtirinative, will the Hon¬ 
ourable Member state the amount of loss thus sustained by the Indian 
Tieusury’’ 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: ,(a) As the sales m question 
are made for essential war purposes the Government do not consider it 
to be 111 the public intere.st to turnish the information required. The 
sales were made at the Loudon prices at the time which are quoted in 
the daily press. 

(b) and (d) It has been the policy of the Government of India for 
some years past to impose an element of luxury taxation on silver, 
and tins was enhaiu,ed shortly after the outbreak of war by empowering, 
the Ifeserve Hank to charge a special licence fee for imported silver with 
a view to the discouragement of hoarding and speculation, lioth of which, 
are anti-social activities m war-time. The Government since then have 
adjusted the price at which they sell in India from their stocks with 
these objects m view. There is, therefore, no relationship between the 
price at which the Government of India sell to hoarders in India andi 
that at w'hich it sells in Ixmdon for essential war purposes. 

(c) The Honourable Member is presumably referring to the small 

rise m tlie Ntnv York open Market price from 34^ to 35 1/8 cents wh.ch 
occurred at the begihnmg of December 1941. The Government of India- 
have no information as to whether this was due to any specific action-' 
on the part of the United States of America Government. i 

Position of the Personnel of the Burma Army evacuated to India. 

63. *Mr. E. 0. Neogy: (a) With reference to the personnel of the Burma 
Arriiv who were evacuated to India after the fall of Burma, will the Hon¬ 
ourable the Finance Member be pleased to state whether they are being 
maintained in India as a distinct Army charged to revenues of the Burma- 
Government? 


tThis question has been postponed to be answered on the 2l8t September, 1942. 
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(b) Ani they treated in India on the same terms as the personnel of the 
Indian Army or of the British Army, in point of pay, allowances and other 
•emolumentb, and is any part thereof chargeable to Indian revcniu's? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: (a) and (b). The Army in 
Burma, when Burma fell, consisted of the Burma Army rt;in- 

forcements which had been sent from India. The latter have been 
reabsorbed in the Army of India on Indian rates of pay, etc., and the 
former are, broadly speaking, still being paid by the Burma Government 
at rates sanctioned by them. 


Payment oe Allowances to Non-Indian Burma Evacuees. 

64. *Pandit Lakshmi Eanta Mjutra: (a) Will Ihe Tlonoui-ablc the Home 
Member bo pleased to state whether his Department is resiionsible fer the 
payment of allowances to the following categories of evacuees from 
Burma 

(i) European; 

(ii) Anglo-Indian; 

(iii) Anglo-Burman; 

(iv) Burman; and 

(v) Chinese? 

(b) If the answer to the above be in the affirmative, will he be pleased 
-to state the scale or scales, conditions and duration oi sucli alLw mecs*'* 

(cl Will he be pleased to state the number, ...lass by class, of the above 
evacuees tii.it have been paid such allowances? 

(d) What is the total amount pa'id<to each clas.-i’ 

(e) lb his Department also responsible for payment to llio Indian 
•evacuees? 

The Honourable Sir ^Reginald Maxwell: (a) The Horne Department are 
responsible lor assisting oil liehalf of their own Governments evacuees 
who are Emopcau Brilish subjects or subjects of Allied or neutral Foreign 
‘States. Tile Honourable Member in charge of the Indians tVerseas 
Department is responsible for Indian and other British evacuees of Asiatic 
origin. 

(b) I lai oil the table a statement giving the particulars. 

(c) and (d) Information regarding the number of evacuees who are 
.receiving assistance is not readily available. 


^(e) No. 
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Assistance is at present given in the form of advances in cash or kind in accordance 
-with the following scale which is applicable to all evacuees, whether European, 
Indian or foreign 


Estimated normal income of 
evacuoe and his family 
or of evacuee’s 
supporter 

Maximum Advance admissible to 
evacuees. 

Single adult earner 
or person nor¬ 
mally ie receipt 
of a remittance. 

Earner or 
receiver of re¬ 
mittance and 
Wife (or adult 
dependant). 

Child. 

1 

2 

3 

4 


Ra. 

Ra. 

Rs. 

lUp to and including— 




Ra. 50 p. in. ... 

16 

35 

5 

Rs. 51 to Rs. 160 p. m. 

30 

.00 

8 

Rs 151 to Rs. 400 p. m. 

60 

100 

12 

Rs. 401 to Rs. 750 p. m. 

100 

170 

16 

Over Rs. 760 p. m. 

150 

260 

20 


All f'dvaiices made under the foiegoing scale are given against undertakings to 
lepey and are subject to an ovei-riding limit of Its. 350 a month for any family or 
group dejienueiit ui'ou a single earner The scale will remain in foue until the end 
-of 1342 vkheii it will be leviewed 


Payment of Allowances to Non-Indian Burma Kvacuees 

65. "'Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Will the Ifouournhle ihe Tlonc 
Mcinbci' be pleased to state if the Cjovciinneut of India is paying allowaia’cs 
to ill I’on-lndmii evacuees on behalf of Ills Maj-.-otv's (joveunnent and mi 
the scales fixed by them? Since when are these allowances being paid .a.d 
wjili what conditions? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: The Honourable Member is 
referred to the answer whicli I have given to his question No 01 rf to¬ 
day All assistance is recoverable and pending recovery is debited to 
Ills Majest) s Goveriuncnl or, in the ease of the tew evacuees from the 
Nother ands Past Indies, to the Royal Netherlands (government. 

Employment op Non-Indian Burma Evacuees in Government op India 
Service.s 

66. Tandit Lakshmi Santa Maitra: (a) Will the Honourable the 
IToiue Member be pleased to make a comprehensive stalcmeut about the 
einplovinent in the services under the Government; of India, of the 
European, Anglo-Indian and Anglo-Burman Officers who had been in the 
higher services under the Government of Burma? What are their scales 
■of p,ay and conditions of service? • 

(b) Is il a fact that the European and Anglo-Indian evacuees from 
Burma who had been in private business or in the service of private coni- 
panie.s there or had been professional men, or bu.sioe&^ rnen or men with 
technical skill, have all been absorbed in the seiNices under the Government 
•of India?, 
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(c) If the answer to llu; above be in the negative, will the Honourable 
Member please state the number that have b'een so employed and their 
^eales f)f pa;> and conditions ot service? 

Tne Honourable Malik Sir Firoz Khan Noon: The ihformation asked' 
for is being collected and will be laid on the table of the House in due- 
course. 

Direction under Defence of India Rules for running a Hotel in the- 
Building occupied by the Alliance Hotet, at i^I.lAHABAU 

67. *Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: (a) Will the FTononrable the 
Defence Member be pleased to slate if it is or it is not a fact that in 
cases where the (loveriiinent requisitions immovable projicrty under rale 
lf>\, Defence of India Rules or gives notice with a view to requisitioning 
any projierty undei sub-rule (.')) (b), they projiose to pay conijiensation to 
the owner for any loss occasioned by such requisition or prohibit ion ? 

(bj Is it or IS it not a fact that mie Mr Torpey. who was running a 
hotel know'll as Alliance Hotel at Allahabad, became an insolvent and 
indebted to the proprietor of the building to the extent of Es. 20,000 for 
arrears of rent, and against wliom and his wife all the eourts ineluding 
the High Court at Allahabad ordered delixery of possession to the ow'iier, 
has continued to run the hotel and retain possession of the building under 
the above mentioned ])rovisions of the Defence of India Rules'? 

(c) Is it or is it not a fact that the Reserve Bank of India, Allahabad 
Branch, had contracted to take the said building on a rental of Rs. 450’ 
per month and the proprietor has been refused permission by the autlioiities 
to let the premises to the said Bank and has been ordered to run a hotel 
in trie .‘aid premises? 

(d) Tf the answ’er to (c) he m the affirmative, will Government be- 
['leased to state whether such a direction, inz., to rim a hotel, c.m ho given 
under rule 75A, sub-rule (5) (b)^ If not, under what authority was it 
given ? 

(e) Do Government in such cases pay compensation to the [lersons whe 
suffer loss duo to such direction if no requisition'is ultimately made? If 
not, why not? 

The Honourable Malik Sir Firoz Khan Noon: (a) Government have- 
paid and propose to pay compensation m respect of immoveable property 
requisitioned under rule 75A or m respect of which a prohibitory order 
has been passed under that rule. 

(b), (c), (d) and (e). The facts are being ascertained and a reply will 
be laid on the table of the House in due course. 


Advertising Agencies selected by the Information and Broadcastings 
Department. 

68. ■'■Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya: ^^a) Will the Honourahle- 
Member for Infonriation and Broadcasting please say if it is a fact that 
all advertisements are distributed by his Department through European 
and Non-Indian advertising agencies and that not a single re]mted Indian 
advirlising agency has been appointed or selected to distribute advertise¬ 
ment on behalf of his Department? 
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(b) If the niis-wer be in the affirmative, will the Honourable Member 
•explain the policy behind this plan? 

(c) If the answer be in the negative, will the Honourublo iMeiuber be 
please.d to state the names of advertising agencies at present worbing on 
behalf of the Department and since when they have been engaged 


The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a) No 

(b) Docs not arise in view of reply to (a) above. 

(c) The adveitismg work of the Department of Information is. placed 
through the following Agencies 


(i) Messrs. J. Walter Thompson Campany (Eastorn) Ltd. (Ainenean) 

(n) Messrs. Adarts Ltd. . .... (Tndionl 

(iii) Messrs. L A Stronaeh and Company (Ttulia) Ltd. . . (Butnh| 

(iv) Me.ssrs D. J Keyraer & Co Ltd . (Bntish) 

(v) M'ssrs Pross Syndicato Ltd. .... (Cndian) 

(vi) Messrs. Oeneral Ailvortn'ng Agency (India) Ltd . (British) 

(vii) The National Advertising Service (India) Ltd . (Indian) 


The dates at which (he above Advertising Agencies commenced working 
•with Government of India are given below : 


Messrs. J Walter Thompson Company (Eastern) Ltd. 
Messrs. L A. Stronaeh & Co. (India) Ltd. 

Messrs. D. J. Keymer & Co. Ltd. 

Messis. Adarts Ltd. 

The General Advertising Agency (India) Ltd. 

Messrs. Press Syndicate Ltd. .... 
The National Advertising Service (India) Ltd. 


j- July 1940 

February 1941 
September 1941 
September 1940 
August 1042. 


The dates given above will reveal a gradual Indianisation. 


Desirabiuty of Political Propaganda Talks from the Delhi Radio- 
Station. 

69. ♦Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya: . (a) Will the Honourable 
Member for Information and Broadcasting be pleased to state if rhe Con¬ 
troller of the Broadcasting Department does not encourage political 
speeches and propaganda to be made through the Radio Station in Delhi? 
If so, would the Honourable Member be pleased to state if that is according 
to policy of the Government? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the'affirmative, will he consider the 
advisability of changing the policy and utilising the Radio for political 
propaganda tallcs as the German and Japanese have from Berlin and 
Tokyo? 

(c) Is there any Indian Officer to guide the Controller in this matter 
or does the Controller act on his own responsibility? Is it not possible to 
curtail music to a considerable extent at this crisis? 


The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a) and (b). It has been the 
policy of the Government of India not to permit the use of All-India 
liadio for party politics of a' controversial nature. I would refer the 
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Honourable Member to the proceedings of the debate in the Assembly 
on 25th September, 1935. Ail-India Eadio is, however, constantly used 
for the dissemination of correct informati(^n about the war situation, for 
guidance on matters relating to the war, for countermg mendacious- 
enemy propaganda and mischievous rumours and for stimulating the war 
effort, and Government do not consider themselves in any way bound to 
abstain from using All-India Eadio to counter any movement likely to- 
endanger the peace and safety of the country. 

(c) The general polioy of All-India Radio is laid down by the Depart¬ 
ment of Information and Broadcasting which, till recently, was m charge 
of an Indian Member of the Executive Council. As regards the latter 
part of this part of the question, since the outbreak of the war there 
has been considerable expansion in the news service of All-India Eadio 
and an increase in the number of programmes relating to the war, which 
has reduced the proportion of music and other entertainment items. It 
is doubtful whether a drastic curtailment of music programmes would' 
either be appreciated by the listeners or be in the interests of the pro¬ 
gress of broadcasting in India. 

Sei\vice rendered by tub National War Front dubino recent 
Disturbances. 

70. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya; (a) Will the Honourable' 
Member for Civil Defence he pleased to state if the organisation known as 
the National War Front isr meant for helping in the Civil Defence matters 
Did this organisation in the different Provinces render any help to Govern¬ 
ment during the demonstration carried on between the 9th August and 31si 
August in all the Provinces^ If so, what sort of service did they render?' 
Are they equipped with any pistols, rifles or revolvers^ 

(b) Is it a fact that some of the members of the National Front in some 
Provinces have resigned on account of the arrests of national leaders and 
adoption of repressive measures? If so, where and how’ many liavc' 
resigned? Who are in charge of the “National Front” force in different 
Provinces and how are the members recruited ? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a) The National War Front 
is concerned with fostering a spirit of determination to protect India and 
beat the enemy and it is therefore part of- its dutry to assist the Civil 
Defence authorities where so required and to stimulate citizens to 
perform th^ir Civil Defence duties. As regards A E P. in most Pro¬ 
vinces the A E P organisations do their own publicity and the 
National War Front merely supplements the work of those organisations. 

As regards village defence parties. Home Ouaids, etc., in the Surma 
Valiev and in B>inibav the National War Front is expected to assist in 
recruiting, etc., while in other Provinces it is not directly connected with 
these activities—though its speakers and other forms of publicity aim 
at stirhulating recruiting The National War Front was not, as far as 
is known, asked to assist in any Civil Defence demonstrations in August. 
Members of the National War Front are not equipped with pistols, rifles 
or other weapons. 

(b) A few' members of the National War Front are reported to have 
resigned on account of the arrests of the Congress leaders; lists of names 
are not available, but the cases reported are few. 
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(c) In six Provinces there are non-official leaders, in two Provinces, 
there are official leaders and in three Provinces there are no Provincial! 
hjaders, but only District leaders. Generally speaking there is no formal 
recruitment, but in some places there has been public enrolment. 

Health op Mr Sabat Chandra Bose. 

71. *111. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya: (a) Will the Honourable' 
the Home Member be pleased to make a statement regarding the present 
state of health of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose? Is it not a fact that he has 
lost goc'd deal in weight and is still running a temperature? 

(b) Will the Honourable Member state if he is getting all the amenities^ 
to which he is accustomed? 

(c) Will th'j Honourable Member state if he requires a change of domi¬ 
cile for his health? 

(d) Is it a fact that his family desired to live with him? If so, what 
decision have Government made in this resjiect? 

(e) Could he be permitted to live with family in his house at Kurseong 
in case the Bengal Ministry agree to take him under its charge? 

(f) In case he is still getting a temperature, will the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber arrange for efficient treatment by physicians from Calcutta? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a), (c) and (f). Mr. Sarat 
Chandra liose had been a diabetic patient for some time before bis arrest 
and the health of such persons can never be entirely satisfactory. Ini 
addition to the regular medical officer in Mercara, he was examined last 
July by an exjicrt from Madras TIis weight at that time was 160 lbs. 
nliieh tills (locloi considered ■‘(piite a good weight for a man of his build” 
His weight has since increased somewhat, although it is still below what it 
was when he was arrest£*d. His temperature has shown a tendency to- 
risc slightly in the evenings but the doctor who came from Madras reported 
that this w'as no more than was common with about half the adult popula¬ 
tion of India, and he considered that his condition in that respect was 
satisfactorv On the other hand, he reported that the heavy rainfall in 
Mercara was having a depressing effect on Mr. Bose and it is, of course, 
a fact that anyone suffering from a chronic disease such as Diabetes tends 
to become depressed during the monsoon and therefore nor. to be so ^vdl 
during this season. The Government have carefully been considering the 
possibility of a change of domicile. With the approach of the end of the 
monsoon this iTia\ not be necessary and Mr. Bose now has a companion 
with him which may help to improve his condition. 

(h) Mr Bose is receiving all reasonable amenities. 

(d) and (e) It is a fact that Mr. Bose’s family expressed a desire to 
live with him in his house at Kurseong Government are not prepared 
to grant this request. 

Arrests and Casualties during recent Disturbances. 

72. *Mr. Amarenara Nath Ohattopadhyaya: (a) Will the Honourable 
the Home Membe»- be pleased to state and lay on the table a detailed list 
of arrests made Province by Province in connection with the mob and’ 
students demonstrations in Delhi, Calcutta, Bombary, Madras, Lahore, 
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Lucknow, Cawnpore, Dacca, Cuttack and Madura^ How many men were 
killed by police and military gunshots on different dates ? How many 
were wounded by gunshots and lathi charges in the aforesaid places who 
had to be sent to hospitals and how many got healed and how many died 
in hospitals? Of the dead and wounded how many were women and 
minor boys and girlsHow many Government officers and employees 
were killed and wounded m the fracas all over the country^ 

(b) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to state if all measures for 
dispersing the crowds were resorted to by Government in all the aforesaid 
places and those having failed police and military had to open fire*’ Is 
(he allegation that 20,000 men, women and children have been killed in the 
fracas all over India ajiproximately true? Who gave the orders for open¬ 
ing fire on the spots? 

(c) What measures have been taken to stop the repetition of such mob- 
demonstrations and also the adoption of aforementioned measures? 

(d) What means has the Honourable Member in contemplation for 
restoring normal condition in the country ? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a) The Honourable Member is 
referred to the reply to Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani’s question No 58 

(b) The Government of India are satisfied, speaking generally, that 
neither the Police nor the Military opened fire until it was necosary to do 
so The allegation that 20,000 men, women and children have been killed 
18 a fantastic exaggeration 

(o) and (d) All necessary measures including the employnic'iit of large 
forces of Police and Military have been taken to stop a lepetition of such 
disorders. In addition special measures have been taken to secure the 
prompt trial of offenders and to enforce joint responsibility for the pro¬ 
tection of communications by the imposition of collective fines c.n the 
inhabitants of those areas in which sabotage took place The Govern¬ 
ment are also glad to notice that m many areas the law abiding po[iululion 
and village defence parties have xio-operated with the authorities in restor¬ 
ing order. 

SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Steps for Elimination of Non-Essential Work in Government Offices 

AND Policy concerning Official Business in the Central Legislature 

during War Period. 

Sir F. E. James: (a) Will the Honourable the Home Meqiber be 
pleased to state w'hat steps Government have taken to 

12 Noon, eliminate, as far as possible, unnecessary correspondence 
and the avoidable circulation of files, in other w'ords, red- 
tape, so as to concentrate official energies on activities directly relevant to 
the war effort? 

(1)) What is the policy of Govcinrnont with regard lo official business 
to be placed before the Central Legislature during the remainder of the 
IV,'tr period and in particular, with regard to the furnishing of information 
in reply to questions tabled by Members? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a) Departments have been ask¬ 
ed to give complete priority to "essential” work and to eliminate "non- 
• essential” work, as far as possible, even at the cost of some efficiency. 
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EsseUtial work is work which is directly related to the war effort or is con- 
comed' with the maintenance of the administration at the niinimuiri safe 
level of efficiency or the preservation of conditions necessary for the stabi¬ 
lity and war resistance of the country or is enjoined by statute or is sucli 
that it cannot be postponed for the period of the war. Departments have 
also been enjoined to adopt quick and summary methods in the disposal 
of work and to avoid all unnecessary rovitine. 

(b) Govenirnent have decided not to proceed with any new proposal for 
legislation unless its purpose is essential or unless it is likely to yield sub- 
staaitially beneficial results at the cost of a relatively small expenditure of 
labour. As regards questions, the policy of Government has always been 
to do their best to furnish all available information in their replies. In 
accordance, however, with the policy described in answer to part (a) of the 
question Government must consider carefully in each case whether the time 
and labour involved in collecting information, which is not readily available, 
would be justified in war time by the importance of the matter. While, 
therefore, qu'st ons in the Legislatu’e relating to “essential” matters will 
as far as possible be dealt with as usual, questions relating* to “non-essen 
tial” matters! will be carefully examined and, generally speaking, informa¬ 
tion in repW to them will be furnished only if they are of reasonable inj- 
portancie <vnd/or information is available or can bo made available without 
much correspondence and research. 


Casualties, Arrests, etc., during the recent Political Disturbances 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Will the Honourable the Home Member please 
state ; 

* (a) the number of persons • 

(i) killed, 

(ii) injured, 

(iii) arrested, 

(iv) detained, and 

(v) imprieoned; and 

(b) the number of places in which firing was resorted to; since the 
commencement of the political disturbances on the 71h Aug¬ 
ust, 1942? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: I would refer the Honourable 
Member to-the reply given by me earlier today to the question put by 
Mauivi Muhammad Abdul Ghani. 

Dr. P, N. Banerfea; Does that reply refer to all the points on which 
information is asked in this question? 

The HonouraMe Sir Reginald Maxwell : No, Sir. it does nfit cover all 
the points the Honourable Member has asked. But as T explained in 
answer to Maulyi Abdul Ghani's ouestion, we have not cot all .th’s infor- 
mirtion complete and tabulated ready to answer in more detail than T gave 
in iny reply to him. 



I KOIHLATIVE ASSKMHLY 


[16TJI SRPT. 1942 

Pandit Lakshmi Eanta Maitra: Is the Honourable Member in a position 
to give us <ui idea of the number of persons who have been subjected to 
uhippinp?- 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: J have not got that information. 


MLECTJON OF A MEMBER TO THE DEFENCE CONSULTATIVE 
COMMITTEE. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) • I have to inform 
the Assembly that up to 12 Noon on Tuesday the 15th September, 1942, 
the time fixed for receiving nominafons for the election of a Member to the 
Defence (ionaultativf Committee only one nomination was received. As 
there is only one vacancy I declare Mr. Naoroji M. Dumasia to be dnlv 
elected. 


FdiKCTTON OF MEMBERS TO THE STANDI NO COMMITTRl-. 

FOR THE POSTS AND AIR DEPARTMENT 

Mr. President (Tho Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) • I have also to 
inform the Assemhlv that up to 12 Noon on Tuesday the 15th September, 
1942, the time fixed for receiving nominations for the Standing C'ommittef' 
for tho Department of Posts and Air only three nominations were received 
As the number of cand'dates is equal to the number of vacancies T deolore 
Mnulvi Miihaniinad Abdul Ghani, Mr. J. Ramsay Scott and Mr Ananca 
Mohan Dam to be duly elected 


ROME DEPARTMENT DECLARATIONS OF EXEMPTION -UNDER 
TITK REGISTRATION OF FORFIGNERS ^CT. 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell , (Home Member^ : Sir, I lay on 
the table a coriv each of Home Department Declaration of Exemption No 
1/3/42-Political (E), dated the 13th May, 1942, and Home Department 
Declaration of Exemption No 1/3/42-Poiiticnl (E), dated the 12th .June. 
1942. 


No. 1/3/42 -Poijticai. (E) 

QOVKRNMCNT OF INDIA. 

HOME DEPARTMENT 


Acw ffelkt, the 13th May, 
llrdarntion of Exemption 


In oxprciBc of the powers conferred by section 6 of the RcRistration of Foreigners 
Ad. 1939 (\VI of 19391, Iho Central Oovernment is oloased to declare that the 
provisions of the Registration of Foreigners Rnles, 1939. export Rule 8. shall no» 
apply to or in relation to. tho services personnel of the American and Chinese l aval 
.nihtarv and nir force .arriving in India in tho discharge of their official duties 


V. SHANKAR, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of In dm 



HOME OEPTT. DBCLABAT10N8 OF EXEMPTION UNDER THE REGISTRATION 
OP FOREIGNERS ACT 


No. 1/3/42-Poutical (B). 

nOVBRNMENT OP INDIA. 

HOME DEPARTMENT. 


New Delhi, the PZthjJlfth Jvtik, 19J,S 
^ Declaration of Exemption. 

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 6 of the Registration of Foreigners 
Act, 1939 (XVT of 1939), and in superse sion of the Home Depai-tinenl iiotiReation 
No. 1/3/42-Political (E), dated t' e 13th May, 1942, the Central Governmetit is pleased 
to deelnre that the provisions of the Re'ii.stration of Forei'^ners Rules, 1939, except 
Rule 8, shnll not apply to, or in re'at on to, the service personnel of the American, 
Chinese, Dutch, Fr e French or ©‘her allied naval, military anrl air f tree arriving 
\n India in the discharge of their official duties. 

V. SHANKAR, 

Deputy Secretary to the Govi'rnmen', of India. 


AMENDMENTS TO THE INSUKANCE BULES. 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Barker (Commerce Member) : Sir, I lp,y gu 
the table a copy of the Notificut on of the Department of Commerce No. 
4597*1 (3)/41, dated the 14th March, 1942, regarding further amendments 
of the Insurance Rules, 1939. 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

NOTIFICATION. 


New Delhi, the Utk March, J9Jfi. 

No. 5^-1 {S)Ht—ln (ixerciso of the powers conferred by Bub-scctioes (/) and 
(i) of section 114 of the Insurance Act, 1938 (IV of 1938), the Centr.il Government is 
pleased to direct that the following further amendments shall be made in the Insur¬ 
ance Rules, 1939, the same having been previously published as required by sub¬ 
section (i) of the said section, namely :— 

I. In the, said Rules— 

1. In rule 6, after the words “of the Act”, the words, brackets, figure and letter 
“or a sale or investment under sub-section (9-A) of the said section,” shall be 
inserted. 

2. In spb-rule (3) of rule 9, after the word "purchase” in both places where it 
occurs, the words "or sale” shall be inserted. 

3 In rule 11, to clause (c) of sub-rule (1). the following shall be added, namely •— 
"but not including the proviso to sub-section (7) thereof". 

4. For rule 13, the following rules shall be snbstitnted, namely:— 

"13. (7) A person shall be eligible for election as a director of an insurance 
company under section 48 of the Act, if 

Qna'ltle-itl'iis of elected dimetors oT he holds one or more policies of life 

Insnranee oomP inles. insurance issued by the company^ and 

. satisfying the provisions of the said 
tion and both -the following requirements, namely :— 

(a) the policies shall insure either a total sum, including any bonusea that may 
have sttached to them before the date of election, of not less than 
Rs. 3,000, where the company has at that date been carrying on life 
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insurance business for not wnonnt 

than eight years, or for more than eight years. 

I, a. daU, ,.Ur 

elected director ot the company.’ 

5. In rule 14,— , . , , i 

■ (a) for sub-rule (1) tho following sub-rule shall be substituted, namely . 

) Th. Section ot .dir«M™ und.r »ci.o»_«J>I AetjhaU Uk^ 

issued 


“(1) 'J 


mevting (to ho held at the place where the prineii 


company is - 

by the company, who are eligible 


situated) of the holders of policies of life inaurano 
inanv. who are eligible to vote -t such election _ | 


_ _ the 

?rst”8uch “efec'tVon shall be held"a8 soon as possible after the said section 
becomes applicable to the company”} 

(b) in sub-rule (2)— . „ u 

(i) for the Bgures and word ‘‘28 days” tho words ‘‘three months shall be 
substituted; ' 

(in for the words ‘‘in a newspaper published in a pnncipal language of. and 
circulating in, that Province”, the words "in a newspaper published m 
the English language and, if tho company so desires, in a newspaper 
published in a principal language of that Province, both being papers 
circulating in that Province” shall be substituted} 

(iii) m the first proviso, for the word "three” the word "six” and for the 
words "for attachment to their oolic es a slip setting fo th those quali¬ 
fications” the words "as modified upto date, a notice setting forth such 
modified qualifications”, shall be substituted} 


(c) in sr.b-rulo (3),— 

(i) for the fiQ;ures and word “10 days” the words “two months” shall be 

substituted} 

(ii) after the words “individually by poet” the words, brackets and figure "to 

those policyholders who are eligible to vote and who apply for a certi¬ 
ficate of admission under sub-rule (4)” shall be inserted. 

(d) after sub-rule (3), the following sub-rule shall be inserted, naiiirly :— 

‘‘(3A) An application sent under sub-rule (3) shall give the applicant’s name 
and address and the numbers of And amounts of the sums insured iiy the 
policies by virtue of which he claims to be eligible for el.ction." 


(o) in sub-rule (4),— 

(i) for the figures and word "K days” the words “two months” shall be 
^ substituted} 

V ;ii) after the words “issued by the compsn' ” the words "not less than six 
months before the date of election” shall bo inserted} 

(iii) for P’e figure and word "6 days” the words "one month” shall be substi¬ 
tuted } 


(iv)^ after .the words “tho relevant policy" the words, figures and brackets "and 
shall, in any case, be accompanied by a statement of - the names and 
addresses of the eligible persons prepared to accept office whose appli- 
cations have been received by the company under sab-rule (3)” Iw 
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(f) ik Mb-ni]« (5), after the vrorda “whoM presence ia”, the words “in the opinion 
<of the Chaiiman,” shall be inserted. 

(g) 'in sub-mle (7),— 

(i) after the words “appointing a proxy shall be in writing” the words, 

figures and letters “in Form IV‘A” shall be inserted; 

(ii) fur the figure and word “6 days” the words “one month” shall be inserted; 

(iii) after the words “the date of the meeting” the following Stttence shall be 

inserted, namely :— 

“No policyholder shall appoint more than one proxy irrespective of the 
number of policies he hold.o ” 

(h) in sub-rule (8),— 

(i) after the words “on his own behalf” the words “irrespective of the number 
of policies he holds” shall be inserted; 

(li) after the words “any one candidate” the following proviso shall be inserted, 

“Provided that a policyholder may, if he prefers, vote on one voting paper in 
respect of all the proxies he holas. In that event, the number of 
votes to be given on the voting paper shall not exceed the number of 
directors to be elected multiplied by the number of proxies held and 

the number of votes given to anv one candidate on that paper shall not 

exceed the number of proxies held.” 

^i) after sub-rule (8), the following sub-rules shall be inserted : — 

"(8A) If any policyholder is a lunatic or an idiot, he may vote by his legal 

representative; and if any policyholder is a minor he may vote by his 
legally appointed guardian, or any one of such guardians, if more than 
one. 


(8B) If n polic} has been proposed for, and taken out jointly by, more than 
one person having insurable interest between them, each such person 
shall be entitled to vote as a holder of that policy.” 


(j) to sub-rule (9) the following proviso shall bo added, namely ;— 

“Provided that if the counting of votes in not likely to be completed by 7 
p.u on the date of the meeting, the Chairman may lock, seal and take 
charge of the ballot box in the presence of the meeting and postpone the 
counting of votes by not more than 48 hours. The opening of the ballot 
box shall be done by the Chairman and the counting shall be carried 
out by the same personis as are specified in this sub-rule for this purpose 
within the said 48 hours after reasonable notice of the time and plaee 
where the counting is to take place has been given to the candidates bat 
no others except tho«e whose presence is necessary for the I'urpose of making 
the counting and the declaration. Each candidate or “in his absence hu 
anthonsed representative shall be allowed to be present to witness the 
opening and the counting. The result of the ballot shah then be commu¬ 
nicated by notice published in newspapers as in sub-rule (2) or indivi- 
dnml” by post to all policyholders who were present in person at the 
election or by both methods. 


tk) for sub-rule (10) the following sub-rules shall be snbstitated, namely ;— 
“(10) For the purposes of sub-rule (3) of rule 15,-a list shall be prepared of 
those of the unsuccessful candidates in whose favour any valid votes 
are cast in descending order of the number of such votes cast for each. 
If two or more such candidates have an equal number of such votes 
cast for them, they shall be placed in the list in the alphabetical order 
of their signatures in their applications under sub-rule (3). For th* 
purposes of this sub-rule, no valid vote shall be deemed to be cast for a 
candidate if his own vote is the only vote cast for him. 

<10A) No election shall ^ held at any nie«ting convened under these rules 
onless a quorum of policyholders, holding certificates ism d under snb- 
rule (4) 18 personaUy present at the time when the meeting proceeds to 



LPOI8LATIVE A88SMBI.Y 


[IflTii Sbpt 1942 


m 


baaiueaa The numbei of such certificate holders who must persoMlly be 
present to constitute a quorum shall be five timea the number of directors 
to be elected at that m-ieting 

(lOB) If within halt an hour *rom the time appointed for the meeting a 
quorum is not prese it, the meeting shall stand adjourned to the same 
day in the next week at the same time and place, and it ut the adjourn 
ed meeting a quorum is not present within half an hour from the time 
appointed for the meeting, the policyholders present and holding certi¬ 
ficates issued under sub lulc (4) shall be a quorum 


b fior rule 15 the following rule shall be sulstituted, namely - 
15 (M An election of directors under these rules (other than the first such 
election) shall be held not later than three 
of offlca of dlreitore. the oate of tUe last such 

and aiUna of vacsutles 

At every meeting of policyholders heid in pursuance of sub rule (/), all the 
dircctoiB elected oi appointed und r these lules shall roLiro, but any director so 
retiring shall, if ha remains eligible under rule 13, be eligible for re election 

(3) in the event of a casual vacancy arising among the directors elected or appointed 
under these rules the vacancy shad be lulcd by appointing tno pe so-i ighost in the 
list prepare 1 under sub iiile (lO) of rule 14, who remams eligible under lulc 13 and is 
willing to act as a director 

(4) Any person in the said list who is not appointed m his turn under sub rule (3) 
eithei because he has ceased to be eligible under rule 13 or because of his unwilling 
ness to act shall be removed from tho list 

(6) In the event of there being no person available for appointment under sub rule 
(3), the casual vacancy shall be fill d bj ti o icmaining directors (if not U s than two 
m niunlier) elected or appointed under t ese lules by appointing a per on eligible under 
rule 13, 01 if such directors (or a majoiitj of them) are unable i» agiec upon a 
peison to I e appointed, the appointment shall be decided by lot from amongst the 
persons eligible under rule 13 who have been considered for the appointment bv the 
laid remaining diieotors 

(tf) In the event of there being only one or no sue i rcmiuuiig dire tn the casual 
vacancy shall b filled by an election in accordance with these 'ul^s to b held not 
later than 6 months liom the date cn w’luh fc o vacancy ocrurr d u il ss the company 
sccuids from the Central Government within two months from tit- aid dale an 
ev mptiun for that pm pose fiom th pioiisions of section 48 of ti \ct undei clause 
(A) of subsection (5) thereof 

(7) Save as provided in sub rule (8) my jieison apjointcd oi ilecUd to fill a 
casual vacancy shall be subject to iitu m nt at tho same time is would i avo Loin the 
dircctei 111 whose place he is appointe 1 oi lectod 

ib) An election held in puisuanc il sub rul (6) to fill a casual vacancy shall not 
be reckoned as an election for tho purpose of subiulo (1), except when the total 
nuniLei of directors to be elected bv jjolici holders under section 48 of the Act is only 
one 

(fi) Nothing uii this ink shill I deemed to afieit the application of K gulationa 
78 and 70 in Table A, of the liirst Schedule to the Indian Companies Act, 1913 (VII 
of 1913), to directors elected or appointed otherwise than under tliese rules * 


7 After rale 16, the iollowing lule shall be inserted namely — 

16A An individual to w om i licence has been i sued ^hall, if suk-H licence has 
iHJeu lost, dcstiojed or mutilated, pay a f e of one rupee in the namior provided in 
danse (a) of rule 16 and send tin receipt therefor to tho authority who i su d tho 
licence with tho request that a iliiplicat licence may be issued He shall furnish a 
declaration giving full details regarding the issue and loss, destruction or mutilation 
of the licence and th« mutilated pi ces if any, shall be returned to the aforesaid 
antboruy who may, alter taking all reasonable steps to satisfy himself that the 
original licence issued has betn lo t destroyed or mutilated issue a duplicate licence 
in Form VI with an endorsement thireon that it is a duplicate ” 

8 Aft r rale 17, the following mk shall bo inseited, namclv — 

17A Tho conditions to be satisfied by an inturanca agent to establuh that he u 
a bona fiat insurance agent emplov d bv the insurer for the purposee of the ptovisn 
to subsection (/) of section 41 of t e Act shall be the following, namely — 

(a) He mast have secured policies on aix different livae excluding his own. 
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(b) He roust have been an insurance agent ocntinuously from the time of his 
soliciting or procuring the first policy on each of such six liv^s or pro¬ 
posing for the policy on hia own life whichever is earlier till the time 
wnen the policies on those six lives and the policy on his own life have 
all been issued.** 

9. After rule 19, the following rule shall be inserted, namely ;— 

‘ 19A. Every provident society shall, commencing from a date not later than the 
1st January 1943, maintain at its principal olfico in British India the following 
regist.rs in the forma specified below or as near thereto as possible provided the 
infoniiaiiou to be shown is not reduced thereby in respect of all its transactions 
subsisting on or after that date, namely ;— 

(i) A register of members (but not including membership merely by virtue of 

being a policyholder), proprietors and shareholders.in Form VI-A. 

(ii) A register of director'!, manager, soeretary and other officers. . ..in Form 

VI. 

(ill) A proposal register, m Form VI-C. 

(iv) A register of policies . m Form VI-D, in respect of all policies issued 
from a date not later than lat January 1943 (S parate registers shall 
bo maintained for each contingency specified in or ptescribed under ^b- 
aection (2) of section 65 of the Act m respict of which the society carries 
on businea.s ) 

Jv) A premium regist>^r . .in Form VI-E. 

(vi) A lapse regn.ti r showing the details in respect of each jiolicy which is 

treated by the society as having lapsed.in Form VI-F, 

(vii) A register of claims not including annuities.in Fonn VI-G 

(viii) A register of annuity payments . . in Form VI-H. 

(i.\) A register of aginta in Form VI-I. 
f’lovided that— 

(a) any register printed after this rule is made and por^rt^ng to contain. the 

, information specified in any of the r gisters prescribed.' by this rule shall 

be in the Form prescribed therefor; 

(b) if any of the registers required to be kept in accordance with section 79 of 

the Act. as it stood before the commencement of t’® Inauranoa (Amend- 
m nt) Act, 1941, is not kept, or if any of the regiatoi's so kept is 
exhausted, the society shall maintain forthwith tiie corresponding 
register or registers prescribed by this rule; 

(c) if no registers are maintained corresponding to the registes prescribed by 

ciau-ies (ill), (v) and (vii of this rule, the society shall, c mmencing from 
a date not later than Ist April 1942, maintain the registeis piescribed 
by these clauses. 

(d) it shall not be necessary to show the name of the life inaund in addition 

to the policy-number in the register in Form VI-D, V’l-E VI-F, VI-O 
or VI-11. if tne register concerned is prepared by mechanical means.” 

10 For rule 22, the following rule shall be substituted, namely;:— 

“22 Every return furnished to the Superintendent of Insurance under sub- 
Signutiircs to returns section (3) of section 82 of the Act shall be 

furnished by Provi- sighed in accordance with the provisions of sub- 

dem Societies. section (9) of section 15 of the Act “ 

11. In rule 25, after the word and figures “section 13’’, the words, figures, letter 
and. brackets “or clause (c) of sub-section (9) of a ction 16“ shall be inserted. 

12. After rule 27, the following rules shall ba inserted, namely :— 

“28. The sub-clauses of miscellaneous insurance business in respect of each of 
whioh a separate acet^t ol receipts and payments is to be kept as rrquired nnder 
sub-section (1) of section 10 of the Act on and after the let January 1943, shall be— 

(1) Capital B demption insurance business. 

(2) Continuoas Disability insurance bdsiness. 

(3) Employers Liability insurance business. 
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(4) The btumeaa of uuunng the payment on the happening of each of the con 
tingenciea (a) birth (b) marriage, and (c) failure of urae, each 
contingeacY to constitute a separate business unless the conti igencies 
are combined in a single contract, but not being business comprising 
insurance contracts which are terminable by the insurer at int rYuh not 
exceeding twelve months and under which if a claim ans a the insurer s 
liabi ity to pay beneht ceases within one year from the Into on which the 
' claim arose 

hui the purposes of the Act the business of an insurer shall be deemed to be 
transacted in India or British India according ns the premiums in r spect of those 
tiansactiuns are ordinarily paid in India or British India as the case may be 

I roMded that if any question arises whether anv premiums are oidinanly paid 
insi le 01 outside British India or India the Sup nntendent of Insuraueo shall decide 
tin question and his decision shall be final 

II In the Voims set forth in the Schedule nnn xed to the said Rulcs- 
(fl) for Form III the following Form shall be substituted namely - 

, FORM 111 

(See Rule 5 ) 

^o Sic 

• RESERVE BANK OF INDIA 

Sbcuritibs Depabtmknt 
Calcotta 


''tatement showing the particulars of deposits held on behalf of the 


19 


under section 


of the Insurance iet 19Si 


Loan 

Existing Deposits 
(axcUiding deposita 
withdrawn) 

New Deposits 
Received on 

2 

Total 

Face 

Value 

Book 

Value 

Face 

Value 

Book 

Value 

face 

Value 

Book 5 
Value S: 

> 







8 

1 

Total Securiti s 

Cash 










c 

Oband Total 



c 

Z 

X 


Ceitififcd that the above agrees with the entnea in the books inaiutained by the 
Bunk 


lo 


The Superintendent of Insurance, 

Departm nt of Commerce OovemmeQt of India, New Delhi 


Manager 
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^6) m B’orm IV— 

(i) for the sub-heading, 

"Name of the depositor", the nub-heading "Name of the Insurer" shall be 
substituted : 

(u) after the column headed "Nature of deposits" a column headed "Total 
amount held to be in deposit being th. total amount of cash and the 
book-value of the securities depoait^" shall be inserted. 

(c) after Form IV, the following Form shall bo insertod, namely :— 

“ FORM IV-A. 

I Sro Rulo 14 (7).) 

Instrument of Proxy, > 

— - — -Insuranco Company, Limited. 

I.of..,.in the 

District of.being a holder of policy/polioiea bearing the number/ 

numbers.issued by the.Insurance 

Company Limited hereby appoint.of. 

who is also a holder of policy/policies bearing the number/numbers. 

issued by the abovementionad company or in case the said policyholder fails to attend 

such meeting I appoint.of.who is also 

a holder of policy/polioies bearmg the number/i^umbers.issued 

by the abovementioned company* as my proxy to vote for me and on my behalf at the 

meeting of the company to be held for the election of policyholders' directors on the. 

day of.and at any adjournment thereof. 

.day ot 

dignatdre. 


*Similarly for one further proxy if both the first mentioned proxies fail to attend." 
(d) after Form VI, the following Forms shall be insertod, namely 

" FORM VI-A. 

I See Rulo 19A (t).] 

Register of memben {excluding memberahip merely -by virtue of holding policies issued by the 
Society), proprietors and shareholders. 
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FORM Vl-B. 

[ See Rule 19A (m).] 


Begttter of Du-eeiora, Manager, Seeroiary and other officers 



N0TK8 — 

1 A acparate page must be meet for on h title of ofliti n *, Secretary 

A The ‘ Boraarka' column should show the mode of vaenting oflirp whetl> r l> d(!itli i ■siunatiou, 
etirement, etc 

FORM VI C 


( btH) Rule 19A (%ti) I 
J'jojHj', il Rtgister 



• NOTB.—In eaee a propoxal la rejected or does not reenit In a policy, agalnat columna 4 id7 the amount 
ot advance or depoelt reMved, if any and the date of !ta adjustment with teasona or the date of Its refCndi 
should be sUted 



[ See Kule 19A (tw).] 
Rtgitter of Policiee xaoued. 
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I case of coDtingesdes ether than death, In coin 
happening of which anma are payable relate 
the roin Inanred ezclnding bonns varfea during 
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FORM VI-E. 


[S«eRulel9A(o).] 

Prtmium Se^isUr »t» tvipeet of aUpnmiumt falling duo during the month of . 19 


Policy 

Number. 

Name of the person to whom the 
policy was issued. 

Due 

date 

of 

premium. 

' 

Date 

of 

payment 
of pre¬ 
mium. 

Fartiotilars of 
any other 
payment as 
fees, fines, etc., 
realised on 
the policy 
during the 
month. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 







1. The reziatar should be oloaed et the end of eeoh month end the oloaing should be 
eompleted witiiin A month. 

2. Separate registers should be maintained in respeot of each of the oontingenoies 
speeified in or prasoribed under seotion 65 (2) of the Insuranoe Act, 1938, 

3. A society may, if it eonaiders necessary and desirable, maintain a separate registw 
of the partioulars speoiSed in oolumn (6). provided that the separate register gives alM 
the information in oolamns <1) and (2) with full oron referenoes with this register. 
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FORM VI-F. 

[ See Role IftA (v»).] 


Lapse Begieter. 


Date of entry in 
this register. 

1 

Pohoy 

Number. 

2 

Name 

of 

the 

insured. 

3 

Date of 
commence¬ 
ment of 
insuianoe. 

4 

Due date 
of first 
unpaid 
premium. 

6 

Amount of 
any loan 
granted 
on the 

1 security 
of the 
policy 
and date 
when the 
loan is 
written 
off. 

6 

Date 

of 

revival 
(if any). 

7 









NoTB.~The register should be oloSod at the end of each month and the closing shall 
be completed within a month. 


FORM VI.G. 

[See Rule 19A (vii).J 

Register of Claina not including annuities. 



1. Where there is a series of policies ‘on the same life, each policy must be entered 
separately. 

2. A separate register should be maintained for each class of contingpnOy speoilied 

mm under section 06(21 of the Insuranoe Act, 1230, against which polioira have 
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FORM VI-H. 

[See Rule 19A 

Regitt^ of Olaimo/or onnuUie* or other periodical paymenU. 


Serial J^o.Policy No.. 

Name of life insured. 

Date of intimation of the happening Date of roceipt of 

of the oontingenoy. Claim papers.. 

Name "I . ... 


Address >-of claimant. . 

Title J . . 

Date of first payment... Date and ground of rejection. 


Date and Cause of cessation of payments. 


Due dlitea. 

1 

Amounts duo. 

2 

Amounts paid in rash and 
date. 

3 

Cause of difference if an> . 

4 

1 





Noth.—A separata register should be maintamed for each doss of contingency speei- 
fied in or preaoribcd under section 65(2) of the Insurance Act, 1938, m ra-ipect of wbioh a 
periodical sum is insured to be paid. 


FORM VI-I. 

[ See Rule 19A (w).] 
Register of Agents 


Serial Number. 

1 

Name, 
address 
and all 
other 

occupations. 

2 

Date 

of 

appointment 

3 

Terms 
of re¬ 
muneration. 

+ 

Date who 1 
ceased to i o 
agont. 

S 

Remarks. 

0 



i 





(e) in Form VII, in the first column after the entry “ 7. AotuSMidl ”* entry 
“ S. Medical fees ” shall be inserted and the existing entries numbosm 8 to 13 shall b« 
emumbered 9 to 14 respectively. 


if) in note 7 of the ** Notes relating to the Revenue Account—(Form VII) after the 
words “ revenue account ", the words, figures and letter " and a stateoeant in Form VTl-A 
of the particulars qieeifled therein " shaU be Inserted. 
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{g) after the “ Notes relat%tHi to the Revenue AeeoutU—(form VII) , the fonowinf 
form shall be inserted, namely — 

FORM VII A 

Submitted by the ^^‘ety for the year endmg 



(i) after the sub heading “ Inveetments ”, the brackets and letter ■*(/)" shall be 

inserted, 

(ii) after clause (s) of the clauses m the “ Footnotes to Balance Sheet —(Form VUI) ”, 

the following clause shall be inserted, namely — 

If) Where any part of the assets of a provident society is deposited ib^ any 
place outside British India as security for the owners of pohciee issued 
m that place the balance sheet shall state that part of the assets has been 
so deposited and, if any such part fprms part of the insurance fund in 
respect of any contingency specified m, or prescribed under, sub section 
(2) of section 66 of the Insurance Act, 1938, wall show the amount thereof 
^d the place where it is deposited " 

N R FILLAI. 

Addl Secy to the Oovt of Indut 



MOTIOl^ HE THE SITUATION IN INDIA—conttZ. 

Mr. PrMident (The Honom'able Sir Abflur Raliim): Further considera¬ 
tion of the motion moved: 

That the eiiuation in India be taken into consideration 

Mr. N. M. Joahi (Nominated Non-Official): Sir, when the House rose 
yesterday, I was deahng with the Unpps proposals. If I were on the 
Working Committee of the Congress I >vould have accepted the C'ripps pro¬ 
posals. I would have assumed all the powers which those proposals 
intended to givo and would have used the vantage ground of that power to 
wrest furj-her power from the unwilling British people. That was ihe way 
the Irish jieople secured their independence and I feel that by foLowing 
that method we could have secured our national government. But it will 
be wrong to blame only the Congress for rejecting those proposals. The 
Muslim League rejected tliose proposals, thi* Hindu Maha^abha lejeoted 
those proposals; even Sir Tej Bahadur Hapm and Mr. Jayak.r disapproved 
of those proposals. Sir, 1 leel that m the interests of this country and 
in the interests of winning ihe war, the British people should have acceded 
to give further powers as asked by the Indian National Consress; but the 
British people are not thinking seriously about establishing a Aat.onal 
Government in this country. In the lirst place, they are self-satisfied with 
their own efforts. They say proudly that they have recruited an army 
of one million knowing fully well that for delending n stiia.l country like 
Great Britain they have to keep ready an army of five million people. They 
vain-gloriously talk of the production of equipment and munitions in India, 
but they know very well that the production of munitions and equipment 
in this country is not enough for even a quarter of a million o'! soldiers 
I feel that the British people do not yet appreciate the advantage of estab¬ 
lishing a National Government in this country I have no doubt in my 
mind and I am quite sure there is no doubt m the mil d of any Indian 
present here that a National (loverniiK'nt, instead of raisin, an army of 
one million, could have raised an army of five or even ten millions. I 
have no doubt in iiiy mind as I am sure there is i o doubt in the muid ot 
any Indian Member here that a National Government could have ntensified 
the production of equipment and munitions and increased that production 
even ten-fold. But, Sir, the British people do not yet realise the advantage 
of having a National Government in this country. 

The other day. His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief made a state¬ 
ment that if this country is to be saved, it will be saved by the fighting 
army. Sir, His Excellency the Commander-in-Ch ef and the British Gov¬ 
ernment have forgotten the lesson of Malaya, they have forgotten the lesson 
of Burma and they have also forgotten the experience of China. A well 
equipped army was made to retreat within a few months in Mnlava and 
Burma on account of want of co-operation from people, wh le an ill equipped 
army of Chinese has been successfully defending Ch na for over five years 
on account of full moral support of the people. This jieg’ert of the problem 
of establishment of a National Government in thi^ countrv has e asperated 
not only the Congress but it has exasperated the whole people of the 
country. People want to help in this war. they want to win the war, they 
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want to defeat the Japanese, but, Sir, the people are not permitted to do 
BO through their National Go’veminent. We are reduced to the position 
of mere onlookers in this war. That has created an intolerable position, 
and in order to end this intolerable position, the Congress in sheer despera¬ 
tion tried to seek a sanction to enforce their demand for National Govern¬ 
ment. Sir, T do not approve of the Congress forging the sanction of civil 
disobedience at this critical time. This is a dangerous proposal, risky from 
the point of view of safety of this country, But, Sir, 1 can understand 
how people in sheer desperation resort to methods which they do not approve 
of. If the Congress made a mistake m resorting to civil disobedience, the 
Government of India made a blunder The Congress had left the door open 
for negotiations, while the Government of India banged it in an irrespon¬ 
sible spirit. I feel. Sir, it was wrong on the part of the Goyernment of 
India not to take advantage of the slightest opening tor negotiations. 
Unfortunately, the Government of India think that the, demand for National 
Government is only a Congress demand. It was not only a Congress 
demand, but it was a demand of the whole country, and, therefore, it was 
very wrong nob to Itave yielded to the Congress demand for a National 
Government It was a great mistake of the Governmeni lo have arrested 
the Congress leaders iri.stead of taking advantage of the room for negotia¬ 
tions. The results of the Government’s mistake have been disastrous. 
I do not wish to deal with the blood curdling events of the last few days, 
J shall have another ofiportunity to speak about them before the end of the 
'Session. But, Sir, I have no doubt in my mind tliai as the Government 
took upon themselves the responsibility of arresting the Congressmen, the.\ 
have fired the first shot and so they must retrieve the country from this 
difficult situation by taking the first step towards reconciliation. I.f this 
war is to be won, it can be won only by the co-operation of the pc’Oiile, .ind 
not by keeping the country bitter, as it is bitter today Therefor^, (he 
Government irinst not think of their prestige. There is no loss of prestige 
m yielding to your own people, there is humiliation in yielding to your 
enemy. I, therefore, feel, that the Government of India should retrace 
the steps they have taken. They have made a mistake and they must 
take the initiative in rectifying that mistake They must release the 
Congressmen immediately. It is wrong to expect of people who are in 
jails to reverse their policy. There are people who say, lob the Congress 
first call off the civil disobedience movement. I think it is wrong to expect 
■the Congressmen, while they are in jail to call'off the civil disobedience. 
It cannot be done. It is not even fair, and practicable to expect Congress¬ 
men to do so. I, therefore, suggest, to the Government that they must 
take the initiative in releasing the Congressmen in an effort to reconcile 
the people of this country. 

Sir, the next step which the Government ought to take ia to establish 
a National Government immediately. It is wrong for the Government 
to fihink that there are large communities against the Cemgress. They say 
|hat the Muslim community is against the Congress. But are the Muslims. 
\fith the Government? In any case, it is not only the Congress which is 
boycotting the Government war effort, but the Muslim League also is boy¬ 
cotting the war effort. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan (A^ra Division: Muhammadan Bural): 
No, the Muslim League is not boycotting the war effort. 
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Mr. V. M. JoBhi: Then they say that the depressed classes are against 
the Congress as regards the civil disobedience movement. But, Sir, neither 
the Miiislim League nor the depressed classes are against the Congress in 
demanding a National Government. Therefore it is wrong to say that the 
Congress represents only a very small body ot people in this country In 
any case, if a large bulk of people in this country are against the Congress, 
they are not with the Government It was, therefore, wrong for the 
Government of India to try to -suppress the Congress instead of trying the 
method of reconciliation. 

1 suggest that the Government of India .should reverse their policy 
immediately. Let them take up this question of establishment of a 
National Government in this country immediately in hand. If a National 
Government can be esiublished by agreement, it is the best thing to do, 
but if a National Government cannot be established by agreement, let the 
question be referred to arbitration. If arbitration too is not accepted, I 
suggest that it is the duty of the Government to establish a National 
Government whether there is communal unity or not When the British 
people conquered India, they did not insist upon national unity or the 
assent of the people of this country. Oti the other hand they conquered 
India by dividing us and now when we are asking that freedom should be 
restored to us, they insist that the whole country must unite, that there 
must be unity and so on Sir, it is wrong for the Government to say so 
Let them decide to transfer the power to the Tiiduin people and then 
take upon themselves the responsibility of distributing that power imong 
the main elements of the population in the fairest wav that the Govern¬ 
ment can Some’ years ago the Government gave the communal award, 
but that communal award was not liked by anybody, at the same time 
that communal award was accepted and in practice followed by all people. 
Similarly, if the British people give the communal award as regards the 
distribution of power now, T have no doubt in my mind that the whole 
country will, in practice, follow it and accept it. Therefore it is the duty 
of Government to establish a National Government in the best way they 


Sir, the Government are already late, I hope they will not lie too 
late in establishing a National Government in this country. Whatever 
the'Government may do, I have to make an appeal to the Assembly and 
through the Assembly to my countrymen. I have no doubt that the Gov¬ 
ernment will fight the Japanese, but they will fight the Japanese to save 
a part of their Empire. If the Government are defeated, they can retreat 
to Iraq or Tran or even to Timbuctoo, but I would like to ask my country¬ 
men that if they are defeated by the Japanese where will they retreat? 
Therefore it is the duty of the people of this country to do their very best, 
to do their utmost to defend this country against the Japanese and the only 
way of defending this country against Japan is to forge unity among them¬ 
selves. Every community will have to make a sacrifice in order to secure 
that unity. I would suggest that the majority community, that is, the 
Hindu community should grant the demand of the Muslim community for, 
self-determination. After all self-determination is not such an unreason¬ 
able demand. I would therefore request my countrymen to accept the' 
Muslim demand, and let us unite and form a National Government so that 
through that National Government we can fight the Japanese sucpessfully. 
I ha\e also no doubt in my mind that through that unity we shall 
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•make ourselves free from British domination Sir, that is the way out 
of the present situation and let me hope that the British people and my 
own countrymen will follow that way, therein lies our salvation. Sir, I 
have done. 

Ifr. N. M. Dumaaia (Nominated Non-Offioial): Mr. President, I must 
at once confess that there is general sympathy with and support for the 
demand of independence for India. That demand has been virtually 
granted in the offer brought to India By Sir Stafford Crips. It :8 most 
unfortunate that that offer of complete independence to India after the 
cessation of hostilities was not accepted by the Congress and the Muslim 
League. If it had been itccepted the situation would have been normal 
in India today and we would have been able to present a united front to a 
most powerful enemy who has avowed his determination to conquer and 
rule the whole of Asia. I am sure that a little display of statesmanship 
and wisdom on the part of Mr. Gandhi, who is the absolute dictator of 
the Congress, could have prevented the extremely grave situation which 
exists in India today from developing. Recrimination, however, can terve 
no useful purpose, nevertheless the unparalleled gravity of the situation 
and the imminence of the menace looming over us is such that it is the 
duty of everyone to speak out and to act in order to preserve the test 
interests of the country. 

It is impossible to pass over in silence the fiendish excesses and atro¬ 
cities which have been perpetrated and are still being perpetrated by 
unbridled mob violence in different parts of India. They prove that 
Mr. Gandhi’s teaching of non-violence' has not been taken kindly by the 
masses and they show that no mass movement which is based on 
defiance of the law can remain non-violent Mr. Gandhi’s thoughtless 
campaign has produced saboteurs, not satyagrahis. The Honourable the 
Home Member has gone exhaustively into the tragic occurrences that have 
disfigured the country’s face. T will not therefore, go into the long cata¬ 
logue of events which seem to the result of a well organized movement 
which has brought nothing but disaster to the country. It is most unfor-- 
tunate that attempts have been made to paralyse the country’s war effort 
by industrial strikes. Such a movement would be looked upon with horror 
at any time, but at this critical juncture with a powerful enemy knocking 
at the gates of India the movement becomes positively satanic and those 
who sympathise with or support that movement cannot be well-wishers or 
friends of India. Any man with a spark of patriotism must set his face 
against such a movement. This orgy of lawlessness, disorders, murders 
and arson have produced disastrous results, and the action taken by Govern¬ 
ment to suppress the disturbances ,and restore order in the land did not 
come a moment too early but on the contrary was belated. The Honour¬ 
able the Home Member said that he was not prepared to say whence the 
organisers of the disturbance drew their inspiration. I am sure it is time 
that Government placed before us all the particulars which would distribute 
the blame upon parties that have been responsible for this disturbance. A 
long catalogue of grave charges can be cited against Mr. Gandhi and the 
Congress who demand independence while they themselves are the sole 
obstacles to the grant of independence to India. Mr. Gandhi has always- 
asserted that there can be no independence without unity in India, but this 
very man has disunited India and plunged the country into a state of indos; 
•eribable chaos and mob fury which is rapidly attaining the horrid shape of 
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civil war. No Government worth the name would allow to Mr. Gandhi and 
his colleagues the latitude which the British Government has allowed them. 

The Congress Civil Disobedience Movement is fraught with incalculable 
menace to the country and the position brought about by Mr. Gandhi’s 
“Quit India’ demand is at the present juncture as dangerous as it is 
utterly impracticable, it is an invitation to the Axis power to undertake 
an invasion of India with all its attendant horrors. It has served only to - 
incite mob passions and brought about the present impasse in India. At 
such a time it is gratifying to India that Muslims have shown in 
Mr. Jmnah’s words “remarkable discipline, solidarity and unity’’ in keep¬ 
ing aloof from the Congress movement of wholesale destruction. But I 
say that it is not enough Mr. Jinnah must co-operate with the Govern¬ 
ment in prosecuting war activities". • In this connection I am glad that 
the Horne Member has paid a tribute to the Scheduled Classes whose 
distinguished leader today graces the Treasury Bench, and I welcome 
him on behalf of my Group. 

It is obvious to everyone and even Mr. Gandhi has said again and again 
that no' Government is jiossible in India unless the .differences between 
the Congress and the Muslim League are healed and the gulf that divides 
them is breached and they work together in the common service of the 
country 

The necessity is most pressing for unity in India—unity among all 
communities in order to concentrate all energy, attention and resources 
upon the supMU'e tusk of winning the war. The words “Independence” 
and “National Government’ are dinned into our ears by the Congress 
and by political leaders of every camp and complexion m the country 
without anybody ever bothering to show capacity to attain that aim—a 
state of attairs which reminds one powerfully of Tennyson’s words. ‘An 
infant crying in the night; an infant crying tor the light and with no 
language but a cry.” The recent happenings in India lit^ve proved that 
the innocence of Tennyson’s infant is lacking m the cry of our political 
leaders. We are all desirous and anxious to secure independence for India 
but at present the conditions essential for its success arc absent and there 
are practical difficulties in our way. Both wisdom and statesmanship 
require that tliey should be carefully considered and tackled before attempt¬ 
ing the experiment Otherwise it will add fuel to the fire of communal 
antagonism that is now burning ,so fiercely in the country. A National 
Government cannot be imposed; it is the living expression rf a people’s 
will, and it must be evolved with careful consideration and thought and 
by the achievement of unity, understanding and co-operation on funda¬ 
mental princijiles between tlie elements of the nation. In India, as things 
are today, a National Government can only be possible by understanding, 
agreement and co-operation between the four elements of the realm, namely, 
the British Government, the Indian States, the Congress and the Muslim 
League. So far as the British Government is concerned, we have the 
genuine and generous offer made by Great Britain through Sir Stafford 
Cripps and that offer still stdnds for the Congress and the Muslim League 
to avail themselves of it. By rejecting the offer India lost a grand oppor¬ 
tunity of securing the rights for which Indian politicians are so persistently 
clamouring. The present Executive Council today consists of eleven 
Indians, who are in every sense of the word true nationaliste devoted to 
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the interests of the country. Their appointment and their performance 
have met with general approval. 

Unless wisdom prevails and the Congress withdraws the Civil Dis¬ 
obedience Movement and the “Quit India’’ demand and displays a new 
spirit of compromise, the result will be unprecedented catastrophe and 
grave disaster and even communal strife leading to civil war. It is a 
matter of great satisfaction that at the present juncture the Indian Princes, 
without exception, are making an all-out effort for the successful prosecu¬ 
tion of the war and it is also gratifying to find that an overwhelming section 
of the public which is not imbued with the communal taint is making 
widespread effort to win the war. Only the Congress hampers the war 
effort by Irving to einharruss the Government and at the same time claim¬ 
ing to domineer over all tliose elements which are now striving to defend 
the country 

The great Indian leuders of the past preached tolerance, internal har¬ 
mony, unity and devotion to the cause ot the country. We find no such 
counsel toda;y eithei from the Congress or the Muslim League when India 
badly needs it most. In this welter of turmoil we forget the great services 
• which Englishmen have leudered to this country. In spite of their 
many sms of omission and commission we owe a great debt to them for 
the' long reigii of mternul peace and security against external aggression, 
both-of which the Congress is now trying to destroy. We have .suffered 
from exploitation, we have suffered trom high-handedness of aiikx’ratic 
officials, but the courts of justice which the British have established and 
the education they have given us, the great social reforms they have 
effected, such as abolition of the cruel customs as mtee and infanticide, ' 
prevention of child marriages, leading to the removal of the ban on widow 
remarriages and caste restrictions on sea voy^es, the substitution of law 
and order and security in place of chaos, confusion and anarchy w'bich 
prevailed in the country immediately before the advent of the British rule 
in India and the suppression of Thags and Dacoits who terrorised the 
country—these are all benefits which far outweigh the faults tliat can bo 
charged against the British administration of India. Our political rights 
have been conceded. India’s independence is solemnly promised by the 
British Government, and now to stab it and to embarrass the Allies in the 
prosecution of the war against a ruthless enemy is an unpardonable aiu 
which even God himself will not forgive 

As a sfamicb nationalist, who was Mr Gandhi’s right hand man during 
the first.non-co-operation movement—mean Mr K F. Nariman, in an 
article in a Bombay paper said • ■ ‘ ‘ 

"Like a forward child, the Congress cannot get all that it wants, it will fling 
away, in a sullen mood, even whatever it possesses So either complete Independence 
and till then, nothing at all, not even the existing local or any other particle of self- 
government. If the British won’t quit India, as demanded, wo quit I’ur own house- 
hqlds (i.e., cutting the nose to spite the face, as he has put »t). It may be good 
political propaganda, but it certainly is bad logic, bad tactics, bad statesmanship and 
worse^ strategy, resulting in losing what we have gained after years of struggle' 
without anv hope or chance, for the time being of getting anything more in the 
political arena.’’ 

Will Mr. Gandhi retracn his steps and stand by India in the hour of her 
trial or will he continue to heap disaster after disaster on the helpless 
country? The answer to this query will show whether Indians are fit for 
aelf*-rule or doomed to slavery to which the Congress extremists desire to 
■drive independent elements in the nation. 
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Maulana 21afar All Khan (East Central Punjab: Muhammadan): With 
the commencement of the fourth year of the war we find ourselves con¬ 
fronted with a situation which is very grave indeed. On the Eastern 
shores of India the enemy, Japan, is hammenng at our very gates, and 1 
would not be surprised if, after the rainy season is over, Calcutta and 
various parts of Assam are bombed. On the Western side, a tremendous 
conflict IS raging on the Stalingrad front. God knows what the result 
of this terrible conflict will be It is just within the range of possibility 
that the Germans might occupy Stalingrad, advance towards J3aku, get 
hold of it, go right up to Batum, and then with the Black Sea and the 
Caucasus m their hands they might go on to Persia, ^ind Persia maj 
become the centre of a grave conflict, which might decide the destiny of 
India. It is also just within the range of possibility that the German 
Army, now stationed across Egypt, might not be rolled back and may 
advance instead and occupy the Suez, and then the Middle East position 
would become very complicated indeed. So far as the Muslim countries 
are concerned—from Afghanistan right up to the borders of Turkey and' 
Egypt—their position is a ipieer one. In spite of their friendly relations 
with Britain they say that (hey are neutral. Turkey has declared from 
time to time timt armed to the teeth she stands, and that she won’t allow 
anybody to enter her dominions • and so that is Turkish neutrality. 
Afghanistan has followed her example and repeatedly declared from the 
housetops that in this conflict Afghanistan is strictly neutral. Even the 
weak Cabinet of Persia, which is literally occupied by the British Gov¬ 
ernment, has still the courage to declare that if the Axis Powers attack 
her she will fight only to maintain internal pence and order in the 
countly. 

Under these terrible circumstances, India can only be saved by her 
own efforts. Four hundred imllions of Indians cannot be defeated by any 
power on the face of the earth: and supported by the Britishers she would 
be invincible. So obviously it ought to be the duty of the British Gov¬ 
ernment to see that India is placated and that the political aspirations 
of India are given due consideration. But what has the British Govern¬ 
ment done‘s Instead of placating Indians, instead of meeting their political 
requirements, they suddenly one fine morning arrest Gandhiji and members 
of tlie Working Committ'Oe of the Congress and ban the Congress, although 
this was a bit precipitate. I think the amiable gentlemen who grace 
the Treasury Benches, and who speak in our names, must have advised 
the Governor General to issue orders for their arrest. I remember Sir Firoz 
IChan Noon in one of his speeches reminded ua that during the last eleven 
months there has not been a single instance in which any proposal put 
forward by him has been rejected by the Governor General. Similar 
assertions will presumably be made by the other gentlemen from Mr. 
Aney downwards. So I ask them: “Did you advise the Governor General 
not to arrest the Congress Working Committee and leave loopholes for 
further negotiation*’’’ Because negotiation between the two might have 
ended in an amicable settlement Tf Gandhiji and his colleagues had been 
out, certainly the condition in which we find India today would have 
been different This burning of Post Offices and attacks on the military 
and the police, tampering with communications—all this would not have 
occurred • otherwise Gandhiji would have stultified himself. He believes 
in non-violence; he has believed in non-violence and has acted non- 
violently all these years; and he would not have allowed this state of* 
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things to go on. That section of the Hindus who are carrying on these 
things would have been stopped by hina. 

That is one thing. Then negotiations might have been made with the 
other sections of the country, with the Muslim League. The Musbm 
J^eague, some people say, stands in the way of the independence of India, 
that it is an obstacle in the way of the right solution of this great 
problem. Nothing of the sort. The Muslim League stands us much for 
the independence of India as the Congress or the Mahasabha, The 
Muslim League has not banged its doors against any negotiations with any 
party. Tlic Muslim lieagne has declared in so many words that it is 
prepared to negotiate with all parties on a footing of equality, in order to 
mobilise the resources of the entire country to fight Nazism and Fascism. 
H cannot therefore be said that the Muslim League is averse to any pro¬ 
posal to unite with the other parties. In my opinion the right thing for 
the Government at the present moment would be to cry halt to its policy 
of absolute repression Repression will not solve the problem You may 
kill a few here and a few there, you may shoot down a few individuals 
here and there; but this is not a sporadic disturbance; it is a revolution; 
it is revolution throughout the length and breadth of India The Muslim 
League hag not hitherto joined the civil disobedience movement, which was 
most unfortunate on the part of ithe Congress, because the Congress 
veiy well knew that at the present moment India was threatened by the 
Japanese on the Eastern side and they would hail any disorder within the 
country—as disorder and disobedience mean one and the same thing. 
The civil disobedience movement under the present circumstances must, 
therefore, be condemned. Yet the time may come when the Muslim 
League, which resents the policy of the British Government as much 
as any other party in this country resents it, who have always been let 
down by the British Government in spite of their repeated offers to 
co-operate with them and not to embarrass them, in spite of all these 
facts the Government has never listened to what we say and has- always 
let us down—I say the time may come when the Muslim mav have to 
fight for bis rights and that fight would be very terrible indeed . . 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta (Bombay Central Division: Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural): Five hundred timeaf 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan: Mr Jamnadas Mehta reminds me of the 
fact that the Muslims have five hundred times more guts than these 
amiable gcmtlemen who have been removing fishplates. So the Muslims 
will fight, but not before taking every measure to come to terms with the 
Congress, with the Mahasabha and with the Britisher, whoever he may be 
Our Prime Minister, Mr. Churchill, is a very funny fellow. He tells us 
that these Congresswalas—are nothing but a ?mall group of politicians, 
mischief makers, with certain financial interests behind them That is 
the Congress, he says; and he thinks we will hqlieve it, that the world 
will believe it. T tell him—although I do not hold a brief for the Congress 
—that to ignore the Congress is a folly of the first magnitude. When 
Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan from the Punjab goes to watch the situation in 
the Middle East. Mr Churchill meets him and Mr. Churchill assures Sir 
Sikapdar that this time India will get a square deal. What does he mean 
by India? And what is the meaning of this square deal? If India means 
majority rule, the Muslims will not agree. The Muslims stand for 



218 


LBaiSLATIVB ASSRM&LY 


[16tu Scpt. 1942 


[Msulana Zafar All Khan.J 

Pakistan. I declare on the floor of the House that the Hindus as well as 
Mr Winston Churchill should take note that we have Pakistan as our 
goal and if thig is denied to us we will fight with our back to the wall 
and we will fight against all, whether British or Hindu. 

When my Honouarble friend. Sir lleginald Maxwell, made his state¬ 
ment—which took him nearly an hour—I thought he would place before 
us some statesmanlike and constructive proposal; but lie simply told us 
that five hundred Post Offices were burnt and so many hundreds were 
killed and so many hundreds ueie shot and (hat a systematic and organised 
effort was made by these misehiet makers to eiirry on this revolutionary 
movement. But we have got the picture from another source, which is 
a bit more interesting and T should like the House to join with me in 
enjoying it The orgffn of the Communists of India savs 

"Despair stalks the land Revenue against lepivssion is the orv of the hour 
The police sniash up in one place but there la outburst in another ‘Order’ is being 
restored iii the towns with the police lathi, tear gas and if they aie not e.neugh, 
bullets This does not restore pe.ice; enraged patriots overwhelmed by superior 
force in the towns are branching out into the villages where the police are few 
and fjir between, where the military cannot easily reach Railway tracks are being 
torn up, tiains derailed, telegraph wires cut The Government set out to suppress 
the Gongreas the embodiment of the Indian national movement; it has only set in 
motion forces that are disrupting Indian defence The Government has called into 
being neople’s fury against itpelf, it has only heaitened (he Fascist invaders 
Instead of handing over India to tlic Indian, it has done its worst to sec that India 
goes to the .Taps.’’ 

The constructive side of this problem, 'the stutesmuulike side of this 
problem is for the Uoverniiieiit to try and reconcile tliose who are now 
shut up behind the bars, and create an atmosphere favourable for the 
great parties of this country to come together. The Muslim League haa 
left its door open to negotiate with the Congiess, but Gandhiji, Pandit 
Jawaharlal Neliru and others .... 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan Have banged it. 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan .,re behmd (he h-us With whom 

then to negotiate? So let them out, brmg them out of jail, and in the 
meantime, let men tike Mr. C. llajagopalachari, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, 
Mr. Alley, Sir Sultan Ahmed and others try lo induce the Government 
to create facilities for negotiation, and these negotia^ns may be carried 
on lietween Government and Gandhiji also. The direct result of 
Gandhiji’s release from the jail .ind of his colleague.s would be that the 
disturbances in India would stop. Hitherto .we were told tliat a crore of 
rupees has been lost over the Bailways, 500 Post Offices burnt, and 
lakhs and lakhs of rupees of loss in prijperty sustained. Many people, 
innocent i>eople were killed for it must be remembered that the revolu¬ 
tionary, when he becomes rnad, does not distinguish between an innocent 
person and a guilty person. He kills So many policemen in the discharge 
■of their duty were burnt to death, others were burnt alive. These things 
won’t happen. Otherwise Gandhiji would stultify himself by presenting 
to the world a spectacle of this sort of thing going on while he was out 
So, statesmanship demands, reason demands, equity demands, justice 
demands that something should be done to improve the situation, and that 
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<jan be done by bringing the Muslim League and the Congress together. 
The Mahasabha would follow suit. Lately the Mahasabha has only 
become the mouthpiece of the (Congress so far as the demand for the 
independence of India is concerned, and although the question of Pakistan 
may be taboo so far as the Hindu Mahasabha is concerned, 1 think 
when we heard our friend, Mr, Joshi, expressing the hope that the Hindus 
would accept the demand of the Mussalrnans, there is a ohence of the 
Hindu Mahasabha also coming round to the Muslim point of view. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ahdur liahiiu). Tlie Honourable 
[vlember’s time is up. 

Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab Sikh)- You reminded me yesterday 
that I was lesponsible for the Session being called earlier I would like 
to explain to the Honourable Members of this House what was in the 
background of my mind when I wrote the letter to the Viceroy askaug 
for an emergency Session. 

Mr. President ('I’lie Honourable Sir Abdnr llahim) . Tlie Honourable 
Member need not go into that 

Sardar Sant Singh: IncidcnUill;^ 1 was at Boiubuy on the Oth August 
on business when 1 saw the first outbreak of hostilities against the Gov¬ 
ernment. Amongst other things what impressed me most ^va8 a spectacle 
which' was a new one. I was driving along the Murine Lines of Bombay 
when I saw an Indian policeman, an Indian soldier and a British 
.soldiei standing together. I wondered why three were standing together 
I went aliend and found the same thing. I went ahead further and 
tound the same, till in the whole of the Murine lanes 1 saw sets of three 
persons standing together representing law and order This created an 
impression upon my mind that we were passing tlirough a time when 
an Irulian jiolicer'rian was not tiusted, when an Indian soldier was not 
trusted and tlial was why the ju-esence of a British soldier was necessary 
along with them I saw things happening there. When I travelled from 
Bombay buck to Delhi I found Delhi m turmoil also. Immediately it 
fXJcurred to me that the situ.ation was pregnant with serious and grave 
eonseqlienees, if not a disaster oi the first magnitude, unless something 
was done to improve the situation So I wrote that letter. 1 expected 
and I made it clear in niy lettei that I wanted this Session to be helpful 
in solving the present political deadlock. I stick to that opinion still 
But to my greatest disappointment I find that the present motion has been 
moved by the Honourable the Home Member. Well, we expected the 
Leader of the House to move this motion, but it has entered into the 
bead of the Honourable the Home Member to move it. The second thing 
that struck me most was that instead of any constructive proposal or any 
solution or any formula being placed before the House for discussion, a 
simple motion that political situation be taken into consideration was 
brought before this House The 46 minutes long speech of the Honour¬ 
able the Home Member contained nothing but a narrative of half truths, 
falsehoods and in most cases lies, T will presently show. 

The Honourable Sir l^eglnald Maxwell (Home Member); I could not 
hear exactly what the Honourable Member said. The Honourable Member 
said,, lies. 
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Mr. President (The Honour.*ble Sir Abclur Rahim) The Chair did 
not catcli ,what wonlt- the Honourable Member used. He must withdrtiW 
that expression. 

Sardar Sant Singh: 1 withdraw these words. 1 will say, incorrect 
facts, that have been produced before this House. I was most amazed 
and shocked when I lead tins passage T noted it yesterday but now I 
have got an nuthorifntiAe publication in the Statesman and the. passage 
reads thus • ' 

“One thing quite plain ib th.T,t with an enemy lit our gates and another enemy 
within, then the prime duty of this Government is to undo the harm that has heen 
done as soon as possible and to put this country in a rtate of defence against both ’’ 

An Honourabia Member: What is wrong? 

Sardar Sant Singh: What is wrong about it? Malaya and Burma are 
the clearest illustrations of fighting against two fronts. This shows a 
lamentable lack of understanding of the situation. 

What 18 the present position? 1 accept the position as stated by the 
Honourable the Home Member that the enemy is at the gates of India. 
]f the enemy is at the gates of India, statesmanship required that the 
enemy within the door of India should be appeased, should be contented, 
should be satisfied 

And, after all, wtiat is the appeasement demanded by the people? 

I They want only what the Alhed Nations have been saying day 

after day for the last three years and that is that they are 
fighting for the freedom and democracy of India. We want freedom. 
India needs freedom. If India wants freedom and if it is in your power 
to grant freedom, why delay it? There is no logic behind the thing. {An 
Honourable Member: “Freedom for whom? For the majority?’’) I 
refuse to deal with that question in the twenty minutes that I have at 
my disposal. My amendment is a clear indication of my views. 1 refuse 
to be drawn into any domestic quarrels here. I shall only refer to the 
broad principles in the short time that is at my disposal. 

The Indian National Congress, which has so fur been described as 
the one organised great political organisation in India in the House of 
Commons and outside, so many times has been demanding that freedom. 
From the beginning of (he war, nay, I will go u bit earlier, for the last 
20 years, this constitutional question has been before this country. 
England refused to concede that freedom. At the beginning of this war, 
an unconditional offer of co-operation was made by the (congress, simply 
to be rejected. Next year, another offer came and it was rejected. If 
Sir Stafford Cripps’ proposals had come in September, 1939, they would 
have had a chance of being accepted? but in 1042, it was too late. The 
pity is that the present Government of India, nay, I will go further and 
say, His Majesty’s Government, have always underestimated the strength 
of their opponents. I need not go into the history of the last three years 
of war They underestimated the Japanese power They underestimated 
the strength of the Axis powers and today they are underestimating the 
power of the people of this country. Tlie present position is this. There 
is not a man in India who does not crave for the complete independence 
of this country. Even in England, you have conceded the principle that 
India shall be granted complete independence but the difference is, you 
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Bay —after the war; we say—here and now. That is the difference. 
You put forward certain conditions precedent which yoy know you are not 
going to allow the people to fulfil. It has beeh made clear that so long 
as the British people are in this country an agreement between the two 
communities is impossible to reach. (An Honourable Member. Why?) 
It IS clear. There is no need to go into t-hat. I do not want to be 
side-tracked. If iMr. Churchill wants to know whether it is the entire 
people of India that demand freedom or only a portion of it, why not 
have a gallup poll of a section chosen by yourself I make a proposal, 
that you should have a gallup poll of the students of all the colleges 
throughout India, including all communities and let us abide by the result. 
If you think that the youth is too enthusiastic, you can have a gallup 
poll of the Government servant^g that are employed by you but it should 
be a secret poll Have a secret poll of the Government servants who 
are of your own making and abide by the result. I challenge you. You 
will not get more than ten votes from the Government servants even. 
What,do you mean by saying that the will of the people is not there? 
The will of the people Is there The people want independence and the 
people mean to have it. 

The Government say that atiocities have been committed by the mob. 

1 am not here holding any brief for the Congress I am not here to defend 
theit programme or even their policy. I have not been a follower of the 
lull programme of the Congress, but I say that there is truth in one 
thing and that is that the lesponsibility for the present state of affairs 
IS entirely on the Government Did they think that the arrest of 
Mahatma Gandhi and his co-workers would be taken quietly by the 
country? If they were of that opinion, they have been disillusioned but 
with a tremendous loss of life m the country. The fault has not been 
on one side alone. The fault has been on both sides. My friend, Mr. 
Dumasia, has moved an amendment saying that he approves of the steps 
taken by Government. I shall read a portion of the report' which has been 
made by an independent body, unconnected with the Congress, the 
merchants of Karachi What happened there. That report states three 
or four facts which will be interesting to know and I will ask Mr. Dumasia 
whether he approves of them. (An Honourable Member “Wlio are the 
members?”) There are 12 names. I will give you the names of some of 
them. They are Pardaman Singh, Soonderdas Dharmsey, Sukhdev 
Udhavdas, .Tethanaiid Hiranand, B. T Thakur and so on I will give 
you the full list later on, if necessary The point I want to make is this. 
What defence has the Administration got against these charges. This is 
what the account says: 

"Somt of the youthful victims, mostly students, and sons of respectable citizens 
have stated before the Committee that at the police station after severe beatinoiB by 
slaps, fisticuffs, kicks, etc., they were taken into a room and made to lie down on 
th«r backs, with a plain clothes man sitting on their chest, their feet were lifted’ 
up by another man and they were beaten on the soles of their bare feet with eanes, 
most of them having received 10 to 20 stripes ” 

Then the second thing is this; 

"They were compelled to touch the boots of the Police Officer with their noses and' 
shuffle on the ground on their buttocks or do, what is known in Rindhi, as ‘Gisi’ ” 

Then a most terrible thing happened, which will send a thrill of horror 
through all men who have any sense of humanity left. What is contained' 
in the next passage ebowg that a boy was taken hold of by^a policeman' 
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for tile purpose of committing sodomy on him. (VoiceJi “Shame”.) I 
shall read that passage; 

“One case has been brought to the notice of the Committee in which a Police 
Officer 18 alleged to have asked one of the recruits to select any of the arrested boys 
brought to the police station and who had been severely beaten. The Makrani, it 
lia> been .stated, actually dragged a boy into a room, forcibly removed his pj/jama 
and underwear, but on the latter’s raising a hue cry, he was let off.’’ 

.May 1 ask you whether a series of atrocities that have been mentioned 
here hxlay can beat this utiocity'’ 1 usk the Honourable Member of the 
European Group whether they w ill quietly condone it in the name of law 
and order. This is one Corniiutlee of independent men who have gone 
iiito tlie matter and they have published this report Well, Sir, if these 
thiiiigs have liuppened at one place in the country, do you think they will 
leave a soft feeling for the Britishers or the Police in the bosoms of the 
people’^ lleflect, consider and judge coolly. The time is not when we 
in onr desire to condemn eai’h other forget the real psychology of the 
people, forget the real facts and say that we will fight both the internal 
as well a.s the external enemy Through you, Sir, I want to appeal to 
the Government, pause and think over before it is too late That is why 
I placed a (lonstriictue proposal in my amendment before the House., 1 
am afra.id mv friends are correct when they say that my amendment has 
no chance of being passed in this House. T know that is the case. If 
I wore to be guided byr the verdict of this House, T would sooner be 
in a mad house' than m this place because here reason does not reign 
and the verdict is not given on the merits of the proposition Tt is all 
for jirofiaganda. Put the Government forget at this stage that war is 
not won by propaganda alone Fn making that supreme effort to win 
the war, they will have to win the supreme co-operation, unstinted co¬ 
operation (if I be people of this country So long as the morale of the 
country is down or is converted into active hostility, they cannot win 
this war They will not only ruin themselves hut they will ruin the 
Americans and the Chinese who are here. They will ruin the Allied 
Nations M’^hoso number is 56 or 57 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur "Rahim) The Honourable 
Member’s time is up 

Sardar Sant Singh: I will only say that even if wc look at the 
brightest side of the jiicture that they have succeeded m suppressing this 
movement, they would certainly leave a trail of bitterness behind with 
no love for the Britishers in this country. Do they want that state now^* 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member must finish bis speech now. 

» 

Sardar Sant Singh: I will only say this in the end that before it is 
too late, let saner counsels prevail and that Government would take stoek 
of the situation. I have yet lot to say which I am leaving unsaid, but 
let it not be said of the present Government Members that they were the 
•coffin bearers of the British Imperialism in this country. 
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Mr. 0. P. Lawson (Bengal: European): Mr. President, Sir 1 would 
like to amplify the words which fell from my Leader, Sir Henry Richardson, 
yesterday. 1 have listened to this debate with particular interest and find 
on all sides one attitude of mind which I too share towards the present 
political situation. There is clearly no one who does not want to end the 
present impasse and to produce a situation which will enable all India’s 
millions to put aside political controversy and to apply their 
minds to the one great essential which is before us. 1 refer 

to the essential need of winning the war and winning 
it as quickly as possible. Of the ultimate result, I have not the slightest 
doubt, but I believe that it is within the power of this country to shorten 
the period during which mankind is subjected to the overriding tyranny 
of war and the resulting suffering. 

The argument is frequently put to me by my Indian friends that if 
the offer of self-government as soon as the war is over is sincere, what 
reason can there be for not making some advance in this dire-.tion 
Immediately? Surely, say my friends, there must be in India 15 or 16 
representatives of popular parties who would be prepared lo take over the 
government of the country provided they are given full powers to govern 
the country as they think fit. Why delay if such a government could 
function and command the confidence of all popular parties? This 
attitude of mind is not confined to my Indian friends, and indeed I have 
seen from the press that certain members of my own '‘ommunity have 
indicated a similar wish although their identity is not made j-ublic. I 
do not, however, quarrel with their intention; the wish behind the 
sentiment is that to which I referred at the outset, namelv, to end the 
impasse and to secure fii,11'support for the war effort. If I complain about 
this utterance, I do so because it is impracticable and because it mates 
no attempt to produce specific remedies for the more practical ills which 
attend rhe situation. A solution in theory is valueless if a solution 
cannot be found also in practice. 

The frequently reiterated promise of self-government as soon as the 
war is over is a promise regarding which my commumty has nut the 
slightest doubt. We are certain that self-government will come to ’-liis 
country as soon as the war is over this country will take it and tlie com¬ 
munity which I represent not only actively supports this policy but hopes 
to play its part m India’s niture progress and in making India great. 
We ask for no privileged position in the India of the future and we hepe 
to carry equally with the citizens of this country the burdens of the future. 
There is, however, no future before India until the totalitarian menace 
has been removed and it is with the intention of removing that menace 
that more than fifty per cent, of my countrymen in this country, between 
the ages of 18 and 00, have now joined the defence services and are 
serving this country side by side with their Indian commrades-in-arms. 
Of the balance there are few, if any, who are not, in addition to their 
normal occupations, carrying out other work of national importance such 
as auxiliary forces, civil defence, and so on. Our wortieoiolic also are 
jilaying a large part in nursing and other voluntary services with the 
same end in view. Indeed, some 800 of our womenfolk hre serving as a 
definite part of the armed forces. I make this statement in no spirit 
of complacency; there is much to do and possibly still a long road to 
travel before final victory is won. But there is one great intention behind 
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■ everything that we have in mind and that intention la that that India 
shall be free to exploit and enjoy the full freedom which the end of the 
war will most certainly offer to her. 

As TTjj Leader has already sttid, a National Government should be a 
Government which eliminates all political strife and party warfare. The 
demands of the main political parties for the interim period have been 
-made clear. Can these demands be combined in such a manner as to 
produce conditions which will eliminate all future party strife? There 
are no advantages to be gained and indeed there is grave danger in pro¬ 
ducing a Cabinet which will satisfy one faction and at the same time 
produce bitter opposition from another. Even the most sincere pro¬ 
secution of the war effort cannot produce real efficiency if a Government 
is pre-occupied with political strife and political disturbances. We are 
often told that this or that faction should not be permitted to impede 
political progress and that such progress should continue, albeit f-uch a 
faction dissented. The factor that vitiates this argument is the factor of 
war. ' Conditions in this country at present may not be ideal but in trying 
to improve them we must be careful to ensure that worse does not befall. 

And, indeed it is not strictly fair to demand that any political party 
shall abandon sincerely held views in order to effect a hasty settlement. 
There is no power above a sovereign power and when full sovereign jiowers 
are transferred to this country, it must be carefully considered where 
those powers are to rest. If they are to rest with the people, a large 
oonsututjonal held must be opened and carefully examiued. Jf they are 
to rest v/ith the Cabinet itselt, it must not be forgotten that no internal 
linutatior remains upon their powers. They might be able to alter their 
own Cabinet constitution or the constitution of the country and who is to 
say that such a transfer of power would throw no shadow on luiure 
development? Could this House deny that a responsible Cabinet with 
full sovereign powers must develop the picture of India’s future and 
direct to a large extent the paths to India’s future constitution? 
When one comes to examine the matter, the implications of a transfer of 
power cannot be avoided and the number of matters which lequire care¬ 
ful examination are legion. For instance, we in this House are concerned 
greatly with what is now British India. But we are mcluicd to forget 
that two-fifths of this peninsula is without British India's jurisdiction 
V\c‘ are inclined to forget that 600,000 out of India’s milbo'i and a half 
square miles exist under separate governments. If any community or 
political party is reluctant to commit itself to a fomi of autonomous 
government which may prejudice its ability to press its claims for re¬ 
presentation in or its right to fashion the legislatures of the future, could 
we condemn it? Can we not exercise the patience that the times 
demand? War conditions are not peace conditions and amongst the 
Allied Nations there is not one that has not sacrificed some personal 
liberty in order to attain the end which means no less to us than it moans 
to them. 

W'e have lately seen the paradox of an attempt to gain immediate 
power by producing conditions which lengthen the road to freedom. 
Sabotage and destruction of communications, the upsetting rf law and 
order and of the ability of men and women to go about their lawful 
occasions, all if unchecked will put the day of victory further into the 
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iu«ure. Let ua be certain that in our a^ixiety for the present, we do not, 
hy producing chaos, sacrifice the great future. When we start to build, 
we should build solidly and with careful regard to all considerations. 
The edifice of the India of the future must not rise upon jerry-built 
foundations. 

Sir, it may be said, “In all this, where are your constructive pro¬ 
posals?” May 1 draw attention to the fact, which seems to have oeen 
forgotten, that we have already a Government of India consisting of 14 
iVIomhcrb, out of whom 11 are Indians. Well deserved tributes have 
been paid to officials, and 1 add mine also but I find it in my heart to 
pay tribute also to the Government for the way in which they nave 
undertaken these duties in a time of great anxiety and for having borne 
their burdens with success. The Congress Party have ruhd themselves 
out of court in the matter of co-operation. I urge and I sincerely hope 
that other Parties will not deny us that co-operation so that strength may 
be given to the Government of this country to carry on this war and to 
finish it so that this country may get soon the freedom which we all know 
coming 


Hr. F. S. Anthony (Nominated Non-Official). Sir, the problem we 
are considering today is admittedly a most complex one. In the medly 
of an almost bewildering variety of sentiments, of national pride, of a 
•sense of frustration, and a spirit of negation, it is difficult to dogmatise or 
to apportion blame unequivocally. 

Since the beginning of the war there has been a confusion of outlook, 
ot sentiment and of policy in India. I bfclieve I am right in saying that 
no right thinking Indian has any sympathy with Nazi or Fascist ideals. 
But we are here to face and not to shirk issues. I also believe that I am 
right in saying that the bulk of India does not feel that we are fighting 
for alleged democracy which has any application to this country 


Government cannot escape their share of blame. The God Almighty 
Bureaucratic complex of the Governmental machine is untortunatoly ail 
too prevalent in India. A detached and unresponsive Bui'egucracy still 
rules fiom Olympian heights. Few, if any, persons in responsible posi- 
tious are really m touch with the true sentiments of the people of this 
country. Indian officials are drawn into the vortex of officialdom. If anv- 
Herod and become more godlike and Olympian 
than their European counterpart. An Honourable Member on the other 
side asked why it was that, when Government alleged that the i^'-esent 
sabotage and violence was the result of a preconceived and organised 
policy Government had to be jolted out of its godlike stupor before they 
reahsod that anything was wrong. The answer is that Government has 
not got Its pulse on real Indian national feelings. The detached and in¬ 
different attitude of the Bureaucracy are identified in the minds of think- 
mg Indians with emotional and mental insentience. This insentience is 
the caub^ of the issumg of statemente which are almost ridiculous in 
t^ir unteahty. Dehvered from what I may call the ethereal heights of 
officialdom they are usually monuments of inaccuracy and unrealismi 
Ihus, it has been Iterated and reiterated that the bulk of India is behind 
« a ^^ravesty of facts. As an Anglo-Indian and a 
lawyer I have a large cirifle not only of European but Indian friends. I 
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have thb greatest respect for Englishmen in their own country, bat I also 
know the real sentiments of my fellow-countrymen. And I know that 
the spirit of India is not harnessed to the war effort. The supercilious 
palate of officialdom may be tickled or even satisfied by the ostentatious 
publication of statistics as to munitions production and recruitment. But, 
Sir, these do not represent the true feelings of India. Some communities 
are definitely obstructive, most of the other communities are at best in¬ 
different. Is it not possible when allegedly responsible Empire states¬ 
men make statements, is it not possible for them to refrain from 
irrelevancy—statements which are distinguished by fatuity and complete 
ignorance of the real feeling in this country, statements which have 
provoked even Englishmen themselves in this country, recenllv. to protest 
against such effusions which are nauseating to honest Englishinen and 
galling to the pride of every self-respecting Indian India today wnll not 
tolerate the pointing of a patronising or a minatory finger and being told 
in so r'lany words, “Yon must behave like a good little bov or else—I 
realise. Sir, that the price of tin has appreciated considcrablv 1^ these 
days but India cannot be expected to be responsive to a rule ' f little tin 
gods ivith feet of clav 

I would draw the attention of Government to the very definite sense 
of frustration and spirit of negation that are present in India. 1 believe 
that every right-thinking Indian has no sympAthy with .lapanese ideals. 
VVe who know .lapuncse ideology also know that the wliolc Japanese 
military machine has been built up on false theories of racial superiority. 
We know that the Japanese are not anxious to deliver India to the 
Indians. We know that from any Axis invader India can mily expect 
contempt and abject slavery. But still there is the spirit of negation in 
a large section of the people. Tnese people do mot activelj desire an Axis 
victory but they are not unwilling to see England lose because they feel 
they would thus get some kind of vicarious pleasure in witnessing removal of 
the British power from this country. Government must approach this 
problem in a spirit of sympathy and reality. These persons represent a 
huge army of material from which a potential invader could and would 
enlist fifth columnists. 

Bi t I would also make an earnest appeal to my fellow-Indiaiis. We 
may have our resentments. No Government over a period of .several scores 
of years is blameless or can be blameless. But I appeal to you not to 
allow these resentments not to cloud our judgment or to warp our action 
in the present or the future. No one can deny that India has travelled 
a long way on the road to self-government. It has been a long and 
hard road, but will India in a spirit of perversity deliberately throw 
overboard all the efforts achievements and aspirations that have gone into- 
the travelling of that road? It would be poor comfort indeed deliberately 
to sell ourselves into slavery under the Axis powers in order to pay off 
old scores against Britain. 

Are we entirely blameless in respect of this present position of 
stalemate? Have we presented England with any common measure of 
agreement? Have we presented her with a demand' backed up by the 
majority of the people of this country? It is,very easy. Sir, for people in 
opposition to criticise and condemn. Destructive criticism and uninformed' 
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coudejijuation are the stock-in-trade oi! tlie opposition JiriUbh [joliticcd dis¬ 
honesty has furnished a convenient shiboleth heliind which to combine nega¬ 
tive elenierits. But, tSir, Governiiieiit is a very positive and praehcal ahair 
and cannot be run by shiboleths and opposition methods. Who is there 
in India today who is able or willing to take over power from the present 
Government.'' It is all very well to indulge in slogans of “Gel out and 
let us rule’’. “It is better to reign in Hell than serve in Heaven These 
roiiv l.e very good political propaganda pap, but no Govemuieul can be 
run by such slogans. “Divide and rule’’ is another charge vrhich is 
levelled against the Government. But if this is true th(>n is it lut a re¬ 
flection on the intelligence and patriotism of communal leaders that they 
should submit to being made puppets of? Bather, is not the blame io be 
found among ourselves? So long as we hoar cries of Hindustan for the 
Hindus and that (he future ennstdution of this country roust be evolved 
by the major elements, so long will the inmorities who represent a very 
larcc section of India not he able to regard future development! with 
f((U!miruity We defer. Sir, to no one in onr love for tins cu” Motherland 
Wo defer to no one in onr desire lo see India ruled by a real National 
Government. But we do not accept political propaganda which may 
purport to invest a hid for hegemonv or dictatorship as be.iring the rom- 
ple.viou of nationalism. These efforts are a negation of nationalism. 
Tjet the major elements in this country attract the. support of (he smaller 
elements not by threatening them with penalisation or evtinction hut by 
magnanimity and a policy of breadth and vision. 

hiiially, Sir, the very definition of Government is to maintain law 
and order. Any Government worthy of the name, whether it is the 
present administration or a trul) national government, must luaintain law 
and order. Anarchy, sabotage and violence, in spite of the allegedly high 
motives that may be said to inspire them, cannot be tol,^ratcd. When 
Government officials, who are only implementing their duty ami not any 
political creed, are murdered, when civilians are attacked and ruined by 
insensate hooliganism and mob violence, it becomes the clear duty of any 
Government to suppress such lawlessness with the greatest expedition and 
firmness. 

And we also liave a clear duty if we see political>values iii their true 
perspective, unclouded b\ prejudice or rescntnieiit 1; m to ‘‘liable 
India to play lier proper part m the war effort. This will not lielp, as 
soiiie persons wrongly imagino, to perpetuate India's tutelage but it will 
Keep her feet on the road to self-government, which she has travelled so 
long and so far and bring her within immediate reach of the fruition of 
the efforts of India’s great nationalist sons. 

* Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta; There is an ancient Sanskilt aphorism which 
says, "Raja Kalaaya Karanam” i.e., that the Buler, the King and the 
Sovereign is the supreme cause of the condition of the people in anv 
country. This aphorism embodies a profound truth and penetrating 
wisdom, and is as true today as it was when first written. T would, 
therefore, request the Government to accept their full rcsfmrisiifllif.v for 
the situation in the countrv which we a’*e discmssing todav That situation 
is extremely perilous and critical, and requires the stoutest of hearts 
and the coo’est of heads to handle it with Bm'c^ss This is no time for 
recrimination. T will not indulge, so far as T can help it, in any taunts 
and reproaches, but will submit my request to all sections of the House 
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as to what we should do in the present critical situation. I shall first 
address the Government and my Honourable friends on the European 
Benches, because tliey, m rny opinion, do not radically differ from each 
other. 

I know what a responsibility the British section in this country bears. 
Most of them must be carrying a heavy load of grief and sorrow at 
the loss of some near and dear ones—a brother, a father, a son. And 
yet, they are carrying on with a dignity and solemnity which I admire 
and would like to emulate And their own countrymen beyond the 
seas, the Britishers in England, have shown how one could be patriotic 
even in the darkest hour and be imbued with heroism which will live in 
history. You have written an immortal chapter, after Dunkirk, when 
the crack of doom seemed to have sounded, you stood alone and isolated 
but hurled defiance at the enemy and withstood an attack which remains 
unparallelled for all tune I. therefore, have the greatest admiration for 
the Englishman and the Britisher: and if I say anything now it must 
be understood in the clearest manner that I do it in the common benefit 
of all of us 

The causes of ‘the present discontents are deeply rooted in the history 
of the last 200 years, My Honourable friends cannot bo unaware that 
the East India Company made us grind dividends at the rate of 100, 150 
and 200 per cent for the holders of the East India stock They cannot 
forget that besides the grinding of these dividends, at which Shylock 
would have blushed, the agents factors and the clerks of the Company 
looted and plundered, smuggled and practised every atrocity and outrage 
that could be conceived. Adventurers of all types left India with colossal 
fortunes and settled as Nawabs in Great Britain, regardless whether this 
country was swallowed by an earthquake after they had left. These are 
not my words. These are the words of Adam Smith. In one memorable 
passage Lord Macaulay in words of moving pathos de8cribe.s the corrup¬ 
tion, the tyranny which you practised and which left devastation in its 
trail. Macaulay says- “India was made to witness the most frightful of 
all spectacles, the strength of civilization without its mercy”. This is 
the beginning of our connection. Since 1792 onwards the same policy 
was continued either through trade taxation, transport or tariff. Huge 
crores flowed into British pockets through currency and exchange 
manoeuvres, from monopoly of trade, and in every other conceivable 
manner. With what results, Sir? The result is that today three-fourths 
of my countrymen do not get two square meals a day. Half of them are 
in every condition of illness and disease. Every fourth man in the street 
is suffering from malaria. The expectation of life is 26 years in this 
country against 56 elsewhere. The death rate in this country is rarely 
below 80 against 12 W'hich is the normal rate in progressive countries. 

From 1892 ;\'ou became conscious of the cruel wrongs which you had 
done us. But did that change your policy. Sir? You have tried to 
conceal what you could no longer deny. Y^ou started inventing excuses 
for not doing the right thing. Against a nominal transfer of power and 
crumbs of authority, the same policy of exploitation continues with even 
greater force: you have started creating defences against the on-rush of 
democratic forces in this country—^through various Empire preferences. 
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.racial, political and communal discrimmations, special electorates, com¬ 
munal iranchise, minority protection. All those are the protective para¬ 
phernalia of a guilty conscience against the tide of the democratic luoven.ent 
in this country. You arp building barricades against freedom, and the Indian 
nationalist movement finds itself today confronted with a powerful Maginot 
line of vested interests and privilege; but I promise you that we shall 
/by-pass this Maginot line even as Hiller did. We the Hindus and Muslims 
and other communities of this country, the workers and the peasants, 
will by-pass this Maginot line of privilege and reaction, and enter the 
Pans of freedom and there might be a Dunkirk at Bombay or Karachi, 
after which no Dieppe raid even will be possible. I, therefore, request 
you to awaken in time. T make this request in all humility. . . . 

Sir F. E. James {Madras- Euro))ean); The Honourable the President 
as not asleep! 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: 1 am speaking in inverted commas. . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur llahim)- The Honouroblo 
Member had better address the Chair. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: T am addressing them through you. Sir; 
that is quite permissible. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur llahim): T am sure that the 
Honourable Member can be equally eloquent if he addresses the Chair. 

Mr, Jamnadas M. Mehta: Thank you. Sir; that is the position which 
I ask them to realise. The only reason why the other parties in this 
•country do not join the Congress in its present ‘Quit India’ policy is 
not that that policy is not right. It is true that we are offered Dominion 
Status with the right to secede, full independence; but on what condition? 
Only if we will produce an agreement, an agreement which they, yes, 
they and they alone make it impossible by this paraphernalia of communal 
and discriminating administration and legislation. They are like incendi¬ 
aries who set fire to a house and then go into the streets loudly shouting 
for the fire brigade. But the fire is their work; and I ask you that this 
wid not do any more. The only reason why the other parties in the 
country are not with the Congress is because the war is on us. I say 
the Indian National Congress is not the^ only body which strives for 
ifreedom. We are all—each and every one of us—for independence. Ihe 
Congress was nowhere even to be seen when Savarkar struggled for inde¬ 
pendence 32 years ago. , 

An Honoiugible Member: The Congress is older than 32 years. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: But not for independence; it was then 
■petitioning and memorialising; it was praying when Savarkar struck the 
first blow, when Mr. M. N. Roy sacrifiQgd his own home and remained in 
exile for the independence of this country, when a humble worker like 
myself in 1927, at the Madras Session in iface of the opposition of the 
present members of the working committee of the Congress, got a resolu¬ 
tion for independence passed. Therefore, the Congress Party are not 
isolated in the stand for independence. They must not consider that 
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everybody wlio is not with tJiein in this campaign is, therefore, a liaitor. 
That IS the greatest mistake that tlie Congress party is doing; as 1 said 
before if we are not today with the Congress, it is because the war is on 
us. In the M'ar 1 forget ad diltereiices. I have told you in what light 
1 consider the danger I am, therefore, prepared to blot out the evd 
memoiies of the last tv\o hunilrcd years, and f desire that the whole of 
India should stand shoulder to shoulder v/ith the Britisher and with the 
iVmerican to fight the Ams out At such a time, this ‘Quit India’ polic;y 
has absolutely no meaning Not only it has no meaning, but it has a 
sinister nieaning. It is a diieet invitation to the Japanese to invade 
India and nothing less Whether the Mahatma does it or the Maulana 
does it, whether it is the I’alel or the I’undit who does it makes not the 
slightest difference. 

Sardar Sant Singh: ()i wind her it is Sir Uegin.i’d Maxwell or 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: \ls, or whether"^it is you or I—what I say 
:s. at sucdi a time when the foreigner is at the door, try.ng to make us 
skives, evershody who is prep.ued to save me from that* catastroiihe, is 
my loniradc and emintiwiiian In that spirit I willingly join the Britisher 
and all those wdio want to light the Axis forces. I am not going ml i 

details This “Quit India” jiobev is supported by whom? By the patrio¬ 

tic but bankrupt middle class, hv giggling girls and love-lorn lads, by 
brainy hoys wdio take jialriotie holidays, bv portly matrons and weighty 
women and by big fiimiiei' which wants to take the place of .Sir Tlenrv 

Biehardson’s edass They are loo previous; the quarry is not yet killed 

The vultures are gathering too soon heeause the carcass is not yet avail¬ 
able That is the class wdueh is keeping the Ahmedabad workers idle 
and starving for a policy ot their own. The workers of this country are 
definitely for this war -They detest the Axis jiowers and they will figjit 
them out In that resolution of the Congress there is a frequent reference 
to the glow of freedom T like that phrase—the glow of freedom- -when 
50 crores of our bretlien-in-faith, the Chiriese, Buddhists and .Mulunn- 
iTadaris, are struggling for decent existence against a ruthless foe, when 
16 crores of Tlussian workers are crying to the workers of the wmrVl “fTnite 
ill defence of the only Workers Republic’’, when 23 crores of European 
humnnily is lying under the heels of a conqueror and when 45 millions 
Britishers are standing like a rock against the hordes of Fascism, wdten 
m\ country is threatened wdth devastation—that glow of freedom must, 
if at all it is real, impel me to make every effort, strain every nerve, in 
order that victory may be w'on and Fascism may be laid low. H is in 
that spirit that 1 view' the present situation;—the world of J939 is dead: 
the new world that is coming wall he—if the Axis wins—the footstool and 
the doormat of the Axis powers, or—if we win—the brotherhood of free 
nations. It is easv to make our choice between the two. 

Sardar Sant Singh; Will it be? 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Yes: it will be: it shall be: faint hearts 
never w'on anywhere. . - . 


Sardar Sant Singh: The faint heart is represented by you. 
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Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta No. I did not interfere when you were 
speaking, and I ask you"not to interfere now; I do not like the smudgy 
stories with which you begaled the House; I assure you, even if what 
you say is true, our path is clear; the liberty of this world is today at 
stake and I ask this House and this country to make the choice, on 
\\hich side we shall be That choice should not be difficult • To my 
countrymen, the Muslim Leaguers, may I say, let them not 
deflect from the current of national life? 

Some Members of the Muslim League Fatty: We are not. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: 1 am glad to hear that. I am requesting 
^ou. You do not realise, rny friends, what ihe Muslim League is. The 
Muslim League is the biggest organisation coercing Government into doing 
nothing. You are a League tor vetoing Indian freedom and unity. Thai 
18 the lot to wliich you are reduced unhappily, to m\ regret. But as Mr 
Jinnah has rightly said to the American l^ress, you can give 500 times 
more trouble than the Hindii.s Why not stay in India, give us 500 times 
more trouble'^ 1 am willing to have that troub e rather than lose you 

Sir Syed Raza All (Citie.s of the United Provinces: Muhammadan 
Urban) There is nb likelihood of your losing us. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: You are trying to cut yourselves away from 
us. I ask you not to leave troin this mother India. From this magnifi¬ 
cent mansion of mother India;—not one brick shall be moved. There 
siiall bo no Pakistan. 1 ask you, let there be no Axistan, because that 

the only danger today To nij Gongress friends T say, to my Muslim 
friends I say, to my Hindu Mahasabha friends T sa\, to Goyermuent 
i say the same. The Mahasabha has put forward a scheme which 
offers the possibilities of a settlement for all, at least for the time being, 
although I am sorry to that neither the Congress nor the Muslim 
League nor the Hindu Maliasabha ever call the workers and peasants 
to their confabulations. I ask you, first of all. to enlist the symjiathv 
and the support of the workers and the peasants, because they, after 
all, are 90 per cent, of the people of this country. To Government J 
say, so long as you give them sufficient food, so long as you give them 
protection, so long as you look after their liuman needs, the workers and 
peasants of India will be true to you in the present war because it is their 
war and you have nothing to be afraid of from the Axis powers so long 
as you remain true to the workers. 

Mr. Presideilt (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member's time is up. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: In this spirit T appeal to you all and 1 wMsh 
that everybody will do the best in the circumstances. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, 
the lyth September, 1942. 




LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Thursday, 17th September, 1942. 


The A.ssembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Babinv) 
in the Chair. 


MEMBEB SWORN. 

Mr. Aga Hilaly, M.E.A. (Government of India: Nominated Official) 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Sir Muhammad Tamin Khan: I propose—and I have consulted all 
Party Leaders on the subject and they have all agreed—that the questions 
Mhich have been put down for today and tomorrow may be postponed to 
the 23rd and 24th, so that more Members may get a chance of speaking 
on the motion, which is ready the chief business of this Session. 1 have 
consulted all the Party Leaders and they are agreeable to this. If the 
Honourable the Leader of the House has no objectioTi, I suggest ihat this 
course might be adopted. 

The Honourable Mr. M. S, Aney (Leader of the House); If that is 
the general wish of the Parties and the persons who are concerned in 
these questions, Government have no objection. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I supjiose that 
the Government Members who have got to answer these^ questions will be 
ready to do so on the 23i-d and 24th. Is that the general wish of the 
Members ? 

(Foice«: “Yes”.) 

Very well. The questions will stand over. 

ns*— 91 *. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): What about the 
Short Notice Question? 

Sir Abdul Halim Ohusnavi: I can drop it, if you like. 


NOMINATION OF THE PANEL OF CHAIRMEN. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I have to inform 
the House that under sub-rule (1) of rule 8 of the Indian Legislative 
Rules, I nominate Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang, Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta, 
Sir Henry Richardson and Sir Cowasji Jehangir on the Panel of Chainnen 
for the current Session. 

tFor 'iiete qnMtiom and answers see pages 436—53 of these Debates. 
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COMMITTEE ON PETITIONS. 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I have to 
announce that under sub-order (1) of Standing Order 80 of the Legislative 
Assembly Standing Orders the following Honourable Members will form 
the 'Committee on Petitions, namely: 

(1) Syed Ghulani Bhik Nairang; i 

(2) Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh; 

(3) Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi; and 
' • (4) Mr, N. M. Joshi. 

According to the provision of the same Standing Order the Deputy 
President will he the Chairman of the Committee. 


PRESENTATION OF THE REPORT OF THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS 
COMMITTEE. 

lihe Hodonrabld Sir Jeremy Raisman (Finance Member) ; Sir, I 
present,(he Ee'^port* of the Public Accounts Committee on the Accounts of 


..I. ,. MOTION HE THE SITUATION-IN INDIA—conW. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The House will 
npiWi proceed with the further discussion of the motion: 

‘ ‘ That the situation in India be taken into consideration.” 

Dr. Sir .Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: 
Muhammadan Rural): The issue m the present debate is not whether a 
dilfereiice of opinion exists in the demand for self-government. The 
Congress and the Muslim League do not differ on this issue. The differ¬ 
ence lies in the connotation of the word ‘self-government’ and in the 
method adopted in achieving the object. The demand for national govern- 
ment is common but its connotation is different. We want equal partner¬ 
ship and right of, self-determination The Congress wants the rule of the 
majority and to maintain the dom.nation of a particular class which from 
our experience of the Congress administration the Mussalmans cannot 
accept. , Mr. Joshi rightly pressed the formation of a national government. 
He put the entire blame for not having it on the present Government. 
Suppose he becomes the Government himself May I ask him if he will 
be prepared to frame a new Constitution for the interim period, which will 
satisfy both the Congress and the Muslim League. 

, Mr. K. M. Joehi (Nominated Non-Offiqial): I shall do it when I 
iecome thb Government. 


*Not included in these Debates, but a copy has been placed in the Library of the 
House.— Kd. of D. 
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Dr. Sb Ziauddin Ahmad: The pT^~v^ieh he will put forward will be 
that it might be pressed on the people in the same manner as the Com- 
muoal Award. 


Mr. N. M. JoBhi: Yes. 

Di. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: But what is the pse of a constitution for a 
national Government if it could not achieve national enthusiasm to win 
the war? There is also a difference in the manner of achieving self- 
government. I want to achieve it by constitutional methods. Some 
persons desire to have it by terrorism and by paralysing the'Government. 
Thio method cannot achieve the object especially with the enemy at our 
doors. I put a simple question. Does the Congress want a national gov¬ 
ernment? They cannot have it, much less can they run the Government 
without giving full satisfaction to the Muslim League and other minorities. 
Can any sane person believe that Japan will shed blood in this country 
only to instal a national government ^d then retire? If she ever comes, 
81.0 will come with the intention of staying and ruling this country. How¬ 
ever much a Congressman dishkes the present Government, he would not 
like to changfe it for the Japanese Government. We want a national 
government and not change of one foreign government for another. 

The next issue that has been raised in the course of the debate is that 
the Government ought to have waited for another fortnight and given 
further chances of negotiations with the Congress. I request them to 
consider a few facts. They must have seen the leaflets and pamphlets 
issued by the violeht non-co-operationists, describing their manner of 
action. It is not a sporadic outburst. These pamphlets show that a plan 
had been carefully drawn up and it couPd not have been done at a 
moment’s notice. It must have been clone in the interim period between 
the passing of the Working Committee’s Resolution and the Resolution 
of the All-India Congress Committee at Bombay. It is very difficult to 
have negotiations with persons who believe that Japan will win the war 
and any negotiation with the British Government will prejudice their 
prospects with Japan. 

Every supporter bf violent non-co-operation clearly understands that 
violent action has always developed into terrorism or anarch,sm and gene¬ 
ral revolution and that ordered Government will be replaced by martial 
or dictatorial government, whether it be Indian or English or any other 
foreign government. If they believe that it will lead to the supremacy of 
the Congress, they are entirely mistaken. It may be just the reverse. 
These persons have only destroyed the propert.es of Indians valuing over 
two crores. Let the rich factory owners and businessmen understand that 
they do not expand their business by driving out their workmen and 
leriing them do mischief in the cities. Finally, it will lead to mischief in 
their own factories and the rich men will soon realise their mistakes when 
they are asked t<5 pay to the terrorists, at the risk of their lives. Some of 
the capitalists have already received such letters of extort.on of money. 

I do not know what is the information of the Intelligence Department of 
the Government of India. 

A philosopher clas^fied wise men into different categories. He said 
a wise man is a person who foresees an incident, and takes precautionary 
measure to avert the crisis, a semi-wise man waits till the incident has 
occurred and prepares himself to meet it; and a quasi-wise man first 
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cocsiders an incident to be an accident and does not get up till it is repeat* 
ed; and a fool does not believe till he loses everytlung. Now, our Delhi 
Government is certainly not included in the first category of the wise 
Government and I am not sure under which of the remaining three 
categories I should put it. District administrations in many towns 
especially in the United Provinces and the Punjab, can be put under the 
first category. 

The next glaring instance of the proof of wise statesmanship is the 
burning ol the Clearing Accounts Office where about a thousand clerks 
and peons were working. Their Deputy Chief was an A. E. P. officer who 
had two w’arnings before the actual burning. The officer watched calmly the 
burning of the office by a handful outside speptators and tamely came out 
and noticed that some of the clerks helped in the burning, which I cannot 
express in detail. The Muslim Sub-Inspector who intervened was beaten 
to death. In the absence of the Accounts Office, the Kailway Board in 
their inquiry overlooked the fact that the burning of files helps the dis¬ 
honest clerks to commit fraud in conspiracy with the station staff. The 
burning of the records helps the fraudulent clerks to achieve their objects. 

I very much deplore that some political organisations are using the 
students for their party propaganda. Students of today will be the 
leaders of tomorrow and it is in the interests of the country that they 
should be well-trained and well-equipped to fight the battle of life 
Parents have entrusted their sons to the care of the teachers, but they 
do not lend the support to enable them to discharge their duties. In 
some cases, teachers are themselves drifted by the political current, 
fnstead of stopping the students from leaving the classes, they themselves 
enjoy the holidays on full pay by asking them to leave the classes. They 
do not do their duties properly. If teachers face the, public opinion and 
if the interests of the students are safeguarded, they will no doubt be 
temporarily unpopular but their work will be appreciated in the end about 
which I have got plenty of experience from 1920 to 1924 when we had this 
non-co-operation movement. I was exceedingly unpopular at that time 
but after the lapse of four years the people appreciated that 1 acted 
correctly. 

Dr. P. H. Banarjea (Calcutta Suburbs: Non-Muhammadan Urban): 
And now you are quite popular. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahiuad: I,*wleBsn68B and indiscipline of students 
are resented by every Government. The Congress Government of the 
United Provinces fined the Aligarh Muslim University Rs. 2,000 for the 
burning of an old tent of police, the price of which was not more than 
Rs 50. What the Confess Government would have done on the present 
occasion had the Muslim University been aggressive like sister Univer¬ 
sity can be well imagined. With these words, I resume my seat. 

Sir Abdul Halim ahuinavl (Dacca cum Mymensingh: Muhammadan 
Rural): Sir, it is With considerable trembling of the heart that I stand 
up before this House to speak today. India is going through one of the 
greatest ensis in her very long and varied hislory. I would not be far 
wrong when I say that the crisis we are facing and to the solution of 
which all of us are striving hard to make some epntribution is one of the 
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greatest crises in the history of the world, and it would need all the 
wisdom, political sagacity and statesmanship both of India and of 
England. I was born and brought up in the tradition of the union of 
these two great countries. I have lived 66 years of my life in that same 
tradition and now when I am nearing the end (Voices of No, no.)^ I am 
Inrrified to find that these two great countries are at the parting of the 
ways. I would proclaim with all the fo^ce at my command that no 
Government worth the name can abdicate to terrorism or subjugate it 
self to lawlessness. When the i-ule of law is supplanted by the rule of 
rnnb violence, the harm that is done 'to the population is incalculable; and 
if once mob rule can get some hold in a vast continent Lke India, it will 
tak^ a long time before proper administration can be restored. 

- 3ir, I was one of the firsts to publicly condemn the attitude of the 
Congress which drbve it to declare lawlessness in the country in the name 
of a freedom movement. I was one of the first to publicly deprecate the 
attitude of the Congress, which exhibited a deplorable lack of appreciation 
of the grave danger of invasion to which India stands exposed today with 
the Japanese on the borders of Assam and Bengal. Congress is one party 
ani it has no business, without the approval of and agreement with the 
rest of the people, to plunge the whole country into a revolution, at a time 
when her fate is hanging in the balance. 

W'e have read the amazing statements made by Mr. Churchill and Mr. 
Aniery and on Tuesday we listened to the statement of the iTonourable 
the Home Member. In these statements, if I may say so, one would 
search in vain to find some constructive suggestion, some note of sympathy 
with the national aspirations of India. On the other hand, the whole 
burden of the statements is that the Congress is a nonentity. There is 
only an attempt to discredit and criticise the Congress. This, to my mind, 
is in sharp variance with the British Government’s earlier attitude to¬ 
wards the Congress. 

Sir, when Sir Stafford Cripps came to India as an ambassador of Mr. 
Churchill and his Cabinet, what did he do? Let me remind the House 
that he went straight to the Congress and thereafter to the Muslim 
League. What he said was this: “I have come to settle this with the 
Congress and settlement with the Congre^k alone matters.” At a Press 
Conference he indicated that the Congress acceptance of the proposal is 
whftj primarily matters. If the Congress is a party with only a very small 
following in the country, why this anxiety then to appease the Congress 
only? Sir Stafford Cripps, when he visited India, ignored all parties 
excepting the Congress and the Muslim League. There the British Gov* 
eminent was prone to make the same mistake as Mr. Gandhi and Mi. 
Jiimah make. Mr. Gandhi claims that the Congress represents the whole 
of India. I remember. Sir, that in 1932 at the Second Round Table Con- 
ference when Mr. Gandhi and others were striving to bring about a com¬ 
munal settlement, Mr. Gandhi said that he represented 95 per cent, of 
Indie. To thst my Honourable friend. Dr. Ambedkar retorted with the 
<]ue8tion as to who were the other persons who represented that five per 
cent, which, Mr: Gandhi did not represent. Well, Sir, Mr. Gandhi now 
puts up the claim thisd^ the Con^ss, represents the whole of India, and 
Mr. Jinneh claims that the Muslim League represents the Muslim India 
Both are egregiously wrong. Mr. Churchdl recognises the claims of these 
two gentlemen whenever it suits him and discredits them whenever he 
de^ms fit. This time he has conceded that the 00 millions of Muslims are 
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behind the Muslim League and opposed to the Congress. This is absolutfe* 
ly inooirect- The paradoxical ignorance regarding Indian matters of this 
wise British Premier shocks me as it has shocked^ many who ha,ve read 
his speech. Is he not aware of the existence of important parties with 
very large following among the Muslims of India, like the Jamiat>ul- 
Ulema, the Momins, the Ahrars, the Azad Muslims who do not owe alle¬ 
giance to the Muslim League? Then what of the Muslims within the 
ranks of the Congress, however insignificant their number might be? 

On that fateful day, the 9th April last, the Congress had decided to 
accept the Cripps proposals and, if they had not changed their mind over¬ 
night on the telephonic advice of Mr. Gandhi there would today have 
been a national government for India, predominantly composed of Con- 
gresc! members. At that time the British Government were not so 
enihiisiastic about championing the name and cause of tlie minoritiep 
like Muslims, Depressed Classes and the non-Congress Hindus and the 
States* Lven Mr. Jinnah, who is not at all likely to err on the side of ihe 
Congress, admits that the Congress is the largest single party in India. 
I must, however say, that the largest parties are not the only parties that 
count. All parties, to my mind, are important especially at a time like 
thi's and must be considered Among all such parties, among all mep 
anl women in India, there is unanimity as regards the ultimate goal. AU 
want freedom. The difference among the various parties lies only in the 
patli each elects to follow for the attainment of that freedom. If we must 
win this war—and we must—we cannot afford to let the lessons of the set¬ 
back in Malaya and Burma be lost on us. We must profit by those 
lessons This total war can be won only ^ rallying the people round the 
dghr. No military, however strong, can fight effectively if the people are 
divorced fr,om it. I owe allegiance only to my beloved country and the 
progressive features of mankind. The demand for transfer of power is 
the national demand. It is also m conformity with the ideals for which 
the United Nations stand and fight this war. I admit there are diffi¬ 
culties in making wide constitutional changes during these abnormal times 
But they are' not impossible of overcoming. Larger constitutional changes 
have been undertaken in the past during similar trying conditions and the 
Cripps offer itself disproves the myth constitutional impossibility. In 
any case, viewed objectively, these difficulties must be overcome. It is 
no use harping on the existing differences among sections of the people. 
They are only apparent and on sight of the goal, which is common, must 
disappear as mist before the rising sun. Mere promise of freedom at a 
futur.; date will not achieve this unity among the people and entHuse them. 
There is much deplorable distrust of Britain’s intentions. For this, if I 
may say so. Britain has only herself to blame. With and since the Queen 
Victoria. Proclamation on 1st November, 1868, the history of British con 
nections in India has been a long line of broken pledges and promises 
solemnly given. This is no time, however, to harp on past sins of omis¬ 
sion and commission on both sides. The enormity of the danger con¬ 
fronting this country overwhelmes me, as surely it must overwhelm any 
one who has the country’s cause at heart. To ensure the whole-hearted 
co-operation of India’s 400 niillion people and her vast resources on "th^ 
side of the United Nations, it is most esseiitial that Britain shoflld forth¬ 
with transfer real power into the hands Of the Indian people and make 
this, the people ^s war. 
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The Honourable the Home Member gave us an estimate of tile, loss 
of property and material as a result of the present turmoil in the couhtry 
Ho condemned the actions of the people who caused such deiithic'tion. 
He pamted lurid pictures of^ horrible and fatal attacks made by infuriated 
mobsion civil servitors and 'military personnel. 1 am not Satisfied', ho'W- 
ever, that the brutality' with which the people attacked • Oovettmierit 
oilices and officers has not been retaliated with unusual and excessive 
force by the forces of law and order. I am informed that in varicbs 
places, and Bengal, in particular, the military patrols indulged in indiscri¬ 
minate shooting on crowds dispersing frantically but peacefully on their 
approach, and in doing so, did not at all observe the humane principle of’ 
shooting the unarmed beneath the waist. This, it is said, was done’ in 
order to strike terror in the minds of mischief makers, but it was in- 
huinanly cruel. 

Mr. P. J. Oriffitha (Assam: European): No. Where was this? 

Sir Abdul Halim Ohuznavi: This was done in Cornwallis street. 

Central Avenue and College street and some other places. 

Mr K. 0. Neogy (Dacca Division: Non-Muhammadan Rural): My 
Honourable friend will have proof of it if he waits. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: This happened in Cornwallis street, and 
Central Avenue and I myself witnessed one of these incidents. 

Mr. K. 0. Heogy: I have got written statements from people affected 
and I will read them out on Tuesday. 

Sii Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: The t.me at my disposal is short, other¬ 
wise I would have given a complete answer to mv Honourable friend w-itl. 
full details. 

1 agree with the Honourable the Home Member that "alPranks of 
Govcmment servants, even the humblest, had as a whole stood firm and 
don^ their duty in face of all attempts to subvert or terrorise them’* 
Their exemplary bravery and loyalty should be an inspiration to all Gov¬ 
ernment servants for all times. 

I must draw the attention of the Government of India to what Mtr 
Churchill, in the course of his recent statement, said on Congress. 
stated that the Congress is a political organisation “sustained by cerfen 
manufacturing and financial interests’’. This statement presumably is 
based on information supplied by the Government of India. I must mcjet 
emphatically protest against such generalised insinuations against u SM- 
tioii of the people as wholly unwarranted and uncalled for. This is onlv 
calculated to produce very unwholesome results and wean away even those 
who are sympathetic and co-operative in spirit. Both the Indian an4 the 
European commercial communities in this country are co-operating full(y 
with the war effort. But the two fundamentally differ in their vju^ws 
as to how , the present effort could be eiffisficed. JSveh eminent BriyjA 
and American experts have challenged the policy which the Govarp^gjit 
of India now pursues and which the European commercial and 
mterests here support, I need only name here Sir Alexander R(^gei» flmd 
Dr. Henry Grady, The Indian commercial pnd indus&ial interpgts^o 
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WHut political freedom because it is the pre-requisite to economic free¬ 
dom, without which they will only remain Cinderellas of world commerce 
and industry. They want freedom also to enthuse the masses To work 
more and produce more towards the war effort. 

Sir, Britain has so long professed to act in the role of a “Trustee". 
She must realise that her period of Trusteeship is over and India is get¬ 
ting impatient to have power m her own hands now a^d at once. As I 
see, no agency on earth can prevent the transfer o! this power. Un¬ 
fortunately every English official in this country, ^^om the highest to the 
lowest, is grudging at every step the Indian getting or trying to get some 
of his responsibilities, and 1 am disclosing no secret when I say that the 
entire Government of India is open to this charge. Every British officer 
tries to keep as much control in his hands as he can and will not, on 
plea of Blficiency, part with it till he is compelled to do so. That is what 
is making the position worse, and the reaction to that is this mass move¬ 
ment m the country. 

I earnestly appeal, in conclusion, to Britain to show magnanimity, to 
part with the control of administration gracefully to the Indians, because 
the time has now' come when India is determined to have that control, 
with the co-operation and goodw'ill of Britain if possible, without it if 
necessary. * 

Mr. Lalcbaiid Navidral (Smd: Non-Muhammadan Rural): Sir, when I 
reoeiyed the intimation about this Assembly being held now, I was very 
glad indeed because I thought that the House will be given an opportunity 
to find a solution of the present situation. But, Sir, when I came here I 
must say that not only I but many of my other Honourable friends have 
been disappointed. What I • bought, and what the people thought, was 
that Government had changed its mood, and was in a mood now to make 
constructive suggestions to remove the present deadlock and ease the poli¬ 
tical situation. But we find that there is nothing doing here. What we 
hove gone through so far is only an academic discussion without finding 
any; solution for the removal of real difficulties. 

What has been placed before the House by Government is only a bald 
motion of one [ine without any recommendation at all. No suggestion has 
come forward from the Government side. It seems Government only 
wanted to buar lectures from the Members of this House without suggest¬ 
ing anything thei ofelves and without even saying that they were in a 
mood to do something w'hich is very necessary at present. After I came 
here I found that Mr. Churchill had made a statement which was most 
deplorable, and also a statement made by Mr. Amery saying that there 
was no room for any further negotiations, which was also contemnable. In 
that state I thought that the Government of India had made up their 
mind to advise the British Government that they should not stand adamant 
like that, because that will not improve the situation. On the contrary, 
£ should think, that it is simply suicidal to the very interest of the British 
Government. The British Government cannot rule here with repression aa 
..Its policy. No repression has ever been able to put down tiie legitimate 
, demands of people. The situation may be suppressed but it will be 
seething un^ground, and the statesmanship requires that some early 
eopciliatiwy tsta po should be taken. 
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Up to this time v/e have heard only the Home Member from the 
Treasury Benches and what he has said comes to this. He has simply 
wept over spilt milk and he is ready, by his policy of repression, to see 
other milk also spilt. He is ready to see bloodshed, he is ready to see 
that the situation should not be eased. He is throwing the burden on the 
people, he is throwing the burden on the Congress and he^ is throwing the 
burden on all parties, and he says that they are responsible. He has 
simply come here to reproach us. He has not said a word to the effect 
that his repression is excessive and that his repression was not called for 
and it was too hasty. 

Now, Sir, one hope remains, and that gives us some solace. It is that 
the other Members of the Government—Executive Members—have not 
yet spoken or opened their jninds. I would like to hear from thein, 
especially from the Indian Members of the Cabinet, who profess at this 
time that they are for the country. Though in those chairs they say that 
their suggestions are not being rejected—they have even gone so far as to 
say that not even one suggestion has been rejected—let us now see what 
help they are giving, what advice they are giving to the Viceroy, and 
what help they are giving to the other parties including the Congress to 
eome together and solve this problem. 

Sir, I find that the motion before the House is to consider the situa¬ 
tion in India. I think it is very vague. The motion itself is very vague, 
apart from its being incorrect. Always when motions are moved some 
recommendation is made in them, that means that something is suggested 
us to what should be done or what the Government want us to do. Here 
they .say nothing. We are confronted with internal disturbances which 
were apprehended and which the Government said they were strong enough 
to put down. They have not been able to put them down at all. 

The other questions are the internal disturbances and the Satyagraha 
movement and the launching of extreme repression by the Government. 
I must say that that there is one other situation also which is special to 
Sind, which is very distressing and depressing, not with regard to the 
present movement but with regard to the depredations that are being 
committed by an element called Hura who are doing all sorts of mischief, 
sabotage, derailment of trains, murders, and so forth. Of course, the 
Government have introduced Martial Lftw there but you can understand 
what Martial Law is. It should not pass regulations which would affect 
the civil population. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khaa (Agra Division: Muhammadan Eural): 
What do you mean by the civil population? 

Mr. Navalrai: 1 mean the people who are innocent. Persons 

who have nothing to do wdth the Hur movement. At the present moment 
even an ordinary person committing an ordinary offence can be tried under 
Martial.Law, whereas only ordinary law should apply to the ordinary 
Iieople, But what I am submitting is that this is one of the phases in 
Sind which is disturbing. Then there is the question of floods. We are 
more or less bottled up at certain places. The lines have been breached. 
There is no passage to go one way ot the other. The whole of Upper Sind 
la imder water, and my own town of Larkana, which is a distHtit town, 
and Dadu, are blocked on all sides. iThere is no route to go one way or 
the other. You can only move within those barricaded limits aud no 



242 


LBOISLAnVB ASSEMBLY 


[17th Sept. 194* 


[Mr. Lalchaad Navalrai.] 

more. Then, Sir, there is also the question of this movement. I am 
coming to this movement because, so far as the movement is concerned, 
we have heard from the Honourable the Home Member that it is vei^ 
less there. He calls it remarkably so. And yet the atrocities that have 
been done by tjie police and the harm that is being done to the people is 
beyond imagination. It is a matter which should be put down. T shall 
say a few words upon that hereafter. 

Then coming. Sir, to what the Honourable the Home Member had to> 
say at length with regard to the interhal disturbances—showing great 
sabotage having been done, fires having occurred, rail, road and telegraphs 
having been tampered with—and also he has tried to justify the intense 
repression that has been launched but has not suggested in the least the 
remedy to overcome the present position. Until the root cause is removed 
there will be no peace in the country. There are complaints all round in 
India that there has been excessive repression and harm done even to the 
innocent civil population. Even in a place like Sind, where the Honour¬ 
able the Home Member admitted that the movement was much less, T 
say he went so far to admit that the North-West Frontier Province, the 
Punjab and Sind continue to be remarkably free. Yet in Sind a responsible 
body of the Indian Merchants Chamber have given their own report, a 
portion of which was read by the Honourable Sardar Sant Singh yesterday 
and I would throw more light on it. 

Sir, after this movement '•tarted and atrocities were being committed, 
the responsible and respectable Indian Merchants Chamber and Buyers 
and Shippers Chamber sat together to consider the situation. Sir, they 
appointed a committee from amongst themselves, in which there were 
Muhomniadanei also the name of one of them is Faridu Allah Lukhman 
Allahji. They were asked to get evidence of what .was seen. This is what 
they said: ' 

“From the depositions m*de before us by the various witnesses who are alleged to> 
have been belaboured by the police, we have come to the conclusion that the police 
in dealing with the public, particularly on Tuesday the 12th .4ugu8t, 1942, has acted 
in a very high-handed manner and used more force than was actually necessary in 
suppressing the alleged agitators, and that it also indulged in indiscriminately assault¬ 
ing innocent pessons who were not taking any part in any demonstrations," 

Then further on they say: 

"The police used lathis not only for dispersing crowds, hut they belabour^ res¬ 
pectful persons going about their lawful business, either on foot or on bicycles. 
They also entered reading rooms, restaurants and clubs and indiscriminately assaulted 
persons sitting therein and also arrested a number of theBti. They chased the young 
boys, knocked them down with lathis and trespassed into the private residences of 
these people." 

Then, Sir, further on it, said that some of the respectable citizens 
have stated before the Committee thjit. at the police station, after severe 
beating by slaps, fisticuffs, kicks, etc., they were taken into a room and 
maae to lie down on their beds with plain clothes njen sitting on their 
chests: their feet were lifted up by another man and they were beaten and 
so forth. It was also stated that one Mackrani (the peculiar system of 
the Government to employ mackraris, hooligans) actually dragged a boy 
into a room, forcibly removed his pyjqma and underwear with a view to 
committing sodomy. I say, Sir, if this is deplorable state in Sind, 
what justification has the Honourable the Home Member to say that 
repression is not very tehse? 
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The Hoaottntble Sir Beginald Maxwell (Home Member); Is the Honour¬ 
able Member aware that the Sind Government held an enquiry into the 
allegations and published the results? 

Mr. Lalchand Nayalral: I know. Btit in regard to this I was just 
going to say that while this enquiry was going on the Government, very 
openly and with an intention of white-washing the police, appointed ono 
of their own Secretaries to make enquiries into a few instances. 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: A Ministerial Government ser¬ 
vant. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Yes, yes, whatever it is. They still get 
inspiration from the British Government. It is a deplorable way of saying 
that we have made investigations .... 

Maulana Zafar All Khan lEast Central Punjab: Muhammadan): Who 
is responsible? Sir Reginald Maxwell or Allah Bakhsh? 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: I think I will say both together. What I mean 
to say is this: If the Honourable the Home Member thinks that tliese 
allegations are false, the only coiirse is to appoint a judicial inquiry, a 
public inquiry, take evidence and then come forward and say that not only 
in Sind but elsewhere also the severity is not so much. The Home Mem¬ 
ber suggested that the complaints should be made to the Provincial Gov¬ 
ernments . . . 

Mr. Preaidont (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member has two miniites more. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: But what is the use? They appoint one of their 
own officers with certain instructions and with certain terras of reference. 
The Honourable the Home Member says that the use of excessive force 
does not matter much. I was very grieved to hear when he said that it 
does not matter as force is used against force. That is a clear incitement 
to the police to do what they like. It is absolutely an incitement; it is an 
encouragement to them to say that even after this Assembly met here the 
Honourable the Home Member was in a mood to say: "Go on; commit 
all these atrocities, and you will be immune." 

In his long speech the Honourable the Home Member hes not told us 
any remedy to solve the question of the present situation. I say the 
remedy lies in removing the root cause. It is the political problem that 
should be solved. On this issue the views of all the political parties and 
recognised leaders have been more than once declared. All want indepen¬ 
dence for India. When it should come^—now or after the war—i§ also not 
very much in dispute. If it is guaranteed after the war, the political par¬ 
ties have no objection to that; on the part of the Government also, the 
BritisJi Government stands committed to the deolai-ation of Sir Stafford 
Cripps, as to the recognition of independence of India after the war; and 
aUo as to the formation of a constitution by the Indians themselves. But 
thd question over which the negotiations between the British Government 
and the. Indians broke is with regard to the establishment of a National 
Government m India now. All parties in India, not merely thb Congress, 
are united and unanimous in demanding the transfer of power here and 
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now. The reason for it is that such steps will bring confidence and faith 
iij tlie hona fides of the British Government. We have tried their 
promises several times. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member's time is up. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Then I will say only one word .... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Raihm): No. The Honour¬ 
able Member cannot say anything more. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: In the end, I say that the Viceroy should 
invite all the parties, even the Congress party, and sit together to solve 
this difficulty. 

Sir Cowasji Jehan^ (Bombay City: Non-Muhammadan Urban): 
Mr. President, at such dangerous and anxious times as those through 
which we are passing, I most respectfully suggest that we should consider 
all our difficult problems most imparlSally, without prejudice, without 
sentiment, and if possible, without excitement. Sentiment ploys a most 
important part in human affairs; but let it not blur our judgment, let it 
not lead us to conclusions \vhlch might be untenable and illogical. I 
specially plead for allowing sentiment not to run away with us, because 
I feel that a great deal of harm and damage is done to our country by all, 
the Government and ourselves, by pre-conceived ideas based on sentiment 
that has ruled through the last hundred years. I desire to speak on the 
problem as it faces us immediately, and I do not, with your permission, 
desire to divert on topics that have no connection with the present political 
movement, because I have no lime. 

The main reason for the Working Committee’s resolution was in their 
own words: "mainly due to their hopes being dashed to pieces failing 
transference of real power to popular representatives so as to enable the 
nation to make its full contribution towards the realisation of human 
freedom throughout the world". I am quoting from the resolution itself. 
Never before has the Congress passed a resolution which has been so un¬ 
animously opposed by all schools of thought, by all political parties. 
It is not as if warning was wanting. As that resolution saw the light of 
the day, public man after public man either from the platform car through 
the press warned the Congress of the serious consequences of their deci¬ 
sion and I think I can say correctly that no resolution of the Congress 
received less support from non-congressmen of all classes and of all creeds 
and of all schools of thought than the resolution passed by the Congress in 
August, 1942 .... 

Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab: Sikh): Question. 

Sir Ckmai^i Jahangir: If my Honourable friend desires to question 
facts, I would only plead with him seriously and earnestly to have a little 
patience, and what is more, not to import excitement into the debate. I 
have uttered a correoi statement of fact. I cannot remember any occa¬ 
sion in the past—and my memory goes back far longer than the memory 
of my Honourable friend, the Sardar .... 
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An Hononnblt Member: Queetion. 

Sir Oowuji Jelianglr .... notmthstanding his grey beard I can telt 
you I am an older man than the Sardar—on no occasion was so unanimous 
a warning given to desist from the dangerous and disastrous path it had 
chalked out for itself; and what is more,"'we know that there are many 
men of influence, many men of wealth in this country, who have strong 
Congress sympathies, who perhaps have not declared themselves as Con¬ 
gressmen. Such men, to my knowledge, expressed apprehension and 
fears at the‘Congress programme, and I believe that the apprehensions and 
fears of such men who had assisted Confess financially in the past, were 
conveyed to the highest authorities of Congress. 

Now, again in the words of the Congress resolution which throw some 
light on the reason which led Congress to pass that resolution, let me just 
quote a few lines: 

“The (t'uortive Cripps proposaU which show in the clearest possible manner that 
no change in the British Government’s attitude towards India and that 
the British hold on India was in no way to be relaxed.'* » 

It was therefore the rejection by the Congress of the Cripps offer that 
12 NOOK. foundation for the Working Committee's resolution. 

I am sure that many of my friends here are aware of the fact 
that there were many congressmen and there were many others as patriotic 
and as sincere as any cougressman, who believed that the offer was as 
good as, and better than, any other offer that England had ever made to 
India . . . 

Sardar Sant Singh: So far. 

Sir Oowaajl Jehan^: . . . and that the student of history may have 
to record that during these hundreds of years of world’s history there have 
been few offers made, by a governing country to another country under 
its direction and control, of the character made by Sir Stafford Cripps. 
If you only throw your minds back to a few months ago when the Cripps 
offer was before the Congress and the Muslim League for their consider¬ 
ation, you will remember that there were numbers of men in this country, 
well known in political life, well known for their honesty, sincerity and 
patriotism, who were more than anxious that the Congress should accept 
the offer. And let me remind the House that the offer that was rejected 
by the Congress was not the original offer which was brought out by Sir 
Stafford Cripps. It was an offer vastly amended by Sir Stafford Cripps 
and the British Government during the two weeks of discussion that took 
place in this city. Therefore; let us not be led away in thinking that the 
Congress rejected the offer as we know it and as was brought out by Sir 
Stafford Cripps. It was the offer that was amended, and some inkling of 
that amendment has been given to the public by the press—^it was that 
offer tj^at was rejected. 

I have no time to go into the reasons for that rejection, but it is a well- 
known fact that on the 8th April that offer was practically accepted. It 
was only on the 9th, the very next day, that something occurred and its 
rejection was announced to India and the world. But may I point out 
another fact which some of us are inclined t6 forget—^that the demand 
made by the Congress on the morning of the 9th April did not have the 
oomplete suppori ^ the Muslim League, ahd if it had been accepted by 
the Irtish Oovemment as suggested by the Congress, I am afraid that it 
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loight have been strongly opposed by a political party worthy of the sanie 
consideration as the Congress itself. It is not much use our decrying 
either the strength, the influence or the power of either the Congress or of 
the Muslim League. We have to admit willy-nilly that the Congress is 
the most powerful political party in India. We have to admit that, 
although it does not represent the whole of India by any means, it is the 
most powerfully organised party in India. We have to admit willy-nilly 
that the Muslim League largely represents the Muhammadans as a whole. 
There wun be no political party that represents every person, but as a 
- whole it must be understood that the Muslim League does represent 
Muhammadan opinion. The very fact that there is one block in this 
House of my Muslim friends representing the Muslim League—I see very 
few outside that block except my friend on my left . . . (Interruption.) 
I see there is one behind me. But the fact remains that the Muslim 
League -does represent the Muhammadans if any political party does. 
Therefore, I desire to point out that the demands made on the 9th April 
by the Congress dM not appear to have the complete and absolute support 
of the Muslim Ijeague. That was perhaps one of the reasons why it was 
rejected. But it as deplorable, it is most unfortunate for this country 
that the offer was rejected. It has led to the Congress resolution, it has 
brought about, for the time being I hope only, a state of affairs in this 
coutry which cannot but be described as most deplorable. 

Now I would ask myself, what is it that the Congress desired to attain 
by the decisions that it arrived at? It, for the first time, called the civil 
‘ disobedience movement “open rebellion.” We have had many civil dis¬ 
obedience movements in this country, but never have the Congress or 
any of its important leaders called them “open rebellion.” On this occa¬ 
sion they called it “open rebellion.” Naturally by the consequences that 
they would bring about in thi.s country they hoped to attain their object of 
making the British Government quit India. They must have been over¬ 
confident is all that I can say, but suppose they did or will attain their 
object of forcing the British Government to their knees and making them 
quit this country, do the Congress leaders believe that once they them¬ 
selves are in the saddle after the British Government have quitted, they 
will get the willing, cordi-al co-operation of the other parties and specially 
of the Muslim League? If they had that belief, may I ask, why did they 
not make an attempt to get that co-operation before landing the country 
into “open rebellion”? If they were confident of attaining their goal by 
“open rebellion,” why did they not get that co-operation before they 
attempted an “open rebellion,” and thus attain their object, most probably, 
peacefully? They failed to get that co-operation . . . 

Sardar Sant Singh: Because of the,British people here. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: I have heard it on hundreds of occasions. > May 
I tell my Honourable friend, the Sardar, that I have never known of two 
men who desire to be friends and who know that a third person is ' an 
enemy and desires to. keep them apart, to fall an easy prey to that third 
person the enemy, if they have any oommonsense. I cannot think much 
of any parties which can be made to quarrel by a third patty even though 
they are aware of the fact that the third party , is deliberately out for mis¬ 
chief. It must be due to weakness, mental, physical, and moral. 

Stodar Sant Slngk: May I interrupt my Honourable friend? 
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Sir Oowasji Jehangir: I do not wish to be interrupted. I do not give 
way. You get it back because you interrupted me. I did not interrupt 
you. The fact remains that they did not get that co-operation and they 
Will not get it if they attain their object of getting into the saddle. They 
will only get a worse revolution than they have created if they beheve 
that they can get that co-operation by coercion or by methods other than 
those of willing and friendly negotiations. Therefore, what is* it that 
they desire to obtain? If they succeed, they must seek the co-operation 
<rf the Muslims and other parties. If they could do tha?, after the revolu¬ 
tion, why didn’t they do it before the revolution. If. they btlieve that Ly 
revolution they can force the hands of the third party, then I confidently 
say that they are much mistaken. .Then what is it that they were out to 
attain? I am not going to take up the time of this Honourable House 
by giving my own personal Views which are of no importance. All I can 
say is that it is very difficult to conjecture what they desire to attain. 

Now, time is slipping bj. I will just touch on one aspeef which has 
been debated in this House—wlio was responsible for these disturbances? 
The Honourable the Home Member mentioned the Andhra Provirudal 
Congress Committee circular which has received publicity in the verna¬ 
cular press already. I understand that the whole of that circular lias 
been printed in the vernacular press of Madras. At any rate, he has given 
us an idea of that circular ^Iay I be allowed to read out the speech of 
Mr. Vallabhai Patel ttiade on the 2nd August oh the Chowpatti sands, 
where according to the Congress Press a hundred thousand people were 
present. Giving an indication about the nature of the corning struggle, 
Mr., Vnllabhai Patel said 

“That it could be described lu one word—hartal; hartal not of the ordinary 
variety. The liartal should be spontaneous and such as will make Government sit 
up and thinl: but also yield to the wishes of the people The Government should 
be made to realise that it cannot function without the co-operation of the people. 
For instance, railways, posts and telegraphs, war industries and things like these 
cannot function usefully without the co-operation of the people. Render these inactive, 
let the railway men stay away from woiic, let workers make it impossible for the war 
industries to be carried on. The Government cannot but yield.” 

Now, there can be no doubt in my mind as to what was in the minds 
of the leaders of the Congress movement, when they referred to the civil 
disobedience movement. I will give the Congress leaders greater credit 
for ability and commonseuse than to agree with the protestuiioiis of some 
people that the Congress believed that they could carry out this programme 
with non-violence. I cannot give them credit for such stupidity. I give 
them credit for great ability and great commonsense. I must come to the 
conclusion that they knew that this programme cannot be larried out 
with non-violence. It may be that others have assisted them; others of 
whom they may ijot have been aw^are have come in to assist them but from 
what I hqye heard it does appear that a good deal of the damage w^as pre- 
nieditatied, especially when they came to strategical points and, therefore, 
I cannot believe that the Congress continues to believe in mui-violenco— 
at least many of their leaders. ^ 

Mr. President; I had some more to say, but my time is exhausted. 
I spacially wanted to say a word or two about repression. 1 want to ask 
a>y Honourable friends what a Swarajist Government would have dono 
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if they had been in a similar position to the present one. I desire to point 
out to this House what the Congress Governments did in the provinces, to 
put down violence—^how they ordered shooting and how rapidly they enme 
to the decision that shooting was necessary. I would like to point out to 
this Hoi^purable House how the Congress Government in Bombay put 
down the Press, suppressed the Press and it was the High Court of Bombay 
which came to the rescue of the public. I would also point out that the 
greatest credit was due to the Prime Ministers of Bombay and Madras and 
of the Home Members in those two provinces, with what rapidity and 
with what ability they put down violence and what threats they sent out. 
I remember the Home Member, through the Police Commissioner, giving 
a warning to the rioters that if they did not desist from rioting and violence 
within two hours he would order out the Military to shoot indiscriminately. 
That warning stopped that violence, because it came from an Indian Home 
Member. I would ask my Honourable friends, especially the one. who is the 
6 ®-Ptwan of an Indian State, and the other who is a would-be member of 
the Executive Council, what they would have done in a similar position. 
Being responsible men, I maintain that they would have acted like those 
distinguished Home Members of the Provinces of Bombay and Madras. 

Hr. P. J. OillBtliE: Mr. President, although the Besoluticn before us 
does not, by its terms, direct our attention to any specific points it doesr 
in fact by its intention, ask us to consider two separate subjects. We are 
asked in the first place to approve of the action taken by Government to 
put down the civil disobedience movement and, secondly, we are invited 
to examine the causes of those disturbances and if possible to suggest how 
those causes can be removed. 

I do not propose to dwell at great length on the first of those two- 
subjects, partly because it seems 'to me of less practical use than the 
consideration of the second subject and partly because it seems clear to me 
that the very catalogue of incidents, and the barbarous nature of the out¬ 
rages themselves, make it quite clear to any thinking man that strong 
action had to be employed and that any Government which had failed to 
take that strong action would not have been worthy of the name of Govern¬ 
ment. We have had civil disobedience movements in this country in the 
past, we have had terrorism in the past, but never before have we had 
such deliberate, coldly calculated attempts to inflame public opinion with 
such dire results. If each one of these incidents had been an isolated 
occurrence, it would still have been necessary that the utmost rigour of the 
law should be employed in putting them down. But when we see, i.s we 
do see beyond doubt, that they conform to a single type, that in general 
they jH-oceed according to a uniform plan, that they were part of a con¬ 
certed and, fortunately, abortive attempt at open rebellion, there is no 
roojn for doubt in our minds that had this Government or the Proviticiel 
Governments, been guilty of weakness we shopld have been entitled to 
charge them with criminal neglect of .their duties. They acted strongly 
at a time when weakness might well have been fatal, fatal not only to 
internal security but to the external safety of the country. Think what a 
temptation it would have been to Japan if, thanks to weakness on the part 
of the Government, all the main lines of communioation in this country 
had been destroyed for many months ahead, tliink' what rejoicing there 
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must ' be in Japan even now at the measure of dklooation and disorder 
w«a achieved. Let ua he thankiui tbtat for once a* least—and I say 
‘for once’ advisedly—, Government acted strongly ajjd did what was re¬ 
quired to put down these disturbances. We, in this Group, stand fully 
behind the Government in the actiorr that was taken and, speaking for 
myself, if I have any criticism at all to level at Govemmapt, it is that in 
some respects they should have acted more strongly «,ad more prompGy. 
I charge them particularly with weakness in dealing with certain sections 
of the press. Even after the passing of the so-called restrictive orders, 
certain of the great newspapers of this country, including one paper pub¬ 
lished in this particular town, came out day by day with flaring headlines 
which were likely and I believe, deliberately calculated to stir up public 
opinion and to give the people of India the impression that the whole 
country from end to end was up in arms. I believe myself that if Govern¬ 
ment had shown more resolution in controlling the press during those few 
days, much of what followed might have been avoided. But apart frean 
that criticism, in so far as they took strong action, Chivemment have the 
fullest support of the European Group. 

1 am, however, much more concerned with the causes of the distur¬ 
bances than I am with the action taken to put them down. It seems to 
me that there are three main factors which have been at work. Of these 
three main factors, there are tivo towards the removal of which the 
European Group can make some contribution, while the third factor 
must be in the hands of Indians themselves. I emphasise this point 
because we in the European community are anxious to take our full share 
of responsibility for the welfare of this country. As my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Lawson, told you yesterday, whatever may have been the ease in the 
past, we now seek no privileged position. We seek nothing but the right 
to share in the duties and the rights of the other communities nf this 
country. I have said that there were three factors producing the present 
disturbances. The first of those factors is the profound and widespread 
mistrust of Britain's intentions which exists in large classes of the Indian 
public. The second factor is the economic one,—the difficulty with regard 
to the purchase of foodstuffs and other essential commodities, while the 
third factor is the determination of the Congress party to have its fwn 
way at all costs. 

Let me take those factors briefly one by one. First, the factor of the 
very widespread mistrust which exists regarding Britain’s intentions with 
regard to the future of India. To some extent, my community are to be 
blamed for the prevalence of this mistrust. We have kept silent too long 
and we ought to have said very much more in the psist about our determi¬ 
nation to see a free India. To the extent to which we failed to make our 
sentiments known on that point, we must accept some share of responsi¬ 
bility. The fact remains that there is this widespread suepici<m that Britain 
does not intend to part with power, and this is the real root cause of the 
trouble. If the people of India believed in Britain’s genuineness, if they 
were convinced that in a short time—immediately after the war—Britain 
was going to part with power, I do not believe that for the sake of paining 
two or tliree 5 ears they would have been’ willing to plunge this country 
into disorder end td endanger it mort gi’ieatly than it is already endan¬ 
gered. We, therefore, have to remowe this suspicion, that Britain d<Je» 
not Mtend to part with power. *1%' acguqaeat seems to run Iflie 
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Thfe August 1040 offer, poor as it was, was only made after Dunkirk: the 
Cripps offer, however much ;)ou dislike it, was only made, it is said, after 
Britain was in trouble in the Far East. In other words the allegation is 
that Britain has only acted wlien circumstances have forced her hands, 
and the allegation is that, when circumstances improve, Britain will once 
again wriggle out of what she has promised and will find some excuse 
for not implementing her ])romi.se. That is the suspicion and I want to 
reply to that suspicion. I want to reply to it, not merely as the Deputy 
Leader of the European Group, but as an individual Englishman. I trust 
the nationalist press will give full publicity to this statement so that they 
can, if necessary, hold it U]! against me in years to come. I want to 
make it perfectly clear that I regard myself, as an individual, solemnly 
and completely bound by the promise of His Majesty’s Government I 
understand that promise to be, that India is to ha^e full and complete 
self-deternimation at the earliest possible moment after the war. W hen 
I say ‘at the earliest possible moment’, 1 do not mean ten, fifteen or 
twenty years, 1 understand that promise to mean that the only time 
interval which is required will be the time mechanically necessary for the 
holding and the decisions of the Constituent Assembly Whether lhat 
will take six weeks or six months, I have no idea. It is in the hands of 
the Assembly. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: We do not agree with that: it won’t 
satisfy us. 

( 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: With the limited time at my disposal, I am not 
prepared to deal with interruptions. I wish to make it abundantly clear 
that we accept the promise of self-determination as a personal obligation. 

1 said “self-determination ’. It is for you to say what you want. Our 
position IS that it will be for India to say what India wants. Groat J^ritain 
will not say what India wants: India will say what India wants. My 
Leader has told you that the whole of the European community stands 
behind this promise and he also said that to the best of our ability we will 
implement that promise, or rather that we will assist in implementing (hat 
promise. I go much further than that. Perhaps I am a more truculent 
person then my Leader and I say that if by any chance any Government, 
whether here or at home, were to attempt to evade that promise or go 
back on it, I would be the first Member of this Assembly to lead a move¬ 
ment against that Government, either here or in England. As far as 1 
am concerned, I will stand for no juggling with the promise whiqh Britain 
has given that India at the earliest moment after the war shall determine 
her own constitution, her own futur*>. 

Who is that you really doubt? Is it the British capitalist? There is 
some curious suspicion that the British capitalist at all costs will prevent 
India from attaining freedom. Could you think of a more solemn assurance 
than has been given you on the floor of the House by t|hree Members of 
this Group on behalf of the British capitalist? Who is better fitted than 
my friend, Sir Henry Richardson, to tell you what the British capitalist 
is prepared to do? As a former President of the Associated Chambers and 
the head of a great industrial and commercial concern, surely when he 
tells you that he stands firmly by Britain’s promise, you can put aside the 
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suspicion that the British capitalist is not prepared to play. Then, you 
have my friend, Mr. Lawson, the President of the European Association. 
Who is more qualified to give you an assurance on behalf of the British 
people? If assurances of this kind will not satisfy the Honourable Mem¬ 
bers of this House, then it is beyond the wit of man to do or say anything 
which could drive away from them these lingering sOspicions. Why, in 
fact, is it that some Honourable Members are inclined to distrust our 
sincerity ? It seems to me there are two reasons—I cannot deal with either 
of them in detail, but I will just mention them. The first is our alleged 
unwillingness to transfer power immediately. To whom are w'c to transfer 
power? Are we to transfer it to the Congress? Will my friends over 
there acclaim that proposal? Are we to transfer it to the Muslim League? 
Am I expected to believe that just because of the so-called Congress offer, 
the Hindu Mahasabha or any of niy friends sitting here will stand for an 
arrangement of that kind? Perhaps my Honourable friend, Sardar Sant 
Singh, with his fondness for metaphysical abstraction would say, you 
should transfer power to the Indian people. You cannot transfer j ower 
to an abstraction, you have to transfer power to a set of individuals, to 
some who is entitled to pass orders. The whole job of a Constituent 
Asssembly, after the War, will be to decide which is the body or bodies of 
'people to whom Britain has to transfer power. That is the very meaning 
of a Constituent Assembly. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Is it beyond your genius jto find it out? 

Mr. P. J. Oriiliths: It is not beyond my genius, if you give me power 
and the time. Bht the trouble is that it takes time. 

Sardar Sant Singh: It has taken three years. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths ; It takes time, it involves energy and it also involves 
facing certain fundamental issues which cannot be dodged. You cannot 
decide to whom tc transfer power without first settling whether there is 
to be Pakistan or Hindustan. When you summon the Constituent 
Assembly after the war, that question will have to be settled and it will 
be for the people of this country to settle it. It will be their decision 
that the British Government will have to accept. 

The second reason why I think we are perhaps suspected is based on 
vague and unproven allegation, which some Honourable Members have 
eften repeated, that Britain does not keep her promises. I think it is 
my Hcnourable friend, Sardar Sant Singh, who has said from time to 
time, “what about the last war, what about the promises that Britain 
made the i and did not keep ’ ’ ? Am I right in my assumption ? 

Sardar Sant Singh: Quite right. 

Mt. P. J. Orimths: 1 have been waiting for many months and I am 
still waiting to hear what promise given by Britain in the last war has 
not been kept. 

Sardar Sant Singh: The promise of self-determination for all nations 
I am referring to the 14 points of Mr. Wilson. 
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Mr. P. J. Oriffitlui: The only promise given to India in the last war 
was th'i promise given by the late Mr. Montagu in the'House of Oonitndns 
in August 1917. That promise related to the increasing association of 
Indians in all branches of the administration. Have you not had that 
increasing association? Look at the Treasury Benches. You may say 
that this front Bench is unsatisfactory. But I am asking you not whether 
it is satisfactory, but whether it amounts to increasing association of Indians 
in all branches of the administration. You may say that the Montagu 
annoui'cement was insufficient, you may say that something better should 
have been promised. I am not arguing that point at all. What I am telling 
you is that the only promise which was made by Britain to India in the 
last war wa^ implemented to the hilt. If you cast your mind Sack to that 
promise, you will remember, that rightly or wrongly, that promise referred 
to the graduj.l attainment of self-government. You may think that was 
wrong, you mav think the promise should have been for the sudden attain¬ 
ment of self-determination. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Our reading is different. 

Mr. P. J. Orifflths: I am merely trying to meet the allegation that the 
promise which was given was not kept. Therefore, there is no basis for 
the plea that because a promise made in the last war was broken, the 
present promise of Britain is not sincere. I do ask my Honourable 
friends with all the earnestness that I can command to accept this assur¬ 
ance which I give on behalf of my community, as well as on my own 
behalf, that we are completely sincere and genuine in saying that India 
is to hav'' full self-determination and can decide what exactly her future 
is t,) be, after the war. I have now dealt with the first factor, the factor 
of mistrust, partly Responsible for the present disturbances. 

The second factor to which I must refer very briefly is the economic 
factor. The plain fact is that in all parts of the country, people are finding 
it hard to get food grains, kerosene and many other essential comnapdities 
and if they get them at all, they havp to pay very high prices. There is a 
very widespre.od feeling in this country, which I think the Government 
should be aware of, that Government are not tackling this problem with 
sufficient earnestness. I know (here are many difficulties connected with 
the probljm which the public do not realise. But I know too that if 
Government want a contented India, if this Government want people to 
carry on during the transition period, they have to solve the problem of 
making foodstuffs and essential commodities available in the places where 
they are required. In some provinces, useful work has been done in this 
direction but in other provinces little indeed has been done. In my own 
constituency < f Assam, until the last few days, nothing whatsoever hag 
been dona The problem has been left to take care of itself. In dealing 
with this problem, I feel that Government are too much inclined to sit 
back and say, it is a Very difficult pi^blem, what can we do? I want to 
tell them hero and now, that every Party in this House and every party 
in tile country demands' that Government shall apply its mind, with greater 
vigour ia the future than it has done in the past, to settling and solving 
this pfoblein of providing foodstuffs ‘ and essential commodities fte the 
people of this country. It ma^ be that.there is no one at present oh the 
Front Bench with sufficient time to attend to that. I xmderst«(hd that 
the Hf'iiourable the Commerce Member deals with many many subj^ts and 
probably he has no time to do whgt is bbviously a whole tiirie fro. It 
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may be that there is a case for having a separate Member of Council to 
deal with this pe^ticular problem. I realise there* may be constitutional 
ditheult'bs about that and 1 am not putting it, forward as a definite sugges¬ 
tion but only as a point for consideration. But the thing I am putting for¬ 
ward ife that by one means or another, the Central Government of this 
countvv, in co-operation with the Provincial Governments has got to solve 
this problbJii of making foodgrains available throughout every part of this 
country except in so far, of course, as they are limited by the purely 
physical facts of lack of certain commodities in this country at all. 

Sir, 1 have dealt with two of the three factors which have led to the 
recent disturbances If time permitted, I should have liked to deal 
with the third factor, in some detail, namely, the determination of the 
Congress party to force its will on this ooimtry at all costs. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The Honourable 
Member knows that there are many Honourable Members anxious to take 
pai*t in the debate. 


Mr. P. J. Ociffltbs: 1 will postpone consideration of this topic to some 
other occasion. I will merely say that though the Congress has done 
great work ri this country in the past, in the last few years it has fallen 
under bad leaderahip. The present Congress Wo^ng Committee is a 
committee under the leadership of men.tinged with totalitarian point of 
vieW; tinged with the idea that a single party is entitled to run the State. 
This totalilariun view is in fact a fascist view and its existence is respon¬ 
sible for the emergence of the proposal for Pakistan. It is that same totali¬ 
tarian viev^ which has brought about the present disturbances in the country 
today. Sir. tliere is no hope for the future of this country if men hoWing 
view's of that kind. 

An Honourable Membwr : What about you ? 

P^. J. Chriffitbs: Don’t bother about us. We are going—if men 
holdii.g views of that kind are allowed to dominate and to run the admi- 
nistfcation of the country. Tliat way lies not freedom, but the hopeless 
night of tyranny. I do appeal to evei^'body in this House and through 
the Bouse to the country at large, to say that however much we are desirous 
of and determined to secure India’s indgiendence, we will not stand for the 
tyranny which, under the cloak of non-violence, is used by the Congress 
as an instrument for imposing their will ttpon their unwilling fellow subjects^ 

Baa Bahadur S. EUvimJ (Nominated Non-Official); Sir^ my keem^s to 
s{>eyi on this occasion is due to the fact tkat the present situation which 
was referred to by the Honourable the Home Member has resulted in 
<»Wnih serious consequences, particularly to my community. It is taken 
Ranted that the movement started by the C^gress has the acceptance 
masses of the people. Whenever sj^akers* in this Bouse refer to it 
a nUAM moviemahtv I really want to prmest agaihst it. Sir, the {sresent 
{Ration has got its roots in the past. It is mot only the anxiety of the 
Obhikesla to enfbrce its demabds that ba re^ontible lor this situation, but 
i^ H also the attitude of the Government in the past. In fact, the Con- 
gmhe, till ilia other day, was the pet child the Government and in every 
thb Goiyn«amant thought that by sutisi^ittg the demailda of the 
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Congress r.hey would have done everything by India, that they would 
have satisfied themselves. But the real reason is that the appetite of the 
Congress grew with what it fed on, which was the policy of surrender 
which the Government in the past have adopted so far as Congress demands 
were concerned to the detriment and disappointment of the other important 
elements in the national life of the country. So, to a large extent, the 
Government of India are to blame for the situation that exists today. 
Now, the Congress in its turn having been given to believe that they are 
the most important and the only telling element in the political, life of 
this country, naturally jvent one step further and thought that a greater 
pressure on th ^ Government would make them yield to their demands. 
That was the view of the Congress. So they took to this, extreme step of 
resorting to violence to enforcfe their demands and bring pressure upon 
the Government thereby. 

I personally would not have ventured my remarks as to the peculiar 
relatioush'p that has existed between the Congress and the Government 
in the past. Well, both of them, according to our view—that is the view 
of the scheduled castes,—are fast friends so far as their business is con¬ 
cerned- The bania, whether he is brown or white, ha-i the same mentality. 
It is business first with him and it is business Isat with him, and it is 
business, as usual, with him even during the time of the war. We have 
had instances in Bombay where, the baniaa of Bombay, while in public 
they declared that they would and did close all their- shops in pursuance 
of their 'decision to observe complete hartal, really removed all their stores 
before the 8th of August t-o their private godowns and were carrying on 
the trade there. That is the kind of hartal that we are being told is 
takin*' place now in Bombay. 

As 1 have said, they were very keen on their-business—both the British 
and the Congress. Now that aspect of it has reached its culmination when 
Sir Stafiord Cripps came. Already m the month of March, before the 
f.nival of Sir Statford Cripps, I had expressed my doubts as to the success 
which Sir Stafiord will be able to achieve, and also as to the policy that 
he will adopt towards the scheduled castes in India. My fears were per¬ 
fectly justified and we found that when Sir Stafford Cripps came, he 
came,—as was very rightly pointed out by the previous speakers, parti¬ 
cularly by my Honourable friend. Sir Cowasji Jehangir, and also by my 
Honourable friend. Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi—he came with the object 
of pacifying th(3 Congress only. According to him the Congress was every¬ 
thing and the rest were nowhere. That is the attitude of the British Gov¬ 
ernment. The previous speaker—a member of' the ■ European Group, my 
Honourable friend, Mr. P. J. Griffiths, referred to the technique of how 
the Britishers make their promises and how they try to keep them. So 
far as my community is concerned, they have not kept their promise and 
they have definitely committed a breach of assurance. For a long time 
past and for some years before Sir Staff<H:d Cripps came to India we have 
been assured' both by His Majesty’s Government and the representatives 
of Hi< Majesty’s Government—by His Excellency the Viceroy of India and 
by other spokesmen in the Parliament—that the interests of the Scheduled 
Classes will be secured under any constitution and that our interests will 
be safeguarded, but in the Cripps’ proposals we were dropped like hot 
potato and wo were left to ourselves to face the constitutional position. 
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BO much BO that we now find that the British Parliament and His 
Majesty’s Goverinnent are prepared to let down anybody in case they will 
themselves be profited by such a process and that is what has happened 
during the time ol Sir Stafford Cripps. We immediately entered our 
protest and wa rejected the proposals because those proposals did not con¬ 
tain an assurame of our safeguards. It was, however, pointed out to us 
that Sir Stafford Cripps will secure our rights by means of a treaty between 
Briiaiii and India. Well, the suggestion is that, if the Scheduled Classes 
are nrt able to get their rights settled under the i constitution that might 
coii'c into e.xiatcnce under the scheme, Britain will treat it as a breach of 
treaty obligation on thi part of India and that the British Navy will come 
and protect us and that there will be an invasion of India bv the British 
Armv to secure the rights of the Scheduled Classes. If that is the proposal it 
is toi far-fetched and one in which we could not have any faith at all, 
because we have seen that so far as many of the smaller countries of 
Europe arc concerned, moat of those countries were disappointed during 
the time of what is called the Munich Settlement. The. Munich mentality 
has continued to be the basis of the attitude of the British Government 
towards the interest of the Scheduled Classes in India 

Sir, ihero is another point in the Cripps proposals to which I must 
refer There again we entered our protest; it was the manner by which 
th.' constitution ought to be settled in India. We are against the method 
of Constituent Assembly. I do not know whether the Muslim I^eague 
agrees to that or not, hut we have made it definitely clear that we are 
against tho method of Constituent Assembly for the purpose of settling 
the constitution of India. 

Sir Muhammad 'Xamin Khan: We are not agreeable. 

Rao Bahadur N. Sivaraj: Having made it perfectly clear that we are 
against that mefhod, we now find that the question of the settlement of 
demands of the Bcpiessed Classes can go only before a tribunal of the 
United Nations. Sir, at the Session of the All-India Scheduled Cla.<?ses 
Federation held at Nagpur, over which I had the honour to preside, J made 
this statement with regard to our attitude towards war and the war effort: 

“We know and feel that unless the Allies succeed in defeating the Axis, India 
has no chance of becoming a free country. If we now help the Allies to win the war 
I assure you that a settlement of our problems will come before the tribunal of the 
United Nations and will receive consideration which has not hitherto been bestowed 
•n it by the British Government.” 

Sir this feonliment has been given expression to by all the repre-. 
Sentatives of the Depressed Classes throughout India including the Hon¬ 
ourable Member for Labour—and we have come to that oonelusion because 
of the fact that Entpin and the British Government, placed as they are 
in the present rircuni&tances in India having vested interests in this countrj- 
cannot do justice so far as our people are concerned, and that with regard 
to I'elationship n..>t merely between Britain and India but between Britishers 
and every other community in India, we sincerely feel that ttie only 
tribunal before which we can expect any fair settlement will be the tribunal 
of the United Nations. 

That being so^ we feel that we must exert every bit and see that the 
war effort of India is not tampered with. We have already contributed 
quite a large number of men to the varioils branches of the Indian Army 
and the Indian defence forces. As a matter of fact, we have already got 
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two separate regiments of the Scheduled Classes in the Bombay Presi¬ 
dency called the Mahar battuhou or the Mahar regiment. Then we have 
sent a large number of men from the Madras Presidency; out of the 
record number that the Madras Presidency recruited for the war purposes 
our community forms a very large part, fn addition, we have the Anny 
Technical Training Scheme and the Civil TTaining Scheme; we have sent a 
largo number of people, particularly from the Madras Presidency to these 
branches of the Army. We feel that unless the Allies succeed, unless 
the United Nations achieve victory, we have no chance of getting our 
grievances remedied. Such being the case, we the Depressed Classes 
throughout India, us has been very correctly pointed out by the Hon- 
ouraiil-j the Home Member, liuve kept aloof from this movement, which 
has been started by the Congress. 

The Congress wants to gam tw'o objects at one stroke. One is to 
aohieve thr independence of India, as they call it, and the other is to put 
down the various other elements m the country, viz., the minorities. 
The violence which is now resorted to against the Government, the violence 
and thi atrocitie.s that they are now committing with a view to bring 
Government to their knees will be turned on the other unfortunate com¬ 
munities who ai'ti not in great numbers, though certainly they command 
mor(3 courage, and, as Mr. Jinnah has pointed out, have greater guts. As 
a matter of fact, the thing lias nlre.idy shown itself in a very serious a.spoct. 
Opr people in many places, and particularly in the villages, are subject 
to the domination, the intimidation, and the coercion of these people, 
who call themselves the Congressmen, or the Hindus. We have had 
instances, ana I regret to say that no counter-steps have been taken so far, 
that our people, have been intimidated to join tjiis movement, and have 
suffered casilalties ih villages. Particularly, I would like to draw the 
attention of the Honourable the Home Member, in tackling the present 
situation, to take into consideration cases such as these: In Nagpur (I 
win just read a statement of a complaint which has been made to me) 
there were indications of communal trouble because the Mahars refused 
to come out even when the mills w'ere closed by the Managers. The caste 
Hindus then pretfehded tO bum down the houses of the Mahars in places 
such as Sahichati ahd Mangalwari in Nagpur. The Mahars of these locali¬ 
ties were made to ruh fbr fear of dahger to their lives. The house of 
Mr. J. T. Meshram, Secretary of the Civil Station Municipal Sub-Corn- 
mitt.3e, Nagpur, whs threatened to be burnt down, and in the villages 
the Mahars ^ei*e piit ^ trouble and loss,'but so far no definite informa¬ 
tion has been received bht we have received reports to show that the 
Mahar hvfitee 6f Kuhl village in Umrer I’ahsil of Nagpur has been totally 
bitfnt dOM^, aWd sl6 00. Ih abd other places where our labourers 

wanted to go tO the mflls, when thq mills were closed down on account 
of ^kes, diffl'dhttitjs wei*^ put in their way. I approached the authorities 
and asked thom vvbat to do. Ilie authorities felt that unless all the 
labourers returned it ‘wOUld not be possible for the mills to open. I have 
knmvn cases like that. So in these ways coercion has been resoHed to, 
pkrttcularly to thht Our people tkhe phrt in these disturbances, while 
t^ leaders of thb cOnuhOfniU flirougbOui India have definitely declared that 
o# people must TtoOn ftOrn MiCife diititfbances. So the GoyeWnietoi 
o’h^it to she tna't in iach bksh^ rCM Meteute of feM is ^ven t6 our ^opte 
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and wherev3r houses have been burnt down and other destruction of pro¬ 
perty has taken place, enough compensation is awarded to our people. 

Then I want to refer to the other question, viz., the question of collect¬ 
ive fines. It is very unfortunate. Sir, that collective fines should have 
been imposed in certain places, irrespective of the person on whom the 
incidence would fall. It is a fact that we, the Scheduled Castes, have 
kept aloof, and ought also necessarily to keep aloof owing to the system 
of untouchability and to the fact that we have to reside ail the time in 
what ate called the Mahar wards and oheris But, in spite of that, I 
should like to mention that the Government, in the matter of collective 
fines, should see that our people are also exempted and that particular 
care is taken as regards them. 1 find that in an announcement made 
by the Central Provinces Government the- Muasalznans have been exempt¬ 
ed. I certainly suggest that it will be unfair that my community ought 
to be exclude I from the exemption which haa been granted to the Muslim 
Community with regard to these collective fines. 

Finally, stating the position of the Scheduled Castes, we have never 
said at anv time that we stood for the continued slavery of India o-r that 
Indii should be under a foreign domination. We have always made it 
plain that we shall not interfere with any measure or auy agitation that 
is carried on for the freedom of this country. What we have be^n all'dhe 
time claiming is a just and a right share in the administration of the 
country, not with a view to run the Government ourselves, but with a view 
to sOe that the Oovei-nment is not run against us. It is for that purpose 
that all our leaders, from whatever platform they have spoken, have' 
mentioned this particular aspect of the question. We are not anxious 
to run the Government of India. We do not certainly like to become the 
Presidenl of the Indian Republic, or become the Viceroy of India at once. 

Tke Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney (Member for Indians Overseas) ; Why 
not? 

Bao Babador N. SivaraJ: If merit counts, it may be but if caste counts, 
it may noc be. 

We are not at all afraid of even going into open competition with the 
rest o; the communities in India, provided we are guaranteed the advant¬ 
ages and privileges the other communities enjoy now. 

Sir, I wish to conclude my statement by saying that we feel that the 
questioh of the Scheduled Castes will bo ultimately settled before the 
tribunnl of the United Nations; and secondly, we are interested in the 
victory of the United Nations' Towards that end we shall do everything 
to Boe tbai we support this war effort. There is a particular point which 
I Wish to mention, viz., tha^ if the Govettunent should let us down in the 
mfeittlar of giving protection in this emergettOy, we shall be obliged to take 
odlf aCtim which may lead fo Moc^shed and obstruction of the war 

ICr. Mnhnininad Nauman (Patna and Cbota Nagpur cum Orissa; 
Muhammadan): Mr. President, Sir I do not lyant to Indulge in the recital 
■of the storie.s of the excesses and hooliganisjn oommitted either by the Con- 
grtiSe members and their supporters or bv the authority responsible for 
iribMtelbfhg law arid oriler. So far as trit ^i^vince of Bihar is concerned, it 
wtMS^l^sfdbd, i.$., baeasui%6 hy* ihb and their supporters. 
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Ar least ia my province, I do not know of any excesses which were com¬ 
mitted by the police Honourable Members have cited stories of some 
excesses by the military and the police in Karachi and in Delhi. Oi 
course, tJioso Members may have verified the truth in the stories and the 
Government sho<ild redress them at once and so far as my province is con¬ 
cerned, nc report ever came to me that there were any measures as a retalia¬ 
tion by those in charge of law and order. 

Sir, as son as hooliganism started on the llth< we noticed that the 
police Wf^s made absolutely powerless, or was temporarily demoralized by 
the wild denionstrjitions of all kinds of violence. The Honourable the 
Home Member has averred that in Bihar a good number of police- 
officeis and their staff were killed, injured and even burnt alive. That 
is the story of this movement and only a year ago in a small locality of 
Tiihar, in Patna District within about 50 square miles area, this very 
Hindu group or at least the supporters of this group, measured their 
strength in a con.munal fight with the Mussalmans and the result was 
that Muslim children of four years and five years along with Muslim adults 
men and womra were butchered down; and for what reason? Because 
they belonged to some other nationality. Hindus thought that they had 
©very justification to slaughter those innocent human beings who called 
themselves “Muslims”. 

At Fatwa stat.or, a few Europeans were dragged out of the Railway 
1 p* M. comn.u'tment and were butchered down and their dead bodies- 
were taken in procession by the Hindu Congress mob and their 
supporters; and what was the crime of those European officers? The 
crime was that they belonged to a nationality other than Hindus. I have 
not got the time to recite all those atrocities committed by the mob but 
this is enough to suggest the magnitude of the crimes committed in that 
area. About 360 wagons were looted in Mokameh, Bhita and Railway 
Station buildings of Patna city and Gulzarbagh with few others w'ere 
burnt; municipal buildings were burnt; of course, it was a planned affair. 
So far as the general public were concerned nothing was done against 
them; no provocation was given even to the Muslims in spite of their 
neutrality which they maintained strongly. That goes to the credit of the- 
mob; they had sense enough even in that state of mental frenzy. 

The point is whether the police was capable of meeting the situation 
or not. I believe in a majority of ca.9es they were not in a position to 
meet the situation; with about half a dozen or ten unarmed constables and 
a sub-inspector they could not defend the poliee stations and meet the fury 
of the mob which consisted sometimes of five thousand or six thousand 
persons, My concrete suggestion on this point is that the Government of 
India in consultation with Provincial Governments should immediately 
try to arm the police stations with an adequate number of armed constables- 
and give weapons sufficient to cope with situations like this. My modest 
suggestion would be to have at least ten armed constables in every police 
station. 

An Honourable Member: What would be the cost? 

Mr. Muhammad Kauman: Whatever the cost may be, I am not con¬ 
cerned, because if £12 million which is equivalent to about eighteen 
crores of rupees a day can be spent for the war at least another £12 million 
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or 18 crores per year can be spent for maintaining law and order in 
this country, which is equally essential, and that money can be found from 
the budget. Another factor which has got to be seriously considered is 
why the police was so demoralised. During the Congress Ministries, the 
police was practically at the dictates of the Congress camp followers, and 
the Ministries were such as would follow everything which their camp 
followers said; with the result that the officialdom and the police deterio¬ 
rated in prestige and in action as well during that time, and became so 
demoralised, the results of which are becoming apparent in communal 
clashes and now . . . 

An Sonoiirable Mwnber; Where is the Congress Ministry? They are 
not functioning now. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: I said it was during those two years 
Ministry, the consequence of which we find now that the police has deterio¬ 
rated in prestige and are not capable of meeting any situation now. 

There were certain suggestions that in some cases the Hindu police 
was in sympathy with the mob. There may have been isolated cases here 
and there; and in those cases my suggestion would be, as I told His Ex¬ 
cellency the Governor of Bih.ar, that such cases may be examined indivi¬ 
dually; but I cannot make any sweeping remark on the general Hindu 
police with any sense of responsibility as many of them were as loyal and 
faithful as could have been expected. I can only say that they were 
demoralised because they had not enough force to meet the fury of the 
mob; and I 'have, therefore, suggested that they should be sufficiently 
armed to meet such situations if they are repeated in future. 

Now, I come to the movement itself. Congress does not want to accept 
respoiisib'lity. It seems to me really surprising that Congressmen and their 
supporters should not be ready to own this movement; they are now shy 
of accepting the responsibility. If they have- the courage of their convic¬ 
tion and if they feel that “Quit India” is the right slogan, they should 
certainly say that this is the justification of the slogan. They should have 
better courage and come forward and say that they were justifying their 
retolutioii of the All India Congress Committee by the actions of disturbing 
and paralysing the Government. Why should they be shy of saying that? 

An Honourable Member: 'fbe Congress is in prison. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: Then who were the people who acted like 
this? . . . (interruption). It is clear to me—it may be a riddle to my 
friend who interrupted; but it is clear to many other people'also. I feel 
that the purpose of this “Quit India” slogan was to coerce the British 
Government to accept the fascist dictation of the Congress. Their pro¬ 
gramme shows that all their talk of non-violence as their creed was only 
a veil of hypocrisy; violence was the real purpose behind it and it was 
resorted to with full force. They thought that the time for a trial of 
strength had come and after the sanction received in the meeting of the 
All India Congress Committee they wanted that trial of strength with the 
present government should begin. Sir Cowasji Jehangir speaking just 
before I got up read out a few lines of Vallabhai Patel’s speech which in 
a few words gave the entire programme of destruction and devastation. 
Honourable Members will understand that the same kind of bulletin was 
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distributed in Delhi, in Calcutta, in Patna, in Madras, in Nagpur and all 
other places simultaneously. That shows it was well planned and orga¬ 
nised and a concerted action. I urn pi-epared to give Congress group credit 
for that, but why are they shy of accepting responsibility? They^ shoiUd 
have the courage to say “We have done it and we will do it again. Why 
are you shy of it? You should go to prison, you should face bullets if you 
think you are honest about your resolution; and if you have got the courage 
of your conviction you should own this movement as yours and yours only. 
ITiat is my contention and nothing more. 

Another purpose behind the launching of tiiis civil disobedience move¬ 
ment was to overawe the Muslims ih such parts of the country where 
they are in a minority. The Muslims remained neutral and the reason is 
obvious Muslim League maintains the position that as our co-operation 
was not asked for by the Government we had no alternative but to remain 
neutral. At the same time we said to the Congress that as Congressmen 
are not prepared to accept our proposition, we have nothing to say except 
that we should remain neutral. The ideology of independence which the 
Congress claims has probably got its own meaning. The right of self- 
determination which they think is their birth-right for themselves has 
probably no place for the other nations in this country or in the world of 
their own making. Congress claim for the independence of India means 
that they should be accepted in partnership with the Allied Nations who are 
lighting against the Fascist Powers and they say they are prepared to 
fight; the Fascist nations with all possible force at their command provided 
they are taken in partnership by the British and Allied Nations. But the 
same is not offered to us, the Muslims. When we say that we should 
ha%e the same partnership with Hindu brethren, the Congress says, 
“nothing doing”. The cry of self-determination which the Congress and 
its suppctfters indulge in—^it cannot be claimed by the Mussalmans who 
also e>;claun that, we exist where others exist, as the proverb goes •. 

, “ Ham bhi baste hainjehan khtUq Khuda hasti hai ” 

We have got as much rightful claim on this country as others have. 
Let us have the right of self-determination. It is quite possible thai in 
some parts of the country the Mussalmans may decide to join the same 
unit of federation which Hindu India may join, but give us the right, give 
us that partnership. Why should you fight shy and refuse us that light 
and that liberty which you want for yourselves? That is our point of 
view. We have a very modest demand on the British Cabinet or the Guv- 
emment of India. We say, we are prepared'to co-operate with you within 
the framework of the constitution. We are prepared to render all poskiW© 
help that we may be capable of provided you give us an opportunity to do 
so. Provided you part with some real power and at the same tim© maJs© 
a declaration in unequivocal terms about Pakistan which you have accepted 
during the Cripps mission by implication. 

Pandit Lakahmi Kanta Maitca (Presideaey Division: Non-Muhamsoadan 
Butel): Why did you reject it then? 

Mr. Kuhanunad Kanmaa: It is too late to answ^ you. About the latest 
statement of Mr. ChurchiU I do not w)KDt to say many tilings^ I do not 
want to ©aptese my views at leilgfdi, hut 1 will Bay this mudh. Hi hfid 



81TI}ii,T10N IN 


Ml 


also accepted our conteution that lodia is a land where more divergent 
til'dhlietlts and i^es exist than in the whole of Europe. If small countries 
like Belgium, Montenegro, Bulgaria, and other countries have a right to 
be independent, naturally the Mussalmans of India have got a better right 
to claim independence and Pakistan. That position is accepted by 
Mr. Churchill in the latter part of his statement, but to our surprise, he 
did not go further than to say that the divergent races are there more than 
they are in Europe. He accepted that the Mussalmans were not for this 
movement, and still he was shy of saying that the Mussalmans’ demand 
for self-determination or Pakistan is absolutely correct and rightful. This 
is the reason why we have not been able to do anything and neutrality has 
been thrust upon us by this Government and by our partners, the Congress 
Hindus, who are not prepared to concede to the point of view that we have 
placed before them. What I want to impress is that there was no alter¬ 
native left to the Mussalmans except to remain neutral under the cordi- 
ticns which exist in the country and at the moment. I am thankful to my 
Hindu friends in my province that our neutrality has not been violated 
this time. We were not provoked to any feelings of any communal riot 
there, and I hope that the same good sense will prevail in those who are 
in charge of law and order. 

I will place the point of the Mussalmans regarding the question of 
collective fines. The Mussalmans have remained out of this movement to 
a man, and as a community, and they can rightfully claim that they 
should bo exempted from the purview of these collective fines. His 
Excellency the Governor of Bihar was not in a position to give any definite 
promise to me at that time when I placed this before him but he was 
very sympathetic all through. Although no notification has been issued 
so far in my province, I am glad that notifications have been issued in 
other provinces, exempting Mussalmans. What I want to impress on the 
Government and the Treasury Benches is that the fact having been made 
abundantly clear that the Mussalmans were neutral and had nothing to 
do with this movement, they ought to instruct all Provincial Governments 
to exempt the Mussalmans and notify that fact as soon as possible. I do 
not know if any taxes have been actually realised anywhere in India from 
the Mussalmans. 

, An HonoaftiUe KMnber: There have been. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman; I am told by an Honourable friend that 
there have been instances but I should think that Government should not 
give any provocation in that respect to the Mussalmans. We are neutral 
as against the Government and also as against the Congress movement 
and both must respect our neutrality. 

Mf. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The Honourable 
jjdoniber’s time is up. 


Mr Muhamnind Kauman: However, I hope that Government of India 
Will consider this issue and relieve the ’Mussalmans from any burden of 
'feUective fines, and any taxes that haVe bSefn realised should be refunded 
to them. With these few Words, I Wke my seat. 
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Mr, K. 0, Neogy: Sir, in asking the House to consider the situation 
in the country, the Honourable the Home Member conhned himself to a 
narration of the deplorable incidents that happened during these few weeks. 
To my mind, an adequate appreciation of the position is not possible 
unless we remember two dominating factors that go to contribute to the 
general political atmosphere m the country. The first is that there is 
installed today in the seat of power as British Premier one who has been 
an inveterate enemy of India all his life. He has excelled himself in niS' 
latest utterance which has done more mischief, and alienated more Indians, 
than any other single speech of any British politician has ever done. The 
other equally tragic factor is that in India itself, authority is actually mono¬ 
polised by a set of reactionary die-hards, not overburdened with conscien¬ 
tious scruples, buttressed as they are by the moral support of Indians of 
the type of Sir Cowasji Jchangir whose number luckily for us is not large. 
The Honourable the Home Member confined .himself to the incidents since 
the arrest of the Congress leaders and laid the whole blame on them. Like 
the proverbial ostrich burying its head in the sand, he has ignored the 
widespread prevalence of anti-Government feeling in the country that had 
been steadily growing in volume and intensity long before the Congress 
Working Committee met at Allahabad. Indeed, anti-Government feeling 
was never stronger in India than at present, and much of the responsibility 
for it belongs to the Government itself. The recent disturbances are to 
be ascribed to many complex factors, all of which are not directly political 
in character, and in ignoring the seething discontent prevailing for a long 
time in the country, the Government were unwittingly helping to set the 
stage for the violent outburst which we have witnessed. ITie general 
economic distress which is associated with British rule in India has been 
rapidly increasing of late. The people, a large proportion of whom nor¬ 
mally live in a chronic state of semi-starvation, are now faced with a 
shortage of food due to various factors some of which are connected with 
the War. Other commodities which are required to meet their frugal needs 
are getting scarcer and scarcer, and the prices of all articles are steadily 
soaring higher and higher. Medical help, inadequate m the best of limes, 
is already beyond the means of the vast majority of the people. While 
the very physical existence of the people is thus threatened, the thoughtless 
and heartless actions of a callous bureaucracy, while carrying out measures 
of evacuation involving thousands of poor and ignorant people, have not 
certainly helped to create a feeling of loyalty to the Government. Com¬ 
plaints on this s^ore have been heard for months past, and I myself, in 
my own humble way, have been drawing the attention of the Department 
concerned to the vagaries characterising the orders of evacuation of the 
civil population ever since April last. The Government of India could not, 
however, make up their mind on the subject earlier than last month when 
they issued a Communique laying down certain principles which should be 
followed in such matters. Meanwhile, the mischief had already beeii done, 
and untold hardships had been caused to a silent but resentful population 
whose economic life was seriously disturbed and who were bodily uprooted 
frpm the homes of their ancestors without adequate provision being made 
beforehand for settling them elsewhere, an instance of the policy so 
far followed by the Government in this matter, I would briefly recall the 
salient features of a typical case which 1 brought to the notice of the 
Government. 
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On the 4th April last, as many as 35 villages in the district of Noukhali 
in Bengal were simultaneously evacuated at the shortest possible .lotice, 
And I find that the Government officer concerned made his report recom¬ 
mending scales of compensation on the 9th, that is, five days after the 
Actual evacuation had taken place; and in making this report he says that 
“the people were not allowed to take away their standing huts from their 
villages. There was a smart shower of rain yesterday, adding considerably 
to their difficulties It is essential that we should give them some money 
<iuickly for helping tliem in building new huts in sites in which they i hi-ose 
•to live.” Imagine the distress of the large population affected by this 
order who were expected to look for alternative sites for rebuilding their 
huts after they had been turned out of their hearth and home in pouring 
cain. The scale of compensation proposed in the report is eo poor and 
arbitrary that no civilised Government can possibly support it., But 1 
have no time to go into the details. Many ■ more instances of this kind 
are known to me and other Members of thi.s House. 1 can assure Honour¬ 
able Members that these instances are supported by documents, some of 
which I brought to the notice of the Department concerned in April last, 
and are not based upon rumours, which His Excellency the Governor of 
Bengal, in addressing the joint session of the Bengal Legislature on iMon 
day last, said “wore almost entirely baseless’ . 

Coming next to the actual operation of the policy of denial in some 
parts of Bengal, with which I urn familiar, I should like to point out 
that perhaps Sir Edward Benthall’s statement that boat traffic was en¬ 
couraged rather than discouraged, requires modification. Even the 
Governor of Bengal in his speech referred to the denial to the enemy of all 
forms of transport os one of the most pressing needs, and to the control 
over boots in coastal areas that it has led to. From the complaints re¬ 
ceived by me, some of which I duly forwarded to the Government a few 
months ago, it appears that normal internal trade in certain parts of 
Bengal, where the boat constitutes the only method of transport, was 
seriou.sly interfered with, to the detriment of the economic life of the 
people at large. Another action in carrying out the policy of denial con¬ 
sisted of shifting so-called surplus stocks of foodstuffs from places exposed 
tc the threat of invasion, without due regard to the interests of the people 
concerned. In arriving at an estimate as to what actually constituted 
such surplus, the officers concerned adopted most arbitrary methods, and 
apart from removal of such surplus stocks thqy were in many instances 
kept under lock and key by the police and the owners themselves had on 
occasions to resort to bnbery for the purpose of drawing upon such stocks 
for meeting their needs. 

I now come, though most reluctantly, to a few other painful episodes 
that have happened as a result of the location of troops in different rural 
areas of Bengal. I drew the attention of Government in May last to two 
specific cases, in one of which a few persons, in an area within ten miles 
of Calcutta, lost their lives at the hands of the soldiers, while many others 
were wounded, as a result of a protest which those persons had made 
against pilferings of garden products in which the soldiers were discovered, 
.and abuse of their women-folk in which they indulged. In the Depart¬ 
mental reply dated the 8th June last, I was assured that the matter had 
already been the subject of careful investigation and that the Govern¬ 
ment were awaiting its result. I have not heard anything further in the 
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matter. The next case to which I will refer was also brought to the notice 
of the Department by me and it relates to “atrocities of a revolting nature" 
committed on innocent villagers by a number of soldiers. In making tlris 
charaoterisation, I am merely quoting a few words of a resolution adopted 
by the Working Committee of the Bengal Provincial Muslim League on 
the 19th of April last. I have no desire to shock the House by entfjrmg 
into the horrible details of this incident. Briefly put, it was a case of 
indiscriminate and wholesale rape by soldiers on a large number of wonieti* 
folk inhabiting certain Muslim* villages in the district of Noakhali, the 
gravity of which can be judged from the report that a number of them 
were discovered later in a half-dead condition and some of them actually 
died. The resolutions adopted by the Muslim League in this connection 
do not appear to have led to any tangible result, except that their publica¬ 
tion in the Muslim League Joiirnal, Star of India, was followed liy tJie 
suspension of that newspaper for a few days under orders of the Govern¬ 
ment of Bengal. I wrote to the Department on the 9th May last drawing 
attention to the reports that I had received in this connection, and which 
had not been permitted to be published in the Press, and I poittted cut 
in my letter that the stoppage of the publication of the news in the Ppass 
had not prevented its circulation from mouth to mouth, possibly in an 
ever-increasingly exaggerated manner, throughout the eastern districts of 
Bengal. I tried to impress upon the Department the incalculable harm 
that was done by the circulation of such reports, unless they were followed 
by prompt enquiry and publication of an authorised version at an early 
date. The reply to my letter is dated the 11th May, 1942, in which I was 
told that the Government had already received intimation of the occurrence, 
and that the matter was under examination, firstly, by a Military Court 
of Enquiry, and secondly, by an enquiry by a Magistrate. Nothing fur¬ 
ther is known. 

Promptitude and frankness have never been charswjteristics of this 
Government even in matters of such gravity. Reports of other incidents- 
also occasionally reach us where unfortunate clashes have taken pla6e 
between the civilian population and the military, and women-folk have 
been subjected to molestation. Is it, therefore, to be wondered that bitter¬ 
ness of feeling between the Government and the people, which is not 
merely most deplorable but dangerous in the present circumstances, has 
been increasing by leaps and bounds in the country,, even without the 
assistance of any political agitation? We had the amusing spectacle the 
other day of the British Premier hugging the census report as a armoured 
breast-plate that made him invincible. May I ask the Home Member to 
go down to the rural areas in Eastern Bengal, particularly in the districts 
of Chittagong, Noakhali and Barisal, fully armed with the census report, 
if necessary, and truthfully describe to the House on his return the degree 
of loyal support which Government can count upon from the people at 
large, belonging as they do either to the Muslim Community or the ab- 
called Depressed Classes? 

While the popular feeling has thus been deeply embittered, the influx 
of Indian evacuees from Burma carrying tales of heartless treatment and 
racial humiliation on an unprecedented scale, has set the whole co'intty 
ringing with denunciation of the present Government. I have just re¬ 
ceived a printed message from our Honourable colleague, Shaikh RafiUfldin . 
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Ahmad Siddique, of Chittagong, whose ilhhealfch prevents his attendance 
here today, in the course of which he states that “the Government £.re 
doing absolutely nothing for the Indian evacuees who have no hearth and 
home, no food and no clothes. These poor people ate wandering in Chitta¬ 
gong with their children and wives just like nomad tribes and begging from 
door to door. Many of them are still daily coming to Chittagong on foot 
from Burma. Their pitiable plight, if you Could be shown, must have 
moved you to pity and tears. The differential treatment meted out to 
the Indian evacuees and the apathy of ttie Government towards their cause 
are highly deplorable”. 

Sir, it is against this background of mass discontent and disaffection 
that the decision taken by the All-India Congress Committee in sheer 
desperation, and the untoward repercussions that followed the arrest of 
Congress leaders, can be properly examined. 

During those anxious days when hooliganism was rampant in the 
Imperial City, fearful account® trickled through despite censorship, not 
merely with reference to the position in Delhi but also in the provinces, 
and there could be no doubt in the mind of any impartial observer that 
the spiritual successors of O’Dwyer and Dyer, who rule the roost at New 
Delhi, had initiated a reign of terror. In the name of combating violence 
and sabotage, which no one in his senses can exonerate or fail to con¬ 
demn, they had resorted to methods reminiscent of some of the worst 
brutalities ascribed to the Axis powers. Hooliganism on the part cf the 
goondas hsis been answered by equally, if not more, reprehensible terrorism 
on the pretext of restoring law and order which cannot find support from 
-any live, zubberdasi Dewan of any Indian State—not to speak of any ex- 
Dewan. Society at large has been penalised for the offence of the few. 
Collective or, to be more accurate, communal, fines on the principle of the 
iuzia have been imposed, and masses of innocent people have thus virtually 
been treated and punished as hostages for the misdeeds of the guilty, in 
-correct Nazi style. Insult, indignity, injury, assault or even death, has 
been meted out to the innocent along with the guilty with a degree of 
impartiality. Inoffensive Indians, irrespective of their position in society, 
such as Sir Madhorao Deshpande of Nagpur, have in places been made to 
remove litter from the streets in order to impress on the public at large 
the might of the British authority m whose eyes all Indians are equal. And 
Sir Cowasji Jebangir should not flatter himself that he is immune from 
such experiences. Heroic attempts have been made to promote the in¬ 
terest of truthful satieties o! the dead and wounded. It is alleged that 
the wounded could not always count upon proper medical attention in cer¬ 
tain Oovfcrnmont hospitals because they were ‘rebels’. These are among 
the reports that reached us from different affected areas, but I shall not 
dwell further on this infamous chapter of British bistory in ludia which has 
just opened, because there may be another opportunity of dealing with it 
during this Session in greater detail. 

Today, frightfulness is the measure and expression of British might in 
India, but the moral cowardice of a despotic Government dictates the 
Mcessity for stifling publicity of legitimate information inside the country. 
Moreoyer, control and manipulation pf public opinion in friendly countries 
abroad necessitate the landing out of information with the help of the official 
spottn,. The Press has been gagged so spcoessfully that nothing but officially 
approved news can be published either in. India <» abroad. The Press im 
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Jndia, according to Government, should, either behave as a subordinate 
branch of the TTnmft Department, or it must be scotched. A former Mem¬ 
ber of this House and e«-colleague of mine, Mr. Arthur Moore, is under¬ 
stood to have been jockeyed out of the editorship of the Stetcsinaii through 
wire-]'ulling from New Delhi as a punishment for his occasional expressions 
of pro-indion feelings, and the British editor of Civil and Military Gazette 
of Lahore may share the same fate unless he becomes sufficiently careful in 
time. 

The iiiagnihcent achievement of the Press censoring policy is indicated 
by the fact that for some time 96 Indian newspapers, including some of the 
most leading and influential dailies, voluntarily ceased publication. Out of 
•this number, about 22 have later resumed publication. The rest continue 
their voluntary suspension as a protest against the illogical and dictatorial 
control exercised over the pubhcation of news which does not, even accord¬ 
ing to ioreigu journalists present at New Delhi, permit a balanced picture of 
the situation to be given. I do not for a moment contend that under condi¬ 
tions of war, the Press should function regardless of any untoward conse- 
-quences which undesirable publicity may lead to. There should be a sys¬ 
tem under which a responsible institution like the Press, which is consi¬ 
dered to be an essential limb of any civilised administration, may be put in 
touch with the executive authorities for the purpose of mutual appreciation 
of their respective view points 6Utid voluntary regulation of the conduct of 
the Press. I understand that a system of what is called Press Advising 
started some time in 1940, and was originally intended to assist newspaper¬ 
men by giving them guidance when they wanted it. This voluntary system 
has now gradually been transformed into compulsory pre-censorship. It 
appears 'that for some months past, particularly after the bieakdovvn of the 
-Cripps negotiatiops, censorship of messages became increasingly stringent. 
Press advising has now assumed the form of actual authontative official 
censorship, and there we today so many different authoilties exercising 
powers of censorship that the Press is alt(^ether bewildered, and the reading 
public cannot be sure of getting any reliable or even rational presentation 
of facts relating to the political situation in the country. Apart from the 
BO-called Press Advising, there are authorities who are responsible for 
•censorship on behalf of the Military Department. Under cover of Military 
censorship, the Government have succeeded to a large extent in pre-. 
’ enting pro-nationalist political materials, devoid of any military 
significance, from being published in this country or in the friendly 
•countries overseas Press coinments from Britain, America and China of a 
■pr.j-Indian character were either discouraged, or sometimes, even suppress¬ 
ed, in India, in the name of Military censorship. Prominence was given, 
on the other hand, to adverse comments appearing in the overseas Press, 
particularly those critical of the Congress. A significant example of that 
policy is to be found in t'he omission of President Roosevelt's reference to 
the Atlantic Charter being applicable to ell the countries of the world, in 
his speech at Washington on the 23rd February last, from the version 
published in this country at the time, and this reference was not published 
in India until the text of the speech r^ched here through the Arrierican 
Press. While India was flooded with adverse American comments on the 
Wardha resolution of the Congress, the favourable comments of the overseas 
Press ^vere not allowed to appear in India. The news agencies were not 
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Ahmad Siddique, of Chittagong, whose ill-health prevents his attendance 
here today, in the course of which he states that “the Government are 
'doing absolutely nothing for the Indian evacuees who have no hearth and 
home, no food and no clothes. These poor people are wandering in Chitta¬ 
gong with their children and wives just like nomad tribes and begging from 
door to door. Many of them are still daily coming to Chittagong on foot 
from Burma. Their pitiable plight, if you could be shown, must have 
moved you to pity and tears. The differentia^treatment meted out to 
the Indian evacuees and the apathy of the Government towards their cause 
are highly deplorable”. 

Sir, it is against this background of mass discontent and disaffection 
that the decision taken by the All-India Congress Committee in sheer 
•desperation, and the untoward repercussions that followed the arrest of 
'Congr6ss leaders, can be properly examined. 

During those anxious days when hooliganism was rampant in the 
Imperial City, fearful acoountsi trickled through despite censorship, not 
merely with reference*to the position in Delhi but‘ also in the provinces, 
and there could be no doubt in the mind of any impartial observer that 
the spiritual successors of O’Dwyer and Dyer, who rule the roost at New 
Delhi, had initiated a reign of terror. In the name of combating violence 
and sabotage, which no one in his senses can exonerate or fail to con¬ 
demn, they had resorted to methods reminiscent of some of the worst 
brutalities ascribed to the Axis powers. Hooliganism on the part of the 
goondas has been answered by equally, if not more, reprehensible terrorism 
on the pretext of restoring law and order which cannot find support from 
• any live, zubberdaet Dewan of any Indian State—not to speak of any e»- 
Dewan. Society at large has been penalised for the offence of the few. 
Collective or, to be more accurate, communal, fines on the principle of the 
juzia have been imposed, and masses of innocent people have thus virtually 
been treated and punished as hostages for the misdeeds of the guilty, in 
correct Nazi style. Insult, indignity, injury, assault or even death, has 
been meted out to the innocent along with jbhe guilty with a degree of 
impartiality. Inoffensive Indians, irrespective of their position in-society, 
such as Sir Madhorao Deshpande of Nagpur, have in places been made to 
remove litter from the streets in order to impress on the public at large 
the might of the British authority in whose eyes .all Indians are equal. And 
Sir Cowasji Jehangir should not flatter himself that he is immune from 
such experiences. Heroic attempts have been made to promote the in¬ 
terest of truthful satistics of the deewi and wounded. It is allied that 
the wounded could not alwa>s count upon proper medical attention in cer¬ 
tain Government hospitals because they were ‘rebels’. These are among 
the reports that ree^phed us from different affected areas, but I shall not 
dwell further on this infamous chapter of British history in India which has 
just opened, because there may be another opportunity of dealing with it 
•during this Session in greater detail 

Today, frightfulness-is the measure and expression of British might in 
India, but the moral cowardice of a despotic Government dictates the 
necessity for stifling publicity of legitimate information inside the county. 
Moreover, control an^ manipulation of public opinion in friendly countries 
abroad necessitate the landing out of information with the help of the oflBcial 
-spoon. The Press has been gagged so successfully that nothing but officially 
approved news can be published either ih India or abroad. The Press im 
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India, according to Government, should either behave aa a subordinate 
branch of the Home Department, or it must be scotched. A former Mem¬ 
ber of this House and ca:-colleague of mine, Mr. Arthur Moore, is under¬ 
stood to have been jockeyed out of the editorship of the Stetosmaii through 
wire-pulling from New Delhi as a punishment for his occasional expressions 
of pro-Indiun feelings, and the British editor of Civil and Military Chizette 
of Lahore may share the„same fate unless he becomes sufficiently careful in 
time. 

The maguiliceiit achievement of the Press censoring policy is indicated 
by the tact that for some time 96 Indian newspapers, including some of the 
most leading and influential dailies, voluntarily ceased publication. Out of 
this number, about 22 have later resumed publication. The rest continue 
their voluntary suspension as a protest against the illogical and dictatorial 
control exercised over the publication of news which does no>., even accord¬ 
ing to loreign journalists present at New Delhi, permit a balanced picture of 
the situation to be given. 1 do not for a moment contend that under condi¬ 
tions of war, the Press should function regardless of any untoward conse¬ 
quences which undesirable publicity may lead to. There should be a sys¬ 
tem under which a responsible institution like the Press, which is consi¬ 
dered to be an essential limb of any civilised administration, may be put in 
touch with the executive authorities for the purpose of mutual appreciation 
of their respective view points and voluntary regulation of the conduct of 
the Press. I understand that a system of what is called Press Advising 
started some time m 1940, and was originally intended to assist newspaper¬ 
men by giving them guidance when they wanted it. This voluntary system 
has now gradually been transformed into compulsory pre-censorship. It 
appears that for some months past, particularly after the bieakdown of the 
•Oripps negotiations, censorship of messages became Increasingly stringent. 
Press advising has now assumed the form of actual authontative official 
censorship, and there are today so many different authorities exercising 
powers of censorship that the Press is altogether bewildered, and the reading 
public cannot be sure of getting any reliable or even rational presentation 
of facts relating to the political situation in the country. Apart from the 
so-called Press Advising, there are authorities who are responsible for 
.censorship on behalf of the Military Department. Under cover of Alilitary 
censorship, the Government have succeeded to a large extent in pre- 
' enting pro-nationalist political materials, devoid of any military 
significance, from being published in this country or in the friendly 
countries overseas Press comments from Britain, America and China of .a 
pr.D-Indian character were either discouraged, or sometimes, even suppress¬ 
ed, in Iruiiu, in the name of Military censorship. Brominence was given, 
on the other hand, to Adverse comments appearing in the overseas Press, 
particularly those critical of the Congress. A significant example of that 
policy is to be found in the omission of President Eoosevelt's reference to 
the Atlantic Charter being applicable to all the countries of the world, in 
bis speech at Washington on the 28rd February last, from the version 
published in this country at the time, and this reference was not published 
in India until the text of the speech reached here through the American 
Press. While India was flooded with adverse A^merican comments on the 
Wardha resolution of the Congress, the favourable comments of the overseas 
Press were not allowed to appear in India. The news agencies were not 
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allowed bj the Chief Press Adviser to send Mahatma Gaadhi’s letter to 
Marshal Chiang Kai-Shek for publication in the various Indian newspapers, 
theso news agencies being particularly under obligation to refer all inuttera 
to the Chief i'ress Adviser or the Provincial Press Adviser. 

1 hold in my hand a notification signed by the Chief Press Adviser in 
which he grimly reminds newspapermen that ‘while speeches made on ihe 
floor of the Assembly are privileged, no privilege attaches to press reports 
of the proceedings which are subject to the usual censorship'. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Honourable Member 
has two minutes more. 

Mr. K. C. IffiOgy; I will finish my speech within that time. Not con 
tent with this message, he obligingly informs them that ‘for the convenience 
of correspondents wishing to obtain, guidance, an officer of Chief Press 
Adviser’s office will be in the Press Gallery on September 15th and 16th 
between 12 noon and 2 p.m. This officer will only give general guidance on 
points in the debate which may be referred to him and copy for press advice 
will be dealt with as u.sual in Chief Press Adviser's office*. This is how the 
Geobbel^ of India regulate and regiment reports of India’s Parliament. 

Is the Honourable Member sure that he is not over-reachmg himself in 
the pursuit of this policy? Already we hear that certain foreign journalists 
have flown over to Chungking to outwit the censor and send iinrnutilated 
accounts of the Indian situation. And the credit of newspiipers in India 
is now a minus quantity, as few are prepared to accept their censored 
reports to be anything but misleading. For li parallel of the situation one 
has perhaps to turn to Nazi Germany. 

Sir, 1 have attempted to give the House a picture of the situation as it 
strikes me. The Honourable the Home Member has delivered a speech 
worthy of the Chief Constable of India. It dealt only with crime and ended 
with the rattling of the sabre He is obviously a believer m the ‘doctrine 
that India was conquered by the sword and by the sword it must be held. 
Conciliation is not in his line. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Honourable Mem¬ 
ber’s time is up. 

Mr. K. 0. Keogy: He may repeat formulas about agreement, but be will 
do his best to make any agreement impossible. And for proof of this one 
need only refer to the refusal of permission to the leaders of the Hindu 
Mahnsabhn to interview Mahatma Gandhi. With his eye on the large force 
of white soldiers, referred to by his master in Parliament, he is sure of 
waging a successful war on as many fronts*as.may be necessary. 

Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi (Meerut Division: Muhammadan 
Rural): Mr. President, during this debate sopae of the Honourable Members 
hwve traced the history of the present discontent-and conditions from the 
thne* of Sir Stafford Cripps’ visit. Jn sense. I consider Sir Stafford 
Ciipps’ visit tp be very fortunate, for I find that the very persons who, were 
ignored by him are not tired of praising the proposals that he brought 
with him. Sir Cowasji Jehangir has entered into great details as fo the 
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merits of those proposals and has also touched the point that the Con¬ 
gress had agreed to these proposals, but sometlmg happened between the 
8th and 9th and the proposals were rejected on the morning of the 9th. 

I quite appreciate that the night of the 9th was a very fateful one, but 
I am surprised to hear that the proposals were such as were not acceptable 
to the Mu>lini League, meaning thereby that probably the proposals of 
the 8th were acceptable to the Muslim League. I consider it to be a 
strange argument thai Sir Stafford Cripps was not able to accept the 
proposals of the Congress because they were not acceptable to the Muslim. 
League. 

Sir Oowasli Jehangir: I never said that. 

Qasl Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: What SirjCowasji Jehangir said was 
that the proposals of the Congress on the 9th would not be acceptable to-* 
the Muslim League. That was exactly what he said. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: That is correct. 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: In other words, whatever proposals 
were there on the 8th, if the Congress had accepted them, they would have 
bean acceptable to the Muslim League. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir; That is your.interpretation, 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: That is the only logical conclusion 
that one can draw from what he said. If the proposals of the 8th were 
not acceptable to the Muslim League, then the question of the Muslim 
League does not come in for the rejection of those proposals. You brings 
in the Muslim League only on the 9th because you want to show that it 
was on account of ihe Muslim League that the proposals were rejected.. 
While it is not a fact. 

Either, we have to assume, that every party was ignored and probably 
the Muslim League was included in that, or if Muslim League w'as con¬ 
sulted then it was consulted up till the 9th. Now, Sir, I was personally 
not a party to these negotiations, probably my Honourable friend, Sir 
Cowasii Jehangir, is in a better position to understand it. Still, I say 
and I maintain that the question as to who is responsible for resiling 
from the position that was taken on the 8th cannot be decided in the absence 
of t}ie parties themselves. It is useless for any one of us to pass any 
resolution or to give any opinion in respei^ of p eopl e who are not present 
today. Unfortunately, I find that the practice is getting in vogue in this 
House that we are at'liberty to condemn and abuse persons who are not 
present in the House. Is it proper for Government to condernn people* 
without hearing them ? 

Tbs Honourable Sir Beginald Maxwell: What about the Prime* 
Minister ? 

Qiizi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: 1 think the Prime Minister has goli 
some representatives here in this House. Other persons are behind the- 
t^rs of prison. I may at the outset make my position clear because it ia 
no use repeatiiig oatohwords, it is no use trying to condemn people or your 
<^ponent8 who are net here. We all know, we have heard Govemmentr 
say it agaiu and again that in India nobody wants either Japanese or thw 
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allowed by the Chief Press Adviser to send Mahatma Gandhi's letter to 
Marshal Chiang Kai-Shek for publication in the various Indian ncw'spapers, 
these news agencies being particularly under obligation to refer all matters 
to the <I!hief I'ress Adviser or the Provincial Press Adviser. 

1 hold in my hand a notification signed by the Chief Press Adviser in 
which he grimly reminds newspapermen that ‘while speeches made on the 
floor of the Assembly are privileged, no privilege attaches to press reports 
of the proceedings which are subject to the usual censorship'. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): Honourable Member 
has two minutes more. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: l will finish my speech within that time. Not con 
tent witli this message, he obligingly informs them that ‘for the convenience 
of correspondents wishing to obtain guidance, an officer of Chief Press 
Adviser’s oflSce will be in the Press Gallery on September 15th and 16th 
between 12 noon and 2 p.m. This officer will only give general guidance on 
points in the debate which may be referred to him and copy for press advice 
will be dealt with as usual in Chief Press Adviser's office’. This is'how the 
Gc-‘obbel< of India regulate and regiment reports of India’s Parliament. 

Is the Honourable Member sure that he is not over-reaching himself in 
the pursuit of this policy ? Already we hear that certain foreign journalists 
have flown over to Chungking to outwit the censor and send unrnutilated 
accounts of the Indian situation. And the credit of newspapers in India 
is now a minus quantity, as few are prepared to accept their censored 
reports to be anything but misleading. For a parallel of the situation one 
has perhaps to turn to Nazi Germany. 

Sir, 1 have attempted to give the House a picture of the situation as it 
strikes me. The Honourable the Home Member has delivered a speech 
worthy of the Chief Constable of India. It dealt only with crime and ended 
with the rattling of the sabre. He is obviously a believer in the doctrine 
that India was conquered by the sword and by the sword it must be held. 
Conciliation is not in his line. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): Honourable Mem¬ 
ber’s time is up. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: He may repeat formulas about agreement, but he will 
dD his best to make any agreement impossible. And for proof of this ona 
need only refer to the refusal of permission to the leaders of the Hindu 
Mahasabha to interview Mahatma Gandhi. With his eye on the large force 
of white soldiers, referred to by his master in Parliament, he is sure of 
waging a successful war on as many fronts as may be necessary. 

Qazl MnlULininiid AKni&d Kaxxnl (Meerut Hmsion: Muhammadan 
Rural): Mr. President, during this debate some of the Honourable Members- 
have traced the history of the present discontent and conditions from the 
time of Sir Stafford Cripps’ visit. In a sense, I consider Sir Stafford 
Cripps’ visit to be very' fortunate, for I find that the very persons who were 
ignored by, him sre not tired of praising the proposals that he brought 
with him. Sir Cowasji Jehangir has entered into great details as to the 
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merits of those proposals and has also touched the point that the Con¬ 
gress had agreed to these proposals, but somethmg happened between the 
8 th and 9th and the proposals were rejected on the morning of the 9th. 

I quite appreciate that the night of the 9th was a very fateful one, but 
I am surprised to hear that the proposals were such as were not acceptable 
to the Mu'iliin League, meaning thereby that probably the proposals of 
the 8th were acceptable to the. Muslim League. I consider it to be a 
strange argument thai Sir Stafford Cripps was not able to accept the 
proposals of the Congress because they were not acceptable to the Muslim. 
League. 

Sir Cowasjl Jehangir: I never said that. 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: What Sir Cowasji Jehangir said was 
that the proposals of the Congress on the 9th would not be acceptable to ■ 
the Muslim League. That was exactly what he said. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: Tliat is correct. 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: In other words, whatever proposals 
were there on the 8th, if the Congress had accepted them, they would have 
bean acceptable to the Muslim League. ' 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: That is your interpretation. 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: That is the only logical conclusion- 
that one can draw from what he said. If the proposals of the 8th were 
not acceptable to the Muslim League, then the question of the Muslim. 
League does not come in for the rejection of tho^ proposals. You iiring 
in the Muslim League only on the 9th because you want to show that it 
was on account of ihe Muslim League that the proposals were rejected 
While it is not a fact. 

Either, we have to assume, that every party was ignored and prob.ibly 
the Muslim League was included in that, or if Muslim League %vas con¬ 
sulted then it was consulted up till the 9th. Now, 8ir, I was personally 
not a party to these negotiations, probably my Honourable friend, Sir 
Cowasji Jehangir,"is in a better position to understand it. Still, I say 
and I maintain that the question as to who is responsible for resiling 
from the position that was taken on the 8th cannot be decided in the absence 
of the parties themselves. It is useless for any one of us to pass any 
re.solution or to give' any opinion in respect of peopl e who are not present 
today. Unfortunately, I find that the practice is getting in vogue in this. 
House that we are nt liberty to condemn and abuse persons who are not 
present in the House. Is it proper for Government to condemn people- 
without hearing them? 

Thz Honourable Sir Beginald MazweU^. What about tl^e Prime^ 
Minister ? 

QdZi MuhammeA Ahmad Kazmi: I think ibo Prime Minister has gotr 
some representatives hnre in this House. Other persons are behind the 
bars of prison. I may at the outset make my position clear because it is 
no use repeating catchwords, it is no use trying to condemn people or your 
opponents who are net here. We all know, we have heard . Government 
say it again and agB:n that in India nobody wants either Japanese or thw 
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Germans to come. Tina is a prospition which nobody is going to dispute. 

I think if the Government say that India is behind the war efforts, they 
also mean to say that no political parties in India are prepared to invite 
Japan or Germany to this place. You condemn your opponent by 
dubbing him as a filth columnist or that he wants to invite Germany or 
Japan to invade India That is not the proper way of arguing things. 
Which of the political parties is not intelligent enough to understand that 
the people of India who have got nothing but^naoral force behind their 
back are not in a position to fight against material forces? Can we not 
understand that Germany and Japan, the one in Europe and the other 
in Asia has overcome moral force by their material power? Can ve, at this 
stage, and after understanding that, ever think that we, who desire 
indepondorcQ even during the progress of the war, would get it from people 
who are devastating countries and which we are not being given by the 
Britishers today ? So, it is absurd for any one to argue that any political 
party, a ay recognised political party, any party_ that has any following .in 
India has got that motive behind it. ft is'useless to condemn people on 
that account. 

The question is, what is the reason for the jiresent disturbances that 
have taken place. Again, I .sa\ nobody deplores more than we do the 
disturbances that have taken place. If you are told today of injury tO' 
person arid property, I must say that the~ public have received greater 
injury, they have died ni greater innnbers and they have suffered materially 
more than person? belonging to the Government Departniejits T do not 
say that it wa^ not the dut\ of Government Departments to suppress 
hooliganism. I guy and I maintain that in almost every case greater force 
was used than was necessari by the Government and the Government 
utilised this opportunity of hooligunism for the show of their power and 
for striking terror in the minds of the people. That is the point on which 
we fight. That is the point which we want to bring to the notice of the- 
Government. 

Then. Sir, it is said that tin- programme of sabotage or the programme 
of cutting communications is the act of the Congress This is a serious 
charge that is levelled against the Congress, but the Congress hav^ not 
been allowed the opportunity to contradict that charge. As an ordinary 
observer of events, I w^ant to draw the attention of the House to the- 
statements of responsible British statesmen and public men, who long 
before the meeting of the All India Congress Committee in Bombay gave 
out that in the present days, the Confess had changed its policy from 
non-violence to violence, and that this time the programme of the Congress 
would be sabotage and cutting of communications and destruction of 
property. These w-erc the tilings which were given out definitely before 
the All India Congress Committee meeting. Today, spokesman after 
spokesm-m stands up and s^^s that this can be inferred from the speeches 
of Mahatma Gandhi. Of course, it cannot be inferred from the speeches 
of MahatniT Gandhi as the.\ are being read out today. But, Sir, look 
at the background in .which Mahatma Gandhi has been w'orking all liis 
lif^ and even before. Could any word of violence be read into Ihoae 
declarations? Then, what I say this. Supposing for a minute the-All 
India Congress Committee passed a Tteaolution of that type, was it then 
in the.interest of the Government to broadcast it and proclaim it to every¬ 
body that the programme of the Congresa this time would be sabotage and 
cutting of communications, and destruction of property? Was it a wise 
act On the part of the Government that even before the meeting of the 
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All India Congress Committee they started interpreting civil disobedience 
movement to mean that it is one of violence and not non-violence? I say 
it was the duty of the Government that even if the Congress were to 
pass a resolution regarding violent activities, they ought to have suppressed 
it. But the Government did not do that. The Government put some 
interpreDaluais and broadcast them not only throughout India, 
but almost everywhere. I fail to see the reason for that. That was an- 
extremely bad statesmanship. Probably, to my mind, it seems they 
wanted to si-ppress the Congress itself and they wanted to bring the Con¬ 
gress inco disrepute throughout the world and in India. I maintain that 
it was was on account of that impression created in the public mind 
that since the Congress leaders were arrested after the passing of the' 
resolution in Bombay, a section of the public understood that the pro- 
gran)me of the Congress was the one which had been propagated mostly 
by Government agencies. 

Now, Sir, that having taken place the Government have resorted to- 
force. As I have said, it was the duty of the Government to do that, but 
the fault of the Government lies in haying committed excesses in every 
case. I maintain that even if the Congress Working Committee had' 
passed a resclutiou as alleged by the Government and if the Government 
had allowed it to be propagated throughout India the condition would not 
have been much different than it is today. In my opinion it would have 
been much better, because if the Congress had been allowed to make that 
declaration then the Congress itself would have come in the eyes of the- 
public in the reality in wnich it is alleged tc» be by the Government, and 
we would have stood up today and supported the Government in having 
dealt with the Congress in that fashion. But what has the Government, 
done? They have sent them to prison and ask from us a vote that they 
were guilty of that on circumstantial evidence. Were the Government with 
all their fiowerful machinery ignorant of any propaganda which was being 
carried out by the Congress Working Committee that they had come there 
for violence'’ Just as one of the Honourable Members has accused the 
Government than if they knew that the Congress was carrying on its pro¬ 
paganda in regard to violence, why did they not say so earlier? I say 
that that was not the reason. It is with the intention of condemning 
the Congress, of bringing it into disrepute that these things were alleged 
to have been propagated by the Congress. The result was that they were- 
sent to the prison, they were given no opportunity to explain their position, 
and they are being condemned today without having been given an oppor¬ 
tunity tD explain.' This treatment should not be accorded even to the worst 
type of criminal. Even he is asked an explanation. But have you given 
any opportunity to the leaders of the Congress to say why they liave- 
changed their activities and taken up violence as their creed? Have you 
given them a chance for meeting the charges that are levelled against 
them ? Therefore. Sir, I moved this amendment. The object of this- 
amendment is not to pray for any privileges, any concessions, for the- 
Congress leaders who are carrying on the Congress propaganda, but whaV 
has prompted roe to move this amendment is the fact that this Govern- 
mi'Tit cannot condemn any person without giving him a chance to explain 
his position. What I suggest is that they must ascertain the vieves of 
the Congress leaders and see whether aa a matter of fact they* had the- 
intention of carrving on these undesirable activities and whether’ they 
had propagated that throughout India. If they deny, then the Govem- 
mant should release them and give them an opportunity to tell to thfr 
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Germans to come. This is a prospition which nobody is going to dispute. 

I think if the Government say that India is behmd the war efforts, they 
also mean to say that no political parties in India are prepared to invite 
Japan of Germany to this place. You condemn your opponent by 
dubbing him as a fifth columnist or that he wants to invite Germany or 
Japan to invado India. That is not the proper way of arguing things. 
Which of the political parties is not intelligent enough to understand that 
the people of India who have got nothing but_moral force behind their 
back arc not in a position to fight against material forces ? Can we not 
understand that Germany and Japan, the one in Europe and the other 
in Asia has overcome moral force by their material power? Can ve, at this 
stage, and after understanding that, ever think that we, who desire 
indepcnJer.'“.e even during the progress of the war, would get it from people 
who are devastating countries and which we are not being given by the 
Britishers today ? So, it is absurd for any one to argue that any political 
party, a ay recognised political party, any i«krW that has any following ia 
India has got that motive behind it. It is^l^eas to condemn people on. 
that account. 

The question is, what is the reason for thejiresent disturbances that- 
have taken place. Again, I say nobody deplores more than we do the 
disturbances that have taken place. If you are told today of injury tO' 
person and property, 1 must say that the public have received greater 
injury, they have died in greater numbers and they have suffered materially 
more than persons belonging to the Government Departments. I do not 
say that it wa.s not the duty of Government Departments to suppress 
hooliganism. I say and I maintain that in almost every case greater force 
was used than was necessary by the Government and the Government 
utilised this opportunity of hooliganism for the show of their power and 
for striking terror in the minds of the people. That is the point on which 
ve fight. That is the point which we want to bring' to the notice of the 
Government. 

Then. Sir, it is .said that the programme of sabotage or the programme 
of cutting communications is the act of the Congress. This is a serious 
charge that is levelled against the Congress, but the Congress have not 
been allowed the opportunity to contradict that charge. As an ordinary 
observer of events. I want to draw the attention of the House to the 
statements of responsible British statesmen and public men, who long 
before the meeting of the All India Congress Committee in Bombay gave 
out that in the present day.s, the Congress had changed its polic} from 
non-violence to violence, and that this time the programme of the Congress 
would be sabotage and cutting of communications and destruction of 
property. These were the things which were given out definitely before 
the All Indl.i Congi'ess Committee meeting. Today, spokesman after 
spokesman stands up and savs that this can be inferred from the speeches 
of xVTahatma Gandhi. Of qourse. it cannot be inferred from the speeches 
of Mahatma Gandhi as they are being read out today. But, Sir, look 
at the background' in which Mahatma Gandhi has been working all his 
life and even before. Could any word of violence be read into those 
declarations? Then, what I say is this. , Supposing for a minute the All 
India Congress Committee passed a Kesolution of that type, was it then 
in the interest of the Government to broadcast it and proclaim it to every* 
body that the programme of the Congress this time would be sabotage and 
cutting of communications, and destmotion of property? Was it a wise 
act .on the part of the Government that even before the meeting of the 
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All India Congress Committee they started interpreting civil disobedience 
movement to mean that it is one of violence and not non-violence? I say 
it was the duty of the Government that even it the Congress were to 
pass a resolution regarding violent activities, they, ought to have suppressed 
it. But the Government did not do that. The Government put some 
interprei; ituins and broadcast them not only throughout India, 
but almost everywhere. I fail to see the reason for that. That was an 
extremely bad statesmanship. Probably, to my mind, it seems they 
wanted to si.ppress the Congress itself and they wanted to bring the Con¬ 
gress into disrepute throughout the world and in India. I maintain that 
it was was on account of that impression, created in the public mind 
that since the Congress leaders were arrested after the passing of the 
resolution in Bombay, a section of the public understood that the pro¬ 
gramme of the Congress was the one which had been propagated mostly 
by Government agencies. 

Now, Sir, that having taken place the Government have resorted to- 
force. As I have said, it was the duty of the Government to do that, but 
the fault of the Government lies in having committed excesses in every 
case. T maintain that even if the Congress Working Committee had 
pass'-d A resclution as alleged by the Government and if the Government 
had allowed it to be propagated throughout India the condition would not 
have bean much different than it is today. In my opinion it would have 
been much better, because if the Congress had been allowed to make that 
declaration then the Congress itself would have come in the eyes of the 
public in the reality in which it is alleged to be by the Government, and 
we would have stood up today and supported the Government in having 
dealt with the Congress in that fashion. But what has the Government- 
done? They have sent them to prison and ask from us a vote that they 
were guilty of that on circumstantial evidence. Were the Government with 
all their powerful machinery ignorant of any propaganda which was being 
carried out by the Congress Working Committee that they had come there 
for violence'’ Just as one of the Honourable Members has accused the 
Government that if they knew that the Congress was carrying on its pro¬ 
paganda ill regard to violence, why did they not say so earlier? I say 
that that was not the reason. It is with the intention of condemning 
the Congress^, of bringing it into disrepute that these things were alleged 
to have been propagated by the Congress. The result was that they were 
sent to the prison, they were given no opportunity to explain their position, 
and they are being condemned today without having been given an oppor¬ 
tunity t? explain. This treatment should not be accorded even to the worst 
type of criminal. Even'he is asked an explanation. But have you given 
any opportunity- to the lenders of the Congress to say why they have- 
changed their ectivities and taken up violence as their creed? Have you 
given them a chance for meeting the charges that are levelled against 
them? Therefore, Sir, I moved this amendment. The object of this; 
amendment is not to pray for any privileges, any concessions* for the 
Congress leaderi-' who are carrying on the Congress propaganda, but what 
has prompted me to move this amendment is the fact that this Govern¬ 
ment cannot condemn any person without giving him a chance to explain 
his position. What I suggest is that they must ascertain the views of 
tiu’ Congress leaders and see whether as a matter of fact they had the 
imeniion of carrving on these undesirable activities and whether they 
had propagated that throughout India. If they deny, then the Govern¬ 
ment should release them and give them an opportunity to tell to the 
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masses in Ii.dia that these acts of violence can never be appio\e(l of by 
them. That will be one of tlie means of restoring peace and tiaiji{uility 
ill this country. 

Major Nawab Sir ilhmad Nawaz Khan (Nominated Non-Othcial). Sir, 
on this motion the Honourable the Home Member lias very well explained 
the case of tbs Government to the House. Many other speakers on behalf 
of their Parties have provedTnnocence so far as their Parties are concerned, 
and they hoM others responsible for that. Many other speakers have 
expressed their personal views, but we, the Members here, have to solve 
the most important question and that is what are the causes of the present 
disturbance and unrest and what is its remedy^ That is the chief point 
to which v',- have assembled here to give our full cou.sideraiion 
Mr. Griffiths has touched on that point but he has dealt with it largely 
from the point of view of his Party. It is the same thing on which 1 am 
goin^ to speak, that is to find out what are the real root causes of the pre¬ 
sent troublesome situation and how to remove or reduiic them. 

So far as I know, the Congress and the Muslim League ami all >ther 
political parties rightly or wrongly—that question 1 am not going to discuss 
here—believe that the British Government in India or at Home do not like 
or int3n<l to part with real power, and are not prepared to give effect to 
their pruinisea which they have made from time to time in reply t;> the 
various demands of Hindus and Muslims of India for independence. This 
seems to be the real cause of the present trouble as I understand it. 
Knowing this to be the real trouble in India—and I stand corrected if I am 
wrong—we have now to find what is the real remedy for this trouble, if 
not cent per cent., say 80 per cent. In my opinion it is in the hands of 
we Indians—the political parties m India and the elected Members of 
this House—and we should sit together and put forward a united demand. 
Though the Government have given the same reply very often that we 
should present a united demand, I would like to support that by giving a 
simile. The Viceroy of India has an apple in his hand and many Indians 
—A, B, C, D—representing the political parties, come to take that apple 
2 p jg frem him. One demands the whole of it; another demands 
half of it, the third says do not cut it, the fourth says do not 
give it to anybody as a whole. So, I say, what will the Government or 
the Viceroy do ? This is the real position and we should calmly and coolly 
think over that. Congress wants to take the apple—the whole of it in 
their hatlda, the Muslim League wants to cut it, other parties come to 
take one share or another. Then what is really the sane method of action 
for a man who possesses the apple in his hand? 

Mr. M. Ohlasuddin (Punjab ; Landholders) : To eat it. 

Major Nawab Sir Ahmad Nawaz Khan; 1 will put a simple question. 
If any majjr community can say what it should get when this is the 
situation, then the remedy lies entirely in our Indian hands and not 
with the Britisn Government here or in England. 

Mr. President, I would ,like to continue tomorrow morning for a few 
more minutes. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); The Honourable 
Member can continue his speech tomorlrow. 

TJie Assembly then' adjourned tilli Eleven of the Clock on Friday, the 
\18th September, 1942. 
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masses in India that these acts of violence can never be approved of by 
them. That will be one of the means of restoring peace and traiuiuility 
in this country. 

Major Nawab Six Ahmad Nawaz Khan (Nominated K on-Official): Sir, 
on this motion the Honourable the Home Member l|ns very well explained 
the case of the Government to the House. Many other speakers on behalf 
• of their Parties have proved Innocence so far as their Parties are concerned, 
and they hoM others responsible for that. Many other speakers liave 
expressed their personal views, but we, the Members here, have to solve 
the most important question and that is what are the causes of the present 
disturbance and unrest and what is its remedy. That is the chief point 
to which vr,. have assembled here to give our full consideration. 
Mr. Griffiths has touched on that point but he has dealt with it largelv 
frori the point of view of his Party. It is the same thing on which I am 
goiu to speak, that is to find out what are the real root causes of the pre¬ 
sent troublesome situation and how to remove or reduce them. 

So far as I know, the Congress and the Muslim League and ail >ther 
political parties rightly or wrongly—that question I am not going to discuss 
here—believe that the British ^veniment in India or at Home do not like 
-or intind to part with real power, and are not prepared to give effect to 
their pmuiiscs which they have made from time to time in reply to the 
various demands of Hindus and Muslims of India for independence This 
seems to be the real cause of the present trouble as I understand it. 
Knowing this to be the real trouble in India—and I stand corrected if I am 
wrong—wn have now to find what is the real remedy for this trouble, if 
not cent pe^* cent,, say 80 per cent. In my opinion it is in the hands of 
we Indians—the political parties m India and the elected Members of 
this House—and we should sit together and put forward a united dem'and. 
Though the Government have given the same reply very often that we 
should present a united demand, I would like to support that by giving a 
simile. The Viceroy of India has an apple in his hand and many Indians 
—A, B, 0, D—representing the political parties, come to take that apple 
frem him. One demands the whole of it; another demands 
half of it, the third says do not cut it, the fourth says do not 
give it to anybody as a whole. ' So, I say, what will the Government or 
the Vicero}’ do ? This is the real position and we should calmly and coolly 
think over that. Congress wants to take the apple—the whole of it iii 
their hands, the Muslim League wants to cut it, other parties come to 
take one share or another. Then what is really the sane method of action 
for a man who possesses the apple in his, hand ? 

Mr. M. Q-hlafluddin (Punjab; Landholders): To eat it. 

Major Nawab Sir Ahmad Nawaz Khan: I will put a simple question. 
If any ma] 5r community can say what it should get when this* is th^ 
situati-^u, then the remedy lies entirely in our Indian hands and not 
with the Britisii Government here or in England. 

Mr. President, I would like to ctmtinue tomorrow morning for a few 
more minutes. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member can continue his speech tomorrow. 

Tlie Assembly then adjourned tillj Eleven of the ■Clock on Friday, the 
18th Septembfr, 1942. 




LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Friday, 18th September, 194Q. 


ThtJ Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of theJJbUndiljHouso at 
Elev.m of the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir A^'dur * KaHiih) ‘ in 
the Chair. 


STABBED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

192^—109*. 


UNSTABEED QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES. 

tl—3. 


MOTION RE THE SITUATION IN INDIA—concld. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): The House will now 
resume discussion of the motion: 

“ That the situation in India be taken into consideration. *’ 

Major Nawab Sir Ahmad Nawaz Khan (Nominated Non-Official): Sir, 
continuing my speech of yesterday in which I pointed out the real causes 
of the present unrest, I say that the following political parties, the Oo^n- 
gress, tl’e Muslim League, the Hindu Mahasabha, All India Harijan 
League, All India Christian Association, All India Azad Muslim Con¬ 
ference, All India Communist Party, All India Akali Conference, All India 
Chambers of Commerce, the Indian TVades Unions, the Liberal League, 
the Chief Ministere of Bengal and Sind and many other political parties’ 
want the independence of India in some form, and mostly now. But the 
Government (I India and the Government of Great Britain wish to granl 
indenendence in some proper form after the war. Several of our political 
parties believe that this is an excuse only and not a necessity. But so far 
as I know ii is a necessity and there are twn reasons for my belief. The 
first is tills. The differing, disunited and contradictory proposals sub¬ 
mitted by the different political parties to the Government of India have 
placed the Government of India in an impossible position and state to 
deciao one way or the other according to the wishes and views of any one 
or of certain political parties. It is but fair to believe this un^leniablo 
fact and I challenge any other Member of this Honourable House, to 
refute it. The second reason is one which every sensible man can think 
it to b'* true, that Great Britain is in the middle of w^r on three con¬ 
tinents—Europe. Africa and Asia» Not only she but every oth^r ruling 
nation which is in the middle of the war cannot afford and, should not like 
to deprive herself or lose any part of their dominions. .Great Britain 
whose empire is scattered all over the world is in reality, under a necessity 
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to keep every inch of her dominions under her direct control and manage¬ 
ment. It is a necessity. It is not an excuse which any reasonable person 
can think of To lose India is the greatest loss to the British Govern¬ 
ment. Therefore, in my opinion, and in the opinion of every impartial 
thinker, the British Government is not at the present moment delaying 
any reply to the several demands ot Indians wdien she says that they 
will consider over the matter and will grant India independence after the 
war, because during thr war lliej cannot afford to leave the direct control 
of such a rich and important continent like India, when Great Britain is 
in great need of men, money, material, labour. Industries, esnort of 
necessities of life and j'rotectKiu of communications by different wavs and 
rnean-i. 

Now, the (jnc-stioii may be asked, vvhv full independencG'' now' atoiice 
during the war should not bo given to Indians as the major community 
or even tlij minor eoinmimities vv'ant. I think fiom a practical point of 
view, and not from a merely theoretical point of view, that it will introduce 
a thousand kinds of difficulties and troubles fGr the Government of Great 
Britain and of India in the prosecution of the war as they wish to conduct 
it and not from the Indians point of view, because those who have full 
knGwle''t.?e of the present situation and conditions of war are not the 
Indians. When an order comes from the High • Command of Great 
Britam, withoi ^ full'explanation, to the Viceroy and Commander-in-Chief 
fchsy urranga^ things according to their plan, w’hich plan is not even before 
the Government of India; but if India is under the control of some other 
persons who thei could rightly ask the High Command of Great Biitain 
that they wish to know more and more explanations before they should 
take th.. whole situalion of India in hand; and by the time the discussion 
ended, man/ military objectives would be ruined. Therefore, this is not 
a I exciiso on the part of the British Government, if we look at it 
impartially. 1 can give another simile. If your friend’s house is set on 
fire, lie is really in a very great need to get as many buckets of water as 
can be given. But if his real and intimate friend comes and asks him for 
a bucket ot watir'fcr his own purpose, he is bound to refuse and say 
that first of all the fire has got to be extinguished before any water can 
be spared for other purposes. 

Mr. President (The Honouiable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; The Honourdble 
Member’s time is up. 

Major Nawab Sir Ahmad Nawaz Khan: Sir, the real remedy for the 
fndeiiendence lies w-ith us Indians, to he united and to produce before the 
Government a united demand, as the Government said many times in 
which case there is 80 per cent, chance of success and sure success. But 
if we remail disunited and quarrelling there is no chance of success even 
of eight per cent ' 

tOie ECononrable Sir Sultan Ahmed (Law Member): Sir, it was neither 
my intention nor even my desire to take any part whatsoever in this debate 
as a full statement of the case of the Government had been made by the 
Honcurabl? the Home Member, and I and all my colleagues take the 
fullest responsibility for every word that he has said. But lest our silence 
should bu' misconstrued and as one of the Honourable Members sitting 
opposite to me called us non-entities, it is necessary that some of those 
uo.n-ent>tie8. 
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1 8u"I>‘V.sion: Muhammadan Itural); 
1 su^eC^t tlial the Honourable Member should not go by the report it* th( 
press, but see the official report of my speech. 


•The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed: .... it is necessary that 
some of us should say what we feel about the situation. I have got another 
reason wb ch has impelled me to make a few remarks. I come from a 
province which has been, as you know, shattered badly by the recent 
events, and though I am thankful to say that law and order has been to a 
great exti'ni restored thfere, I cannot say that we are still out of the 
woo<l. Coming ap I do from that province, I felt this morning that it 
would be unwise for me not to say anything during this debate. A province 
famous for its jiotential wealth, its fertile soil, which is rightly held as 
the granary of India, is now the centre of partial devastation, some idea of 
which has already been given to you by the Honourable the Home Member 
and also by mv Honourable friend, Mr. Nauman, the Member from Patna, 

Sir, I never regretted the decision which I along with all my other 
colleagues took on‘the 8th August, because placed as we were, we had to 
choose between complete abdication of our responsibility as a Government 
and surrender to the challenge thrown out to us. And now, after all 
that has happened, we feel convinced that our decision was right. We 
made it perfectly clear in the resolution that we issued immediately after, 
that we were aware of the preparations that were being made in the name 
of and on behalf of the Congress for the various acts of sabotage, and if 
there was any doubt about the accuracy of the estimate that we madii of 
the situation nt that time that doubt is completely dispelled by the events 
that have happened. 

Sir Cowasji Jehaugir has referred to .the speech of Sardar ValkbbBi 
Patel on the 2nd August, and Honourable Members must have read the 
statements and speeches of others from which it was obvious that whatever 
the Mahatma's faith was, nobody else believed that the non-violent civil 
disobedieiioe movement which the Congress threatened was or could ever 
be. non-violevt if the congress programme' was put in operation as was 
done. Th - House knows the result. 

It has been suggested that we should have waited f6r the letter of 
Mahatma Gandhi to His Excellency the Viceroy, We, however, knew 
of the repeated advice conveyed to Mahatma from different quarters who 
hud influence with him, as to the unwisdom of coupling the demand for 
independence of India forthwith with the threat of launching civil dis¬ 
obedience if it was not conceded, but the Mahatma was adamant. He 
was out to force everybody’s hands We knew that he had overruled the 
wishes cf some of the important members of the Working Committee who 
wanted to take a more sober and moderate course. We knew that his 
more militant associates had defined what this mass civil disobedience 
was to be. We had also the advice from our Provincial Governors of the 
grave dangers of delav.in taking action, and subsequent events have proved 
that they were right. Under those eircumatences no Government, I 
respectfully submit the House, with any,sense of responsibility could 
have possibly waited a minute longer after th^ ratification by the All India 
Congress Committee of the resolution of the Working Committee. C/Ould 
any Government agree to negotiate with a party who wanted Jo Mm® w 
us with certain demands in its right hand and a pistol m its left/ it is 
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too late in the day now for any one to make the impossible attempt to 
absolve ths Congresi from the fullest responsibility of all that has happened 
in the country. 

Some Honourable Members have suggested that we should have taken 
the action we did, immediately after the Working Committee’s resolution. 
Perhaps they are right, but our reason for proceeding cautiously was that, 
unless the Working Committee’s resolution was finally accepted by the 
All India Congress Committee, it was not a resolution which was the final 
word of the Congress, and I apprehend we would have' been accused of 
having taki u action on no decision of the Congress but simply on an 
incomplete proposal which might have been turned down by the All Indi.a 
Congrc'is Committee. 

Before the ink was dry on the All India Congress Committee’s resolu¬ 
tion tho whole of India was in flames and acts of destruction followed with 
lightning rapidity and virulence almost unparalleled in the history of 
India, and it is most remarkable that the movement was most violent in 
provinces where the Corigress Ministries had functioned before they went 
out of office. Another extraordinary feature of this movement has been, 
and whijh demonstrates beyond any doubt that it was well planned as well 
as well directed, that througliout this movement no looters, rioters or 
rebels attacked Muslim life or property. All that was done could not 
have bei n done by professional dacoits op looters, because they do not discri¬ 
minate between Muslim and Hindu victims, nor do they discriminate 
betweo i private and public property. The whole objective was to paralyse 
the adn,inistration and thereby paralyse the war efforts, and this had to be 
done in the Axis fashion of “blitz”. 

Government had to be on the defensive from the very first day. Their 
only duty was to prevent the extension of the crimes of sabotage If 
being on the defensive when there is widespread rebellion is repression 
Government pleads guilty to it, but if what they did was to save the 
country frorn the danger of the greatest disaster possible, then what they 
did was in tho normal discharge of their functions as Government. We 
are convinced that in the discharge of their extraordinarily difficult and 
perilous duties the police and the troops as a whole have not committed 
excesses, but if there are individual cases which have occurred it will be 
the functif.n and duty of Provincial Governments to see that those who 
have been guilty of excesses do not escape punishment. 

Now, Sir, I come to another aspect of the question referred to by a 
number cf my Honourable friends in this House. They are disappointed 
and they say they are extremely disappointed, that Government have not 
produced any constructive programme for reforms to deal with the situa¬ 
tion. Faced ns we are I am surprised tl^at such a demand should be made 
from us. Let me repeat what I said before—that the rebellion is not yet 
completely quelled. There are still places where law and order have not 
been fully restored. In fact there are one or two places in Bihat where 
we do not know yhat is happening tod&y. But we hope that a reaction 
has set in amongst the general public agaianst the barbarities and excesses 
committed by the rebels' and the recrudescence of the mob rule is being 
resisted by the inhabitants of the 4ev^tated areas themSebves. In th^ 
circuiristances, to exjleet GoVemmefit to sit down and*- consider and 
fbrmuhce constructive taefesures, whatever'the meahing of* that lahrase may 
be, is to say the least, exceedingly unreasonable. Apart Trom that, the 
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Cripps proposals were and they remain today the constructive proposals 
put forward by His Majesty’s Government. That, unfortunately, has been 
spurned. Let me frankly tell the House that the acceptance of those 
proposals in my cipinion would have resulted in the swaraj for which India 
had been longing but they were rejected on the ostensible ground of the 
Viceroy’s veto and so on. Has it been realised that the convention which 
the Congress demanded would have come in as a matter of course, once 
there was a sanction behind it from the representatives of the people ? 
Convennions would not be conventions if they were put on the Statute- 
boolc 0 -* for which there was an express agreement. Conventions grow up 
as all customary rules do in sensible gradations. Some small deviation 
from the precedent itself becomes a precedent. So, the constitution 
“broadens down’’. Conventions do not supersede the law. .They merely 
determine in certain eventualities how legal power shall be exercised, Tn 
England, the greatest changes in the constitution have not been brought 
about ov Itgislative enactments. Whilst the legal code has remained sub- 
stantiaiJv unaltered, there has grown up by its side a purely unwritten 
and converviiciial code As a well-known constitutional lawyer puts it, 
“the object of conventions is to secure obedience to the deliberately 
expresse 1 will of the representatives of the people and therefore the ultimate 
will of the nation’’. In England, for instance, neither the Prime Minister 
nor the Cabinet is known to law, and yet the whole sptem of Parlia¬ 
mentary Government hinges on the working of the Cabinet, that is, on 
the collective responsibility of certain members of the Executive to Parlia¬ 
ment and to tho nation for the conduct of public affairs. 


Then again, are the constructive measures only to be initiated, by the 
Oovernrn(-nt and the Honourable Members who have collected here have 
no paiTi or share in it? May I appeal to them not to go back to their 
homes without making some tangible contribution to the constructive 
measures which will command a imr measure of a^ement of all the 
parties. The greatest danger and futility of any criticism is to ignore 
tho complexity of this problem. Once that is realised, it is possible to 
find the remedy. Sir, in this House is fully represented the genius, the 
intellect and the patriotism of the country. Is it too much to hope that 
those who still dominate the public life of this country will not fail to 
produce an agreed programme? They should not suffer from inferiority 
complex. Any propbsal which has the unanimous support of the Hon- 
ouraole Membe-a opposite cannot be lightly treated by any Government 
here o* in England But if the House wants the Government to impose 
upon the country u constitution, irrespective of the agreement of the 
parties during the extremely critical period we are passing through, it will 
he neither iai: to itself nor to the country. Honourable Members have 
been talking about “national Government” and that is the cry which is 
coming from all corners of India but is it realised that national Govern¬ 
ment cannot be imposed but it must be the creation of the fairly unanimous 
will of '.ha people ? With the consent nf all parties, it comes m automati¬ 
cally in places where there is a government of the people by the people 
and in places where there is a forei-m government it has to be farmed 
first by the people iheipselves and,the proposal is submitted then to the 
Oovernmept ^ the day, and if denied, the so-formed national government 
asserts it, will- 


Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab: Sikh); In what way? 
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The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmad; In exactly the same way in which 
you are doing at present, and I cannot conceive'that if such a Govermnent 
is formed, His Majesty’s Government can possibly i-esist it. But remember 
that this national Government has to satisfy one test—and that is a crucial 
test at the present time—and that is that its main purpose today is to 
resist the Axis powers with the last drop of its blood. It has to resist 
them as th i Russians are resisting the Germans. Civilised humanity, and 
I olairo that we Indians form a part of it, has decided, and there is no 
difference of opinion about it, that these enemies are outlaws and civilisa¬ 
tion cannot be satisfied until these outlaws are brouirht to book. The 
Allied Nations have pledged themselves to “do or die” in this great 
struggle and whichever Government comes into power in India it has to 
pledge itself to that faith. We, the Indian Members of the Executive 
Council, are es anxious as any one in this House or outside to have the 
freedom of the country and as soon as possible and we are here only to 
advance that interest. We are, however, clear in our own minds that this 
freedom secured from the British without the agreement of the majoi' 
parties, even if it were possible, would lead us to anarchy and civil war 
and thus to abject slavery under the Japanese and we sitting on this 
Bench and I hope every one of us here would sooner prefer annihilation 
to the pos'ii lU thus created. 

Syed Ohulam Bhik Nairang (East Punjab: Muhammadan): This debate 
has been initiated by the Honourable the Home Member on a motion 
which strikes me as very laconic and vague and puts the House in a 
position of considerable disadvantage by calling upon it to take the situa¬ 
tion in India into consideration. I do not mean to put forward a tech¬ 
nical objection and raise a point of order but I certainly wish to point out 
the practical difficulty of adopting such a motion. No definite substan¬ 
tive proposition is put before the House. The situation in India may 
mean anything and naturally embraces quite a mu'.titude of things. On 
many occasions, motions are moved in that form, but they always mean 
something definite. For instance, when the motion is that such and 
such a Bill be taken into consideration, there is always a particular Bill 
before the House, which makes the motion definite. When some years 
ago we had before this House a motion that the Ottawa Agreement be 
taken into consideration, that Agreement was before the House, and the 
House knew what it had to consider and the motion was, therefore, quite 
intelligible and quite definite. The present motion moved by the Honour¬ 
able the Home Member is, not conveniently, but most inconveniently 
vague and indefinite. It simply amounts to saying this: “Let us talk,” 
and, in meek obedience to the Honourable the Home Member, Honour¬ 
able Mtembers of this House have talked, and some of them, it appears 
to me, have talked at cross purposes.- That is due to the indefinite 
nature of the motion. Possibly, the Honourable the Home Member 
meant to say; “I am going to make a statement about the situation in 
India: let that statement be talked about and endorsed and approved’’. 
Well, he did make a statement. As a statement, it was certainly lucid, 
forceful and impressive, but that did not improve matters. The position 
of those who tabled amendments still remained a difficult onC. It was a 
question whether the so many amendments tabled on this occasion are 
real, alive amendments or only substantive propositions sought to be substi¬ 
tuted for the original motion. I need not pursue this ppint further but 
would refer to a recent illustration of the way in which a motion like 
this was moved before this House and dispos^ of. . 
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In the Secret Session of this House the motion was that the "war 
situation be taken into consideration'V- The Honourable the Leader oi 
the House moved the motion; His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief 
favoured us with a comprehensive statement of the war situation; some 
speeches were made; some questions were asked and certain suggestions 
put forward; and, without passing aiw resolution or any motion as a 
motion', the Session came to an end. Possibly, the Honourable the Home 
Member means a thing of that kind, and if that is the course to be adopt¬ 
ed, I think the so many motions put forward as amendments will have 
to be either withdrawn or simply ignored. 

Now, as to the Home Member’s speecb, it covers a vast field and it 
is the first comprehensive statement made by Government about the dis¬ 
turbances which followed the arrest of Mr. Gandhi and the Congress 
leaders at Bombay. No Member of this House and no responsible person 
outside this House can entertain or express anything but the strongest 
condemnation for the organised campaign of arson, sabotage, destruction 
of public property and in places even brutal murder, which somehow 
came to be started and was ruthlessly carried on by certain sections of 
the people in certain parts of the country. And no one in his senses can 
say that while this hooliganism and lawlessness were rampant, Govern¬ 
ment ought to have merely looked on and taken no steps to prevent them 
or to deal with them even sternly. Surelv, Government could not abdi 
cate its functions and could not afford to adopt a policy of non-violent 
non-co-operation when the movement had disturbed the public peace, set 
up mob rule, burnt post offices and railway stations, cut telegraph and 
telephhone wires, damaged railway lines and tried to paralyse not only 
the war effort but also the normal economic life oi the people. Surely, 
when such a state of things came into being, nobody expected the British 
Government to say to the hooligans: "Heroes and patriots! have 
patience. You need not worry yourself. We have received the order to 
quite India and we are preparing to do so. Aeroplanes and steamers duly 
convoyed are ready to take the British people bag and baggage out of 
India. We have arranged to summon Mahatma Gandhi and all his 
satellites from Bombay by aeroplane. They are reaching here tomorrow. 
We will hand over the charge of this country to your respected leaders 
and we shall walk out. Why bother! You can have your 
country at your disposal. You can rule it; you can misru'e it. 
You can govern it; you can misgovern it. You can have a Govt, or you can 
have absolute anarchy, whichever you choose. We did in our day make 
some promises to the Muslim nation and to the Denressed Classes and 
to the Indian States and to certain other loyal sections of the people.— 
the martial races and so forth, but surely those promises were not intend¬ 
ed to be performed at the cost of our own lives. Life is dearer than 
anything else, and we are leaving all these people to your tender mercies. 
You can do anything you like with the Muslims. You can plar*ate them; 
you can appease them; you can coerce them; you can convert them; you 
can annihilate them; you can do anything vo,u like with them. As to 
the Depressed Classes, well, they are, according to you, meant to serve 
the high caste Hindus; thev can go on as they have been going on for 
centuries. As to the Indian States, they can take care of themselves. 
So, we are off and you take charge of ^is country and administer or 
maladminister it as you like." If that position has been taken by the 
British Government which was the only alternative to the action taken 
at the outbreak of this lawlessness, I think the British Government 
would have, by doing so, committed political, administrative and even 
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moral suicide and would not have been ^ble to show its face anywhere, 
it would have been the duty of Government under any circumstances to 
put a stop to lawlessness, and the duty was all the more imperative when 
tlie invader stood at the gate of India. ’ If the Government had failed in 
this duty, we do not know what would have happened. As I have 
already said, the only other alternative was to abdicate and walk out. 
There is, therefore, no question that the measures taken by Governnfent 
were not called for and not justified 

If in the,course of these measures any excesses were committed by 
the military or the police—and I must say there are complamts to that 
effect which deserve serious attention and looking into—it is the duty of 
the Government to inquire into those complaints, punish the guilty and 
see that such things do not recur. I am glad after having had the ad¬ 
vantage of -listening to the Honourable the Law Member that that is the 
position of Government and that Government do mean to dispose of these 
complaints after proper enquiry and in a proper way. 

Then comes the important question, who is resjjonsible for this out¬ 
burst of organised lawlessness. Some quarters blandly put forward the 
view that it is th’e spontaneous ebullition of public resentment at the 
arrfest and incarceration of Mr. Gandhi and the Congress Leaders. Others 
strongly hold that this is the very thing which Mr. Gandhi and the Con¬ 
gress, Working Committee had threatened to start on the British refusing 
to quit India, after being ordered to do so. The qivetion is not free 
from difficulty and the relevant evidence, even such of it as is already 
before the public, is voluminous and complicated. Mr. Gandhi’s utter¬ 
ances and writings are not only oracular but contradictory, and the great 
difficulty is that he declared sometime ago by quoting Emerson that 
consistency is the hobgoblin of small minds. We know that Mr. Gandhi’s 
mind is not small and so he cousiders it necessary to indulge in 
inconsistencies to the mystification and utter embarrassment of those who 
want to ascertain his leanings and know precisely what he aims at. Now, 
Sir, among the lieutenants of Mr. Gandhi, we have the very conspicuous 
figure of Sardar Patel who said that 'the movement was going to be short 
and swift and would end in a week. If such a movement was going to 
be non-violent, it could not. as it were by the touch of the magician’s 
wand, complete its work in a week. Without going into details, one may 
say that there are very very strong indications that the Congress is res¬ 
ponsible for this movement. Some people believe that Subbns Ohandra 
Bose has something to do with this movement and point out to the 
broadcast sent out from Berlin on the evenir.g of 19th and 20th August 
last which purported to be a record of a speech by Subhas Chandra Bose 
and in which a complete programme of rebellion "and sabotage had been 
outlined and detailed instructions given, firstly, secondly, thirdly and so 
on up to perha|)s 25 or more paragraphs. Many of the instructions 
contained in that broadcast tally with what has actually been done Hiuring 
-^the course of -these disturbances. But people point out th^t this was, 
as far as known, only on the 19th and 20th A.ugust, but the movement 
Was already in full swing long before that had been sanctioned at least 
by the Andhra Provincial Congress Committee and had been embodied in 
oyclostvled instructions which the Government of the Central ^ovinces 
said had be6n found with spnhe of the members of the All-Tndia Congress 
Cofmmittee. •‘Ihese are bewildering circumstances. It is further pointed 
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that Subash Chandra Bose had not been on good terms with Mir. 
Oandhi and his party and so the two could not have acted in concert and, 
therefore, the entire thing must be put down to Subash Chandra Bose 
who has gone over to the enemy and has no scruples now to deter him 
from starting and fomenting a movemnt of this kind in India. But it is 
said by others that the differences between Subash Chandra Bose and 
Mr. Gandhi and his friends have long been made up. The other day 
when news of the death of Subash Chandra Bose in an aeroplane crash 
was received in India. Mr. Gandhi was among the first men to send a 
telegram of condolence to the mother of Subash Chandra Bose in which 
he characterised the death of Subash Chandra Bose as a national loss. 
Later on, when it was discovered that the report about his death was 
unfounded, it was Mr. Gandhi again who was the first to send a telegram 
of congratulation to the mother of Subash Chandra Bose, congratulating 
her on the safety of her son, and that congratulation again was for her and 
for the nation. 4nvhow the eirenmstanoes are such that for un who are 
not in possession of t'le entire bulk of the evidence, it is difficult to come 
to a very definite decision and give a clear finding as to who is responsible 
and how far the Congress is responsible for this movement, although one 
must say that there are very strong indications, as far as our knowledge 
goes, putting down this movement to the account of the Congress. 

Now, Sir, the question is, under these circumstances what has this 
House to suggest or to propose. The Honourable the Law Member has 
told us that if we put forward any constructive and concrete suggestions 
as to something to be done under the circumstances, the Government will 
be prepared to see that the suggestions are adopted and something cons¬ 
tructive done. We must thank the Honourable the Law Member for 
that declaration and we consider it to be in consonance with the spirit 
evinced by the British Government in sending out Sir Stafford Cripps to 
India with certain definite proposals, and after the failure of the Cripps 
mission, in declaring that the offers made in those proposals are still open. 
We do consider that what the Honourable the Law Member has said is 
genuine. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim): The Honourable 
Member’s time is up. 

Syed fih nlam Bhik Bairang; T will simply say this, 1 hope ITmiour- 
able Members of this House will put their heads together and try to put 
before the Government some agreed constructive suggestions and not be 
deterred by what the Honourable the Law Member very patronisingly 
called “inferiority complex”. With these words, I resume my s^at. 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar. (Labour Member); Sir, the 
debate on the motion that has been gopag on for the last two or three days 
reveale that there are two definite points of view presented by the Mem¬ 
bers of this House, There is one pmnt of view which holds that the 
action taken by the Government by arresting the members of the Congress 
and in suppressing the violent movemwit that has sprung up was not 
}U8tified. There is one section of the House which holds that the action 
taker by the Government is perfectly justified. In a situation like this it 
might be well for Government to say that it is unnecessajry for them to 
intervene in this debate for the simple reason that one side of the House 
cancels the otj^er, but it seems to me, feoin what my Honourable coHeaguOr 
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the Member for Law, has said, that it would not be proper for Government 
Members and, particularly, the Indian Members of the Executive Council 
to allow this matter to rest there. Rather than let the burden remain on 
the shoulders of one section of the House, I think it is very necessary that 
the Members should take the burden upon themselves, and I, therefore, 
pr<;pose to deal with some of the points that have been made by that 
section of the House which thinks that the action was not justified. 

The points that have been raised evidently fall into two categories: 
Some points are particular in their significance and in their nature; some 
{•cunts are of general importance and although it ui.glit be desirable for 
some of us not only to deal with the particular points but also with the 
general points, time, I am afraid, is so short that one has to make his 
selection in meetmg some of the charges that have been levelled. I, 
therefore, propose to offer my remarks only on two charges which have been 
levelled by the Party opposite against the Government. 

Sir, the critics of Government have said that the Government w'ere not 
justified in airesting the members of the Congress and if I understand the 
argument correctly, the argument seems to be that Congress is a body wuicli 
believes in non-violence and that if the Congress had been allowed to be 
free they certainly would have controlled the situation in such a manner 
that they would have prevented violence from emerging. It seems to me 
that the Members who take that line have not correctly read what has 
happened to the Congress and the members of the Working Committee 
dur.ng the last two years with regard to the principle of non-violence. Sir, 
as I read the proceedings of the Congress during the last two or three 
years, the impression that has been left upon my mind is that there has 
beeii a terrible landslide in the principle of non-violence as has been 
proclaimed by the Congress. The non-violence has been deeply buried—1 
have no hesitation on that point at all. 

Let me give the House a few facts. Sir, on the 22nd of December, 
1939. the Congress first gave the throat of civil disobedience. On the fStb 
Jiareh, 1940, the Congress had its Annual Session at Karugarh. At the 
Annual Session Mr. Gandhi was made the dictator and given sole charge 
ic lead the struggle. Mr. Gandhi became the Commnnder-in-Chief under 
that resolution. But on the 22nd of June, 1940, barely within three 
months, Mr. Gandhi was deposed from his place as a Commander-in-Chief. 
The Working Committee refused to accept the princ.ple of non-violence 
as a guiding principle for its action, and Mr. Gandhi had to tender his 
resignation. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea (Calcutta Suburbs; Non-Muhammadan Urban): 
That was witli regard to the war 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: Please do not d.sturb me. 

On the 15th of December. 1940, the All-India Congress Comnlittee met 
in Bombay and there a resolution was passed by which Mr. Gandhi was 
again made the Commander-in-Chief and requested to carry on the struggle. 
Mr Gandhi continued to be the Commander till December 1941. In Dec¬ 
ember 1941, a Working Committee meeting was held in Bardoli and a 
resolution was passed again deposing Mr^ Gandhi.' The important feature 
of the incident that took place in December 1941 is, I think, not quite 
well-known to the Members of this House. There was a great schism at 
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Bardoli between Mr. Gandhi and his followers who believed in non¬ 
violence out and out, and the other members of the Working Committee 
who did not believe in non-violence. The matter was put to issue at 
Wardba at a meeting of the All India Con^ss Committee. Everybody iifc 
India, certainly the members of the Working Committee, expected 
that Mr. Gandhi would push the issue to a decision and either 
have the Working Committee’s resolution passed at Bardoli res¬ 
cinded or, if it was not possible for him to do so, tender hia 
resignation. One of the most astounding things that Mr. Gandhi did at 
Wardha when the resolution came up for rat.ftcation before the All India 
Congress Committee was that the apostle of non-violence instructed his 
followers not to carry the matter to a division. Not only that, he continued 
to associate himself with the Working Committee and continued to be its 
Commander-in-Chief. Sir, if that is not evidence that the Congress was 
saturated with a spirit of violence, right under the very nose of the 
Congress—Mr. Gandhi—I do not know what better evidence one couldf 
offer on that point. 

There is another point which, I think, Honourable Members are not 
aware of and about which I would like to make some reference. It is not 
only a fact that almost all members of the Congress Working Comnjittee— 
at any rate a great many of them—^had ceased to have any faith in non¬ 
violence, a great many of them had become indifferent to the principle, but 
there is enough body of evidence to indicate that inside the Congress there 
was an attempt being made for a planned campaign of violence. 

Sardar Sant Singh: So far as the war is concerned .... 

The Honourable ^r. B. R. Ambedkar: Please do not interrupt me. 

Sardar Sant Singh: you are making mis-statements. 

Some Honourable Members: It is not correct. There is no evidence. 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: 1 am not making any inaccurate 
statement. I think there is one piece of evidence to which no reference 
has so far been made In the House, and I would like to make a reference 
to it. 

An incident occurred at Deoli Detention Camp where Mr. Jai Prakash 
Narain was kept. The House probably is aware that the Jail Superinten¬ 
dent in charge of the Camp succeeded in getting hold of some papers which 
Mr. Jai Prakash Narain was surreptitiously trying to pass out of the Jail 
to his wife. That incident occurred -in December 1941 and anyone who- 
wants to understand what was happening within the Congress—within the 
Working Committee—I submit, ought to pay the greatest attention to 
that document. What does that document reveal? That document, if 1 
read it correctly, reveals'four or five points. First of all—and T am iiting 
the words of Mr. Jai Prakash Narain himself—the Satyagraha which Mr. 
Gandhi was carrying on was held by a majority of Congressmen as a 
stupid farce; it had no sense, it had no mejining. Secondly, 
Mr. Jai Prakash Narain maintained tfhat if the Congress wanted 
to achieve its goal it had better give up the task of attend¬ 
ing to moral victories and should try to achieve political victories. 
That was again a hit against Mr. Gandhi. The second fact 
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12 N which the document revealed was that there were in existence 
in India certain parties who were not only not believing in non¬ 
violence but were pledged to violence and the parties that are referred to 
in that document, I find, are the.se, which are said to be within the 
Congress: The Communist Parlj of India, the Revolutionary Socialist 
Party in Bengal, the Congress Socialist Party, the Hindustan Socialist 
Bepublican Association. It was the jiroject of Mr. Jai Prakash Narain 
thao all these bodies, except perhaps the Communist Party, should be 
amalgamated into one single organisation which should be a secret party, 
working within the Congress and working below ground, subterranean—to 
use the exact technical terminology. Mr. Jai Prakash Narain also 
suggested that this secret party should not only be within the Congress 
hut should resort to political dacoities for the purpose of getting funcis to 
ean_\ on its own policy. If these two matters to which I have made refer- 
■eiic 3 do not convince reasonable people that the Congress was not to be 
trusted in the lip service which it rendered to the principle of non-violence, 
I do not know that there can be any better evidence by which a reasonable 
man can be convinced. That, Sir, is at any rate one of the circumstances 
on which Government relied in taking action at the stage it took. 

Then I come to the second point which I have selected in offering my 
remarks in this maiden speech. It has been said by the Members of the 
Opposition that, although repression may be justifiable by the circum¬ 
stances of the moment, it should not be the duty of the Government mere¬ 
ly to stop with repression but that Government must take some construct¬ 
ive step. When one begins to examine the constructive steps to which 
reference has been made from different sections of the House, one cannot 
but be surprised at the bewildering medley of suggestions that have been 
made I, therefore, pick ujion only one which appears to me something 
definite and something which you can put your teeth in and examine. 
The suggestion has been made that the Government of the day should be 
recast, refashioned, and should work as a national government. Now, in 
order that I may be able to present to the House the point of view which 
1 urn urging with regard to this suggestion, it would be better if I began 
by stating what the present Government is, what is -its lature. 48 
Honourable Members are aware, section 33 of the Government of India 
Act says, that the superintendence, direction and control of the civil and 
military government of India is vested in the Governor General in Coun¬ 
cil. I am a bit of a constitutional lawyer. I do not claim to be an expert, 
but I do claim to be a student; and examining this section 33 and com¬ 
paring it with the constitutions that exist elsewhere and taking as a 
measure the wishes of the Indian people as to the nature of the government 
they want, I have no hesitation in saying that this section 33 provides a 
government which has two characteristics which are of infinite importance. 
The -one characteristic which this government has got is that it excludes 
autocracy completely. The second characteristic which this government 
has got is that it imposes collective responsibility, a matter which is so 
much after the heart of the Indian people .... 

An Honourable Member: Is it practised? 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: I will come to that. There is 
ample provision in the Act. The government is vested not in the 
Governor General, not in a single authority, but it is vested in the 
Governor General in Council. 
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Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta (Bombay Central Division; Non-Muham- 
madati BuTal); Subject to the orders of the Secretary ot State. 

The Honourable Br. B. R. Ambedkar:, 1 am coming to that; 1 am 
dealing' with all that. The positioii ie this, that every Member of the 
Executive Council is a colleague of the Governor General. That fact can 
never be forgotten'and ought never to be forgotten; and my submission, 
therefore, is that if ifndiaus are wanting a ^vemineut which is democratic, 
which excludes autocracy, and which by mw—^not by convention only— 
imposes upon those who are in charge of the administration a collective 
responsibility, then my submission to the House is this: that you cannot 
df^se a better form of government than the one we have. I know it has 
been said against this government that although that may be so, this 
government is subject to the veto of the Viceroy and of the Secretary of 
Stale . 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Not merely veto—orders. 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: I call it veto; you can call It 
orders. I w'ould like to use a constitutional phrase as I am a constitutional 
mau. 

An Etonourable Member: The master’s voice from Whitehall! 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: What I said is that this gov- 
eruinent is not a free government; it is a government that is subject to 
the veto of the Viceroy, it is also subject to the veto of the Secretary of 
State. With regard to the veto of the Viceroy I would like to point out 
thiu the veto is confined to matters which relate to the safety and tranqui¬ 
lity of India. It is not a general veto. It is not a veto which applies to 
the day to day administration of the country .... 

Sardar Sant Singh: May I ask one question. 


The Honourable Dr. 3. R. Ambedkar: You must not ask any question 
now, I have got a very short time. I am going to admit for the sake of 
argument that there is a veto. I have read a lot of constitutions, not to 
be afraid of a veto. 

Sardar Sant Singh: I am asking a legal question. 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: You can ask me later, i have 
no time to give a lecture now. 

I am perfectly prepared to admit that there is a veto and that the veto 
exists My question to Honourable Members who are so much disturbed 
bv the veto is this: what is the signifipahee of the veto? What does the 
veto mean? Let me state it in the most categorical terms, because i find 
there is a lot of-confusion in the minds of many Honourable Members who 
wish to talk about the constitutional . question. What is the difierenoc 
between an autocratic government and "a responsible government? What 
is the difference that exists in Germany under Hitler and the Government 

that exists' in Great Britain? The answer simply is this. 

'Interruption). 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); Order, order. 
Honourable Members must not go on interrupting like this. 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: The answer is simply this and 
I want to put it in the most categorical form—the difference between 
autocracy and responsible government —J repeat it, I emphasise it,—lies 
in the fact that in autocracy there is no veto. In responsible government 
there is a -veto. That is the simple fact about it. Let all those who want 
to understand the constitution and who want to frame constitutions bear 
that fact in mind. 

Sir, the only question, the only quarrel that can arise—1 can perfectly 
understand that sort of quarrel—is where should the veto lie? Should it 
lie with the Secretary of State, should it lie with the Viceroy, or should it 
lie at any other place or in some other organisation? That can be the 
only point of quarrel. As to the existence of the veto, I submit that there 
can be no quarrel among those who believe in responsibility, among those 
who believe in democratic government. The question, therefore, that 
arises is this. If we are not to have the veto with the Secretary ot State, 
where arc w'e to have it? It seems to me that if yPu want to transfer the 
veto from the Secretary of State, the only place where I can see it cun be 
rightly placed is the Legislature. There is no other place for the veto. 

Sir Syed Baza All (Cities of the United Provinces: Muhammadan 
Urban): 1 am glad that my Honourable friend has at last thought of the 
Legislature' 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: The question, therefore, is this, 
and 1 think it is a simple question. Can we transfer the veto to the Legis¬ 
lature as it exists today? (Interruption by Pandit Lnkshmi Kanta Maitra.) 
I cannot teach you constitutional law. I am afraid I shall have to open a 
class. 1 spent five years in the Law College teaching constitutional law. 
The question to my mind is this. Can we transfer this veto to the Legis¬ 
lature? And I must consider the question from the standpoint of the 
present Iicgislature because the demand is that the British Government 
should abdicate at once. The question is, is this Legislature suited as a 
receptacle in which we can place this veto? 

What is the composition, what is the character of this Legislature? 
Now, Sir, it is quite true and 1 do not think I am saying anything dero¬ 
gatory to this House, that, having regard to the efflux of time, this House 
is almost in a deceased state. 

Saidat Sant Slngb: It is always. 

Tho Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: It was elected for three years, 
but it has been sitting for almost nearly nine years. I do not know to 
what extent the present Members of this House can be said to derive a 
mandate from their constituencies which can be regarded as direct and 
fresh, if it has not become stale by the efflux of time. I won’t say any¬ 
thing about it, but let us proceed further and examine the composition of 
the House. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim); The Honourable 
Member has already exceeded his time. 
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Pandit Santa Maitra (Presidency Division; Non-Muhani- 

madaii Rural): What my Honourable friend says has nothing to do with 
the motion before the House. 

The Honourable Dr. B. E. Ambedkar: If you think, Sir. that my time 
ia up . . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The time limit was 
iirrived at by agreement of all Parties and I have got to enforce it. 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: Then I will close my speech. 
Examine the Legislature from any point of view you like, examine i^ from 
the point of view of the mandate, examine it from the point of view of the 
<5ornpoBition of the Legislature, its representative character. Examine it 
:also from the point of view of the electorate which is represented, and I 
have no doubt about it that this House cannot be regarded ns sufficiently 
representative to impose a veto on a national government. 

Hr. Jamnadaa M. Mehta: Why did you call the Session? 

(There were some more interruptions.) 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: The point, therefore, is this. 
Either you must acknowledge the fact that this House is not representative 
■enough to have the vetoj deposited in it, or you must consider whether 
during the period of the war it is possible for us to enter upon re-fashioning 
this Legislative Assembly in such a manner that it will contain within 
itself a sufficient number of Hindus, a sufficient number of Mussalmuns, a 
sufficient number of Depressed Classes, and all the other elements which 
go to make up the national life of the country. Therefore, my submission 
18 that this demand which has been made for a national govommeiit is 
certainly the result of confused thinking, is the result of the desire of 
most people, to avoid what I regard as the most crucial question, namely, 
a communal settlement, because until we get a communal settlement, it ”is 
■quite impossible to re-fashion this House in a manner in which it woul^ 
be regarded as fit to receive the veto powers over the Executive that may 
be fashioned under the new Constitution. Sir, I cannot carry the mutter 
further ns my time is up and I resume my seat. 

Mr. IT. M. Joshi (Nominated Non-Official): May I rise to a point of 
order? Is it good parliamentary practice that the Government side vhich 
has to make provocative speeches should make them at the end of the 
debate instead of in the middle or at the beginning of the debate? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; It is not n point of 
order which the Chair can decide. It is left to the Members of the House. 

Mr, Hooseinbhoy A. Lalljee (Bombay Central Division; Muhammadan 
Rural): It was my earnest desire to be able to congratulate my Honourable 
friend, Dr. Ambedkar, when he made his jnaiden speech, but I am sorry 
to say that I am unable to do that at this jimcture after hearing his 
speech but I do sincerely welcome him as a member of the Government 
of India. We had today what I considered to be a bright day when we 
heard the Honourable the Law Member admitting on the floor of this 
House that he looks to this House, a House which his Colleague, the Hon¬ 
ourable Dr. Ambedkar, says is a good tor nothing House. We are between 
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the veli^lSScte of two Honowe/ble Members of Government, and I do’not 
know whether thore, is^ny good our going into this question' until they 
come to hold one and tne same opinion. They have undertaken collective 
responsibility and they say, “You are no good. Trust us. You do not 
represent the people. These nine years you have not seen an election. 
We are the representatives and ought to be trusted! Not only are we 
under the Act colleagues of the Viceroy but have a collective responsibility.'' 
But the fact is. Sir, they have been appointed by the Viceroy and their 
term of office is until the jileasure of the Viceroy. I have never had a 
busiriesfi proposal like that put before me, and I say that as a business¬ 
man I shall not be proud of such a business. I call my servant and toll 
him, ‘You are my equal. I have appointed you. You shall remain 
during my pleasure, that is, no sooner I do not want you, then you are to 
go’’. Is this collective responsibility? 

We have been told further by our Honourable friend. Dr. Ainbedkuiv 
about the great veto. He asks, where is the-veto to be placed? It is^ 
certainly not with this Legislature but I admit it is in reality with the 
Secretary of State. We know as a fact that the veto lies in the hands of 
one gentleman 6000 miles away, and the Viceroy and the Executive 
Council, are humble servants of the Secretary of State and have to be 
there during the pleasure of the Secretary of State. This is the true 
position. I am sorry I have to deal with this question but it is the boun* 
den duty of every one here who has been returned by his constituency to 
maintain the rights of the people. If I have said anything which my 
friends do not relish, I am certainly very sorry. But I strongly appeal to 
them to feel that we represent the people of this country, especially at a 
time when every day the freedom and the rights of the people to self- 
determination is dinned into our ears. If the Government as a whole 
have kept us on in this House it is not for anybody to challenge our posi¬ 
tion. Wo have told Government often and I am prepared to tell my 
friends today: ‘Dissolve this House; if you want fresh verdict of the 
people’. Your policy is like the dog in the manger policy. The other 
day you grudged to give us more than two days to discuss the whole 
situation and, when great persons like MaTshal Chiang and Sir Stafford 
Cnpps came to this country it was so .arranged that this Legislature had 
nothing to do with them. Not till this morning dkl we hear the least 
anxiety on the part of the Government Benches to take us in confidence 
or treat us as people’s representatives. I take the pronouncement made by 
the Honourable the Law Member to-day very seriously and I tell him ihafe 
if that is the spirii with winch they are going to work with us, who are 
now hero, they will not be sorry. It is high time I feel that you and we 
all must g(r round the country and explain the true position of the Govern¬ 
ment to the people. It may be that the powerful parties have been able 
to carry the people in their own way a great deal, but the fault really lies 
with the constitution and specially with the manner in which the Govern¬ 
ment have often treated the people and the people’s representatives who 
have been co-operating with them. Change that policy. Let Government 
openly aclmowledge those who are always prepared t6 discuss matters and 
co-operate with them and not only those who come at times to 
cooperate with them. You should not also surrender to those who sit on 
^e fence and say that they will co-operate with you on certain tetni^. 
You should co-operate with all those who are bold enough to offer their 
services to you, Hot as a master, but as the Government of the country. 
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[Let iJie again express the hope and trust that tHe pronouncement made by 
ithe Low Member is serious. He will.excuse me if I still have doubts. 1 
have been here for nearly ten years, and in season and out of season, we 
.are oloiming what you have just tried to give us that is^true situation m 
the country and of the Government and I must say that we have yet to 
•see that this is going to be your practice. Let us hope that you will put 
•it into practice hereafter. 

Coming to the motion before the House, I want to say that I entirely 
agree M'ith the remarks that have been made by the Honourable tlie 
Home Member and the Law Member with regard to the great and serious 
losses that the country has suffered on account of the recent disturbances 
I also agree that it is the duty of the Government to take strong and im¬ 
mediate rxicasures to put them down. I do not think there is anybody in 
this country, (who honestly and sincerely believes in the safety and happi¬ 
ness of the people), who likes these disturbances. One thing you have got 
to acknowledge and that is the fact that today there are a very large 
number of people in the country who claim to be the followers of the 
Congress policy. There are today a large number of Muslims who claiiii 
to bo the followers of the Muslim League. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khaa; With the exception of a few 

Hr. Hooaeinbhoy A. Lalljee: l said large number. I have not said all. 
There is also the fact that there is a strong universal feeling that wt 
ought to be free and independent. In these circumstances, the first 
■duty of the Government is to try and satisfy the people's aspirations. In 
the Cripps proposals, I admit that a sincere attempt was made by che 
•British Government to meet to a very large extent the desires o' the 
people. I am sorry that attempt has not been successful. The Congress 
declared that the powers given were not real and further also not sufficient 
for the successful prosecution of the war. It is also a fact that the great 
Cornmander-in-Chief, as my friend, Dr. Ambedknr, has pointed out Mr. 
Gandhiji declared something to the effect that tfie Cripps proposals wore a 
post-dated cheque on a bankrupt bank, but Sir, many do not agree with 
■these. Many also feel that the Muslim League ought not to have rejected 
them. The reason the Muslim League put forward is that they did not 
get sufficient power to run the Government, and in that position, they 
were not prepared to take up any responsibility. Whatever that may be, 
I f(!el that the Government ought to have there and then attempted to get 
together the other parties, namely, tho Depressed Classes, the working 
classes and other independent people’s representatives together in 'k little 
round table conference at that time, and through them put the proposals 
before the public. It is not proper to blame all if you have not consulted 
or cared to consult all. 

Sir, the Government are anxious and the people are* anxious that we 
must carry on the war successfully.. People are more anxious to carry 
. on the war successfully because there are .involved in this war two import- 
ant questions for ihem. One is that our country is threatened and we 
cannot and will not allow our country.tntbe'invaded. The second is that we 
shall be able to- get dur freedom as soon as war successfully ends, because 
nobody ean dare refuse us this right after the position that we have 
established and in the position we are how in. I feel also that a great 
-deal and much more ean be done lor the war to be successful soon if 
rthe people of this country were frankly and fully trusted and taken into 
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confidence. And further, if those Indians wh& are working lu responsible 
position for the war supplies and preparations and those who can work 
in this direction should be given real and more responsible positions m 
the conduct of the war and in all the activities connected with the war. 
il tliis is done without any reserve India will be able to show very soon 
to the world at large that they not only can defend themselves but can 
defend the liberties of the people of the world at large. Unless and 
until some honest and real endeavours are made to place the real posi¬ 
tion and a fair right to handle the same in the accredited representatives, 
of the country and a .^satisfactory solution is brought about in this respect, 
i am afraid we will not be able to do, with all the goodwill in the w'orld, 
lull justice to the cause of successfully carrying on of the war and for 
the cause of freedom. We have to seriously consider tins j^osition and 
1 would earnestly end seriously draw the attention ot the House and 
(jovernment to it. 

Only yesterday I road a small account m the newspapers the state¬ 
ment ot Mr >.ush, the Pi’iine Munster of New' Zealand He said; 

“Aa 1 SCO it, Butain has made an offer, an honest offer, telling Indians to form, 
a Governinonl, ami we drop our Government when you form yours It is absurd 
to say you shall not have a Government meanwhile " 

He further adds . 

''Ther; is cne qualification We do want to use the area to defend the nitoiest.s 
of the United Nations.” 

Here is the Prime Minister of the smallest Doinimon in the British 
Empire who calls this Goveniment as ‘our’ Government This is the 
statement of the Prime Minister of the smallest Dominion where an 
Indian, cannot get free entrance or equal rights but who claims the Indian 
Government as ‘our’ Government Mark these words, especially and 
consider itg effect when you want to rouse the enthusiasm of the people 
(/O fight for their freedom as well. Then, the next thing he says i.s that 
he wants the area to defend the interests of the United Nations. In 
other words, be wants our country to be used as a battlefield to defend 
the interests of the United Nations, including of course New Zealand. It 
is not only New Zealand that wants this, but Australian and South 
African also want it because they all are in same position. Even the 
great American nation and the unfortunate China, (which is just like 
ourselves) also want it. The presence of their nationals in this country 
clearly shows what they mean. I do not say that we shall refuse them 
co-operation and help, but what I do say is this we are ourselves pre¬ 
pared to fight for our defence, if you Want help ask ua, do not dare to- 
claim it, as we are prepared to fight for the cause of real freedom. We 
are prepared to make all sacrifices for the same but we must insist oh 
being treated as equals. From this day let it be admitted by these 
people in ah fairness that the people of India shall certainly and also have 
equal status with the people of the United Nations not only in India 
but in their countries aa well. Make that simple and honest declara¬ 
tion Let the great people of the United 'Nations also make this solemn 
simple declaration, that from today onwards the British Indian, or call 
him what you like, shall have in all those places where the United Notions 
rule the equal status and they shall and will accept the same position 
in India hereafter which is accorded’ to Indians in their countries by them. 
We are prepared to concede these privileges to them. Th fact, vre have- 
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upto now been forced to concede equal status, position, to them but hereafter 
they will get if they concede. J^ow, may I ask my friend the Leader of 
the European Group and Jiis friends who kindly gave assurances to 
us yesterdayto kindly rise and tell us whether he is agreeable and is 
going to allow us to be equals with him in this country, in their country - 
and in other parts of the world where he has got his own kith and kin 
ruling and for whom he is fighting and asking us to fight this war. Here 
is a test, Sir, before you. May 1 ask him that since, he has given us 
pledges and also assurances of freedom soon after the war to answer this 
simple quest.on boldly. This siiriple question I am putting to you only 
as a businessman because they are all businessmen. Are you prepared 
to admit here and now that you will see that a British Indian shall have 
the equal status wherever the United Nations will be ruling? If that is 
not torthcomiug, let me put to him another question. Will you at least 
concede that the poor brave Indian soldier wherever he has shed bis 
blood, shall be treated on that soil as of equal status with the people of 
those eountrie'-'* Onr poor brave Indian so'ldier is taken to Iraq, Iran, 
yyria, Egyot, Mulla. etc., will he get an equal status in those lands or if he 
is taken Ic New Zealand, Australia or South Africa or to England oi even 
to America will he be treated .after victory is won by him as equal there. 
We lire prepared to send them to all these countries,—will these great 
nations su}' here and now to his children or send messages to las orphans 
and to his widow and to his father and mother that their precious blood 
which was shed on tlicir soil to defend their hearths and homes entitles 
them to an equal status with them? For the time being, let me leave 
a.side the Indian jieople, let them answer to those who are actually laying 
dow'T their lives Will you do that? These are the things that really 
and truely will appeal to the mind of the people. Declaie these simple 
things, when you make so many others The moment you do that, let 
me assure you, you change the whole aspect of the war, especially when 
every day you din into our ears that equality and freedom is everything 
in the world and that the Axis powers are not only refusing these but 
are committing cruelties. They are really doing so and are really com¬ 
mitting cruelties but may I ask why are you treating us as subject 
races and conquered nations. Are you prepared even to say here and 
now that such a thing shall not happen? I leave aside all other great 
and weighty constitutional questions for the time being; I only want this 
great fundamental principle of humanity, namely, equality of status to- 
come at once. As a businessman who has travelled in many parts of Asia, 
a part of Africa and of Europe let me tell you frankly, I have often found 
myself in a position when I had to hide my real identity to be a British 
Indian. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: What did you go as? 

Mr. Hooseinbhoy A. Lalljee: I have tried to pass as a Egyptian or 
as a Muslim without giving my nationality. The moment I had to say 
that I was a British Indian, they look down upon me as an inferior being. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Then you have committed forgery I 

Mr. Hooseinbhoy A. Lalljee: I have great regard for honour and self, 
respect. If I ajr- unable to maintain them, if I call myself a British 
Indian, then I won't admit that my nationality. That is certain, and 
I submit no self-respecting man will do' it. 
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si",'I toll con claim it because I em ™ 
of tho.ii> who are out to help openly and sincerely the Government in the 
'successful pfosecutiion of the war as a people reprefilentative. We 
believe and strongly believe that in the successful prosecution of the war 
liefe the safety of our hearth and home and our freedom, and that every 
endeavour must be made to win the war and that every obstruction should 
be removed and every thing must be done which would help people to 
eome out to win this war. I do not ask for freedom. I do not wish to 
say that we shall be given freedom. I say, let by friends realise that 
hereafter if they do not concede, the Indian soldiers and people who are 
■fighting in this,war will demand freedom and take it and no power on 
earth will bt able to deny it The great President of the American 
Hepublic and the very great Premier of Great Britain found time during 
this great war to consider the Atlantic Charter for European Small Nations. 
But when the question of my country comes, they say, "Wc shall send 
■white soldiers, English soldiers and American soldiers and also Chinese 
soldiers. We have nothing to talk to you or we have no time to talk to 
you and we have nothing to do with your domestic affairs”. I wish they 
had nothing to do with our domestic affairs. I want to tell them one 
ihing, what about our status in their countries? ‘ If we are an inferipr 
nation, why come to us for men and for help. It is in the interest of 
•thoee who are really out and working for the successful conclusion of this 
■war I say, help us in attaining our status; I am making this appeal to 
•our Treasury Benches, especially to my Indian colleagues who have now 
collective responsibility with the Viceroy as his colleagues and who have 
taken upon themselves great responsibilities in these grave and trying times. 

I appeal to my Honourable friend. Dr. Ambedkar, specially, who has 
very rightly asked his people to join the army and I hope and trust that 
he is as aiixious as any one to see that the Depressed class soldiers shall 
shout wherever they be, with the foreign soldiers, ‘‘His Majesty the King” 
or ‘‘His Majesty the King Emperor” according as what the foreign 
soldiers themselves shout. Sir, I make this pointed reference and want to 
draw the attention of the Government to it. It has come to my knowledge 
that in different places when the British and Dominion soldiers toast the 
King, they simply toast ‘‘His Majesty the King” and the Indian soldiers 
ulso stand up. It has never been an occasion for our poor brave Indian 
'soldiers to hear the Britishers and Dominion soldiers getting up and 
toasting ‘‘His Majesty the King Emperor”. I have no quarrel about this. 

1 may tell my Honourable friends, the Britishers sitting on the Treasury 
Benches that if they really want to treat this country as their own, they 
must treat us on equal status. I assure you that the moment the 
Japanese or Germans or anybody else know that Indians have been won 
over, Indians have acquired equal status and India to a man is behind 
the British and that India is out doing all it can in the successful prose- 
■cuticn of this war, then believe me, Sir, both Japanese and Germans, our 
enemies, would not dare to make any advance on India or Asia and very 
soon they would even try to sue for peace. India has great potentialities, 
she has done great things and she can do much more- Our enemies have 
made a great study of this country let me tell you when you gave them 
all oppo’-ltmities and they very well know the real power of India, and 
the very great potentialities existing in it to fight them to a finish. 
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Dr. P. N. Banerjsa: Sir, I strongly condemn acts of violence andl 
hooliganism; and there is no Party in this House, there is no person in my 
Party who does not condemn such acts with equal emphsisis. But, Sir„ 

T cannot see eye to eye with the Honourable the Home Member when 
he observes that (here were no excesses committed by the police and that 
due care and caution was adopted in repressir^ lawlessness. Concrete 
instances have been pointed out by many Honourable friends and I have 
myself personal knowledge of innocent persons having lost their lives 
through no fault of their own. This is, therefore, a matter for full and 
proper investigation. 

There is another reprehensible feature of the present situation, and 
that is the muzzling of the Press. Sometime ago the restrictions imposed 
on the l‘res-> of the country were so stringent in character that most of 
the nationalist papers thought it incumbent upon them to suspend publica¬ 
tion. Some relaxation of control has now been provided, but even now 
the restrictions which continue are harmful not only to the people but 
also to the Government. The Government should remember that the- 
Press is a great safety-valve and that it is dangerous to tamper with it. 

I cannot agree witli the Honourable the Home Member when he seeka 
to connect the Indian National Congress with loot, arson and murder. I 
have my own differences with the. Congress. I was the Chief organizer 
of the party which was formed in Bengal upder the guidance of our 
venerable Leader, Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya and the great scientist,. 
Sir P. C. Eay, a party which returned all its candidates to this Assembly,, 
after inflicting crushing defeats on their Congress rivals. But whatever 
differences may exist between myself and the Congress, I cannot believe 
that non-violence is no longer the creed of the Congress, My Honourable 
friend. Dr. Ambedkar, pointed out that there have been serious differences, 
m the Congress ranks with regard to non-violence. But these differences,, 
he forgot to mention, lefer only to the question of defence of the country, 
I cannot believe that Gandhiji and the other Congress leaders have fallen 
so low as to soak thoir hands in the blood of postmen and police officers. 

I do not deny, however, that what the Congress intended to do was 
in itself a serious thing. The Congress threatened to launch a c&unpaign. 
of non-violent struggle. Their programme, in short, was a general strike- 
all along the line. This was calculated to create serious disturbances in. 
the country. I made a public appeal through the press to Mahatma 
Gandhi and the Congress leaders to desist from such a course. But it 
se«ms that the Congress was compelled by the unbending attitude of the 
British Government to resort to this method. Thus, while the Congress 
is partly responsible for the present situation, and while I admit that the 
Congress made a mistake, I must say that the Government also made a 
mistake, perhaps a greater mistake and that the Government are even 
more responsible than the Congress .in bringing about the present 
' catastrophe. More than three weeks elapsed between the meeting of the 
Working Committee and the meeting of the All-India Congress Committee 
and during this period the Government might have called the representa¬ 
tives of the different parties to a conference so as to be able to find a way 
out of the difficult situation. But the Government did nothing of the 
kind. . 
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The Government rniahandled the situation. And what is the coiLsequcnee 
■of this mishj.ndliitg of he situation? The consequence is that anti British 
feeling is today twenty times greater than it was ever before. And vhat 
IS worse than that, is tlu-.t before the 7th of August there was no pro- 
Japanese feeling in this country, but today there, is a feeling which 
approaches daiigsronslv a y)ro-Japanese feeling A feeling of active hostility 
to the Japane.se invasion is gradually giving place to a feeling of passive 
acquiescence That is a most dangerous symptom of which tne Govern¬ 
ment niust take note. 

Mr. N. M. Joahi*. They do not bother. 

Dr. P. N. Banorjaa: The Government should also consider that in 
addition to the political discontent there have been other factors such as 
economic distress, food shortage, misbehaviour of the soldiers, and fhc 
policy of re]iresai()ii followrd by Government officers which have greatly 
enhanced the seriousness of the situation. 

The Government should also consider the present situation, in ielation 
to the most urgent need of the hour And what is that? The urgent 
need of the hour is to aid the war efToit of the United Nations to Ihc fullest 
■extent. But how is that to be done*' That can only be done with goodwill 
of the people, but can goodwill be secured by means of whipping, shooting, 
collective fines and gagging of the press*? The answer ought to be an 
«mpluitic ‘no’. The JIoiKairnblc the Home Member spoke the other day 
about the **internal eueiny ’, but why is he desirous of converting a friend 
into an enemy T!'e Congress has said again and again that it is inepared 
to aid the war effort of the United Nations to the fullest extent; and [ do 
not know why (ho Honourable the Home Member is seeking to open two 
fronts in India. If a sec..ud front has to be opened, let it bo opened ni 
Europe against the Fascist powers, hut in India what wo want is a single 
united front against all the enemies of the United Nations—Japan. Italy 
and Geimany If this object is to be achieved, a reversal of the policy of 
the Government will be needed. The policy of repression mn.^t give place 
to the policy of conciliatiou The adnimistrator has played his part. Let 
him now st'ind aside and make room for the statesman The iuet act of 
statesmanship in India will he to reverse the present policy, to convene a 
<X)nference of the difFeitiit jiarties of the people including ihe Congress, 
and transfer a substantial measure of real power to the people of the 
country 

My Euro[jCcm friends say that power will be transferred to the people 
after the war, and they ask “Why are you not satisfied with promises?’’. 
But it is regM’^tabJe that our friends forget that the pages of the history 
of British Indian administration are covered over with broken jiledgcs. 

An Honourable Member. No 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: They seem to forget that the Charter Act of 1833 
contained a provision for removing all racial discrimination between Indians 
and Europeans, and has this provision of the Charter Act been given effect 
to? This Charter Act was not the promise given by this persun or that 
person, but was given by the Parliament of Great Britain. And if this 
■Charter Act coiild be ignored with impunity, what reliance can be placed on 
the promises of tlie Members of the European Group. No. Prunises will 
not do. You will have to do some thing immediately. If your promises 
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. are to be believed they sliouUl be accompanied by some measure of fulfil¬ 
ment even at the presfint rime. My European friends further soy; "Power 
cannot be transferred in the twinkling of an eye’’ but do they not know 
that important events occur m the twinkling of an eye? Do they not know 
thht Burma and Malaya ceased to be British possess.ons in the i winkling of 
an eye. They should remenihei that three years have now elnjiscd from 
the date of tlie commencement of the war; and are three years a intre 
■twinkling of an eye? 

No one will accept their view in this matter unless they are piepared 
to transfer at least a suhstanlial measure of real power to the iieople here 
and now If it is imposslhle to transfer the whole power ini mediately, 
they should trunsCer a subslmitial portion of that power. I am glad that 
tho Honouriihle the Law Member took a line m this regard ddferent from 
the line taken by others. I do not know who is the spokesman i f Iho 
Government on this question —the Honourable Sir Sultan Almied or Die 
Honourable Dr. Ambedkar? The Honourable Sir Sultan A’amcil says 
"Prepare a scheme and W 3 shall give effect to it’’, but the rionoiirable 
Dr Ambedkar says; "The jiresent is the best system of (fovei imienr that 
is jiossible. 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: I did not sav any thing of the 
kind You did not allow me tc conclude my speech 

Dr. P N. Banerjea: The Honourable Dr. Ambedkar made so many 
incorrect statements t'.at wo cannot now take his explanation as correct 
The Honourable DV. Ambedkar said that the present Governor (rencral 
in (Council possessed very great powers. Because he isyi Member of that 
body, he may take pride in tliat fact that he is a Member; but what are 
the powers? If you read section 3.3 of this Act you will find that ‘the 
Governor-General in Council is required to pay due obedience to all such 
orders as lie may receive from the Secretary of State’. It is not i veto: 
it is an order to be obeyed. . . 

The Honourable Dr. B, R. Ambedkar: What is the difference between 
Order’ and ‘veto’? 

Dr. P, N. Banerjsa: My Honourable friend takes pride in tne fact that 
he is a constiuitioual lawyer Is that the interpretation of a eonslitutional 
lawyer? I ask the Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed,—who is the representa¬ 
tive of tho Government in this regard,—do you accept this inttrpvetation’’ 
If so, I can only pity the Government of India that it has falltii .so low 

Sir, I maintain that even within the limits of the present constitution 
considerable ndvance is possible You have to remove certain sub-seid ions 
and amend only cerr^an unimportant portions of the Government of India 
Act. If yon do this and alter the Legislative Rules and tho Electoral 
Rules,you c<>n make the Government responsible to the present fjCgislaiure. 

1 M Without n ach difficulty that can be done But my Honourable 
' friend pours Ids vial of contempt on this House Docs he repre¬ 
sent in this House the Government with regard to this matter? Do the 
other Members of ihe Government share that view? If the Government 
pour such corlter.-''pti, why do not the Government order a ro election? A 
general election "would be welcome; in fact we have urged again and again 
vthat .there should be a general election. But the Government, instead 




296 


LEOISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


[18th Sept. 1042! 


[Dr. P. N. Banerjea.] 

of taking that step, is seeking to pour contempt on this body. Sir, within, 
the frame-work of the pri'Seiit Constitution, a considerable advance iS' 
possible; the transfer of a substantial measure of power is ijossible without 
changing tho whole Consulnt.cn and without ordering a general election. 
If the Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmad is sincere in his offer, as I believe he 
is, then we cun sit round a tabic and point out such changes n- the Consti¬ 
tution as will bring about a better Government which will be responsible 
to the Legislature. 

But wher=j is the statesman? Is there any statesmanship in tJiis country 
or in England? The people have doubts about it. But if Britain fails to- 
rise to the demand on tins occasion, let the United States oi America 
stretch out its hand of fellow slnp to a country struggling for freedom. It 
was that great country that wrote the noblest and most bnlliout chapter 
in the history of world freedom; let the United States help an ancient 
nation which once was so great as a pipneer in art, in science, and in civili¬ 
zation. 

Nawabzada Muhammad Liaquat*Ali Khan (Bohilkund and Kutnuom 
Divisions: Ivtuhaimii.'idan llural): Mr. President, I am sure ihe House 
must have appreciated Ihe learned discourse that the one lirre professor 
of constitutiouol law, Dr. Ambedkar, was pleased to give on the question 
of veto. I think it would have been more advantageous for the jurposes- 
of this debate, if he had told us something about the sanctir.ji that is 
requiAsd behind a totalitarian government and a popular government 
There is an opinion in this country that there is no popular sanclion beliind'' 
the present Government, and ] think if Dr. Ambedkar had given ns some' 
details regarding the tiiffereiit types of sanctions that are needed for a 
government, it would have been more advantageous for the purpose of this 
debate. He made certain'* observations regarding this. House I think 
it was in bad taste. If theie have not been, any general elections daring 
the last eight years,, the resjionsibility cannot be thrust on the shoulders 
of the Memliers of th>s PIoiisc, the responsibility is on the Government 
of which he is a piirt today. . . 

The Honourable Dr. B. E. Ambedkar: What is the electorate behind, 
this Legislature’’ (Internijitions.) 

Nawabzada Muhammad Liaquat All Khan: I say that tlieie is greater 
popular sanction behind this Legislature than behind the Government of 
which Dr. Ambedkar is a part 

Before dealing with the present political situation let me put before Ihe 
Government one very important point which is causing great concern' 
to the Mussainiaiis It is the question of ccdlective fines which have been 
imposed in certain areas by the Government. The Honourable the Horr.e 
Member was pleased to remark that the Mussalmans on the whole have- 
kept themselves absolutely aloof from the present civil disobedience move¬ 
ment. I am glad to say that some Provinoial Governments have taken steps 
to exempt Mussalmans from such fines, but what I do submit is that the" 
Mussalmans as a rule should be exempted from this collective fine and if it' 
is proved—and Tiiind you, the burden of proof must be on the Government 
officials—that any Muslim or Muslims have taken part in this movement,, 
only then are they at liberty to realise fines from such Muslims. But the* 
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burden of proof must be on the Government officials themselves and not 
on the people to prove that they have not taken part in this civil dlsobe-' 
dience movemenl, and 1 uant the Government to be very careful in this 
matter. There should be very strict instructions to their subordinate 
officials that this rule shall be scrupulously ac^hered to and follovi'ed. 
Wit^iout going into the details, let me tell you that since this movement 
was started, certain attempts in certain localities were made by certain 
officials to implic ite MussaJmans who really had nothing to d > w itli the 
civil disobed'cnce movement; and, therefore, if the higher authorities do 
not take extra jirecautiou in keeping the control over their ^-ntiordinate 
officials, it might crentfe an unnecessarily unpleasant situation where the 
Muslims are concerned; and, therefore, 1 would strongly impress upon the 
Government that nothhig should bo done by any of their officials which 
would in any way exasperate the Muslims against the actions of this 
Government. In ecutain cases fines have been realised from the Muslims 
who had no'bing to do with the civil disobedience movement, thus causing 
great hardshi]'s to some of them. I have got specific instances in my 
possession; they had t<i sell their chattel, they had to sell their grain, which 
they had stored for a rainy day, to pay the fines. 

Sir Oowasii Jehangir (Bombay City: Non-Muhammadan Urban): In 
what province ? 

Nawabzada Muhammad Liaquat All Khan: In the Central Provinces. 

Sir Oowasii Jehangir; In any other province? 

Kawabzada Muhammad Liaquat AU Khan: I have not got any iufoima- 
tion as regards any other province. The Central Provinces Government 
have since passed an order that the Mussalmans shall be exerii^ied; but 
what I do want to impreFs is that in matters such as these inuncdidte action 
is needed and is more necessary than anything else. 

Now, Sir, coming to the subject matter of the motion which has been 
placed before this House, the position of the Muslim League has been 
made abundantly clear in the resolution passed by the Working Com¬ 
mittee of the All-India Muslim League last month. We deeply deplore 
the decision of the Congress in having launched upon this open rebellion, 
not for tile purpose of achieving independence for the country, bqt for 
the purpose of getting their demand conceded by the British Government. 
The Congress Party have not declared war only against the British Govern- 
inciil; tlie.v have, indeed, declaied war against Mussalmans and all such 
other elements as do not agree with the demand of the Congress. If 
their objective was really to fight for the freedom of India, they would- 
have made attempts to get the support of other parties in the country. 
Not only have they not done that, but they have thrown to the winds 
their oft-repeated declarations that there was no Swaraj without Hindu- 
Muslim unity. Today their position is that there is no Hindu-Muslim 
unity possible unless the British have withdrawn from India, and this, 
Mr.’ President, they did without consulting any one. 

The object of the Congress since the declaration of the war has been 
to take pow’er into their own hands. They have on different occasions 
cajoled and coerced the British Government into conceding their demand. 
And what is their demand? Let me tell this House quite frankly that the 
hundred million,Mussalmans of this eduntry believe it to be the establish-- 
ment of a Hindu Congress Baj in this countfiy. 
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Dr. P. N. Banerjea. Wholly wrong. 

Nawabzada.Muhammad Liaquat All Khan: Therefore, as far as ihe 

Muslim League is concerned, li can only condemn that the Congress 
should have resorted to such an action without taking into considera¬ 
tion the appeals that were made by the different parties in tliis country, 
and we believe that by this method the freedom of India cannot be 
achieved. Every one desires the freedom of India. I do not think 
there is any Indian who does not want to free or who does not desire the 
independence of Ins country. But, unfortunately, the conception of 
independence of the Congress and the conception of independence of the 
IVluslim League differ very uidelv Their conception of independence- of 
India is domination of one community over others. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: I hat is not so 

Nawabzada Muhammad Liaquat Ah Khan: Um conception of an 
independent India is equal oppoituiiity for both the major nationalities 
to develop themselves in accordance with their own ideals, their own 

■ culture and their own ideology- fhis is the vital difference between the 
Muslim League and the Congress, and not only the Congress but the other 
Hindu organisations like the Hindu Alahusabha, the Liberal Eederation 

■ and the India League. 1 appeal to my Hindu friends. Believe me when 
1 say that wc thirst for independence perhaps much more than w'hat 3 'ou 
do, because our period ol slavery i.s shorter than yours. We both want 
to be free. Wo want to be free, but let us not try to get what really 
does not belong to either of us. The only solution in rny opinion which 
could achieve the freedom of India is the proposal we have placed before 
our counirvinen. It is, as is commonly known, Pakistan. By Pakistan 
we are handing over three-fourths of India to our Hindu friends and we 
only want onc-fonrth of India. Is that an unreasonable proposition? 
Can anybody say that the proposal which the Muslim League has placed 
is such as is doing injuslice to the Hindus? Whereas, on the other side, 
the proposal which the Congress has placed before the country, the pro¬ 
posal which the Hindu Maliasahlia has placed before t)io coiintrv, is such 
which can onlv mean' the rule of one community in India and the sub¬ 
jection of the hundred inilhons of Mnssolmans and every other minority 
in this country. 

Sir, I have tried to state briefly as to what is the position of the Arushm 
League regarding the civil disobedience movement started by the 
Congress. Ja t me say quite frankly that the Government cannot be 
absolved from responsibihtx for the present state of affairs in this country 
It is the poliev which tlie Government have been following during the 
last three years whicli has created the present situation The central 
pivot of tlieir policy since 1939 has been to placale and appease the 
Congress. In lP;jn His Excellency the Viceroy invited Mr. Gandhi Dr. 
Ttajendra Prasad, the then President of the Congress, and Mr. Jinnah 
President of the All-India Muslim League, to a jomt meeting He put 
certain proposals before these leaders. It was inimediatelv after the war 
was declared in Europe. WTiat was the reply of the Congress*’ The 
Congress rejected those proposals 'out of hand, unceremoniously, whereas 
-Mr Jinnah at that time stated that he was prepared to negotiate and try 
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to come to a settlcmoit with the Congress. What did the Viceroy do 
after having made certain proposals? Nothing was done till August, 1940. 
and then the Viceroy made a declaration on behalf of His Majesty’s 
Government which is known as the declaration of the 8th of August, 
1940, offering certain powers in the Government to Indians. What was 
the position of the Congress? The Congress rejected those proposals 
out of hand, and m spite of the fact that no less a person than the Secre¬ 
tary of State for India liad stated on the door ol tlie House of Commons 
that the Government would go on with the help of those such other 
elements as were prepared to help and would not give up this scheme of 
theirs because the Congress were not accepting, nothing was done. 

They again waited on the pleasure of the Congress. Then, after that, 
the Congress started what is known as the individual civil disobedience 
-and while the tools in the hands of the master mind were being imprisoned, 
the fountain of mischief was allowed to flow with full force from Wardha. 
Then, Bir, in 1942, again the British Government tried to please and 
placate the Congress. May I ask the Government here and through them 
the British Government which other party except the Congress had been 
■ demanding declarations regarding the future of India? Was it not the 
position of the Muslim League and others that the major issues may be 
decided after the war and let us get on with the job now within the 
■framework of the present Constitution? It was only the Congress that 
was demanding tliese declarations and the British were going on making 
concession after concession and the declaration of 1942, and the proposals 
which Sir Stafford Cripps brought out to India, I make bold to say, were 
more to placate the Congress than to placate any other element in India. 
And wliat vv'as the result of that. Now, we have it on the authority of 
the Leader of the House of Commons, Sir Stafford Cripps, that the 
proposals were not accepted by the Congress because Mr. Gandhi '^lid not 
approve of them. So, really speaking, Mr. President, British Government 
have wasted these three precious years in trying to placate and please one 
individual m India And what has been the result? I contend, 'Mr. 

President, that the present situation is a direct outcome of this policy of 

.appeasement which the Government have been following di^ring the 
last three years. If the Govermneut had got on with the job, if they 

had taken courage m their hands and taken into the r confideru'e tliose 

elements m India’s life whieli have been crying hoarse for the mobi¬ 
lisation of war efforts m the eoiinfrv, the situation todav would not 
hayffi been what it is and, Sir,’ tlie Government cannot absolve themselves 
from Uii grave responsibilitv which, due to then- action in the past, rests 
■on their shoulders. 

Some of my friends have made appeals to the Muslim liPague out¬ 
side 11 the Press and in this House Some of our Hindu friends have 
made appeals to us, that W'e should come forward and find a solution 
of the present deadlock. It is suggested that the Muslim League should 
take the initiative in getting the Congress out of the mire in which it lias 
placf'd itself but before any party can do anything one must be sure if 
there is any basis for discussion, for negotiation, between the Muslim 
League and the Congress. The last resolution of the Congress is before 
the country. It is stated definitely by the Congress that there can be 
no question of Hindu-Muslim settlement-T-it is not possible—unless the 
’British have withdrawn from India. What is the basis for discussion? 
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Either the Congress decisions are to be taken as theiJ honest inten¬ 
tions or they are to be taken as their dishonest declara¬ 
tions. I for one am not prepared to accuse the Congress of dishonesty 
on this occasion. I believe that they mean what they say. I think 
they mean that there cannot be any unity in this country unless the- 
Britisn have withdrawn, and I believe, -that they mean that there cannot 
be any independence in this country unless the Congress demand is con¬ 
ceded in full. On that basis, I ask the Honourable Members ot tnis- 
House and I ask our countrymen outside—is there any room for negotia¬ 
tions witli the Congress? What can you do? A party has made ai 
declaration after considering every aspect of the question and it says 
point blank that there is no room for negotiations for a Hindu-Mnslirn 
settlement unless the British have withdrawn from India. In v’ew 
of that declaration of theirs, those of our countrymen who have beem 
appealing to ua should try to convert the Congress to the only sensible 
point of view that Hindu-Muslim settlement is necessary for achieving 
India’s freedom. 

My Honourable friend, Mr Griffiths, said yesterday—to whom are 
we to hand over power—a, very sensible question. I give a very sensible, 
reply. Hand over Hindu India to the Hindus and Muslim India to the 
Mussalmans. What is the difficulty about it? What is the trouble- 
about it? Why esmnot you decide and say—which is a fair proposition— 
that instead of one community having control over the whole of 
India, both the communities should have equal opportunities of living 
their own' life. What is the difficulty about it and apart from that, 
Mr. President, there is no question of handing over pow’er today. We 
are in the midst of a terrible struggle. We know that a new constitu¬ 
tion for India cannot be framed today. All that is needed is an honest 
intention on the part of the British Government and a frank declara¬ 
tion that Hindu India is of the Hindus and Muslim India is of the- 
Muslims and we pledge ourselves to give effect to this declaration after 
the w'ar Let me tell you that this will create a profound impression' 
throughout the country. ..... 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Do you call India your homeland? 

Nawabzada Muhammad Liaquat Ali Ehan: My Honourable friend' 
asks me whether I call India my homeland. Yes. And that is why I 
want a share in this homeland. As a foreigner my position would have 
been that of Mr. Griffiths who had fold us that he won’t be here whom 
the time for achieving India’s independence came It is because I con¬ 
sider India my homeland that I desire my share and that is the proposi¬ 
tion w'bich the Muslim League has, in all earnestness and in all sincerity, 
placed before the country and before the Government. 

Bhai Parma Nand (West Punjab: Non-Muhammadan): Would you- 
define Muslim India and Hindu India? 

Nawabzada Muhammad Liaquat All Khan: If my friend ^11 come to- 
my place I shall be glad to enlighten liim. 

It has been stated, I think bv Mr. I^awson, that they wanted the co¬ 
operation of all the Parties at this juncture. I do not believe that the- 
British want the co-operation of any party at this juncture. I believe? 
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4:hat they are suffering from the disease of self-satisfaction. They seem 
to be under the impression that it is not necessary for them to have the 
co-operation of any party in this country. - They tried their best to get 
the Con/^ess co-operation but . may I know what they did to get the 
<3o-operation of the Muslim League and such other parties in this land 
that have been willing to take their due share in the prosecution of 
the wai effort? Our hand of friendship has been extended since 1939. 
The British Government have spurned that offer of co-operation. They 
want our co operation not as allies, not as equals, but as camp followers, 
and I am afraid that type of co-operation no self-respecting nationality, 
no scdf-resjiecting party, could give. Only my Honourable friend. 
Mr. Jiunnadus Mehta, could give that type of co-operation. After having 
given n>.’ the past history of the misdeed of the British Government and 
.after having painted them in the darkest colours possible, what was n;s 
appeal to his countrymen, Follow the British. This is not the time 
for thin kind of co-operation and let me tell you quite frankly that Inat 
typo of co-operation will not help you. Beally speaking, unless you 
.make uj) your mind to get the co-operation of any party in this country 
as your allies, it is much better not to talk about it. If you want co¬ 
operation, then you must have it as of allies and as of equal partners. 

It is only then that they will he able to face dangers on equal terms 
with you. You cannot expect any decent party to give you any co¬ 
operation on your own terms 

Sir. the Prime Minister of England has made a gracious reference to 
the Mussalmans of India. He told us that llie 90 millions of Mussal- 
maus were opposed to the Congress It has been a self-evident truth 
since 1937. He told us that the Mussalmans were entitled to their rights 
of 8el<-expression. Every individual is entitled to a right of oclf- 
expiessioti What is the concession that he has. made to the Miissal- 
mans? What is it really that he has given to the Mussalmans which 
could put heart into them and help this Government to win this war? 

The right of self-expression What a phrase 1 And that shows, Mr. 

President, that even now when the Government declare that they are 
faced with an enemy inside and an enemy outside, the co-operation of 
Muss.almana is of no value to them. They do qot want the co-operation 
of Mussalmans. 

Sir, let me explain as to what is the position of the Muslim League 
Party regarding the amendments that have been moved by the different 
sections of this House. As I have just pointed out, we have no share, 
no authority, no voice in this Government and we are certainly not here 
to register their decrees and give our approval to the actions of the 
Government. Therefore, the Muslim League Party has decided not to 
vote for the Eesolution of Mr. Dumasia. As regards the amendments that 
have been moved by Sardar Sant Singh and others, I have at great length 
explained our position which shortly is this. We stand for the indepen¬ 
dence of India; we stand for the freedom of India. We are prepared 
to form a provisional Government in co-operation with ady party in this 
country for purposes cf prosecuting the war successfullv .and defending 
our hearths and homes, provided we are given a guarantee by every party 
and by the British Government that the hundred millions of Mussalmans 
of India will have, not the right of self-expression but the right of self- 
determination,, to determine their <J®stiny, to establish completely inde¬ 
pendent States in those areas where they are in a majority and thus to 
achieve freedom for our own .homelands. 
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Sir, this is the position of the Muslim League, and I once again appeal' 
to my Hindu friends to consider over this matter The whole world is 
crying for freedom. Evor\ countrx m Europe which is under the heel of 
Nazi Germany is longing for independence. Can not we, the Hindus aifd 
the Mussalmnns of India, gue to each other what is their due? Is it 
better for us to live m a united India -as slaves, or is it better for us 
to live ns free-inen in a dnidcd India. I appeal to my country-men in 
this Ht'use, to inv eonntrvinen outside, let us join hands; let us defend 
our hearths and homes; let us push the enemy away from our borders 
and let us give to the other what is his due. I con assure you that if 
w'e would agree to recognise the right of each other, there is no power that 
can stop India from achieving independence. Here is a proposal from 
the Muslim League—a fair proposal and a ]ust proposal to our countrymen. 
Take three-fouttha of India and give us one-fourth. Let us both join 
together and take the whole of India from the British Government. 


The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney (Lender of the House) ; Sir, tlie debate 
for the motion which was placed before this House by my Honourable 
colleagriie. Sir Reginald Maxwell, has gone for four davs and during these 
four days expression of opinion has been given by a largo number of Mem¬ 
bers. I find that that those opinions disclose a good deal of diversity 
which it is not easy to reconcile even by a person endowed with much’ 
greatei ingenuity than T myself can claim to have. 

One of the reasons why I have got up to apeak today is that the Honour¬ 
able the Home Member, wdio should have properly been the person to wind' 
up this debate, if. unfortunately lying ill and is unable to attend. So, 
I have to perform that work for him. The second thing was that my 
Honourable friend, Sardar Sant Singh, in his speech on the amendment 
that he moved made a remark at the very outset that he was shocked that 
the Resolution was not moved by the Leader of the House. I want tO' 
minimise the effect of thnt shock, if possible, even at this late stage. 

Sir, w'hat I wish to mainly bear in mind in winding up this debate ie 
to pick out a few points which require a reply, apart from the broad issues 
that have been raised in the debate by some of the important speakers in 
the House. The debate has naturally centred upon two points,—the 
advisability of the Step taken by the Government in arresting the Congress 
members and Mahatma Gandhi after they passed the resolution of the 
All-India Congress Committee. Secondly the manner in which the policy 
has been carried out. That was one part of the criticism. The second 
part of the criticism is the very broad issue relating to the constitutional 
problem of India. This is a problem which for the last four years has 
puzzled and baffled the statesmanship ■ of the most veteram politicians in 
India. 

Now, Sir, in the first part to which I have made reference, I shall take 
the latter portion of that part, namely, the manner in which the policy 
of the Government of India has been executed art present. A number of 
points have been made by certain speakers to show how in executing the 
present policy and making an effort to pt|t down the disturbance, excesses 
have been committed in many places and some instances have also been 
given by certain Members. Now, it is not claimed by anybody that in 
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the big effortu which the Government of India have to make through the 
Provincial Governments to put, down the disturbances scattered over the 
whole country, there would be no place where somebody did not commit 
some indiscretion. It is difficult to make a sweeping statement like that. 
All 've liave bee i claiming is this, that the authorities who are entrusted 
with this" work have to meet a very uncommon situation. Jt is not 
easy lo put down riotous assemblies and rebellious people. In meeting 
a situation of that kind, necessarily recourse is to be had to force and 
ill tiie use of thai. force, certain latitude is to be given to those persons 
who arc on the spot. If there are excesses of any kind, it has been stated 
very clearly in the speech of the Honourable the Home Member that it is 
ill file interest of the Provincial Governments and Officers of those Forces 
concerned who are responsible for the discipline of their Forces to take note 
of tliose facts and make an enquiry into the matter. So far as the law 
on that .point is concerned, I may say once for all that no soldier and no 
police officer is above the provisions'of the law if serious charges are made 
to tlie effect that the officer concerned made wanton use of force against 
innocent yiensons who cannot be supposed to have been involved in any way 
in the troubles and so on. These are matters for enquiry in the case of 
individuals. If there are cases of that kind, the proper authorities tO' 
investigate into these matters will be Local Governments. I believe, as 
my Honourable friend, the Law Member, said in the course of bis speech, 
if these matters were brought to the notice of the Local Governments, then 
I have no reason to suppose that those complaints will not be considered 
and the matters gone into. 

Pandit Lakshml Kanta Haitia: What about the Province of Delhi’ 

The Honourable Mr. II. S. Aney: Whart has been stated as a general 
proposition will apply to every province in this country. It is a question 
of fact to be {?one into in such cases. What holds good for Madras holds 
good for the Punjab and other places. 

Now, I come lo certain specific cases which have been brought to the 
notice of this House by my Honourable friend, Mr. K. C. Neogy. There 
is one important case to which he made a reference and it sent a thrill of 
horror through the whole House Eeference was made to the case of my 
friend. Sir Madhava Eao Deshpande, of Nagpur. Yesterday, my Honour¬ 
able friend, Mr. Neogy, stated in the course of his speech, I do not know- 
on whose information .... 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy (Dacca Division : Non-Muhammadan Eural) • I will 
tell the Honourable Member the source of my information. 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney; I will just tell what I know of the- 
matter. In the first place, I am sorry reference was made to Ibis thing. 
In the second place, I want to say that what my Honourable friend, Mr. 
Neoev, said, w'as that Sir Madfiava Eao Deshpande was ordered to remove 
the litter from th»> street, at the instance of some officer who was there 
whether he was a police officer or a military officer—he did not snecify. 
In this connection, I may inform the house, that Sir Madhava Eao 
Deshpande had been here a few days stgo in connection with some v/ort 
and as aij old friend of mine, he did not like to go away without calling 
on me. He told me many things, but he never referred to this personal 
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incident to which reference was made by Mr. Neogy now. Alter this 
.disclosure was made in this House, I made an attempt yesterday to get 
into touch with Sir Madhava Eao Deshpande on the telephone to get the 
faces ascertKiued UnfoiHunately the telephonic line last night was not 
• clear and whether it would be dlear today or not, I do not know. ■ But I 
arm glad to find that efforts were made m other directions also and Ian 
in a position to make the statement which, I am sure, Mr. Neogy will 
accept and it is this ; 

“Enquiries made by the Chief Secretary of the Central Provinces Government^ 
indicate that the allegations made about Sir Madhava Rao Deshpande were entirely 
without foundation and Sir Madhava Rao Deshpande himself denied it entirely and 
vehemently ’’ 

That, is the information I have got. 

Mr. E. 0. Neogy: On a point of personal explanation, bir. The 
Honourable the Leader of the House wanted to know the source of my 
information on this point I hold in my hand a slip of paper on which I 
wrote down the thing at the dictation of Dr. Moon 3 e whom I :nct a few 
.days ago in Delhi. Having heard this story from some other source, I 
was anxious to have it verified. I asked Dr. Moonje “Is this true”. 

I did not unfortunately know the full name of the gentleman, nor had 1 
any occasion to meet him I smd to Dr. Moonje. it a fact that a 

distinguished gentleman—Sir Madhava Eao Deshpande of Nagpur-T-had 
been asked or rather was made to remove the litter from the street’’. Dr 
Moonje said, “yes, he was actually made to remove the litter’’. I put 
it to him : “Was he only asked or was he actually made to do it’’. He 
said “Oh' yes, he was actually made to remove’’, and then he added, 
“he went and complained to the police authorities, and they said, uiifor- 
tunately, he could not he I’ccognised”. Then I asked Dr. Moonje; 
“Would you dictate to me the name of this gentleman, so that; 1 could 
take down the name properly and also the purport of the story”. This is 
what I took down then, “Sir Madhava Eao Deshpande had tj remove 
-obstruction from the road near his house.” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) ; The Honourable 
Member is making a speech and not giving a personal explanation. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy; This conversation took place in the presence of Mr. 
'Shyam Prasad Mukherjee, the Finance Minister of Bengal. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: I also saw Dr. Moonje and he gave me also the , 
same information, 

Mr. E. 0. Neogy; You may al^o ask my Honourable friend, Mr. Clovind 
V. Deshmukb, for confirmatoin of this story. , I am glad the existence of 
this gentleman is not denied. It is a great mercy. 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: I am not at all suggesting that [here 
is no source from which my Honourable friend could have got this infer- 
■ mation. T am not suggesting that my. Honourable friend made the state¬ 
ment without getting it from any source which he considers reliable. I 
am afraid. Dr. Moonje might have been misinformed about this matter and 
^ bona fide he might have mentioned the story. Now, Sir, we have got here 
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a categorical statement made by Sir Madhava llao Deshpande hii'iself to 
the Chief Secretary who has communicated it to us, that he denied this 
episode entirely and vehemently. 

Then, there is another point to which I should like to make a rejdy and 
it has some relation to the portfolio which is in my charge. My Honour¬ 
able friend referred to certain allegations about Indiam evacuees rtn-er-tly 
circulated in a leaflet by Mr. Siddiquee. I have only to- say this t’lat 
those Indian evacuees who have come from Burma at present and are in 
Chittagong, are being given the same treatment which Indian evacuees 
from Burma in other parts of India are given. What Mr. Siddiquee wants 
is something which he has not made clear in that letter, but he also 
addressed a communication to and I have sent him a long reply un the 
point. I only want to say that the number of those persons is scinewhere 
bet\ve n 20,000 and 30,000 and twelve officers are working under the Collec¬ 
tor of the District of Chittagong for the sake of investigating their cases 
and granting them the allowances they are entitled to under the rules which 
have been published recently and which are known to the Members of this 
House. They will bo getting subsistence allowance to which they are 
entitled. I do not see that there any reason for making any complaint 
about that matter. The number of evacuees being very large, it may be 
that some cases have remained undecided. It will take time. We Jiave 
given them twelve officers and we have recently informed them that if that 
number is inadequate to cope with the w6rk, they are entitled to add to 
their staff and the Government of India will bear the expenses. 1 only 
want to a.ssure this House that the Government of India are not at all 
negligent about the interests of those unfortunate Indians who had to leave 
Burma and come across to Chittagong on account of the conditions that 
have ensued after the war. That was the second point w'hich hud some 
relation to my Department. 

There are many other small points to which he made a reference. I 
believe so far m the question of commandeering boats amd the condition of 
the fishermen in Bengal is concerned, the Government have already issued 
a communique and there was a good deal of correspondence between the 
Defence Depaitment and my Honourable friend, Mr. Neogy, and I do not 
think it can bo legitimately stated that their complaints have not been and 
are not being sympathetically considered by the Government of India. 

He also referred to the case of boys who fired shots in connection xvitli 
the affrav. Those boys who are alleged to have fired shots are standing 
their trial on a charge of murder under section 802 I.P.C., before a Magis¬ 
trate. The case is fub-judice and, therefore, I am not prepared to say 
anything further on thi.s point These were some of the points w:hich were 
specifically referred to by my Honourable friend, Mr. Neogy, and, T believe, 
I have specifically replied them. I will only say that, if there are any 
matters which are really causing serious trouble and if those matters are 
brought to the notice of the Government of India, Honourable Members 
can rest assured that the Members of the Government of India will do wliat 
they can to find out the real fack ^nd will see that justice is done. 

Now, I would come to the main question. At the very beginning I 
want to say that the Members should not go under the impression that the 
Government of India have no regard for this House. It would be an 
entirely wrong impression if anybody thought that the Government of L'dia 
tee-sts this House with contempt. I believe you do not require to be 
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An Honourable Member: i'^our own colleague hus s^aid ihat? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: I am sure the iuleipretatioii (iiat 
luts Dcen put ou certain observations of iny Honourable Colleagi'c is far- 
letched He did not mean that the Government of India is treating this 
House with contempt He haH something else in his mind but I f.ni not 
going to enter into Unit discussion now- He could not mean that. I am 
sure, and I have his aiiUionty to say, that he did not mean that 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: He did not mean what he said? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: 'Wie Goveriiment of India w.nild 
really not have thought fit to associate the Members of this House on 
several committees which deal with matters of great importance. My 
Honourable friends know that there are Members of this House on the 
Defence Consultative Committee—a Committee before which matters of 
confidential nature are discussed. If there had been no respect for the 
Members of this House, the Government of India would not have given 
them an opportunity to travel all over India to sec all the po.^iiions of 
strategy and the nature of defences there The Go\crnment of India are 
conscious (hat one of the great faetiU’S ou w'hich they can rely for the 
auecessful iiroseeution of the war is the support of this House and, tlune- 
J'oro, they make every possible cfl’ort to keep thorn informed and get the 
support that rhov need. The very fact that this House was summciied 
much earlier than usual show.s the attitude of (loverniiu-nt towards this 
House. 


Mr. K. 0. Heogy: What about Ordinances wlneb are being onaeted by 
the GovernrneiU of India? 

The Hoivoutable Mr. M. S. Auey: That is a different point. 

This IS a proof of the regard which the Government of India have for the 
House as a whole. 


Mr. K. 0. Neogy: What about the other proof which 1 gave ? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: Ordiiiunces? Well, my Honourable 
friend will realize that emergency arises from moment to moment and 
things have to be done in the form of Ordinances The Goveraiuem cer¬ 
tainly cannot wait for Session to meet and there are matters which if they 
are taken through the procedure of the Legislature would take a good deal 
of time. Sometimes the action that is demanded requires promptness 
and immediate attention and no time can be wasted by the Government. 
These are the considerations that come in the way and Ordinance.s have to 
bo promulgated to meet various emergencies as they arise. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Why not get the sanction of this House after¬ 
wards? You never place those Ordinances before us. 

The Honourable Mr. ]|. S. Aney: Now I come to the first iioint—the 
step which the Government of India have taken in arresting' Mahatma 
Gandhi and membiiM of the Congress Working Committee—a drastic step 
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as soiru' oi tli-.’ Members have characterised it—immediatelj' after the reso¬ 
lution oL the Working Committee was adopted by the All India Congress 
Committee. This question has been debated in such a way that the 
tiove^ument of India can afford to remain silent and not make any leply. 
The arguments on both sides have been elaborated with great ability and 
force. My Honourable friend, Mr. Jamnadas Mehta, has emi>hatici.Il.y 
stated that’ that is the only proper thing to do. My Honourable friend, 
Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan, who spoke for the Muslim League Party, 
has given his reason that the (lovernment could not have done better than 
this .... 

Nawabzada Muhammad Liaquat All Khan: J never said that 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: I am glad that I stand corrected. 
But I an: sure iny friend, Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang, the Deputy Leader 
ot biB Jhnty, has" definitely said the same thing—I have taken down his 
word.-?. 

In a mattei' of this kind I must say what I feel on the point. When 
I got the inl'criiiati(-n—I am going to say something and I hO'pe my Honour¬ 
able Colleagues- will not he unnecessarily frightened—when 1 got this 
information on the 9th—I did not get it on the 8th, because the decision 
was taken here in iny absence—T fust thought that it was a mistake which 
i]ie Government of India had eommitted. I felt like that. Tn fact, I was 
even prepared to communicate my views to the Government of India, but 
as I left the place where I got the information and was proceeding on my 
journey and was gathering information and meeting friends and saw 
students and oihers, and met mobs, and saw railway stations burnt and 
Goveminent and public property damaged and destroyed, I thought; that 
I would have committed a great mistake of my life if I had communicated 
rnf views to the Government at my first impulse. These things I maV 
not have anticipated then Then I realized that behind the step was 
the collective >visdom of the. Council, and they were right. 

Mr. Hooseinbboy A. Lalljea: Are we to understand that the Honourable 
Member did not know this position till the 8th? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: I did not know what they were going 
to do. If the Honourable Member was in possession of information as to 
what was going to take place then he as a loyal citizen of the country should 
'iQve supplied the information to the proper authorities and 1 am »ure 
they would nave made use of it. 

Mr. Kooseinbhoy A. Lalljee: I am not to take action. , Did the 
Monourable Member take action on the 8th? 

the Honourable It. M. S. Aney; Any action taken by the Govern¬ 
ment of India would Have had results on the whole of India and, therefore, 
in view of the consequences that were .likely to follow, it is the duty of 
wvery one of us to keep the Government of India properly informed. 

There is one more point. Many friends think that the mistake of the 
2 Government was this: that the time asked for by Mahatma 

Gandhi should have been given and the country would not hftve 
AH* I coujid have imderstood that if the resolution of llic 

India, Congress Committee really left some scope for negotiation. If 
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my reading of the resolution is right—and I do not want to take the inter¬ 
pretation of anybody else—my knowledge of English though not very deep 
is sufficient to enable me to understand the language of the resolution for 
myself .... 

Dr. P. N. Baneriea: May I ask one question? What were the Govern¬ 
ment doing between the meeting of the Working Committee and the 
meeting of the All India Congress Committee—these three weeks? 

The Honourable Hr. M. S. Aney: 1 have made a note of the point of 
my friend, the Leader of the Nationalist Party, and 1 am answering that 
point. In the first place I want to say that the resolution leaves no room 
for negotiation because it states in categorical terms; “This is our 
demand: if it is not satisfied, we have our own way of proceeding in the 
matter”. It leaves absolutely no room whatever for any kind of any 
other interpretation. Therefore, I do not see what advantage there would 
have been in having an interview between Mahatma Gandhi and the 
Viceroy. Probably Mahatma Gandhi—^so far as I can venture to make a 
guess—would have said: “Well, Lord Linlithgow, my good friend, here is 
the resolution that I have brought on behalf of the Working Committee. 
This is what it means. I tell you it is in the interests of England. In 
the name of God I tell you, if you want your future to be safeguarded and 
your reputation to be maintained, please do this. If you do not do that, 
be d— —d. Let God take care of you”. I claim to know Mahatnoa 
Gandhi; and with whatever little knowledge I have of the workings of his 
mind I say this is the only thing that he would have placed before him. 
He makes no difierence between a Mr. Aney and a Lord Linlithgow. Ta 
him Lord Linlithgow and Mr. Aney or any others are persons of the same 
level; he makes no distinction between man and man in dealing with them. 

Now, there is a very pertinent point raised by my friend. Dr. Banerjea, 
the Leader of the Nationalist Party. As a colleague with whom I have 
had the privilege of working for a number of years and as a Member of the 
same Party, I have great respect for the view he holds, and I know he 
weighs his words very carefully and takes a good deal of time before he 
formulates bis own ideas upon any question; therefore, his views expressed 
on the floor of the House are entitled to our serious consideration and I 
have tried to understand them in the same way. I find his main pbinb is 
this: what did the Government of India do in the period between the 
passing of the resolution by the Working Committee and the meeting of 
the All India Congress Committee held.in Bombay? Now, I want to know 
what is the meaning of the resolution of the Working Committee. What 
is the constitutional position of that resolution of the Working Committee? 
It is only a recommendation made by that body to a bigger body whose 
sanction is necessary before it can be treated as a. resolution at all. It is 
one of the stages in the process of arriving at certain conclusions. If you 
take up the decision arrived at at a certain stage, it might be that in view 
of the criticism on that resolution in. the coimtry and in view of the various 
suggestions that were made, the All India Congress Committee might 
liRve taken an entirely different view. In fact, I expected that the efforts 
made by well-meaning friends . . . 

Hr. HHhaniiMd Alhar iUi (Lucknow and Pyzabad Divisions; Muham- 
m^an Rural): Why then this hasty action on the part of the Government 
if it was to be placed before that bigger body? 
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The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: 1 am alfuid i have uoL bieii able to 
follow my Honourable friend. 1 believe what 1 uni going to say will serve 
as a reply to any doubts he may liave on the iioiiil i say that that reso¬ 
lution of the Working OommiUee was only a kind oL recoinuieiidatiou and 
it had no force as a resolution of the All India Congress Committee at all 
it could not bo acted upon. Were we going to prevent them from consi¬ 
dering ifi’ Certain sections oi that body were tlimking m a particular way 
and were asking tiie main bod;y to consider that resolution . . . 


Mr. N. M. Joshi: Hr. Baneijea did not suggest (liat 

The Honourable Mr, M. S. Aney: I say there wen- persons—and Cov- 
ernment could only take note ut a proposition that%weiit authoritativelv 
under the name of that l)od,y -and we expected that there were a large 
uumber Oi public men belonging to various school^, ot thought and various 
communities and representing various views who w'ould be making efforts 
to see that the recommendation o^ the Congress Working Conunittee w'ould 
not 1)0 ( aii'ied out b\ llie \il India Congress Commilleo 

Mr. President ('riie Honourablo Sir Abdur Ihiliim). ft is ten minutes 
past two 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: I shall stop any moment you suggest, 
Sir. 1 will finish very soon what 1 want to say. 1 would like to put a 
counter question, without meaning any disresiieet to anybody and least of 
all to my Honourable friend. Dr Banerjea What efforts w-ere made 
actually by any one of these rciiresontatlves to prevail upon or to persuade 
the memborf; of the All India Congress Committee to bring to their notice 
the dangers inherent in the passing of a resolution like that, the conse¬ 
quences of whicli the country would be called upon to face? What efforts 
were made U» bring these matters to the notice of those gentlemen? And 
having made those efforts is tliero any record to show that they failed in 
their efforts ... 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Yes, of course. 

The Honourable Mr, M. S. Aney: Mention them, please. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: That is all. 1 say that attempts were made 
most seriously from different platforms in the presence of hundreds of 
delegates w^arning MaJiatma Gandhi against this step. 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney; 1 know that; but I believe that 
Dr. Banerjea had something more than that in his mind. He wanted the 
representatives to meet together and come to a decision J am afraid the 
Government of India cnjild not liiive taken nutiee ot a resolution like that 
unless it was a propoaition which eamq authoritatively in the name of the 
Congress; and when they found that all the efforts, which my Honourable 
friend,- Mr. Jaiiniadas ^lehta. said liad been made, were found to have 
been futile, the Government of India were probably justified m thinking 
that their efforts would not have met with any better fate at all; 'and 
therefore, I say that viewed from any point of view you cannot accuse the 
Government of India of having taken any step to precipitating the matter 
by the arrest of Mahatma Gandhi and the members of the Working 
Committee. > That is all I have to say. ^ 




J.MWM-ATlVh AS.sKMllLi 


[iSru Ski*'!. iW2 


m 


Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Wlwt iilxHit (he miiuediihe fullin''’ 

The Honourable Mr, M. S. Aney; The (iovemineiit luive given an oppor¬ 
tunity (0 tins House In expiess their opinions on the present situation, 
'iiid J wilj (ippeul lo tliose gentlemen m whose iiainee the, amendments 
stand that ueeordiug to approv'd parliamentary procedure a mol ion like 
(his IS merely ih'hated and no \ote of the House is demanded 

Mr. President (The llorioiii,ihle Sir Ahdur K.ihiin) 1 do not know if 
Honourable Members who have mo\e(l their aineiidinents want Ihe Cliair 
(o pul thimi lo lh(' vole 

Mr, N. M. Dumasia (\<aiimat(‘d Xon-Odiei.il) Sir I beg leave of the 
House to withdraw Hie .iineiidment that was iiimed 1)V me 

rile aiiieiidiiient wa*' l)\ Iimm' of the \sseml)l\^ withdrawn 

Sftrdar Sant Singh: So. 1 beg hM\f ot ilu* House to w'ltlidraw the 
aiiieiKliiieiii llial was iiio\ed hv me 


Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi (Meerut Disision Muhammadan 
Itiiral) Sir, 1 alsu beg lea\e of the House lo withdraw iny amendment 
rile aiiKMidiiieiit w.is, li\ !(‘a\e ol the Assoiiihly, witlulruun 

Mr. President (Ihe lionouralile Sir Ahdur Kalutn) Then' is no need 
to r ^}: tlie mem motion (o Mite The House stands idjoutiied fill H oVIoek 
(111 MoIkIha lli'.Ni 

The Assembly tlnii adjoiuned till Kle\en of tlm (’lock on Mondav, the 
21st September, lOTi 
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Monday, 2Ut September, 1942. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim) 
in the Chair. 


MEMBER SWORN: 

Sir George Richard Frederick Tottenham, C.S.I., C.T.E., M L.A., 
(Home Secretary). 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
{a) Oral Answers. 

SrBRLWG POSITIOK OF INDIA. 

110. ‘Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya ; (a) Will the Honourable 
the Finance Member be pleased to make a statement regarding the 
sterling position of India in regard to repatriation of sterling debts upto 
31st August, and lay it on the table? 

(b) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to state what is the total 
amount of sterling standing at present to the credit of India and how he 
contemplates to invest this amount? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: (a) Out of a totaU sterling debt 
(exclusive of Railway Stock, debentures and annuities) of £276 million 
outstanding at the end of 1936-37, £199 million had been repatriated by 
the 31st August, 1942. Of the balance still outstanding, .about £60 
million will be redeemed in January, 1943 in accordance with the notice 
of discharge given in December, 1941. 

(b) For information regarding sterling assets 1 would refer the Hon¬ 
ourable Member to the weekly statements of the Reserve Bank which 
are regularly published in the Gazette of India. Practically the whole 
of these assets is already held by the Bank in the form of investments. 

Dr. Sir Zlauddin Ahmad: What is the amount lying in England in 
favour of India in sterling balances? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: 1 have already said that these 
are given in the weekly statements of the Reserve Bank which are pub¬ 
lished in the Gazette of India. 

Mr. Jamnadaa.M. Mehta: What is the total premium paid on the 
portion \vhich is already repatriated? 

( 311 ) 
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The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: As the Honourable Member 5a 
aware, iliero is u difference of opinion as to whether any yiremium has 
been paid and what is the ineumng of that. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Anything in excess of the face valu# of the 
scrip, I would call premium. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: The Honourable Member wdl 
remember that some of these repatriations have taken place at below the 
face value of the scrip and if that is his criiterion I think it may be found 
that there was no premium. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: 1 want to know what is the premium paid 
on the portion repatriated from liKlO till August 1942. the period reierred 
to in the question. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I am afraid I cannot answer 
that ollhand. 1 have not got the figures. If the Honourable Member 
will put down a question, I will give him the figures 

Wau Expenditure in Malaya and Burma, Apportionment of Defence 

Expenditure and Lease and Lend Position of India. 

111. *Mf Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : (a) Will the Honourable 
the Finance Member please state what amount of expenditure on the wars 
in Malaya and Burma including the allowances to European, Anglo-Indian 
and Indliiii evacuees from Burma and Mala>u, the Government of India 
have decided to bear' What is the ratio of apportionment of defence 
expense between Govirmnent of India and His Majesty's Government? 

(b) What is the position of India in relation to United States in respect 
of Lease and Lend Act arrangement? Is India being involved in debt to 
United States? If so, what is the present financial obligation of India 
so far as United States supply of materials, and soldiers for defence of 
India are concerned ? What portion of the expenses on account of these 
troops ii being borne His Majesty’s Governm<>nt and what portion has 
to be shared by India 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: (a,) No part of Defence expen¬ 
diture in Malaya and Burma is charged to Indian revenues. Maintenance 
grants, to evacuees from Burma and Malaya are given in the shape of 
repayable advances. It is iiiipossible to say at this stage what ttie cost 
to Government will be of irrecoverable advances. 

lb) Questions regarding TiCase-Lend arrangements should be addressed 
to the ilonourable the Supply Member. As regards expienditure on sup¬ 
plies and services for the United States Forces in India, the incidence of 
the expenditure is under consideration. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May 1 know who will repay them? 

The Honourable 31r Jeremy Raisman; r~am not sure whom the Hon* 
curable Member means by ‘them’. Does he mean the evacuees? 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: I mean the evacuees’ expenses. 
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Hie Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: We hope that it will be repaid 
by the recipients who are iii a position to make repayments. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: If they ar-s not in a position? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I leave that to the Honourable 
Member’s own inference. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Will the British Government pay or the 
Indion Government or the Burmese Government? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: If the original liability was 
that of His Majesty’s Government, then of cpurse His Majesty’s Gov¬ 
ernment will suffer the loss. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Will the authority which is now paying for 
the mc.intenaiice of the Burmese Government in India pay also for the 
exjienses of the evacuees? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I am not quite clear what the 
Honourable Member means by the “authority which is now paying”. 

Dr, Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: The British Government, in plain words. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: The authority which has the 
liability would obviously bear the loss but I would like to have notice cf 
the question 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan: The Burmese Government has only been 
shifted from Burma to India. It is the guest of the Indian Governmeiit. 
Would the evacuees from Burma represent their case to the Burmese 
Government or the Indian Government? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I must have notice of that 
question. 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan: What I want to point out is ihat the 
Burmese Government still exists, after the liquidation of Burma which 
went to the Japanese. It has only been shifted from Burma to India. 
Should the evacuees from Burma represent their case to the Burmesfi 
Government or to the Indian Government? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I think there is some mis¬ 
understanding on this point. Perhaps I myself have not been quite clear 
about the question. I believe I am right in saying that my Honourable 
Colleague, the Overseas Member, would be able to verify this. All 
payments to Indian evacuees from Burma are being paid by the Indian 
Government on the basis that they are our nationals who are. in difficult¬ 
ies, and if that is so it is clear that any ultimate loss which will accrue 
on that account will Be at the charge of the Government of India. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta MMtra: In view of the fact that the Indian 
evacuees from Burma and Malaya have the same domicile as the British¬ 
ers^ will the Honourable Member explain to the House on what principle 
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is the Ind'ian Government made to ' bear the expenses with regard to 
Indian c\acuces as well as that of British and Anglo-Indian evacuees? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: I have not quite followed the 
question. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Will the Honourable Member say if 
the expenditure on the Indian evacuees is to be borne by the Indian 
Government and the amounts that are advanced to Anglo-Indian and 
European evacuees from Burma and Malaya are to be borne by His 
Majesty’s Government? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I cannot say offhand^ 1 will 
have to verify the position. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Is it not a fact that one of the objects 
of the Honourable Member’s visit to England was to discuss that ques¬ 
tion w'ith the Home Government? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: No, Sir. 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: That question does not form pail 
of the financial settlement. 

Treatment ocf the Congress Working Committee Members unpsr 
Detention. 

112. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya: Will the Honourable the 
Home Member be pleased to state if he is aware of various rumours about 
the treatment of the Congress Working Committee members arrested and 
kept interned under the Defence of India Act in different places? If so, 
will the Honourable Member state if there is any foundation for such 
rumours ? 

Sir Richard Tottenham: I do not know to what rumours the Honour¬ 
able Member refers and, therefore, cannot say if they are true, but I 
should think it was most unlikely. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Is not the Honourable Member aware 
of the persistent rumour in this country that some of the leaders of the 
Congress Working Committee have been deported from India? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member has not specified it in his question. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: I only want to know whether the 
Goverumeni of India is in a position to contradict that rumour? 

Mr. PresldSnt (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): That ought to 
have been part of the question. 

Pandit Lakflbmi Santa Maitra: The question that has been ])ut to the 
Honourable Member relates to certain rumours .... 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahirn): The Honourable 
Member ought to have mentioned the rumours on which he wants infor¬ 
mation. If the Honourable Member wants any information t bout this 
particular rumour, he had better put down a question to that etfect. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Is it or is it not a fact that some of 
the leadei’K of the Congress Working Committee have been deported 
from India? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): That does not 
arise out of this question. Next question. 

Alleged use of Machine Guns, Tear Gas and Incendiary Bombs in 
Calcutta during recent Dlsturbances. 

113. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya; (a) Will the Honourable 
the Horne Member please say if it is a fact tnat during the recent 
disturbances machmo-gun fire was used in Calcutta streets due to which 
more than 150 lives were lost and many more wounded ? 

(b) Iw- it aNo a fact that tear-gas bombs and some other kinds of 
incendiary bombs were dropped on crowds m Calcutta from aeroplanes? 

Sir Bichard Tottenham: (a) and (b). There is no truth whatever in 
either of these suggestions. 


Repatriated Sterling Debt. 

114. *Dr P. N. Banerjea: Will t)ie Honourable the Finance Member 
please statu: 

(a) the amount of the sterling debt orindia repatriated since 1939; 

and 

(b) the method and manner of such repatriation? > 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: (a) From 1939 till the end of 
August 1942 debt to the extent of £ 198 million has been repatriated. 

(b) The method and manner of repatriation is fully explained in the 
Ways and Means portions of my Speeches, introducing the Budgets for 
the years 1940-41, 1941-42 and 1942-43 to which I invite the flonouruble 
Member's attention. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Would not India have obtained any advantage if 
a sh’ghtly different method had been adopted? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Balsmaa: As I am not aware of the 
^other method' the Honourable Member has in mind, I am afraid I cannot 
answer that question. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: By the 'other method’ I mean the better method 
of fixing the rate at which the repatriation was made? 

The HonouraUe Six Jeremy Baisman: That was a subject of consider¬ 
able debate in this House and it remains a matter of opinion. 
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Steklino Balances held in London. 

H6. *I>r. P, N. Banerjea: Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
state; 

(a) rhe amount of sterling balances held in London on the latest (late 

for whicli figures are available; and 

(b) whether the Government of India are considering the question 

of bringing these balances back to India; if so, the manner 
in vvliich it is proposed to bring them back? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: (a) If, as I assume to be the 
case, Ihe expression “sterling balances held in London’’ is intended to 
connote the sterling assets of the Beserve Bank of India, I would refei' 
the Honourable Member to my reply to Part (b) of Question No. 110 
asked this morning b\ Mr Cliattopadhyaya. 

(b) 1 am at a loss to understand what exactly the Honourable ]\iember 
means by the expression 'bringing these balances back to India’’. As 
the Honourable Member is aware, the sterling assets of the Reserve Bank 
have been, and are being, used for the purpose of repatriating the sterling 
liabilities of the Government of India. 

I>r. P. N, Banerjea: Are such large balances required for this purpose’? 

The Bionourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: The question whether they are 
required does not actually arise These balances are accruing to India 
in payment of certain services rendered. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: And these balances bring in interest to India? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Yes, Sir; they are invested in 
short term securities at the moment. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Would not the investment bring in larger amount 
of interest if otherwise invested? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: As they form part of the assets 
largely of the Issue Branch of the Reserve Bank of India, there are 
certain restrictions on the duration of the securities in which they can - 
be invested At the present time, I believe, the restriction is five years. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta; What is the total liability of the Issue 
Branch today? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: The most recent figures which I 
have actually in my hand is tire statement for the week ending^ the fourth 
day of September, 1942. On that date, the total liabilities were of the 
order of 491 crores. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Against that, the only amount in cash avail¬ 
able in India is about 70 crores? 

The HohouraWe Sir Jeremy Raisnuux; The Honourable Member is not 
strictly correct. The total amount of sterling securities. 
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Mr. Jamnadaa M. Mehta: I mean cash in India—rupee coin and gold 
—which is available against these flOO crores of rupees is about 70 crores. 

Is that correct? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: That is so, if gold is valued at 
the old rate. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: The practice all these years has been to 
value gold <it the statutory rate and it comes to 44 crores. In addition, 
there are about 80 crores of rupee coins. This is all the cash you have 
got against jOO crores of ruiiee notes. Is that correct? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: The Honourable Member is 
arguing and he has rather over-simplified the matter. But it is ;i fact 
that, at the present rate the gold is worth at least double the amount. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: On the, basis of the statement of the Reserve 
Bank of India which is presented week after week, against the liability 
of 500 crores the cash and gold in India is only about 70 crores. Is that 
correct or not? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: It is not possible to answer the 
implications of a <|Ucstioii like that in one sentence. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta; L submit that this is an answer which is 
caj'able of being given siniplv by reference to the weekly stateinoiit. I 
onlj want him to confirm the figures. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Then the Honourable Member 
om refer to the weekly statcnatfil himself. It is unnecessary for me to 
confirm the figures. They are published every week, but the interpreta¬ 
tion to be placed on those figures is a different matter. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Actually, ‘the figures . . .- . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member has got the answer. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad; Is there any country in the world which is 
at present keeping metallic reserve equivalent to the paper currency? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Not that I am aware. 

Assets and Liabilities of the Reserve Bank of India. 

116. *Dr. P. N. Banerlea; Will the Honourable the Finance Membei 
please state the Assets and Liabilities of the Reserve Bank of India on; 

(i) the fir.st week of April, 1039; and 

(ii) the first week of September, 1942 (or any previous week for 

which the figures are available)? . 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: The attention of the Honourable 
Member is invited to the weekly accounts of the Reserve Bank for the 
weeks ending the 7th April, 1989 and 4th, September, 1942, which havl'e 
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been published in the issiies of the Gazette of India duted the 22nd April, 
1939 and 19th September, 1942, respectively. 

Pr. P. N. Banerjea: Has the cash balance increased or diminished 
during tins period? ' 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: If by the cash balance the 
Honourable Mernbei' means the- amount of rupee coins held in the Issue 
Mranch, then it lias decreased. 

Pr. P. N. Banerjea: 'I’o what extent has it decreased? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: It is somewhat difficult to make 
the.sc arithmetical calculations on the floor of the House. The Honour¬ 
able Member could do these sums if he were to look up the figures which 
are regularly published. The jiosition w'as that whcieas in September 
1939 the rupee com was of the order of T-'i crores, in September 1942 it 
was of the order of 28 crpres. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: So, the decrease 'is to the extent of 300 per cent. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Hahim) The Honourable 
Member has got the figures before turn. 

Dx. P. N. Banerjea; Wlmt is the proportion of this cash to the total 
liabilities of the Bank on 4th September, 1942? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baiaman: I understand the Honourable 
Member is referring to what is called in the weekly statement the ratio 
of total external assets to liabilities. In September 1939, the ratio of 
external assets to liabilities was 47-39 per cent., and on 4th September 
1942, the ratio was 78 4 per cent. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Has not the ratio of cash to total liabilities fallen 
to a very dangerous extent? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: The ratio of external assets has 
increased and I may remind the Honourable Member, who is an econo¬ 
mist, that what is usually regarded as dangerous is a fall in the external 
assets, and not in the holding of the internal currency of the country. 
The Mints arc always ready to turn out vast quantities of our own coinage. 

iNJi-LATION OF CURRENCY AND MEASURES FOR OHBCKINO IT. 

117. *Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
state: 

(a) whether any inflation has taken place in India; and 

(b) whether any steps have been taken or are in contemplation to 

prevent or check inflation^? 

The HoOiOnnUe S«r Jeremy Baisman: (a) I would refer the Honour¬ 
able Member to the last report, recently published, of the Beserve Bank 
of India, which contains a paragraph dealing with this question. It is 
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there stated that “on a review of the facts and figures btjuung on infla¬ 
tion, e.g., the course of prices, the extent of. currency expansion, the 
increase in bank deposits and the, volume of bank clearings, that 
although most of the recognized elements of inflation are present, there 
is no evidence that inflation is present in the country in any serious 
form”. With this view, 1 agree. 

(b) Government have the situation constantly under review. Their 
taxation and borrowing programme is designed to draw off surplus spend¬ 
ing power, various price control measures have been instituted and others 
are under active consideration and efforts are being made in collaboration 
with Provincial Governments for the increase ot food production. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Will the Honourable Member please place a 
statement on the table of the House regarding the steps that they have 
taken? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: The measures 1 have indicated 
are not capable of statistical iiresentation. I have indicated their general 
nature and 1 have no doubt that on suitable occasions, information will 
be given to the House For instance in regard to taxation and borrow¬ 
ing, information is usually given to the House in the Budget speech. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Is the Honourable Member aware that in United 
States of America, stops have been adopted to prevent and check 
inflation? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I shall be glad to hear that 
the Honourable Member is prepared to support the adoption of those 
steps in this country. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: What are your methods? Let us compare, 

Mr. E. L. 0. Gwilt: May T ask the Honourable Member whether he 
has received any deputation representing the baniya MarwaH communi¬ 
ties and whether any proposals they have made to avoid probable infla¬ 
tion were characteristically self sacrificing? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I have received no such depu¬ 
tation. I regret I do not hope to receive one. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: May I know if it is the policy of the 
Government to encourage or discourage inflation? 

TOie Honourable Sir.Jeremy Raisman: It is the policy of the Qovem- 
Tuent to discourage inflation definitely. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: What steps do Government propose to 
take to discourage inflation of which a distinct tendency is visible in the 
report of the Reserve Bank? 

The HonouiaMe Sir Jeremy Raisman: I have answered that exact 
<iuo8tion in reply to part (b). The main steps to discourage inflation 
must always be first, taxation and second borrowing, and if this House 
is prepared to support me, I would be prepared to use the first weapon 
to the maximum possible extent. 
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Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: May I ask the Honourable Member if 
inflation is a necessary evil, if it occurs slowly and progressively in 
a productive country, industrialised country and agricultural country? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raismaa: I am not prepared to deny that 
a inild and progressive inflation over a number of years may hav'i 
certain beneficial effects. 

Money Value of War Material supplied under Lease-Lend Abbanoe- 

MENTS. 

118. *Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
please state. 

(a) the money-value of the war material supplied to India by the 

United Stales of America in terms of the Lease-Lcnd arrange* 
ments; and ' 

(b) the time and method of repayment agreed upon ? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Ra’sman: The question should have been 
addressed to the Honourable the Supply Member. 

Dt. P. N. Banerjea: Is the Honourable the Supply Member interested 
in money v'alue of material? The Honourable the Finance Member dealt 
with a part of the question in his last Budget speech. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: It is quite true that in the 
Budget speech. I dealt with the financial aspect of the activities of 
many other departments. I understand that the correct allocation of this 
item of business is to my Honourable Colleague. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Then the Honourable Member might ask the 
Honourable the Supply Member to reply? 

The Honourable Sir Homi Mody: I am going to answer all those 

questions later on. 

Desirabu.ity of entrusting all Matters connected with the Tress 
SOLELY TO one DEPARTMENT AND ONE MemBER-IN-CHARGE. 

119. *Mr. E. 0. Neogy: (a) With reference to the picsent arrangement 
under which the Member-in-charge of information and Broadcasting is 
responsible for the general conduct of Government relations with arid 
advice to the Press, excluding the administration of the laws relating to 
the Press (iucludiii" the provisions of the Defence of India Act and Buies 
framed thereunder as applying to the Press), while the Home Member 
is m charge of these excluded subjects, will the 'Honourable the Home 
Member bo pleasid io state whether in actual dealings with the Press uv 
regard to the administration of the Defence of India Act and Bules^ and 
other laws relating to the Press, the Honourable Member-in-charge of 
Information and Broadcasting is usually consulted? 

(b) Hus the question of redistribution of these subjects, included in 
the iiortfolios of the two Honourable Members as indicated above, been 



STARRED QUE8TI0KS AND ANSWERS 


321 


under consideration at any time with a view to enabling the Press to deal 
with one Department and one Member-in-charge for all the above purposes? 

Sir Richard Tottenham: (a) Yes. 

(b) No. Not since the new Department of Information was created 
It was very fully discussed before the separation took place. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Is it a fact that this division of responsibilities was 
partly responsible for the resignation of Sir C. P. liantaswami Aiyar? 

Sir Richard Tottenham: The division took place a long time before 
Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar joined the Government of India. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Was this responsible in any way for his resignation? 

Sir Richard Tottenham: Not to my knowledge. 

Subvention to, and Position of, the National War Front. 

120. *Mr. K. 0. Neogy: (a) Will the Honourable Member for lufoima- 
tion nn'l Brr.arlcasting please say if the National War Front movement is 
in receipt of any subvention from the Government of India? If so, what 
is the amount thereof? 

(b) In what official relationship, if any, does this oreunmation stand 
with any of the Departments of the Government of India ? 

(c) Ts the movement a purely non-political one, or is it concerned with 
controversial politics C 

Mr. P, N. Thapar: (a) The National War Front has received a grant 
of Rs. 31-40 lakhs from the Central Government. 

(b) The main work of the National War Front in British India is don© 
by Provincial Branches which are not in any sense under the control of 
the Government of India. There is, however, a Central Organisation of 
the National Wav Front, the functions of which are to advise the Provin¬ 
cial Organisations, to act as a co-ordinating agency between them and to 
prepare propaganda material for use at their discretion. This Central 
Organisation forms part of the Information and Broadcasting Department 
of the Central Government. 

(c) The only objects of the movement are to assist the War effort in 
all directions, to keep up the morale of the people of India and to fight 
any influences which tend to hamper India’s War effort. It is in no sense 
concerned with controversial politics but it is, of course, concerned with 
opposing and criticising any movement which is intended or likely to- 
hamper the War effort. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Will the Honourable Member say 
whether Rs. 31 lakhs were made available to the National War Front? 

Mr. p. N. Thapar: Yes, Rs. 31-40 lakhs. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Will the Honourable Member kindly 
state if this Central organisation finances the provincial branches of this 
National War Front? 
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Mr. P. K. Thapar: As I have said the total sum allotted by the Ceutral 
Government in connection with the National War Front is Rs. 3i’40 lakhs. 
Of this about 19 lakhs has been distributed to the Provinces for provin¬ 
cial and district organisations; about eight lakhs has been allotted for 
expenditure on propaganda vans and about four lakhs only has been 
allotted for the issue of propaganda material, on advertizing or on the 
Central organisation. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Did the Honourable Member say ituu 
eight lakhs is made available for the purpose of carrying on propaganda? 

Mr. P. N. Thapar: For propaganda vans. The provinces in British 
India have been supplied with about 50 motor vans which have been fitted 
with cinema projectors and the cost of these vans is about eight lakhs. 

Pandit T^Akahmi Eanta Maitra: May I know from the Honourable 
Member who furnishes the material for propaganda and whether this 
department bears any relation to the Department of Information and 
Publicity of the Government, and if so, what relation? 

Mr. P. N. Thapar: IMatonnl for National War Front propaganda is pre¬ 
pared both by the jiroiineial branches themselves for their own use and 
also by the Centio The central material is sent to the Nationcil War Front 
organisers in Ihe provinces luit it is for use at their discretiou; If they 
think that the material is suitable for thfeir province, they use it, but if 
they find tlirt the nialen.d is not suitable for their province tliey can 
reject it. 

Pandit Lakshmi Blanta Maitra: The Honourable Member bus said that 
the Central Governmem) fnrjnshes certam material, which may or rriay not 
be utilizfd b\ the Provincial Governments according to the needs of those 
particular provinces. 1 want to know from the Honourable Member wno, 
on behalf of thi.s National War Front organization, prepare.s the material 
for propaganda and whethe.’ this department bears any relations to the 
Department of liifonnation, and if so, what relation dins Infonnut’.on and 
Publieity Department has to the National War Front'* 

Mr. P. N. Thapar: The inlention of the whole movement; is that it 
should be a non olficinl orgunizution and therefore its connection with the 
Information and Broadcasting Department is only on the financial and 
administrative side. So far as its propaganda policy is concerned, it is 
determined without any orders or instructions from the Goveiiirnent of 
India. 'I'he organizer of the National War Front is constantly in touch 
with the organizers and leaikrs of this movement in the pro\h'ces and 
after consultation with t)»cn> he works out a policy which is followed by 
the front. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: May I know from the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber if it is correct, as he says, that his Department makes absolutely 
no reference to the Government of India and that they were free to carry 
on on any line without reference to the Government of India? 

, Mr. P. N. Thapar: No,, that is not the position. They can and do 
consult the Government of India* for guidance on poliey or mein publicity 
lines, but they are not obliged to follow this advice. 

Mr. President (The Honourablp Sir Abdur Rahim): Next question. 



STARRBD QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


323 


^ +121*—122*. 

Wa» Expenditure incubicbd and its Apportionment. 

123. *Mr. E. 0. Neogy: Will the Honourable the Finance Member be 
pleased to make a statement, for the-period April, 1942, to August, 1942. 
showing: 

(i) tlie total expenditure on account of the war met out of Indian 

revenues; 

(ii) how much of the above amount is chargeable to His Majesty’s 

Government; and 

(iii) how much of the said liability of His Majesty’s Government 

has actually been liquidated during the period? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: (i) The total net e.vpenditure 
brought to account on the books of the Military Accountant General was 
174 2 .-rort'S >1 rupees. 

(ii) and (iii). The great bulk of the expenditure is charged in the first 
instance lo ihs Majesty’s Government, India making monthly ‘on account’ 
payments. The -ixaet allocation between India and His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment is dons-at the end of each financial year for the reason that the 
factual basis for it cannot, m view of the rapidlv changing situation, be 
known until sometime after the close of the year. 

Mr. Jamnadas M, Mehta: Mav T know from the Honourable Member 
whether the principles under which this is to be done are settled? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: The i)rinciples .are guided by 
the Defence I'jxpenditure Settlement, 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Did the Honourable Member recently proceed 
to England to settle this matlei or any part of it? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: Yes, Sir. T proceeded to discuss 
certain problems arising out of this settlement. H 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Could the Honourable Member enlighten the 
House brc/adly as to what came out of it ? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: No, Sir. I am answering a 
question a little later on this subject. I am afraid T shall not be in a 
position yet to make a statement to the House. 

Scope of the Martial Law ' Administration in Sind. 

124. *Mr. Lalchand Navalral: (a) Will the War Secretary be pleased 
to state whether the object of establishing martial law in Sind was solely 
intended to put down the Hur trouble which was causing havoc there? 

(b) Is it a fact that the jurisdiction of the martial law in Sind was 
intended to apply to ‘Hur’ element, their supports and abettors only 
and not to other civil population? 


fThete question* were withdrawn by the questioner. 




S24 lkqislative assembly [2l3T Sept. 1942 

(c) Is ifc a fact that the Chief Administrator of the Martial Law his 
framed rules and regulations and has included in them the application 
of the martial law relating to punishments and trials for offences to the 
civil population also? Jf so, to what extent and whj? 

(cl) Is it a fac:t that the ordinar} offences under Chapter XVI (affecting 
the human body) and Chapter XV"!! (against Property) of the Indian 
Pena; Code could, under the abocc regulations, be tried and punished, 
against the civil population, unconnected with the Hur movement, in the 
areas where martial law has been applied, by the Martial Law Courts? 

(e) Are Govc-rnment, in view of the facts that the aforesaid regulations 
are causing great iiiccuvcnicnce to the civil population unconnected with the 
'Hur’ movement, prepared to revise the regulations, exempt such civil 
population from their application and direct such civil population to be 
tried by the ordinary courts under the ordinary laws as they would 
otherwise be? If not, why not? 

Mr. 0. M. Trivedi: (a) Yes 

(b) No, 

(c) Yea. Martial Law Eegiilations or orders apply to all persons w'lthin 
the defined Martini I/dw area. The regulations issued give power to special 
courts of criminal jurisdiction to try and punish any person for contravention 
of Martial Law Regu.utioiis, or orders, or for offences under ordinary Ijuw. 
They also direct that the criminal courts, as by Law established, shall 
continue to exercise luriadiction over persons accused of offences other than 
offences created under Martial Law, or not connected witli the present 
disturbances, or which, tnougii connected with the present disturbances, 
have been transferred under Martial Law Regulations for trial by such 
courts. The object is to enable the courts established by Law to continue 
functioning to the maximum extent possible 

(d) Yes. 

(e) The G.overnmi m of India arc satisfied that Martial Law in the area 
. is Joeing administered so as to cause the minimum of inconvenience to law- 

abiding persons and see no reason for any action. 

Mr. Latchand Navalrai: Has the Honourable Member been aopriseJ of 
the fact that actiuilh many complaints have been made to the effect that 
Martial Law is being applied to the civil population very seveicly? 

Mr. 0. M. Trivedi: No, ISiv. 1 have received no such reports. On the 
contrary we have received reports that the proclamation of Martial Law 
was generally ajipreciated by the law-abiding section of the populacioii. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: The proclamation may have been asked for 
and applied but the question is whether these regulations that have been 
made are not so stiff as to injure the civil population also. 

Mr. 0. M Trivedi; No, Sir. I have received no such report.^. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know from the Honourable Member if 
these regulations received tlie consent of the Government of India? 

Mr. 0. M. Trivedi: The legulations have been issued by the Martial 
Law Administrator in hi? discretion. 
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Mr. XalchAnd Navalral: May I know from the Honourable ]\Iember 
under what law have they been made—under the ordinary law or under any 
other law? 

Mr. 0. M. Trivedl: The regulations have been made under the I’rocla- 
ination of Manial Law . 

Sardar Sant Singh: May ] know from the Honourable Member if he is 
aware that similar apyirecialions from the people were made during the 
Martial Law regime in 1919 and they were condemned by tlie Hunter 
-('ommittee Iteporb later on? 

Mr. 0, M. Trivfldi: I have nc information. 


POSTPONED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Ki.nancial Liability for American and Chinese Forces on Service in 
India 

40. *Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Will the Honourable the Finance Member postponed 
please state what is the understanding with the Governments of United from I6th 
States of America and China, respectively, as regards the responsibility 
for financing the armed forces of these countries w'hile on service in India; 
and what is the present estimated amount of financial liability undertaken 
by India on this account, of a capital as well as recurring character, in 
tlie case of the forces of each of these countries? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: The United States Forces in 
India are paid by the Government of United States of America. Certain 
supplies and services are provided on Reciprocal Lease-Lend the allocolion 
of the cost of which is under consideration. , 

Chinese forcea in India arc provided with supplies and services on Leasi'- 
Lend by His Majesty a Government and no financial liability baa been 
undertaken by India. 

Broadcast Statement on recent Dis'Tubbances by the Secretary of 
0 State fob India. 

42. *Mr. E. 0. Neogy: (a) With reference to Mr. Amory's broadcast postponed 
on the 9th August last on which date Mahatma Gandhi and other from 14th, 
Congress leaders were placed under arrest in Bombay, to ihe effect that September 
he believed that the trouble that might arise could be dealt with by the 
Government of India through the police and courts, and the statement 
issued by the India Office on the 12th August that the 'authorities in 
India have the situation completely in hand and that any picture of 
widespread disorder in that country is utterly distorted”, will the 
Honourable the Home Member be pleased to state whether these state¬ 
ments were miyde on the basis of information supplied on behalf of the 
Government of India? i 

,(b) In how many places and on how many occasions in the different 
parts of India during the last few weeks, had the Police to use force for 
the purpose of dispersing processions or other crowds and quelling dis¬ 
turbances of various kinds, and on how many occasions Ore arms had 
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to be used either by the Police or by the Military for the purpose of 
quelling these disturbances? 

(c) How many persons were killed or wounded, respectively, as a. 
result of such shooting? 

(d) Has a full report of the situation, or a censored version on the 
lines of t'le reports aiipenring in the Indian Press been sent to the 
Secretary <5f State day after day on behalf of the Government of India? 

Sir Richard Tottenhan: (a) The statements were of course made on the 
basis of such informatoin from India as was available at the time when 
they were made. 

(b) and (c). It will be tome time before full information on these 
subjects can be collected from Provincial Governfnents, and it may not be 
possible to obtain accurate details until the disturbances are completely 
at an end. 

(d) The Government of India have naturally kept the Secretary of • 
State fully informed of the situation 

Visit to Gbkat Britain of the Honourable the I'inance Member and the 
Economic Adviser to the Government op India. 

47. *Mr. K. 0. Neogy; (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
be pleased to make a statement explaining the mission that took him 
recently to Great Britain and the result achieved thereby, Vvith parti¬ 
cular reference to: 

(i) any alteration in the existing basis of allocation of expenditure- 

as between His Majesty’s Government and the Government 
of India in relation to the war expenditure in different thea¬ 
tres of war and in India, ^ 

(ii) further repatriation of sterling, 

(iii) 4the financial aspect of lease-lend supplies to India, and 

(iv) the settlement of war accounts between Great Britain and 

India? 

(b) Have definite decisions been arrived at m regard to any of the 

matters comprised within the Honourable Member’s mission to Great 
Britain, or are they still open to negotiation? ^ 

(c) Was the visit of the Economic Adviser to the Oov'erurnspt ot India 
to Great (Britain along with the Honourable Member undertaiien as a 
deputation specially in connection with any specific matters appertaining^ 
to the Commerce Department, or was it broadly connected with the 
mission of the Honourable Member himself? 

(d) Did the Honourable Member and the Economic Adviser jointly 
represent the Government of India in their discussions with the autho¬ 
rities in Great Britain regarding the important financial and economic 
issues arising out of the war, and such other issues as may arise m post¬ 
war conditions in the fields of international trade and financial and economic 
reconstruction? 

(e) Were they fully authorised by the Government of India to carry on 
negotiations in regard to these matters on the basis of any definite scheme 
approved by the Government of India, or were their duties merely explo¬ 
ratory in character? 
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(f) Was the question of partially utilising the sterling balances of India 
for the acquisition of investments of the United Kingdom in industrial 
projects in India, particularly Eailways and other utility concerns, consi¬ 
dered in the course of these discussions? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: (a) I regret I am not in a position 
to make a statement. 

(b) No. The matter is still under consideration. 

(c) I would invite the Honourable Member’s attention to the Press 
Note issued by the Commerce Department on the 14th July, 1942, which 
explained the reason for Sir Theodore Gregory’s visit to London. 

(d) No. 

(e) The duties v'ere exploratory, and there was no authorisation to 
commit the Government of India. 

(f) There was some general discussion of questions of this nature. 

Hr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: When is the Honourable Member likely to be 
in a position to inform the House and the country? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baiiznan:^ cannot say until the Govern¬ 
ment of India have themselves had time to go into these matters. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Will the Honourable Member advise the 
Government of India to hold a special Session to discuss their provisional 
decisions in this matter? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: There will in any case be » 
Budget Session and I expect that by that time the decisions will be made 
known to the House. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Will it not be too late in this important ~ 
matter where hundreds of croreb of rupees are concerned? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: I cannot say at present vhethqr 
it will be appropriate, or whether 1 should be in a position, to announce 
a decisioi at anv earlier stage. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: May I ask whether the Government intends 
to consult this House before finally making up their mind on this question? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: 1 do not think the questions will 
be such as to be suitable for discussion in this House before decisions are 
taken. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: These are very important financial questions 
and we will have to pay by means of taxes: is it not fair that the House 
should be consulted? - 

The Bononrahle- Sir Jemny B alamant Thb House will in any case be in 
a positi(m to discuss ai^ mt^e its ooxnmenta on the Budget. 
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Hx, J&mAada8 M. Mehta; In this important inuttor beioic Govevninent 
comes to a decision, if somehow our advice is sought earlier, the final 
responsibility rests with tJie Government. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I think the Ciovermuent is fully 
aware of the different opimciis in India on all the mailers ivhich are at 
.issue. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: When 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raiaman: It is being expiessed lo my 
knowledge almost every day in the newspapers. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Is it fair that we should pay vvithout having 
any voice in Ihe decision? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: That is a matter of opinion 

Pandit Lakshmi Kant'i Maitra: Do I take it that the Honourable Mem- 
Haer’s proposal is that aftir the Government have taken a decision on this 
juattcr, it will be snlmntted before the Ilou.se at the n<'Vt Session lor 
some sort of otr post facto approval of the IloiiseV 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: it may lake soim^ time before 
the Government of India reach decisions on I Ins question 

Pandit Lakshml Kanta Maitra: My point is whether iiie lloiiourable 
Member is prepared lo give an undertaking to this House that before final 
decisions on this matter are reached, which may entail heavy cormnitments 
on the part of India, the House should be taken into consul^^alinn and given 
an cfpoilnnitv In e.\-prcs^ itself^ / 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: 1 regtei I ctwnoi gue an under¬ 
taking of that, kind 

Sir Oowasji Jahangir: Dots the Honourable Member’s answer mean 
that the House will consider this question only .when they .uo discussing 
the budget provisions? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I think that that will probably 
:be the position. 

'Mr. Hooaeinbhoy A. Lalljee: May I take it that it is the opinion of 
'the Government not to consult the House before this question is decided? 

nie Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: 1 have already answered in 
-different forme that same question. 

Mr. Muhammad Ashar AH: May I know-if when discussing these finan¬ 
cial questions when the I'inancf. Member was there, the question of the 
ratio was under discussion? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy RaiMUm: I am afr&id the ratio question 
has become obsolete in present days. 
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Hr. fr. M. ;ro8hl: May I ask whether there is to be a Session of the 
Assembly in the month of November as usual? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: 1 am not in a potrilicn to say. 
I believe it has been announced that there will not be such a Session. 

Sir Oowasjl Jehanglr: May I remind the Honourable Meruber that as 
the Constitution and the constitution of the House stand at present 
this Honourable House has very little say and very little effective voice in 
the provisions of the ]ii’dc[«'t, except talking and giving their .'>dvice or 
perhaps going to the lobby ineffectively? In those conditions and under 
those circumstances, would it not be advisable for the Honouralila Member 
to make a statement at any rate, or issue a press communique long before 
the Budget, so that the country may be able to consider what he has clone 
and what the Ooverninent of India are proposing to do with regard to the 
negotiations he has had, so that Members rnay come ready with matured 
views? If the Honourable^ Member means to make a statement merely 
along with the budget statement and if the provisions that he vcishes this 
House to make will be included in the Budget, the. country will not have 
sufficient time to consider his proposals nor will this. Honourable House. 
Under these circuinstunces and considering the present Constitution under 
which we are working, would it not be advisable for the Honourable Member 
at least to undertake to make a statement in good time? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Eaisman: These aspects of the matter will 
certainly receive consideration But it depends on the nature ot the decisions 
whether it is necessary to give my Honourable friend and others any parti¬ 
cular period of time in which to consider them, other than tho normal 
period which is available for all matters relating to the Government’s 
financial policy. 

• Sir Zlauddin Ahmad: Will the Honourable Member waioh oveT 
the privileges of the House so that this House is not reduced to the posi¬ 
tion of Public Accounts Comniittee doing only post mortem examination? 


Mr. President ('I'he Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The answers to tbe 
next questions of Mr Neouy wdl] be laid on the table as they are in excess 
of the quota. 

PiHANOiAL Liability poe Indian Troops buploved in the War in Far 
East and Burbia. 

f48. •Mr. K. 0. Keo^: (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
please state whether Indian revenues had to bear any portion of the cost 
entailed by the employment of Indian troops in the recent war in the Far Septemb« 
East and Burma? If so, what is the total amount thereof and on what 1 W 2 . 
principle has this been assessed? 

(b) As regards the contemplated campaign for the re-conquest of 
Bunna, will Indian revenues be expected to bear any portion of the cost 
involved? 

The Honourable h\s Jeremy Baieman: No part of the expenditure on 
the employment of Indain troopr in the Far East and Burma is debited 
to Indian revenues. 

tAiawer to this question Uid on the table, the questioner having exhausted his 
•quota. 
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Allocation of Expenditdrb on Air Raid Campaigns on Burma. 

pon^ +61. *Mr. K. 0. Q-eogy: (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
' **bor House the procedure adopted in respect of the allocation of 

l|“ expenditure in connection with the Air Raid Campaigns on Bunna rfuce 
the occupation of Burma by the Japanese Forces? 

(b) Will the Honourable Member state the amounts spent separately on 
opereticns by (i) Royal Air Force, and (ii) American Air Force, in their 
raids on Burma, and whether any payments were r'ceivod from the Gov- 
ernrneni of United States of America in respect of these expenses? 

Thd Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: (a) It is impossible to compile 
separately or even to estimate the expenditure on any single operation of 
this description. The allocation of expenditure between India and His 
Majesty’s Go'vernnunt is done on a much*broader basis under the Defence- 
Expenditure Plan 

(b) For the reason I have just given the information is not available. 
As regarJs the last part of the question, the answer is in the negative. 


SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Receipts from New and Enhanced Taxes, etc. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Will the Finance Member please state: 

(a) the approximate total yield of the new taxes levied and of the- 

enhanced rates of the old taxes; 

(b) the approximate total sum received by the Government of India 

as the result of the amendment ot the Niemeyer formula; 

and 

(c) the approximate total amount received from the earnings of the 

Indian Railways, from the Jate of commencement of the 

War to the 30th June, 1942? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Ralsmaa; (a) The estimated yield from new 
taxation measures has been indicated by me each year in my Budget 
Speeches, to which 1 would invite the Honourable Member’s attention. 
It would not be possible, without a totally disproportionate expenditure of 
time and labour, to arrange for the compilation of figures giving the actual 
receipts from these several taxation measures. 

(b) It is not possible to give the information asked for since, but for 
tba amendment of the Niemeyer Order, the Government’s scheme of war 
taxation would in some of its aspects have followed a different course from 
that which it has actually taken. 

(c) 1 presume that the Honourable Member desires to know the con¬ 
tribution to general revenues from the railway surplus. The contribution 
is worked out on an annual basis and the relevant ^gurgs are Rs. 4‘33 
orores in 1939-40; Rs. 12’16 crores in 1940-41 and approximately Rs. ,20-2 
crores for 1941-42, 


, tAiuwer to this qaestkai laid on Uie tebRi the qQMtion«i having axbansted bia 
quota, ^ . . t,. 
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Expansion op Indian Cubebnoy. 

Dr. P. N Banerjea: Will the Honourable the Finance Member please 
state: 

(a) whether any expansion of Indian currency has taken place since 

the commencement of the War; and 

(b) if the answer to part (a) above be in the affirmative, the amount 

of money received by the Government of India as profit from 
this source ? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: (a) Yes. 1 assume that the Hon¬ 
ourable Member has in mind the increase in the lleserve Bank of India's 
note circulation. 

(b) The amount received by the Government of India as its share of 
the Surplus profits of the Reserve Bank is shown in Statement .VI of the 
Fiuanciul Secretary’s Explanatory Memorandum on the Budget for 1942-43 
(which has been circulated to Honourable Members with the usual budget 
papers), but I would add that this receipt is offset by payment of interest 
in so far as the expansion has been effected against rupee securities and by 
loss of interest in so far as the expansion has been made against Sterling. 

Dr. <F. N. Banerjea : What is the position at the present moment ? Can 
;the Honourable Member tell us? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: The position in this respect can 
■ only be determined at the close of each year. 

SUBSCIUPTIONS TO DBFBNCaE LoaNS. 

Dr. P. H. Banerjea- Will the Honourable the Finance Member please 
state the total amount of money received from the flotation* of loans since 
-the commcnconierit of the war? 

The honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: The total subscriptions to the 
Trarious defence loans up to the 12th September, 1942, amount to 
Hs. 1,22.01,96,000'. In this connection, I would draw the Honourable 
•Member's attention to the Press Communique on the subject dated the 
17th September, 1542, '«thich gives the progress of figures for the various 
loans ^ 

‘CONTBIBimONS BY THE BkITISH GoVBBNMENT TOWARDS InDIA’s MILITARY 

Expenditure. 

Dr. P. H. Banerjea: Will the Honourable the Finance Member state 
the amounts of contribution made bv the British Government duriii<» the 
■financial years 1989.40, 1040-41, 1941-42, 1942-43 (from let April, 1942, 
to the date for which figures are available) towards India’s military expendi¬ 
ture: 

' (i) In India, and '' 

(ii) Outside India? 

Tha HonoQxable Sir 7ertniy 'RaiSBUMk-:, The following expenditure on 
«ddfenoe and supply was brought to account In Government of India 'a books 
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.ts char^etihlc t«T Tli^ Majesty's (i'v\fTium‘iit under the Financial Settle* 
inent. 

1939- 40 AcIuhI .. ... 1{«. 4 erores. 

1940- 41 Actual . Rb. 83 orores. • 

1941- 42 (Revised Estimate) ha. 185 erores. 

1942- 43 (Budget) . . Rs. 387 erores. 

In addition .is incntioncd in ui} last budget speech, His Majesty's Gov* 


ermnent have undertaken to supply to India without charge a large quantity 
of aeroplanes. \ehi<los. guns and other equipment required in connection. 
wiMi til a cxjiaiision >1 India’s Navy, Air Force and Army. The total value 
of such free supplies alreudv made or expected to be received by the end 
of 1942-43 \Mt., estimated at Its. tiO erores when the budget was framed. 
No later estimate has lieeii made. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: What Jirojxation of tins expenditure has been meur- 
H'd in India and what jmiportion outside India, approximately'’ 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: An I have pointed out, the 
figures J gave n late to expenditure brought to account in the Government 
of India’s book'^. and hv that is meant expenditure incurred in India. 

Co.MPI.AI.VT.H AUVI.NST TIIK WORKING OF THE FoOD CoNTUOI.. 

Dt. P. Rf, Banerjea; Will the Honourable Member for Gommerce 
plea.se state: 

(u) whether Ouvtniment are aware of the great inconvenience which 
is hemg telt by the people in different parts of the country 
on i'lTount ot the manner *n which food control is practised; 
and 

(h) whethi’.' Government propose to consider the de8ira<:>iUty of taking 
stcqs u, remove this grievance? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. SarkM: (a) Yes. The Government of India 
have received nianv general complaints of this nature. The difBculties 
experienced were not all due, to the defective working of the Price Control 
Machinery but to numerous other factors, such as panicky or speculative 
hoarding of stix-ks, inability of some Provincial Governments to set -up- 
adequate organisation, lack of adequate traii-sport facilities and so on. 

(b) The difficulties stated above were thoroughly discussed at the recent 
I’ri'je Control Conference and the matter is now under active eonsiderutiom 
of the Government. Their decision in the matter will be announced 
shortly • 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Is it not a fact that the control of prices* 
withojt control of the stock and compelling people to sell compulsorily 
does more harm than good. 

The Honourable Mr. H. B. Barker: Sorry, I have not followed the- 
question. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad; I ask whether the control pf prices witljout 
previously controlling the entire stock'dees any good? Is it niore inj’uripuj^ 
or Useful •> - . . ^ 
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The Honourable Hr. N. B. Sarker : I cannot give any categorical answer 
to that question. 

Dr. Si7 Ziauddin Ahmad: Is it not a fact that the control of price of 
wheat has failed on account of the fact that people began to hoard and did 
not bring the grain to the market? 

The Honourable Hr. N. B. Sarker: That is not the only reason. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Is it not the main factor? 

The Honourable Hr. H. B. Sarker: That is a question of opinion. 

Sir Syed Baxa Ali: Do Government propose to requisition stocks com¬ 
pulsorily Si I that the price control may keep pace with the market rate, 
namel_ , tlic ni'.c at \\hich the grain is actually sold? 

The Honourable Hr. N. B. Sarker: Up to the present that matter is 
still with th,' T>rovincial Governments, but now the whole question is undei 
(ho consider,it 1(11 ot the Government of India and they will decide that 
issue. 


Haulana Zafar Ali Khan ’.Is it not a fact that since the commencement 
of th.' control of prices the prices of commodities have actually risen ? 

The Honourable Hr. W. B. Sarker: Yes. in the case of some commodi¬ 
ties they havj risen. 

Haulnna Zafar All Khan: And Government cannot do anything? 

Sardar Sant Singh: May I ask the Honourable Member if he is aware 
that the control of wheat and wheat flour has not effectively checked the 
making pf profits on maida and aooji, which are the products of wheat, and, 
as a result maida and sooji of inferior qualities are being sold at very high 
prices ? 

The Honourable Hr. N. B. Sarker: 1 know that, and steps are 
being taken to prevent it. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: The Honourable Member said that there 
•were other faetois which decided the control of markets. What are (hose 
other factors please ? 

The Honourable Hr. K. B, Sarker; As I said, the lack of adequate 
transp-rt facilities, and Provincial Governments’ inability to organise the 
price control machinery efiectively. x . 


' pr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: In view of the faert that the Honourable- 
Member ha-; already replied ta the points raised.in my short notice ques* 
in his answer’ to starred question No. 47, I do not ask the question. 
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Allbobd Kbpusal by ihb Authorities op the Irwin Hospital, Delhi, 

TO GIVE Blood Transfusion to a Person wounded in recent Rioting. ' 

Sir F. E. James: Will the Honourable Member for Education, Health 
and. Lands be pleased to state whether there is any foundation for the 
allegation made in the Legislative Assembly by an Honourable Member—I 
think it is Mr. Neogy—that the authorities of the Irwin Hospital refused 
to give a blood transfusion to a person suffering from wounds sustained in 
the recent rioting in Delhi on the ground that he was a rebel? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: Government have been entirely unable to trace any 
such incident. None of the doctors concerned with the transfusion service 
at the Ii wm Hospital is able to recall any occurrence which could possibly 
have formed the basis of this extraordmary story. During the period of the 
disorders no facilities for blood transfusion were refused On the contrary, 
blood transfusions were given by the Superintendent of the Hospital to 
members of the public said to have been injured in the noting. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Will the Honouiable Member tell the 
House if his Department is prepared to hold a judicial enquiry into this 
question with a promise of immunity? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: I am not prepared to hold n judicial enquiry The 
position is that on the 16th September, an Honouiable Member in this 
House made a very general allegation in the form of a question. He said, 
“Is it a fact that 'in the Irwin Hospital blood transfusion was refused to 
such patients (in the plural) on the ground that they were rebels'.’” We 
have done our best to trace the origin of this allegation and we have been 
unable to find any basis for this, “rhere is no question therefore of a judi¬ 
cial enquiry. There is no specific allegation before us. 

Sir.F. E. James: Will the Honourable Member take steps to see that 
the real facts as now disclosed by him will receive the same publicity 
through the press as the original allegation? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: I have no control over what the press will do, but 1 
have answered the question on the floor of the House. T hope they will 
give the same publicity. 

Mr. K, 0, Neogy: As the matter refers to me, I should like to enquire 
as to wliether the Government ever enquired from the Honourable Member 
of the ifxecutive Council whose name I have given to the Honourable the 
Leader of the House and who also heard the very same allegation,— 
whether the Government have enquired from him as to the sources of his 
information? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: The Honourable Member has referred 
to me. The other day, after the debate was over, I asked the Honourable 
Member whether he would give the name of the Honourable Member who 
was supposed to have knowledge of this fact. The allegation as w6 
understood it was that this fact was within the knowledge of an Honourable 
Member and that be was present. That was our understanding 
(Interruption by Mr. K, C. Neogy.) X am Idling the House how we under¬ 
stood it. but you made it clear to me later. He only wanted to say th^t 
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<me o£ the Members present here had knowledge of the fact, and he gave 
me his name. I did not oommuhicate that name of the Honourable Mem' 
her to the Secretary of the Department because I did not Itnow that 
another question was going to be tabled by somebody and an answer was 
going to be given. Otherwise I would have mentioned the name to the 
Secretary. 

Sir F. £. James: May I ask the Honourable the Secretary of the De¬ 
partment whether there are any instructions, standing or otherwise, under 
which the authorities of the Hospital make any differentiation in the giving 
of blood transfusions in respect of persons who might suffer injuries as a 
result of civil commotion? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: No, Sir. There are no instructions which vould pre¬ 
vent the utilisation of blood collected in the Irwin Hospital for persons who 
have suffered injuries in civil disorders. On the contrary, the Superinten- 
12 Noon dent’s policy is to collect blood for the general purposes of the 
hospital as he regards the maintenance of facilities for blood 
transfusion as the proper function of any upto date hospital, and 
he has appealed to persons to give their blood to the hospital for the purpose 
of serving the needs of the people of Delhi without any reservation tliat it 
should be for A. B. P. casualties or any other kind of casualties. There 
was therefore no reason why blood should be refused in circumstances such 
as have given rise to this question. 

Sir F. E. James: Is my Honourable friend aware that during these 
disturbance surgeons of the Irwin Hospital, both Indian and European, 
were working at a stretch for 14 hours in alleviating the sufferings of those 
who were wounded? 

Mr. President (The Honourable liir Abdur iiahim). That hardly arises 
The matter has been sufficiently discussed. 

Parent of Dearness Alixiwance to Non-Govbrnmknt F.Mvr.ovEB.s and 
Workmen 

Mr. K. 0. Heogy: (on behalf of Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi). Will the 
Honourable Member for Labour be pleased to state" 

(a) Whether the Government of India has apportioned a certain 

amount of money for payment of whole or part of any dear¬ 
ness allowance to worW'S in- factories or other induatrinl Cvin- 
cems; 

(b) whether the Government of India has under consideration the 

payment in whole or part of any dearness allowance to em¬ 
ployees and labour who are not employed by the Go-s-ernment 
directly and if they have, what is the nature and dosi^ription 
of those who employ such labour? 

Tbs HonourRble Dr. B. B. Ambadkar: (a) No. 

.. fjb) Government do not pay or propose to pay dearness allowance as 
«uoh either wholly or in part to employees other than their o^n. 
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Tbanspout Facilities koh relieving the Grave Food Grains fi^TUATMMf 
ON THE Malabar Coast. 

Mr. H. A. Sathar B. Zssak Sait: Will the Honourable Member for Com¬ 
merce be pleased to state: 

(a) whether he is aware of the grave situation on the Malabar Coast 

with regard to food grains. 

(b) whether ha is aware ^hut before the war Malabar depended 

largely on Burma for its staple food grains, e.g., rice; 

(f) whether the present stock of rice in that district is very small: 

(d) what steps Government are taking to remedy this state of affair.s; 

and 

(e) in view of the possibility of further curtailment of facilities tor 

transport, is ho prepared to consider the taking of special 

measures to rush supplies immediately to the West Coast? 

The Honourable Mr. N. B. Barker: (,a), (c) and (d). According to the 
latest information received, the Madras Government are fully alive to the 
rice situation in all parts of the Province including the West Coast. The 
information regarding the surpluses and deficits of any districts is not avail¬ 
able to the Government of India. They are trying to meet the food situa¬ 
tion as besl as they can 

(b) Yes. 

(e) All possible consideration will be given to any request that may be 
made by the Government of Madras for special arrangements in this 
conni’ctioiK 

Mr. Muhaiomad Bauman: The Government of Madras, the Honourable 
Member said, is fully alive to the situation but they have not convoyed the 
full report to the Ci’iitral Government as to what the stock is. We wanted 
to know whether the (Tovernment of India have any information not as to 
tfie stock Ihey have on the Malabar side 

The Honourable Mr. N. E. Barker: I have no information We discuss 
ed the present situation last week with the representative of the Madra# 
Government and he said that the Madras Govt^rnment will be, able to mdet 
the situation 

Mr. B. A. Bathar H, Essak Sait: Is the Honourable Member satisfied 
that so f.ar as the transport facilities are concerned there will be. sufficient 
number of wagons available for the Madras Government? 

The Honourable Mr. N. B- Barker: We shall try for it as much os 
possible. 

Dr, Six Ziauddin Ahmad: The Madras Government said that they w’ould' 
meet the situation themselves. 

The Honourable Mr. H. B. Barker: That is what they stated. As a< 
matter of fact, they are' meeting it - : ' ' 
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Mr. H. A. Satliar H. Issak Sait: I was wanting to know whetlier the 
wagons would be supplied, whether we could get priority? 

The Bonourable Mr. N. B. Sarker: That is for ^Ik Honourable Member 
in charge of War Transport to say. 

Mr. H. A. Sathar B. Batak Sait: 8o far as the question of prioritlqa 
are concemed, will the Government of India be able to supply ns many 
jv^ons as the Madras Government n>ay reqiure? 

The Bononrahie Mr. K. ,B. Sarkir: That 1 cannot say 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Au.eoed Maetreatment to Mr and Mrs. S. N. Jauiiar by the Delhi 
Police. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim). I have received 
notice of a motion for the adjournment oL the business of the House, 
signed by two Members, Sardar Sant Singh and Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh. 

I do not know what is the object of two Members signing it but if it means 
that both df them have a right or any of them to make a speech at this 
stage, that is not allowed. The notice runs to this effect: 

“We beg to ask the leaNe of the Houee to make a motion that the huamess of 
the Assembly be adjourned to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, 
namely, the merciless beating given to Mr. S N. Jauhar, a leading businessman of 
Delhi, after bis arrest on Friday afternoon, the 18th September, 1942, by 25 armed 
policemen i.id in the presence of a Magistrate outside hig office in Connaught Circus 
aiid also assault rtiade on his driver who came to save his master from the bating and 
th«'<draggiiv" away of Mrs. Jauhar who tried similarly to save her husband from 
luUawJul and unjustifiable beating.” 

* Will the Honourable Member tell me on what charge this gentleman 
was arrested, if any. Why was he beaten and what bus happened to him? 
[s he in hospital? 

Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab: Sikh): 1 hold before me the state- 
inants of eye-witnesses . 

Mr. Freaident (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): 1 do not want the 
statements of sye-witnesses. 1 want to know the facts. 

Sardar Sant Singh: I do not know what was the charge against him. 
He was arrested two or three miles away from Delhi, at a station. He was 
brought from that place by the Police. The officer in charge of the party 
was Rai Sahib Lai Gopal, who is a high police official .... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Was there any 
charge against him? ' ' 

Sardar Sant Singh: I do not know nNhat the charge was. He wae 
brought to his office in Connaught Place. He was given ten minutes to see 
Ws-twife and ten" minutes to see hi* sttbdrdinates in his office; Before he 
could enter his office, he was waylaid by one Sitarsm, a C. I’. D. official > 
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who began to beat him and then the public gathered there and they .pro¬ 
tested. , There were 25 policemen with them and they all joined in beating 
him. Beating was given to the driver who tried to save his master. Then 
his wife came and she was dragged away forcibly. After that, those 25 
policemen began to beat him indiscriminately. Then one Sikh gentleman, 
a local pleader, came and he protested against this lawlessness and he was 
also arrested and taken away. I have got here the statement of one Attar 
Singh and also two other witnesses. The beating was given without any 
provocation whatever. I am not concerned with the offence. I am protest¬ 
ing against the treatment meted out to him after the arrest. My point is 
that the police had absolutely no right to beat a person after they had 
arrested him. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahirn): Can the Honourable 
Membc'r on behalf of Government give any information about this matter? 

Sir Richard Tottenham (Home Secretary): Sir, I object to this motion 
on two grounds. In the first place, if the allegations made were true, the 
individual concerned, Mr. Jauhar, clearly has a legal remedy and his pro¬ 
per course would be to go to the court. In the second place, it is only 
fair that the House should Imow that two charges of resistance lo lawful 
authority and escajie from lawful custody have been lodged eigainst 
Mr. Jauhar and a number of other people by the police. 

Mr. President (Tlie Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim). Are there oases 
pending before any Magistrate? 

Sir Richard Tottenham: The cases have not yet been put before the 
Court but they are likely to be. put before the Court. The first incident 
took place at Mehrauli when the attempt w'as successful. There were two 
police officers and they were both injured. The second attempt took place 
At Connaught Circus and a third police officer was also injured on th^ 
-occasion. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); Attempt to do 
what? 

Sir Richard Tottenham: After he had been arrested, he attempted to 
escape out of the car in which he was being taken to the police station. 
Then a scuffle took place, in the course of which he received certain injuries 
and the police also received injuries. These two reports have been lodged 
by the iwlice in the respective police stations and I understand that the 
cases will probably go into Court very shortly. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir AHdur Rahim); Has Mr. Jauhar 
als.:) lodged any complaint? 

Sir RichBtd Tottenluun: I am not aware of that. But I submit that in 
these circumstances, the trial would undoubtedly be prejudiced if the mat- 
-.ter were discussed on the floor of the House. 

SardBr Seat Mii|^ May I reply to the points raised by the HonouraibU 
'Member? The first point .... 



MOTION POE ArtfOOENMKNT ttP 
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Mr. PresMent (The Honoiirable Sir Abdur EaKttn): I simply asked him 
what the iacts are and no reply is needed. The motion is clearly out of 
order. Whatever may have taken place, the person concerned has a legal 
remedy, and if there has been any assault on the police by him or by his 
friends, the police have also their remedy. Surely, this is not a matter 
which can be usefully debated in the Assembly. 


ELECTION OF A MEMBER TO THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR 

THE UTILIZATION BRANCH OF THE GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

OF INDIA—confd. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Further considera¬ 
tion of the motion moved by the Honourable Dr. Ambedkar on Monday, 
the 14th September. Dr. Ambedkar had then stated that this motion 
might stand over so that he might be able to give some information. 

The Honoiirable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar (Labour Member): May I know. 
Sir, how you propose to deal with the amendments? Perhaps it would be 
better if the amendments are moved so that 1 may deal with the motion 
and the amendments also. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I think the Honour¬ 
able Members who wish to move their amendments- may formally move 
them now. Then, the motion and the amendments vnll be for discussion, 
before the House. 

Mr. H. A. Sathar H. Bssak Sait (West Coast and Nilgiris; Muhammad¬ 
an): Sir, I beg to move: 

“That in the motion for the words 'one representative' the words 'four representa¬ 
tives’ be substituted.” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Amendment moved* 

"That in the motion for the words ‘one representative’ the words “four representa¬ 
tives’ be substituted.” 

Pandit LakShmi Kanta Maitra (Presidency Division: Non Muham¬ 
madan Rural): Sir, I beg to move: 

"That in the motion for the words ‘one representative’ the words ‘three representa¬ 
tives’ be substituted.” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Amendment 
moved: 

That in the motion for the words * one representative ’ the words * three represen¬ 
tatives ' be substituted.” 

, The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: Sir, the motion and the 
amendments raise two questions. Last time when I moved the motion, 
my Honourable friend, IMDr. Neogy, asked for some information to be 
given to the House with regard to the constitution of the Utilisation. 
Branch of the Geological Survey of ^dia. As the House will remember, 
on ihe vor^ next day the Honourable Mr. Nfeogy had tabled a question 
Mvith regard to the very same question. In the course of my r^ly» I gave 
swie infoTOiation with regard to the Utilisation Brahcir and I do not, 
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know whether my Honourable friend and the rest of the Members of this 
Hou j desire any more information with regard to this Branch. But I 
seo that tliere is probably some information which it was not possible fbr 
me to give to the House by reason of the fact that it could not bo put 
either as answer to the main question or because of the peculiar nature 
of the supplementary questions that were asked on that day. I propose 
to giv.-. to the House some information now which I was not able tr 
convey to it the othef day. 

The first thing that I wish to refer from the point of view^ of informal 
tioii is the duties of the Utilisation Branch which, I think, I did not 
mention that day. I should like to inform the House that according to 
the conshtutioii of the Utilisation Branch, it will have three main duties. 
Firstly, to carry out the necessary field work for proving mineral deposits ; 

• secondly to initiate, where necessary, preliminary mining operations; 
and, thirdly, conduct experimental work as may be necessary to solve 
problems in ore dressing and smelting and other problems of production 
that may be capable of solution by the utilisation of India’s minerals. 
Those are the duties of the Utilisation Branch. 

Then, with regard to the programme of work of the Utilisation Branch, 

1 would like to inform the House that at present it fulls under six heads: 
(1) re-opening of the lead and zinc mines' of Zawar m Udaipur State in 
Mowar; (2) development of liajputana m.ca mines; (3) working of 
sulphur deposits in Baluchistan; (4) operations on wolfram in Bengal and 
the Central Provinces; (5) examination of certain deposits in Bihar; and 
(6) search for certain minerals, stones and salts and other related 
substances. 

The third question on which my Honourable friend, Mr. Neogy, 
wanted information was the relationship in which the Utilisation Branch 
stands to the Board of Scientific and Industrial Research. Now, Sir, the 
position is tliis. The Board of Scientific and Industrial Research deals 
with three things, namely, inventions, heavy chemicals and naturally 
H occurring salts. The Utilisation Branch deals with the discovery of 
I minerals and proving them. Obviously, their functions are different. 
At tl’.e same time, there is a curtain amount of inter-relationship between 
the Board of Scientific and Industrial Research and the Utilisation 
Branch, and the inter-relation has been brought about in this way. Dr. 
Fox, who is in charge of the Geological Survejr of India, is the Chairmau 
of the Committee on heavy chemicals which is working under the Board 
of Scientific and Industrial Research. On the other band, the Durector ot 
Scientific and Industrial Research is a Member of the Advisory Committee 
to oho Utilisation Branch of the Geological Survey, and, secondly, by this 
arracgeinent, the House will see that exchange between the two Depart¬ 
ments has beer, arranged. 

There were two other questions to which my Honourable friend 
referrs.1. They were by way of criticism of Government’s actions. He 
stated that there was a neglect of India’s mineral resources and, secondly, 
he suggest* d that the Utilisation Branch was started more for the purpose 
of providing occupation for evacuees from Burma. Now, Sir, with regard 
to the first question, I say I regret as much as my Honourable f^nd does 
that the question of the development ol India’s mineral reaources was 
not tak>-n in hand earlier thfln it was done. But I tl^uk my Honourable 
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fcioud realises that there were three principal difficulties in the way. of 
India’s undertaking a project such as the one we have now undertaken, 
namely, the establishment of the Utilisation Branch, It is to be admitted 
tliat up iu the present time the Geological Survey of India had not 
qualified official mining personnel. Unfortunately, the Indian Geological 
Survey of India followed the functions which the Geological Survey in 
England had followed, namely, to act merely as an inspectorate of mines 
rather than as a technical body of experts who were engaged in developing 
the mineral resources of India. Secondly, there is a certain amount of 
shyness in the mineral exploitation due to the risks involved in opening 
up >7ineial deposits. -There was a general belief prevalent in India, 
probaniy due to long disuse of mining operations in the country, that India 
was not well-endowed with minerals other than those which were suitable 
for export, such as manganese and mica. What I would submit to the 
House and to my Honourable friend is that while we may regret that wii 
have nob tackled the business much earlier than we have done, whether 
it is not a case where one ought to say that better late than never. 

With regard to the question of the employment of Burmese evacuees, 
I would like to point out to my Honourable friend as well as to the House 
that in this matter, we really had no choice. As I told my Honourable, 
friend we have been suffering from lack of official mining personnel. 
Burma was the only place where mining, such as, for instance, of lead 
and zinc, was carried on on an extensive scale, Burma is the only plact 
where mining engineers were trained. Consequently rather than saying 
that we have opened this branch to give employment to Burmese evacuees 
I think the correct interpretation would be to say that it is because we 
were able to use the services of the Burmese evacuees that we have beeil 
able to undertake this project which I have no doubt is going to be not 
merely an item in India's war effort, but is gckig to be one of the greatest 
things for the future of India. 

Sir, turning to the question of the amendments, one thing I would 
like to say. I am really very glad that these amendments have been 
made. I can now say that the account which I have given of the 
Utilisation Branch is so convincing that those who came to scoff have 
remained to pray. But the temple is a very small one and although I 
welcome the enthusiasm of the worshippers, I cannot allow this small 
temple to be so overcrowded as to leave no breathing space I am sorry 
I- cannot accept the amendments. 

Sir Syed Baza All (Cities of the United Provinces: Muhammadan 
Ufijan): Would you refuse them entry into the temple even. 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: I am sorry I have to oppose 
these amendments. I will tell the House exactly the reasons which have 
dietated this policy. I would like to draw the attention of the Honourable 
Members who have moved these amendments to bear in_ mind that this 
-Committee is not an Executive Committee. It is not a Committee which 
can take decisions and, therefore, anything that is done in this Committee 
ia nok going to commit this House one way or the other. It is purely an 
Advisory Committee. The second thing wMch In my judgment presents a 
stf<oiifer reaSMi Uian the first arises oui of the object of the Committee, 
object the Oomnnttee is to bring together experts of' the rep^e- 
! trade’attd industry together. That is the primary object'of 
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this Committee. I would like to draw the attention Of Honourable 
Members to the composition which has been devised for this particular 
Conjmittee in order that this principal object may be achieved. Sir, there 
are altogether 16 Members on this Committee as planned for the present. 
The House will see that what has been done is to put five experts on*tho 
Committee and to put five representatives of trade and industry along 
with them. First of all, there is the Director of Geological Survey, tha 
Director of the Board of Scientific and Industrial Research, one repre¬ 
sentative of the Mining and Metallurgical Institute, one representative of 
the Indian Mining Association aiid representative of the Indian Mining 
Federation. They constitute a body of experts who will sit on this Com¬ 
mittee. Then, as representatives of trade and industry, we- have given 
two seats to the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce. We have 
given two seats to steel industry and we have the Secretary of the Com¬ 
merce Department to represent the Commerce Department on this Com¬ 
mittee. IVom this the House will see that the object of the Committee is 
really to bring experts who will tell the industrialists and the representa¬ 
tives of the trade, what minerals they are in a position to prove and repre¬ 
sentatives of trade and industry will tell the experts how they could b« 
commercially exploited. . 

Now, Sir, if the House bears in mind that this is the principaj object 
of this Committee, there is really not much scope left for the inclusion 
of what I might call general opinion in the country 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea (Calcutta Suburbs: Non-Muhammadan Urban): 
Representatives of the general public. 

The HonouraUe Dr. B. &. Ambedkar: Yes, repesentatives of the 
general public. The next argument to which I wisn to refer is the fact 
that the Committee is already a large Committee. As planed now, there 
are 14 Members on it. If I accept the amendment which demands four, 
then the Committee will consist of 18 and I inust take into consideration 
the fact that if I allow four Members of this House^ the Upper House will 
demand at least three. That means that the Committee will consist of 
21 Members which I have no doubt the House will agree will be too 
unwieldy for doing the business which it will be called upon to imdertake. 

The next point to which I should like to draw the attention of the 
House is this: that the constitution of the Committee already provides 
for the nomination of four Members by the Labour Member and without 
committing myself to any particular line of using this power of nomina- 
uon, I think it is perfectly possible that one Member of the House may 
find a place on it through nomination. Therefore, Sir, having regard to< 
the considerations which I have placed' before the House, I am sorry to* 
say that I cannot accept these amendments. 

Pandit Lakshmi Xanta Maitra: Sir, I have carefully loUowed what^ 
has fallen from my Honourable friend. Dr. Ambedkar. Sir, idie iiiiun 
function which the Utilisation Branch of (Geological Siurvey is eimected to 
discharge is that it will, in the first place, carry out a sort of ^Id work 
and in the second place, initiate preliminary mining operations. Sir, 
I was told the other day that this Utilisaia^ Branch had been funotioniag' 
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for some time already. We did not get any information from Uie Honour¬ 
able Member as to the progress this Branch had so far made. The vital 
objection, in my opinion, to this Committee being under the Department 
of the Honourable the Mover of this motion is that this subject should not 
be in the Portfolio of Labour. The BoarJ of Scientific Research ivas 
brought into being about a couple of years ago and it has been rendering 
admirable service. This Board should have'direct and intimate relation¬ 
ship with this Committee which, for the present at least, is an exploratory 
body 

Dr. Ambedkar has pointed out that the liaison that will be kept 
between the Department of Commerce and the Utilization Branch through 
Dr. Pox. 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: Dr. Fox, who is the Director 
of Geological Survey, is a member of the Chemicals Committee. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Yes. But 1 am not sure, Sir, if that 
by itself will ensure that measure of conXact and co-operation with the 
Scientific Board as is desirable in the best interests which my Honourable 
friend has. in view. The mercantile opinion of the country should have 
free scope for association with it through the Commerce Department, 
which deals specifically with the commercial and industrial matters of 
this country. This is a matter relating to the development of mineral 
wealth, leading eventually to the industrial development of this country, 
and, as such, it seems only reasonable that this should be placed under the 
Department of the Honourable the Commerce Member so that a greater 
correlation of activity between the Board of Scientific Research and the 
Utilization Branch of the Geological Survey may be secured effectively. 

Another point on which 1 should like to have a clear assurance from 
my Honourable friend. Dr. Ambedkar, is this. Is he in a position to tell 
us in this House that, after the field work is done and after the exploratory 
work is finished, when the Utilization Branch recommends that cc'rtain 
metals or mineral substances may be commercially mined—and by 
‘commercially mined’ 1 mean that they may be mined so succe.ssfiilly as 
to stand competition in the market—Indians will get the benefit out of it? 
Is ho prepared to give us an assurance that the money that will be spent 
on thie Utilization Branch of the Geological Survey will eventually lead 
to the fostering of Indian enterprise in the development of inineral in¬ 
dustry, and not to investment of British capital as has been our un¬ 
fortunate experience m the past? We have now Mr. Cowen of Mawchi 
mines, Burma^ who is in charge of exploring these Indian mines, and we 
have a natural apprehension that, when exploratory work is done, British 
capitalists will be given the benefit and will be given the privileges of 
monopoly to carry on the mineral development in this country. What 
would be the position of Indians? In what way would they be able to 
have an effective voice in the final utilization? 

I'also want to know, yvhether prospecting licences for mining metals 
and mineral substances would be given to the Indian business people— 
Indian commercial community. Unless a clear assurance is forthcoming 
that Indians would be given every opportunity to invest their money in 
this business-^-the development of mineral .resources of my country—^I do 
not think I can be enthusiastic about the composition of the Confmittee 
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01 * the objects which this Committee has in view. We do not want that 
in the name of effective prosecution of the war, development of the mineral 
resources of my country should go to the hands of foreigners. lict this be 
very clearly understood. We want an assurance to the effect that if the 
Utilization Branch of the Geological Survey Department ultimately 
decides that certain types of minerals can be developed in this country 
profitably, preference should, in the first instance, be given to Indian 
companies to work and develop them. 

The House will do well to bear in mind that the initial grant to this 
Branch has been on u very liberal scale—I think it is over twelve lakhs 
of rupees, and the House will remember that for the Board of Scientific 
and Industrial Besearch this House only voted ten lakhs. ... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim); I do not know what 
the Honourable Member is driving at. The question now is whether 
this Board should exist or not. It is already there. The Honourable 
Member cinnot bring in all sorts of subjects in relation to the question 
before the House. 

Pandit Lakshmi Santa Maitra: I was simply pointing out to the 
House, Sir, that the interests of the Indian Commercial Community should 
not be prejudiced. . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): That question does 
not arise. 

Pandit Lakshmi Santa Maitra: I will now come directly to the ques¬ 
tion of nominating Members to this Committee from this House. My 
Honourable friend. Dr. Ambedkar, proposes to impose that ban on temple 
entry. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member need not go into that. 

Pandit Lakshmi Santa Maitra: The Honourable Member has used that 
very expression. Sir. 

However, I want that in place o£ one Member three Members should 
be put iri so that all Parties in the House may address themseWes 
seriously to the question, and the problems that may crop up from time 
to time may engage the serious attention of this House. When the Gov¬ 
ernment of India ^ave made an initial grant of over twelve.lakhs of 
rupees, we want adequate representation on the Advisory Committee which 
is going to be set up and I want to see that the Committee is not still¬ 
born. I, therefore, suggest that the JEonourable Member should see to 
it that three Members of this House are associated with this Committee; 
and if he does that, I do not think his Committee would be handicapped 
in any way in carrying out the purposes which it has in view. If sixteen 
members can function in a committee, I do not see any reason why with 
three m<»re, nineteen membk's cannot function, unless the Honourable 
Member does not want more people. Sir, I move. 
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Mr. Ihresldent (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); The Honourable 
Member has already moved it. 

Mr. B. A. Sathftr H. Xmialc Sait: Sir, 1 will not detain the House at 
any great length over my amendment. I will just explain whv I am not 
satisfied with my friend’s amendment asking for three and why I want 
four members in the Committee. My friend has stated that this is an 
advisory committee and not an executive committee. I think that is all 
the more reason why the committee should be a bigger one r.>ther than 
a smaller one. That is my reaction to my friend’s statement. I think 
that if the House is to have a proper share in the consideration of these 
matters, all the Parties now functioning in the House should be represent¬ 
ed and that is why I say four instead of three. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman (Patna and Chota Nagpur cum Onssa: 
Muhammadan); Sir, I have no desire to discuss this simple point at very 
great length. . . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): There is only one 
simjile question in it. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: I only want to impress upon the House 
that the Honourable Member’s objection to increasing the number on the 
Advisory Committee has not impressed anybody; and as has been ex¬ 
plained, it is very necessary that when we are a party to the expendi¬ 
ture on that committee, this House whieh is voting the amount should 
have a better representation than others. I do not say that the represen¬ 
tation of experts or commercial interests should not have been what it 
is, but I do not see why the representation of this House should be any 
less than that of commercial representatives In these times when 
expansion of the Executive Council has been going on, probably the 
Honourable Member should not have refused this. House this particular 
expansion in the Committee. If the Executive Council can .be expanded 
from seven to thirteen, there is every reason for claiming four instead 
of one as proposed on this Committee. 1 hope the Government will 
think over the matter once again and satisfy the House by showing them 
this little courtesy in this very small matter. 

Mr. Hooselnbhoy A. Lalljee (Bombay Central Division: Muhammadan 
Rural); Sir, I rise to support the amendment. I think it is but fair that 
this House should have sufficient representation on such committees 
formed by the Government who have to look to this House constitution¬ 
ally-for guidance. In fact, we will be paying the taxpayer’s money, for 
which we should be responsible—entirely responsible. I feel that the 
Honourable Members on the Treasury Benches ought to know that so 
long as they can have Members to serve on committees from this House, 
they ought to give them a chance—not only a cl^nce but it will be doing 
bare justice to the public who have selected them. If the people’s voice 
or their selection does carry any weight with my Honourable friends 
herst then I tiiiiik the first thing they should do should be to select and 
invite Members of this House. Urftortunately, the practice has arisen 
when we see that the Commerce Department and the Education Depart¬ 
ment seem to look to somebody else. Of course, they are eminent 
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experts sometimes. But in these various committees that have beeu 
appointed—Price Control Conference, this conference and that oommitte® 
—they have made it a jioint to boycott this House. Why is that so? 
Why are they iighting shy of the people’s representatives? You have 
no right to do so. If you are really working for the rights of the people 
jou have to choose among them also. Surely, there are eminent persons 
here. we have given you ^lembers to sit on those Benches .... 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Barker (Commerce Member): Not fot 
Geological Survey! 

Mr. Hooseinbhoy A. Lalljee: Do you not think that there are people 
here who can serve on those Committees? Do you deny that in your 
own Commerce Department Advisory Committees there are people in 
this House who know much more? 

An Honourable Member: This motion has nothing to do with that. 

Mr. Hooseinbhoy A. Lalljee: I do appeal to the Treasury Benches to 
realise that it is no use trying to insult the people; they are provoking 
the people and they are not taking due care and attention to have the 
representation of this House. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta (Bombay Central Division: Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural)' Sir, this amendment must be accepted, I submit,. 

An Honourable Member: Which amendment—three or four Members? 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Even four is desirable as I shall point out, 
although T Imow that if the .Japanese come there will be no Geological 
Suryey, and if peace comes the world's materials will be divided equally 
between all races Therefore, this question is somewhat academic for 
the future, but in the present, so long as nationalist sentiment remains 
I must support this amendment. The Utilisation Branch has stolen a 
march over this House in one very important respect which I must 
bring to its notice; there is an- article called mica. This mica, accord¬ 
ing to the information I have got, is the most strategic and key material 
for the purposes of war. It is such an important thing that in the wat 
effort, particularly in the electricity, aeroplane and wireless industries, 
mica is absolutely essential Not only is it essential for those indus¬ 
tries but in other respects, particularly in the high compression motors, 
spark plugs, and other industries there is no substitute for mica. It 
is this material of which India has 76 per cent, production: India is 
in the position of a monopolist country; other countries produce little—• 
either the quality or the quantity of mica that India produces; and 
strange as it may seem, the Indian unskilled labour makes the quality 
superior—I do not know how it is, but that is the information I have 
got. Now, in regard to such an article of war and peace, u’hich is 
essential and for which there is no substitute, what is the Government 
doing about its production, distribution and sale? What is being done? 
I do not want to go into the history, but in Bihar and Madras where 
mica is mostly produced, since the War the Indian industrialist has noV 
had an opportunity. 
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The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed (Law Member); It is not correct. 

Hr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: I am speaking subject to correction. 1 
have never seen a mica mine myself and I can only speak on the 
information which I have, but I can assure you that that information is 
most authoritative You will find it very difficult to contradict it because 
-another Member of the same Bench will contradict you. 

Sir Syed Baza Ali: That is not generally done. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: He will have to. I am speaking from 
something which comes from those Benches. Therefore, let not m^ 
friend be in a hurry to contradict me. My information is based on 
papers which I can make some of the other Honourable Members of the 
Treasury Benches admit to be based on facts. Therefore, while I have 
the greatest respect for my Honourable friend, Sir Sultan Ahmed .... 

The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed: May I enquire whether the 
statement is that this industry is entirely in the hands of non-Indians? 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: No. Largely, and even now in the later 
stages it is much worse, that is what I am going to show today from 
the information which I have got. What I want to say is that up to 
1939 the sale of mica was according to ordinary channels of trade. But 
since 1940 mica is sold and exported mainly through the Supply De¬ 
partment which undertook to collect and submit to Washington, on 
behaU of the Ministry of Supply, offers of mica to form a Federal -stock 
pile. Therefore, from that date the Indian mica trader has been 
virtually dispossessed from the Industry. In 1941, at the request of the 
United States of America Government, the Supply Department nego¬ 
tiated contracts with the Metal Reserve Company of America for the 
procurement of 14,000,000 lbs of, . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I think the 
Honourable Member is going beyond the scope of this motion. 

'Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: I am telling the House that we have got 
to be very vigilant. 

Hr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): If that sort of 
speech is to be allowed, then the whole question of industrial develop¬ 
ment of this country can be debated on this motion, and the chair cannot 
allow that. This is not the occasion to go into such questions. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: I shall only sum up the points to which I 
want to invite Honourable Members’ attention, because this Utilisation 
Branch is dealing with mica. ' 

Mr. Presidsat (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): That may be, but 
It does not mean that you can go into the history of the whole question 
■of mica industry. " 
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Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: I shall bring to the notice of the Housg 
some points so that the House may vote with full knowledge that 
four members are not too many. That is my submission, and since yoa 
are pleased to think that the history of the question is not relevant, I 
shall pass on to the main proposals which affect the question very 
vitally. What is the present position? The mission has been estab¬ 
lished. It will purchase all the mica, the price of which will be settled 
without any reservation as to what the Indian will get. The wages will 
be settled without any reference to the workers’ needs. The. 
stock of mica may be exhausted during the war. I want that this 
Utilisation Branch should pay attention to the following five points. 
These points are. One is that they should keep in mind the estimated 
reserves of mica in the mines against which production is being made 
and sent abroad so that these mica reserves may not be exhausted. 
Secondly, do the Government of India propose to take steps with a view 
to the conservation of these resources for future utilisation in India and 
for their orderly and profitable marketing? Thirdly, what is the Oov- 
ernment’s policy with regard to the sale price of mica; this Mission is 
a powerful body and we do not know whom it consists of. So far as I 
can see, there is no Indian. - It is a joint product of America and the 
United Kingdom. I may be wrong, if so, please correct me, but I want 
to know who are those people who are going to buy out the whole of 
this stock of mica, such a vital element, from this country, at what 
price—I do not know how it is fixed. The man who works is an un¬ 
skilled labourer, he may be exploited for the benefit. . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim)- All those broad 
questions do not arise on this motion. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: T do not want this Committee unless these 
points are settled. . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Then the Honour¬ 
able Member can oppose the Committee. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Yes, and I shall give you the grounds. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member cannot discuss all that on a motion like this. My ruling , is 
that the Honourable Member cannot. 

Mr. Jamnadae M. Mehta: The only two points. . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member cannot go into all that. 

Mr. .Jamnadas M. Mehta: Since I am not allowed to proceed further 
I am not even justified in supporting this motion because I am so 
thoroughly ignorant and in the dark about the prospects of my coimtry 
in the matter of the mica industry, and so anxious that Indian labour may 
be exploited, I shall certainly support this amendment and afterwards 
oppose if if I am not allowed to make my submission. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: 
Muhammadan Rural): There are two points in this, namely, the merita 
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of the proposition and the representation of the Legislature on this 
Committee. As regards the merits, before the war the whole world was 
one unit and every country developed its particular industry for which 
it was best fitted. The war has however shown 'that every country 
must be self-supporting and we must now try our level best to find what 
minerals India can produce. We discussed this question in very great 
detail only two days ago in the Standing Finance Committee and I was 
satisfied that this particular Department was absolutely necessary in the 
interests of India and that also a small Committee was necessary. I 
understood from the Honourable Member that it would be a small Com¬ 
mittee of perhaps 8 to 10 experts only and I thought that the representa¬ 
tion of one member from this House was enough, but from the speech he 
has delivered the Committee is not so small as I thought it was. For 
example, taking the case of the mining associations, there are thfee, and 
each one of them has a representative. Why should you not have one 
representative for all the mining associations put together? The Federa¬ 
tion of Chambers has two. Why should it have two, why should it not 
be content with one? You have also four nominated nien.bers If there 
is only one representative of the Assembly and if he happens to be 
absent on the day the Committee meets, the Assembly will go without 
any representative at all on the Committee. 

An Honourable Member: Lot the question be now put. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That the question be now put ” 

The motion was adopted 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: I am prepared to take two. 
(Interruption.) As I said in my speech, I said that there were four seats 
for nomination. 


Dr. P. N. Baner]ea: Elected Members will not accept any nomination. 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: The question is about the total 
representation that the House should have and not the channels through 
which the representation of the House should be provided. Therefore, 
my submission is that I am prepared to have two, and one will be nomi¬ 
nated. There will altogether be three members. 

Mr. Prealdent (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; I take it that the 
suggestion of the Honourable Member is accepted. 

Several Honourable Members: No, no. 

The HonouiaMe Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: Very well, I will agree to three. 



, IIVE ASSEMBLY [SlST SepT. 1942 

330 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); I will put the first 
amendment. The question is: 

-That in the motion for the woids ‘one representative' the words 'four representa- 
tives’ be substituted." 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Now I will put 
the second amendment. The question is • 

“That in tne motion for the words ‘one representative’ the words ‘three representa¬ 
tives’ be substituted." 

The motion was adopted 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That tne Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the 
President may direct, three representatives of the Assembly to serve on the Advisory 
Committee consisted by the Government of India to advise on problems connected 
with the work of the Utilization Bianch of the Geological Survey of India.” 

Tha motion was adopted. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I may inform Hon¬ 
ourable Members that for the piiriwse of election of throe members for the 
Advisory Committee for the Utilization Branch of the Geological Survey 
of India the Notice office will be open to receive nominations 
up to 12 o’clock on Tuesday, the 22nd September, and that the 
election, if necessary, will take place on Thursday, the 24th September, 
The election which will be conducted m accordance with the principle of 
propor'aoniil lenresentation by means of the single transferable vote will be 
held in the Ass'stant Secretary’s Room betw'cen the hours of 10-30 
A.M. and 1 P.M. 


THE INDIAN COxMPANlES (SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Sarker (Commerce Member): Sir, 1 beg to 
move. 

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Companies Act, 1913, be taken into 
consideration.’’ 

The object of the Bill has been fully stated in the Statement of Objects 
and Reason.^ appended to the Bill. There is at present no separate com- 
prehinsive legislation for the banking companies. Banking companies, like 
others, are govoniecl by the Companies Act. When in 1936 the Companies 
Act was generally amended, opportunity was taken to incorporate certain 
special provisions for regulating banking also. In accordance with the 
definition laid down in this section, a banking company means a conipariy 
which carries on as its ‘principal’ business the acceptance of deposit of 
money on curieut account or otherwise, subject to withdrawal by cheque, 
draft or order notwilhstanding that it engages in addition in other forms 
of business which are specified in detail in those provisions of the Companies 
Act, and it v as also settled that the banking companies have to comply 
with certain other requirements for the protection of the depositora, namely, 
that a banking company shall not employ managing agents, it must main¬ 
tain certain cash reserve and submit certain returns, etc. These protec¬ 
tive requirements are to be complied with only by such banking companies 
as fall within the scope of the definition laid down in section 277F, thatis 
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companies whose principal business is the acceptance of deposit on current 
account arc required to comply witli the provisions of the section. J3ut if 
such business of the company did not constitute its principal business, even 
though it may use as part of its name the word ‘banking’, ‘banker’ or 
‘bank , the company was not required to comply witli the provisions laid 
down in the Act. ' 

It was brought to the notice of the Central Government that a large 
number of smaller institutions styled themselves as banks and were carrying 
on banking business while successfillly evading compliance with the provi¬ 
sions of the law legarding submission of returns to the Reserve Bank or 
mairitninmg statutory balances. While the depositors witli such institu¬ 
tions are not yuotecled by the existing provisions of the Iqw, the activities 
of such institutions tend to undermine the strength of the banking structure 
as wed as the banking development of the country. The result has been that 
out of a totil of 1421 cqucerns which may be considered to. be non-scheduled 
banks operating in Jiidia only about 672 are reported to be providing the 
returns or rnamtainin;, the cash balances required by the law So, 746 
of such coiiquinies claim for one reason or another that they (Jo not fah 
within the delhiifion of banking companies and tins contention has in 
several eases been upheld by the courts. The Registrars of Joint Slock 
Companies have found it difficult to decide in practice whether a parti¬ 
cular institution carried on banking as its iirincipal business, or whether 
it fell within the' scope of the definition of a banking company. Pending 
anv eunipreJicnsive banking legislation, it lias been thought necessary that 
compai'i 's using the word ‘bank’, ‘banker’ or ‘banking’ as a part of their 
name shall bo made to comply with the juovisions relating to banking ci.Jm- 
pariies iiri’sjiective of the consideration whether the acceptance of money 
on deposit on current account forms its principal business or not, ind 
clause 2 of the Bill h intended to achieve this object. In order, ImweNcr, 
to allow soini' time to such companies us may like to omit the word 
‘bunk’, ‘banker’ or ‘banking’ as a part of their name—to make it clear 
to depositors that the.\ are not banking conipanies,—it is proposed that the 
new definition should not bo brought into force without giAmg adequate 
time to such companies to decide their course cf action 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) Motion moved: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Companies Act, 1913, he taken into 
consideration ’’ 

Dr. P. N. ^Banerjea (Calcutta Suburbs: Non-Muhammadan Urban): 1 
have full sympathy with the objects of this Bill but there are two diffi¬ 
culties whicn confront my acceptance of this measure in the form in 
which it stand.s at the present moment. I find that it is suggested that a 
provisj be added to section 277F and the form in which the proviso is 
sought to bo added contradicts the very wording of the section itself 
Nowq when a proviso is added to a section, it is generally the case that the 
proviso qualities the Act and does not entirely conflict with it. How does 
the section run ? Section 277T’ runs thus: 

"A banking company means a company which carries on as its principal business 
the accenting of deposits of money on current account or otherwise ’’ 

The wording of thi.s proviso is this': ' 

“Provided that -any Company which uses as part of the name under which it 
carries on business the word ‘bank’, ‘banker’ or ‘banking’ shall be deemed to be 
a banking company notwithstanding that the accepting of deposits of money on current 
account, etc., is not the principal business of the company.” 
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So, tho proviso directly contradicts the main provision of the section. 
I think, therefore, ihat better phraseology should be adopted. Further, 1 
am told that this raatter was circulated to the Provincial Governments 
and to commercial bodies and that the Provincial Governments have accept¬ 
ed 10 and that an overwhelming majority of commercial bodies have sup¬ 
ported these proposals. 

Now, these papers have not been placed before us. If these papers, 
had been placed before us, we would nave been in a position to support 
this Bill fully. It is possible that these commercial bodies, which very 
often represent the- larger concerns, may have no objection. The smaller 
concerns may feel aggrieved. Therefore, I want to see what the opinions 
of these commercial bodies actually are. In view of all these thing!?, 1 
would request tho Honourable Member-in-charge to refer this matter to a 
Select Coommitteo which may consider the wording of the Bill and which 
may also give us some time to consult the general public. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Is there any amend¬ 
ment to that effect? 


Dr. P. N. Banerjea: There is no amendment, but if the Honourable 
Member and the Leaders of other Parties agree, Ihe amendment can be 
put forward immediately. If there is any substance in what I have said, 
there w ill be no difficulty in this matter. I appeal to the Honourable the 
Law Member to support me whether I am right in my contention or not. 


The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed (Law Member): Sir, as reference 
has been made to me, I must get up and e.xamine the validity of the inter- 
pretatinn put by my Honourable friend so far as this proviso is conceined. 
As far as I can see, and the matter seems to be quite clear, the amendment 
does not seek to negative the mam section 277F at all. It only adds a 
few things which would not come within the definition of a banking com¬ 
pany withm tho meaning of section 277F except by the proviso which we 
have put in There is no question of negativing anything, but we have 
described other things which may be deemed to be banking companies 
within the meaning of section 277. ^ 


Babu Baijnath Bajoria (Marwari Association; Indian Commerce): 
Sir, while I support this motion moved by the Commerce Member, t feel 
that it is a half-hearted measure. We were promised a full Bankino Act 
before and I also understand that some progress was made to introduce 
^cli legislation. But I do not know why we have not heard about that 
Banking Bill for some time. It is a matter of common knowledge that 
Sir Nripendra Sarkar, the previous Law Member, after he had finished 
with the Companies Bill and the Insurance Bill^ had every intention of 
having h Banking Bill as well. The banking law at the present moment 
is in a very unsalntary condition. There are many evasions by the 
mushroom banks—I call the sma[l banks by that name—wliich^are banks 
only in name. They have got very little capital and it is these banks 
which defraud the unwary people. This amendment, I think, will go some 
way in checking that. Still, I do think it ig high time that we should have 
a comprehensive banking legislation so that these mushrootn banks may 
be weeded out. By ‘mushroom banks’ I do not mean that only big banks 



m 


THB INDIAN COMPANIES (SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL 

should exist and the smaller banks should not. What I mean is that the 
smaller banks which exist at present must be on a sound financial footing. 
That is the main criterion. At the present moment, wljat we ^nd in a 
big city like Calcutta is that there are numerous baViks, almost fn every 
street, which crll themselves as banks. I think nobody in this House will 
suppo.'t those bunks which have not got financial stability behind them. 

On this motion, I do not think it is necessary to speak at lengtn on 
banking legislation, generally, but I think that the Honourable the Com¬ 
merce Member, who is a commercial man himself and who knows much 
about banking also, should undertake this legislation' and bring it into 
shape at a 1 early date With these few words I support the motion. 


Mr. Muhammad Nauman (Patna and Chota Nagpur cum Orissa; Mu¬ 
hammadan) : Sir, 1 have full sympathy with, this measure and I appreciate 
the anxiety of the Government to rope in those people who are carrying 
on business under some garb and who try to avoid those legalities which 
the banks have to undergo under the scheduled schepne. I am fully con¬ 
vinced that this is not contrary to section 277F after the able elucidation 
by the Honourable the Law Member, but what I would like to know is 
whether this legislation also ropes in those firms and those financier.s who 
mu/ be doing some sort of banking by advancing money on the stocks in 
commercial towms like Calcutta or in the mofussil. As the Honourable- 
Member-in-cbarge happens to know more of business than many other 
people ca I claim to, he is the best man to enlighten this House whether 
such people as hold stocks or advance money on the stocks as financiers 
will come under this category or not. I feel that probably they won’t 
because the word bank’ has a necessary ijom.pliment. If that is the ideo, 
I have no objection and I am absolutely in full sympathy with the amend 
ment that the Honourable Member has proposed to the Company Act of 
1939. 


The Honourable Mr. H. R. Sarker: Sir, I am sorry I have not been able 
to accept Dr. Bunerjea’s suggestion that the Bill may be referred to a 
Select Committee. He mentioned two jioints. Regarding the legal point, 
my Honoiu-able friend, the Law Member, has already given a reply. I 
would bring to the notice of Dr. Banerjea that section 277-G involves- 
exactly the ^ame principle as I have enunciated in this Bill. So, it is not 
contradictory but it is restrictive. With regard to the opinion of the com¬ 
mercial community, he said that big organisations like the Federation of 
Indiii Chambem of Commerce, and the Bengal Chamber of Commerce 
mav not take the affairs of the small banks into consideration. But I 
would read to him the opinibn of the organisation of the small banks ms 
Calcutta whosi President is Dr. N. Law, whom Dr. Banerjea knows so 
well. He says: 


“Mv Conunitt«e are Already aware of the fact that a large number of smaller- 
ihatitations style themselves as banks and' are carrying on banking business while 
successfully evading compliance with the provisions of the law regarding the suibmiasioik 
of retorns to Reserve Bank or maintaining the statutory cash 'balances. My Committee- 
have therefore no hesitation in welcoming the QoVemment proposal to amend sectiom 
277t’ of the Act by the insAriion of the said explanation." 



354 legislative assembly [21st Sept. 1942 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim); The (joeslioii is: 

"That the Bill further to amend the Indian Companies Act, 1913, be taken into 
•consideration ” 

- The motion v/as tidopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Sarker: Sir, I move: 

"That the Bill be passed.” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); The question is; 

"That the Bill bo passed.” 

The motion was adopted 

THE CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE (AMENDME>JT) BILI., 

The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed (Law Member); Sir, 1 move. 

"That the Bill further to amend the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, be taken into 
•consideration ” 

Sir, the Uouse will be pleased to observe from the Statenieiit of Objects 
and Reasons that the Bill prc.poses the amendment of the Code of C;ivil 
Procedure so as to uuthoiise ci\u courts to add the Ooverninent as a party 
in suits in which the con.stitulional issue may be involved Jn a case which 
came up beiore tiie hVdc-ral Couit, the Chief Justice doubted the position 
that the Provincial G(;vernnients might be made a party in such suits 
-and he also observed that Ih ; matter “might well engage tlie attention 
of the Central Legislature’’, for if those doubts were justified, “private 
•persons could by a private settlement of their dispute, or even by collusion, 
prevent a Provmeial Government from obtaining a decision of the Federal 
Court on issues of the highest iniportan.ee’’. When these observations 
were made, the ever vigilant Dr. Banerjea, our Honourable colleague in 
this House, at once brought the matter in the form of a Bill iu this House 
'last November and the Bill that he introduced meant to provide for two 
matters, firstly, for empowering the Federal Court to delegate to llie 
Registrar or any other Officer of the Court quasi-judicial and" nou-judicial 
duties and tjje other amendment related to the Order of the Civil Procedure 
Code as was suggested by thy Chief Justice of the Federal Court. On an 
examination of these two amendments, we were satisfied that there was a 
necessity for both these amendments. But w'e suggested at the time 
that there must b-* two separate Bills for the purpose of these two provi¬ 
sions becaus'* ihey did not seem to be holding together properly. Ibis 
suggestion w. s accepted by my Honourable friend. Dr. Banerjea, and 
he proceeded with the first part in his Bill which was passed into an 
Act by this Assembly. At that, time, I gave an undertaking that I will 
bring forward before this House another Bill with respect Lo the second 
part of that Bill and that is the reason why it has beep brought forward 
'HOW. The necessity for such an amendment was pointed out Ly the Chief 
-Justice of the Federal Court and it is obvious that in matters which in* 
volve constitutional issueg, it is absolutely necessary, if the Court thought 
it proper, to make the .Province a party. I, therefore, move the considera- 
ition of this Bill. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): Motion ino\ed. 

"That the Bill further to amend the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, be taken into 
coneideration." 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea (CalcuUa Suburbs: Non-Mubammadan rrbau). Sir, 

I thank the Honourable tne Law Member for the observations whicii he 
has made with regard to niysell. I am glad that he has taken the eailiest 
opportunity to place th's measure before the .House. As a matter of fact 
this Bill has-been appropriated by the Government, and it has not only lieen 
appropriated, but it has considerably been improved in form and, for that 
also, I thank the Honourable the Law Member. His attitude, in this- 
connection, is one which T cannot too strongly commend to this House. 

I hope the example set by him will be emulated by his colleagues If 
the Government are prepared tc accept what we give them, we, on our 
part, will alw'ya be prepared to accept what they wish to g ve us. 

As for the merits of the Bill, the Honourable the Law Member 
pointed out that this is an important measure. It seeks to pre\ent 
private parties by collusion Iropi bringing before the Federal Court umtters 
of the highest importance Ti that extent, it is a very important measure 
and I hope il will receive the full assent of this Assembly. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The que.-Lon ie: 

"That the Bill further to amend the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, be taken into 
consideration." 

The mcftiou was adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed: Sir, I move: 

"That the Bill be passed.” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The question is* 

"That the Bill be passed.” 

The motion was adopted. 

THE CODE OF CIVIL PBOCEDUBE (SECOND AMENDMENT; BILL. 

The Honourable Sir SuUan Ahmed (Law Member); Sir, I move- 

"That the Bill further to amend the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, (Second Amend¬ 
ment) be taken into consideration.” 

Sir, the proposed amendment of the Act is to provide for the recovery 
of court fees* in pauper suits as arrears of land r-evenue where the suit 
abates by rearen of the death of the sole plaintiff or one ot several co- 
plaintiffs. The House will be pleased to observe that the Siatement pi 
Objects and Beasons clearly giver the position as to why these amendments 
have been put forward. There is a dear lacuna that where the suit abates 
by reason cf^the death of the sole plaintiff or one of several co-plaintiffs, 
therp'is no provision to recover court fees as you find under the provision 
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of Rule 11. Thiii* is the reason why we felt that it was essential to bring 
the matter in the form of a Bill before the House. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); Motion moved- 

“That the Bill further to amend the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, {Second 
Amendment), be taken into consideration.” 

Mr, Lalchand Navalrai (Sind; Non-Muhammadan Rural); Sir, in sujji^ort- 
ing this Bill, I find some difficulty; No doubt the object of the Bill is to 
recover court fees in a case where a suit abates by the death of the plain¬ 
tiff or one of several co-plaintiffs. I quite understand the anxiety of the 
Government to recover court fees in that ease, but then it should be 
considered that while the Madras High Court says that there is no provi¬ 
sion of this nature and that provision should be enacted, it has not consi¬ 
dered the point that I am going to place before the House. I do admit 
that Rule 11 of Order XXXIJl does not provide for the recovery of court 
fees in the case where the suit abates on account of the death of the sole 
plaintiff because it says; 

“Where tlie plaintiff fails m the suit or is dispaupered or ^here the suit is with¬ 
drawn or dismissed.” 

Now, therefore, in the absence of that, this Rule 11-A is sought to be 
enacted. Buc my difficulty is this. The recovery of the fees is when the 
plaintiff has been held to be pauper and the suit has gone on and if he 
succeeds m the suit, then he has to pay the court fee. And the second 
time when ha is to pay his court fee is when his suit fails. 

Now, Sir, I submit tiiat if 8 similar provision is made that in case of 
abatement of the i.uit by tlie plaintiff’s death the court fee will be recover¬ 
ed from the estate of tlie deceased plaintiff, there will arise many cases 
where the phiintiff who has died and whose suit has abated has still time 
to make an appeal, because in these cases of paupers, if a decision has 
been niiide with regard to court fees against him, he has got a right 
to appeal in that case. Now, he has no chance of appealing at all; he died 
before any appeal was made. In that case it will not be right, it ivill not 
be reasonable to recover court fees from him. 

It seems to me that in such (^es no provision has formerly been made 
and I do not think the Madras Bigh Court has considered Ihis point. I 
will put it like this It may be said that there is no appeal for the pauper 
with regard to court fees. Now, I submit that formerly that was the law, 
namely, that there was no appeal, but" subsequently the rule for appeal 
has been made, and, therefore, if the suit has abated by death then I 
submit that no court fe^ig should be levied in that case. If any authorfty 
is needed for the purpose of supporting my submission with regard to 
appeal, I refer you. Sir, to page 1051 of the Civil Procedure Code, by 
Mulla, wherein it is laid down that: 

“Questions arising between the Government and any party to the suit under the 
rule would be questions relating to the execution, discharge and satisfaction of a 
decree within ttes meaning of section 47,"— 

and it is provided by rule 13; 

“that they should be deemed to be questions arising’ between the parties to the 
«uii within the meaning of section 47.** 
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It follows that un order deciding any question is valid as a decree under 
the Civil Procedure Code, 1882. It was held by the High Courts of 
Bombay and Madras that the Government not being a party to the suit 
such questions could not be said to be questions arising between parties to 
the suit within the meaning of section 47 and that the orders ileternuihng 
such questions were not appealable as decrees. On the other ha'^d the 
High Court of Allahabad held that such orders were appealable. Role 13, 
which is new, sets the conflict at rest, by providing that the Government 
is a party to the suit and the Government shall be deemed to be a party 
to the suit tor that purpose. 

Now, we find rule 13 clearly saying: 

"All matters arising between the Provincial Government and any party to the 
auit under rule 10, rule 11 or rule 12 shall be deemed to be questions arising between 
the parties to the suit within the meaning of section 47.” ^ 

I submit, therefore, that when the suit abates on account of the plain¬ 
tiff’s death or the death of the co-plaintiff and he has had no opportunity 
to appeal no court fee should be levied. Therefore, it cannot bo said that 
in all cases of abatement the court fee will be recovered. Under the 
circumstances 1 think that this Bill should not be given any support by this 
House. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali (Luckijow and Fyzabad Divisions Muham- , 
madan Rural) Sir, to me this enactment seems to be a very harsh one 
for the object in view. This Bill, if passed, would mean that if the suit 
abates by reason of the death of the' plaintiff, the Court shall order (hat 
the amount of court fees which would have been paid by the plaintiff, if 
he had not been permitted to sue as a pauper, shall be recoverable from bis 
heirs; that is, his sons are to be held liable to pay for the faults of his 
father. Sir? the intentiou of the provision in the Civil Procedure Code in 
regard to a suit by a pauper is not like that. Under the Civil Procedure 
Code a man is lirst of all judged by the court as pauper, that is, a person 
who is not capable of paying the court fee which would be adjudged when 
the suit finishes. Here the provision says that it will be realized as 
‘arrear of land revenue’, which assumes that he has some pn.perty for 
paying land revenue. If he has not, then it means that his children should 
be taxed for the faults of h»s father and for the fault of the Court who 
held Tiim as a pauper. Sir, I submit that it is a very stringent and hard 
rule which this IPouse is being asked to back. Sir, it is a well known fact 
how the land revenue is realized from people. They are treated very 
severely and very harshly by the Tehsildars and by the Magistrates who are 
in charge of execution of these decrees. Sir, to treat the son or the heir 
of a pauper who had no voice in the declaration of the court lilco that, 
would be veiy harsh and unjustifiable. I, therefore, oppose tnis Dill 

- The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed: Sir, the objection raised by my 
friend, Mr. Azhar Ali, shows that he has not done us the courtesy of having 
read the proposal at all. He says that it would be very hard to proceed 
against’the heir of the deceased pauper and it would be awful if he is 
sent to prison and what not. As a matter of fact the amendment does not 
seek to do anything of the kind. (Intorruptnm). 

HbC, yuli iwin mi AvIMtr AU: You have said “by reason of death". 
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The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed: What the amendment says is this: 

“Wheie the suit abates by reason of the death of the plaintiff or of any person 
added as a co-plaintiff the Court shall order that the amount of court-fees which 
would hav.i been paid by the plaintiff if he had not been permitted tO sue as a 
pauper shall be recoverable by the Provincial Government from the estate of the 
Jece<ased plaintiff.” 

If there ih no estate, it will not bo proceeded against. 1 do net l:now 
why my learned friend came to this conclusion that his son and heir will 
be proceeded agauisl and sent to jail and so on. If there is no estate left 
by the deceased, the question is at an end. . . 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar All: If the estate is not there, then the word 
‘land revenue is in conflict 

The Honourable Sir Suitan Ahmed: That is the procedure—as to how 
it should be reali>ed from Uie estate; if there is no estate, there is no 
personal liability. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Mtiy I draw the Honourable Member’s attention 
to rule 14—m the end tho Honourable Member will se!e the woids “recover 
the amount of court-fees specilied therein from the person or pioperty liable 
for the paynient as if it were an arrear of land revenue’’. How can that be? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The Honourable 
Member has made one apoecli already. 

The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed: 1 respectfully submit that my 
Honourable friend, Mr. x\zhar Ah, has misread the section wholly. Now, 
as regards the objection taken by my friend, Mr. Lalchand Navalrai, the 
position is peifectly clear from the section itself If you will kindly read 
rules 10 and 11, you ^^ill find that tho costs are payable by the pauper 
where he succeeds, just as he would have to pay if he had nob been per¬ 
mitted to sue a.s a pauper The next is rule 11—the procedure where the 
pauper fails. Where the plaintiff fails in the suit or is dispaupered or 
where the suit is withdrawn oi dismissed because of certain causes or 
because the plaintiff does not appear when the suit is called on for hearing, 
the court shall order the plaintiff or any person added as a co plaintiff to 
the suit, to pay the court fees which would have been paid by the plaintiff 
if he had not been permitted to sue as a pauper. If ho dies and if the 
right to sue survives--that is essential of course—then there is no reason 
why he should not prosecute the suit; or if there is an app'^ul where an 
appeal is provided for, he can come m on the record and then proceed. . . 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: But if he has no heirs? 

The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed; Then the question does not arise. 
Why are you anxious about somebody who does not exist in this world? 
There must be a person holding the property; there must be some repre¬ 
sentative; if there is none, the question dOes not arise, the estate will be 
escheated. I have not been able to understand the objection. Tf the right 
to sue survives to any one, then in that case he can proceed with the suit 
or bo can file an appeal. The moment he does that he, is liable just as 
his predecessor has been; but if he does not choose to do that in spite of 
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the opportunities that the law gives him, then the estate wliidi luay be in 
his hands coming from his I'redecessor is liable, just m the scune way a-> 
the predecessor himself would have been liable if the suit laid f-nled or 
been withdrpwn 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: The Honourable Member has not uaswered i'i> 
question; that is, that in case where there is a descendant and heir . . 

Mr. President (The Honouruble Sir Abdur Rahim); The ! funonrabU. 
Member cainiol go on inakiii' fitsh speeches. 

The question is 

“That the Bill further to amend the (.’ode of Civil Proeedure, 1908 (Second Amend¬ 
ment) bo taken into coni^rdeiation ” 

The motion was adopted 
Clause J was addl'd to the Bill 
Clause I was added to the Bill 
The Title and the 3’reanible were added to the Bill 
The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed: Sir, T move 
“That (he Bill be passed ” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) The question is 
“That the Bill be passed ” 

T^p rnoLiou was adopted 

'rilE REVEALINti AN1> AMENDING BILL 

The Honourable Sir Saltan Ahmed (Law Member)- Sir, I move: 

“That the Bill to lepeal ceit.iin enactments and to amend certain other eiiart- 
ments bo taken into consideration ” 

This is H very haunless Bill and it does not do anything siibslcintive, 
ii only remoies from the Sl.iintt-book ce’-tain Acts or portions of Acts 
which ha\e become absolutely inoperative and are not in torce, and to 
correct small errors here and there. I see an amendment has been tabled 
in the name of Mauhi Muhammad Abdul Ghani—I am afraul it is perliaps 
due to .some misconception of the position. There is ab.solut. ly no attempt 
here to make any change in any substantive law at all and 1 do not know 
whether he is going to move the amendment or not. Sir, I move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Motion moved 

“That the Bill to repeal certain enactments and to amend certain other enait 
menta be taken into consideration ” 

Maulvi Muhammed Abdul Ghani (Tirhut Division: Muhammadan): 
Sir, I beg to move: 

‘ That the Bill be circul.'iteil toi the purpose of eliciting (ipimou ilii ieoM 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); T cannot follow ihe 
Honourable Member. Will he speak up ? 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ohani: I beg to move- 

the Bill be circulated tor the pm-pose of eln-itiuc: opinion thereon by the 
-of January, 1943.” 
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[l^ulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani.] 

Tiic long list of Acte to be repealed contains something like a hundred 
Acts and wo have had very little opportunity to see these Acts. Besides, 
the Statement of Objects and lieasous says that the Bill is intended to 
remove from the Statute-book certain Acts or portions of Acts wiiich have 
either ceased to have effect or ceased to be in force. Sir, I am a layman. 
I think if the words in the Statement of Objacts and Reasons mean tliat 
there will not be printed separately the various Acts passed as they have 
already bega incorporated into the original Acts and they will continue to 
give effect or to be in force, then it la all right but the wording of the State¬ 
ment does not in my opinion carry such sense. The Statement further 
says that the Bill intends to correct small errors detected in the Acts. 
This doe.s not mean that there are any new additions. If you refer to the 
list of enactments going to' be repealed, you find that, for instance, in 
item 2 on page 8 of the Bill, m the Insurance Act, 1938, the word ‘inspec¬ 
tion’ is going to be substituted by the word ‘investigation’. I do not think 
that the word ‘inspection’ carries the same legal sense as the word ‘investi¬ 
gation’, Secondly, in sub-section (3) of section 82, for the words, brackets 
and figure. 

The Honoiuable Sir Sultan Ahmed: I’lease speak up. We cannot hear 
at all. 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: In the Insurance Act, 1938, tne 
^second part—in sub-section (3) of section 82, for the uords, brackets and 
figure “sub-section (1) of this sub-section’’ the words, brackets and figure 
“sub-secti-'.ii (1) of this section’’ shall be substituted. That is a new addi¬ 
tion and change of substance. Again, in the Calcutta Port Act, 1890, 
you have, in section 5, for clauses (v) and (vii) the following clauses shall 
be substituted, respectively, namely: 

*‘(v) The General Manager, Bengal and Aesam Railway, ex-officio ”; 

"The Principal Officer, Mercantile Maiine”. . . . 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): What is the good 
of reading all this? 1 do not know what the Honourable Member’s argu¬ 
ment is. 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: 1 do not quite follow you, Sir. It 
struck me that these are all new' additions and not merely correcting 
erro.’S, and that they should have been dgne by separate amending Bills. 
With these ^ords, I move my motion. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); Motion moved: 

“That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
3l6t of January, 1943.” 

Mr, Lalchand Navalrai (Sind- Non-Muhammadan Rural): I will draw 
the attention of the House to the fact that there are no explanatory notes 
showing fully why these Acta are being taken out of the Statute-book. In 
all Bills clauses are given and explanations are made why they have been 
put down. But here I find that there are so many Acts which are going to 
be repealed, some poitions are to be amended, and some deleted from the 
Statute-book. Still I find not explanation has been given to us, and not 
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sufficient niateriala placed before us. If certain Acts are obsolete and they 
are removed, one can understand, but that is not so here. In the First 
Schedule it is said: 

“The enactments, or portions of enactments, which are dealt with in the First 
Schedule are either ‘spent' or are of a purely amending nature and by virtue of 
section 6A of the General Clauses Act, can now be removed from the Statute- 
book.” 

So far as it says that the^ arc of an amending nature, it should have 
been explained why they are going to be removed completely. The second 
schedule is actually supplying certain supplementary amendments and 
certain words are going to be changed. At any rate the House should 
have sufficient materials before them to judge for themselves if these 
amendments that are going to be made are merely verbal ^amendments. 
What,I submit is tnet these notes should have been copious and should 
give us an id'-a with regard to each Act why that Act should be removed 
and sc on To say merely that 48 Acts are going to be removed from the 
Stdtutt-book is not enough. If they have all become obsolete and so are 
going to be removed» that is another matter, but that is not the case here 
On the la?t occasion also when a Bill like this wtfs presented to this House, 
the same comment, the same remarks were made in the House in order 
to show that the notes should be more copious so that w,e might have an 
idea. To have a number of Acts removed in this one Bill is objectionable. 

The Honourable Sir Saltan Ahmed: So far as Mr. Abdul Ghani's objec¬ 
tions are concerned, I had the greatest difficulty in hearing him clearly, 
except in regard to one thing when he referred to page 8 with reference to 
the Insuran. e Act. He pointed out that a substantive change had been 
made because of the change of the word ‘inspection’ in sub-section (4) of 
section 83 into ‘investigation’. The reason why this was done was that 
worn wa? not used there and the marginal note merely conforms to it. I 
have not followed the other points made by my Honourable friend. As 
regards Mr Lalchand Navalrai’s objectibn, I do not think there is any 
validity in that at all. As regards the First Schedule, clause 2 of the Bill 
says. 

“The enactments specified in the First Schedule are hereby repealed to the extent 
mentioned m the fourth column thereof.” 

Ttie short title of the Act, and what has been repealed are mentioned 
everywhere and that is the usual thing that is done in such repealing and 
amending enactments. There is absolutely nowhere in this Bill any idea 
of making any substantive change in any Act at all. Tt is only to correct 
errors or to remove from the Statute-book certain Acts or portions of Acts 
which have ceased to have effect or which are not in force. I submit 
that the Bill as it ecands is quite good and is not open to any objection 
rtfc fiU. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): The question is; 

“That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
3l8l of January, 1943.” 

The motion was negatived ' 

Maulvi 'Muhammad Abdul Ohani: I am not moving any of my other* 
amendments. 
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Mr. President (Tjio Honourable Sir Abdur Eahun): The question is: 
“Tlidt iJie Bill to iqiLdl ceiiaia on.ictnients and to amend cei'tain other enact- 
mpiith be taken into consideration.” 

motion i\a '5 adopted. 

Clause,! 2, 3 and d I'ero added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 wis added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Pieamble were added to I he Bill. 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: What baiipeiis to the Schedules ’ 

Mr, President (Tm- Honourable Sir Abdur Ibdiiinj Tliej art; covered by 
elau<;('N 2 and B of the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahirted: Sir, I move 

‘‘That lh( Bill be passed ” 

Mr. President (llte Honourable Sir Abdur Bahlin) • The question is • 
‘‘That the Bill be passed.” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned till I'lleven of the Clock on Tueisday, the 
22nd September, 1942.- 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Tuesday, 22nd September, 1942. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House 
at Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahiiu) 
in the Chair. 


STAERED QUESTIONS AND- ANSWERS. 

(a) Oral Answers 

Subjecting of the Old Oudh and Rohilkhund Railway Staff to 

FUBTHEB Examination on Transfer to East Indian Railway. 

126. ’*Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: (a) Will the Honourable Meiribcr for 
Railways please refer to the reply given to unstarred question No 4, 
asked on the 11th February, 1942, and the promised information given on 
the 27th February, 1942, in regard to the subjecting of certain exempted 
staff to furtiior examinations on East Indian Railway, and state: 

(i) the dates from which the terms “Goods Accounts Examination 

(Lower)" and “Goods Accounts Examination (Higher)’’ 
1 ave been introduced and brought into operation respectively; 
and 

(ii) the particulars of the staff who are promoted to upper subordi- 

nate posts and are required to pass the Goods Accounts 
Examination (Higher) but have not paSsed the examination 
and are conhrmed in those posts after the date when the 
examination was introduced? 

(b) Is it or is it not a fact that in the old Oudh and Rohilkhund Rail¬ 
way the Goods Examination was considered to be the standard examina¬ 
tion for the staff to be promoted to upper subordinate posts? 

(c) What arc the reasons for subjecting the staff of the old Oudh and 
Roliilkhund Jiailway to a further examination on their transfer to the 
East Indian Railway system? 


The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) (i). In May, 1928. 

(a) (ii). I regret that I cannot undertake to secure the information the 
collection of which “will involve an amount of labour and time unjustifiable 
under present war conditions. 

(b) So far as my information goes, the reply is in the affirmative. 

(c) 1 would refer the Honourable Member to the information laid on 
the table of the House in reply to part (a) of Maulvi Syed Murtuza,Sahib 
Bahadur’s unstarred question No. 4 asked on the 11th February, 1942. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali; Will the Honourable Member kindly say 
what were the subjects prescribed for the coaching and goods examinations 
Tespcctively by the old Oudh and Rohilkhund Railway and what are the 
8uhjo.}ts prescribed for lower and higher Goods Accounts Examinations? 


The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall; I would like to have notice 
-of that question. 


( m ) 



364 lkoislative assembly [22sd Sbpt. 194^ 

Re-bmploymknt ok Mk. a. J. Doran as Superintendent (Oommeroial)^ 
Moradabad Division. 

126. *Mr. Muhammad Azhar All: (a) Will the Honourable Member fot 
Railways please refer to the reply given to unstarred question No. 36. 
asked on the 0th March. 1042, regarding the re-employed' staff on the 
East Indian Railway, and state if it is or it is not a fact that one Mr. 

A J. Doran has been re-otnployed as a Superintendent, Comtnercitil. 
Moradabad Division, from September 1940 or 1941, on the old scales of 
pay:> 

(b) Is it or is it not a fact that the said Mr. Doran was adjudged by 
the Se.ssions Judge, Patna, as an inefficient, unprofitable and mal- 
admmistrative Officer i:i the defamation case brought by him against the 
Editor, Printer and Publi'shiT of an English Paper, namely, Mazdoor, in 
1935 or 1936 •.» 

(c) Is it or 16 it not a fact that Government financed h ni w'th a sum 
of Rs. Ilf.000 (ten thousand) approximately for the .said eii.se 

(d) Is it or IS it not a fact that the said sum as a rule is reco\crable 
from him as he failed to succeed in the ease*’ 

(e) W'hat are the reasons for re-employmg a person who was adjudged 
by a court of law as a mal-administrutor? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) Mr Doran was not re¬ 
employed but was recalled from leave. 

(b) No, it 18 not a fact. 

(c) Yes, it 18 a fact. 

(d) No, it is not a fact. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali : Is it or is it not a fact that persons appointed 
or re-appointed, other than those brought under reduction due to economy 
ciimpaign 1931, after 15th July, 1934, are paid the new scales of pay 
1934?; 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall; I do not think that arises out of 
this question and in any case I should require notice of it. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Is it or is it not a fact that the staff 
employed under the crew system of ticket checking and collecting on the . 
East indicin Railway and discharged on re-organisation of the system were 
re-appointed after 15th July, 1934, and are paid new scales of pay 1934? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I do not think that arises cut 

of the question,.either. 

Preponderance of Hindus in Rates Section, Commercial Branch, North 
Western Railway Headquarters Office. 

tl27. ^‘Mr. H. M. Abdullah: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways please state if it is a fact tW in the Rates Section of the Commer¬ 
cial Branch of the North Western Railway Headquarters Office, all Officers. 
Head Clerks and Inspectors are Hindus? 


tAuwer to this question Uid on the tabl*. the questioner being absent. 
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(b) Is the Honourable Member prepared to consider the desirability of 
posting Muslim Officers, Head Clerks and Inspectors to this Section to 
break this monopoly of the Hinduu? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) No, it is not a fact. 

(b) Does not arise, but I may add that promotions are not made on 
communal considerations and Muslim officers are at present few in number. 

Filuno of cebtain Vacancies in Peesonnel Bbanch, Nobth Westben 
Railway Hbadqtjaetees Office, besultino in Supbesession of 
Muslims, 

H28. '^Mr. H. M. Abdullah: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways please state if it is a fact that four vacancies in grade III of 
the Personnel Branch of the North Western Railway Headquarters Office 
fell vacant? 

(bl Is it 0 . face that two vacanices were filled with senior men but the 
other two, which were to go to Muslims, were not filled? 

(c) Is it a fact that the claims of the senior Muslims were overlooked 
and on3 of ilie vacancies was given to the junior-most Hindu of class I 
ard the other was given to a junior Sikh who has been working in this 
Branch for the last nine months? 

(d) Is it n fact that the senior Muslims who were superseded appealed 
against these orders but no reply has been given to them up to now? 

(e) Will the Honourable Member say what action he proposes to taki» 
to stop undue supersession of Muslims by non-Muslims? 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU: (a) The Honourable Member has 
not specified the period to which he is referring, but I am informed that four 
vacancies in Grade III of clerks in the Personnel Branch of the Head¬ 
quarters Office of the North Western Railway occurred in the first quarter 
of this year. ' 

(b) The reply to the first part is in the affirmative, one by a Hindu and 
oue by a Muslim; as regards the second part, I am informed that two 
junior clerks familiar with the work were appointed to officiate in the two 
vacancies. 

(c) As I have stated in the reply to part (b), the posts have been filled 
in an officiating capacity. The two senior Muslims were also subsequently 
appointed to officiate in other Grade III posts. 

(d) I understand that one of the Muslims appealed; he has. as I have 
said, been appointed to officiate in grade III. 

(e) I do not consider any special action is called for, as I do not believe 
that the facts are as Mated by the Honourable Member. 

CONFIEMAION OF OBETAIN ELECTRICAL SUBOEDINATE» AS ASSISTANT ChAEGK- 
MEN ON North Western Railway resulting in Supersession of 
Muslims. 

1129. ^Mr. E. M. Abdpllab: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways pbase state if it is a fact that certain Electrical subordinates ot 
the North Western Railway were confirm ed as Assistant Chargemen, with 

tAiuwer to this qupstion laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 
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effect froi.. 14th February, 1941, 15th February, 1941, 16th February, 
1941, 17th February, 194i. 18th February, 1941 and 19th February, 1941? 

(b) Is il & fact that tins has resulted in the supersession of a senior 
-Muslim? If so, why"' 

(c) Is it a fact that certain others were confirmed as Assistant Charge- 
men, with effect from 2flrd June, 1941 and 25th June, 1941 and.placed on 
/)robation from 2f)th June, 1941 and 27th June, 1941? 

(d) Js it a fact that as a result certain comparatively senior Muslims 
lave be ill superseded? If so, how many and why? 

(e) Are confirmations m such appointments being made by seniority 
or by merit? 

(f) Is it a fact that a non-Mushm obtained onl\ 62^ per cent, of marks 
m 1964 but was confirmed according to seniority although others—Muslims 
—aijpcaring m the same examination- had obtained as much as 96 per 
cant, of marks? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Eenthall: (a) Yes. 

(b) The promotions resulted in the supersession of two Musi'ms, one 
Hindu and one Sikh who were not then considered fit for confirmation. 

(c) Yes, some were coniirmed and others placed on probation on the 
dates indicated. 

(d; Yes. four Muslims including the two referred to in the reply to part 
(b) and lor the same reason. 

(e) Seniority among those declared fit for confirmation. 

(f) The non-Muslim obtained OH per cent, and two Muslims obtemed 
99 and 61 pei cent. The non-Muslim was confirmed first as being senior 
among the three all of whom were declared fit for confirmation. The 
other two w-ere confirmed subsequently. 

Trattio Inspectors in Headquarters Oepioe of North Western Railway. 

U30. H. M. Abdullah: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways please state the total number, communal composition and order 
of seniority of Traffic Inspectors in the Headquarters Office of the North 
Western Railway? 

(b) Is it a ,tact that Traffic Inspectors perform both Operating and 
Oonimercial duties in the Divisions? 

(c) Is it a fact that in several cases Traffie Inspectors of the Operating 

Branch, Headquarters Office, have been appointed to officiate as Lower 
Gazetted Officers in the Commercial Branch? . 

(d) Is it a fact that both Anglo-Indian as well as Hindu Traffic 
Inspectors have been appointed to officiate as officers in the Lower Gazetted 
service iii the Operating and Commei*cial Brahehes in spite of their being 
comparatively junior? 

(e) Is it a fact that a Hindu Head Clerk, officiating as Superintendent, 
Oomnu-rcial, has also been ordered to officiate in the Lower Gazetted 
service in the Commercial Branch? 


fAnawer to thia qaeatioft laid oa the table, the qneetioaer being abaeni. 
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(f) Is it a tact that ah Anglo-Indian Inspector of Coaching and Goods- 
in the Accounts Branch cadre has also been appointed to officiate in the 
Lower Gazetted service of the Commercial Branch? Is there any 
precedent for a subordinate of the Accounts Branch having been imported 
into an Executive Branch as an Officer? 

(g) Is there any precedent of a subordinate of the Executive Branch, 
having bei-n imported as an Officer in the Accounts Branch? 

(h) If not, what action do Government propose to take to stop -;uch 
promotioiis on the North Western Railway? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) Three, one Muslim, one 
European and one Hindu in that order of seniority. 

(h) Yes, except on the Karachi Division, where as an experimental 
measure Traffic Inspectors are performing Transportation or Commercial 
duties exclusively. 

(c) Gnce in 1938, us far as can be ascertained 

(d) Promotion to the Lower Gazetted Service is made on (he basis of 
selection and is not governed by communal considerations. 

fe) Yes. 

(f) The reply to the first part is in the affirmative. As regards the 
second part. I am informed that there is no precedent on the North Western 
Railway but there arc such instances on other Railways. 

(g) I am unable to trace any 

(h) I see no reason to iiitertere with the action of the North Western- 
Railway 

Railway Board Instructions concebnino Corrective Action against 
Railway Employees. 

1131. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Railway Board 
issued orders on the 9th April, 1941 to the General Managers of State- 
managed railways to the effect that the employees should not bo reduced 
in pay but fined and warned? 

(b) Is it also a fact that it was further des red that the employees who- 
did i-.ot slio’v improvement and were found permanently unfit for the 
posin, they were holding and against whom corrective action by way of 
fines, warnings etc., had been or was considered ineffective, such 
employees may be removed from service after due notice and then re- 
aiipointed to posts of lower respons'bilitv? ' 

(o) Are the provisions of Rule 1710 (b) of the State Railway Establish¬ 
ment Cod®, Volume I, and North Western Railway Subsidiary rules 
thereto, satisfied by the administration before discharging an employee 
under circumstances referred toyn part (b) above? 

(d) If the reply to part (c) above be Hi the negative, under what provision 
of law did fbe Railway Board issue instructions in contravention of ruler 
framed by the Governor General in Council under sub-section { 2 ) of 
section 241 of the Government of India Act, 1935, and embodied In the 
State Railway Establishment Code, Volume I, referred to in part fc) 
above *’ 

^Answer to this question laid on the table, the qaeationer being absent. 
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The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) Yes, but 1^ would add tliat it is open to Jiailway Administrations to 
dischar^- an employee and re-cri"age him as provided in the oiders 
referred to in parts (a) and (b) even for one single offenee where it merits 
such treatment. 

(d) Does not arise. 


Revision of the maximum Pay for Clerical Staff on North Western 
Railway. 

1132. ^^Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the revised scales of 
pay introduced on the Indian State-managed Railways m 1931-84 laid down 
common grades of pay for similar class of employees on various railways? 
If so, why was the maximum pay of class I grade I clerical staff on the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway fixed at Rs. 80 and that for the North 
Western Railway at Rs. 60? 

(b) Is it proposed to revise the maximum pay for clerical staff on the 
North Western Railway to Rs. 80? If not, why not** 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) The repK to the first 
part ib in the negative; the sivond part does not arise 

(b) No, as there is no justification for doing so 


Discountenancing ok Certificates from Prij^atb Registered Doctors 
ON North Western Railway. 

1133. ^Mr. Lalchaiid Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways be pleased to state whether it is a fact thnrt under General Rule 
3 of the "Rules governing issue of medical certificates to railway servants", 
framed and promulgated by the Railway Board, the competent depart¬ 
mental authority has discretion to accept certificates issued by private 
registered doctois ii certain cases? 

(b) If the reply to jiart (a) bo in the aflBrmtrtive, why have restrietionB 
been placed by the North Western Railway Administration [nido Sub¬ 
sidiary Rule 6], on the discretion of such a competent authority who shall 
have to s.ibrnit all such certificates to the railway doctors for orders and 
must abide by their recommendations ? 

(c) Do Gjvernment propose to direct amendment of the North Western 
Railway Subsidi.ory Rules to fit in with the specific provisions of the Gen¬ 
eral Rules? If not, why not? 


The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) Yes 

(b) The North Western Railway has apparently considered such res¬ 
triction necessary. 

(c) I shall consider the matter. 

TAnswer to this question laid on the table, the qneetioner being absent. 
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Cttrtailment oe Powers of Sub-Assistant Surgeons on North Western 
Railway. 

U34. ^Mr. Lalchand Navsdral: (a) Will the Honourable thi* Ri'iUvaA 
Member be pleased to state whether his attention has been drawn to a 
note entitled "Powers of SASs on N. W. Railway” appearing on page 201 
of the Railway Herald, Karachi, dated the 24th August 1942? Will he 
please state if it is a fact that the “Medical Certificate Rules” were issu'^d 
by the Hail way Board? Tf so. why and how were the powers of Bub- 
Assistant Surgeons on the North Western Railway were curtailed under 
the ‘Subsidi}U 7 ' Rules’? 

(b) Has ihere been any delegation of authority to the Railway Admin:s- 
trations which justify the issue of ‘Subsidiary Rules’ in contravention of 
the specific provisions of the General Rules? If so, will the Honourable 
Member please give a reference to the specific delegation orders'? 

(c) If the leply to first portion of part fb) above be in the negative, it 
it proposed to direct amendment of ‘Subaidiirry Rules’ to accord with the 
General Rules^ If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (u) I have seen the article 
referred to. 'I’lic rules conta.ncd in Appendix VI to the Stale Railway 
Establishment Code Volume I were issued by the Railway Board As 
rcgiu'ds the last part, I would point out that the limits prescribed in the 
Railway Board's rules are correctly treated as the maxima, it being open 
to indiv dual Hailuny Administrations to prescribe other limits falling 
w'ithin these maxima 

(b) No. 

(c) No direction is necessary us the Subsidiary Rule is not at variance 
with the General Rules. 

Certain Railway Board Orders relating to Disposal of Appeals. 

tl35. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) With reference to the speech deliver¬ 
ed hv Sir Aiiilrev Clow, the former Railway Member, on the 25th February, 
1942, and published on page 534 of the Assembly Debates, Volume I, No 
10, will the Honourable the Railway Member be pleased to state whether 
orders in regard to disposal of appeals have been issued by the Railway 
Board clarifying the points referred to in Sir Andrew’s speech’’ If not, 
why not? 

(h) If the reply to first portion of part (a) above be in the affinnative, 
will the Honourable Member please lay on the table of the House a copy 
of the orders issued? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) Sir Andrew Clow actually 
stnted in the speech refferred to by the Honourable Member that orders 
had already been issued The second part does not ariBo. 

(b) No, as the orders are confidential. I would add that Sir Andrew 
Glow had referred in his speech to the material parts of the orders. 

tAnswer to this qa«stion laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 
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City Booking Aobnoies on Nokth Westben Railway. 

tl36. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai": (a) Will the Honourable the Railway 
Member be pleased to state the number of City Booking Agencies on the 
North Western Railway in the calendar years, 1939, 1940, 1941 and half 
year up to the 30th June, 1942? 

(b) What is the total amount of commission paid to the contractors dur¬ 
ing the periods referred to in part (a) above? 

(c) Ts it proposed to close all such agencies for the duration of the war 
when alternate means of railway booking and goods offices exist? If not,, 
why not? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) and (b). Information has 
been called for and will be laid on the table of the House when received. 

(c) Many of our important stations are crowded with civilian 
passengers and there are considerable numbers of troops in addition and 
p’Overnment consider city booking offices afford appreciable relief and 
their retention is in the public interest. Government do not, therefore, 
propose to order that they should all be closed. 

Transport Facilitie.s for relieving the Grave Food Grains Situation 
ON THE Malabar Coast. 

137. ‘Mr. H. A. Sathar H. Essak Sait: Will the Honourable Member 
for Railways and War Transport be pleased to state: 

(a) whether he is aware of the grave situation on the Malabar (’oast 

with regard to food grains; 

(b) whether ho is aware that before the w-ar Malabar depended 

largel;^ on Burma for its staple food grains, e.g., rice; 

(c) whether the present stock of rice in that district is very small; 

(d) what steps Government are taking to remedy this state of affairs; 

and 

'e) in view of the possibility of further curtailment of facilities for 
transport, whether he will consider the taking of special mea¬ 
sures to rush supplies immediately to the West Coast? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I wou’d r fer the Honourable- 
Member to the reply given to his short notice question by the Honourable 
the Commerce Member on the 21st September, 1942. 

Mr. H. A. Sathar H. Essak Sait: This question was replied to yester¬ 
day by the Honourable the Commerce Member (xcept the last portion, 
namely (e), and I hope my Honourable friend will be able to give me some 
information on that. 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Yes, Sir. The question was 
replied to yesterday. 

As regards (e), I can assure my Honourable friend that all possible 
consideration will be given to the movement of food stuffs to Malabar, 
As my Honourable friend is probably aware, a Regional Controller of 
Priorities has been appointed in Madras for the very" purposw of assuring 

fAnswer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 
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that such traffic gets proper consideration. If my Honourable friend will 
bring the requirements of any particular part of the country in which he 
is interested to the notice of the Provincial Government the Provincial 
Government Will take up the matter with the Priorities Officer. 

Mr. H. A. Sathar H. Essak Sait: Thank you. 

Liability on Anglo-Indian Railway Employees to serve in Auxiuabty 
Fobob. ^ 

il38. *Mr. P. R. Anthony: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Anglo-Indians are liable for service in the Auxiliary 

Force as a condition precedent to their einployment on Rail¬ 
ways' and 

(b) whether this liability is due to the fact that the Anglo-Indian. 

for the purpose of service in the Auxiliary Force, is defined aa 
an Fiiiropean British Subject? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) Anglo-Indians are nor¬ 
mally required to serve in the Auxiliary Force as a condition of their 
service on Railways. 

(b) No Tliey are eligible to join the Auxiliary Force since they are 
British subjects of European descent in the male line. 

Materials or Articles received under the Lease and Lend Agreement. 

139. *Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Will the Honourable Member for 
Supply please state what materials or articles harve been received oy India 
under the Lease and Lend Agreement and of what value ? Are the terms 
of this agreement the same as between the United Kingdom and the 
United States of America? 

The Honourable Sir Homi Mody: No agreement of the kind referred 
to exists between the United States of America and India The goods 
so far received by India under Lease/Lend are of many different kinds, 
and the Honourable Member will appreciate that it is not in the public- 
interest for me to give detads. The more important general categories 
are, however, vehicles, ammunition, ahd ordnance stores geneially, steel, 
oil, machine tools, and wireless equipment. I regret that I cannot give 
figures for the value of the goods received. In many cases the figures 
are unknown. 

Mr. Gkivind V. Deidunukh: But what about the terms? I wanted to- 
know whether the terms of this agreement so far as India is concerned 
are the some or different? 

The Honourable Sir HomI Mody; I have said that there is no direct 
agreement between the United States and ourselves. There is an agree¬ 
ment between the United Kingdom and the United States of America 
under which we work. We share in the benefits of Lease/Lend in the 
same' way fte other Empire countries do. 

f Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 
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Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Benefits are all right, but what about the 
liabilities? Are our liabilities the same as the United Kingdom has under 
this Lease/Lend Agreement? 

The Honourable Sir Homi Mody: I have no reason to think that they 
are any different. 


UNSTABBKD (QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Applicability of the old East Indian Railway Company Management 
Rules to State Railway Staff. 

4. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways please state if it is or it is not a faci that the old East Indian 
Railway Company management Rules are made applicable to the staff 
of the Indiar. State Railways? 

(bj Is it or IS it not a fact that the Rules in force on the old East Indian 
Eailwiy Company management became inoperative and ineffective on i-he 
termination of the company-management ? 

(c) Will Government state the Resolution or any other authority given 
by the Governor General in Council under which the adoption of the old 
East Indian Railway Companv-rnanagement Rules to the staff of the 
Indian State Railways is ordered ’’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU: (a) and (b)' When the East 
Indian Railway was taken over, the staff of the Company who were 
•employed by the State were permitted to continue to be governed by the 
■(.'omiiany’s rules in certain specified matters; m others it was specified 
that they should be governed by State Railway Rules Apart from this 
however, there were many local rules extant on the East Ihdian Railway 
<iompany designed to suit local conditions and these have continued hi 
force even after the Railway was taken over by the Slate. 

(c) No specific notification or order covering all matters has been 
issued. 

Suspension of Privilege Passes, etc., on East Indian Railway. 

5. Mr, Muhammad Azhar Ali: (a) Will the. Honourable Member'for 
Railways please state whether it is or it is not a fact that the General 
Manager, East Indian Railway, on the 2r8t Ajigust, 1942. ordered that 
the is^ue of all iirivilegt passes and Privilege Ticket Orders including Week- 
End Privilege Ticket Orders should be suspended until further notice? 

(b) la it or is it not a fact that the Oa/.etted Staff are in possesaion 
of metal passes (permanent) under which they and their family unrestrict¬ 
edly travel? 

(c) Is it or is it net a fact that the DivisionarSuperintendent. Moraduhad 
Division, on the Slst August. 1942. travelled in his Inspection Carriage 
from Moradal ad to Debra Dun with 9-Up Passenger train and that, no 
family member was in company with him? 

(d) I' it or is it not a fact that the said Divisional Superintendent 
proceed.id to Mussoorie on the Ist September. 1942,' avoiding the Taxes 
thereat by presenting an exemption certificate? 
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(e) Is it or is it not a fact that the said Divisional Superintendent 
returned from Mussoorie on the Ist September. 1942, accompanied with 
his wife who was there during the summer of 1942? 

(f) Is it or is it not a fact that the said Divisional Superintendent 
carried his wife with him in the Inspection Carriage from Dehra Dun to 
Moradabud or. the 2nd September, 1942, by 10-Dn. Passenger train? 

(g) Is it or is it not a fact that the fare of the wife was neither paid 
for by a ticket or by an authority to travel gratuitously with the excep¬ 
tion of the metal pass? 

(h) Is it or is it nbt a fact that the above instance establishes that 
the suspension of the privileges only tells upon the Non-Gazetted Pnilway 
Servants who are already burdened with the high cost of living? 

(i) Do Gc/vernment propose to withdraw metal passes from the Gazetted 
Staff and only permit them to travel on duty passes to be obtained before 
the commencement of the journey? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) Yes. 

(b) Gazetted staff are m possession of metal passes but their use is 
limited to journeys on duty only, within the holder’s jurisdfction. The 
rules permit a holder's family (wife and children only) to accompany him. 

(c) to (g). Government have no information. 

(li) No. The suspension of privilege passes equally affects gazetted 
staff and I heir families The Honourable Member appears to be confusing 
duly passes with' piivilege passes. 

(i; No, as Government see no reason to do so. I would also refer the 
Honourable Member to the reply given to Bhai Parma Nand’s unstarred 
question No 23 of 22ud September, 1939. 

Implications of Sanctionino of an Inckement op Pay of a Railway 
Sitbordinate. 

0, Mr, Muhammad Azhar Ali: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways please staU if it is or it is not a fact that an increment in the 
time scales oi pay is earned and sanctioned for satisfactory work and 
good conduct ■’ 

(b) I.S It or is it not a fact that, the increment earned and sanctioned 
is for th'3 approved period of service? 

(c) Is it or is it not a fact that subsequent to the sanction of the 
increment no officer is permitted to make adverse remarks to the effect that 
a subordinate failed during that period to give satisfaction to his higher 
authorities > 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (ai) and (b). .Yes, it is a fact. 

(c) No, it'must depend on the circumstances of each case whether such 
action is justified or not. - 

Railway Board Letter concerning Fink System. 

7. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Will the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways please lay on the Table of the House the Railway Board’s letter 
No. 1023-E, dated the 25th August, 1925, regarding Fine System? If 
not, will he please give the reasons therefor? 

The Honourable Sir Edward BonthaU: No; such correspondence is 
not meant for publication. 
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Right of Railway Tbadb Unions, etc., to assist a Railway Servant 
AT Enquiry into his Case, 

8. Mr. Muhammad Azhar All: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Railwavs please state if it is or it is not a fact that the Trade Utlions, 
Associations or Fedeiations of the Railway Servants are constitutionally 
entitle 1 Id assist any railway servant in the preparation of his case? 

(h) Is it or is it not a fact that the assistance does include the appearance 
. with the railway servant (complainant or accused) before any committee 
of enquirv or before any individual officer enquiring into the case, and to 
the giving of such lesd^ assistance us is required on the spot? 

(c) Will he be pieased to lay on the Table the instructions issued by 
Government to the General Managers of Railways in this respect? If no 
instructions have been issued, will he please state the reasons therefor? 

I'he Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) Trade Unions are organis¬ 
ed it la presumed, for rendering assistance, to their members, but this 
does not involve any constitutional or legal right or obligation to do so. 

(b) The Honourable Member is referred to the reply to starred question 
No. 192 asked by Mr Amarendra Nath. Chattopadhyaya on 16th March, 
1942 


(c) The right of a railway servant to be assisted by another railway 
servant is defined in para. 1707 (c) of the State Railway Establishment 
Code, Volume T, a copy of which is in the Library of the House. 


Desirability of sanctioning Uniform Dearness .Allowance fob all 
Railway Servants 

9. Mr Muhammad Azhar All: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways ple.ise state if it is or .t is not a fact that in March, 1941 the 
Government of India was pleased to sanction a dearness, allowance to 
Rail.vay servants in accordance with the population of the cities, towns 
and rural areas 

(b) Is it or is it not a fad that in March, 1941 the prices were noA 
eontrolhd by the Government, and there was a variation in the prices 
according to tha locality ? 

(c) Is it or is it not a fdet that in August, 1942, Government revised 
the scalfs of the dearness allow'anoe on the same principles of population? 

(d) Is it or is it not a fact that since the prices are controlled by 
Governmei't, the locality is unable to vary the prices according to popula¬ 
tion V 

(e) D> Governmeni propose to sanction the dearness allowance to all 
Railway servants irrespective of the locality or of the population ? If not, 
why not? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) Yes, it is a fact. 

(b) Price control had not been introduced in March, 1941, except ay 
regard" the margin between wholesale and retail prices; the reply to ftfe 
second part is in the afBrmative. 

(c) Yes, it is a fact. 
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(d) In the case of commodities, wholesale prices of which are controlled 
*' by Oovernment on an all-Iudia basis, the scope for variation is more 
lindted than in the case of others which are not controlled. 

(ej No, because there is no justification for giving a dearness allowance 
to all railway servants beyond a certain mte of pay or at a uniform rate 
throughout the country. 

Bate poe a Plate of Fish at the Hindu Refreshment Room, Delhi 
Railway Station. 

10. Mr. Muhammad Azhar All: Will the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways please refer to the reply given to unstarred question No. 74, asked 
on the 24th March, 1942, on the subject of the rate for a plate of lish 
at the Hindu Koircshment Room, Delhi Railway Station, and state 
whether his reply to part (c) of the said question is correct after 
perusal of the counterfoil of Cash Memo. No. 140131, dated the 7th 
August, 1942 ’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Government do not propose to 
call on the contractor to produce the document mentioned as it does not 
appear to be in any way relevant to the reply given .n this House m March. 

Inobbase in the Tariff Rates of Messrs. Ballabdas ^Ishwaedas, 
Catering Contractors, East Indian Railway. 

11. Mr. Muhammad Azhar All: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways please stale if it is or it is not a fact that the General Manager, 
East Indian Railway, has increased the rates in the tariff of Alessrs. 
Ballabdas Eshwardas, Catering Contractors, by 50 per cent.? 

(b) Is it or is it not a fact that the Government did consider, v'^hen 
sanction'ng the dearness allowance, that the general run of prices did not 
warrant an increase of the allowance by 50 per cent. ? 

(c^ What just.fication had the General Manager in increasing the 
catering tariff rates by 50 per cent.? 

(d) Do Governineiil propose to reduce these rates and bring them to 
the level of the prices on which the dearness allowance has been sanction¬ 
ed? If not, why not? 

. . The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) Government have no detailed 
informati'in but understand that there have been certain increases in the 
rates, the oerceritagts varying considerably for the different edibles a,nd 
in the case of full meals being roughly 16 to 25 per cent. From informa¬ 
tion available it does not appear that each and every rate has been increased 
by 50 per cent. 

(h). (c) and (d). In view of the reply given to part (a), do not arise. 

Partial Rb-imbursement of Counsel’s Peb paid by obbtain Tbavellinq 
Ticket Examiners of Moradabad Division fob their Defence in 
A Criminal Case. 

13. Mr. Muhammad Azhar All: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways pleav* refer to the reply given to part (k) of unstarred question 
No. 6. asked on the 11th February, 1942 In regard to the Hardwar Railway 
Ticket Fraud Case, vie., '‘Expenditure on counsel was necessary to ensure 
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the proper prosecution of the case before the various courts’ and state 
if it i? or it is not a fact that the principle laid down in the reply is^ 
observed when a .subordinate employee is involved ? 

(b) Is it or is it not a fact that the four Travelling Ticket Examiners 
of Moradabad Division were not re-inibursed the Counsel’s fee in full 
which thev incurred in thei^ defence against a criminal complaint lodged 
against them by one of the gang of Iranies whom the Railway Adminis¬ 
tration prosecuted for assault and travelling without tickets? 

(c) What were the fees charged by the Counsel (Rai Bahadur Mr. Basant 
I^al, Bcir.-at-Lavv) of the Travelling Ticket Examiners and by Mr. Kidar 
Nath when engaged by the Government and ihc reason for difference in 
the rates ? 

(d) Di O'.'veriimont propose to re-iinburse the Travelling Ticket Examin¬ 
ers' in full for their Counsel’s fee? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I have called for informafion 
,uid will lay a rejily on the table in due course. 

Disreoabd or Communal Rkckuitment Rules in the Office of the 
Chief Auditor, North Western Railway, Lahore. 

13. Bhai Parma Nand: Will the Honourable Member for Railwayi 
please state if Government are aware that the rules regarding communal 
recruitment of the clerical staff are being flagrantly disregarded in the 
oflSoe of the Chief Auditor, North Western Railway, Lahore? 

The Honourable Sii' Edward Benthall: With your permission. Sir, it is 
proposed to reply to questions Nos IB, 14 and 15 together. 

TliGse questions should have been addressed to the Honourable the 
Finance Member. 

Ignoring the Claim for Confirmation of a Hindu Low^er Grade Clerk 
OF North M^bstebn Railway, Audit Department. 

114. Bhai Parma Nand: (a) Will the Honourable Meniber for Railways 
please refer to the gradation list of lower grade clerks of the North 
Western Railway, Audit Department, as corrected up to the 1st Aprl, 
1942, and say if the two Muslims shown as numbers 15 and 16 on that 
list were confirmed one after the other, although a Hindu should have 
come between them according to the communal cycle prescribed in the 
Railway Audit Manual? 

(b) Is it not a fact that an “unreserved” place in the cycle of perma¬ 
nent vacancies was treated as l.ijised although no permanent employee 
actually left service ? 

(e) Is he aware that when u Hindu in the office of the Chief Auditor, 
North Western Railway, leaves service, the “unreserved” serial number 
in the communal cycle of temporary vac^jneies against which he Was 
employed, is treated as lapsed and the vacancy so created is treated as a 
fresh vacancy and transferred to the next vacant number towards the 
bottom of the cycle? 

tFor (Hiawer to this nu-^ition, see answer to question No 13. 
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(d) If so, will he please say if this practice gives the Muslims, an 
excess over the percentage prescribed for them for reerintment in the 
Audit Department on the North Western Railway? 

(e) Is he aware that this is being done in violation of the Auditor 
General of India’s note to paragraph 217 of his manual of standing 
orders that the percentage prescribed for the minority communities is 
the maximum as well as the minimum percentage and that no preference 
is to bo given to them except on grounds of merit? 

(f) Is he aware that m case of a resignation by a Muslim in the North 
Western Railway, Audit Department, the other Muslims working against 
the reserved places lower down are each brought a step up, so that the 
serial number in the communal cycle occupied by the Muslim resigning 
is secured by the Muslim next below him and the last reserved number 
so falling vacant is again filled in by a Muslim? Why is not a similar 
provision made, for filling up an unreserved vacancy that occurs in tne 
communal cycle of temporary vacancies with the only difference that the 
vacancy being “unreserved” could go to a member of any community on 
grounds of merit? 

(g) Will iTuvei'iimeiit please consider Uie necessitv lor issiiinv necessary 
instructions in the matter to their subordinate Departments’^ 

Non-posting or certain Muslim Railway Auditors or the Punjab 
Circle at Bareilly or Gorakhpur roR pull Prescribed Fertiod. 

;15. Bhai Parma Nand: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please say whether each of tho Auditors in the Punjab Circle of the Rail¬ 
way Audit Department is required to serve either at Bareilly or at Gorakh¬ 
pur for a certain fixed period? 

(b) If so, is it not a fact that a Muslim junior auditor has not so 
far been to either of these two places and another Muslim auditor has 
only spent one-half of the prescribed period at one of these two places? 

(c) Will Government please say whether there are any Hindu auditors 
who havr completed tlieir period but arc still employed at these two pi ices? 

(d) Is it not a fact that there is another Hindu Auditor under orders 
of transfer from North WesterA Railvi^ay to Gorakhpur although he, on a 
previous occasion, had completed three-fourths of tlic prescribed period? 

Minimum Age for Appointment to Inferior Service on North Western 
Railway 

18. Bhai Parma Nand; Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
plfease say if Government have laid down any minimum age for appoint¬ 
ment to the inferior service on the North Western Railway? If so, what 
18 the minimum? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Government have specified no 
minirr'iiM age for employment in the inferior service on the North Western 
Railway It is understood that the railway itself has prescribed 18 years 
as the minimuiT age except in categories in which boys are engaged; no 
boy may be employed until he has attained the age of 15 years. 

tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 13. 
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Rail way Hmploybes bbduced fsom Highbb to Lowbb Gbajjb Posts ok 
Nobth Westebn Railway. 

17. Mr. Ztalchand Navalrai: With reference to Sir Andrew Clow’s reply 

to m\ unstarred question No. ‘67, asked on the 10th November, 1941, will 
the Honourab.e Member lor Railways be pleased to state: 

(a) if there have been any instances of reduction of employees 

from the higher grade posts to the lower grade posts by dis¬ 
charge and re-appomtrnent and whether an occasion has now 
arisen for clarihcation of the points of seniority, pay and 
prospects of such persons; 

(b) what are the rules oi orders in force on the North Western 

Railway m regard to the following points in connection with 
employees reduced from the higher to the lower grade pcits 
by the process relerred to in part (a) above: 

(i) whether such a reduction is imposed' for any definite period, 

(ii) seniority in the lower grade post to which reduced, 

(i i) fceniority iii the higher grade post on rc-promotion, 

(iv) pay that a reduced employee would draw on re-promotion 
to the higher post, and 

(v) pay for the purpose of gratuity for retirement from the lower 
or nigher grade posts; anu 

(c; if no orders have been issued clarifying the points referred tb in 
part (b) above, is it proposed to issue some orders early? 
Lf not, why not’/ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) Government have no inform- 
jation in regard to the first part, as regards the second part, no occasion 
has yel arisen to- Government to consider the matter. 

(b) Thtne are no rules at present in force. 

(c) It 18 understood the North Western Railway contemplate issuing 
some orders. 

DBBiTiNa A Railway Employee with “ Good Conduct Marks ” on North 
Western Railway. 

18. Mr. Lalchaud' Navalrai; (a) Will the Honourable the Railway 
Member be pleased to state if there is any provision of obtaining the 
explanation of rn employee before he is debited with ‘Good Conduct 
Marks’ on the North Western Jlai.way? If not, is it proposed to provide 
for such an opportunity? 

(b) Is there any provision for an appeal against debit of Good Conduct 
Marks? If so, to which authority? If not, why not? 

(cl Wliiit is the maximum number of ‘Good Conduct Marks’ that can 
be debited to an emp'oyee at one time? If no such provision exists in 
the rules, does the Honourable Member propose to make such a provi¬ 
sion in the RulSs? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) The reply to the first part 
is In the negative; Government will consider the suggestion made in the 
second part. It is understood, however, that an explanation is in fact 
usually obtained. 
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(b) The reply to the first part is in the negative; the second part does 
not arise As regards the third part. Government have the question under 
consideration. 

(c) It is not clear what the Honourable Member refers to in his expres¬ 
sion “at one time”. The maximum number of marks that may be debited 
for one offence is five. The second and third parts do not arise. 

Protests from North Western Railwa.y Employees against Embargo 
ON Confirmations. 

19. Mr. Lalchand Navalnl: (a) Will the Honourable the Railway 
Member be pleased to state whether the Railway Board have placed any 
embargo on confirmations with effect-from 1st June, 1942? If so, why? 

(b) Is it a fact that 'protests have been addressed to the General 
Manager, North Western Railway, to the effect that employees recruited 
^jrior to 1st June, ' 1942, have a legitimate claim for confirmation in 
permanent posts, as they were not appointed with the condition that their 
services would be terminated on the cessation of war to make room for 
those retiming from active service? If so, how have the same been 
disposed of? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) Yes, in order that persons 
wii.n war service rn.i}, after the war, be given an opportunity of securing 
civil employment. 

(b) Go\ernment have no inforiuution; the second part does not arise. 
It might, however, bt added that those on probation before Ist June, 
1942, may be confiriiicd I’hose in temporary employ on 1st June, 1942, 
however have no claim to permanent employment 

SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Withdrawal of Ban on Emigration of Indian Labour to Ceylon. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Will the Honourable Member for Indians Overseas 
pl3a.sj state 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Government of India have with¬ 

drawn the ban on emigration of Indian labour to (Vyloii; if so, 
why; and 

(b) w'hcther it is a fact that the Ceylon Government have not yet 

withdrawn the anti-Indian laws in force in that country’ 

Tha Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: (a) and (b). The Government of 
India ha\'! rift removed the ban on the emigration of Indian unskilled 
labourers tj Cejion, they have only relaxed the ban to the extent of per¬ 
mitting Ihe return to Ceylon of Indian labourers already in the island who 
may come to India on visits. 

This was done purely in the interests of the Indian labourers in Ceylon 
and in order to remove the hardship which was being caused to ihom by 
the fac' that they w^re deterred from paying their usual visits to India 
on holiday or for social, domestic and religious purposes, for fear that their 
return to Ceylon, wmuld be prevented by the operation of the ban. The 
Government of Ceylon were not a party to the decision taken by the Gov¬ 
ernment of India and there was, therefore, no question ot its being aocom- 
paniei by the repeal of any ordinances in Ceylon, which the Honourable 
Member may have in view. 

Dr. P. N. BanerjM: The answer is quite satisfactory. 
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Burma and Malaya Evacuees of the Malabar District. 

Mr. H. A Sathar H. Essak Salt: Will^he Honoiirable Member for 
Indians Overseas be pleased to state: 

la) whether he is aware that a substantial proportion of the South 
Indian evacuees from Burma and Malaya are from the Dis¬ 
trict of Malabar; 

(b) whether in his recent tour of South India which he undertook 
for the purpose of collecting personal information about 
evacuees, he visited Malabar; if not, why not; 

(c.) whether his visit to Salem was in connection with the evacuee 
proldcme; 

(d) whether the evacuee problem was more acute in Salem than in 

Malabar; and 

(e) whethei the Honourable Member took any steps to come into 

contact with officials and non-officials in Malabar to under¬ 
stand the peculiar problems in Malabar about these evacuees? 
If so, what steps did he take with what results? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: (a) and (d). Government are aware 
that a number of evacuees from Burma and Malaya belong to the Malabar 
district; but they have no statistics to show the numbers in each district ' 
in South India to enable a comparative estimate to be made. 

(c) Yes; partly in connection with evacuee problems. 

(b) and (e). It was not possible for me during my recent tour of South 
India to find time to visit Malabar and to study the conditions in that 
district. But I have had the opportunity of discussing Malabar evacuee 
problems with the authorities concerned. 

Mr. H. A. Sathar H. Essak Sait: With what results? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: I have got the information and I 
have given instructions to the authorities that they should be promptly 
attended to. 

Measures for expeditious Help to t&e Burma Evacuees op the Malabar 
District. 

Mr. B. A. Sathar H. Essak Sait: Will the Honourable Member for 
Indians Overseas be pleased to state: 

(a) whether he is aware that the help promised to Burma evacuees 
in various forms has not yet reached most of the evacuees in 
Malabar and that hundreds of applications for help from these 
evacuees in that District have been pending before the Dis¬ 
trict Officials for months and are still pending and that these 
evacuees are suffering untold miseries owing t^o the usual and 
cumbersome methods which the officials in that District are 
' pursuing in this matter; and 

<b) if so, is the Honourable Member prepared to consider at an early 
date the necessity of asking these officials to take special and 
expeditious measures for the spebdy disposal of these peti¬ 
tions ? 
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The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney. (a) and (b). The Government of 
India ar noi- aw are that conditions in the Malabar District are as described 
toy my Honourable friend. The district officials are under the administra¬ 
tive control of the Provincial Government who are the proper authority 
for issuing ';ny necessary instructions to them. A copy of this question 
and the reply thereto will however be forwarded to the Government ot 
Madra.s. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: May T ask whether relief is given by the Pro- 
•vinciiil Gcvernnierit or the Government of India? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney; The Government of India. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: May I i^aw hie attention to a letter which a 
Member of the I.egislative Assembly. 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: And also partly by provincial funds 
specially nuserl 


Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: .May 1 draw his attention to the case of the 
evacuees of liunna in Chittagong? A letter has been sent by one of the 
Honourable Members to the Members of the Assembly showing bow pitiable 
18 the.r condition and I wish Ihe Honourable Member would try to better 
their state 

The Honourabfe Mi. M. S. Aney: As a question is tabled on that point 
1 shall ni reply made the position clear. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: The position is the same. 

Delay in the Disposal of the Pf.rsonal Effects of Deceased Evacuees 
IN Madras. 

Mr. H. A. Sathai H. Essak Sait: Will the Honourable Member for 
Indians Overseah; be pleased to state; 

(a) whether he is aware that many evacuees from Burma have died 
at the General Hospital, Madras, leaving their effects with 
the Protector of Emigrants; 

'(b) whetlu-.r the Protector of Emigrants has been taking long time 
to hand over these effects to the relatives of the deceased 
evaeiu cs, 

'(c) whether such cases have been pending since May last; 

r(d) whether the Honourable Member is aware that such long delay 
cause,- great hardships and sufferings to the unfortunate rela¬ 
tives in most of whose cases the only bread winner has been 
snatched away by-death; and 

1 (e) whether he proposes to consider the necessity of suggesting to 
the Protector, through the Provincial Government, to adopt 
' expeditious methods and to Seek the help of such non-official 
agencies as have been rendering very useful services in giving 
relief to those evacuees for the purpose' of speedy disburfee- 
ment of these effects? ' 
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The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: (a) to (e). The Government of India 
ara inr aware that there is any undue delay in the disposal of the effecta- 
of dece<^scd evacuees in Madras. A copy of this question and the reply 
thereto will be forwarded to the Government of Madras. 

Dr. Sit Zinuddin Ahmad: With the recommendation that they should, 
expedite matters. 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: Yes. 

'Evacueks from Burma and Expenditure on them. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Will the Honourable Member for Indians- 
Overdofis bi- pleased to state. 

(a) what the number of Europeans and non-Indians, separately,. 

evacuated from Burma was; 

(b) who bore their evacuation expenses, 

(o) w'ho is dolraying their living expenses in India; and 

(d) whether tiie cost referred to in parts (b) and (c) above is borne 
bv the Government of India, if so, why? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: (a) The numbers are not readily 
a.scertainable 

(b) to (d). J?efngees who could afford it paid llieir own evacuation 
expenses. The charges ni respect of de.stitute evacuees in Burmese terriioiy 
wore borne by the Government of Burma and in India by the Government 
of India (iiidertak.ngs to repay were obtained from the evacuees where 
possib! 1 and the charges in respect of refugees other than 
Indians and Burmatis are debitabl'e to Jrlis Majesty’s Government in the 
Unilctl Kingdom 

The (loverninei't of Burma have accepted responsibility foi the niain- 
tenanee nllowriioes given to Burmans and Anglo-Burmans in India and His 
Majesty’s Govermuent for the cost of maintenance of other nun-Indian 
evacuees. 

Dr. Sir Zlauddin Ahmad: Who will pay for the maintenance of the 
Indians who will conne here from Burma? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: The Government of India 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai; Is there any agency to find out the number of 
European and Indian evacuees? Why is not the Honourable Member 
in a ijosilioo to give the number? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: It is difficult to assess the numbers 
because they are scattered all over the country. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Is there any agency adopted for that purjo.se? 

The Honourable Mr. K. S. Auey; We will try to get one ns soon as- 
convenient. 
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Hr. Lalchand Navalrai: It is now past 8 months and 1 think the Hon¬ 
ourable Members should be in a position to say where they are and what 
help they receive. 

The Honourable Hr. M. S. Aney: Who? 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: The evacuees. 

The Honourable Hr. M. S. Aney: The Provincial Governments are in 
charge of the work and they are finding out from the evacuees in the 
different provinces vhat help they require. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: But they will take a long time. 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: Butr that is, the most expeditious 
way of doing it. They are in the provinces and as such Provincial Gov 
•ernments arc nearer to them than the Central Government. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Have there been any Europeans who have been 
•evacuees and who I'.uve made arrangements for themselves without the 
help of any of the Provincial Governments? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: Yes, there are. 

Mr Lalchand Navalrai: How many? 

The Honourable Mr. M, S. Aney: I cannot give the number, but I 
know thar there are. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Apd about the Indians? 

The Honourable Hr. M. S. Aney: There are Indians also who do not 
require assistance at all. There are a number who do. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: We have received information that in Bengal 
there are Indian evacuees who are not being given any help and that they 
art! going about from door to door. 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: I have stated in a reply to a ques¬ 
tion by Dr Sir Ziauddin Ahmad that there is a question relating 
to this on the table which will come up oti the 24th. 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ohani: Do you propose to lay on the tfible 
a list containing the numbers of evacuees from Burma ? 

The Honourable Mr. M., S. Aney: The approximate number I can 
give. It is about 2 lakhs. 

BkEACHEs ON Bailwav Lines due to Floods in Sind. 

Hr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the nondurable Member for Eailways 
«nd War Transport be pleated to state which lines on the North Western 
Kailway in Surd Karatir Bdilway Division, have been breached dwing to 
floods and since when each them? 
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(b) What attempts were made by the Railway Department to avert the 
breaches being made ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the railway lines in the areas where breaches were 
made by tne River Indus and the Hoods were built on a low level with no 
culverts at these places? 

(d) Do Government propose to see that for future safety the lines at 
such places are raised up with passages for water to pass through? 

(e) How much loss has the Railway suffered on account of the com¬ 
munications having been impossible owing to these breaches? 

(f) Is it a fact that Railway communications and transport at present 
do not exist for Quetta, Jacobabad, Shikarpur, Sukkur (mo Ruk), Larkana 
City and the whole District of it and large portion of the Dadu District? 

(g) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to say how much time 
will it take to repair these lines respectively and to open railway communi- 
oati )a between tlie places mentioned in part (f) above? 

(h) Have any temporary arrangements been made or are they proposed 
to be made for railway communication for places mentioned in part (f> 
above, whicn at present are bottled up? If go, which^ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Bengali: (a) East of the Indus there has 
only been onv'. breach in July which w’as quickly repaired. Apart from 
this the hriiaches have been on sections west of the Indus. Breaches have 
occurred from time to time following the movement southwards of flood 
waters, but generally between the middle of July and early September. 

(b) and (c). A system of protective bunds constructed by the Irriga¬ 
tion Department have m normal years protected the line from breaches due 
to floods in the Indus. The embankments and water openings on the 
railway weie adequate so long as these bunds were intact, but unfortunately 
owing to the unprecedented nature of the floods, this year, the protective 
w'orks w.n-e breached. 

(d) Ii’vesligntiou.-, are already in progress to see what steps can be 
taken so ss to avoid a repetition of these breaches. 

(e) No estimate hat yet been prepared of the loss sustained by the 
railway on account of these breaches. 

(f) and (h). Where railway transport* has been temporarily interrupted 
by breaches, transhipment or the use of other means or routes for trans¬ 
port have been resorted to where necessary, 

(g) It is not possible to give an accurate forecast until there is a further 
subsidence of the flood water in certain localities. Thereafter through 
running will be restored as soon as possible. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know that between Sukkur and Shikar-^ 
pur there is some arrangement of boats and that is also vety cx 2 ) 6 nsive; 
but at other places where there are bridges, to the south, there is no 
arrangement at all and the posts and people cannot go aud they are 
bottled up within a particular arear^betwew Sukkur, Ruk and Eotri. 
What arrangements is Ihe Honourable *Member going to matte even 
temporarily far the purpose of posts and other commuhioa^ons being 
resumed? 
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Ths Honourabls Sir Edward BsnUiall: I. am aware that there is great 
inconvenience to the public owing to these floods. If the Honourable 
- Member will suggest any specific proposals for relieving that, inconvenience, 
1 will have them investigated. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Does the Honourable Member ii.i.ow that tne 
press now says that the breaches between Larkana and Kotri have been 
closed but the railway running has not yet been started? May 1 know 
how much time will that take? That will be one of the ways of opening 
the line on the side towards Kotri. 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: 1 have not seen the reference 
in the press. 

¥■ 

Ebprebentation op SoHimuLBn Castes in the Civil Pioneer Force Units. 

Bao Bahadur N. Slvaraj: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour Member 
please state how many battalions of Civil Pioneer Force have been raised in 
the different Provinces? 

(b) I’o what extent are ihe Scheduled Castes represented m the ranks 
and as officers? 

(c) If the Scheduled Castes are not represented will he jileuse slate 
the reasons therefor^ 

(d) What stops do Governuient propose to take to secure their proper 
representation? 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: (a) Twelve units of the Civil 
Pioneer Force have been sanctioned in the first instance, as under: 

Bengal—8, Madras—^2, Bihar—1, Bombay—1, C. P. and Beiar- 1, 
N. W. F. P.—1, Orissa—1, Punjab—1,'U. P.-l. 

Most of these units are still in the process of forming. 

Seven additional units have recently been sanctioned, as under. 

Bengal 3. 

Bombay 1. 

C. P. 1. " 

Madras 2. 

Recruitment for these has now commenced. 

(b) At present scheduled castes are represented in the Civil Pioneer 
Force ,aa under- 

Bengal 2 per cent. 

Bombay 10-6 per cent. 

C. P. and Berar 26 per cent. 

Punjab 82 per cent, 

U. P. 20 per cent. 

Madras figure not known. 

N. W. P. P. Xu Muhammadans. , 

These figures are liable to fluctuate as further recruits arc enrolled. 

At present so far as information gOet theift is only 1 officer classed as 
Scheduled .Caste. 
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(tj) The raising of Civil Pioneer Force Units under Ordinance No. X 
of 1942 was entrusted to IVovincial Governments who therefore become 
responsible for deciding on the composition of their respective units, 

(d) The Government of India addressed all Provincial Govomment* 
regarding the percentage of bcheduled castes to be recruited in future 
and direccir-g that tlie percentage both of officers and men should be up to 
the percentage of Scheduled castes in the province and that where this 
percentage Had not been previously met it should be made up in reo uitnient 
to subsequent units. 

Mr. N. M, Joshi: jVIay J as! what is the function of this Civil Pioneer 
Force? 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: The function of the (iivil Pioneer 
Force is more or less analogous to that of the Fire Brigade. When there 
is an ah' raid ind property is destroyed, the Civil Pioneer Force will come 
into.„operaticn and do rescue work. 

Prescbibed Government Conditions for Contractors as regards Pay¬ 
ment OF Wages, etc., to their Employees 

Bao Bahadur N. Sivar<ij: Will the Honourable the Labour Member 
please state if he is aware that in Western Countries conditions hove been 
prescribed to be observed by the contractors in the matter of wages and 
benefits to their employees; if so, whether the Government of India ]ia%e 
prescribed any such condiiions foi the contractors in India? 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: Yes. In certain western countries 
contracts require tliat contractors should observe certain labour conditions 
in respect of such matters as hours of work, wages and conditions generally. 
The Government of India have prescribed in the case of Central Public 
Works Department contracts that the contractor should pay his labourers 
not less than the wages paid for similar work in the neighbourhood. 

Rao Bahadur N. Slvaraj: What steps, if any, are taken by the Govern¬ 
ment to enforce this clause in the contract? 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. -Ambedkar: I cannot say ofiliand, but I 
will make inquiries and l^t the Honourable Member know. 

Mr. N. M. Joehi: May 1 ask whether this condition about fair condi¬ 
tions to be given by contractors applies to the other Departments'of the 
Government of India such as the contractors of the Supply Department? 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar; If my Honourable friend will 
give me notice I will make inquiries. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: The question w’as about contractors taking Government 
contracts, not only the Public Works Department. The Honourable Mem¬ 
ber only answered for the Public Works Department. He should have 
answered for the Government of India. 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: That question should be address¬ 
ed to the Supply Departmciit. 
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Mr. N. M. Joshi; May 1 ask whether there is a 
India 01 - only a Governnient of India divided into 
members? 


central Government of 
ten ov eleven or twelve 


Ml. President (The llon«juiable Sir Abdur Kabim): The ononi able 
Member knows that qaeslioos have to be addressed to the Departments 
concerned. 

Mr. N. M Joshi: M\ point is this: the question was asled, asking 
for information regarding tiie whole of the Government of India. They 
have been addressed to the Laliour Member because it was a iubonr matter; 
but the information asked for is as regards the w'bole of the Government 
of India. 

Mr. President (Tlie Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I do not know; I 
suppose there is a particular department which can answer a question like 
that; otherwise I sup]iose it is the Leader of the House. 


Mr. N. M. Joshi: 1 would like you to consider this point, Sir, 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Iherc is nothing 
for me to consider; it is a inatter of division of work between the different 
D'epartineni-. of the Government of India. 

Mr. N. M, Joshi: It is important, Sir, from tlie point of view of the 
rights and (irivilegos of Me.nbers. , . . 

Mr. President (The Honoerable Sir Abdur Rahim): I have heard the 
Honourable Member’s argument. 


MOrroNl FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Uns.\tisfaciop.\ Rept.y of thk Finance Member in regafu to early 
OpPORTUMIY for DiStlTfSTON OP CERTAIN FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS 
BETWEEN THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT AND THE GOVERNMENT OF InDXA. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): There is a notice 
•of an adjournment motion bv Mr. Jamnadas Mehta, who wishes 1o discuss 
a definite matter of urgent public importance, i.e., the anxiety created in 
the public mind by the unsaiisfactory reply given by the Honourable Ihe 
Finance Member during question time yesterday to a request to give an 
opportunity to this House for influencing the decision of thu Government 
of India on matters arising out of his recent financial mission to England. 

So far as I followed tlie questions and answers in this respect, the 
Finance Member refused to commit himself to a position that he would 
give an opportunity to this Assembly to discuss the questions that were 
•discussed between htm and the Gotrewmient of Great Britain with rdgard 
io certain financial arrangements, befenre decisions had been arrived at in 
the matter by the Government of India. That is what I believe, the Hon¬ 
ourable Meuiber said, and a section ,of thfe' House is not satisfied with that 
answer. Has the Honourable Member got to say anything? 
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The Honourable Sir Jeremy Bsisman (Finance Member); With your 
permission, Sir, in objecting to this motion, I should like to lake the oppor¬ 
tunity of clearing up a misunderstanding and to explain the position of the 
Government. All Honourable Members are aware that the developments- 
in the war situation since the last Budget was presented have resulted 
in a great intensification of the measures taken for the defence of India. 
To take the most obvious example, there has been an enormous increase- 
in the strength of the air force stationed in this country and anti-aircraft 
defences have also been greatly strengthened. It is clear that even within 
the terms of the existing finnncial settlement certain questions may arise 
regarding the share which may fairly be allocated to India of tbe cost of 
measures which arc indubitably directed to the defence of Indian territory 
and which at the same tii'»'i cover a wider objective. Problems of this- 
nature and even of this magnitude have arisen under the settlement from 
an early stage and been dealt with in accordance with well defined principles. 

Mr. President (Ihe Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable- 
Member is really arguing the merits of this motion. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I was trying to indicate the posi¬ 
tion of Govfcriini.ent in case it might influence the Honourable Member who- 
has asked leave to move this motion. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta (Bombay Central Division: Non-Muhamiradan 
Rural): It only means tiiut the Finance Member is making a speech and 
we are not likely to get an opportunity of replying to him. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Chair must 
ask the Honourable Member (Finance Member) to confine himself now 
to the question >«hether the adjournment motion is in order. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: I was trying to indicate in tvhat 
circumstances the Government would be prepared to give the House aa 
opportunity to discuss the matter. 

Mr. President (^J’he Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): It is for the House 
to judge when the motion is discussed. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: Yesterday I said that it depended 
upon the nature of the decisions, whether the House got an opportunity 
or not. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); That mny be a good 
answer, but the question now is whether the motion is in order. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: I am not contending that the 
motion is not in order, but I was really taking the opportunity of explaining 
the position of the Government. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); Is there any objeciioa 
apart from the question whether the motion is in c^er? 

The HonouraMe Sir Jeremy Baisman: I was explaining the grounds ow 
which I was objecting to the motion on behalf of the Government. 



MOTION FOR adjournment 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim): As objection has 
been taken to leave being granted to the motion being discussed, will those 
Honourable Members who are in favour of leave being granted, rise in their- 
places? 


♦ (After a coynt.) 

As not leos than 25 jlteinbers have risen in their places in favour of leave- 
being granted, leave is granted and the motion will be discussed at 3-110 p.m. 
today. 


THE INDIAN KUBBEE CONTROL (TEMPORARY AMENDMENT)' 
BILL. 

The Honourable Mr. N. B. Sarker (Commerce Member): Sir, 1 beg 
to move: 

“That the Bill temporarily to amend the Indian Rubber Control Act. 1934, be 
taken into consideration.’’ 

This is a very simple Bill and its objects have been stated clearly in- 
the Statement of Objects and Reasons. The main purpose of the Bill is 
to remove the present limitation in respect of increasing the production' 
of rubber in this country. As Honourable Members are aware, the pro¬ 
duction and expott of rubber in this country ar§ controlled and regulated 
by the Rubber Control Act of 1934, which was enacted for the implemen¬ 
tation of a Governmental agreement between all the rubber producing 
countries. Unfortunately, about seven out of the nine countries are now 
in the occupation of the enenyr, and as a result there has been an acuta 
shortage of rubber production**^for the use of the United Nations. Tins 
amending Bill seeks to remove the limitations on rubber production in 
India. I hope Honourable Members will not find it difficult to support 
this Bill. 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is- 

“That the Bill temporarily to amend the Indian Rubber Control Act, 1034, be¬ 
taken into consideration.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the BiQ. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill.' 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The H(»iouraUe Mr. N. R. Sarker: Sir, I move; 

“That the BiU be paMed.” 

Mr.. Preiklent (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question la 
“That the Bill be pewed.“ 

^e motion-waa adopted. 



THE INDIAN RAILWAYS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Member for War Transport^: 
.Sir, 1 move; 

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Railways Act, 1890, be referred to 
a Select Committee consisting of Sir "Hugh Raper, Mr. Muhammad Nauman, Na.w£fb 
Siddique All Khan, Mr. J. Ramsay Scott, Sir l''redenck James, Raja T. Manavedan, 
Bao Bahadur N. Sivaraj, Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya, Bandit Ndakantha 
Das, Dr. Sir Batanji Dinshaw Dalai, Mr N M. Joshi and the Mover and that the 
number of members whose piesenoe shall he necessary to constitute a nieeting of the 
Committee shall be five.’’ 

As the House will be aware, under the existing law, railways are 
required to provide for the conveyance of passengers so’ far as skill, 
prudence and foresight can ensure. If there is no failure on the part ot 
the railways in these resjiects, the railways are not liable for compensa. 
tion for persons injured or killed in railway accidents. Where no negli¬ 
gence on the part of the railways or their servants is proved, no liability 
for compensation exists. Accidents which are due either to acts of God, 
such as, floods, sudden storms and so on, or to acts of man, such as 
train wrecking, m which the railways have shown no negligence, are 
those m which they-would be absolved from all liability for payment of 
compensation. In many iustunccs llir, causes such as I have enumerated 
would lead to accidents were it not for the constant vigilance of tne 
railways and their servants. It is only the prompt action by the railway 
staff in many cases, of which the public never hears, which is successful 
in preventing railway accidents and safeguarding the lives and property 
of passengers. 

In spite, however, of the utmost vigilance of the railways, accidents 
•do unfortunately occur. In every case, there is a searching mquirv and 
it is not until the results of that inquiry have been examined that the 
railways can claim to be free from liability for paying compensation. 
The responsibility for the conduct of those inquiries is no longer that of 
the Hallway Department. If the House, in the past, had any doubts 
about the findings of these inquiries the fact that these inquiries are now 
held by a Department other than the Railway Department and tint 
the officers who carry out those inquiries are no longer responsible to 
the Railway Department should satisfy Honourable Members with ••.ha 
■decision as to whether or not negligence on the part of the railways has 
occurred. I refer to this point because in considering the terms of the 
Rill which extends the liabiUty of railways to cover injuries to passengers 
and their luggage in accidents for which railways are held negligent or 
not it may be feared that in future the railways will pay less attention 
to the causes of accidents and T, therefore, should like to state emphati¬ 
cally that our efforts will continue unabated to find out the causes of, 
these accidents and to take whatever steps are necessary to prevent a 
recurrence; hut T would emphasize that'in presenting this Bill before the 
House we should not be considered in any way to be admitting that 
railways can m every case prevent accidents due to acts of God or to 
acts of train wrecking. 

There are in India a very large number of people, in fact the majority, 
who cannot affoixl insurance, to whom ^indeed the principle of insurance 
Is unknown and whd, in any case, have no ready access to the means of 
insurance. To such people, mainly the people with scantier resources, 
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serious injiiry to or the death of the bread winner of the family is a 
real tragedy. Fortunately, the number of railway accidents which occur 
IS relatively sniad, when you take into account the number oi pasaengera- 
who travel, iscyertheless, when an accident does occur and the railway 
is held free of liability it is very natural that attention should be drawn 
to the fate of the dependants of those who are killed or injured m the 
accident. The last accident of this kind was one which took place in. 
connection with the Dacca Mail ut Joyrampur in Bengal. The Bouse, 1 
think, will remember that case well. The evidence of train wrecking was 
unquestionable but in spite of that there was a very insistent demand lhat 
the ruilw'ays should pay compensation. The Bengal Government on 
thaf occasion urged that the Government of India should investigate ihe 
possibi ity c>f paying compensation through the medium of an insurance 
scheme and here, in the House, Mr. Santhanam, speaking on a cut 
motion to discuss the provisions relating to inquiries into accidents on' 
the ‘24th February, 19B9, pressed his suggestion for automatic payment 
oi compensation in such cases. At the same time he recognised that in 
each case there should be a limit for each individual passenger which he 
put at a figure of 2, 3 or 4 thousand rupees according to the status 
and means of the passenger concerned. This suggestion was supported 
b,\ my Honourable friend, Mr Joshi. 

I have considered this suggestion for an insurance scheme but believe 
that unless it is made compulsory it would not achieve the pvirpose 
which the. Government have in view. Very few 'people, especially the 
poorer classes of people, would trouble to take out q separate insurance 
for every journey wliich they perform. The only possible method, th-^re- 
forc, appears to be to make each ticket carry some insurniice. Wo do- 
not want to propose that there should be an additional charge for I'.iis 
purpose, one reason being that, with a very large number of passeugeis 
tlint wo carry, any insur.ance .scheme would involve the 'levy ot si small 
a charge in each case that it would be impossible to collect The lowest 
charge which we could possibly make, namely, one pie, would result 
in a sum very much m excess of what we have been paying out in 
compensation in the past It is, therefore, proposed that railway reve¬ 
nues shall carry the liability involved. 

T w’ould like to make it clear to the House that the Bill applies only 
to ti'iiin accif]p,ni/s Tioketless travellers who are really trespassers on 
the railway will not come within the scope of the Bill. Passengers, who 
meet with an accident, when crossing the line or when going up and down 
the steps of a railway station, will not be covered. Accidents at a level 
crossing will not come within the scope of the Bill unless passengers in 
the train which is involved in the accident are affected These types of 
accidents will be covered by the existing law 

By widening the liability of railways to pover passengers and their' 
luggage involved in train accidents of whatever kind, whether or not 
the railway is liable, obviously a considerable sum of money may be- 
mvolved. These occurrences in themselves cost the railways a very great 
deal of money in repairs and I would not feel justihed in adding to 
the burdens of future railway administrations unless some limit were 
imposed. ^ Due to the fact that the great bulk of our passengers travel 
in the third class.and of this a very large proportion are people of very 
small means. I, have taken as a maximum limit of compensation an 
amount which would cover in normal circumstances the full amount of 
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compensation that would be payable to such passengers. The limit, 
itherefore, will generally speaking apply to other class of passengers,— 
people of greater means, people who can, if they wish, take out insur¬ 
ances and thereby supplement the amount that they would receive in 
compensation under the Bill. I trust the House will accept this princi¬ 
ple as a reasonable method of dealing with the question That it will be 
the means of bringing very great relief to the poorer classes of our pas¬ 
sengers, I have not the least doubt. 

It is unforturiately not possible to calculate precisely what will be 
the financial effect of the proposed modification to the existing liability. 
But if the Bill had been in force in the last five ^pars ending 1039-40, 
the amount of compensation would have been enhanced by some 25 per 
cent, and the amount involved would have been some lis. 60,000 

I ought to bring to the notice of the House one pointy of considerable 
importance to passengers. It is that the machinery to receive and settle 
• claims will, under this Bill, bo put in motion immediately after the 
accident has occurred and there will not be the delay which is necessitated 
now by the inquiry which is normally held. This, again, should be of 
very material assistance to the poorer classes of the people to whom 
immediate relief is so essential. 

I would also remind the House that any individual who is dissatisfied 
•with the amount offered by the Railway or by any Assessment Commit¬ 
tee which may be appointed would continue to be able to seek redress 
through the ordinary processes of the law if he were dissatisfied subject 
.to the maximum figure of Re. 7,000 which is contained in the Bill. 

So far as I know, no country in the world at present legislates for the 
•payment of compensation by a railway in the case of an accident for 
which the railway is in no way responsible due to its negligence or the 
negligence of its servants. But I believe that I am right in thinking 
that public opinion in this country feels th*at it is anamolous that when 
a man is killed in a railway accident, his wiodw and children should 
receive compensation if a station mastbr or a signalman or a driver is at 
fault but should be left destitute if some person removes a rail. The 
suffering to the victims in either case is identical and I do not think I hat 
all the lawyer’s logic will convince the average man that the very different 
treatment afforded to the two classes of passengers is entirely equitable. 
It was, therefore, from this point of view, of meeting a public demand 
based on human need which caused my predecessor, Sir Andrbw Clow, 
to initiate this Bill, and it is the same point of view which actuates the 
'Government of India in bringing forward the Bill at this time now that 
it IS ready. 

Sir M^ammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division Muhammadan Rural): 

question which my Hongurable friend may explain? Ip 
the Bill It is said that people who.are travelling without a ticket will 
not be entitled to any benefit. On whom wilU the burden lie to prove 
that the man was travelling without a ticket? There may be a corpse 
burat niutilated and no ticket may. be found; it may ha,ve been 

The Honouiable Sir Kd^d BenthaU: That situation, of course, arises 
•today also. ■ . 



THE INDIAN RAILWAYS (AMENDMENT) BILL 393 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khau: But bow will it be met? 

The HonouraUe Sir Edward Beuthall: It is met in the course of the 
inquiry and it will be met in the same way as it is met today. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: 
Muhammadan Rural): I thought a passenger is not a passenger if he is 
travelling <without a ticket or a pass:, he is an intruder. 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: A passenger is a person who 
pays for his ticket. A person who does not pay for his ticket is not a 
passenger but^i. trespasser. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: What about the man who is travelling 
with a pass? Will he come in the category of a ticket holder or will he 
be considered a trespasser? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Motion moved: 

'‘‘That the Bill further to amend the Indian Railways Act, 1890, be referred to 
a Select Committee conaieting of Sir Hugh Baper, Mr. Muhammad Nauman, Nawab 
Siddique Ah l^an, Mr. J. Ramsay Scott, Sir Frederick James, Raja T. Manavcdan, 
Bao Bahadur N. Sivaraj, Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya, Pandit Nilakantha 
Das. Dr. Sir Balanji Dmshaw Dalai, Mr. N. M. Joshi and the Mover and that the 
number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the 
Committee shall be five.” 

Babu Baijnath Bajoria (Marwari Association: Indian Commerce): 
Sir, I whole-heartedly support this motion moved by my Honourable 
friend, the Railway Member, and I congratulate him for bringing forward 
a Bill of this nature which will help the poorer classes of people. It was 
a pressing necessity especially at this time when there is so much 
'sabotage going on to derail trains. The persons who may be involved in 
such accidents will now get the relief under this Bill to which they would 
not have been entitled under the ordinary law in force at the pre.^emi 
moment. It is also gratifying to note that relief will be given imme¬ 
diately after the accident, even on the report of the station master, the 
driver or the signalman. 

I also want to say something about the proviso in the Bill, that no 
passenger will be given the benefit of this Bill if he has not got a proper 
pass or a ticket. I think this is rather hard. He may be a ticketless 
passenger, but it will be very difi&cult to find out whether he was a ticket- 
less passenger or not, as has been rightly pointed out by Sir Muhammad 
Yamin Khan. He may not have a ticket in his possession; the nicketi 
may be in the possession of somebody else. Supposing there is a party 
of ten persons travelling together and the tickets may be in the posses¬ 
sion of one person. Supposing that person is also involved in the acci¬ 
dent along with other persons. In that case the other nine persons may 
not get the benefit of this Bill. I think the Railway Member will see 
that such an injustice is not done. Sir, take the case of a ticketless 
marr, itho is injured, in my opinion he should be made to pay for the 
value of the ticket plus the excess fare pr other penalty which may be 
imposed on bim but he must get the benefit of the compensation provided 
in this Bill. There is a law that if he is a ticketlessrpassenger, you cun 
12 Noon. ticket, the extra fare and 

penalty. Why should he be deprived of the benefit of this 
Bill? - . 
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The Honourabla Sir Edward Benthall: Because he is a trespasser. 

Babu Baijnath Bajorla: In all cases ticketless passengers are not 
trespassers. Supposing a person has arrived at the station too late to 
purchase a ticket and he just gets into the compartment. Sometimes he 
has got an opportunity to te'l the guard, sometimes he does not find that 
opportunity. I would personally feel much more satisfied if that portion 
is taken out of the Bill altogether. There are provisions by which you 
can penalise a man for not buying a ticket. He has no hand in the acci¬ 
dent. When you are giving the benefit to the injured, I do not think 
he should be precluded from getting it. I hope the Select Committee 
will consider the point I have raised. Sir, I support the motion. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind; Non-Muhammadan Rural): Sir, I ieall.> 
welcome a Bill of this nature. The public has been crying over the 
difficulties that hitherto existed in getting compensation. The techni¬ 
cality of proving negligence on the part of the railway has become very 
difficult. Many times, the railways put the accidents to sabotage and 
then they plead that negligence be proved on the part of the ruilway.s. I 
also know that these matters are investigated by some officers. I think 
some Inspector of some Department is dejiuted to find out the cause of 
the accident and also <o see whether there was negligence on the part 
of the railway or not. Now, Sir, I am glad to see that that difficulty 
is being removed and compensation will be given to a certain extent. 
That has been provided in the Bill without the necessity of any proof of 

neglect or any mistake on the part of the railway for the accident. 

I see now-a-days there is much sabotage and derailment and-on Ihia 
account there is much loss of life and property In such cases i: is 
reallj an act of grace, it has become a great necessity for the railways 
to recognise that those persons, who are involved in the accidents 
through no fault of their own, are eligible for compensation. I under¬ 
stand that a niaxirnuni of Es 7,000 has been fixed in the case of any 

one person T should like to know how this maximum has been fixed at 

this figure In certain cases m which people have been killed, if then- 
heirs go to the courts in the ordinary way, they could get more com¬ 
pensation if neglect is proved on the part of railways Now, I want to 
know why the maximum is fixed at J^. 7,000. We are not told about 
this at all. The Honourab’e Member also said that in order to fix what 
amount should be paid, some committee will be set up There is nothing 
in the Act to say that any committee will be set up and their verdict 
will be final until the person takes to some other ordinary course. I 
should like to know from the Honourable Member that if the committee 
gives a certain amount and if a person is dissaftsfied w^th the award, to 
whom has he got to appeal against that? What is the remedy left foi? 
him? Is the decision of that committee final? If so, it is not fair at 
all. I should also like to know whether the Committee will comprise 
purely of officials or whether non-officials also will be associated with the' 
officials. I submit there ought to be non-officials also, so that the com¬ 
mittee's decision might satisfy the people that they have got a reason¬ 
able amount. Tn this way, they neecT not have recourse -to courts of 
law. 4 

The sabotages and damage to life anfi property have been very muoh 
this year. I find that in-the Act no date ie mentioned as to when it will 
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have effect. I warit to know whether this Act will have retrospective 
effect also. In my opinion the Bill should have retrospective effect 
because the accidents that have now happened are so horrible and the 
damage to life and property is so great that all cases should be included 
in the consideration of this Bill and suitable compensation given to them 
also. For instance, I may draw the attention of the House to the hor¬ 
rible accidents that occurred in Sind on account of lawlessness of the 
Hurs. The Lahore mail was derailed, many people were killed, there 
was so much loss of property. Do I understand that the accidents that 
occurred recently in Sind will also be included in this Bill for the purpose 
of compensation? Of course, all these accidents in Sind may not be due 
t* the neglect of the railways. What I submit is that a liberal inter¬ 
pretation should be put on cases like these and compensation should be 
paid to them. If this measure is enacted so as to apply only to future 
cases of accidents, it will not be fair at all. Then you are giving no 
help to anybody. Th^ dependants of these people who were involved in 
these accidents due to derailment should get compensation under this 
Bill. Otherwise, this measure will only be an eyewash. I hope it is the 
intention of the Honourable Member to apply this Act to cases which 
happened recently. 

With regard to persons who are without ticket, I do not understand 
why that provision should be made. It w’ill cause complication. It will 
mean again enquiries as to whether a man had ticket or not. These 
enquiries might be very perfunctory and they may not be very satisfac¬ 
tory at all. T submit th^ provision should not exist. My reason is 
this. It is well-known ,that if people are without ticket, they' will be 
found out at the previous junction where tickets are generally examined 
by the travelling tteket cqjlectors, who are on the train and who move 
about even in running trains. If there are any people who have no tickets, 
they will be found out. What I submit is this. If an accident takes 
place beyond that junction or the train has passed a certain station where 
the tickets could have been examined, then what is the necessity of find¬ 
ing out whether they had tickets or not? Because in accidents like 
these when people are injured, very seriously, they do not take care of 
their tickets, they do not see whether their tickets are in their pockets, or 
whether they kept them in their luggage or whether they were in the posses¬ 
sion of somebody else—their servants, w’ho may also have been killed. There¬ 
fore, Sir, if you are in a mood to help—as, it seems to me, you are—rdo 
not put such restriction. Now, for instance, some persons are injured 
or killed due to an accident, and you don’t find tickets on some of th<'m. 
How can you say that one man was travelling purposely without havmg 
a proper ticket, and the other took his ticket but it cannot be found. I, 
therefore, think that there is justification lor Honourable Members in this 
House to ask for the elimination of these words from clause 2. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur'Hahim): This Bilfis going 
to a Select Committee and there is a very heavy agenda for today. The 
Honourable Member will, therefore, be brie^. 

Mr. Lalchand HaValial: ;i submit. Sir, that a Bill like this should be 
passed as speedily as possible. I cannot understand—and the Honour¬ 
able Member has not told uf either—why he' wants this Bill to he consi¬ 
dered hy a ^e^ct Committee. I think'that it should be put before thia 
House f^ consideration so that it may be, passed and the dependants of 
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■ those killed or injured in triiiii accidents may get some relief at an early 
' date. I, theretore, submit that this Bill should be passed as speedily as 

postiible. 

■ Maulvi Muhamiuad Abdul Ohanl (Tirhut Division: Muhammadan): 
Sir, I arn glad that there is such a measure before this House, although 
' it is long overdue. The credit for introducing this measure does not, I 
•think, go to the Government. In my opinion the present chaos and dis¬ 
order have necessitated the introduction of such a measure, especially 
when it is going to pinch the Government because their employees #nd 
officials are going to be injured or killed. ... \ 

Dr. P. N, Banerjea (Calcutta Suburbs: Non-Muhaminadan Urban). 
But even then credit is due to the Government for bringing forward this 
ineasui'e 

Maulvi Muhaiumad Abdul Ohaoi: Sir, a limit has been put here about 
the damages; it is provided'that the liability of a railway administration 
shall in no case exceed seven thousand rupees. In sub-clause (7) of 
clause 2 of the Bill, it is mentioned that “loss on account of destruc¬ 
tion or deterioration of animais or goods owned by a passenger will also 
be included ’. Sir, I fail to understand this. Supposing the value of 
animals or goods accompanying the passenger is worth more than rupees 
seven thou.saad, say a lakh of rupees, even" then it will mean that all 
that he will get will be ouiy rupees seven thousand^ I expected that the 
Honourable Member, with his business heed.^phoul'd have consideted this 
point. 

Then there is no mention in the Bill that this applies only to third 
: class passengers, although it has been pointed out by the Honourable 
' Member in charge that the passengers may be from poorer classes and 

■ seven thousand rupees would be enough. Here there is no exemption of 
other class passengers. Therefore, as the Bill stands, passengers of all 
classes can -be treated under sub-clause {2) and rupees seven thousand is 
a very small figure for the losses to be* sustained by all classes of 
passengers. 

'There is another point in regard to tickelless passengers; there is a 
resti'iction imposed here. When there is an accident there, is so much 
confusion that tickets and luggage can hardly be traced out, the dead 
I>ersons are sometimes torn to pieces, their limbs are separated and so 
on. Under such circumstances, who will care whether the person had 
a ticket or not? In my view, therefore, this restriction is not justified. 
T hoiie this restriction will be deleted when the Bill is considered by the 
^bleot Committee. 

. While on this point of persons travelling without, tickets, 1 would 
like to mention another case: What about those persons who on accouht 
of want of time, informed the guard that they will purchase tickets at 
the next station^ and supposing an accident occurs before reaching that 
station. Such paasengers shbuld not be excluded from the grant of com¬ 
pensation. But thete is no provision made here. I hope the Select 
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Committee will take into consideration all these points. With these 
few words, I support the motion. 

Sir Otwasji Jehangir (Bombay City: Non-Muhammadan Urban): Sir, 
although the Bill appears to be a very simple one, it has far-reaching 
effects. As I understand the position, it is that under the present law 
if negligence is proved on the part of the liailway Administration there 
is no limit to the damages that the railways will have to pay. The 
damages will be levied by a court of law according to the standing of 
the passenger killed or injured, according to his earnings and what his 
family have lost by his death or injury to him. By this Bill the 
damages are limited to rupees seven thousand, regardless of the stand¬ 
ing of the passenger, but the concession made is that negligence uoed 
not be proved on the part of the railways. Well, Sir, that is a double* 
edged weapon. The Railways will never have to pay more than rupees 
seven thousand to any individual passenger; at the same time the passen¬ 
ger need not prove negligence on the part of railways. But what about 
the position where a passenger can prove negligence, or his successors or 
his heirs can prove negligence and where the damages under the present 
circumstances may be a lakh of rupees—damages to the extent ot a 
lakh of rupees has been paid by railways to an individual passenger on 
many occasions. In England it is a fairly common thing to have seven 
thousand or ten thousand pounds damages in the case of a 

passenger killed in hn accident. That is the loss sustained by 
his heirs by his death and , therefore, I do think that point 

deserves consideration on the part of the Select Committee. 
You cannot deprive passengers of their present privileges, or the 
heirs of passengers of their present privileges of getting 
damages according to the standing of the passenger. That is one point 
I would like to emphasise and which I would ask the Select Committee 
to consider. If you are making a concession, by all means do so, but 
do not deprive others who may have a claim for much greater compensa¬ 
tion than rupees seven thousand. That ougbl~to remain if negligence on 
the part Of the railway administration can be proved. 

The other point is about ticketless passengers. Perhaps the Select 
Committee will examine the percentage of these passengers or trespas¬ 
sers,, if the Honourable Member chooses to call them so, and compare it 
with the number of passengers that travel It may be a fairly high per¬ 
centage. The figures were given to the House some time ago and I cannot 
remember them. Then there is the percentage of trains that meet with 
accidents in a year. When you take these two percentages together, you 
will find perhaps that the percentage of ticketless passengers on a trijin 
that meets with an accident is very small indeed, and it is for considera¬ 
tion whether it will not be wcadih while neglecting this provision after 
considering these two percentages, because there is the risk of injustice 
as has been pointed out by several Honourable Members. It might not 
be possible for the heiw of a passenger to prove that he had a ticket 
but that the ticket was in the possession of somebody else killed, or 
that he informed the guard that he had no time to purchase a ticket. 
Under thosb circumstances, I would ask the Honourable Member to 
ebmpare those two averages and if he finds that there are a negligible 
humJber of tksketless travellers on trains that,meet with accidents, he then 
should consider, however legitimate alay be the claim he makes, of paying 
compensation to tuoh passengei's. 
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Dr. Sir zUniiHiw Ahmad : I .would like to draw the attention of the 
Honourable Member to two points: the one is that the number of persona 
who travel without tickets, though in'itself a large one, is less than .01 
per cent, and therefore if this law stands, then a large proportion of those 
killed will be found without tickets, because the people on the spot will 
be the railway authorities and we apprehend that there may not be a 
square deal for every passenger concerned: secondly, we have .a maximum 
of Rs. 7,000 for all. We have to make a distinctton as regards Ihe 
class of person injured. Rs. 7,000 may be a big sum for one passenger, 
but a trifling amount for another passenger. The sum is too low for 
persons travelling in upper classes. These are the two points that should 
be considered. 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I thank Honourable Members for 
the support they have given to the principle of the Bill. One or two 
Members asked why we suggested a Select Committee. The reason in my 
mind was that I thought there would be some argument about the 
maximum of Rs. 7,000 and that Honourable Members through the Select 
Committee would like to have an opportunity of examining the reason¬ 
ability of that figure. 

Sir Muhammad Tamin Khan: We all want a Select Committee. 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Mr. Abdul Qhani, followed by 
subsequent speakers, stated' the case for the rich man. I was frankly 
more interested in the case of the poor man. However, the rich men on 
the Select Committee will have an opportunity of stating their case. On 
the question ^vhether the Bill would bo retrospective, so faf as I am con¬ 
cerned, the answer will be in the negative, and I should like to stress again 
that this Bill was not produced on the spur of the moment. It was initiated 
some considerable time ago by my predecessor, Sir Andrew Clow, and. 1 
pointed out at the end of my speech that I brought the Bill forward as 
soon as it was ready because I thought it answered a public demand. 
As regards this question of ticketless passengers, I understand that a 
passenger is defined in the Act (I cannot lay my hand on it at the mo¬ 
ment) ^s a person who has either a ticket or a pass, and that is the defi¬ 
nition which will apply to this amending Bill. The suggestion is that 
someone who is not a passenger, someone who has not got a ticket or a 

J ass should benefit from this Bill. My Honourable friend. Sir Cowasji 
ehangir, suggested that everyone should benefit, whether he had a 
ticket or not. As I pointed out in my speech, this scheme is a form of 
insurance—every ticket will carry some insurance. I would ask my 
Honourable friend, whether, if he fails to pay his premium—in tnis case 
if he fails to take his ticket—the Insurance Company would pay him the 
insurance which is not due to him? 

Sir OowaBji JehUlgir: One is very easily proved, the other is not. 
When a man is dead it is difficult to find whether he had a ticket on him 
or not. He may have the ticket in a box which is lost. I pointed out 
that what I wanted ekamined was the average of ticketless men on a train 
that meets with an accident, t.a., of ticketiess passengers and the number 
of trains that meets with accidents; Then you get an average of the 
number of people who taravel in a train iiiat meets with on accident. I 
asked him to consider the matter in relation to those averages. 



THE IXDIAN RAILWAYS (AMENDMENT) BILL 89^ 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU: 1 am not sure, Sir, whether 
those statistics will be' available, but I would point out. . . . 

Sir OOWasji Jehangir: They were given to the House by Sir Andrew 
Clow. 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU: That was not within my 
experience. But under the existing Act there are ticketless passengers 
and when an accident occurs the first thing that the railway staff do is 
to find out whether passengers have tickets on them and where their 
tickets are; and I do not think that there has been any case in the past 
of coinplaint against the railways for failure to pay compensation on this 
ground, in cases where compensation was due from them. I do not think 
that it should be otherwise in the future. But in any ca^e this and other 
points, such as those which have been raised by Mr. Lalchand Navalrai, 
will all be considered by the Select Committee and, if I may say eo, 
these points, which have been raised, are justification for putting the 
matter to n Select Committee. • 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): The question is: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Bailways Act, 1890, be referred to 
a,Select Committee consisting of Sir Hugh Baper, Mr. Muhammad Nauman, Nawab 
Siddique Aii Khan, Mr. J. Ramsay Scott, Sir Frederick Jamea, Baja T. Manavedan, 
Rao Bahadur N. Sivaraj, Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya, Pandit Nilakantha 
Das, Dr. Sir Ratanji Dinshaw Dalai, Mr. N. M. Joshi and the Mover and that the 
number of members whose presence shall be necessary to consitute a meeting of the 
Committee fhall be five.’’ ' 

The motion was adopted. 


THE EECIPROCITY BLLh. 

Mr. Presicfeiit (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Hopse wilt 
now resume further consideration of the. following motion moved by Mr. 
Govind V. Deshmukh on Tuesday, the ’24th March, 1942, namely. 

“That the Bill to make provisions in regard to entry, residence, the aoqbiiition, 
holding or disposal of property, franchise, the holding of Mblic office, or the carrying 
on of any occupation, trade, business or profession in British India by persons 
domiciled in the British possessions on a basis of reciprocity, be ref-:rred to a Select 
Committee consisting of the Honourable the Law Member, the Honourable Mr. 
M. S. Aney, Sir F. £. James, Mr. J. Ramsay Scott, Sir Syed Raza All, Syed 
Ohulam Bhik Nairang, Sardar Sant Singh, Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta, Mr. 
Hooseinbhoy Abdullalmai Lalljee, Mr. N. M. Joshi, Mr. Naoroji M. Dumasia, Qazi 
Mohammfd Ahmad Kami, Mr. K. 0. Neogy, Mr. Lalchand Navalrai, Khan Baljador 
Sir Abdul Hamid and the Mover and that the number of members whose presence 
shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be five.” 

Mr. Oovlnd V, DedunEkh (Nagpur Division: Non-^luhaminadan): 
Sir, I Ijeg to move that the debate 'adjourne4 at' the last Session be 
resumed for consideration. 

Last tiipe wb^n I made a motion for reference'to Select Committee, 
Ithere was an Amendment moposed by my Hobourable friend, Mr. Aney, 
«nd 1 accepted the atnendment for adjournment of the debate without 
any speech in reference to.the motion of the Bfil.' I see there is a similar 
amendment today. 1 should first of all like to ^peak on the mreits o£ 
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this Bill and deal with some of the points matte last time by my Honour¬ 
able friend, Mr. Aney, as to why the amendment should have been ac¬ 
cepted at that time and if points are made again today for this amend¬ 
ment to bo accepted I would like to deal with those points later. 

In my Statement of Objects and Reasons I have stated that Indians 
overseas are suffering from disabilittes, and the Indians Overseas as well 
as the Indians in India have given expression to those disabilities. They 
begin from the entry into a Colony or Protectorate or Crown Colony or 
Dominion and end with the acquisition or alienation of land in the Colony 
and even marriages that the parties are willing to contract. 

Let me first of all give a bare idea as to what the disabilities are. 
The position of Indians is this. In Australia, New Zealand, Canada and 
Now Guinea, Indian immigration into those Dominions is strictly pro¬ 
hibited. Then, I will come to South Africa. The emigration of Indians 
to South Africa is strictly prohibited. There are no political or municipal 
franchise for Indians in South Africa. Then I come to this passage— 

"In Durban Indians wearing the national dress, and all others in practice, unless 
they are well-known to the principal otRcials, are required to travel outside the 
Municipal tramcars, no matter what the state of the weather may be And even then, 
they are not always safe from molestation by the conductors. A similar state of 
affairs e.xisls in Pietermaritzburg. 

It 18 practically iriipossiblo for an Indian to secure accommodation in a hotel in 
South Africa. 

With the e.«eption of one small plot of ground in Pretoria. Indians cannot own 
fixed property in the Transvaal. The old Dutch Jjaw 3 of 1886 still operates, not¬ 
withstanding all the protests of Imperial Ministers. 

Indians cannot purchase a penny stamp at the public counter in the Main Hall 
of the General Post Office, Johannesburg. , 

Indians are not allowed to use the Pretoria tramcars in Johannesburg; they are 
prevented from riding on the ordinary municipal cars, but special \railer cars, for 
.\frican and coloured people are occasionally run, at irregular intervals and on certain 
routes only, but out of regard for its dignity, arc never used by the Indian com¬ 
munity The prohibition is contained in section 33 of the Johannesburg Tramway 
bye-laws. 

British Indians with othet- coloured people are put into specially reserved compart¬ 
ment when travelling second class on the railways." 

Then as regards Kenya. There have been many similar disabilities 
in Kenya and we have had several debates—we had a very lucid debate 
in dealing^with this question of the disabilities of Indians in Kenya. 
Tile policy followed was to appease the 'European settlers; the Colonial 
Office had so far declined to consider the legitimate demands of Indian 
settlers for a common electoral roll. Then, Indians are not admitted 
into hotels and restaurants. This is the state of affairs in these Colonies; 
and let it be remembered that as far back as 1923 and .1937 the illustrious 
representatives of Indians did refer to this mat^ter. The RL Hon. Sir 
Tej Bahadur Sapru at the Imperial Conference of 1923 said; 

‘T have noted with great pleasure the spirit of cordiality shewn by pay oolleaguea 
from all over the Hinpire except General Smuts. I hote that what is Wanted really 
has been achieved, namely, that they recognise the character of the resolution of 1921, 
that they have given me hope that they would do something material to achieve the 
•nd i namely, the accompliabmett of the Jaiocipla of equality." 
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May I here remark that that hope has hot yet beeu realised; and as I 
will show later on, disqualifications have been heaped upon us in num¬ 
bers. Then the Honourable Sir Muhammad Zefrullah Khan in 1937 
said: / 

“India ia a foreign substance in the body politic of the British Commonwealth of 
Nations, and for the health, indeed for the continued existence of the British 
Commonwealth, it is imperative that this foreign substance shall either be completely 
assimilated into the system or cast out of it; otherwise, the safety of the whole 
system would be put in jeopardy. I am sure we are all agreed that the last would 
be too cowardly and too disastrous a remedy, disastrous alike for India as Well as 
for the rest of* the Commonwealth, and indeed, in the view of those who have the 
vision to see. for the world at large. "We are, therefore, left with the other remedy 
that I have indicated— viz., complete assimilation.” 

This wufe in 1937. We are in the year 1942 and there is not the 
slightest vestige of our being assimilated. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas referred to the position of Indians in the 
Dominions and expressed the hope that reforms would be carried out in. 
this connection as a result of the effects of the new Constitution. There 
was something, however, much worse, which had lately been exercising 
the minds of Indians in rather a grave manner, and that was the position 
of Indiana in a Protectorate of the British Government under the super¬ 
vision of the Colonial Office, namely, Zanzibar, Indians could to a cer¬ 
tain extent appreciate the reason why they should have patience regard¬ 
ing their position in the Dominions, but in the. case of His Majesty's 
Government it was extremely difficult for them to reconcile themselves 
to a position which appeared to them, and which was, quite impossible. 
The first speaker in the discussion had referred to the activities of the Con¬ 
gress with strong disapproval, but such treatment of Indians as proposed 
in Zanzibar, within the British Empire and under the direct edntroi Of a 
Cabinet Minister, was more likely to drive Indians towards the extrente 
left in India than anything else, 

I have referred to the debate on Kenya and I would refer to the speech 
of my Plonourable friend, Sir Syed Baza Ali, who has given ^us an idea 
that "the disabilities were gradually being increased. He says (L A. 
Debates 1939-Vol. II): 

“It is most unfortunate, it is humiliating and miserable, that, while the political 
constitution of India has undergone changes, while it has granted to the [leople of 
India certain rights and associated them more and more with the Bovernment of 
thp country, outside India there has been one continuous course 'of policy sulijecting 
Indians to disabilities and adding to those disabilities, beginning in any case iiith 
the year 1908. Whereas the first Reform Act associated with the n.im'es of I.ords 
Minto and Morley was passed m the year 1909, the course of disabilities outsido 
India began in the year 1908.” 

Here he has unequivocally referred to the continuance of disabilities 
and those disabilities being increased. Sir, the' remedy left to the Gov¬ 
ernment of India is one of negotiktions. That was impressed uixin us 
times out of number, that the only thing that the Government of India 
C4n do is to carry on negotiations with His Majesty’s Government. The 
niisfortune of those who carry on negotiations, if they have lo sanction 
behind them, is, that they have solely to rely upon the favour of the 
persona with whom they have to carr^ on negotiations. It was exactly 
this sense of frustration, this feeling of despair which made the Agent 
General Sii* Girja Shankar^^^ajpai to say at page 1686 of the same 
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volume. In the debate the question was raised that if our political status 
WHS the same as thaf of the Dominions or of the United Kingd*)in things 
miglit be set right. Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai said- 

“But it is not merely a question of political or constitutional status. I think it 
is fair to recognise that it is a question of sanctions. What is it with which you can 
back up your r^resentations ’ Even within the constitutional limitations which 
press upon the Ooverninent of India today it will be admitted, that where certain 
sanctions are available to us, the Government of India have not Hesitated to make 
use of those sanctions in order to safeguard legitimate Indian interests." 

Sir Syed Kaza Ali then wanted him to quote one or two such ins- 
tarujes. Sit Girja Shankar Bajpai said: 

“Yea. With regard, for instance, to Village Communities ‘franchise, a question 
which has been under consideiation for some time in Ceylon, the Government of 
India were in a position to suspend the assisted emigration of recruited labour and 
they did it. Similarly, with regard to wages in Malaya, a situation of that kind 
arose and the Government of India and the Secretary of State used the weapon which 
u in their hands.” 

It is only with respect to these that use was made of the power which 
the Government had. but there has been on the Statute-book an Act 
which preveuta the entry into India of South Africans. No rules have 
been framed and the power which the Government has has not been 
exetciaed in that respect at all. It has been exercised, it is true, in the 
case cf Ceylon and Malaya, but we must remember that these are small 
fries. 'If we are to be afraid of big guns, then the small fries also take 
courage and you will find it exemplified in the case of the attitude of 
Kenya. The Government of Kenya said in the year 1937 that whatever 
might be the state of affairs, if* anybody wanted to interfe e in their 
administration they would not tolerate it. 1 forget the name of the Lord 
who said it. That is the position so far as the Crown Colonies or Pro¬ 
tectorates are concerned. They follow the footsteps of the Dorninions 
when they see that the Government of India is in a helpless condition to 
do anything; to have the grievances of Indians Overseas removed. 

Let me also refer to certain of the disabilities which have increased. 
In April last, we find from a cable snent down by Reuters from ^Cape 
Town: * 

“Field Marshal Smuts was asked whether the British oiler to India {the reference 
as to Str Stafford Crypyt’ 'profoscis), had met with his approval and whether the grant¬ 
ing of Dominion Status to India would confer on Indians in the Union the rights 
and privileges Of the nationals of other British Dominions and whether Indians' in 
the Union would have t^e right to claim full Union nationality and political 
equality.” 

I 

It wfil appear from this that they are very much afraid of any poli¬ 
tical equality being grai;ited to or any rights which could be enjoyed by 
the citizens of the Union being enjoyed by Indians. The Field Marshal 
was then asked: 

“Whether he would inform the British Government that acceptonce of its pro¬ 
posals to India Would not impose any obligations on the Union with reference to 
existmg legislation.” ' 

And the existing legislation is full pf disabilities. In other words, 
they w-nnted these disabilities to remain intact and the Indians should 
not enjoy the -same rights which any citizen in Bouth Africa enjoys. 
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“In Natal the educational grant for Indians baa not been fully utilised year after 
^ear and IndiM students are not allowed to study side by side with white students 
an the university.” 

However much we may boast that Indian soldiers fight shoulder to 
shoulder with the British soldier, the American soldier and the Australian 
soldier, when it comes to a question of enjoying the rights of citizenship 
we arc poles as under. The statement is meant by way of only a sort of 
stimulus for Indians to help in the war. If we are to examine the alle¬ 
gations about the bravery of Indians and the Indian soldier fighting 
■shoulder to shoulder, in the light of what is happening in the civil life, 
in the life oi these Indians in the Dominions, we can very well say that 
tins is all a camouflage. Let me say what is happening in Durban again 
a recent example after last April. The Secretaries of the Natal Indian 
•Congress say: 

“The Medwood gardens are one of the beauty spots of Durban, moreover, they 
are public gardens and as such should be accessible to all sections of the jiopnlation. 
It_ is most reprehensible, therefore, that Indian citizens of this tity who take civic 
pride ii» the local amenities are debarred from sitting in the gardens, and told to 
leave by native policemen.” 

This again from the Times of India: 

“There are nearly 41,000 male Indiana in Natal; but, according to the recently 
published annual report of the Protector of Indian Immigrants, only 2b,000 are listed 
as employed.” 

Sii Sy6d Raza All (Cities of the United Provinces: Muhamui'idan 
Urban). What is the date of that article from the Times of India? 

Mr. Qoviiid V. Deslmiukh: About four days ago: 

“Thousands (it says) are not only workless but destitute. This seems a surpris¬ 
ing statement. There must have been expansion of war inChistries throughout South 
Africa; and this should normally have the effect of reducing unemployoiont among 
all communities in the Union. If thousands of Indians in Natal are not cniy 
workless but destitute, the matter would appear to need immediate attention from 
-all authorities, not excluding India’s High Commissioner in South Africa” 

1 will now come to Ceylon, where we have the same painful story. 
This appears in the Statesman of the 19th September, 1942: 

“Even BO recently as .three months ago, Mr. lyor (who was connected with the 
Hconomic Committee of the Ceylon European Association and t< now in Bombay) 
said in an inte^iew, ‘the Chief Secretary of the Ceylon Government had invoked 
the aid of a four-year old order precluding Indians fro;n holding temporary, acting 
and substitute appointments even m such departments as the A. R. P. and supplies. 
Uon^uently, notices had been served on Indians employed in such deparlanents 
terminating their services from Augu|it 31st last. The Ceylon Governmeni, while 
«liminating Indians, had allowed evacuees from^ Malaya and other jtlaces to continue 
in service’,” 

W*! have had in lihia island restnotions as regards immigration. 
Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai said, “We are doing all we can but we are not 
backed up by sanctions”. I have now given this Government the sanc¬ 
tions required, in the form of this Bill, which I hope will be accepted by 
the Government. 

As 1 have said in. my Statement of Objects and Eeasons, the Bill if 
passed into law will provide the necessary sa'nction, which will enable 
the (government ot India to take strong and effective action—-though hot 
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as fcflfective as the economic—to bring about a solution of our troubles. 
The permanent solution of our troubles can only be achieved when India 
enjoys the same freedom as South Africa or Great Britain. 

It has been already pointed out that the Government have, as a mat¬ 
ter of fact, conceded the principle of the Billf. Last time when art 
amendment was moved, it was suggested that we should not disturb the 
peaceful atmosphere that was prevailing at that time and in view of the 
fact that the atmosphere at that time was full of hope, that Sir Stafford 
Cripps had come out with reform proposals, I did not waiit to press my 
motion but accepted the amendment outright. As 1 have smd. in. 
between the position has gone worse. Let me refer to one passage in a 
statement. This again refers to the Durban Indians: 

“The latest information received from the Natal Indian Congress revetits the fact 
that the iiew move of the Durban City Council involves the e\propriation of 1.095 
acres of Indian-owned lands at Riviiside, Merebank and Sydenham in terms of 
section 11 of the Slums Act.’* 

There were representations in connection with this matter by the 
Indians who have got several organisations. They expressed their fears 
to the ?dinister but not having received any satisfaction, they approached 
Sir Shafat Ahmad Khan, the Indian High Commissioner in South Africa. 
Ho said that he has done everything m his power and he felt that Minis¬ 
ter Lawrence would definitely sanction the expropriation scheme. Now, 
w’hat is this expropriation scheme? It is to expropriate land from the 
Indians and allocate them to the Europeans as well as to the coloured 
people If this state of affairs is not put right soon, it will be a miser¬ 
able plight for the Indians who are in Durban. 

As regards public opinion, J may say that so far as the principle of the 
Bill is concerned, everybody is in favour of it. As a matter of fact, 
there is nothing to find fault with in the Bill and there were only one or 
two dissenters. The rest did not find fault even with the drafting of the 
Bill or the principles of the Bill. 

liCt me read just a few lines from the public opinions that we have 
received. All of them, are in favour but I wish to refer to certain speci¬ 
fic portions of the public opinion on the adviaibility of having legislation 
like this during war. The Honourable Mr. Aney had said' while moving 
his amendment last time: 

“On principle Government see no objection to the Bill, and it is more or less 
consideration of expediency which actuates Government in coming cut with this 
motion. At the present time the Government of India have been in correspondence 
With certain Colonial Governments and other (lovernments not to proceed with dis¬ 
criminatory measures which are before them and' I •'un glad to inform the House that 
some of them have agreed to that suggestion.” 


Sir Syed Baza. All: Will the Honourable Member read a little more 
loudly. We cannot hear. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): I hope the Hon¬ 
ourable Member is not going to read the whole of that pamphlet. 
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Mr. Oovind V. DMhxnukh: No, Sir. I am merely reading out » few 
lines which these gentlemen could not hear: 

“The South African Government have already decided not to proceed with dis¬ 
criminatory legislation and I learn that General Smuts has made a statement to the 
effect that they will not proceed with, Ordinances which discriminate against Indians 
during the war.” 

Here I may observe that this pledge was not kept : 

"When we ourselves are asking the Colonial and other Qovemments, which are 
covered by the words "British Possessions” in this Bill, not to proceed with dis¬ 
criminatory measures, it is necessary for us to maintain an atmosphere in which they 
can coolly consider our suggestions to that effect. Any discussion of the present 
measure is bound to bring out prominently the vanohs discriminatory measures which 
have been hitherto adopted by these countries and a discussion of that nature is 
bound to be of a somewhat undesirable nature.” 

We wanted to appease these people, the Colonies, by not referring 
to any unpleasant subjects on the floor of the House We wanted to 
maintain an atmosphere of harmony. We wanted to be gentlemanly, 
honest. The other party is not behaving in a gentlemanly way. It is 
the same story as in the case of the countries which wanted to appease 
the other countries whioh wanted to go to war. They could not be 
appeased and they went to war. The same story is repeated here. We 
are trying to appea&e the Colonies and the Dominions but they are not 
going to remave the disabilities that they introduce every now and then. 

Speaking about this point which was made by the Honourable 
I PM Member for Indians Overseas that there should be a peaceful 
atmosphere in these days of war, it wHl be observed that 
tiiere is a gentleman Khan Bahadur Abdul Wahid Khan who says that 
this is a step in the right direction. He further says thal it will have a 
very good effect on India's co-operation in the war. 

Dr. Sir Zlauddln Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: Mu¬ 
hammadan Ktiral): We have all read these opinions. What is the use 
of reading them? . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim): I am afraid the 
Honourable Member is repeating the arguments. 

Mr. Govlnd V. Deshmukh:' 1 am not reading all the o])inions. 

Mr. President (The Honourable «Sir Abdur Kahim). I think the Hon¬ 
ourable Member is reading too much. Besides, the amendment has not 
been moved yet. 

Mr. Qovind V. Deshmukh: I am merely stating at present !he point 
that was made out then by moving the amendment, that in these war 
time days a measure like this would hamper war activities. I am not 
reading from the opinions. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim): The amendment 
has not been moved yet. The Honourable Member has not seen the 
point. 

Mr,* Doyind V, Pesto m u kh ; I am cntioising the amendment which 
wq,s uftpved la^ time. 
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Hr. PrMld#nt (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rehinri). The Honourable 
Member cannot do that. 

Mr. Oovlnd V. Deshmukh: I am 

days of war we should go on with t 
can make. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member has said that repeatedly. 

Mr. Oovlnd V. Deshmukh: I merely wish to read one or two lines 
more. 

Hr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member cannot go on like that The House is getting impatient. 

Hr. Oovlnd V. Sestunukh: What I wish to emphasise is this. The 
Government opinion is that even in these days of war when we are com¬ 
ing together with different Colonies, Crown Colonies and the Dominions, 
and when we should have a congenial atmosphere amongst ourselves, we 
should not proceed with the Bill. But the public opinion is -that we 
should proceed with the Bill because it will facilitate the war measure. 
This is the opinion of many of those gentlemen who have forwarded 
their opinions. 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney (Member for Indians Overseas): Sir, 

1 move: 

"That the debate on the motion be adjourned till the next Session of the Assembly.” 

This was the motion that was moved on behalf of the Government 
in the last Session when my Honourable friend, Mr. Deshmukh, had moved 
the very motion which is now before the House, and the House had agreed 
to that motion. Mr. Deshmukh has now seized the opportunity of making 
a speech that he wanted to make, ventilating his views on the various 
disabilities and grievances which the Indians have to labour under in 
various Colonies, Dominions and other British Possessions. The point 
is not that these grievance^ do not exist. That is an admitted fact. The 
Government of India has been with the representatives of this House in 
urging upon these Colonial Governments, Dominion Governments and other 
Governments for the removal of those disabilities. There is no difference 
of opinion between the Government of India and the non-official Members 
of this House or the public opinion in the country outside. 

Another point which I want to bring out in this connection is this. 
Last time I prominently emphasised 'this fact, and the House by eidopting 
that motion virtually endorsed that fact, that wC are at present insisting 
upon all these Governments not to proceed with discriminatory legislation 
which were then on the anvil of some of the Legislatures of these Colonies. 
And I have given the House an assurance that I was glad to infonn them 
that sone of them have decided to maintain status quo.- I must say that 
none of those Colonies or Dominions have, proceeded with anyone of those 
measures which were then under consideration before them. So, it would 
not be right to say that any assurance that 1 was able to giVe in this 
House was not kept by them. That would be an entirely wrong position 


simply trying to show why in these 
That is the point which I 
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to take for this House. There were certain anti-Indian measures before 
the South African Government; and before the Ceylon Government as the 
Honourable Members know. But the measures have not been proceeded 
with. We have a status quo. It is true that two or three points have 
been brought out by Mr. Deshmukh. He has made a reference to the 
steps that are being taken by the Durban City Council and he has also 
mentioned one or two other things. These are matters which are still 
under negotiations between the Government of India and the Colonial and 
Union Governments. I cannot give any more information on that point 
as it would be difficult for me to deal with any specific grievances and say 
what the Government of India have been doing in this matter, but 1 
must also say that at this very moment the question as to what greater 
educational facilities can be pven to the Indian students is being tackled 
by the Union Government and in that matter the High Commissioner of 
the Indian Government and the members of a Conimittee appointed by 
the Union Government have been consulting each other. You cannot jjut 
the matter in one way only. I do not want to exonerate the Dominion 
and Colonial Governments from numerous disabilities under which their 
policy has kept down the Indian population there. But the point is whether 
this is ft proper time when we can think of forging some new retaliatory 
measures against them. The only justification which my Houourablo 
friend, Mr. Deshmukh, had made out for the sake of his Bill is ihat wo 
are forging new sanctions now and on the authority of those new sanctions 
the Government of India would be in a better position to meeting Colonial 
and other Governments in defending the rights of the Indians. 


It was really a great pity that our appeals and pretests hfeve so fnr 
generally been fruitless, futile and powerless. That was the main argu¬ 
ment which he advanced. I know there may be a time when retuliatcry 
measures will perhaps have to be used. If that time comes, I am sure 
the Government of India will not be lacking in making use of that weapon 
and arming themselves with the necessary sanction. In fact, the principle 
of retaliation has been considered and accepted by the Govermnent of 
India in the Indian Emigration Act itself. There is a provision in that 
Act and it has thus been statutorily recognised. If, unfortunately, we 
have to use it in some form or another, we will make' use of it. So, the 
principle of retaliation is not altogether a new one so far as the Govern¬ 
ment of India are concerned. The attempt of the present Bill is to widen 
the scope of that provision in that Act and include for the purpose of 
retaliation, other points which are enumerated in section 4. 


My submission to the House is this. At a time when it is necessary 
for the people of India to stand shoulder to shoulder with other Members 
of the British Commonwealth of Nations, and the United Nations, among 
which the members of the British Commohwealth are also included, is it 
wise for us to proceed with legislation which is likely to be a source of 
bitterness between the people of India and the people of the Colonies 
and the Dominions? ‘ Would a discussion of that kind tend to improve the 
relations and bring about that solids^ty oai which we have to count if we 
are to’pitoseoute this war with a (Wmbined will and with a full deter¬ 
mination to fight the enei^ who is knodkifig at the gates of India and 
- V^oha othet paria of the Empire? ^at ia ^e real point to be decided. 
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This is not the time when we can think more seriously about our domestic 
grievances. Domestic grievances are no doubt bad. But there are occa¬ 
sions when they have to be subordinated, there are occasions when those 
domestic differences have to be sunk and forgotten. We must show the 
enemies that we no longer aland divided amongst ourselves. We have to 
put up a joint combined front. If we begin to discuss these domestic 
grievances at this tmie, will it not show the world and the enemy that we 
are divided, will it not afford a great incentive and a strong motive for the 
enemy to knock at our doors more strongly and spot out the dangerous 
places? If we understand the significance of these things, then the 
necessity for postponing the discussion will be realised by Honourable 
Members of this House. In spite of what haa been stated by my Honour¬ 
able friend, Mr. Govind V Deshmukh, I appeal to the House that even 
though there is a good reason for us to feel that even the assistance that 
has been given by the Indian sepoys, about whose feats of valour and about 
whose exploits in all theatres of war, so much has been said, has not 
created that change of attitude towards Indians which we really want 
to have among the people of the Colonies and Dominions, still we should 
not, on our part, do anything to give cause to create bad feeling and 
to make the situation worse and thus add to the bitterness which already 
exists. I want the House to approach this question from fh.at point of 
view. My justification for putting this motion before the House is based 
upon the broader considerations of the big problem with which we are 
confronted, rather than upon the merits of the Bill itself. I move, there¬ 
fore, that the debate on the motion be adjourned till the next Session 
of the Assembly. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): Amendment moved: 

“That the debate on the motion be adjourned till the next Session of the 
Assembly.’’ 

This is the motion now before the House and the debate will be on 
this motion. 

Sir Syed Raaa All : Sir, I listened very carefully to the speech of the 
Honourable the Leader of the House .... 

Mr. President (The Hbnourable Sir Abdur Eahim). I want the Honour¬ 
able Member to speak on this amendment that the debate be adjourned 
till the next Session. 

Sir Syed Raza AU: I thought both the original motion and the present, 
amendment were open to discussion. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): No, no. Only 
this motion for adjourning the debate is now before the House for discus¬ 
sion. 

Six Syed Baza AU; Sir, as directed by you, I will speak cm'the motiim 
for adjourning the debate. The Honourable the Leader of the House 
told the House that a similar motion was tabled by the Government when 
this Bill was under discussion in March last and that this House gave 
Its blessing to that amendment with the result that the further consi- 
deration of the BUI ptood postponed till today. ' The attempt ;i8 repeated 
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on behalf of Government today, namely, having succeeded in getting 
a postponfernent in March last, they want to get another postponement. 
Prom what the Honourable the Leader of the House told us it seems 
that the Government are very keen that no action should be 
taken on this question by this House till the war lasts. (Interruption.) 
Yes, that is what I understood from the Honourable the Leader of the 
House; tliat is, till the war lasts no action should be taken. My Honour- 
, able friend who interrupts me did not listen to that speech'T'and so he 
should not interrupt me. 

Sir, my point is this- My Honourable friend whose patriotism we all 
value—1 have seen him work on the Standing Emigration Committee for a 
pretty long time and I can assure him that nobody would admire his 
courage and independence more than I do—^has had the benefit of sitting 
on official Benches now for over a year. It is not foi^ me to say how this 
association has affected Ins views But may I tell him that he was not 
justified in advising this House not to give further cause of complaint 
to any Dominions or Colonies against us. May I know from the Honour¬ 
able the Leader of the House if unfortunate and helpless India ever gave 
any cause of complaint to any Dominion or Colony, not to speak of further 
cause . . 

Mr. fiooseinbhoy A. Lalljee (Bombay Central Division: Muhammadan 
Bural): And will ever give. 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: Phe word “further” can be omitted 
from my sjieech if I have used it at all. Give any cause at all, that is 
what I have to say. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: May I congratulate my Honourable friend on 
ahowitig this reasonable attitude and I appeal to him to carry this reason- 
xibleness a little further and not persist in pressing this amendment. I 
do not want to use strong words but I feel very strongly on this subject. 
After all, I do not want to depict a tale of woe and misery, a Tale of 
sorrows and tears of our people who have settled abroad. Sir, ik me assure 
the House that the position is intolerable. It is not only so in South 
Africa; go to any part of the world where the unfortunate Indians have 
settled down and you find the same tale, that they are hardly treated, 
I do not want to use a strong word, as human beings. What is the use 
of citing East Africa or South Africa and those other Dominions which 
are as much masters of their houses as Great Britain? May I know what 
has been the result of our negotiations with Burma over the Indo-Buima 
Agreement ? 

Mr. Proflident (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member is straying beyond the motidn. The Honourable Member must 
'Cbhfine himself to the motion before the House. 

SIX Syed Baza Ali: I am citing these instances .... 

Mr. Pretidaht (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honouaraljle 
Member can gp on to any extent quoting these instances. 

Sir Syed Raitt All: May I kn6w your ruling,' Sir? 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Piahim): The Honourable 
Member’s speech must be relevant to this motion, namely, that the debate 
on the motion be adjourned. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: May I know whether the Honourable the lieader 
of the House referred to Colonies and Dominions in his speech? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Pahim): It is not for the 
Honourable Member to ask the Chair questions. The Honourable Member 
must accept the ruling of the Chair. 

Sir Syed Raza All: The real position is that our position has not 
improved anywhere and I think it is time that we made arrangements 
within the British Commonwealth of Nations, without giving any provoca¬ 
tion, to deal with the question effectively when the war is over. 


Sir, the Bill is a wholly innocuous, measure. There are two provisions 
in the Bill which are very important and to which the Honourable the 
Leader of the House has not paid any attention: One is that the provisioTis 
of this Bill would be given effect to only when the Governor General in 
Council notifies the date in the Gazette of India. This House would 
have no control; it would be only the Governor General who will decide 
that. Secondly, this Bill does not set up any administrative machinery 
for enforcing the provisions of the Bill. The power is again given to 
the Government of India to make rules and unless those rules are made 
the provisions of this Bill cannot be put into effect. In view of these 
two provisions, what possible objection can there be to this Bill being 
referred to a Select Committee, It is not bein^ passed. I am sure the 
Honourable the Leader of the House wants to do good to his own people. 
So far as my knowledge of the conditions of Indians Overseas Is concen.ed, 
I think—let me tell this House frankly—think that the time has come 
when this House should get ready to face the eventualities after the war. 
I do not want this House to do more; I submit that you should refer this 
Bill to a Select Committee. No harm will be done by doing that. Why 
this dilatory motion which has been proposed by the Leader of the House? 
That dilatorv motion is not required. If the Select Committee brings out 
a report and the Bill, as recommended by the Select Committee is passed 
by this House, it would be wholly in the hands of the Executive Govern¬ 
ment to put the provisions of the Bill into force or not. Therefore, T 
appeal to the Honourable the Leader of the House, about whose patriotism 
I haVe no doubt, that if he is anxious to serve his own peop’e and 
country—I mean Indians Overseas and India—he should not place any 
impediment in the way of this Bill going to a Select Committee. 

Let me tell my Honourable friend in all seriousness that if this' Bill is 
shelved like that, it will do a very very' serious injury to Indians’•xbroad. 
Since, Mr. President, you have ruled to that effect I am not going to men¬ 
tion anv particular parts of the British Commonwealth of Nations, but 
danger threatens us from every side. I see not a ray of hope anywhere; either 
in the adjoining countries or in the countries which lie three to five thousand 
miles away from" India. Let us take this Bill into consideration, let us 
pass it in such a form as may appeal to the eolkcHve wisdom of this 
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UouBe and, having done that, we should take no further action. Wo 
should leave it to the Governiuent of India to fix a date on which the 
provisions of this Bill shall come luto force, and to devise the necessary 
machinery to enforce its provisions. May 1 appeal to the Honourable 
the Leader of the House to withdraw his amendment—and in this connec¬ 
tion he can take the word of one who has tried to serve his uiifortiinate 
country—because any further postponement of this will have very very 
prejudicial and damaging repercussions outside India. If you simply 
refer this Bill to a Select C’onnnittee, no huriii will be done, l.et the 
Select C'onmiittee meet even during the next Session, but don’t kill this 
Bill by your dilatory motion Sir. I strongly appeal to my Honourable 
friend and this House to give their support to this Bill being referred to a 
Select Couuiuttee if this House wants to do even an iota of justice to its 
unfortunate countrymen settled abroad. Sir, I feel it my duty to oppose 
the amendment. 

Mr. Eooseinbhoy A. Lalljee: Sir, I rise to oppose the amendment, 
and after the speech that has been delivered by my Honourable Ineud, 
Sir lliiisa All, very little remains for me to tell you. Honourable Members 
can, without diffidence, put their reliance on what he said. He has been 
in a very responsible position as our representative and the representative 
of the (rovernmeiit of India, and 1 am .sure that every word that has fallen 
from him ought to carry great w’eiglit with all those [iresent here 

Sir, he has told us that the position in the Colonies, m the Homimons 
and other jllaces is jiitoleruble* and that the people are suffering untoid 
hardships May J ask the Honourable the Leader of the House w'hythor 
this condition of his countrymen will be conducive to better effort being 
made towards the winning of this war either there or m this country? 
Is there any Indian who after having heard the story of what is^happening, 
even today, can come forw’ard and say the British Colonials and T'ominion 
people are fighting for equality and freedom of all? Will \ou not con¬ 
descend at least to tell them that'this Government have agreed with the 
popular seiitiiiient, that something ought to be done, that thev are in real 
earnest, and that they are going to have something ready, and, as my 
friend has just pointed out, that, it will be put into action as soon as the 
necessity arises. At least you should give that assurance to our own. 
countrymen, and make them feel that they are filing in this war as equals 
for freedom, and then, Sir, you claim and say that you have done some¬ 
thing which should make our people enthusiasts fo buck the war effort 
wholelicartedly. Sir, may I ask when you will tackle this question? 
Many years have passed and you have not yet been able to tell them (hat 
you have done needful or a definite assurance has been given to them. 
You have said, Sir, that you have appealed to those people. That has 
been done for many years. Appeals will not do, if I may say so with 
due deference. I remember the words of the late Sir Fa/.hbJIusain— 
T may be repeating these—when he said, “All our endeavours have failed; 
we do not know what we should do. I wish our position was just the same 
as that of other Colonies and Dominions and you will see that vour 
Government can certainly retaliate in the same way as they do’’. 'We 
have never taken any initiative in doing injustice to them, nor .ire we 
doing an-ything now. In fact, by passing this Bill what are W'e doing? We 
only say that we will have to dp what you are doing. If you are doing 
good towards our people, we shall certainly ^ good to yours, but if you 
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do otherwise, we shall retaliate. Wo should give encouragement and 
hope to our countrymen abroad and show that we will, it necessary, be 
in a position to do something when the occasion arises. I am afraid 
what IS working in the mind of the Honourable the Leader of the House 
IS not the sentiment of Ins countrymen. Probably he is afraid that the 
other people will become excited and will threaten not to co-operate with 
the war. Is that so? We have not given them any provocation. They 
know you are not in u position or not able to do it At least you should 
make your people feel that you will keep up their status on the basis of 
equality, and let me assure you, our people in India and outside will 
always stand by you. 

Then, Sir, is it that w'e should show to others all sorts of generosity ^ 
We are not now able to do that. It is like if you ask a poor man to give 
awaiy a lakh of rupees, lie will laugh. This is not generosity shown to 
them. Let them be told that we want to co-operate with them on equal 
terms, that the war days require that this country, which is far greater in 
manpower, and in many other respects, could do a lot by having the people 
together wholeheartedly. TJiere are people, a large number, who are for 
the defence of the country. In fact, I admit, and I am proud to say, 
that everybody is prepared to defend this country. Sir, what would be 
the effect upon the Indian people who have not been soldiers all thtir 
life, but recently recruited? What would be the effect on the young 
Indian officers, whom you are now recruiting, if ^ou were to tell them, 
that they are going to be officered, or that they are going to be under a 
General who conies from the country where their countrymen arc in 
tears even today’’ Will it pay? Under these circumstances, 1 do appeal 
to the Government to kindly consider this aspect. We are not going to 
do anything. We are going to prepare ourselves, lest the (ontingency arises, 
to take necessary action, and furthermore by doing so we are telling our 
people this Government is doing its best to give the people equal status 
not in the eves of the friendly public but in the eyes of blie world at large. 


Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division • Muhammadan Rural) ■ 
The question be now put 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) • The question is: 

“That the question be now put.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is; 
‘"fhat the debate on the motion be adjourned till the next Session of the 
Assembly. ’ ’ , 

The motion was negatived 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That the Bill to make provisions in regard to entry,' residence, the acquisition, 
holding or disposal of property, franchise, the holding of public office, or the carrying 
on of any occupation, trade,' business or profession in British India by persons 
domiciled in the British possessions on a basis of reciprocity, be r., forced to a Select 
Committee consisting of the Honourable the Law Member, the Honourable Mr. 
M. a. Alley, Sir F. E. James, Mr. J. Ramsay Scott, Sir Syed Rasa Ali, Syed Ghulam 

Chandra Datta, Mr Hooseinbhoy 
Audullabhai Lalljei^ Mr. N. M. Joshi, Mr. Naoroji M. Dumasia, Qazi Muhattimad 
Ahm^ Kazmi, Mr. K. 0. Neogy, Mr, Lalchand Navalrai, Khan Bahadur Sir 
Abdul Haimd and the Mover and tliat the number of members whose presence shall 
lie necessary to constitute a hieeting of the Committee shall be five,” 

The motion was adopted. 



THE DISSOLUTION OF MUSLIM MARRIAGES (AMENDMENT) 
BILL. 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi (Meerut Division. Muhamtnadan 
Bural): Sir, 1 move: 

“That the Bill to amend the Dissolution of Muslim Marriages Act, 1939, for 
certain purposes, he continued ’’ 

Mr. President (Tlip Honourable Sir Abdur Rabim): The (iu?.stion is- 
“That the Bill to amend the Dissolution of Muslim Marriages Act, 1939, for 
-certain purposes, be continued ’’ 

The motion was adopted. 


THE CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi (Meerut Division Muhammadan 
Rural): Sir, T move ' 

“That the Bill further bo amend the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, for ctrtaiu 
.purposes, be continued." 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 
“That the Bill further to amend the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, for certain 
•purposes, be continued.’’ 

The motion was adopted. 


THE MUSUM KAZI8 BILL. 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi (Meerut Division; Muhammadan 
■Rural): Sir, I move. 

“That the Bill to provide for the appointment of persons to the office of Kazi and 

for performing and keeping a record of marriages and for the appointment of 

Tribunals for trying and deciding cases of divorce and dissolution of n>arriaga 
amongst Muslims, be continued ’’ 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is 

“That the Bill to provide for the appointment of persons to the office of Kazi and 

for performing and keeping a record of marriages and for the appointmoiib of 

Tribunals for trying and deciding cases of divorce and dissolution of marriage 
amongst Muslims, bo continued ’’ 

The motion was adopted 


THE INDIAN EVIDENCE (AMENDMENT) BILL 

Qazi Muh&mmad Ahmad Kazmi (Meerut Division; Muhammadan 
Rural): Sir, I move 

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Evidence Act, 1872, for certain 
purposes, be continued ’’ 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is ■ 
“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Evidence Act, 1872, for certain 
iftnrposai, be continued.“ 

Tht motion, was adopted. 
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THE LEGISLATIVE MEMBERS’ EXEMPTION BILL. 

Mr. Hooaeinbhoy A. Lalljee (Bombay Central Division: Muhammadans 
Rural) Sir, I move for leave to introduce a Bill to confer certain exemp¬ 
tions on members of legislative bo<lies constituted under the Government ot 
India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) The question is 

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to confer certain exemptions on mem¬ 
bers of legislative bodies constituted under the Government of India Act, 1935.’’ 

The motion was adopted 

Mr. Hooaeinbhoy A Lalljee: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


THE ALIGARH Ml'SLIM UNIVERSITY (AMENDMENT) BILL 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions'. 
Muhammadan Rural) Sir, I move tor leave to introduce a Bill further 
to amend the Aligarh .Muslim University Act, 1920, for a certain purpose. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Hnhim): The question is. 

“Tliat leave be grant; d to introduce a Bill further to amend the Aligarh Muslim 
University Ad, 1920, lor a certain purpose ” 

The motion was adopted 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad i Sir, I introduce the Bill 

THE INDIAN MEDIUAL COUNCIL (AMENDMENT) BILL 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta (Bombay Central Division: Non-Muhommadan 
Ruial)' Sir, T beg to move lor leave to introduce a Bill further to amend 
Ihe Indian Medical Council Act, 1933 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim). The question is: 

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill further to amend the Indian Medical 
Council Act, 1935.’’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Sir, I introduce the Bill, 


RESOLUTION-RE BAN ON THE KHAKSAR MOVEMENT. 

Sir Syed Raza All (Cities of the United Provinces: Muhammadan 
Urban): Mr President, I move: 

“That this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that the ban 
on the Kbaksar movement be lifted and Allama Inayatullah Mashriqi, and all other 
Khaksars interned under Regulation III of 18X8, or the rules made under the Defence 
of India Act, be, i™™®diately released.” 

Since I gave notice of this Resolution, certain facts have come to my 
knowledge I think in fairness to the Government I must state those facts 
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foare bi'iefly, so that we should know what the actual position with reference 
io Khuksars today is. The first thing I have come to know is that ”o 
action was taken by the Government of India against any Khakaar under 
Regulation III of 1818 That is a matter on which I would like to have 
aulhoritatiAc information from tlie spokesman on behalf of the Govern¬ 
ment 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea (Calcutta Suburbs; Non-Muhammadan Urban)- 
Deportation 

Sir Syed Raaa Ali: No; 1 mean action under Regulation III It need 
not be ricpoitation, not necessanly The second fact is that there is no 
Khaks! r w in is in mcarccration under the rules made under the Defence 
of Indu'. An hv the Government. That is the second fact that has come tc 
mv kno\\lcilgL [ would also welcome information from the Government 
spokesman on llint point Now, there is a third fact on which too I would 
like to have information It is this, that Allama Tnuyatulluh Mashriqi was 
released some Mine in the month of Januarv, 1942, from Vellore lail in 
which he was kept in detention. He has been released and he is at liberty 
to go anywhere he likes within the MadriiS Presidency; bnt his liberty has 
been restricted and he is not allowed to go anywhere outside the precincts ot 
the Madras Presidency These are the three facts which have (onio to my 
knowledge .md 1 have stated them before this House T find that notiee 
of ae amendment to meet all the three points has been given bv my 
prcnourable friend, ^laulvi Sved Murtuza Sahib Bahadur If my informa¬ 
tion on these points is correct I believe it will be useful to have that 
amcndmeni in course nf time I will now come to the main question 

Lf I, me make it clear that tins is not a Resolution for which I liuve 
made mxself responsible iudividualK This is our Parh Resolution and it 
so happens that I am moving it on liehalf of the Parfv Our Part\ attadies 
con«iidernbh importance to this question I do not think it would be neces¬ 
sary for me lo tell this House as to wliat this movement i.s or as to who tne 
leader of the movement is The lender of this movement is ,i very distin¬ 
guished individual who had a verv eminent academic career, both in India 
and in England His name is Mr Inavatallah and he is generally known 
by the name of Allama Inayaliillah Mashriqi . . 

Babu Baijnatll Bajoria (Marwari Association: Indian ('ommorcc) .\ro 
you one of Ins followers'-' 

Sir Syed Baza All; Not yet Sir. I believe the occasion i.s far too serkms 
for cheap sneers from whatever quarter they may come. I am always here 
to answer pleasimtnes but 1 think there are limits, and on this occasion I 
would request the House to deal with the matter with that seriousness wb.ich 
the occas'oti demands 

Mr. luayatullah took a very high degree in Tnathematics m India and it 
is said that he secured very high marks. After that he went to Cambridge— 
to Christ College—and became a wrangler, and came back and accepted 
government service and my impression is that he was at the Government 
■of Ind-a as Assistant Secretary or Under Secretary about the years 1918 to 
1920 in the Department which used to be known as Education and Lands 
Department. Subsequently, he went to Peshawar and he was principal of a 
college—he worked in the Frontier Province Educational line I am ♦old 
that he was at the Government High School and then he retired. The long 
And short of It i« that he Started the Khaksar movement in the year 1981. 
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Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra (Presidenoy Division: Non-Muhammadan. 

Eural) • To what province does h6 belong? 

Sir Syed Baza Ali: He comes from the Pun)ab, his village being five 
or six miles from Lahore I think it is called Ichhra—in any case CH is- 
there. As is the case with all those men who have done anything 
Bubstiintial in the shape of service to this world, Allama Mashriqi is a 
man of a very serious bent of mind. He devoted all his energies to the 
prcjpagation of this movement. T have a pamphlet in my hand—I believe 
copies of this have been supplied to a number of Honourable Members,— 
I do not however want to go into the detailed programme which this move¬ 
ment has set to itself But let me assure rny Honourable friends that the 
movement is a purel> social and spiritual movement. It is not a religious 
movement ft is open to every Jew, to every Christian, to every Muslim, 
to every Brahmo Samajist , in short to every man who believes in l is 
Creator Tt is by no means cionfined to the Mussalmans 

An Honourable Member: Hindus also 

Sir Syed Baza Ali: Hiiidhu—yes, anybody who believes in a Creator 
can join the movement The movement flourished and people joined the 
movinieiit m very large numbers But, unfortunately, Allama Mashriqi 
croi'fecci the path of certain authorities. We know. Sir, that in the year 
1988-39 there was trouble in the United Provinces over ^^hat is known 
as the Siiiini-Shiii dispute. Allama .Vlasliriqi went there with the. sole 
object of bringing about a settlement between the Sunnis and the Shius. 
That was a very laudable object, every Mussalman agreed with thab' 
object Cnfortunately, in the methods that he adopted to accomplish his 
object, he crossed the path of the high and mighty Congress Government 
of the dav with the result that he was put in prison 1 went to Lucknow 
anl wanted to see Allama Mashriqi and discuss the position with him. 
But the Congress Government would not let me see him unless I consented' 
to certain humiliating conditions which they imposed upon me, with ihe^ 
result that I refused to ab’de by those conditions and I never met Allnmai 
Mashriqi. But I think it would be ungenerous of me to flog the dead 
horse, the Congress Government being no more. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: When was he imprisoned,? 

Sir Syed Baza Ali: That was in 1939 at Lucknow. Subsequently he 
was released and then, m 1940, a very unfortunate thing -happened iii' 
Lahore. That was on the 19th March, 1940. The All-India Muslim 
League was going to meet there on the 22nd March, 1940. On the 19th' 
March the Khaksars marched in a procession through some of the streets 
of Lahore proper—not Anarkali, but Lahore proper. They came into 
conflict witli the police and used their weapons. The policy had to open 
fire with the. result that two policemen and 32' Khaksars were killed on 
that day .and a number of Khaksars ar also a few policemen were injured.' 
Out of the policemen who were injured one was Mr. Beatty, Deputy 
Superintendent of Police, and the other was Mr. Gainsford, the Senior 
Superintendent of Police and the injuries received by Mr. Beatty were 
very serious. I paid a visit to the injured Khaksars and the injured police 
officers and policemen at the Hospital;, so did the President of the All- 
India Muslim League, Mr, Jinnah. We visited all the patients, whether 
thsv belonged to the Khaksar party or to the police and we ascer^ned the* 
extent of their injuiiea. 
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Pandit Lakshmi Santa Haitra; When was this? 

Sir Syed Raza AU: Three days after the Lahore firing. We visited on 
the 22nd or 23rd March, 1940, the occurrence having taken place on the 
19th March. I won’t go into the merits of that incident, but this nnich 
I can say, 1 am in deep 83 mouthy with the Khaksars. My Honourable 
friend had a sneer at my expense, but I must say 1 deeply sympathise 
with th'i Khaksars; but that sympathy cannot nlake me blind to thei- 
M'e.ikucsses 01 their blemishes or the excesses which they might have 
committed. It seems to me that the unfortunate occurrence which took 
place on the 19th March, 1940, could have been avoided if the Khaksars 
had exercised a little more tact and discretion. But we know that when 
a procession is on its march what can happen. 1 believe my Honourable 
friend W'ho interrupted me has some experience of recent processions and 
the peaceful way in which they conducted themselves! He knows what 
processions can do whether they march into Marwari quarters, or into 
Hindu quarters, or into Muhammadan quarters. Processions are generally 
alike and ihey behave in a similar manner 

Balm Baijnath Bajona: Marwari processions arc not like that 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: 1 said. Marwari quarters -It is not given to every¬ 
body to go 111 a procession, (or (hat you have got to have courage 

Babu Bai]nath Bajoria; Sir, on a point of order Matwari processions 
are not like tliat 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: I will not repeat what I said before because you 
cannot make a deaf man bear So I give up the attempt Afterwards, 
what luippeued was this 1 must supplement w'hat I have stated, by 
saying that 011 the night of the 19th March, to the best of my recollection 
Allania Marfhriqi, who happened to be in Delhi, was arrested here. I 
do not think I need go into other facts in detail. Suffice it to say that 
it was in the beginning of June, 1940, that the Khaksar movement, as u 
irovonient, was declared unlawful by a number of Provincial Govern¬ 
ments. Allama Mashriqi W'as taken to Madras and lodged in Vellore Jail 
where he romained till January of this vear. This is what took place 2i 
years ago 

Sir, things arc very different today from what they were when the 
occurrence in Lahore took place. The occurrence in Lahore took place 
at a time when Germany bad not attacked Russia, when Germans had not 
proceeded os far as the neighbourhood of Moscow or li^^ingrad, when none/ 
of us had h^ard very prominently the name of Stalingrad. This occurience ■ 
took place at a time w'hen Japan was no ^larty to the present world 
enntlagration. Since then all these events have taken place. The position 
pf the world in general is very different to-day from what it was in the 
third or last week of March, 1940. 

Then, Sir. let us see what the position of the Khaksars has been during- 
the last 2j years. That position has been this, that, whatever they might 
have done,—and they did try to take out some processions after the Lahore 
wubie,—-but soon after, they came to their senses and no attempt has 
been made by the Khaksars to give trouble to Government in any 
province. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; The Honourable 
Member ma_v atop now. The House stands adjourned till Half 
Past Three of the Clock. 

The Assemblj then adjourned till Half Past Three of the Clock. 


The Assembly re assembled at Half Past Three of the Clock, Syed 
Ghulam Bhik Nairang, one of the Panel of Chairmen-, in the Chair. 


MO'ITOX FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Uv.'iATl.SJ'-ACTORY IxEPr.Y OF THE h'iNAXACE MEMBER IX REGARD TO EARFA 

Opfortuxity for DisiTSSION of okrtvjx Financiai. ,\rbangkments 
BETWEE.V THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT AND THE GOVERNMENT OF InDI.A. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: 8ir, 1 move. 

‘‘That the Asseml^ly do now adjourn ” 

Firstly I wish lo .sav why I thought it necessary to bring this motion 
at till3 tune ot the da\ when some people are not willing to work in rhe 
afternoon for religious reasons But for the eompellmg sense of respon¬ 
sibility 1 would not have even troubled the Finance Member. The events 
that have Happened during the last two months, since the 16th July, and 
the uiisatistuetorv discussion on the floor of the House ye,sterduv about 
the various f|iicstioiis thiit were put to the Honourable the Finance Member 
have, as 1 said, compelled me, much against mv w'lll to bring this motion. 
As th" tTouse is aware, in the m’ddle of Julv last the Honourable the 
Finaiiee Member f-ioceeded to England to discuss with the British Govern¬ 
ment, T take it. the various problems arising out of the settlement about 
the military expenditure between His Majesty's Government and the 
Government of India. He returned, T take it, about a month ago. Since 
then, iintirally, speculation is rife as to what was the real purpose of the 
mis.sion and what has been the leal sequel to it’’ As tliis counlrv is vitally 
interested, .several Honourable Members took opportunity yesterday to 
put liim some questions. .The replies that he was pleased to give will 
leave no room for doubt that the situation as if. emerged is rather 
iin'^atisfaetorv T asked, for instance. 

“May I know from the Honourable the Finance Membar wheUier the principle! 
under which this {namc/i/, the tflllemnit) is to be done are settled^’' 

He replied • 

“The principles are guided by the defence expenditure scUlement ’’ 

This, of course, refers to the settlement referred to in liis speech in 
10-10 Then I asked 

“Did the Honouiable Member reivnUy proceed to England to settle this matter 
or any part of it’’’—//e relied —“Yes, Sir. I proceeded to discuss certain problem 
arising out of this settlement.’’— Then, I oiAea—“Could the Honouvahle Member 
enlighten the House broadly as to what came out of it?”— He. replie,d- “No, Sir. I 
am answering a question a little later on on this subject. I am afraid, I shall not 
be in a position yet to make a statement to the House.” 

Even on the second question to which a reply was to be given, tha 
reply was to be the same, namely, in the negative: 
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Thc/i llie second question came and he said the same thing. T asked 
liitti: 

“When 18 the Honouorable Member likely to bo in a positioti to inform the Houm 
and the country ?’’—Ht cannot say until the Governnieiit of India have 

themselves had to go into these matters,”'—TAen I asAed—“Will the Honourable 
Member advise the Gvemment of India to hold a special Se^8lon to discuss the 
provisional decisions after they had gone into these matters?” 

Here, Sir, I pointed out to him the difficulties that 1 was feelmj,. I 
■did not want to intrude on the secrets of the Finance Department nor to 
impede the \tork, necessarily very onerous and responsible work, whioli ibe 
Honourable the Finance Member is doing But I gave him an inkling 
of mv mind when I told him that we would like to be taken into confidence 
at ;i provisional stage. Then he .said • 

“There will in any case be a Hudget Session ” 

This wsis„ to mv mind, a ver\ unsatisfactory reply My request to hiui 
was. • 

“Shall we be taken into confidence at a provisional stage before the Government 
of India had made up their mind’'’’— The. repli/ wna —“When the Government have 
made up their mind; the whole thing was thought/ out, decid'd upon, and published 
as a part of the Budget estimates, then for the first time you shall know ” 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Sir, the question as 1 under¬ 
stood it and I have it on record was 

“Will the Honourable Member advise the Government of India lo hold a special 
Session to discuss the eventual decision'’’' 

As far as I am aware, he did not use the word ‘provis onal’ not did 
I hear any such thing. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: It is the eventual decision of the Govern- 
imnt of Jiidia before it became public, it means that before it becumc 
final and went out to the pubJice You have not now made up your mind 
If you had made up your mind, you would have told us. When 1 was told 
that they wil! only be discussed at the time of the Budget, that was not 
the eventual decision. The eventual decision was the (ioveriimeiit ot 
India’s decision before it became public. That is the sense in which it 
should be understood. That is what I meant. But he said 

“There will in any case be a Budget Session’’—TAfn, / naked /urn,—“Will it not 
be too Iftte on thia impout&nt matter when hundveda of crorea of rupep'?i are con- 
replied —“I cannot say whether it will be appiopriatc oi v^hetlier he 
will be m a position to announce a decision at an oaily stage,’ ’ 

In other words, he says. "I am neither satisfied that it would be 
proper for me to tell you before the Budget nor will it lie pos.sible for me 
to say even if it was proper’’. In this way the Honourable the Finance 
Member put a damper on my /.oal tor getting to know something to enable 
me^t'> make up my mind as to bow this defence settlement was goifig to 
work and how far it had develope.d. 

Thus the position was that the Honourable the Finance Member 
virtualB told us that the Government of India had not made up their 
mmd; that even when they had made up their mind, they won’t consider 
it proper to take us into their confidence; and the only stage when they 
will take us into their confidence will be not only after they had made 

their mind but had published their next Budget, wdreh will be about 
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four months hence. So, we have to wait for five months. Even then wo 
shall be treated as any other man in the street will be treated, only with 
this difftrcrjc-e that we will know it a few' hours earlier. 

Then 1 said: “Will .\ou be able to give us time to influence your 
judgment?” He said. “We are being influenced e\er_v day.’’ I said, 
“how”. He replied- “Bj newspapers.’' 

Now, J ea^ that is a ^ery unsatisfactory position What I wanted vas 
thac <he House should be given an early opportunity for an early'discussion, 
and the House's view to be taken thereon, its influence brought to bear on 
the figures and the facte before final decisions are taken Of course, 
Government will have the last w'ord. 1 am not the man to deny it But 
even at that preliminary .stage it is a pity that the House should have 
no opportunity of discussing the matter. I will tell you why? 'I’he 
settlcnient on which so much emphasis is laid requires India to spend 
more than about 38 crores on war. That is reidly the basic figure—36-77 
plus one crore. So, as a mutter of fact India is really required under 
that statement to spend 38 crores But t'oday what is the position? I’he 
revised estimates lor 1940-41 show that the excess may be in addition' 
to Its 3'7 rroj-cs, in 1941-42, Its. 53 crores more, and the Budget estunate 
of 1942 43 is that the expenditure may be 80 crores after the basic 
expenditure is taken mto account 

I'urthcr, tSir, the present information is that India is spending some¬ 
thing like 20 crores a month on war expenditure and it comes to 240-' 
crop's a year It may grow more and more every week and if tlu- war 
lasts a year or two longer, it may grow mto wider dimensions. 'Ihere- 
fore, 1 aril afraid that iii the course of the next two or three year.i, 
iru ludfii'j dhat has alrcad\ been spent, it is likely that India’s war 
expenditure in addition to the basic expenditure, may bloat up to one 
thousand crores, a figure which is staggering for a poor country like India, 
I hope there will be victory- and peace totnorrow, but if the war drags i n 
fyr two or three years more, then I would not be surprised if a thousand 
croi-i s arc required to be spent by this poor country and such a burden will 
be really ciushing. The history of Tnd^a in this connection m the past 
has not been happy In the last war, as much as 370 millions sterling of 
expenditure was the subject matter of dispute between His Majesty’a- 
Govcrnnicnt and the Government of India as to the real figure to be 
allocated belween the Government of India and the Government of 
Britain In the end we were made to pay a war gift of nearly £]20 
millions. A loophole exists in the present settlement to which reference- 
iB made and this may well land us into an additional burden This loop¬ 
hole is ujidtr Article III of that settlement which says “the cost of such, 
war nuasures as can^he regarded as purely Indian liabilities by reason of 
their having been undertaken by India in her own interests’’. 

Now', “by India’’, what is meant? Am I to be consulted? Am I, 
India? Or, am 1 not^ I am not By India is meant the Honourable the- 
Pinance Member and the Executive Council. Who are these Members 
of the Executive Council? The other day my Honourable friend, Dr. 
Ambedkar, said, with regard to this House, that it is a "deceased body". 
I sav this Executive Council, every Member of it is an exhibit of tbe 
ir.usenm of India’s disunity. Instead of being a solid team of Cabinet 
Ministers carrying on the war to a successful conclusion, each is an 
exhibit of national disunity, and the museum is complete with, the reoeni 
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expansion. As 1 was sa^yiag, ‘b^ India’ will be meant the J^’inance 
Department and the Secretary of State for India and these two will be 
talieit as India. This is the real mischief in the clause “In her own 
interests”—who is to decide India’s ov/n interests? The Secretary of 
Sta'e aim the Finance Member Then, what is to be decided? Such war 
rr, lasuns as i an bo regarded as purely Indian liabilities. Now, Sir, what 
are purely jiidian liabilities? That is also not easy to decide. Who is to 
decide that ? i am told now that the defence of India extends right up . 
to Aden and Egypt and Burma, Malaya—all these are external defences 
of Jndia. 

Mr. Ghairman (Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang)- The Honourable Member 
has exliuustcd his time limit 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: (’’an you not give me one or two minutes 
moreI an the Mover of the Motion 

Mr, Chairman (Kyed Ghulam Bhik Nairang) But the rule is 
irr.perntive that no speaker shall have more than 15 minutes 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: In conclusion, Sir, 1 will only say ihis 
Mho M going to be^‘India’*' Who is going to decide “India s interests” 
and wliat are Judiun liabililies'’ We do not know any of these things 
toda\ J beg of the Honourable Finance Member to take us into his 
confidence so that we ma\ be in a position to influence the decision'^ ot. 
the (iovcrntrienl 

Mr. Chairman (Eyed Ghulam Bhik Nairang): Motion moved’ 

“'I’liat thr Assenilily do now adjoin n ” 

Sir Cowas]i Jehangir (Bombay City. Non-Muhammadan Urban) • Mr. 
Chairman, the Honourable the Finance Member while answering ques¬ 
tions said that Government had not made up their minds and that there¬ 
fore ho Mas unable to make a statement When he was asked whether 
that meant that the statement that he intended to make would be 
included in hie Budget speech, he said, most probably, yes. Now. Sir, 
that would mean that this House would only have a chance of considering 
any modifications; that Government may make at the time of the Budget, 
and, naturiiUy, they would have a chance of expressing their views net 
only by speaking but by going to the Division Lobby during the Budget 
Sessions. 1 think' the Honourable Member will admit that not only 
Honourable Members of this House but the very large public oute^d'e 
inlevcsted in India’s finances have a right to know what are the nature 
of the discuB.sions going on between the Government of India and His 
Majesty’s Government in England. The very fact that the Honourable 
the Finance Member had to fly the other day to England to discuss these 
rnattew show that there were some matters of importance worth 
dis<uesing. Therefore, even at this stage, I think it would allay appre^ 
hensions if we could get a definite assurance that there would be no 
radical clianges in the terms of the agreement announced bv the Hunour- 
ehle the Finance Mpmber at a Budget Session of this Assembly to which- 
Mr, Jahmadas Mehta has referred. That is the first assurance. If there- 
are to be changes, or if changes are proposed, would he indicate in which' 
term.*: ho is thinking of making changes? If there are to b& no changes,. 
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then discussions must be taking place on matters of very important 
routine. My Honourable friend, Mr. Jainnadas Mehta, read out one of 
the clauses, of those terms which is very wide indeed. I admit that we 
might have asked for explanations with regard to those terms when the 
Finance Member announced them two years ago or one and a half vears 
ago But then the expenditure was small compared to what it is (oda,\, 
and what it is hkeU to be in the near future,.and, therefore, that U'rni, 
whuh niv friend, Mr .lanniudas Mehta has read out, becomes very 
important indeed It gives .i very wide discretion to rrovernment in Hie 
adjuslme'iit of finances helween tlie Government of India and the United 
Kingdom It will he .i ijneslion of judgment, it will he a question of 
opin’on Honourable Members on this side mav take one view, Govern¬ 
ment in their wisdom may take another vievi ; both may be right or both 
may bo w'rong, but the fact rema'ns lhat that term is vague when 
translated into figures fjct me road out that term again; 

“India la to bear the coat of '^iich war measurea as can be legacded as purely 
Indian liabilities by reason of then luving been undertaken by India in lier own 
interests,” 

I think it will be adrnilied that/ there is scope tor a great difference ot 
opinion as to whether am paitieular expenditure was a purely Indian 
liability or net, and espei i.illy in the present war with so many nations 
intorcslt'd not only in the tvar itself but m India's war effort 1 need not 
go further than that to particularize or give details of what T mean; I 
think J am quite clearly understood That term being vague, it is all the 
more important that Indian public opinion should know whet[ter the 
discussions that took place in 'England between the Finance Member and 
representatives of Has .Majosiv’s Government had someAnng to do with 
that term No d. Of coiirsiv, there are other terms which can only be 
• decided after the war, shell as the question with regard to non-effective 
charges for pensions and gratuity to be decided between the two Govern¬ 
ments. Stores IS another term that can only be decided later on But 
with regard to this term (;l), it ’s most important that this House should 
know and the public also should know as to whether discussions are taking 
pi ice witli regard to this term (3) or with regard to something else w'hioh 
canriot he.divulged We are not impatient and it will he foolish to ask the 
Ooveriimenl to say something on a question on w-hieli thev have uoi 
yet take i a decision, and t will not be equitable on onr part to ask for 
any informal'on which 'S of a confidential nature, but considering the 
apiireliiMiMon.s which have been expressed all over the country, I think it is 
oiilv due to this House that il should be made the medium of communica 
tion of sucli information as the Honourable Member is pleased to give 
just now It may be someth’ng worth knowing or it mav be nothin", 
but V. hatever it is jet him tell the country about the exact position, and 
also sa\ whether he will give us an opportvnit\ of eons'deririg the 
proposals, if possible before a definite dec'sion is taken and, if not, at least 
before we are asked to speak on them and consider them in this Houso 
at the Budget vSession 

Balm Baljnath Bajoiia (Marwari Association; Indian Commerco) 
Sir. I think the Honourable the Finance, Member should intervene in tha 
'debate at this stage so that we may be able to know the Government 
jpoint of view which will help other Members to speak on the subject. 
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Fta)d.t LaJishmi EUints Maitra (Presidency Division. Non-Muhatn- 
madiin Rural): Mr. Chairman, I stand up to break the conspiracy of 
silence which the Treasury Benches have entered into. 

Sir, 1 do,not really understand nj what light the Honourable the 
lina-ue Member has taken this motion for adjournment Yesterday we 
oil tlvi’ side of the House tried our level best to draw out as much informa¬ 
tion us wfc could with regard to a matter which will vitally affect the 
iiitere.sts of this country not only for the present but for generations to 
lonie We know, Sir, that m between the Railway Budget and the 
Ctaeial Budge! we have to handle something like tw'o hundred crores of 
rniiets a \ear and that burden by itself is Staggering lo the country and, 
toduj, m the name of effective prosecution of ^'e war, the expenditure is 
mounting up from day to day. Well, we have not stood m" The way of 
ihe Covernineut in respect of what they required for the effective prosecu- 
ticn of tlie war, but let it not be made the pretext for bleeding my 
country v^hite. If, after all, you win this war, we have to live in this 
world, we have not only to win, but w'e have to survive and live as u 
riation to enjoy the benefit of victory Am I not entitled to know what 
financial coninutrneiits you are making on my behalf and on behalf of my 
country Is it not a matter of duty with the Honourable the Finance 
Member to tell the representatives of the people, who have come here not 
through any backdoor constituency but through the votes of inillions of 
their countrymen, all about the commitments that he is making on behalf 
of India V The Members of this House have every nglit to demand of this 
(jONerniiient to tell them what aie the financial eominitmvwts that are 
going to he entered into by the Government of India with His Majesty's 
Government I put u supplementary question enquiring of the Honour¬ 
able the Finance Member if an opportunity would be given to this House 
to express itself on ttie settlement which according to our information is 
being entered into behind our hack No hopeful reply was forthcoming. 

I asked hnn if we were to understand that we were going to be presented 
with a fait accompli or were going to be asked for ex-pcst facto approval of 
the decision taken by him Well, there wa's the usual quibbling and no 
straightforw’ard answer was forthcoming. 

Sir, I do not understand what the Honourable the Finance Member 
thinks about us and about the finances of this country Does he think 
that Tndi.i is a milch cow* and that he can go on milking it for all times to 
come? Does he think that we are u perpetual pagoda tree to be shaken by 
him m any way he likes without giving us an opportunity to know what 
is he shaking ror^ It is all vvery well to tell us that we are in the midst 
of a war and, therefore, any information given now may be of use to the 
enemy. That is the convenient bogey which has been trotted out in 
season a id out of season to cover all manner of misdeeds of omission and 
commission on the part of Treasury Benches; But here is a matter 
which wo cannot lightly pass over if w'e have to be true to ourselves and 
to our constituencies. We have'read in the papers that uptil now over 
386 crores of rupees worth of supplies have been rendered by India in this 
war. It is all ’‘on account” of India. We are further told that every 
4 .J., month we are executing orders to the tune of 20 crores for the 
same purpose. Yet, when we want to know from you who 
control the finances of this country why it is that you flew to England, 
what are the things that passed between you and His Majesty's Govem- 
nient- affecting the financial position of this country, we are tqld that 
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either the Ciovernment do not know their mind, or if and when they make 
up th;ir mind, they will communicate it in such a manner as will leave 
us no opportunity to express ourselves 'one way or the other; and all the 
sarne we will liave to foot the bill. If the terms of settlement are 
embodied in the Budget proposals next year, in what way shall wo get an 
opportunity to speak on it or express our approval or disapproval cf it? 
The House knows the usual procedure adopted in the discussion of Budget 
proposals. A general discussion is held on one day; after that cut motions 
are moved from several Parties; and if we happen to carry any, there is 
that proce.ss of certification to set us right. How then are we getting an 
opportunity speak on the settlement that you will be arriving at? .Hter 
having heard the Honourable the Finance Member yesterday I conia to 
believe that the object of calling this short and early Session is an entirely 

• different one, and not, us my Honourable friend, Sardar Sant Singh, 

• flatters himself, for giving us an early opportunity to discuss the present 

political situation It is to deprive this House of a legitimate full normal 
Session, so that all legitimate opportunities for discussion of vitally 
important subjects will be taken away and only a few days allowed to the 
Members to let out a little gas for all the misdeeds perpetrated recently by 
the mob and the hooligans of the Government; and thereafter in three 
days’ time all manner of Resolutions, Bills, Government business are to bo 
pushed through and then the doors are closed and we are asked to go away 
leaving the motley crowd called the Treasury Group, talking, smiling and 
having their way, (Interruption.) Sir, this is an absurd position. This is 
not a matter for laughter. I have respect for the gentlemen there, bul 
what surprise-^ me most is that like an o'^trich they have been burying 

their heads in the sand and do not see how things arc shaping in the 

counity. They fail to see that ue are in the beginning of a revolution in 
the country' the financial condition of India is deplorable; if the financial 
future of India i.'< at present kept away from us • if it is a sealed book to 
us now, but iiltmiately we are confronted with a colossal figure of 700 or 
800 crores, which India after the war will have to bear, it will be the 

culmmating point. No machine guns or aeroplanes will then be able to 

cheek the revolution already in progress. It is from this point of view 
that I am asking you not to trifle in this manner with the desire of the 
repre.'ientative.s of the people to know the financial settlement. I wanted 
to know, .Mr Chairman, wliother the monie.s that are now being advanced 
to tlic European, Anglo-Indian and Anglo-Burraan evacuee.s in this 
eoimtry are paid by His Majesty’s Government or by the Government of 
India The reply came: “I cannot give you the information.” 

The Hon.oura.ble Mr. M. S. Aney (Member for Indians Overseas) • 
The reply was given but the Honourable Member was possibly not in his 
seat m the House. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: I am sorry I was not presenl;. But. . . 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney; The Honourable the Finance Mem¬ 
ber could not have said anything more than what was said yesterday. 
Till! question belonged to riiy Portfolio. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra; I addressed the Finance Member. 1 
could not know who was the proper person. There is so much confusion 
about these matters at present that it is not easy for an ordinary person 
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like myself with limited intelligence to understand who is the Honour¬ 
able Member actually answerable for these^ matters. 1 wanted to know 
whether it was His Majesty’s Government that was advancing the money 
oi’ the Indian Exchequer, to these evacuees—A-nglo-Indians, Europeans 
and Aiiglo-Burrnans. I could not get a satisfactory answer. At every 
• turn there was dodging. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: I pointed out to the Honour¬ 
able Member that without reference I could not at that moment verify 
the exact position. Surely, the Honourable Member does not expect mo 
lo Ccurj every detail of such arrangement in my head? 

Pandit Lakshmi Eanta Maitra: The Honourable the Finance Member 
has explained that he could not give the information offhand as it was not 
possible lor him to carry all things in his head. Is this question, which 
is of so recent origin and has been actively engaging the attention of all 
people m this country,—the question as to the source from which money 
is being lavishly advanced to non-Indians is such us can not be answered 
straightaway now? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: May I again remind my Honourablo 
friend that the reply given to a question asked by Mr. Lalchand Navalrai, 
a Member of the Party to which my Honourable friend belongs, gives a 
ennpli'tfc answer to all the points raised. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Sir, I am afraid a lot of my time has 
-already been taken away by these cross-fires from the Leader of the House 
and the Finance Member. But my whole point is that we are greatly 
anxious to know what financial adjustments have been made behind our 
backs and whut are the financial commitments which we will be called upon 
to ratiU In tins we have been baulked of our light by all manner of 
exchscs, Sir, 1 submit to the House that this is an intolerable state of 
things. Government may now wind up this Legislative Assembly if they 
think that it of n</ use to them. If, on the other hand, they have anv 
rtsptc^ for this House, ns the Honourable the Leader of the House the 
other day had been at considerable pains to show that they had, if all 
these professions are true, and ’f they really reflect the mind of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India, I do tell them, even I would beseech them to be honest 
and lo let us know as early as possible what bill we shall have to foot for 
this wav. Sir, from time to time we have been tojd. 

Mr. Ohairm&n (Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang); The Honourable Mem¬ 
ber’s time is up. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Mr. Chairman, I had been subjected 
to a lot of interruptions. Anyway, Sir, I will nob break the rule. I will 
again ask the Honourable the Finance Member to give a straightforward 
answer today, as to whether or no^ he is prepared to give the House a full 
■opportunity for discussing the proposed financial settlement with which 
he wants to harpess the country. We do not want to be presented with 
fait accompli.- We want an opportunity to speak our minds. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy BaUmun: Sir, I feel that the House is 
really, whilst jealous of its own rights, doing less than jusTice to what 
must be regarded as the rights of any Government. After all, ag the 
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House 18 aware, it is not very long since 1 returned from England. The 
House IS also aware that the (ioverninent have been preoccupied with 
m.ilte.is of great urgency during the period since my return, and thai 
practically the whole of last week all the Members of Government were 
ijusily engaged in attending to the business of this House. If immediately 
on m\ return from England, a long statement had been put out of all the 
matters which had been under discussion it would undoubtedly have been 
said that this so-called government had not evea applied its mind to the 
question, that they had been faced with a fait accompli, exactly as my 
Hoiu.uiable friend suggests this House will be faced, and that the work¬ 
ing of this Government v.as a farce, that the Government, eseti as now 
constituted, had no influence whatever on the main financial questions 
witli which the country is concerned. Now, it has happened on the other 
hand that the Government has required some time to consider the subject 
matter for itself, and 1 must .say that it is somewhat surprising tp me that 
the House should, in effect, have taken the attitude that our curiosity 
must be satisfied at the earliest possible date, whether or not the Goveni- 
meiit has had time to eon-sider these matters for itself {Honourable 

Members: -1^0, no ) That seems to be the tenor of many of the remarks 

of at any rate the last speaker. But 1 would like to remove misunder¬ 
standings. I had hoped this morning to be able, if 1 received tbe in¬ 

dulgence of the Chair, to avoid the necessity for this discussion this after¬ 
noon, by explaining the position of the Government at this moment, 

1 VIas saying that as all Honourable Members w'ere aware the develop¬ 
ments in the war situation since the last Budget was presented have 
resulted m a great intensification of the measures taken for the defence 
of India I’o take the most obvious example, there has been an enormous 
incveast in the strenglh of the air forces stationed in this country. Our 
anti-aircraft defences have also been greatly strengthened. It is clear 
that even within the terms of the existing financial settlement certain 
questions may arise regarding the share which may fairly be allocated to 
Indi.a of the cost of measures which are indubitably directed to the 
defence of Indian territory and which at the same time, cover a wider 
objective. Problems of this nature have arisen under the settlement 
from an early stage and have been dealt with in accordance with w?il- 
uefir.ed principles. And here I would traverse some of the remarks made 
by my Honourable friend. Sir Cowasji Jehangir, about the vagueness of 
the description of India’s liabilities The principles under which the 
liability of India is determined are iierfeetly clear and well uriderst'wd, 
they are capable of being applied in audit; they are audited by the Auditor 
Genoial on behalf of India and by the Controller and Auditor General on 
behalf of the other party, the United liingdom; they are clearly set out in 
the Appropriation Accounts and placed before the Public Accounts Coni- 
niittee, first of this country, and then ol the United Kingdom. There is 
no question of its being a vague or mystical formula. It is a category 
which is quite clearly understood and, in practice, I myself have con¬ 
stantly referred to that type of measure in this House as measures for 
the local defence of India; and I claim that there can be very little doubt 
as lo what is meant by a measure for the local defence of India. It is 
obvious that a measure of that type is judged by reference to the geogra¬ 
phical criterion, namely, by reference to the geographical boundaries of 
India. Therefore, when my Honourable friend, Mr. Jamnadas Mehta, 
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talks as though further liabilitieg might be imported into this category— 
from Aden, from Egypt, from Burma and so on—he is erring from what 
is clearly the meaning of this class of liability ...... 

Sir Oowx^i Jehxagir: In item 3 there is no mention of local defence. 
The Honourable Member has certainly mentioned that in bis speech. W*?^ 
are talking of the future, not of the past. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Saixman: In the working of this settle¬ 
ment it has always been understood on behalf of India that the measures 
falbiig within that category were measures for the local defence o£ 
India. 

Sit Ocnvuji Jehangir: For the future? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Saisman: It was always so interpreted, 
and 1 may say that there is no question of widening the interpretation of 
that clause. The difficulty arises from this fact: The war on behalf of 
Jndu", the local defence of India, caiJhot be a part of the War which is 
wager! in complete isolation from every other sphere of War activity. To 
take a very familiar example near home, the cost of General Headquarters, 
India, might be regarded prima facie as a measure for the local defence of 
India. But since the organisation of General Headquarters, India, also 
at times deals with matters which go beyond the geographical frontiers 
of India, it has been agreed that the cost of General Headquarters is a 
joint measure and that, therefore. His Majesty’s Government must pay a 
part of it, and since there is no simple way of allocating that part, it has 
been decided that it should be divided fifty-fifty. I merely give that as an 
example to show what is meant by a joint measure which ]mra&e has been 
frequently used, which has been referred to in the Budget speech 
of 1940-41 and has also been used in the appropriation accounts. It is in 
relation to Indian war measures also that a body of case law has grown 
up which the two .Auditors General concerned have been able to use to 
gi.'id 1 them in dealing with allocations of expenditure between the two 
Governments. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: May I point out to the Honourable Member 
that the only answer that I personally require is that the policy will not 
be changed in the future, due to the discussions be has had in England? 
Thai, is the main question, that the policy will not be changed: is that 
So? 


The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raixman: I was about to deal with that 
very point. I had to deal with that because a certain amount of what I 
may call prejudice was imported by the description of this class of 
India(’s defence liabilities, and I wanted to make it clear. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. MehU: It is not prejudice: it is the fear and 
anxiety. 

The HonouraUe Sir Jeremy Halxman: Well, fear and anxiety. I 
was saying that decisions of this 6haracter, namely' in regard to p^blems 
of this nature, largely determine the amount of India’s defence eetimatee. 
The war for the defence of India is a part of the war generally. The Houee 
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will, 1 trust, realise that R la hardly poas ble for questions relating to the 
ivinount of that expeudithre to be discussed except m relation to the total 
picture whic'h is presented m a budget speech. It was not the intention 
of th:i Governnienl to present a supplementary budget in the course of 
this year, and, therefore, the occasion tor a review of India’s defence 
expenditure w'ould not arise until the next regular Budget Session. N'ow, 
on , the other hand, a different type of question may also arise, namely, 
whether any liability should be accepted wh,ch goes beyond the pnn- 
ciple.s oi the existing financial settlement, for example, if India were being 
askel to defra'? part of the cost of operations beyond her frontiers—that 
IS the point to which my Honourable Iriend, Air. lamnadas Mehta, 
referred—if the Government were contemplating the acceptance of any 
liability of this nature, then there would undoubtedly be ground for con¬ 
sideration whether the question of principle was not one on which this 
House was entitled to have an opportunity to exiiress its views before any 
commitments were undertaken. The discussion of such a matter of 
Iirinciple might well take place apart from the actual Budget debate. 1 
think I have made clear the difference between these two types of ques¬ 
tions which might arise Sir Cowasji Jehangir raised another point, 
aainelj, whether Government would put out a statement of the position 
before the presentation of the Budget in order to give Members time to 
consider its implications before the general Budget discussion. This is 
a point which, as I indicated yesterday, will receive the careful considera- 
yon of the Government. 

To sum up, the point ut issue really depends upon the nature of the 
decisions which Government may have to take. Clearly, if Government 
were to take decisions which did not involve what my Honourable friend, 
Sir Cowusji Jehangir, calls a departure of principle, then the position 
would be entirely different from the situation if Government were con¬ 
templating the acceptance of a new type of liability or of a liability which 
went beyond the principles of the existing financial settlement. I hope I 
have made the position clear and that the House will agree that Govem- 
moril’s position in this matter is entirely reasonable and has full regard 
for the rights of the House in matters of this kind 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea (Calcutta Suburbs Non-Muhammadan Urban)- 
This House has .always been jealous of its own privileges. 

An Honourable Member; Privileges or rights? 


Dr. P. N. Banerjea: .but at the present moment it is evident 

that the Members of the Government are not prepared to accord its rights 
and privileges as they have done in the past. This House may be diseased, 
but the Members of the Executive Council .... 

Maulana Zafar All Khan (East Central Punjab; Muhammadan); Let 
the physician heal himself. 

Dr. P. N. Banarjaa: . . . but the Members of the Executive Council 
have no right to treat this House with contempt or with insult. 

An Bonoorable Member- They ne-’^er do. 
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Dr. P. N. Banerjea: The Honourable the Finance Member said that, 
while this House should be jealous of its privileges, it should also concede 
the rights of the (lovernment. From this side of the House no insult was 
ever suggested even towards the Members of the Government and no 
curtailment of their rights was ever contemplated. 

Sir T. X. James (Madras: European): They may be called hooligans I" 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Apart from the question of rights and privileges,.^ 
we have to consider the importance of the matter atjssue. Now, this' 
matter of financial agreement between Great Britain and India with regard 
to the ^var expenditure, it will be admitted, is a matter of the greatest 
iifiportance to India, and therefore when questions were asked from this 
Hide of the House it was naturally expected that the Finance Member 
would give a straight and sympathetic reply. Unfortunately, such a reply 
was not forthcoming. Questions were repeated by several Members but 
the Finance Member’s reply was either evasive or of a nature whi^ did 
not satisfy us. 

Now, there are some points which my Honourable friend, the Deputy 
Leader of this Farty, has raised. What are the commitments to which 
the Finance Member agreed during his recent visit to Europe? Have there 
bei'ii any alterations in the principles of the existing agreement? Have 
there been any alterations in the interpretation of the principles of the 
agreement, and what is the total expenditure which ^he country will be 
('filled upon to incur? All these are very important matters, and in view 
of the fact, as was pointed out by my Honourable friend, that during the 
last war India was saddled with a very huge burden, the matter assumes 
special importance at the present moment. I suggested to the Honourable 
the Finance Member that, if he was not prepared with a statement imme¬ 
diately, he might fix another day. He might fix a day some months 
hence, but we should not be faced with a fait accompli We must be able 
to know what the facts are, and how the situation stands with regard to 
India's responsibility for the conduct of the war, and before a final deci- 
sio:i is taken we ought to have an opportunity to discuss this whole matter. 
That IS our view, and the Honourable the Finance Member has not been 
able to satisfy us with proper assurances. Will he at the present moment 
give us a satisfactory reply? In the speech which he has just made he has 
been rather vague and indefinite. He has not told us whether anothei 
Session will be held before the Budget Session in the course of whicjh w^ 
shall get an opportunity to discuss this very important matter, nor has ht 
told us whether any facta would be placed before us before he makes his 
financial statement in this House on the last day of February next. These 
matters are matters of great consequence to this country, and this country, 
as the Members of the Executive Council are perhaps aware, is a poor 
country, and for a poor country to be saddled with a huge burden is a very 
serious thing. That is why apprehensions have arisen in the minds of the 
Opposition as regards the financial commitments. I Rope Government 
will take this matter seriously and will not try to pour contempt on this 
side of the House once again, but give us a definite assurance that the 
points which have been raised by my Honourable friend and other M^bers 
of this House will be taken into consideration and will be given effect to. 
The Finance Member did not make, I believe, a final speech. Under the 
rules IvB is entitled to speak again after the reply and I would request him 
to be more definite, more precise, wiUi regard to what he contemplates to 
d<' in future. 
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Babu Baijnatb Ba|Oria: This question of financing the expenses incurred 
for war is a very important one and for a country like India to meet all 
the expenses that are being incurred m this country is an impossible task. 
The very fact that the Honourable the Finance Member, at this critical 
stage, fiew tj England and has come back after discussing the financial 
settlement with His Majesty's Government gives rise to apprehension in 
our minds that there has been some disturbance of the status quo. All 
■% we want-^d to know from him was in what way the financial settlement 
which exists at present has been disturbed. Unfortunately, even in today’s 
speech, thi Finance Member could not be drawn out. All he has said 
is th'it Government require time to consider the mutter. We are prepared 
to give him time. 1 make a suggestion to him and that is that right af 
the beginning of the next Session, he should bring up a Besolution for 
discussi'.'ii in this House on the Government’s decision and he should give 
us an opportunity of discussing those proposals before a final decision is 
taken and those proposals are incorporated in liis Budget proposals. That 
will satiusfy this House (io\eminent have already decided that it s not 
po.5Sible to have another Session of the Legislature before the Budget 
Bession. 


An Honott?abla Member: We are not prepared to accept that. 


Bftbu Bai|nath Bajoria: If a special Session is called for that purpose, 
I will be more .satisfied but if it is not possible, then the only course left 
is to have n Besolution at the beginning of February and before the final 
Budget proposals are made at the end of February. There will be one 
month’s time and Government may be influenced by our decision. The 
Finance Member has referred to the Appropriation Accounts which will be 
placed before the Public Accounts Committee. That Is a post tno^em 
examinati m. 


The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman; The point was that the princi¬ 
ples involved .n these matters arc just the same. I was merely empha¬ 
sizing the principles of allocation and they apply not merely retrospecHvely 
but also now. 


Baba Baijnath Bajopia: The thing is'this The post mortem examina¬ 
tion of the Public Accoimis Committee comes long after expenditure is 
incurred. It has got no bearing on the subject on which we are speaking 
at th'i present niomer-t. The apprehension in our mind is that when a 
settlement is going to be made belneeii the Government of India and 
His Majesty s Goveroment it is not between two equal parties. One party 
is superior to the ciher and we are afraid that the will of His Majesty's 
Government will be forced upon the Indian Government and the Finance 
Memhc'* will be in a helpless position. That is why we are afraid that 
the new financal settlement will be to our disadvantage. The expendi¬ 
ture now incurred is not only for the defence of India. India is the base 
for the United Nations, to help China, the Far East and the Middle Plast. 
'This expenditure should not be debited to India’s account and, T think, 
under the present settlement they are not debited. So, what T suggest is 
that the Government of India should give us an opportunity of t ^{pressing 
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our views before any new arrangement is finally decided ;ipon. With these 
words, I support the motion. 


[At this stage, Mr. President (the Honourable Sir Abdur Hahim) 
resumed the Chair.] 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: May I ask the Honourable the Finanue 
Member oiie question V If the Government of India decide, as they will 
do very soon, on an attack on or reconquest of Burma, Malaya and Singa¬ 
pore, will all i^hat expenditure or a portion of it be treated as expenditure 
incurred for the defence of India? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: If the Honourable Member had 
followed in , reply he would ha\e realised that what I was saying was 
that before the Government of India commit themselves to any liability 
of this kind thej would consider that that was a matter on which this 
House should have an opportunity of expressing its views. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: I am sorry to say that while the tone of the 
Honourable the Finance. Member’s speech was courteous, he was far too 
cautious an<l it has become as difficult to get any commitment from him 
in this ‘matter ns it is difficult for a child to cut its teeth. Cutting teeth 
is so painful to the child. So is the eliciting of any information from the 
Honourabli the I’mauce Member. He spent part of his time in saying 
‘Oh, 1 have only just come from England. There is this mob violence 
in the country and there are you, Gentlmen. All my time is thus occupied 
since I cumc here and you want me to be ready.with an explicit answer 
•on a quej'^iun of such vital importance.’ I want to assure my friend that 
we are in no hurry We are not a.sking him for information here and now. 
Take your own time. Take weeks. Take months—one month or two 

montns or call a special Session Give us as much information as you 

•can, without helping the enemy. Let it be of some help to your friends. 
You are treating fiiend^ and enemies alike. Your statement that you are 
being hurried or hustled is not correct. We are quite prepared to give 
you two n.ontlis more lime, if yon so require. You can call a special 

Session later for four days. There will be no Ramzan fast then and in 

those four days you will be able to reach decision affecting the well-being 
and interesi of 41X1 millions of people in this country I assure the Finance 
Member that if he only agrees that we, the representatives of the people, 
arc iq^t,crested in and entitled to be consulted about the war commitments 
of this country which might extend to thousands of crores of rupees before 
we are finally and iirevocably committed; we are then quite prepared to 
wnt for a period of two months. 

Then Sir, h-^ admitted that Article 3 of the agreement of the settlement 
was capable of expansion out of all recognition. He has not been able to 
give a categorical list of what under Article 3 of the Agr^eement will be 
included. It i^ vague, as T said. It is vague as to the parties; it is vagiw 
as to tVe matters to be dealt with and it is vague as to the scope. .♦ 

The HonouraUe Sir Jeremy ll&iemRii: .It is only vague because [ 
•cannot foretell the course of the war. 



432 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


[22nd Sept. 1942: 


Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: You do not say what India is. In that 
Article 3 the Goieriiiueiit do not tell us what India is. What a war meiisure 
>s. W’i'ut India o\mi inlerests are. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raiaman: India is defined in the General 

Clauses Act. 


Mr. Jemnadas M. Mehta: W’hat are its interests? 1 think it is an 
evasion. 1 have ^,reat sympathy with the predicament in which the 
Finan'-“ Member' finds himself at such a critical period, but there is no 
reason why he should go to the General Clauses Act: come to the parti¬ 
cular Act What is India*’ What are her war measures? What are her 
interests ? If you cannot do it, you cannot satisfy the House 

Then, we were told about the great part which auditors play. Don’t 
we know the auditcrs** They are very amiable persons, learned persons, 
technical persons, but the\ come in only after the mischief is done. W’hat 
can they do ’’ The policy is of the sovereign power and not of the auditor. 
The auditor is a seriant who examines whether the policy has been 
carried out. If the policj is not decided by this House, how can the 
auditors help us? 

Then, inv Honourable friend told me that 1 was under an error. I 
will always be willing to admit an error when it is pointed out to me. I 
refer him to his speech of 1941 where he has himself stated: 

“Whenever clrcumslancfg should make it necesaary to emplpy the whole or any 
portion of India’s external defence forces outside Indian limits in the discharge of 
India’s joint responsibility for hei external defences, India should accepts some shar* 
of cost of doing so.’’ 

Now, whLj is this joint responsibility? What is the external defence? 
What is the external army ? How far these three elements will add to 
the burden ? That is what I wanted to know. But my friend told me that 
I was wrong in refer'ing to them. It is in his own speech of 1941 where 
he clearly stated external defence, joint interests and also the countries 
outside India. Therefore, it is not correct to say, as my Honourable 
friend himself said, that the settlement applied only to local defence. 

The last thing tliat I wish to say is that even supposing the priiiciples- 
of the settlement are carried out to the letter, India may be able to bear 
it if the expense'i.-j a hundred crores. But if it expands into thoysands of 
crores, even though you keep to the letter and the spirit of the settlement, 
the capacity oi India might long have been outstripped. We, therefore, 
also want to know the extreme limit of the liability which even under 
these clauses India may be called upon to bear. These things he has not 
been able t<i explain. On these points he is unwilling to commit himself. 
I want to know, therefore, w'hether within the lim.ts 1 have submitted and 
before the Qovenuiient make up their mind, the Government are prepared 
to give us an opportunity of knowing a.s clearly .fls possible under the cir¬ 
cumstances w'hat are likely to be the commitments of India so far and’ 
hereafter ? On what principle they will be committed ? How far India 
will be caUed upon to'bear within her limited resources even the burden* 
according t. those principles? These cannot be settled by means of a 
statement like this: they will not be settled by any suspicion of our inten¬ 
tions. 1 assure my Honourable friend that Ve are willing to* deal with 
him in the same spirit in which he deals with us. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim). The queation is • 

■“That the Assembly do now adjourn “ 

The Assembly divided 


AYES—10 


Abdul Ghani, Maulvi Muhammad 
IBajona, Babu Baijnath. 

Banerjea, Dr. P X. 

"Chattopadhyaya, Mr Amarendrr 
Nath. 

Dam, Mi .\nanga Mohan. 

Das, Pandit Nilkantha 
Deshiiiukh, Mr. (hjvini V. 

Essak silt, Mr H A. Sathar H 
Habibur Rahman, Dr 

NOES—41 

Abdul Hamid, Khau Bahadur Sir 
Ahmad Nawa? Kh.vn, Major Nawab 
Sir. 

Aiyar, Mr T. S Sankara. 

Ambedkar, The Honourable Dr. 

B R 

Aney, The Honoutablc Mr M. S 
Anthony, Mr F. H. 

Benthall, The Honourable Sir 
Edward 

Bewoor, Sir Gurunath 
Caroe, Mr. O. K. 

Ohapman-Mortimer, Mr. T. 

Dalai, Dr. Sir Ratanji Dinshaw 
Dum'asia, Mr. N. M. 

Qhiasuddin, Mr M. 

Griffiths, Mr P. J. 

Gwilt, Mr E. L. C 
Haidar, Khan Bahidur Shamsud- 
Din. 

Imam, Mr. Saiyid Haider. 

Ismaiel All Khan, Kunwar Hajee. 

James, Sir F E, 

Jawahar Sin^h, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar, Sir. 

The motion was negatived. 


Ismail Khan, Haji Chaudhuty 
Muhammad 

Lalchand Navalrai, Mr. 

Maitra, Pandia, liAkshmi Kanta. 
Mehta, Mr Jamnadiis M 
Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi, Qazi 
Murtuza Sahib Bahadur Maulvi 
Syed- 

Neogy. Mr K C. 

Raza All, Sir Syed 
Sant Singh, Sardar 
Zafar .\li Khan, Maulana 


Jehangir, Sir Cowaaji 
Kamaluddin Ahmed, Shainsul- 
UBma. 

Kushalpal Singh, Rail Bahadur. 
Lawson, Mr. C. P 
Miller, Mr. C. C 
Mody, the Honouiable Sir Ilomi 
Noon, The Honourable Malik Sir 

Feroz Khan 
Pillay, Mr T S S 

Raisman, The Honourable Sir 

Jeremy. 

Raper, Sir Hugh 
Richardson, Sir Henry 
Sarker The Honourable Mr N R 

Sivaraj, Rao Bahadur N. 

Spence, Sir George. 

Stokes, Mr H G. 

Sultan Ahmed, The Honourable Sir. 
Thakur Singh, Captain. 

Thapar Mr. P. N 
Tottenham, Sir Richard 
Trivedi, Mr C M. 

Tyson, Mr. J D 


on Wednesday, 


The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock 
the 23rd September, 1942. 




legislative assembly. 

Wednesday, 23rd September, 1942. 


Th(! Assembly mefc in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Tlahmi) 
in the Chair. 

TIIANST'ERRED STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS t 
{a) Oral Answers. 

Steps for Conservation, etc., op Petrol Sdppues. 

73. “^Slr P. E. James (on behalf of Mr. J. Ramsay Scott): (a) Will the^ 
Honourable Member for Ruilways and War Transport be pleased to state 
what steps liave been taken or are in contemplation; 

(i) to conserve petrol supplies; 

(ii) to prevent wastage and leakage to the black market of petrol; 

and 

(iii) to ensure that cenditions of supply of petrol are the same in 

all parts of India? 

(b) Why has there been an inability to supply petrol against petrol 
coupons in the United Provinces but not in Delhi? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) (i). The Honourable 

Member is referred to the Motor Spirit Rationing Order, 1941. In addi¬ 
tion, 8uc,li supplementary instructions as have appeared necessary from 
time tc timf!, have been issued to rationing authorities 

(a) (ii). Every effort is made to prevent wastage and leakage lo the 
black market The Honourable Member is referred for example to the 
Coloured Motor Spirit Control Order, 1942, published in the Government of 
Ind'T Gazette dated the 11th July, 1942. 

(a) (iii) and (b). Such inequalities in the distribution of petrol for 
civil consumption in different parts of Jhdia as have occurred, have been 
due to difficulties of transport, which in turn depend upon the routes over 
which petrol has to be railed. 

Eunwar Hajee Ismaiel All ELhan: May I know from the Honourable 
Member whether the supply of petrol has been suspended temp(»arily cr 
permanently m the United Provinces? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: So far as I know, temporarily. 

Sir r. E. James: May I ask whether the Honourable Member would 
take special steps to inaugurate a publicity campaign for something perhaps 
connected'with the national front whereby the public is kept much better 
informed as to the real problem underlying the supply and distribution of 
petrol? 

tTb« question hour of the I7th September, 1942, having beeni dispensed viitix 
these questions were transferred till today, vide page ^ of these debates.—Ad of D ' 

( 436 ) 
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The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall; Yes, Sir. I am very anxious 
that public should be kept informed of the Regulations and of the various 
measures which they themselves can take to assist in the economizing of 
petrol and also in the use ot motor transport, and I am actually consideiing 
the steps which we can take in order to give effect to such publicity. 


Charcoal Gas-Producer Plants. 

74. ’'Sir P. E. James (on behalf of Mr. J Ramsay Scott): (a) Will the 
Honourable Member for Railways and War Transport please give: 

(i) the number of charcoal gas-produoer plants in use and on order 
for use in India; and 

(ii) the number of manufacturers of these plants in India and their 
output per month? 

(b) Is it a fact that steel priorities for 12.000 such plants have been 
-arranged or given to manufacturers for the period April to September? 

(o) Will Government please state how much steel has been delivered 
-against these priorities? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Bentball: (a) (i). According to the latest 
returns, up, to the end of July (in some cases, June) in others the total 
number of vehicles fitted with producer gas plants in British India was 
5,377. I regret I have no information regarding the number of orders 
placed by vehicle owners for plants. 

(ii) About 70 manufacturers have been approved by different Provin- 
'oial Governments The manufacturing capacity ot 50 of these, in the 
aggregate, is believed to be nearly 3,800 plants per month. We have no 
particulais of ibe capacity of the remainder. I regret I have no figured 
< of the actual output of these manufacturers in any recent month. 

(b) Yes. 

■' (c) 1 regret that I cannot give precise information. The arrangement 
we have made is that steel is distributed from the mills to various 
■ controlled stockholders at suitable centres throughout the country, and the 
licensees are to draw their supplies from the stockholders. Against a total 
of nearly 3,500 tons of steel for the 2nd and 3rd quarters of the vear 
approximately 1,400 tons have been delivered to the stockholders. The 
bulk of this material, is, however, of one type only and, until more 
complete supplies of all types are available with the stockholders, licensees 
are not able to take advantage of this material. Every effort is being 
made to place complete stocks with the stockholders with the least possible 
delay. 


Sir F. E. James; Has the Honourable Member’s Department or any of 
the Provincial Governments taken steps to control the'prices at which 
the.se charcoal gas-producer plants are actually sold by the manufacturers? 

. The nondurable Sir Edward Benthafl: Sir, I am dealing with that in 
rjny next question. 
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Charcoal Gas-Pkoduobr Plants. 

75. *Sir F. E. James, (on behalf of Mr, J. Bamsay Scott): (a) Will the 
'Hoaoui’abJe Member for Railways and War Transport please state if it is 
■a facu that some Provincial Governments have issued orders that buses and 
iJomes must be fitted with Gas-producer Plants? 

(b) What steps have Government taken in conjunction with Provincial 
and Centrally administered areas to see that these plants are supplied at 
1 reasonable rates and that charcoal supplies are readily obtainable and at 
reasonable rates? 

(c) What steps* are Government taking to see that all Gas-producer 
Plants comply witii specifications before being sold to the public? If this 
is done provincially, what is the procedure in the centrally administered 
-areas? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) 1 have no knowledge of .any 
specific, order of the kind referred to It is, of course, the policy of the 
Govcinmeii^ of India that the maximum number of buses and lorries 
•should be converted as rapidly as possible to producer gas. 

(b) The control of prices of plants was recently considered bv the 
'Transport Advi8or\ Council, and the conclusion was that competition 
would tend to keep down prices and that when the supply of controlled 
steel reaches manufacturers in sufficient quantities the conditions 
'attached to the supply will enable the authorities to ensure that prices of 
plants art reasonable 

Tne po.sitioa regarding the supply of charcoal at reasonable rates is, I 
understand, on the whole satisfactory. 

(c) My Department has issued model specifications and rules on the 
subject, which have already m practice been generally enforced and wh'ch 
•were recently accepted by the Transport Advisory Council as satisfactory. 
The Rules provide that manufacturers’ designs and specifications shall be 
approved by competent officers of the ,Provincial Government. In the 
case of Chief Commissioners’ Provinces, Rules to this effect have been 
mad", in the case of Ajmer-Merwara and Delhi, and also, I believe, ’n Ihe 
'Case of Coor'g There are as yet no producer gas planth in Baluchistan. 

Organisation of and Assistance to Industries for meeting 
War Supply Requirements. 

76. Taadit Lakshmi Eanta Maitra: (a) Will the Honourable Member 
for Supply be pleased to lay on the table of the House a statement show¬ 
ing the main categories or classes of goods supplied by his Department for 
War requirements, the volume of such supplies and their value? 

(b) Will the Honourable Member briefly state the steps taken to 
organise the industry in this country to meet war supply requirements and 
what assistance, if any, has been given to industry in this connection? 

(c) What are the cottage industries, if any, that have been organized 
or helped to compete for war supply requirements? In what shape and 
to what iextent has assistance been rendered to such industries? 

(d) Will the Honourable Member please state the volume of supplies 
drawn from the cottage4ndustrie8 in this country and the total approximate 
■value of such supplies? 
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The Honourable Sir Homi Mbdy: (u) I place a statement on the tiable. 

(b) Industry has been organmed by the appointment of advisers; by 
Ihe establishment of industrial panels; by (‘lose contacts between tlie 
Production Directorates and the Controllers of Supplies on the one hand 
and industrialists on the other; by the provision of new fa(;tories and/ or 
new plant; and by a great deal ot development work in which Government 
and industry have liofh placed their part 

Industry has been assisted with finance to accelerate the completion of 
plant; b,\ die installation of new factories or independent new items of 
plant at Government expense; by the installation of balancing plant at 
Government expense; by the grant of special facilities for the import of 
raw materials and equipment; by the placing of educational or guaranteed* 
orders; and in various other ways 

(c) Small scale industry, both urban and rural, has been organised 
to produce a large number of items including items made wholK' or 
mainly of wood such as shelves for tools, tent mallets, folding Charpoya 
and racks, signalling flags, tent poles, and furniture; textiles items such 
as blankets and camouflage nets; minor metal manufactures such as cut'ery 
and padlocks; leather goods such as Chaplia and sandals; and miscellane¬ 
ous goods such as ambulance stretchers 

Small stale industry is organised through the Provincial Governments 
which establish “official agencies”—normally their Directors of Industries 
and/orPiegistrurs of Cooperative Societies to take and distribute contracts, 
and to supervise the work on behalf of the Central Government. Samples 
are supplied bv the Central Government and if necessary working capital is 
provided 

(d) During 1941-42 orders on small scale mdusti’y were valued at 
Rs. 4-98 crores. The main items were camouflage nets Rs. 1-82 crores, 
blankets Rs. 1-18 crores, leather goods Rs. 96 lakhs, and pith hats Rs. 43 
lakhs. During 1942-43 to date orders totalling about Rs. 7 crores have 
been placed with the “official agencies” for allocation to small scale 
industry 1 place on the fable a statement giving particulars of the main 
orders placed 


Statement ahawing purchaaes made by the purchase orgaMzatione of the Department of Supply 
from the commencement of the war upto 3 let July 1942. 


Articles. 


Value in 


1. Cotton goods .... 

2. Woollen goods .... 

3. Other textile goods 

4. Leather materials .... 

6. Timber and woodware 

6. Foodstuffs ..... 

7. Engineering, misoellaneous and hardwara' 


Rs. 000. 
80,42,10 
28,47,76 
40,88,03 
17,04,92 
19,20,47 
29,99,13 
161,80,0T 


Total 367,82,47 


Note. —The statement includee all purohaaea made for indentom in India whether the 
mdentors themselves are in India or overseas. It exdudes (a) the value of goods manufac¬ 
tured in Government factories and {b) purchases made through commercial with¬ 

out the intervention of the Supply Department, It is not possible to show the volume of 
the purchases in each category owing to the diversity of the goo^. 
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Statemeni thounng orders placed on official agencies in 1942~43 for allocation to amaU-aeale 


Nomenclature. 

industry. 

Quantity 

Value of 



ordered. 

order. 


Helves Pick Axe 

Axes Pick Helves 

Knives Table 

Clasp, 1939, with marline 

spike tin opener and screw 

8,000 

16,06,000 

92,000 
. 14,66,796 

Driver 

2,89,625 

6,79,2.60 

Padlocks, I. G., 11/4* . 


3,4.6,826 

3,02,596 

Padlocks, I. G., 2* 


71,750 

1,77,375 


'<jioves, M. T., Siae 8 1/2 


Gloves, M. T., Size 9 . 

Gloves, M. T., Size 9 1/2 


Sandals P. O. W. (pairs) 




8,00,000 

34,00,000 

Chaplis, Frontier Pattern 




4,00,000 

13,00.000 

Boots, Gilgit (Pairs) 




1,60,000 

26,00,000 

Blankets 90'x00' 




2,40,000 

1,56,00,000 

Pith Hats 
"Camouflage nets — 




44,46,600 

88,93,200 

Uxl4 . 




4,89,460 

14,68,380 

14x7 




69,380 

1,09,482 

24 X 24 




3,32,893 

19,55,746 

29 X 29 . 




14,428 

1,87,564 

35 X 36 . 




9,932 

1,76,293 

36 x 35 0. S. . 




68,332' 

Price not yet 
fixed though 

36x35 Artillery 




622 

• production is 

I there. 

1,46,911 

- 29x14 . . . - 




21,968“^ 

36x16 . 




46,868 

25,30,872 

26x12 . 




34,935 

13,92,595 

Brass Buckles 




^,00,000 

40,00,000 

Brass Slides 




18,00,000 

1,12,500 

Dees Steel . 




1,71,000 

3.42,000 

Textiles 





35,42,149 

Miscellaneous items foodstuffs 

etc. 

Total 


2,29,00,149 

Note.—^T he orders for 1942-43 ai 

•o not omplete. 




Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: With regard to part (c), ma,\ I know from the 
Honourable Member whether any industries have been organized for war 
jpurposes in the province of Sind? 

The Honourable Sir Homi Mody : It is up to the Sindhis to do this. I 
-cannot answei the question oflf-hand, but 1 am certain that the resources 
•of Sind are being utilized to the fullest possible extent As 1 said, this is 
-an arrangement of the Provincial Governments, and 1 am certain that the 
Sind Government has set up^ the necessary agency for executing Govern 
ment orders, but I shall be glad to give nay Honourable friend fuller 
information after obtaining it. 

Pandit Lakahmi Kanta Maitra: With regard to part (c), the Honourable 
Member said that the Government were, in most cases, prepared to 
•advance capital for the establishment of small industries for the manufac¬ 
ture of articles for the Supply Department. Will the Honourable Member 
be pleased to state what is the amount of the capital, that has so far 
Ifoeen .advanced for starting' new cottage industries? 
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■ The Honourable Sir Homi Mody: I cannot answer offhand. I wooldt 
h£i\e to get those hgures. 

Damage caused to Postal DepartmenI- PJbopebty during bectnit 
Disturbances. 

77. *Pandit Lakshmi Santa Maitra: WiU. the Secretary of the Posts* 

and Air Department be pleased to make a comprehensive statement 
about the nature and extent of the damage and destruction caused to the- 
buildings, lines, cables, etc , and other properties of the Postal • Depart¬ 
ment in the recent disturbances? Have telegraph and telephone lines, 
been fully restored to their normal conditions? 

Sir Ourunath Bewoor: I would refer the Honourable Member to tne. 
reply given by me on (he 14th instant to starred question No. 5 put by 
Mr. K C. Neogy. 

Postion of the Inland Aibmaib Servicbt. 

78. *Pandit Lakshmi Eanta Maitra: (a) Will the Secretary of the- 
Posts and Air Department be pleased to make a detailed statement about 
the present position of the Inland Airmail Service in India, with special 
reference to Airmail Service from Delhi to Calcutta, Bombay and Madras? 

(b) Is the Airmail Service run by Government Agency? If not, by 
which Company or Companies is it run? 

(c) Is it a daily and regular service? 

(d) Since when has it been introduced? 

(e) What is the expenditure involved in the maintenance of this- 
service? 

Sir Ourunath Bewoor: Sir, I lay on the table a statement giving the- 
information required bv the Honourable Member. 


StcUement showing the internal air mail services operating at present in India. 


Date of Operating 

Serial ^ Service. Frequency. com- concern. 

No. 


Expenditu/e 

involved. 


1. Karachi-Rajasainand- Twice week- 1932 
Madho ' Sagsr- ly. 
Allahabad-Calcutta. 


3. 

4. 

5. 


Karachi-B o m b a y- 
Hyderabad-Madras- 
Trichinopo 1 y-C o - 
lombo. 

Delhi-C awn pore- 
AUahabad-Q a y a- 
Calcutta. 

Calcutta-T e z p u r- 
Dinjan (temporary 
S3rvico). 

Labore-Multan-J aoo- 
babad-Q u e t t a 
(temporary service). 


Four timee 
a week. 


Foul' times 
a week. 

Twiee week- 

ly- 

Daily 


19512 


13th 

10th 

Aug. 

1942. 

I7th 

Aug. 

1942. 


British Over¬ 
seas Airways 
Corporation. 


Tata Sons- 
Limited. 


Indian National 
Airways Ltd.' 

Do. 


DOi 


Service forms paiir. 
of the arrange¬ 
ments under the- 
Empire Air Maib 
Scheme. 

Do. 


A standing pay¬ 
ment of 

Rs. 37,200 per- 
month plus cost, 
of operation om 
actual mileagOf 
operated. 



transferred starred questions and answers 


441 


Pandit Laksbmi Kanta Maitra: May I know if there is a daily regular 
f.iimfdl service from Delhi to Calcutta? 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor: TJie statement vphich I am laying on the table 
gives the names of the services and the frequency of the services. The 
statement shows how the different services are working. Some are twice 
weekly, some are four times. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: 1 take it that there is no regular daily 
service from Delhi to Calcutta? ’ 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor: No, Sir 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: When was this service introduced*’ 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor: You are referring to (d)? 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: The airmail service from Delhi tO' 
Calcutta. 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor: The statement gives the service from Delhi to. 
Calcutta We have a B. O A. C service and we have also another service 
whi^.h has been working between Delhi and Calcutta four times a week 
since 15th April, 1942. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Are they Government agencies or 
private compan’es which have been subsidized by the Government of ' 
India ? 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor: These are private companies. The statement 
gives the names of the operating concerns. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: They are not Government agencies but 
private companies employed to carry on the service? 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor: The Companies are paid for the service they 
render. 

Pandit Lak a hrtii Kanta Maitra: Did the Honourable MemblSr say that 
at the initiative of the Government these Companies were brought into, 
existence, or that they had been functioning before, hut that they 
approached Government for help and Government advanced them I ho 
money ? 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor: I sa-’d it is not a Government agency. 

Mr. I^esident (Tlie Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim): The Honourable 
Member has said that it is not a Government agency. 

Damaoe caused to Kailway Propeety dueino eecent Distubbanoes. 

79. ■'Pandit Lakshmi Kaato Maitra: (a) Will, the Honourable Mem^ 
her for Bailways be pleased to make a comprehensive statement about the 
nature and‘extent of the damage and destruction caused in the reoenk 
disturbances to the different Bailways in India with special reference to: 

(i) stations, yards, sheds or cabins or othqr railway buildings,. 

(ii) Bailway tracks, bridges and ^'gnalling apparatus, and 
(ui)[ Locomotives and rolling stocks? 
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(b) Which of the Railways have suffered the heaviest damage and 
destruction ? 

(c) Was there any large scale dislocation of traffic, goods and passen¬ 
ger, on any railway? If so, where? 

(d) Has through communication been since restored? 

(e) What precautionary measures, if any, have been adopted for the 
future? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) to (e) I would refer the 
Honourable Alember to the replies already given on the 14th to Mr. A. N. 
Chattopadhv&ya’s starred questions Nos. 11 and 12. I would add that 
tha East Indian and Ihe Bengal and North Western Railways have suffered 
the most severely and that there has been damage done to some engines; 
repairs to most of wh’ch have already been completed 

Damage due to Fire in the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi 

80. *Paadit Laksbmi Kanta liaitia: Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways be pleased to state the nature and extent of the loss sustained 
by the Railway Board by the tire in the Railway Clearing Accounts Office 
in Delhi? Has there been a large scale destruction of documents? Is it 
likely to affect seriously the administration of the Railway Board? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: The Railway CTeuring Accounts 
Office was accoiimiodated in five buildings, of which only two (tui., the 
Clive Building and the .Jat-a House) were destroyed by the fire. The 
capital cost of the Clive Budding, owned by the North Western Railway 
Administrafjoii, including electric installations, was Rs. 3,94,386 The 
Jatiii House belonged to n private owner on whose behalf notice of a claim 
of Rs. 1 lakh as compensation has been received. The estimated value 
of furniture, books, stationerv, forms and records (treated as waste-paper 
for valuation) destroyed b\ the fire in the two buildings is Rs. 1,50,225. 

All the documents in the two buildings were completely destroyed 

The reply to the last part ot the question is in the negative 

Pandit Lakahmi Kanta Maitra: Do I understand from uie Honourable 
Member I Inn (lie papers de.-.tioy('d were not valuable documents but waste 
paper? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: The valuation was made at the 
waste paper rate 

Babu Baijnath Bajoria: Is Government considering the question of 
compensation for Jatia House? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Yes. Governniem, has unfortu¬ 
nately to consider it. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kan^ Maitra: Has the work of the railway administra¬ 
tion been affected by the destruction of this waste paper? 
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The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: It has of course been alTceted, 
but the question was whether it had been seriously affected. Airuugemeuts 
are being rn^ulc for reconatruciing a portion of the accounts for July 1942 
and most of the documents can be obtained from stations and o4ier offices 
There will be difficulties in compiling accounts but by co-operation 
between the railways affected, we hope to get over them. 

Babu Baijnath Bnjoria: Were those buildings insured against fire ’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Not in the case of the railway 
building 


Report of the American Technical Mission 

81. •Mr. K. 0. Neogy: (a) Will the Honourable the Supply Member 
be plea.sed to lay on the table of the HoUse a copy of the Report submitted 
by the American Technical Mission which visited India during the year‘^ 

(b) Will he be pleased to indicate, with reference to each recommend¬ 
ation made in the said report, as to what action has been, or is proposed 
to be, taken thereon? 

(c) Is it a fact that Government are in negotiation with the Govern¬ 
ment of the United States of America for the services of certain American 
technical experts in India, and for the establishment of certain war indus¬ 
tries in India‘S If so, what are these industries, and what are the inten¬ 
tions of Government as regards the organisation and control of such 
industries ? 

Th« Honourable Sir Horn! Mody: (a) and (b) The Government of India 
regret they cannot lav on the table a copy of tile Report of the American 
Technical Mission 't’he Report contains matter, the puhlicatio') of which 
would not be in the public interest, and the Mission theinsoixes have 
expressed the desire that it l)t treated as confidential. A simirnary faith¬ 
fully recording all the recommendations has, however, been pub’ished and 
presents a correct picture of ihe measures suggested by the Mission for the 
purpose of accelerating India’s w’ar effort.. 

(c) The finport includes recommendations for the expausi'e^n of certain 
existing and the estahlishmenr. of certain new industrial coiiccrns. In 
connection with these developments it is hoped to make use of technical 
experts whose services have bu-n offered by the Government of the United 
States. Broadly speaking, these experts will fall into two gioups—first, 
leading industrialists, who, in an honorary capacity so far as India is 
concerned, may pay short visits to India for periods not exceeding, say, 
three months to advise the Government of India on industrial problems; 
and secondly experts who will be engaged by the Government of India, 
or in some cases by the firms concerned, on short term contracts. For 
reasons already explained in my reply to parts (a) and (b) of this question, 
I regret 1 caimot give details of the developments that the Government of 
India have in mind, but I can assure the Honourable Member that the 
American lechnical Mission did not recommend the establishment.in India 
of industries controlled by American interests or American personnel, njs 
iMissioh made it clear that, as a general rule, the Government of India must 
limit themselves to short term contracts in engaging salaried personnel, 
€.g., contracts for periods of approximately one year. 
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Mr. E, C. Neogy: Witli regard to the new industrial concerns which are 
likely to be established as a lesult of these recommendations, do they 
relate to the establishnient of any key industry in any case? 

The Honourable Sir Homi Mody: Well, all I can say is that s second 
report has just come through, And until we are in a position to give consi¬ 
deration to that report. I am not able to say anything to my lloiiouinble- 
friend, but perhaps a little later 1 will be aide to. 

' Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Will tne second report be publishe<i." 

The Honourable Sir Homi Mody: No. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: lilay I know from the Honourable Member ii 
the Mission has reeoniniended any investment of American capital for the 
development of Indian industiy? 

The Honourable Sir Homi Mody: No question of Amenc.'m fmar.ces at 
all. 

• \ 

Babu Baijuath Bajoria: Will the Honourable Membei- supply a copy of 
this report to the Mfinber.s of this House for their personal us. ? 

The Honourable Sir Homi Mody: I regret I am not in a position to do 
that. 


Babu Baijnath Bajoria: Js it a fact that the Honourable ^lember is not 
in agreement with certain main recommendations of this American- 
Technical Mission? 

Hie Honourable Sir Homi Mody: I think it would be too premature to- 
say anything 

Babu Baijnath Bajoria: We have seen published in the papers the- 
comments of the l-foiiourabie Member on those recoinmendalioiis and they 
vary very much Iroui the report of this Mission. 

The Honourable Sir Homi Mody: 1 am afraid I was gros.dy misunder¬ 
stood. 

Babu Baijnath Bajoria: Will you clarify the position? 

The Honourable Sir Homi Mody: I may inform the Honourable Mem¬ 
bers, if they really w ish to know, that every effort has been made to imple¬ 
ment as many of t^ie recommendations of the American Technical Mission 
as possible. I may say that practically all recommendations are being' 
sought to be given effect to. A sort of War Cabinet, such as w’lis, recom¬ 
mended by the Mission, was set up. known as the War Eesoiirces Com¬ 
mittee, and that Committee apart from dealing witl! questions of co¬ 
ordination of the activities of the different departments rfelated to the waif 
effort, is dealing systematically, and seriatim with every recommendation oi 
the American Technical Mission. 



transferred starred questions and answers 446>^ 

. Mr. K. 0. Neogy; As rejraids the experts^that are to come out from 
America, can we expect timt properly qualified Indians will be placed for - 
training under tlierii so as Ic be able to replace them whenever necessary? 

The Honourabla Sir Honii Mody: There is no question of their einploy- 
ment on any long term basis. It is not as if the necessary personnel ore 
not here. Bui in order to find out whether in the methods which are being, 
employed in, say, the ordnaeoe factories or in our steel or other plants 
any special technical assistance would be useful, assistance was sought 
and it has been freely, placed at our disposal by the American adminis¬ 
tration. The intention is to make the best use of these men and then to 
send them buck. 

Maulana Zafar All Khan: With regard to part (c) of this question, I 
.should like to know wholber England could not spare such experts and why 
it is necessary to get them from America? 

The Honourable Sir Horn! Mody: Experts are not as readily available 
from the Enited Kii.gdom as from the United States, and since v.e ere 
following up the main lines of the recommendations of the American Tech¬ 
nical Mission, the United States are in the best position to supply the sort 
of technical personnel which we need. 

Communal Composition of Officees in the Stores Department on/ 
North-Western Railway. 

82. *Mr. E. M. AbduUah: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways please state what is the total cadre of officers in the Stores Department 
on the North Western Railway and W'hat is its communal composition?. 

(b) Is it a fact that there has not beei^ a single Muslim Officer in thia 
Department for the last two years? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Government of India have laid down the 
principle that they will prevent the preponderance of any one community 
in any branch of service under their control? 

(d) What steps, if any, do Government propose to take to ensure 
equitable representation of Muslims in this branch? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) The total cadre is nine; the • 
communal composition on the Isl April, was three Hindus, one. Sikh, two- 
Europeans and three Anglo-Indians and Domiciled Europeans 

(b) Yes. 

(c) A declor.ution to the effect that Government would attempt to pre¬ 
vent the preponderance of any one class or community in the services under 
their direct control was made in 1923. Since then Government have of 
course decided to allot quotas for the representation of minority cemmu- 
nities but the declaration still remains valid-. 

(d) Government do n'>t consider that any special steps are n-^cessary. 

MtrsLiM AND Non-Musum Candidates on the Waiting List op Stockj 
Verifiers on North Western Railway. 

83. *Mr. H. M. Abdullfth: (a) Will-the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways please state the number of Muslim and non-Muslim candidates on.> 
the waiting list of Stock Verifiers on the North Western Railway ? 
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(b) Wliv is the number of Muslim candidates smaller than that of the 

non-Muslims ? . * 

(c) Whv were all the Muslim qualified men not allowed to appear before 
"the Selection Board? 

(d) Is it a fact that two Hindus have recently been appointed Stock 
Verifiers but their names neither appeared on the current nor on the pre-' 

' vious waiting lists? 

(e) Is it a fact that one of them was reverted from this post on the 
charge of claiming false travelling allowaYice, and was permanently debarred 
for appointment as a Verifier? 

(f) Is it a fact that his appeal was also rejected 

(g) Is it a fact that the other person was previously found unfit for¬ 
tius post? 

(h) What are the grounds for tiieir special promotions from outside the 
list? 

(i) Why vicre the selected candidates not appointed as Verifiers or why 
could not a selection be arranged at the time? 

(j) Who are the persons responsible for such recommendations? 

(k) Do (lo\eminent propose to take necessary steps to set right matters? 

The Honourable. Sir Edward Benthall: (a) to (j). Government have no 
information on these mutters of detailed administration which are within 
the competence ot the General Manager. 

(k) Does not ni-ise. 

Inadequate Representation of Mu.si/1MS in Establishment Sections 
OF North Western Railway 

84. *Mr. H. M. Abdullah: (») Will the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways please state what instructions have the Railway Board issued from 
time to time to Railway .Administrations in connection with the represen¬ 
tation of Muslims in Establishment Sections? 

(h) What has been the effect of the issue of these instructions as regards 
increase in the repiesentation of Muslims: 

(i) in the clerical cadre, / 

(ii) 111 the posts of Head Clerks, 

(iii) in the posts of Superintendents, and 

^iv) ill the posts of Gazetted Officers 

on the North Western Railway, comparing the position on 1st April, 19.00, 
with thill on 1st April, 1942? 

(c) Is it u fact (hat the representation of Muslims in the Establishment 
Section ot the Hendquiirters Office has decreased considerably since the 
present Deputy General Manager (Personnel) has taken over charge of the 
North \V\‘ste’rii Railway? 

(d) What instructions, if any, do Government propose to issue to ensure 
the strict observance of their orders in this matter? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Betnthall: (a) I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the reply to question No. 146 asked in the Council of State' 
by the Honourable RarBuhrdur Lala Mathura Pnasad Mehrotra (on behali 
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of the Honourable Mr. Hossain Imam) on the 6th September, 1933. Rail¬ 
ways were subsequently reminded of these orders. 

(b) I would refer tlie Honourable Member to the reply to Mr. Muham¬ 
mad Azhar All’s unstarred question No. 106 asked on the 10th March, 1941, 

(c) No; the number has diminished by one. 

(cl) None, as they do not consider such instructions necessary. 

Promotions in the Lower Gazetted Service on North Western 
Railway. 

86. H. M. Abdullah: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 

ways please state how many promotions were made by the North Western 
Railway Administration in the Lower Gazetted Service in the various 
branches separately during the calender year 1941 and up to date in 1942 ? 

(b) Will Government 2 )lease state (he communal distribution of the 
promotions made to this service during this period separately ? 

( 0 ) How many subordinates are at present officiating in the Lower 
Gazetted Service and what communities do they belong to*’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a), (b) and (c). I lay on (he 
table a stalfeinent giving the required information 


StatefnenU showing the communal composition of officers (I) promoted to the L, O. S. on the 
North Western Railway during the calendar year 1941 and up to date in 1942 and (//) 
officiating in the L. O. S. on North Western Railway. 


(a) and (6). 


Department. 


Civil Engineering 
Traffic and Commercial 
Power and Mechanical 
Signal > 

Medical . 

Printing 

Accounts 


STATEMENT I. 


Europeans. Hindus. Muslims. 


1 


2 


2 

I 

i 


Anglo- 
Indians Sc 
Sikhs. ' Domiciled 
Europeang, 


1 


1 


Total 


4 6 4 


(c) 


STATEMENT II. 


{Communal composition of officers now officiating 
Raxlway.) 

Europeans and Anglo-Indians 
Hindus .... 

Muslims 
Sikhs 

Indian Christians 
Others 


m the L. 0. S. on North Western 


24 

6 

5 

.3 

1 


Paucity op Muslim Stbnoobaphees in Headquarters Office of 
North Western Railway. 

86. ‘Mr. H. M. AbduUahj (a) WiU the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways please state whether it is a fact that posts of stenographers in the 
Headquarters Office of the North Western Railway used to be filled by 
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'direct recruitment prior to the July 1934 Resolution ot the Government of 
India in regard to reservation of posts for minority communities in direct 
recruitment'^ ' 

(b) Js it a fact that no direct recruitment whatsoever is being made in 
this categorv except in the case of lady stenographers belonging to the 
Anglo-Indian community? 

(c) Is it a fact that there is not a single permanent Muslim stenographer 
in the entire Headquarters Office of the North Western Railway? 

(d) Is it a fact that direct recruitment is being made to the category 
•of stenogi-aphers to a certain extent in respect of vacancies in tlie Divisional 

Offices of the North Western Ruilw*^? 

(e) Is it a fact that the number of Muslims promoted as stenographers 
is negligible as compared with the number of non-Muslim.s during the last 

' ten years'’’ 

(f) What action do Government propose to take to set right this injustice 
?to the Muslim community? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(c) Yes, due to the traiioler of two Muslim Stenographer? and two 
Muslim Typists to the office of the Railway Board. 

(d) and (e) Information is not readily available. 

(f) Government do not consider that any injustice has been don© to 
Muslims in this connection 

Maulana Zalar All Khan: W th regard to parts (d) and (e), when will 
.the information be available* 

The Honourablvi Sir Edward Benthall: The collection of the inforiiiation 
will, 1 think, take u considerable time, and I am ilot sure that we should 
be justified in the present war conditions in throwing that burden On the 
railways; but I will consider that question further 

Monopolistic Supply Agencies of the Supply Department 

87. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya: (a) Will the Honourable 
Member for Supply be pleased to state if there are any commodities sup¬ 
plied by monopolists? If so, which commodities and who are the monor 
polists ■’ Does the Honourable Member propose to continue such “sole 
agency’’ <jf supply ? In case such monopoly agencies are to continue, is 
the Honourable Member prepared to distribute the agency on the same- 
terms lo at least a dozen suppliers? 

(b) What is the total quantity of rice, wheat, ghee, gur and sugar sup- 
■ plied dulling 1941 and upto the 31st August, 1942, and what was the value 
' of such quantities supplied? 

The Honourable Sir Homi Mody^ (a) Certain Army foodstuffs are pur- 
j chased through Purcha.sing Agents. The commodities are: 

» (1) Wheat, dais and animal food grains. 

(2) Tea. 

' (3) Ghee. 
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The Purchagmg Agents are for (1) Messrs. Owen Roberts at'd Co., Ltd., 
Lahore; for (2) Messrs. Hurrison and Crossfield, Calcutta, aud for (3) 
Messrs. Alopi Pershad and Sons Delhi. 

Arrangerrents are under consideration to appoint adcfitioiidl purchasing 
agents for the purchase of wheat. Tea is at present purchased through 
Messrs. Harrison and Crossfield, but it is probable that the Ten Controller 
• will take over the supply of tea for the Defence Services, and this would 
dispense with the necessity for utilising a purchasing agent In regard to 
ghee, a second purchasing agent, viz., The Ghee Supply Qo., Ltd., Calcutta, 
has recently been appointed, nnd it is proposed to appoint two or three more 
ghee purchasing agents for the 1942-48 ghee season. It is not proposed to 
distribute agencies on the same terms to a dozen suppliers, because it would 
have the effect of intensifyiag competition in purchasing which would tend 
to raise prices 

(b) A statement is laid on the table. Rice is purchased on the open 
tender system. 

Sugar is put chased direct from the sugar mills under aliotnient advices 
received from the Sugar Controller 

The Supply Depaitn'cnt does not purchase gur 


itStatement showing the total quarvtitiea and values of r%ce, wheat, ghee and sugar suppUeo 
during 1941 and up to 31st August, 1942. 



Quantity. 

Value. 


Tons. 

R«. 

Rice 

74,470 

1,60,3.7,000 

Wheat . 

3,70,843 

4,54,61,964 

Qhee 

24.079 

3,42,11,5,00 

Sugar , 

60,9.50 , 

1,45,78,500 


Sir Oowasji JeHMiglr: What is the conunission pajd for wheat‘s 

The Honourable Sir Homi Mody: So far us the wheat purchasing 
agents are concerned, it is on a sliding scale depending on the value of 
the orders placed. 

Bahu Baijnath Bajoria: Will it not be advantageous for the Govern¬ 
ment to have separate agencies in separate provinces for each commodity? 

The Honourable Sir Homi Mody: Not separate agencies in separate 
provinces, but the employment of more agencies is being considered and 
a decision will be reached very shortly. 

Babu Baljnatb Bajorla: After the war? 

The*Honourable Sir fiomi Mody: Very shortly, I said; imless you 
<«xpect the' war to end^ext week. 
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Rbpaibino g¥ the recent Damage caused on various Railways. 

88. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya: (a) Will the Honourable 
Member for Railways and War Transport be pleased to state if all the 
railways meeting at Delhi Main Station have become safe for travelling of 
passengers, mails and for goods transport? What arrangements have beeni 
made to guard the lines against further damage? Has reconsliuction 
work of all damaged stations and telegraph posts and cables been taken- 
up^ How long will it take to complete the reconstruction work and when 
will normal work be started? 'Have all impediments to war transports 
been overcome by this time 

(li) Has the damage done to railways passing through Bihar, vtm., 
Bengal and N'orth-Western Hallway, Guva-Ktul Ijoop—been repaired and 
normal transit and transport been set up ? 

(c) Is it a fact that due to want of adequate supply of coal, locomotives 
have to be left inactive in sheds and for this all through trains are not 
being run ? If so, how long is this condition expected to continue? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Bonthall: (a) Normal lunning has not 
yet been restored throughout the East Indian Railway though conditions 
are greatly improved. On the other railways connecting at Delhi, the 
po.silion may be regarded as satisfactory. The security of Railways is a 
inatler which is receiving the closest attention of Provincial authorities 
with w'hoin Raihvays are co-operating fully. The work of restoration and 
lec onstruction is proceeding as rapidly as possible. I would prefer not to 
suggest when this work may be completed, but I would assure the 
Honourable Member that no avoidable delay will be allowed to occur. 

(b) Not completely. 

(c) The Honourable Member is perhaps referring to trains having been- 
cancelled in order to conserve coal stocks. Goods serviceg are being 
restored as fully as possible but the passenger services will not be restored 
unfit the coal position has been further improved. 

Dr. r. X. DeSouza; Will the Honourable Member be surprised to 
hear that it took me eleven days to perform the journey that normally 
takes two? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I am sure he is not blaming 
the liiilways for that state of affairs. 

Babu Bai|nath Bajoria: Has the main line from Calcutta to Delhi. 

Patna been declared open and is there through running of passenger 
<in‘ on that line? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Trains are running over that 
lir 


Babu Bailnath Bajoria: Passenger trains, I mean? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Yes; passenger trains 
niiming but with restricted services. 


are- 


Babu Baiinath Baioria: Which trains? 
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The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I should require notice of that 
‘question, 

Babu Bai|nath Bajoria: Is it not a fact that there is only one mail 
train running from Calcutta to Delhi and that is the Delhi Mail via the 
•Grand Chord and there is no passenger service by the main line? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: There .s only one through 
passenger tram, running between Delhi and Calcutta. There are, how¬ 
ever, one or more local trains running between Delhi and Moghal Serai, 
Mcghal Serai and Gaya and so on and that should effect some relief. As 
to when additional through trains will be put on, i cannot yet say. We 
have at present, as I said, to concentrate upon goods traffic and there w 
■a good deal of leeway to make up in goods traffic, and until that is made 
up, I am afraid there will still be inconvenience to the travelling public. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: May I know if o Up and 6 Down—the 
Punjab Mail—is going over Patna between Sahaianpur imd Calcutta? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I require notice of that; I am 
not certain whether it is going through or not. 

Babu Baijnath Bajoria: Is the Honourable Member aware that there 
is no through train or through carriage between Delhi and Lucknow and 
?thdt it takes about twenty-four hours to go there ^ 

Mr. N. M. Joshl: The railways do not want you to travel. 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Mr. Joshi has given the 
answer We arc not particularly anxious that the public should travel, 
ai-id T hope that Mr. Bajoria will be able to cut out his trip to Lucknow. 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan: The Honourable the Home Member th - 
•other day in discussing the present situation pointed out^that on the 
main lines from Madras to Calcutta and fro.in'Delhi to Calcutta not a day 
Went without nets of sabotage O'- urring Have those nets stopped now 
and has the condition become normal 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: The condition on those lines is 
•approaching normal. 

Mr. Ananga Mohan Dam: How many hours does it take to go from 
Calcutta to Delhi, is the Honourable Member aware? Is it a fact that it 
takes 61 hours? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I think the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber must have been unlucky if it took 51 hours. It usually takes about 44 
hours now. 

Sir Syed Baza Ali: With reference to the Honourable Member’s, 
advic“ that people should not travel generally between Delhi and Lucknow, 
is he prepared to sdvise me not to go to Lucltnow to attend a meeting of 
the Provincial War Committee which may be held very soon there? 

The HCnoiirable Sir Edward Benthall: Certainly not. 
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Sir Syed Baza AU: What route would he like me to take in that case 
ii there is no through carriage running between Delhi and Lucknow? 

Mr. N. M. Joehi: Bullock cart 1 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall; In the United Kingdom there 
IS it notice put up in all stations which reads, “Is your journey really 
necessary?’’ In the ease of the Honourable Member I am quite certain 
that the journey is necessary As to other necessary journeys, I am sorry 
for any inconvenience which he and the rest of the travelling publin 
suffer, but the Honourable IMember will, I am sure, be aware ^hat the 
ineoiivenienee is not the fault of the railway administration. 

Pandit Lakshmi Eanta Maitra: Shall we be able to get back to our 
headquarters ? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Certainly. 

Damage caused to Railway Property durino recent Djstuhbancbs. 

t89. -"Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Will the Honourable the Railway 
Member please give value of the damage done to the Railways by rioters 
in destroying the track, breaking the bridges, burning Railway property 
and destroying material and stock loaded in carriages? 

(b) On whom will the burden of replacement fall ? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) I would refer the Hohour- 
able Member to reply already given on the 14th to Mr. A. N. Chatto- 
padhyaya’s starred questions Nos. 11 and 12. 

(b) On the tax payers. 

Resistance to Rioters setting Fire to the Railway Clearing 
Accounts Office, Delhi. 

t90. *Dr.^Slr Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Railw’ays jdease mention the number of persons who were working at the 
Railway Clearing Accounts Office in Delhi at the time it was burnt by the 
rioters? 

(b) How marny such rioters actually came to burn the Railway Clearing 
Accounts Office? 

(c) W’hat resistance, if any, did the peons and the clerjis of the Clear¬ 
ing Accounts Office offer to save the building from destructions ? 

(dl Did the Railway Board make any enquiry and what disciplinary 
action have Covernment taken in this connection? 

The Honourable Sir Bdward Bent^l: . (a) The Railway Clearing 
Accounts Office was accommodated in five different buildings of which 
two, situated adjacent to each other on the Queens Road, (via., the Clive 
Buildins and the Jfttia House) wepe set fire to by a mob. The number 
of persons working in these two buildings was 885. 

■•■AnBWer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being abeent. 
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(b), (oj and (d). A departmental enquiry was held by the officers in 
charge of the Clearing Accounts Office from which it appear^ that a mob 
of about 800 to 1,000 persons attacked the offices and that though the 
staif and peons attempted to save the building, they were unable to do so 
owing to the violence of the mob and the speed with' which the fire spread. 
An enquiry by the police is now in progress. 

Precautionary Steps against Damage by recent Mob Violence. 

t91. *Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Bailways please mention what precautionary stejis he had taken to save 
the line and poles from destruction by rioters soon arfter the arrests of the 
rnemberfi of the Congress Working Committee ? 

(b) Was the Railway Member familiar with xthe programme of violence 
of the rioters? 

(c) Was he informed by the Intelligence Department of the Government 
of India? 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaJl: (a) As stated in reply to part 

(d) to Mr. A. N. Chattopadhyuya’s starred question No. 12, preventive 
measures are primarily the responsibility of Provincial Governments. 

(b) and (c). Those responsible for the programme of violence did not 
conmiuiiicate an advance copy of it to the authorities. 


SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

The Special Haj Inquiry Report. 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh Pazl-i-Haq Pixacha: Will the ' Honourable 
Member for Indians Overseas please state when Government propose to 
place Mr. Rahim’s report regarding the Haj Pilgrimage before the 
Legislative Assembly for the consideration of the House and before the 
Central Haj Committee? What action has so far been taken on the 
recommendations made by Mr. Rahim? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: The opinions of all the bodies 
consulted on Mr. Rahim’s Report have noU yet been received. Govern¬ 
ment propose to call a meeting of the Standing Committee on 'Pilgrimage 
to the HejaE as soon as possible after they are received—when its advice 
will be sought on certain recommendations. It is hoped to call this meet¬ 
ing about the end of next ‘month. Thereafter an opportunity will be 
given as early as convenient to the House to consider the matter. The 
exan-hiation of the recommendations together with the comments so far 
received from various sources has been taken up. 

Mr Hooaeinbhoy A. LaUJee: Are Government aware that Mr. 
Rahim s report has' met with universal approbation from a large number 
of bodies who are really interested in the &ij traffic? 

’ The HonouraMie Mr. M. S. Aoe^: V/e have received the opinions of 
some bodies and are awaiting the opinions of others. - 


tAnswer to this question laid on th.a table, the questioner beins ahseot. 
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^ir. Hoo$einbhoy A. Lall|ee: A large body directly interested in the 
taattdi* hti\e gOne through the report and have expressed a* favourable 
^opinion ' 

Tha Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: I am again saying that there are 
still bodies which are interested, whose opinions have not yet been 
received. 

Nature of Ou.\raxtee to H.^.i Shipping Companies and Arrangements 

FOR NEXT HaJ SEASON. 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh Faal-i-Haq Piiacha: (a) Will the Honourable 
Member for Indians Overseas please state the nature of guarantee g.ven 
to the Shipping Companies at the tune of fixing fares for the last Haj 
season ? 

(b) How much money has been paid to the Shipping Companies on 
acc mnt of that undertaking? If no payment was made, did the Shipping 
Companies make any profit? If so, how much? 

(c) Will the* piofit beHaken into consideration in fixing fares for the 
next Haj season? 

(d) Plow man\ shipping companies participated in the last Haj traffic'’ 

(e) W.Ms the Seindia Navigation Company consulted? If so, why did 
they not like to ph pilgrim ships? Will they be consulted for the next 
Hii] season? 

(f) Do Goveri^nienl propose to make shipping arrangements for thy 
next Haj season’’ ft so, will they consult the Central Haj Committee as 
tc the arrangements they propose to make’^ 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: (a) His Majesty’s Government and 
the Government of India had agreed to guarantee the shipowners against 
loss to the extent of their expenditure on elements of the fare which are 
The creation of war conditions, such as the cost of war risk insurance on 
pilgrim ships and expenditure on account of any abnormal detention of 
pilgrim ships They had also agreed to consider sympathetically claims 
by tlu' shipping company if heavy loss is sustained through release of 
vessels from requisition at inopportune times which make it impossible for 
ships to lie employed pending use as pilgrim ship.s; to consider sympathe¬ 
tically any claim if vessels have to be diverted from the pilgrim trade at 
short notice on'account of insufficient number of pilgrims coming forward; 
and m meet the whole cost of the additional life-saving appliances that 
had to be carried on board pilgrim shipe in accordance with the Indian 
Pilgrim Ships (Additional Life-Saving Appliances) Eules, 1941. 

(b) The Mogul Line have intimated that they do not claim any amount 
from Government in respect of the transport of pilgrims to and from 
Jedda during the last pilgrim season except the cost of providing certain 
life-saving appliances. On receipt of their final bill for the cost of those 
life-saving appliances, one-third of the amount will be paid by the Gov- 
•ernment of Lidia and the balance by His Majesty’s Government. Govern¬ 
ment are not aware whether the Mogul Line have made any profit froin 
The pilgrim traffic'. I 

(o) The matter is under consideration. 

(d) One Companv, namely, the Mogul Line. 
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(e) The answer to the first part is in the affirmative; the answer to 
the second part is that the Scindia Steam Navigation Company considered 
that they could not provide adequate tonnage unless some of their 
requisitioned ships employed on the essential defence work were released 
The answer to the last part is in the affirmative. 

(f) The question is at present under careful examination of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India. 

Mr. Hooseinbhoy A. Lalljee: During the last two years we have hear t 
ilie Government say that guarantees have been given for any loss that th 
compen^ mighl sustain. But the latest reports of both years show that 
the company have made enormous profits; not only that, but they liave 
got a monopoly of taking cargoes during the Haj season. In the circum- 
staiicos, IS it any more necessary for guaranteeing them any loss on their 
traffic, or is it ever going to be possible that they will make any loss? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: Government will cqrefuMy consider 
the suggestion implied 

Bevin Boys selected from India for Teainino in the United Kingdom 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour Mem¬ 
ber be pleased to state what is the total number of Bevin Boys selected 
by the Government of India for training in the United Kingdom? In 
how many batches were they sent^ How many of those were (i) 
Muslims, (ii) persons belonging to scheduled caste, iji each batch, 
separately? (b) What minimum qualifications did the Government pres 
cribe for selection? Were they all manual labourers in the factories? 


The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: (a) 304 Bevin trainees have so 
far been selected for training in the United Kingdom. Five batches 
have actually been sent so far, one of 54 and four of 50 each. A tabular 
table is given below, showing the communal composition of the five 
batches already sent and the sixth batch now selected. It shows that 
50 Muslims were sent out of 304. 



1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

6fch 

«th 

Total. 

Hindus . 

21 

26 

27 

29 

;6 

34 

162 

Muslims 

13 

9 

.S 

» 

8 

4 

50 

Anglo-tndians 

4 

5 

4 

3 

7 

3 

26 

Indian-Christi ans. 

4 

7 

6 

8 

4 

4 

33 

Parsis 

6 

3 

3 

3 

1 

3 

19 

Sikhs 

2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

2 

14 


No information is available as to the number of Scheduled, caste 
trainees in the first 6 batches. Particulars in the case of the Oth batch' 
are aw'aited. 
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(b) The following are the minimum quahflcations required. Candi- 
daleb— \ 

(1) ‘ must be young and healthy but not below the age of eighteen; 

(2) must be intelligent, able to read, write and do simple uileula- 

tious, and possess manual dexterity and a sufficient know¬ 
ledge of English to understand and make themselves under¬ 
stood ; 

(3) must belong to one of the engineering trades preicrably fitting, 

turning or machining; 

(4) must have had a minimum of three years’ experience of, factory 

work and have given proof of intelligence and adaptability, 
and ' 

(5) must be medically fit and free from ail traces of tuberculosis. 

A limited number of students were included in tlie first two batches, 
but it was then decided to restrict the Scheme co men of the working 
classes and that rule has since been enforced. 

Sir Oowas]! Jehilngir: Is it a fact that some of these young boys have 
not found employment? 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: My information is that a 
great many have found employment. 

Babu Baijnath Bajoria: How many have returned? 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: 149, I believe 

Babu Baijnath Bajona: WTiat is the test of intelligence to which the 
Honourable Member has referred? 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: Is it a fact that some of these boys have been 
offered less wages than they were earning before they left for this 
training? 

The Honourable Dr. B, R. Ambedkar: Not to rny knowledge. 

Sir Oowa^i Jehangir: Will the Honourable Member inquire as to how 
many are unemployed? 

The Honourable Dr. B. R, Ambedkar: Very few, to my kno\^4edge, 
are unemployed. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Were they sent under a guarantee of 
employment? 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: No guarantee of employment. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddln Ahmad: Will Government consider the employment 
of Bevin boys for training as war technicians? 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: I will consider that. 
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Reobuitment Of Scheduied Caste Boys under the Bbvin Scheme. 

Bao'Bahadur N. Sivaxaj: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour Meui- 
iber please state the number of scheduled castes boys recruited under the 
Bevin Scheme? 

(b) Wha* steps do Government propose to take to secure adequate 
representation of these castes? 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: (a) No particulars were kept 
in respect of the first five batches. Particulars are being collected about 
the sixth batch which will sail shortly, and statistics will be kepi, of all 
future batches. 

(b) Candidates for training under the scheme are selected by the 
National Service Tribunals and Government have suggested to the 
Chairmen of these Tribunals that when making theii selections they 
should associate with the Tribunal non-officials of influence belonging to 
the ydieduled Castes preferably members of the local Legislature. 

Approved Contraotor.s of the Central Public Works Department. 

Rao Bahadur N. Sivaraj: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour Mem¬ 
ber please state the total number of contractors on the approved list of 
the Centra] Public Works Department according to classes? 

(b) How many of them belong to scheduled castes? 


The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: (a) The total number of con¬ 
tractors on the approved list of the Central Public Works Department is 
1,171, according to the classification given below; 

1. Building conctractcm. 


Class I (No limit) 

115 

Class II (below Rs. 50,000) . 

236 

Class III (below Ps. 20,000) 

620 

Total 

971 


2, Electrical contractora. 

Class I (above Rs. 20,000) . 28 

Class TI (below Rs. 20,000) 42 

Total . . 7© 


Furniture and Sanitary 
contractors (no classi¬ 
fication) 


(b) It is regretted that no information is available because the names 
-of Hindus and of the members of scheduled castes are indistinguishable. 
Moreover, it has not been, the practice to enquire frbm contractors about 
their community. 
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Bao Bahadur N. Sivaraj: With reference to the last part of the Hon¬ 
ourable Member’s reply, will the Honourable Member make the necessary 
inquiries and get full information on the subject? 

The Honourable Dr. B. E. Ambedkar: I will. 


Babu Baijnath Bajoria: Do the Government appoint contractors also- 
on a communal basis? 

The Honourable Dr. B. E. Ambedkar: I am only answering a ques¬ 
tion which calls for information. 

Babu Baijnath Bajoria: I want a reply to my question. Is it the 
intention of Government to appoint contractors on a communal basis, 
so many Muslims, so many Europeans, so many scheduled castes and' 
so on? 

The Honourable Br. B. E. Ambedkar: That is not a question that 
arises now'. I am only giving information. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Ar<> building materials also produced' 
and purchased on a communal basis'^ 

(No answer.) 


MPTTONS FOB ADJOURNMENT. 

Dxjeban City CounciijS Move for Expeopriatiok of Indian-owned- 
Lands. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I received notice 
of an adjournment motion yesterday from Mr. Ij. V. Deshmukh He 
wants to diScuss a definite matter ot urgent public importance, namely, 
the move of the Durban City Council to expropriate Indian owned 
lands ir Durban to be allocated for European or Coloured Mousing 
schemes to be definitely sanctioned by the Union (xovernment. It is 
difficult to follow the last part of the motion. What are the facts? 
When did this take place*’ 

Mr. Oovind V. Deshmukh (Nagpur Division Non-Muhammadan)' I 
do not j)ropose to move the adjournment motion, but 1 w'ould request 
the Honourable Member in charge to bear in niind the apprehensions of 
the Indians in Durban whose lands are going to bo expropriated and the 
fears of the Indian High Commissioner in South Africa because of what 
the minister said in regard to this expropriation and to intervene in the 
matter Jjiefore it becomes an accomplished fact. 


Restrictions on Madlana Husain Ahmed Madani, Dr. K. N. Katju and- 
Detenus in the United Provinces. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The notice of next 
motion is from Mr. Kazmi. He wants to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent public importance, namely, the bad treatment meted out to- 
Maulana Husain Ahmad Madani, a political prisoner kept in ‘A’ Class 
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at Moradabad and Dr. K. N. Katju, an ex-Mmister of the Dnited Pro¬ 
vinces, a- detenus, at Allahabad and other detenus in the United Pro¬ 
vinces who are not allowed to correspond, to have interviews, to receive 
newspapers or supplement diet allowance and m fact about whom little 
is known ^ince these restrictions. Is not this a Provincial matter and 
the concern of the Provincial Government? , 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Eazmi (Meerut Division Mulnnnmadan 
Bural^. Dr. Katju has been detained under the Defence of IikIki Rules 
of the Government of India. If they have been arrested under Ihe 
orders of the Government of India, then the Governnieijt ot India is res¬ 
ponsible tor them. 

Sir Richard Tottenham (Home Secretary): These persons luive not 
heen arrested under the orders of (he Government of India. The action 
against them has been taken by. the Provincial Government. The Gov¬ 
ernment of India have no information and the matter is within the 
competence of the Provincial Government. 


Maltreatment to Political Prisoners and IIetenus in the United 
Provinces. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The next motion 
IS al&3 of tlic sarrie character. It runs thus. 

“That the House do now adjourn to discuss a deliniU* matter of urgent public 
importance, namely, the creation of a ‘thud class’ for detenus m the Umti.d Provinces 
with a diet allowance of annas four and the reduction in Sharanpur jail of most 
of the political detenus to that class after beating them on the night of JUt August, 
in which Babu Ajit Prasadu Jain, ei Parliamentary Secretary, United Provinces, and 
Thakur Phool Singh, M.L.A., ex-Chaiiman, Distinct Board, Saliaranpur, were 
included, and the withdrawal of the right of correspondence, interview'), newspapers^ 
supplementing diet, etc, from political prisoners and detenus.” 

What has the Government to say in this matter? 

Sir Richard Tottenham: We have no information on this subject 
either. None of these people were detained under the orders of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India. 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Eazmi: So far as this motion is concerned^ 
my submission is rhul there have been assurances given by this Govern¬ 
ment, time and rgam, that the detenus will be classed as Clas.s I and 
Class JI. Any departure from that practice which goes to reduce the posi¬ 
tion of the detenus and decreases tlieir allowances will have to be objected 
in view of the fs.suraucos of the Government of India, 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I understand 'hat 
these men were detained under the orders of the Provincial Government 
and that it is the concern of the Provincial Government to look after them 
wh'le they ace in detention.. It is not the concern of the Government of 
India. 

APPOINTMENT OF ME. E. L. C. GWILT TO THE COMMITTEE ON 
TRAVEIHJNG AND OTHER ALLOWANCES TO MEMBERS OF 
THE INDIAN I.EGISLATURE. 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney (Leader of the House): Sir, I beg to 

move: 

“That Mi. E. L. C. Qwilt be appointed to the Committee ognstituted for the 
purpose of considering the'amendment of the ruks governing the g^nt of travelling 
and other allowances to Members of the Indian Legislature vice Sir Frederick James.”’ 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question h: 

“That Mr. E. L. C. Gwilt be appointed to the Committee constituted for the 
purpose of considering the amendment of the rules governing the grant of travelling 
-and other allowances to Members of the Indian Legislature vtce Sir Frederick James.’ 

The motion wos adopted. 


RESOLUTION RE BAN ON THE KHAKSAR MOVEMENT—concld. 

Mr. President -tThc Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); Resolutions. Sir 
Ruza All wilt cmitinue his speech. 

Sir Syed Saza AU (Cities of the United Provinces • Muhammadan 
Urban): Sir, when llie House rose yesterday at '2 o’clock I was dealing 
with the changes that have taken place in the political and military condi¬ 
tions of the country since action was taken against the Khaksars by Gov¬ 
ernment. To complete that chain, let me refvT Honourable Members of 
this House to the action that has been taken by Government witli reference 
to c^rtam other political parties. Let me make it quite clear.that when I 
mention th.‘ action that tlie Government have taken, I do not mean to 
blame the Government in .my way Change of circumstances always insti- 
fies a change in policy I believe it was the late Pandit Motilnl Nehru 
who led the Opposition in this House so ablv about 18 years ago who said 
‘consistency is the virtue of an ass' He was taken to task b\ the Press 
for that remark, but, after all, when one considers the question dispas- 
sionatBly one must admit that there is lot of force in that observation A 
■change of policy as I pointed out, is always justified !>y changed circum- 
■stances. 

We knov\ that a number of commumsts were put under lock and key 
after the outbreak of the present war. We algo know that action was 
^ .taken by Go\-eruinent against certain Congressmen m 1941. 1 believe 

one case that would readily occur to the minds of Honourable Mem¬ 
bers IS the case of Pandit Jjiwahar Lul Nehru, who was prosecuted at 
Gorakhp.ir, I believe, m 1941, and who was sentenced to a long term oi 
imprisonment. Tb.e changes are these. Practically, all the communists 
have been set at liberty—1 speak subject to correction—but I do not tliiiik 
there is any communist against whom action was taken under the lules 
Jiiade by the Government under the Defence of India Act who is under 
incarccrafion today, ' It is also important to recall that Pandit Jawahar Lai 
Nehru and other Congress leaders, who w'ere sent^-nced to various terms of 
imprisonment, have been released. In fact, they were released some time 
ago. Let me repeat lest there be any misudderstamiing that 1 do not object 
to the action taken by Government with reference to these people. I 
think the Government were quite justified in releasing the communists. I 
also consider that the Government were quite right in setting at liberty 
Pandit Jaw'ahar Lai Nehru and other Congress leaders who had lieen 
sentenced to iinpri.sonment after trial. All that I would say is this: Is 
there any reason when you have released all the communists who, accord¬ 
ing t(; you. were at one time, your enemies and also when you have released 
these Congress leaders, to continue the ban against the Khaksar movement ? 

Sir, in this world, as a rule, the future is more important than the past, 
and the present is more important than the future. I do not want to 
take up the time of the House in describing as to what the present position 
is. The point is this. Can the Governtnent reasonably justify the present 
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bail against the Kiiaksars continuing in spite of the liberal action they have 
taken with reference to the ooinmunists and those who were convicted for 
varnns offences by courts of law. Let me here inform the House that 
Allaiua Mashnqi, a couple of months before he was arrested, wrote an 
article in his journal The hlah published at Lahore, offering 50,000 recruits 
from hi3 organizatio)). A question was also put on that point in this 
Hc-use, and tin cold reply of the Government, if I may say so, was that 
no sui'ii offer was rriade to Government by Ajlama Mashriqi. It may be 
that no bU(di offer wa.s made direct to Government. I do not say that 
the Governme it statement was not right. But, after all, is there any 
reason why in the midst of this struggle you should insist on formalities 
being complied with and should not take advantage of a generous, liberal 
and lo\al offer made by the leader of a very important party? I know 
this much that J do not think that that offer was in any way an over-esti¬ 
mate of the number of Khaksars offered for enlistment by Allama Mashriqi. 
The number of Khaksars is very large. 1 believe their numbers run into lakhs 
and lakh".. Fiftv-tliousund recruits was by no means a number to be 
despised. Unfortunately the Government did not take advantage of it. 

12 Noon know how these practical men do constructive valuable 

work, vv" know how their minds work. I believe that in all 
likel'hood Allamu Mashriqi never put himself in touch or in communicatiom 
with either the Defence Secretary or the Home Member or, even the 
Premier ot hi.s own Piovince It is none the less true that the offer was 
thevo, and if the Government wanted to take advantage of that, they 
could have put themselves in communication with him. Anyway they did 
nob do that. The point is this This is the man whose liberty is still 
restricted undcT the rules made under the Defence of India Act and wh© 
is not allowed to leave the confines of Madras Presidency. 

I will now come to our relations with the Khaksar party. I believe 
some of my Honourable colleagues would like to know perhaps how the 
Muslim League viewed this question after the trouble that occurred in 
Lahore on the 19th March, 1940. I would invite the attention of Hon¬ 
ourable Members to the resolution that was passed by the all India Muslim 
League at its Lahore session. Let me further point out that this resolu¬ 
tion was not only passed unanimously but it was moved from the chair. 
Indeed, there was such a strong unanimity at the session that the resolu¬ 
tion was moved from the chair. That resolution was moved by Mr. Jmnah 
himself. The resolulion is a short one, the constructive portion being at 
the-end. But in order to give a complete picture to the House, I will read 
out the whole resolution • 

“This session of-the all India Muslim League places on record its deep sense' of 
sorrow at the unfortunate and tragic occurrence on the 19th March, 1940, owing to 
a clash between the Khaksars and the Police resulting in the loss of a large number 
of lives and injuries to man'v more, and sincerelv sympathises with those who have 
suffered and with their families and dependants ” * 

“This session caffs upon the Government to forthwith appoint an independent niid 
impartial committee of inquiry, the personn*! of which would coniniand perfect con¬ 
fidence of the people with instructions to them to make fuff and complete investiga¬ 
tion and inquiry into the whole affair and make their report ns soon as possible.” 

“This* se'ssion authorises the Working Committee to take such action in the 
matter as th^ may consider prop'-r immediately after the publication of th? report 
of the Committee.” 

Now, I would invite the attention pf Honourable Members to the last 
portion wh'cii runs as follows: 

“This session urges upon the various Governments that the order declaring the 
Khaksar organisation unlawful should be removed as soon as possible.” ' 
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TIui is what was done on the 24th March, 1940. The committee that 
was appointed consisted of two members who enquired into the eireiun- 
stances of the oisturbance that occurred at Lahore on the 19th March, 
1940. The members were Sir Douglas Young, the Chief Justice of Lahore 
and Chaudhri Niamatullah, Retired Judge of the Allahabad High Court. 

1 understa ul that both these gentlemen went into the whole question 
carefully, "'hey recorded statements, took evidence and made their report 
m the fulness of timi. Strange to say that report was never allowed tx> 
see the light of da,v It is rather an important matter. Here a distur¬ 
bance vakcs jilace in which there was considerable loss of life. A eoin- 
mittee is appointed which enquires and makes its report As a result of 
that disturbance a ban is placed on a \ory important organisation. Yet 
‘the report i.s not published. May 1 enquire fioin the IToiinurable Member 
as 1.) hjw it was that this report was suppressed ami has not been published 
up to this dayThe point is this. So far as the Khaksars are concerned, 

1 mvs'df ycsterdav said in this House candidly that it may be that the 
Khaksars uied their discretion in a wrong manner up to a point on March 
19 Biio surely it cannot be claimed thal the Government were infallible. 
There must have been mistakes made on the side of Government also. 
What IS there to show that what the Government did as regards matters 
w'hich led up to the disturbance on the 19th March, 1940, was right 
the Government wanted to justify their jiosition, it was the clear duty, 
it was the plain ilutv of Government to publish the report T belong t<y 
the legal profession, and I am proud to belong to it. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir .^bdur Rahim) The Honourable 
Member has one minute more 

Sir Syed Raza Ail: ]{ the Government suppress evidence which is in 
their possess'on, the fair conclusion that one cun dtaw is that that evidence 
is unfavourable to them. T should like to know what the position i- 1 
do hope the Government would give careful consideration to this question 
and not attach too much importance to their prestige, because we know 
what is hapj ening in the country today. Let the Government have imagi¬ 
nation, let them act with imagination and if thev do so, T have no doubt 
thnt they will have no hesitation in aecejiting this Re.so]ution. I w' wild 
wait for a reply from the spokesman on behalf of the Government Sir, I 
move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Si»' Abdur Ruhim) Resolution moved • 

“That this As.senihl\ ucommcnd.s to the Go\crnor Oeiieral in Cnnncil that the 
han on th. - Khaksar mr>\enient ho lif,ted anj Alama Inayatullah Mashnid and all 
other Khak.sars interned under Reiriilation IIT of 1818 or th(> mips mode under the 
Defence of India Act be immediatrH released ” 

There are twj amendments. They should be moved now. 

Dr, Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (Tlnited Provinces Southern Divisions: Mu- 
hammaflah Bural") ■ Sir, I move: ^ 

“That for the words ‘lifted and Allama Inayatullah Mashriqi and’ the following 
be substituted : 

'lifted, the restrictions placed on the liberty of Allama Mashriqi be immediately 
withdrawn, and tnat’.’’ 
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Mr. Fresiddut (The Honourable Sir Abdur liahim): Amendment moved: 

“That for the words ‘lifted and Allama Inayatullah Mashriqi and’ the following 
be substituted ; 

"lifted, the restrictions placed on the liberty of Allama Mashriqi be immediately 
withdrawn, and that’.’* 

Maulvi Syed Murtuza Sahib Bahadur (South Madraa. Mu¬ 
hammadan) ■ Sir, I move . 

"That for the words ‘Allama Iiiayatullah Mashriqi and all other Khaksars 
interned under Regulation III of 1818, or the rules made under the Defence of India 
Act be immediately released’ the words ‘the restrictions placed' on the liberty of 
Allama Inayatullah Mashriqi immediately withdrawn’ be substituted.’’ 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim): Amendment moved. 

"That for the words ‘Allama Inayatullah Mashriqi and all other Khaksars 
interned under Regulation III of 1818, or the rules made under the Defence of India 
Act be immediately released’ the words ‘the restrictions placed on the liberty of 
Allama Inayatullah Mashnqi bv' immediately withdrawn’ be substituted.’’ 

Now, thors will bt debate on the original motion as w'ell as the two 
amendments. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Sir, I would like to clear few points as a 
backgrouiid of my arguments. There was an allegation at one time that 
the Khaksars werv fifth columpists and that they were in touch with the 
Na/i organisation. If this thing is established, I have no hesitation in 
s&ying that the Muslim League will have no sympathy with them It the 
Honourab'i! the Horne Secretary has got good documentary evidence I 
would request him to show it to two or three Members of the Muslim 
Leag'ie Parly, and if they are convinced, the question would be dropped. 
When I heard of such an allegation, I made a searching enquiry and | was 
convinced that this allegation was absolutely untrue. They are as much 
against absolute Axis dictatorship as any member of the Muslim League. 
Had they been fifth columnists this was the right opportunity for them 
to jom thi Congress and help in dislocation of administration, but we 
actually find th;'it they are at present as staunch supporters of law and 
order as any loyal citizen of India.' 

At the present lime, there are two criteria by which we should judge 
the bona fide of any organization • (a) Is that organization helping or 
obstructing war efforts*’ (b) Is the organization likely to create communal 
riots and widen differences batvmcen the Hindus and Muslim.s? 

As regards the first point, the leader of the Khaksar movement, A'lama 
Inayatullah Mashriqi. offered to give fifty thousand volunteers for the 
British Army ti fight against the Axis powers The offer of 1989 was 
repealed iu 1940 and again in 1941, and it is still there. I know definitely 
that about 3,000 Khaksars ^lave actually joined the ranks of the Indian 
Army and about 50 of them are in officers grade. They did not join as 
Khaksars but they took their chance as the citizens of the country. Some 
of them have already done good work. They are nof in any way against 
the war efforts and they are willing to give as much help as the Govern¬ 
ment may require, in any direction connected directly or indirectly with 
war efforts. > 

With regard to tfa( second point, I would like to mention that non- 
Muslims can become Khaksars. In . fact, there are several Hindus and 
Sikhs in this movement. It is ati organization for social service and not 
to spread bitterness amongst the different sects of Indians. There is not 
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a single case of communal riots on record which was created by the 
Khaksars. They want to do social 'Service to all and not to create com¬ 
munal troubles. The\ came in conflict on two occasions: Once with the 
Congress Coveriiinent of the United Provinces when Allama Inayatullah 
Masiuiqi indiscrcet'y went to Lucknow with the object of solving an 
insoluble problem, i.e., of conflict between Shias and Sunnis which time 
alone could solve. 1 say this because Sir Itaza Ali, myself and other 
made some ettorts but without success. The Congress Oovernment insti¬ 
gated the Ahrari to shout slogans against them. Allama Mashnqi was 
thill arrested but he was subsequently released at the suggestion of 
Mr. Jinnah. The ban on Khaksars continued and many otKer Khaksara 
were still in jails. 1 went to Lucknow and approached the Ministers to 
draft any conditions for lifting up the ban. One of the Muslim Ministers 
agreed to the draft but his other colleagues did not agree. The Congress 
Governmciit of the United Provinces were not prepared to lift the ban, 
but the moment the Congress Ministers resigned their otfices, the Chief 
Secretary, Mr. Mudie. accepted the conditions drafted by one of the Con¬ 
gress Ministers. The bun was removed, and all the Khaksars left Lucknow 
the same evening 

The second time they came in conflict with the Punjab Government 
which objected to the use of shovels and military formations. The Sikho 
were allowed to use Kirpans but the Khaksars were not allowed to use 
the shovels which was the emblem of labourers. This was resented not 
only by the Khaksars but by the Mussalmans in general. It was expected] 
that Mr. Jmnah and other lenders of the Muslim League w'ould settle the 
affair when they went to Lahore m March, 1940, but the trouble was pre¬ 
cipitated by the Khaksars by open defiance of the orders of the Oovernment. 

I never favoured such defiance which resulted in loss of life. The only 
othi'.r case 1 am familiar with is that of Ehlullah of Bhopal, who, in his 
eccentric frenzy issued a circular in Peshawar wh'ch Khaksars themselves 
condemned and Mr. Ehlullah was removed from the office. Some person.^ 
mode capital use of this eccentric notification. I do not defend^ the 
indiscreet incident in Lahore in which the Khaksars suffered most heavily 
and paid disproportionately heavy tax, but what I press is that this inc.denc 
should not be made the occasion of peipetual ban on the Khaksars. The 
Khaksars never disobeyed the orders of any District Magistrate and of 
Local Governments at any other place in any other province. 

The Government have released persons who committed dacoity with 
arms from the arsenal of Chittagong. They have released all the 
communists, and they have lifted the ban from the communist society 
althoiigli some of them committed acts of violence. Why should the 
Khaksars be singled cut at the present moment for the perpetuation of the 
ban when it has been lifted elsewhere in much worse cases. I think the 
rules and reguTations of the Khaksars are in the hands of the Government 
and th.i Honourable Members of this House and the Honourable the Home 
Secretary is well familiar with them. I would like him to point out any 
ruh to which he takes objection and we will make an atteiApt to get the 
rule modified if the Home Secretary undertakes that he would remove the 
ban 

I have heard some persons saying that the methbds adopted by Allama 
Mashriqi are the Nazi methods and these are the chief 
grounds for suspecting connection with the Nazi movement. I 
would like to point out that Allama Inayatullah Mashriqi 
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draw up tha constitution o£ the Khaksars in the year 1924. He asked me 
to join the movenient as we were old friends, but I was in the middle of 
the non-co-operation trouble, as the Pro-Vice-Chancellor in the Aligarh 
Mushni University and 1 refused to join it. Hitler at that time was not 
heard of and he did not at that time draw up any scheme of Nazi oiga- 
nization. In case there is any similarity, it is a pure accident. If 
anyone copied the other, it must be Hitler who copied Allania Mashriqi 
as the constitutum of the Khaksars was drawn up long before anyone beard 
of Nazi movement. 

Now, I am making a very simple request which no reasonable jierson 
responsible for law and order will refuse and it is this: Let the restrictions 
on the movement of Allama Inayatullah Mashriqi be withdrawn and he may 
be invited to Delhi. In case the Government of India feel hesitation in 
taking responsibility for removing the ban from whole of India, they may at 
lea-it relnoNt the ban from the areas centrally administered and recommend 
to the Provincial Governments to settle the matter according ,t0 the local 
conditions. 1 venture to press it on the ground that during war time,the 
Government i lUst necessarily proceed with caution. It is wisdom to widen^ 
the circle of friends to meet both internal and external troubles and it is 
unwise to hammer friends to become enemies. There is a popular body 
wh ) will stand bj you in all your troubles. Don’t bang the door on account 
of previous prejudices. Sir, I support the Resolution. 

Mr. Hooseinbhoy A. Lalljee (Bombay Central Division. Muhammadan 
Rural); Sir, I rise to 8\ipport the amendment which has been moved. Sir, 
in connection with this matter I wish to draw the attention of the House 
to throe important questions. In the first place, the Resolution has como 
from one of the most important Parties of this House, and as such I do feel, 
Sir. that u very great consideration, if not acceptance of the Resolution, 
ought to be given by this House. The second point is that from the 
speeches we have just heard and from the information that we nave 
received it is quite apparent that so far as the Khaksar movement is con¬ 
cerned and so far ns the leader of this movement is concerned, there is not 
a single instance ih which they could be blamed for creating communal 
riots. During the last three years that we have watched this movement 
nobody has levelled any allegation against them for being a party to any 
Hindu-Musliru not. This is the very first consideration that we have to 
keep in vie a- in these days. Furthermore, the Government stand in need 
of full Co-operation from the people in the war effort, and here we have a 
body of people well disciplined and who are out to offer their services.. 

I df) not think, Sir, how their offer, as it stands, and as many of us x 
believe it to be sincere, could be refused by Government. Then, Sir, the 
third thing to which I should certainly point the attention of the Hou^ is 
that we have invarixably seen that sometimes due to religious fervour u 
little stri'^e has taken place. But those who have watched these strife.'* 
will admit that they have been found always short-lived. In this respect, 
Sir, I must admit and tell the House, which I probably believe the whole 
House knows, with al! fhe emphasis that I have at my command that we 
are proud'Mr. Jinnah belongs to our community and we have found m 
Mr. Jinnah, the Leader of the Muslim League, a great person who has 
always kept aloof from, not only kept aloof from but never encouraged, 
those who were connected with any communal rjots. ' (Interruption.) I 
may tell my friend, Mr. Jamnadas Mehta, who just interrupted, that during 
the last ten years we have had in our own city iJindu-Muslim riots and 
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many people have gone to ask his advice and help, but on this principle 
that, with regard to Hindus and Muslims there should be no riot: there 
should be no strife so far as communal questions are concerned; I can 
say that he has kept up Ins principle and kept away from them. When u 
Party, which is led by him, has tabled this llesoiution certainly with his 
consent, 1, Sir, do believe and take it that so far as this Hindu-Musliin 
question is c.oncerned, this release will not affect adversely but probably 
be helpful to '.rente u better atmosphere. Certain things liave happened 
about which they were blamed and for which I must admit I know very- 
little, hut froi.i tlie statement that has just been read out by Dr. Ziauddin 
Ahmad, and from w-Jiat my friend, Sir Eaza Ali, has said, we do feel that 
even if there was anything that has passed away, and from what has been 
said over and over again and very recently by Allarna Mashriqi we have 
only to consider whether it is not yet high time for Government to either 
tell us that all these declarations are unreliable; and if not, why should not 
they be taken as honest and sincere and why should w'e not immediately 
release them 

M,\ friendil^have rightly pointed out the incident that has happened with 
regard to the Communist party. I am glad that the Government have 
reali-zed that people for some reason or other had taken some actions which 
later Government had to condone, because, I will say, full co-operatipn of 
all the people is necessary Under these circumstances, Sir, I ask the 
Government kindly to consider very seriously the two important aspects • 
that they are prepared to help the war, not as a bargain, but they are 
prepared to help the war effort to defend their hea»’ths and homes; and the 
second ihing is, Sir. ti' my mind, they are not at all to be considered as 
doing the least to create any internal disturbance between Hindus and 
Muslims, wliich we all do not like but hate to see 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazl-i-Haq Piracha (North-West Punjab 
Muhammadan): In moving the BesoUition under discussion my Honourable 
colleague, Sir Raza Ah, has voiced the feelings not only of the Members 
of this House, but that of the whole of Muslim India and of many other 
people who are conversant with the Khaksar movement, its basic principles, 
aims and objects. 

Sir, as in the past, there has been a lot of jiropaganda against the 
Khaksars made by the interested parties, and as many prejudicial reports 
and statements have been published in the Press T deem it necessary to 
acquaint the House v/ith the real facts m the short time at my disposal. 

The Khaksar movement was started by Inayatullah Khan, known as 
Allama Mashriqi, in the year 1931. The Allarna is a renowned personality 
of the Punjab, and is a retired officer of the Indian Educational Service. 
He was an Under Secretary of the Government of India He is a Wrangler 
and a scholar of the Christ College, Cambridge and a member of the 
Congress of Orientalists. 

The motto of this movement is discipline, its line of action social 
service, and its aim peace—the essence of Islam and every other religion. 
The organisation has been a non-political and a non-communal one, and 
has among its votaries a large number of non-Muslims. Its principles are 
betterment of physical and spiritual health, development of individual 
and collective character, the ending of all controversies through exten¬ 
sive social service, strict discipline and all-embracing love. Every one 
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>^\ho beUcves ui one (-.od can be its member. Perhaps this is the only 
'organsation in nhich no subscriptions are collected. Every member and 
Avorker meets his own expenses and does not depend on public collections. 
'Lively olu^ woiJcs, toils, serves and strives to bring man and man together. 

With the above aims and objects of the organisation, the Kliaksar^ 
.movement has not been confined to India alone but it has a considerable* 
iollmving m Eurma, Ceylon, Bahrain, South Africa, etc. It is, however, 
in Tndi.i, and particularly among the Muslim masses, that it has won 
most adherents. The reason for its phenomenal success is not far to 
-.eek, l'\)r llie dis-spirited and disorganised Mussalmans of India, the 
Ivhiiksar movement had many of the attractive features characteristic ot 
.‘■arlv Islam—simplicity, discipline, self-sacrifice and a burning desire to 
sei\e tlie Community in all walks of life. The military drill and uniform 
were also lyiueal of early l.slain, for every Mussalman is a soldier m llie 
-.erv ice of Allah and his community. Under Muslim rule every Miishm 
I- rcijuirial to bear arms and undergo military training. 

Sir, f would like io impress this point on the House as quite .m 
Mujiistiticd prejudice has been created m the popular imad, as well as m 
the mind of the Oovernment of India, by the fact that the Khaksar 
mcAcmeiit lias some characleristics of a military movement. In the midsl 
>ii u World-Wide conflict in which the fate ot India and of all freedmu 
loving countries 4s at stake, it seems astonishing that any one shonM 
condemn an organisation that seeks to arouse the masses to their lePponsi- 
hilitics and once more to instil hi them those martial instincts which were 
I'l'sponsible for their great success m past ages 

Mr President, this is not only a laudable object The Khak-Sars sliaiv 
tills ]jvogvaniino with other organizations, e.g.. The Hindu ilahasablui, 
the Siklis, etc., to whose activities no objection has been taken either by 
the (Toveriimciit or hv the vaiious political parties in India. The attitude 
of tlio (lovcnuiu'ui of India about the Khaksars has been far fiom clear 
.\Jy Honourable colleague, Sir Jia/u Ali, has already asked, .and I repeat Ins 
request, that Governiiieiit should clarify their policy and place befoie the 
Hou'-e thoir reasons for jiuttiug a ban on the Khaksar organization nnfl 
keeping it.s followers in detention without trial for several years. 

Perhaps we vvdl he told that the Khaksars are a iueiiace to the public 
pence, and that they .are .1 fifth eolnmn organization, but I am sure the 
rKivennneiU have no tinigdilc jiroof for that. Being a fifth column and 
i.living eomieitioiis with (he. enemy enuutnos max iqipear to he a siitou" 
laune, but vvliy me the Allama and bis followers eonneded w'lth his 
mission not sent up foi tri d and wliy are they not given a chance to 
sletend themselves in a court of law? Let the (lovernment come forweard 
with the evidence m then* jiossession to establish tbeir charge against 
them. Hi any case tlicy should not fight shy of taking the Legislature 
into their confidence. T would earnestly suggest to the House that for 
snclt eharges there is no justification. Tlin Khaksars, in general, and 
Allama Mashriqi, in particular, are essentially peaceful They have no 
desire to fight tlie authorities or any other community as long as iherc is 
nr. interference with tlieir faith and (heir programme of social servic'e. 
The clash at Lahore in Alarch, 1940, does not disprove this argument, 
and any fair-minded man who cares to examine nil the evidence will be 
satisfied that this was the work of youthful hot heads npd that Albn-na 
'Mashriqi .and the central organisation were not responsible for it At 
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that time the Ailama was trying to negotiate a iieaceful settlement at 
Delhi. If he had really intended a trial of strength with the Government, 
It, it reasoiiahle to believe that he and las lieutenants would not have 
been at Lahore to organise the movement? But whatever the responsi¬ 
bilities for the clash may have been, the Khuksars have paid heavily for 
their folly How the Khaksars were ruthlessly killed in the stieets of 
Jadiore i.s too tragic a tale to be told. I would not give currency to the 
many allegations of police excesses on that occasion which are still heard 
111 the Punjab, but it is significant that so far Government have refused 
to publish the rciiort of the Young Niamatullali Inquiry Committee, which 
iiquired into all the incidents. This is sufficient proof to show that the 
Honourable Judges wcie satisfied that the Khaksars were not to be blamed 
..ud they were dealt with absolutely unjustified severity. Such was also- 
tiic case when there was a Shia-Sunni clash m Lucknow over a \ery minor 
ditferenco. The trouble increased and many lives were lost, not less than 
2(),(J()0 iMuslims were locked up in jail, hundreds were wounded, and 
tliousand.s of families were starved. The untold misery spread; slowly 
tl)e coinrnotiou began to spread and clashes were imminent m different 
places. The Khaksars who stood for peace and love bad to come forward. 
The Congu'ss Ministry ^could not tolerate this mtei:f>-"rt;nce and Ailama 
.Mashriqi who liad come for mediation among the two sections was 
aiTostcd'and the Khaksars camp was broken up. A ban was placed on tlie 
organisation Soon after, the Congress Ministry lesigned and the' United 
Provinces (lovernnient lifted the ban and the Shia-Sunni dispute also 
vamslied. 

Mr. Piesident, iny desire is not to rake up jiast controversies. It is 
jdiout the future of the Khaksars and about the Government of India’s 
policy towards them that wo are deeply concerned. Both the Ailama 
nml his In utenantg have most emphatically di.savowcd anv intention to 
fight tlie administration. They are even willing to give up their drill, 
Ihcir unifoim and the canning of their spades. They liave offered to 
produce tliousands of volunteers for the armed forces. They only want 
to Jive in freedom ind in peace. They have been much misunderstood 
and grievously injured in the past. Is it too much to hope that the 
Government of India will give up their ideas of false prestige and icvise 
their policy and come to a generous and honourable setllomfuit with the 
Khaksars. when they have come to an agreement with even the Communist 
Partyi’ Before that the Government came to a settlement with the 
Bcnenl terrorists and also with the Akalis in the Punjab. 

Sir. it is surmised that the Government of India are not keeping their 
promise with Ailama Mashriqi of making a satisfactory settlement and are 
going against their declared policy. In their evasiveness they arc trying 
to while away the time, expecting that the fervour of the Khaksars and 
the sympathy of the general public will settle down in the meanwhi'e, and 
thereby to crush the movement. Jf this is the reason T may warn the 
Government that they are mistaken. It signifies that they intend to 
(■maspuliite snbieet nations and to kill their sense of life. It means that 
the subject nations have no right to organise themselves even in a most 
innocent way, as tlie Khaksars have done, no right to strive for a disci¬ 
plined brotherhood, no right to love and serve their brotherhood. Sir, with 
these words, I support the motion. 
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Sir Kicbard Tottenham (Home Secretary): Sir, I tliink it may help jf 
I intervene at this stage and explain the policy of Government regarding 
tins Ilesolutiou. The subject of the Eesolution,—the Khaksurs,—have 
always presented a difficult and rather baffling problem. Some people have 
/t'garded them as a communal or political organisation; others describe 
(hem as the adherents of a new creed or mode of life, while others again 
look upon their activities as a movement designed to win teinpoial power. 
All those different views could be supported by the writings of the Khaksars 
themselves; but from the Government point of view, it is obvious that 
tliey must judge the Khaksars, not by what they say or by what they 
^vrite, or even, if I may be permitted to say so, by what Honourable 
Alembers of tins House say about them, but purely by what they do and 
liow they act. Sir, judged by that criterion the Govermnent of India'and 
fdher Governments in this country have been compelled m the past to 
regard the Khaksars as for all practical purposes the nearest approach to 
•j private army in India, an association organised on military lines under 
military discipline, armed with lethal weapons, and prepared on occasion 
(o use those weapons in order to achieve their objects. In declaring 
Klnlling to be illegal and the wearing of semi-military uniforms, as they 
have done, and m setting their face resolutely against private armies as such, 
with the experience of many countries behind them, the Government of 
India believe that they are on unassailable ground; and if there are any 
feojile who say that this description does not apply to the Khaksars, the 
answ'or surely is that it is the Khaksars themselves, by their own action, 
wlio have earned for themselves the reputation under which they are now 
suffering. 

The Honourable the Mover of this Resolution has already referred to 
the lamentable events in the United Provinces in 1939 and again m the 
l^unjab in 1940. On these occasions the Khaksars did come into violent^ 
conflict with the authorities, and they must accept responsibility for serious 
hreachc,^ of tlie peace and loss of human life. Nor does it make the* 
slightc‘st difference ivhat the objects of the Khaksars were on cither of 
those occasions, whether on the first occasion it was a Congress Govern¬ 
ment they were up against or on the second occasion a Government of 
quite a dilTercut nature. The only relevant fact was that on each oceusiou 
serious disorders did take place ot a kind that no Government can permit. 
In Lahore it was nob simply a matter of one procession on -March lU, 
which came into conflict with the police. The trouble m that part of India 
continued for weeks after March 19th, and was not finally overcome 
until, I think I am right in saying, the end of June or the beginning of 
July, not without further loss of life; and it was as a result of the 
disturbances that at that time, in March, 1940 the Government of the 
Punjab and the Gover'nment of Delhi declared the Khnksnrs to be an 
unlawful association. But those two Governments roinovi'd tlu; ban o'l 
the Khaksars after peace had been restored, at-the end of August, 1910, 
and from that date onwards the Khaksars were not an unlawful associa¬ 
tion in any part of India for a considerable period ot tunc. 

It. was also as a result of the disturbances in Lahore that the leader 
of the movement, Allariia Mashriqi, and several Pther inqjortant Khaksais 
were deta.ned under the Defence of India rules, and a huge number of 
other Khaksars were prosecuted and convicted of offences, more or less 
serious. As regards Allaina Mashriqi I shall have more to say later, but 
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as regards those persons who were cniivicted, after the seitleiiie .t h.id- 
been reached and the ban was withdrawn on the Klinksara in August, 19-10, 
quite a considerable numbei were released At fliis point 1 should like 
to make it clear, with refercnee to what the Honourable the Mover said, 
that no Khnksar leader has ever been detained under the State Prisoneis 
llegulation, nor is any Khaksar .it Ihe present moment in cusborl’^ of any 
kind, except those—and T gather that the;y are not Aory large in number— 
tlio'io who were convicfed of crimes of serious violence in 1910 and who 
:aie still serving their sentences 

Sir Sy6d Bftza All: Cannot tlie Honourahle Memliei li ll us uliat ihe 
.mimher w^ould he approximately? 

Sir Ricbard Tottenham: I am afraid 1 cannot say, but I imagine 
20, 30 or 40 or something of that nutui-B 1 must make it clear tiliat 
there can be no question, of course, ol leleasiiig such persons .md as 
refeiencc lias been made lo othiu releases, such as of Coiimumists, T 
should make it clear that no Communist who has been enuv cted of ,mv 
' nine of violence b.is been released 

Sir Syed Baza All: What aboni the Clntlagong jirisono'.' Were Ibey 
not released'^ Were they not eonvicted ot Aery violent ciina,-. ' 

Sir Richard Tottenham: As far ,ik I Kn-.w, no Cluitagoui: j.n-oner has 
been released (Inleiruidion.) Ao prisonei avIio lias been convicted ot 
trmicx of violence has been rclea-cd as l.w as I know 

The next landmark m Khaksar history, .iiu! one lo wdin ii ui lionoiir- 
ahle .Member has so far referred was m MaA . 1911 Ti c Hmise will 
lemeinber that in Augu.st, 1940 the ban Avas reiuoA'erl on tlic Khaksar 
association in the Punjab and Delia and this continued until May, 1941, 
ior a period of about ten months, hi tlial month the (lovernment received 
reliable information ibab the Khaksurs Avere contemiilatmg enncerfcd 
action to bring pressure to bear on (lovornment to secnie ttie let aise ot 
Ibeir le.ader and th.it they propivsed to adojit the sumo t ictics ,is the ,a 
bad adonted m Lahore,—entering into mosques armed Avith their hclchns 
,111(1 making those mosques the bases of operations or demonstrations A 
/•('presentative gathering of leading .Kh.iksurs took place in Teshawar to 
(liseuss tills plan and that gathering Avas officially AAOined not lo proceed 
with it, but they decided to ignore the warning and the result was tli.it 
tlie Kliaksars AA^cre declared to be an luil.awful association by all Provincial 
Governments in India at the beginning of .Tune, 1941. Here again, I 
submit that the Khaksars had put themselves in the wrong and they b.ad 
'uilv tlicmselA’cs to blame for the consequences. The action of GoA-ern- 
inent Avas, I think, gcner.ally regarded as necessary at that fime, and, in 
fact, an adjoiirament motion in this House was defeated on that subject 
ill October, 1941. About the middle of October. 1941, Allama Mashriqi, 
Avlio Avas still in custody in Madras, slarted a hunger strike and be 
continued to fast in jail until the end of 1941. Ear\v in January, 1942, 
that is, .Tanuaiw of this ye.ar, he informed us th.at be was prepared to 
issue instructions to his followers to abandon the rnilitory side of the 
movement, entirely, tor the period of the Avar. He issued that instruction; 
it appeared in the press; and he Avas immediately released and was alloAA'cd 
full freedom to meet other Khaksar leaders. He w'as, however, not. alloAved- 
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tcj leave the Madras Presidency—not the Madras City, but the Madras 
Presideney—and a further condition of his freedom was that lie would 
not make eommunicatidns to the press. He was also told quite clearly 
ac that time that Ihere could be no question of negotiations between 
himself and the Government as between two parties to u dispute, but that 
jf he wished to secure the removal of the ban on the Khaksar association 
ic was for him to convince the Government and the authorities responsible 
ior law and order that there would be no danger in that step and no risk 
whatever of a repetition of the events which had necessitated the imposi¬ 
tion of the ban in June, 1941. P'rom that day up to this, I am sorry to 
say, Allarna Mashriqi has been trying to bargain with the Government 
of India, instead of trying to convince them by a direct statcineut of 
Ills intentions and of his ability to see that his instructions ure obeyed. 

Last May he sent us a draft statement on which we 'went so far as 
to consult all Provincial Governments, but opinion at that time was by 
no means unanimous. Moreover, while this consultation was actually 
going on, it came to our notice that Allarna Mashriqi had been saying 
one thing to us and something very different to his own followers. In. 
contravention of the condition about communications to the press, he had 
secured, through others, the publication of certain statements and he had 
also been issuing to his followers circular instructions which, to say the 
least of it, did not tally with the spirit of what be had said to us. Wo 
have, for instance, in our possession a circular which clearly enjoins that 
evcrytliing possible must be done to maintain the military spirit of the 
Khuksara although the outward forms of drilling, wearing uniforms ami 
the use of arms must be suspended temporarily. We also have another 
ciicular m which he said that it was only necessary to recruit a' large 
number of Khaksars and give them a thorough 'military training in order 
to bring the Government to terms. On being confronted viith these 
circulars, Allarna Mashriqi himself did not deny that they had been issued, 
but ho sent us a long letter of an argumentative nature, the result of 
which, [ am afraid, was merely to confirm our opinion that Allarna 
Masliriqi is not a very easy person to do business with. [ should also 
mention that on August 6th of this year 1 received a telegram from him 
in which he said that he would divest himself of all responsibility for 
Khaksar participation in the Congress movement unless a settlement was 
reached with him by a particular date. There the uiatter might have 
rested, and nothing more might have been done; but since then we have 
leceived a further approach from Allaina Mashriqi which lu <,tur opinion^ 
does represent a considerable advance on anything that he had said to us 
before, and while this was actually under consideration we received notice 
of this Kesolution. I have now given tin- House a full, and 1 hope fair, 
account of the background of this matter. I have done so because T do 
want the House to realise that we have not proceeded in this matter 
unreasonably or arbitrarily but that we have had good reasons for every 
step that we have taken. 

Before concluding, there irre some sjiecial points to which I must 
devote a few minutes. In the first place, I want to emphasise most 
strongly that the Government regard the whole of this matter as essentially 
a law and order problem. Reference has been made to the charge that 
the Edraksars are, or may be, a fifth column acting under enemy agency 
All I need say about that is that the. Government of India have never 
made this charge against the Khaksars nor do they make it now. But this- 
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being a law and order problem, it follows that the Government of India^ 
must act in the closest possible consultation and co-operation with the 
Provincial Govemmonts, tor, after all, it is they and not we who are 
directly responsible tor the maintenance of law and order This is 
essentially not a matter m which either for political or sentimental or 
any other reasons we could think of trying to persuade any Provniei.il 
(jovernment against its will. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: What ahout the Centially Administered 
Areas *'* 

Sir Richard Tottenham: I would go on to S.iy in the second jdace, that 
J think wc should have great difficulty in agreeing to withdraw the ban 
cii file Klialcsars m certain parts of India and not in others. Wlmtever 
• flse the Kbak.sars may be, they are <in All-India orgams.ition, with 
common aims and objects, and if the juirsuit of those aims and objects 
16 held to be jiJicly to c.uise.trouble iii one particular area or Uio particular 
areas, it would obviously be extremely emb.irrassmg ami difficult for the 
Govennueiits of those .ireas, if tlie Khaksars were allowed lull (r^edom of 
action elsewhere 

The third jioaif to which I should like to make special reference is the 
t'ffer of help—so manv thousand Khaksars to liel]) in the wai—to whicli 
£k reference has been made by more than one Koiiouiahle Member Jhit 
ill that way, it sounds an offer which it would ho wrong to reject, But 
as 1 understaml the matter, what the offer meant wots that the Khaksars 
wisJied to be allowed to contribute a eontmgmit to the army to tight, no 
doubt, under the orders of the Commamlcr-m-Clnef, Init st'll to retain 
its own identity, it not to serve under its own officers. That is a very 
different matter. An offer of that kind could hardl\ he accepted. Jf that 
v\,is not wliat wa.s meant, well, T suggest that the offei did not mean a, 
great deal. After all, theiv, are anijilc opportunities for those who wish to 
join the Army or the Police forces as individuals, jimvided they are pre¬ 
pared to accepit the rules governing the recruitment to those bodies. 
Therefore, strictly sjieaking, an offer of this kind !'• not necessary. 

Now, Sir, T h,iv(' said ciiongh to give the House .i sufficient indication 
of Government’s attitude to this Kesolution. The results of our dealings 
with Allnm.n. Mnshriqi have not been such as to inspire a verv great deal 
of confidence and w'e do regard this, as T have said, as primarily a law and 
Older matter ami, therefore, we should find it impossible to accept th© 
Tiesoluiion here and now without further consultation with Provincial 
Govpinirients. On the other hand, Government do wish to keep au open 
mind on tins matter .'s far as jiossible and they are fully prepared to take 
into consideration the views that may be expressed, or have already been 
expressed, l\v TTononrable Members this moming, and to reconsider the 
whole matter in the light of those views and m consultation with Provin¬ 
cial Govemments. I can promi.se that we shall proceed with this 
reconsideration as quickly as possible. If on that .assurance, the Honour¬ 
able Alember is prep.ared to withdraw his Resolution, I personally think 
that that would probably be the best conclusion of this debate. If on the 
other hand, the Honourable the Mover wishes to press his Resolution to » 
•division, tlien the Government will not vote for it and they will not vote 
.against if. XVp shall remain neutral. 
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Sir MUiianmiad Yamin Khan (Agra Division: Muhammadan Kural): 
.1 have just heard one point in the Honourable the Home Secretary’s 
speech, to which I must reply at once and that is he dragged the case of 
those Khaksars who have been convicted. This Eesolution has specifically 
avoided any reference to those Khaksars who have been found guilty of any 
offence under the Indian Penal Code or any other law. 

Sir Richard Tottenham (Borne Secretary); I merclv referred to that 
. because the Mover of the Eesolution himself asked whether the people 
who had been convicted would be released. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: We. do not mterfere with ih.ii. Tlio 
Resolution wants that tlie ban should be lifted from the Khalcsats—not 
those persons wlio have hei'n lound guilty. About the other case, 1 would 
lefer to niy Honourable friend, the JjRW Member. He is very well aware 
of that. Tliere are (wo very Avell-lviiovim cases in common law in England 
Beaty v. Beaty and Bcat\ v. (lilbanks These are the Bio cases which 
have been refeired to several times m criminal law. In England, they 
have laid down one great principle and that principle is that if anybodv 
ife doing a lawful act and somebody else wants to-do an unlawful act on 
account of that lawful act, tliis man cannot bo held guilty Tlic qnesticiii 
Mas that some lawful act m’us btang done by the Khaksars and they toolv 
cut some kind of procession without giving any annoyance to an,\ body 
else or to any other community and if it was considered that they were 

■ doing this as an unlawful act, because as a matter of protest they walked 
in the streets they .should not on that account be taken so seriouslv as 
to condemn them tor evei from becoming a lawful association 1 Inqipened 

■ to be in Jjuhove at-the tune when the Muslim League was held m Itl-lO 

We knew that the Khaksars at tiiat time suffered a lot and the Allama was 
in Delhi at that time and it was pointed out by many I'esponsiblo 
persons who had to deal with the situation that it was not the Allama 
who asked the Khaksars to take tlie law into their own h.mds Init there, 
were certain persona who in order to achieve their own ends. 

Sir Richard Tottenham: He was the leader of the movemcni 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: No. There w'ore some otlior jiooule who 
•w'anted to achieve their own ends and it was through tlieir mischief that 
a conflict was bi’ouglit about between the Khaksars .and the Police. There 
are many Honourable Members here who will support me m this .and no 
less a person than tlie Premier of the Pimjab will support me m tins 
statement. The Premier of the Punjab said before the Muslnp League 
Party that it was not tlie Allama or any of his rt'sponsible people wlio 
M^ere responsible but it was the action of emlain members of his own 
Legislature who wanted to bring about a conflict betw'^een tlic Khaksars 
and the Police and they manoeuvred to that end When the Muslim 
League heard the statement of the Premier of the Punjab, the Muslim 
League demanded iliat he should constitute an inquiry by tw^o judges, 
consisting of the Chief Justice of the Lahore High Court and a judge from 
'the United Provinces. They were ntMninated and their report was pro¬ 
mised. This solemn promise was made before me, and I can bear 
-testimony to that, and before many other Honourable Members. It was 
ri.promised tliat when this report is ready it will be placed before the 
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QaJcl-i-Azam himself for his verdiul but Ihe leport has lU'ver solu the 
light of day. We do not know who was really responsible for all the 
trouble and unless w^e know definitely whether the Kliaksur-, were nallN 
at fault or not, we cannot take this incident seriously. 

1 would like here to mention that the Khaksars were repeutent and 
j ^ are honest people. They are only protesting for calling them 

guilty persons when they have not taken the law into their 
own hands. If you want to lull them, you can do so lint if you want 
lo kill them, they can defend themselves. They have not got a non¬ 
violent creed like Air. Gandhi. They will not he down in front of a motor 
tar. That is not tlieir creed. Theirs is the Islamic law, winch is that, 
if anybody gives u slap on your face, you are also entitled to give a slat) 
on Ins face. But you are not to take precedence in giving a slap. In 
the light of self-defence, however, you can do that Tins was the basis 
of tlieir creed. Aly llonoiualile friend said that up to AugufSt, 1940, they 
lived peacefully and Hit ban was removed from their inovement, but m 
August, 1940, they began to inarch on the streets of Lahore and began to ■ 
live in the mosque. May I ask him wliat demonstration they wanted to 
make? Let me explain what action they were taking and why they marched 
on the streets of liaUore. They simply said that they would march on the 
streets of Lahore simply to show that they were not guilty and if they 
hud no other place to live in, they f-aid they would live in the mosque, 
which i.ii open to anybody. A mosque is open not only to every Musalm.n. 
hut it 18 also open to Hindus, Christians and others A mosque i> tin? 
House of God and not the house of men 

Sir Richard Tottenham: Why, Sir, did they wish to take their Beic/m- 
with lliein into the mosque? 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: They were marching with the Brlchas 
not with the ob]eet of committing an offence but to show, that it was 
sncli an innocent thing, and yet a ban was being placed on it. They 
wanted to demonstrate that they were peaceful people and weie absolutely 
innocent. They wuiiied to piove that they were not offendcis which the 
(lovfinment were liynig to make them out. They were walking w'itli 
the Bclchas in order to show that they were meant to help the suffering 
people. Lot of prejudice lias been created m the mind of the Govern¬ 
ment that tliese Belchas wore the sign of Hitlerism. This point has been 
very well exjilaincd by my other Honourable friends and, therefore, I need 
not go into this matter m detail. But T would like to say this that long 
liefore Hitler’s name w'a.s even heard of Allarna Mashriqi had started the 
Bclcha ani the uniform. Allarna Mashriqi started the drill because he 
found that the Musalmaiis were getting degenerated. They were not 
saying then la-ayers five times a day as they are required by the Islamic 
law. lie s.iid that he would take only those Musalmans who took a solemn. 
Iiromise that they would say their prayers five times daily and would also 
abide by flic other rules and regulations of Islam. He was even jwepared 
to take anybody else who was not even a Muslim but who believed in the 
unity of (iod and also observed daily what was enjoined by his religion. 
So. it is a very broad principle. In other words, all bis efforts were- 
directed to regenrute the Musalmans wliom he considered to be very much 
degenerated I'licre w-as no other idea behind this movement. This- 
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inoveiucnt found favour iu the inmds of the villuyers and It becaujn very 
attractive to the mobb. Xaturally, thobe oigauisatioiis whicli luid been 
thinking that the luasKes should be their monopoly and Lin y bhoiild be 
their followers did not like thib inoveruent. TIow could tliev b[)eak on 
behalf of the whole of India if another movement lilo! this wbicli lonsisted 
of the masses had come into being? 

Raja T. Manavedan (Madras Landholders): May I n-k Imw inan> 
Hindus are in that Party? 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: 1 do not know the list of inember.-^, 
but I will let my friend know .dter making (he inquiry Put it is a fact 
that tills party is open to HukIik, Muslims^ Sikhs, Clni'-tians and every¬ 
body else. 

Raja T. Manavedan: Could you give ns the Jievceutagc of the Hindus’’ 
Will they be, say, ten per cent ? 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan; I do not know the exact ligurc imt lbci«. 
are some Hindus. 

I am very glad tliat ihe Home Secietarv m his speech loday has 
cleared a great deal the jiositioii of the Khaksurs because it had been 
given out by some people who had motives behind them that Ihe Khaksais 
were the Fifth Columnists and tliey wc're receiving their inspiration from 
Cennany. This has been denied by my Honourable friend. Sir Eichard 
d'otteIlham. This has cleared their position and I am sure the Honourable 
(Members of this House will not be persuaded now to believe what had. 
been given out in the Press by certain Associations and certain persons who 
were interested to eoiidemn the Khaksar movement. 

Xow, another thing which my Honourable friend, the Home Secretary, 
said, was that the offer of 50,(XK) Khaksars for the enlistment in the 
Tiritish Army could not be accejited because the Allaina wanted that these 
should bo raised as an urinv bv itself. 1 um not eoutestiug this, but my 
eontenlion is that Allama Masliriqi showed clearly that he was not against 
the war effort UTespecthe of the fact whether Ins offer was practicable 
or not. It shows clearly that he was ready to give to the extent of 50,000 
men to fight against Germany and against Japan. 1 think it has been 
admitted that they have been misrepresented for u long time and I hojie 
all the Parties and all the other Members of this House—if the Govern- 
ment remain neutral—will vote-for Ihc Eesolution so that (he ban niav 
be taken away from all tliose people who are found to be the real patriotic 
people. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra (Presidency Division Xon-Atnliam- 
mudan Eural): Mr. President, Sir, the Eesclution before the House plai • 
ns iu a predicament. It asks for a recommendation of the House to 
remove the ban on the Khaksar movement and to remove all restrictions 
put on Allama'Mashriqi’s movements. I want to tell the House at oiue 
Hiat I am one of those who alwniys stand for civil liberty. I liolieve in civil 
liberty. I believe in fighting for civil liberty. I believe that libertv of 
speech, liberty of movement, libertv of association are valued rights wh.ch 
shoiffd be jealously guarded against invasion by anybody. Unless there is 
justification for it, unless it is demanded by special circumstances prevail¬ 
ing at ti particular time, I will never support their curtailment m 'iny* 
shape or form. 
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Sir, this Eesolution resolves itself into two main parts, but at the 
jiresent moment, we are mainly concerned with one inipo)tiint part of it. 
My Honourable friend the Mover, clearly explained that after tabling the 
l(('Solution he came to Know that there were no Khaksars detained under 
Eegulation III of 1818 or under the rules made under the Defence of India 
Act. This has been corroborated by the Honourable the Home Secretorv’. 
Now, therefore, there remains onlv two points for consideration. The fir^t 
id whether the ban at present resting <l»i Allama Inayatullah Mashriqi the 
Leader of the Khaksars should be removed, that is, whether he should be 
allowed to have freedom ot movement throughout India. The second and 
the more important point is wdiether the ban of this Khaksnr movement 
sliould be removed now' 

Sir. T did not take part m the debate earlier, because T wanted to know 
the exaci position of tlie (^o^ornment oi Indi.i m this respect I wanted 
to knov^ the attitude of the (.loveriiinent ot India. Because, tOfla\, after 
all, it is this Governnu'iit that claim rcsponsdiibtv for law and order m 
this land. Thev ar<' newer tired of reminding us tliat tins is their sole 
responsibility winch lliev refuse to shore with the representatives of the 
public Sir, m such circumstances Ave have got to consider very rarc- 
fullv the s'latement whiidi has ]ust been made hv the Tlonouralja the 
Home Secretarv and ilie spcecli which the ITononralile the Home 
Member made iiboiil ten inontbs back when a debate on the unpositioii 
of ban on Khaksar volunteers was raised in October, 1941, in this House. 

' The Home Seerefiirv has given no argument in support n( tlie reinovn' of 
tlio hail, lait has guru evert argument for its eontimianee 

Sir, from the jirinted pamphlet that has been circulated to us today 
and from the speech ot the Ifononrable the Mover of the Eesolnliou I 
have no doubt that the iounder 'ot the Khaksar movement is a great 
scliolar, a learned man and 1 am oven preiiared to go further and say that 
he IS tired with Iiigh idealism T eoneedc all that. But the point reall\ 
is not the greatness or the prolunclity of scliolarslnp ot the man, hnt the 
potency for mischief of an> organisation which lie undertakes 'to sponsor. 
That has also been the stand taken by the (ioxernment in this matter. 

Sir, long before imposing any bun on the Khaksar movement, the Govern¬ 

ment of India imposed a ban on all manner ot volunteer organisations of 
tins country. Let this fact not he forgotten The Gongress wanted to 
start a volunteer organisation and the Congre.ss had the cieed ol non¬ 
violence- don’t he earned awav by the happenings after that fatetul day,— 
the 9th August last. Let that not be a nightmare to my friends opposite 
Before that tbo Congress was <‘ 0 -operating with-the (iovernment, Tliev 
had been running the administration of si-veii IVoA inces m this counti v 

and from every quarter m this country and from aliroad there was all 

praise for the manner in AAhich the Congress carried on the administra¬ 
tion of these Provinces Do not forget that Now, Sir, IMahatma G.mdhi 
is a world figure. The Ikiugress under his guidance wanted to lender 
service to the country in the event of civil commotion. But win d’d 
^ Government ban that volunteer organisation w’hieh was proposed ’^o be 
-.Btnricd by the Congress 

Sir Richard Tottenham: When was that orgaiiisation banned? 





Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Under the Defence of India Act, th'! 
-tiovornnient banned all volunteer organisations winch wanted to drill in 
uniform. An Ordinance was issued to that effect. 

Sir Richard Tottenham: I deny that any such order or ordinance was 
issued against any volunteer organisation or against volunteers as .such. 
Orders were issued against the activities of drilling and of ^^enrlllg military 
uniforms; no association as such was banned. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta (Jiombay Central Division Non^.Mnhimi- 
madfui Hural) ■ Were not their activities banned? 

Sir Richard Tottenham: The wearing of rnilitar\ mnfonns, md 
diilling 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Houle marcdi. Then what remaii's I'f 
volunteer erganisation ? 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: The Hoiiourahle the Home SuP'i.iry 
IS indulging m a bit oi quibbling Howevei, I am iiol going to devoU' 
any nioie fiino to this 'J'hc country knows that all atlempts to oii'ii’i-.e 
volunteers on the part ot the Congress and the Hindu Alahasiihha weic 
nipped in the bud by issue of circulars which enuuialcd Irom the Depail 
meiit which rny Honournhlo Iriend, Sir Diehard Tottenham, lias crmn' to 
fill now. 

Then, Sir, T want the House to bear in mind (hat tins ban wu.s imposed 
by the rnnjub Government in February, 1940, and, tliereafter, the ban 
was withdraw'n under certain assurances The ban c.ime to be h’ I'U 
imposed on this organisation bv the Govornmeiit of liulia on tin' bltli 
May, 1941 Sir, I have every syinpatliy witli a jiuAcinent or with an 
organisat'on wliieh lias for its jirofesscd aim spiritual njdift or social 
scfvife or serving the coiintr\ at this time of stress ami strain wlif>n the 
polne force of the land have got to be strengtliencd and supplorncjutc'! 
But wdieu all other all-India political oi'ganisations are not given ''qnal 
opportunities for rendering that servioe, I shall be Yer\ reluctant to make 
a discrimination in this respect Now, Sir, tlic Kliaksar organisation may 
be a perfectly good organisation as has been claimed b\ the sponsors ot 
this Resolution, but I will ask the House to hoar in mind what toe* 
Honourable the Homo Member said ten months ago witli regard, to this. 

I will read a few extracts from the debate m lliib Assemblv on 9Pt]i 
Octfober, 1941; 

“I need only remind the House very briefly of the bistovv of tin* mu' ement It 
•was started iA 1931, and it was in 1939, that it first came into ronilict with the 
.au^iorities of the United Provincc.s then under a Congress r!ov‘’rn)nen( After co'n- 
.siderable trouble there which necessitated \ firing on one occasion, we oome to the 
well known Punjab disturbances of 1940, were again, it proep.-ded to attack a 
popularly elected Government. The otTence of this Govcrninenl w,is that it J.iul 
prohibited military drill by non-official liodiea and the carrying of anus in processions 
of certain descriptions and therefore Khalwars set themselves in intimidate tlieir 
-own Government in order to get this order withdrawn ” 

Proceeding further, the Honourable the Home Member .said willi 
reference to the deplorable incidents at Lahore resulting in considerable 
loss of life: 

“Then the Khaksars took refuge in the mosques in Lahore and T>me-e(led to make 
them bases for marching out m small partes armed with spades and tttacking the 
poUce who came to arrest them. As a result of the.®!' proceedings, the Association 



47S 


LEOISLiir 


V.ssHMI.’IA 


[23iU) ^EPT, "1942^; 


[PaiiuU Lnkhbjiij Kanla Alaitivi.] 

was cle^lare.l unJawfiil in tlu* Punjab and Delhi ^VDer a while the Government 
were jiieparta to give another eliance to this Assoeiatum on eertain assurances which 
tlie^ had received and Ihe ban was wilhdiawn Agitation, however, continued rfor 
the release of their leader who lemained under detention until Government wvie 
satishi d that there was no further danger ol sUcIi disturbances arising. In pursuance 
of tills agitation on the 23id May, 1941 the organ of the Khaksars, the Al-Ia/ila/i 
issued an order directing that the Khaksars slioiild pioceed to the nosques in five 
uiliimt centres—Delhi. Latioiv. IVsIi.iwar, Ifydeiabad (Suid) and Nagpur.” 

Proceeding JurlJici, the Hniioiu.ililc (lie Home Member told tbe House 
wii-iL tlie proles. 0(1 nims of Kbaksais note at (hat time 'I’bere were four 
iteius given about tile aims and obiecls of the Khiiksar movement as 
publisbcd iu tbtir ov\n organ, Ibc Al-hlah: 

‘‘Ivbaksar soldiers eonsidci it the leligioiis light ot every Muslim to fct in 
accordance with the teachings of the Holy Prophet, and are piepared to make ev'try 
.sacrifice to prevent tlio Government ot the tune fioiii exercising political or legal 
control in this respect. Tho goal of the Khaksar soldier is the Kingdom of thtr 
World and the collective and political doiiiiiiation of the community.” 

TJii;,n tbe Honourable the Jloine Member further said; 

“Khaksars are deadly eiieniios of Ireacheioils leaders, hostile editors and news¬ 
papers and oommuiial luischief-mongers and desiie to wreak vengeanco on them even 
11 this involves sacrifices.” 

Tbe Honourable tbe Home Member also pointed out that from tbe 
press all over the country there was a demand that a ban should be 
immc'diutol.y imposed on Kliaksar movement The ban was thus 
imposed o’l the Kliaksar movement m response to the demand maic bv 
tbe public and the Tress The Home Member stud, 

‘‘When the ban w.xi, placed on the Khaksar inovemeiit the public and tbe Press 
generally supported the .ictioii of the Government, including a number of Congress 
papers.” 

Now, I ask, has there been a real change m the policy and programme 
of tbe Khaksars today/* I lliid lliat tbe pamphlet that has been recently 
circulated by them does not relcr to “that domination” or all those 
methods or viok'neo to whieh reference was made by the Home Member. 
I!at I ask the attention of the House to one or two things that appear m 
tliis little jamphlet. First, on page 5, 1 find that tlm Khaksars must 
ahva's wear khaki dress or uniform 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Xuiniu.ifed Non-Offieml) • What wrong in it? 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitia: Nothing wrong And the second is 
lhat “the Khaksans must always carry a shovel, or a Belcha. The 
Khaksars of the same locality should under their commander, parade, 
march and exercise, for at lea.st fifteen minutes every day to keep them 
tit, trained, and ready for service. He must develoji within himself, 
martial qualities and soldierly attributes.” 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: What is the harm m it? 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: r do not object if you give the same 
lilierty to all the other volunteer organizations in the country. If that 
liberty is given to all others. T shall support this motion along with you. 
But if that right is denied to other volujiteer organizations of my country, 
then do you expect that I will support a discrimination in this respect?’ 
If the Honourable the Home Secretary is faltering in his attitude at the 
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tast moment, let me tell him that the has a ^I'eat I'esponsihility-'lu this 

.respect. If as a result of removal of this ban on Kliaksars there is a 

recrudescence of trouble and there is bloodtshed, the blood of the velims 
will be on .the Government We want the GovemmenL to bear that in 

mind. If they want to take responsibility tor it, let tliern do it, IniL 

knowing, as we do, their activities in the past, contained m (be unicml 
.reports and documents published from time to time, it does not encourage 
UB lo hope that there would be a change for the better \s the Honour¬ 
able the Home Secretary Jnis told us, the great Kbak-..»r It-ader is a 
diffiiwilt person to negotiate with and that approach so tar inatit' lias not 
been very encouraging If so, wliere is the case lor tbo removal nl (he 
ban: 

Sir Syed Baza All: Mlama Mashriqi is not the oiiK dillicuU leader 'o 
deal with in India 

Pandii: Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: 1 did not say that 

Sir, my Honourable inend, the Mover ot the llesolntio!) jnuuglit to 
• be notice of this House (but this was a social and spintua! orgain/a'iov 
J do not agree with him iii (Ins description at all. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Ibdnm) The Ilonnuvable 
-Ttlember has one munilo inoro 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Are these people m khaki umfoims, 
carrying Belchas and parading about tlie eouiitry going to minisler (o (be 
spiritual needs of tlie peojile ' If the clergy men m (bis couultv wiae 
dressed in khaki kits. aii,l with ba\oiiets in their liands j>Hraded about 
the country, jt would be rather difficult to believe (luit tliev were rail!, 
out foi ppiritnad min'sforation of people 

Mr. Pre.sident (1’be ITononiMblo Sir Abdur Itabnn) Tlie Honourali'o 
Member’s time is up 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: I would say, Sir, that if the Govorn- 
inent want to take the resiMMisibdily. lot them do so If Government arc 
prepared to remove tlie ban. bv all means tliev may do so; but tbe\ 
should .apply the same piinciple to other volunteer organisations If 
Government are not prepared to do that. T would certainly protest again-’ 
this (li.serimination Sir, I have stated the views of mv rai’ty and T 
w’onld ask the !Movor (o withdraw his Resolution; but if, however, he 
dendts to press it to A^oti* and the Government want to plav the g.nne 
by keeping neutral, let (hem do it We wasli our liands elean in ’he 
mailer. 

Maulvl Syed Murtuza Sahib Bahadur; Mr President, before 
proceeding with the motion T want to explain what the lerm 
"Khaksar’ connotes. ‘Khakaar’ is a compound Persian word- ‘Khak’ plus 
'snr’ ‘Khak’ is dust and ‘.sar’ is life; that is to sav, one wdio is a Khaks.ar 
musfc be iust like dust, meaning tberebv that be mn-st be ns jiumble i': 
'dust itself So the founder of this movement has named this moverreid 
after this word ‘Khaksar’ From the ereed of Khaksars we are led to 
'believe that all Khalcsnrs should regard themselves as dust. So you 
.-cannot expect anv violent action frrJm them 
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Sir Oowasji Jehangir (Boinbay Cih Kon-Mnli;immac1an Urban). Ar^ 
tboy as non-violent as the Congress? 

Maulvi Syed Murtuza Sahib Bahadur: They are not violent. But 
llieir jK)sitiou is; 

“Tanij umud ha juinj utnad.” 

meaning, when one i.s druen to the necessity of resorting to viplence, he 
will take to it. By creed, (Ikw are not \iolent That is what I meant. 

Though there may be \er\ lew who know' Bersiaii, J will refer (o one 
JVrsian couplet on tlii^ tci.ision, and of wlneli my old friend, Mr. Joshi,. 

I- very loud; 

‘•K/ial,Kiiiiiii-i-j<diiin in ha hiqurat henijur, 

' Ta link dam Icrh dal ill <jard sawaie huslutd ” 

■ It.jn t \ou look down upon Ivhaksar.-,. there may be an occa»ion now tO' . 
Iiiid out .1 I'l'al nuolei ‘idci hum that dll'.' 

!su I would aj)]ieal to the (.lovcrnment not to look down upon these 
Ivliakbai' as miscluef-mongias Had the Ciovernment taken the trouble 
lo publish the report of the- (.bnunittee referred to by the previous .speakers, 
ot Lourse, thev would h.ive been jusiilied to s.i.v tint Kliaksnr.s have gone 
beyond tluir creed Now, masnuieh as that repoit which was drawn up 
h.' tbe JiislKi ot Taihoie—Ilulited Mr Justice Niamatnllah—has becii 
'uppiessed—if not .suppressed, .it least nut published in the mteiest of 
(loveinment—you cannot sav that they have gone, iieyond their creed, 
that their action is not m (ont'oriuity to their '•uyirig and lo their writings. 
Th.it is what the remark of the Honourable the Home Secretary was 

Sir, ni tliis eomieetion. 1 have, to enlighten (he House on two points. 

It was on the 4th of Apiil last lh.it a deputation eoii'isting of the Honoiir- 
.ible Sir Mnlianiinad i’.isha S.iliil). Maiilana Zalai Ah Khan, and myself 
waded''n|)on the Hononrahle the ilome .Member m this eomieetion. Of 
( ouisc, he received u.s \ery .sympatlicticaHv—I am sorry to mi.ss him tod.iy— 
hut he did not lioltl out any assiuMiice to its to the effect that our request 
would find favour with iiim. What he said was ‘'Allama Mashriqi i? 
alwuiy.s fond of making long i oriespondence which the Oovernment Ale n- 
hers do not lind it convenient to eo through ' That mav be true. He is a 
good writer, an able writer, .md, ui course, he does imt observe ambiguity, 
hut on that account he cannot lemain mteined 

Sii, Aladras is winch Is not out of danger When this po ut was 

brought to the notice of the Ilome Member he said, he is rioi confined 
lo ilie city of Aladras, be can move about Sir, one should realise the 
diffi(.uUy of an internee; his fatn,ly e.annot, be moving about from phu.e 
lo place througliout the Presidenc' of Aladras wluoli covers long distances. 

It IS .dniost next to impossible The gentli'ni.m remains tliiu’e in eustodv. 

I .should say interned. TTc canuoi leniove himsi-lf from ATadras Presi- 
dency 

As regards the last speaker, inv Honourable fiiend of the Nationalist 
l’ar(y, who happens to be my paitieular friend, said that when bans are 
nnjiosed on volunteers of other conuminities, ATussalrnnns do not come 
forward to espouse their cause How i.s it that fhey have now come 
forward wn’tb this motion? That is the chief reason why his own Party 
IS not prepared to support this Sir, let mo ask him if he has brought 
any similar Resolution before this House. Can he single out any instance 
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when such a motion was placed before the House and wheu the j-Uembers 
of the Muslim Party did not support him? In the absence of any S'^vh 
instance how can he level any such charge against the Muslim comm amt v ? 

If they do not want to support us, of course, let them not, but not on their 
present excuse that because the ^[uslims have remumed neutral hefote 
vMi are not prepared to suppoit them now. This is very bad logic which 
no reasonable man can jiut up with. Sir, these arc days of liamzini and 
this IS the time when, with fasting, a man can get Inmseif excited. Pelore 
toiicludiiig, I have to say that though an ameiidnieiU wa.s tabled b\ me, 
alter the speech of m\' Honourable friend. Sir llichard TotLeuluuu, i ..m 
not prepared to press my amendment; on the other hand 1 will .-uppoit 
the original proposition, whatever late it may have m the end. 

Maulana Zaitar AU Khan (East Central Punjab: Alubammadau): The 
motion before the House has been discussed at lull kiiglli, threadbare, 
m all its aspects and very'hit le has been left to me to add to the discussion. 
Jhit llierc ale one oi to points on which 1 should like- to place my vievvs 
helou' the Jloii^e 

In the lij,-,! [il.ioe, this lle->ohitioij which was moved hv my Hoiiouraliio 
liiinul, Sir I'a/.i Ah, not m hi® own inme; it is m the name of the 
-Miivlini League Parly, i e . m the name of ten erores of Mussalmans, who > 
ileinaiid that Ailaina .Mashiicp .should he relea.sed, the restrictions put 
njioii him removed at once, and that the ban on all the Ivhaksars, Lhrough- 
(int ilu' length and breadth oi Indi.i, who are either interned or imprisoned 
lor no otTeiice wh.itever exeept that thct\ liappcn to be Khaksars r-boiiid 
be lomoved. W'e demand thi.s now Eroin vvhom'^ hrom tlie Pritisli 
(lovernnient, which lias assured us from time to time that after this war 
is over: ‘We will hand over Jiulia to vou and we will go away', fc-o when 
complete independence is coming alter one or two years, why not in the 
ineanlime sliow a smidl men-y to iis'-’ The Home Secrei.u'.y says govern¬ 
ment will consider it, hut an* not going to* adopt this Pesolution. Per¬ 
haps he thinks that because Pandit Muitra is against it the whole House 
will not sii])i)ort it To Pandit Maitra [ say; ‘Panditji, if you had, in the 
words of my friend, Sved Murtiiza, jdaced a siiiulnr motion belorc the 
House, [ would have liei n Ihi' fiist to support it. T want liberty nut only 
lor the Mussalmans hut Die whole of India: indepeiidi'nce not only for 
Mussalmans, but Hindus, Christians, .few’s, Parsis, etc.’. 

Pandit Lakshml Kanta Maitra: Tf the Honourable jMomher luid con¬ 
sulted rne before lablmg this motion, we would liavc submitietl ;i ,oint 
mol-iou lor removal of bans on all volunteer organisations 

Maulana Zafar Ali Elian: I am grateful to the Home Seraeiaty because 
lor the firsi time lie has disclosed a very interesting piece of infonnation 
for two years tlie ICliaksnrs were under suspicion, oruve suspicion, of being 
band in glove wilh Adolpli Hitler, and as such being fifth columnists 
That impression T gathered when I saw the TTonourable Pir Peginald 
Maxwell with mv friends, the Honourable Syed Murtn/a and the Honour- 
ahlo Syed Mahmud Padshah from Ihe Council of Plate. We had a long 
talk and he was under the impression that these Khaksars were in league 
with the Naz's It i.s some consolation to find that after two years, we 
are assured that the Government do not look upon them as fifth columnists 
■ or as having anything to do with the Nazis. Well, if that is so, what else 
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have they done that this ban shonhl no! I)e reinoxed from th.'in it once? 
Wliat have they done? TIuh Jiave not done tnn aet of sahotai'e; they 
Jiave not looted. Xo idiarye ot .iison can Ik‘ levelled again-^t them. They 
are not a pnrely eoinnnin.d body 1 know them. I have evt'ry s\inpathy 
^\l(h them. They believe, in Hmdu-Muslim unite. A friend ol inino wa«; 
aeking whether there were any Hindus aniong tlu-m 1 know tliat an 
mtliienhal Hindu of Multan (whose name I < an tell him afterwards) is one 
of the Khaksars. Then' aie many other non-Muslihis who are Khaksars. 

The Kh.iksar mo\enienl and its aeli\ilies are not Innited to Mnssalmans 
alone It ('inbraees all It is dedicated to the service of inankiml. Jt 
is dedieati'd to social seivice with pist a touch of spiritual activity i> ';ivo 
it force So, having said all (Ins, I onW want to tell the llonourahlc th • 
Home j\Ieniber that he released Allama Maahnqi Irom the Vellore .Kill, 
sent him to Madras and kepi him there m internment for some time later 
on, alter thousands of resolutions were passed throughout the lengtii and 
breadth of India and from tlie platform of the .Alnslim League, witti a 
resolution sponsored by Mr. dinnah himself, he condescended to giv.' Inm 
greater liberty of movement throughout the length and breadth of Madras 
Presidency 

M'hen 1 jxnnted out to (he Honourable the Home IMeinber that vladras 
was m danger and that (lie Japanese are abroad and they may bomb'ir.I 
Madras and, therefore, it was not safe, he said that if Madras w'as not site 
the Allama could go (o tlu' Nilgiris as Madras Presidency is such an exteu- 
Bive I’residoney So, when jou do not put any restriction upon Ins move¬ 
ments in the Afadias Presidency, why can you not allow him in Heaven s 
name to cross the Xcrlnidda and go to tlio I'unjab and to Lahore'' \\'iU 
the Heavens fall down or will the J3ritish Government tumble down"' Why 
cannot you do if' It is a simple question Can’t vou answ'er it? 

The Khaksars arc a peaceful body; they even go to the length of offciing 
you then ussislaneo and i o-()peration in the successful prosecution of ihe 
war by placing the scivices of fifty thousand Kh.iksars at your disposal 
You pooh-pooh the idea simply because you do not want them to have a 
certain dignity, a distinct martial self-respect, which you thinlc is onh 
for the Hritish Government, to enjoy; and simplv because they want to 
maintain their .self-respect von spurn their offer 1 think, if you recousl 'cv 
the wdiole question dispn■^'innately and calmly, you will not find it difficiilt 
to aceejit the Eesolution, a verv simple one, placed before vou bv Rir Sved 
Pa/a Ah, .i.s amended hv Hi Sir Zianddin Ahmad. 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Sazmi (Meerut Division- Mnhannnad.in 
Pural); Sir,‘ vvlien T Iieaid the debate on this inotiou I felt in .^tran-e 
predicament Today tlic whole vv'orld is miJitari.sing; we are hearing 
country after countrv s.iviiig that ev’Cry person must he prepared for war¬ 
fare; in Russia there is the eiv that every person cap-ih’e of holding a ritle 
should go to the front and slionld fight for the safety of the eonntry. Put 
in India we are. told (hat cviwv one of us should he pacifists and that no 
one, must have arin.s,,(hat every one must av’-oid military uniform, thev.? 
should he no drills and no p.arudes and no militaiw training. Is this the 
time for pacifists or a time when everybody should be militarised in India'' 

Is it a time when any one can come and plead that militarisation of the 
conntrv Is n had thine*' Is it possible for the present government or for 
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auy government to infuse a spirit of militarisation in any population without 
giving them sufficient voluntary organsations for that purpose? We J'B'jw 
that they say they are getting recruits at the rate of 50,000 per month: 
but will that 50,000 per month be sufficient tor the purposes of the delenje 
of India? Have we not heard off and on that Indians must be prepared 
for guerilla warfare? Will this 50,000 who are being prepared lor the 
defence ol the country be sufficient for that purpose? Our position is that 
Indians cannot be able to defend themselves in that fashion unless the.v 
have got private military associations. Every nation is like that, but 
what about India? India is being governed by foreign masters; and 
every activity every military trend is being suspected by them ns a revo- 
lution against the Government. la- this not the time for the Government 
to reconsider that policy? is this not the time tor the Government to 
consider that some of these forr.y crores, with the exception of this 50,000, 
that are being recruited by them on payment of money, are also in favour 
of the defence of this country, or, at least, if not for the retention of this 
Government, for fighting any invader whose slavery is no less contemptuous 
than the slavery of the British? Have you net imagination enough to 
understand that we are not prepared to have any invader from outSide, 
either Japan or Germany, and tliat we must have military train ng us 
communities, as a nation, as inhab,tants of India, to fight al tho^e who 
come in? We cannot depend on the present administration and the pre¬ 
sent military forces to protect our hearths and homes.' So, the fir .t thing 
in this connection that I want to impress upon the (Tovernment is ihat 
really any organisation having military drill as its object should never be 
banned; whether it is a Congress organisation or a Muslim National Guardh 
organisation or whether it is the Khaksars or anybody e be, it should not be 
banned because it has got military drill and military tram ng as its cbjec-1. 
It is a +hing which ought to be encouraged by the Government. The 
Government ought to take care that the organisations that do th.s thing 
are properly and sufficiently under their control. I have no hesitation in 
accepting that; but I say that this is a time when voluntary crgamsutions 
should be allowed to give help in military warfare and should be allowed 
to train people in guerilla warfare and for defend.ng their country; and 
they should be encouraged to organise, and they should be supported by 
the Government. This is not the time to say that because I have got 
khaki clothing on, I am bad. Why do you think that every Indian w'ho 
is in khaki is an enemy of the Government? Do not have that policy of 
distrust. Alter that policy. You have by this time learnt what it is to 
suffer humiliation at the hands of your enemies. Do not humil ate Indians 
any further. Do not distrust them; do not consider them to be absolutely 
against your rule. They want reforms in that rule. You say you will give 
us Dominion Status; you will give independence: but is this the preparation 
for independence that every Indian should • disarm himse’f? 

I would appeal to my friends on my right not to consider this from a 
narrow point of view. They must not consider it from this point o' vi^w. 
that if the Muslim community succeeds in getting hold of a few persons 
who have got military spirit, these persons would crush Hindus. This is a 
vicious circle of the same old cry of Pakistan and Anti-Pakistan. If w-e 
cannot co-operate on general principles, if we cannot appreciate that every 
Indian, whether he be Muslim or Hindu, who has to receive military train¬ 
ing, who is going to defend and protect our country, our hearth and home 
from the enemy, is a person to be respected and to be released and from 
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wlioiu the ban must be removed, then it only means that we do not want 
to encourage any sort ot military training. 1 disagree with the (govern¬ 
ment on tJiat point, Ot course, it is for the (iovernment and for the 
Kliaksars to come to an agreement; but, personally, 1 would again appeal 
to the Gmcrnment that now is the time, when the enen;iy is at our gates, 
that they must take courage in both the hands and learn to trust Indiana 
and help us to develop indigenous and voluntary niil.iaiy organisations, so 
that they may be prepared for the defence of India. 

Honourable Members: The question may now be put 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) I'lie question is; 

‘That the question he now put " 

The motion was adopted. 

Sir Syed Rasa All: I must say that the speech of my Honourable 
friend, Sir Richard Tottenham, was, so far as 1 could see, meant to be 
conciliatory, but I wish he had analysed the position a little more carefully 
and endeavoured to come to a definite decision. The position really. 
Sir, is this. One of the points that I mentioned in my speech was that 
it was strange that the report of the two judicial officers, namely, the 
Chief Justice of the Punjab High Court and a retired Judge of the Alla 
iiabud High Court, was not allowed to see the light of day, and no reason¬ 
able justification ha.s been given by the Oovernrncnl why it has been 
withheld 

Sir Richard Tottenham; I can say that T liavo noi. seen the dooument 
inybClf 

Sir Syed Rasa AU: May I offer my heartfeit sympathy to the Hon- 
Jiirable Member? Ihings have come to .such a pass that even the Home 
Secretary ivliose business it is reply to a very important Resolution on 
behalf of the Government is not allowed to gee that blessed document. 

Sir Richard Tottenham: The document belongs to the Pimjab (lov- 
erniiient and not to the Government of India 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: I say tins is not a Punjab afiair. If my Honour¬ 
able friend is under/the miprcssiou that this is solely a Punjab affair, 
let me disabuse his mind by saying that lie is hopelessly mistaken. He 
himself admitted that this was an all-India question, and it was not a 
question which only eoneerned the f’unjah Government 1 won't say 
anything more. 

There is a saying tliui the best way of hanging a dog is to give it i 
oad name. The best way of hanging the Khaksai-s in the counsels of 
iho (toa eminent was considered to be this,, heap up two charges against 
them, one that they are Hitlerites ur fifth columnists, and secondly, that 
they are a military organisation and you want to save the Governiiioiit 
cstablisliecl by law in British India from them. I am quoting the phrase 
well-known among lawyers. I am very glad, and let me congratulate 
Sir Richard Tottenham that he has had the courage and fairness to say 
that there was nothing "to show that the I^haksars had anything to do 
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witli either Germany or the other Axis powers, or that they wer© fifth 
columnists. A great load has been taken off the minds of all j\i8t, 
honest and liberty loving people by that statement made by my Hon¬ 
ourable friend. But the second charge yet i-emams, namely, that they 
are a military organisation. I was surprised that my Honourable friend, 
Sir Kichard Tottenham, objected to this movement because it was design-, 
ed to win temporal power. 1 believe my Honourable friend has been in 
the country for some time, I believe he has spent the whole pi his life in 
this country. Is there any political movement which is not keen on 
acquiring temporal power in this country? The Honourable Member has 
made u discovery in this case I Is there any objection if any movement 
has that as its ideal and wants to organise itself? As a matter of fact, 
only the other day, when proposals were made by Sir Stafiford Cripps to 
transfer temporal power into Indian hands provided we could accept it 
by agreement among ourselves it became evident that it was the duty o£ 
the Indian people to prepare themselves for holding supreme political 
power. The real crux of the matter is this. I won’t be long, I want to 
finish as soon as possible. What is the use of making a bugbear of this 
organization and calling it a military or semi-military army and using 
expressions of that character? One of the definitions of man is that he is 
a social being. Man is a creature who can associate with liis fellow 
beings, who can organise, who can put himself, under discipline in order 
to achieve progress in this world. If men associate together, if they 
organise if they want to do anything which is likely to accustom them to 
discipline, can thfere be any objection? And now I want to say a few 
words to my Honourable friend. Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra. So far 
as Sir Kichard Tottenham is concerned,. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim); I must tell the 
Honourable Member that I am not going to detain the House beyond 
•J o’clock for liim to conclude his speech. 

Sir Syed Bua All: 1 will finish within six minutes. My Honourable 
friend took objection on the ground that it was not possible for the Gov¬ 
ernment of India to agree to have the movement subjected to ban in 
sonie of the provinces and not in others. Is there a single Government 
outside the Punjab, other than the Punjab Governn-ent, that is opposed 
to the removal of this ban? I put this question oategorically to the Honour¬ 
able Member, 


Sir Richard Tottenham; Yes. 

Sir Syed Raza AU: In addition to the Punjab Government? 

Sir Richard Tottenham: Yes. 


Sir Syed Rasa ^1: I hope that that Government is not the Government 
of the United Provinces. So far as this is concerned, I have a quotation 
from speech of the Premier of the Punjab Government. I do hot 
want to read the whole of it because there is not enough time. What he 
said is this; 


* ^ organisation is no longer violent and does not riteiid 

to aety law and order, and restricts its activities to social service. T shall certainly 
give sympathetic consideration to that particulas. part of the resolntion also which 
was passed by the All-India Muslim League.’.' nwmwon aiso wii.cft 




LEGlSIvATn'K ASSEMnj.y 


[‘2yui> bBpT. 1942 


[Sir Syed Raza Ali] 

I have already leferred to this leeolution of the Ali-Jndia Musliuy 
League. That is all I have got to say. 

So far as Pandit Lakshroi Kanta Maitra is concerned, I am afraid, 
there was more heat than light in his speech and I was rather disappointed. 
I do not want the Khaksar movement to be placed on a level wLch can¬ 
not be attained by other voluntary organisations in India. My complaint 
is this that the rights which are enjoyed for instance, by the Congress 
volunteers, the Seva Samiti volunteers, the Hindu Mahasabha volunteers 
are denied to the Khaksar organization. I want to put the Khakears on the 
same level as those other volunteers. Sir Richard Tottenham asked me to 
drop the Resolution. I do not see how 1 can possibly do it without 
betraying a trust. It is the duty of the Government to withdraw the ban. 
I must j'ress this Resolution and 1 hope that the House will agree v/ith me 
that it is time that this ban was removed. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I will put the first 
amendment, that is, Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad’s arpendment. The question 
is: 

“That for the Hordt 'lifted and Allama Inayatullah Mashriqi and' the follow- 
mg be eubatitutod • 

'lifted, the reatnctious placed on the liberty of Allama Mashnqi be immediately 
withdrawn, and tnat’ ’’ 

The motion was adopted 

Some Honourable Members : Maulvi Syed Murtuza Sahib Bahadur i.^ 
not pressing his amendment 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Tlien I will iiut the 
Resolution, ns amended, to the House. The question is: 

"That thu Assembly recommends io the Governor General in Coun'-il that the 
2p ^ ban on the Khak^ar movement be lifted, the restrictions placed cn 
the liberty of Alania Mashriqi be immediately withdrawii and that 
all other Khaksars interned under R gulation IH of 1818 or the rule'! made under 
the Defence of India Act be immediately releaseA" 

The mol ion was adopted. 

Tlie Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, the 
24th September, 1942. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Thursday, 24th September 1^42. 


The Assembly iriet in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at, 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) m 
the Chaiv. 


MEMBER SWORN: 

Mr. Indra Singh Puri, M.L.A. (Government of India: Nominated 
Official) 


TRANSFERRED STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.! 

(a) Oral Answers. 

'Report from the India’s Agent in Burma about Evacuation of Indians. 

92. *Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Will the Honourable Member for Indians Over¬ 
seas please state whether a complete report has been received from 
Mr. Hutchings in regard to his duties in Burma as India’s Agent during 
the iVar, dealing particularly with the measures taken for the evac-uation 
of Indians and allegations of racial discrimination in that connection? 

The Honourable UTr. M. S. Aney: Yes. He has recently submitted a 
report which deals with the measures taken by the Governments of Burma 
and India in aid of end for the relief of those Indians who evacuated from 
Burma 

Pandit Lahshmi Eanta Maitra: Is this report going to be laid on the 
table of th.3 House? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: No. This report and other reports 
will be all consolidated together and then one report will be published as 
soon IS ] 

Position of Indian Representatives at the British War Cabinet. 

93. •Mr. E. 0. Neogy: (a) Will the Honourable the Leader of the 
House pleaso state whether His Highness, the Maharaja Jam Sahib of 
Nawanagar and the Honourable Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar will jointly 
represent India on the War Cabinet in Great Britain? 

(b) On whose instructions will they represent the view-point of India 
in the War Cabinet? What are the limitations, if any, Subject to which 
thev are authorised to make commitments on behalf of India in hiatiers 
•coming up before the War Cabinet? 

fThe queBtioQ hour of‘ the 18th September, 1942, having been diapensed with, 
these queetions were transferred till today, vidt page 2^ of these Debates .—of D. 
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(c) In what official relationship will they stand with the India Office 
and the Government of India, respectively ? 

(d) Are they to be supplied with a joint Secretariat to assist them itt 
their work? If so, by whom is its personnel to be selected? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: (a), (b) and (c). I would refer the 
Honourable Member to the reply T gave to Sir Frederick James’s question 
on Se])teinber 15th. 

(d) Tlie Secretarv of State lias offered to afford the representatives sucb 
secretarial assisfance as they may require. 

I'RICK CoN'TROI. \Nn Sri'FLY OF EsSKNTIAL ARTICLES. 

94. •Mr. K. 0. Neogy: (a) With regard to the scheme of price control, 
will the Honouriible the Commerce Member be pleased to state what 
articles have been selected by the Government of India for such control ? 

(b) What is the composition iind producer of working of the price 
control machinery of the Central Government as well as in the Provinces? 

{6!t To wliut extent is (Vntial control exercised in the fixation of prices, 
and what are the limits within which Pl-ovinces exercise powers in that 
behalf? 

(d) How long has the system ot price control been in operation and 
what results generally have been achieved thereby in the Provinces as well 
as in the centrally administered areas? ' 

(e) Have tho questions of maintaining the requisite supply of certain 
essential articha. suili as wheat, rice, sugar, salt, kerosene oil, and 
matche.>., as also of making them available at controlled prices through 
shops !•' 11 by Government or Local Bodies, received full attention in 
respect of all important towns and centres of distribution? If so, what 
schemes are in operation in tins behalf in the different Provinces and in. 
the centrally controlled areas’^ 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Sarker: (a) The Government of India have- 

fixed priiiiary wholesale prices for wheat, sugar, paper, raw rubber, and 
shellac and retail prices for matches. The Provincial Governments have 
powers under the Defence of India Rules to control prices in their respect¬ 
ive territories and have exercised them with the approval of l^e Central 
Government for a wider range of articles. 

(b) I place on the Table a note describing the existing organisation of 
price control at the Centre and in the Provinces. It is proposed tO' 
strength in this organisation, further, by the creation of a non-official 
advisory body called the Civil Supplies Advisory Council and an executive 
body called a Central Price and Supply Board. 

(c) The broad division of fiinctiohs between the Centre and t^ie Pro¬ 
vinces, which is modified to suit special circumstances, is that the Cen¬ 
tral Government is responsible for fixing prices, wherever necessary, in the 
primary wholesale markets, while the regulations of prices at the secondary 
wnolesale and retail stages is left to the Provincial Governments. 

(d) The system of price control has been in operation since the 7th 
September, 19.39, when the.first notification delegating the necessary powers 
to the Provincial Governments was issued. The working of price control 
in the special circumstances Of this country is subject to many difficulties 
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and every effort is being made to overcome them; but, on the whole, Gov¬ 
ernment are satisfied that the price situation in India would have been 
worse if no control had been exercised. 

(e) The Government of India have instituted wheat and sugar controls 
on an All-India basis with the' object of ensuring a reasonable supply of 
these commodities to consuming areas. The question of extending control 
to the distribution of ther commodities was discusaed at the last Vnee 
Conte .1 Conference of the representatives of the Provincial Governments 
and Stales and the conclusions arrived at that Conference are now before 
the ^Government of India. As regards cheap grain shops, such shops are 
already being run by several Provincial Governments and it was agreed 
at the last Price Control Conference that the system should be further 
extended, wherever possible. Detailed information about the cheap grain 
shops already in operation in different Provinces and the Centrally adminis¬ 
tered areas is being collected and will he placed on the Table in due course. 


. Pne*' find Supfilieti t’ontiol 

This note gives a brief survey of (1) the practice of price and supply cx'iitrol 
hitherto followed in respect of foodgraina, and sugar and (2) the present organisation 
for applying such control i 


2 Immediately after the outbreak of war in September, 1939 there was an 
abrupt rise in retail prices and within the first week orders were issued delegating 
power under the Defence of India Rules to Provincial Governments to fix priced of 
certain necesearies of life viz., foodstuffs, salt, kerosene oil and the cheaper qualities 
of cotton cloth. It was a condition that the maximum prices fixed should not be 
less than 10 per cent, above the corresponding prices on Ist Sepleinbei 1939. This 
was modified later in the month by the addition of a provision that increased costs 
of production should be taken into account. The First Price Control Conference was 
convened on 18/19th October, 1939 It was attended by representatives of all Pro¬ 
vinces, of the' Chamber of Princes and of five larger States, and of 7 departmimts of 
the Govemment of India 

3 First Price Control Conference—Among other conclusions reached, it was agreed 
(1) that the list of essential commodities already notified was adequate, (2) that in 
the case of imported goods and those that were of all-India impoilance, the basis 

E ':e at the first stage should be fixed Centrally, and in the case of otlier goods, 
the Provinces, that the normal basis should be “replacement cost", and (4' 
t it was desirable to develop a “prior intelligence service’’. From several Pro¬ 
vinces opposition was expressed to measures that would prevent a rise in the price of 
agricultural product$. 

At the time when this meeting was held the weekly index number of primary com¬ 
modities stood at 111"4 only (base -.week ending 19'8.39 —100) 

4. Soon afterwards a bocm perio'* began, and ip December 1939, the weekly index 
nomber had risen to 135'9. The Second Price Control Conference was held on 24/25t|> 
January, 1940. Opinions were divided as to the extent of the need for r>lice control 
but the general tendency was still to favour non-inferrace with a rise in the basic 
prices of agricultural products. The necessity for co-ordination of activities was 
emphasised and it was generally agreed that the fixatibn of prices at the stage of 
production and at primary wholesale markets should be a Centred responsiluUty; 
Provincial and State unite to be responsible for determining the margins between 
the primary wholesale staf;e and the later stages, inclnding Uie retail stage, of dis¬ 
tribution, and to fix retail prices by superimposing such controlled margins on the 
controlled or, in the absence of control, the current wholesale rates. It was under¬ 
stood that the Central Govemment would consnli Provinces concerned before applying 
a control to prices in primary wholesale markata. n 

The question of giving Provinces power to impose a ban on inter provincial export# 
was raised : thefe was no demand for Uiia pow«t. 
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5. From tl.c date of this Conference until late 1940 a period of generally deck¬ 
ing prices set ni. the above <iuoted md.x number falling from ISS'S in Jamiaty, im, 
to 109 7 in Februaiy 1941 An uiiiease then began, the index niiniber rising to 1.50 o 
in Septembei, 1941. ’ ^lu the same p nod. February, 1941, to Sept, rnher 1941, the 
indeA number for wJieat at. J^yallpur lose Ironi 150 to 200) In June 1 >41, the powers 
of price control already delegated U) Provincial Coveriim.nts were stiengtliened by 
delegation ot power to piohiint wilhholdintj ftom sale of the aitieies scheduled for 
price control 


6 The Third Puce Control Confennee was held on 16/17tli October, i941 At 
this Conference, most attention was paid to the cases of cotton eiotii and yarn, 
prices of which had soared as a result of the fieezing order against .Japan : this dis¬ 
cussion may be said to have been the genesis of plans for the pioduction of standard 
<dotli and lor the control of distiibution of yam, furthci reference to which would 
be outside the scope of this note On the matter of foodgrains, the President 
summed up as follows ; “On the whole there does not seem to be very. grave 
apprehension at the moment legaiding the rise in puce of agricult nr il i^roducts, but 
the question of wheat puce has to be very carefully watched It may be possible, 
or it might even be neces.sary tor the Central Government to inteivene at any stage 
if there is a tendency for a rise in the price of wheat. So far as vice is concerned 
generally speaking, it is a localised piobleiu for which solutions may liav..' to be found 
by the local authorities subject ot course to a satisfactory .solution by imports of 
rice from Buima to various p.iits of India 


7. The Wheat pioblem rontinue.l to grow in seriousness The reduction of the 
import duty to a nominal level on 30th September, 1941, had little ettectj on 2nd 
Movemher, a press note wa.s issued warning traders that the Oovernmant considered 
Rs. 4-6-0 per maund at Lyallpur and Ilapur to bo a suitable md\imum piico and 
that they would trade at higher rates at their own risk; other press notes, conveying 
further warning, disabusing the public of exaggerated id .as about luteiided er.porte 
and announcing arrangements made for imports from Australia, followed, but vnthout 
avail, and on 5th Decembei, 1941, a definite order was issued fixing the maximum 
price for wheat at Es 4-6-0 per maund at Lyallpur and Ilapur, and authorizing 
Provincial Governments to determine the maximum pnce at any other place "having 
regard to the normal relation betw'een prices at such place and at Lyallpur or Ilapur”. 

On the 3l8t December, 1941, a Wheat Commissioner for India was appointed. He 
was first engaged on preparing the ground for the introduction of a control over dis¬ 
tribution but before actual measures to this effect could be rendered operative be 
was overtaken by a period of acute shortage of visible supplus, m March, 1942, ’and 
Ins energies were directed to ad hoc enquiries in search of supplies for leficit areas 
until the new crop should come m In the hope of stimulating activity m the market¬ 
ing of the new crop, the maximum prices were revised at the end of March, so as to 
oUnd at Rs 5 per maund at Lyallpur and Hapur and Rs. 5-4-0 per maund at Sind 


The Wheat Control Order, 1942, was made on 30th April, 1942, and thereafter 
movements of wheat by rail from producing Provinces to consuming areas were 
regulated by permits issued by him Movements within producing Provinces were 
left to be controlled by the Provincial Governments. 


Control Conference was held on the 6/7tli February 1942 
At this Confewnce it was recognised that the accommodation of traffic to the most 
•efficient use of the limited transport facilities available was a consideration of great 
importance and that control over distribution in coordination with transport arrange¬ 
ments might have to take precedence over control 5f prices A distinction* was 
drawn between coi^odxties (like wheat) which were subjects of all-Iudia distribu- 
tion and others (like rice and bajra which, broadly speaking, had to' move only’ 
cvithin certain zones. To deal with the litter, tKe idea of 

relation with Regi.inal Transport 
■aid neighbouring units (T>rovinco8 

and States), and the Boards would be responsible for seeing that surplus areas within 
■each region would feed deficit areas in the same region. 


9. Shortly afterwards Burma was lost by invasion. India had been a regular 
importer from Burma as had other countries, such as Ceylon, which now had no 
option but to turn to India for supplies. The effect of this blow waa mitigated by 
.a good crop in Bengal, but even statistically the result was to create thortage 
conditions for India as a whole in respect of commodities that had previously caused 
-no anxiety in this respect. ^ 
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10. The Fifth Price Control Confeience was held on 7/8th Apnl^ 1042. The vital 
importance of linking control ovur distribution with price control was now fully- 
recognised and the Conference recommended the introduction of the licensing of 
wholesale dealers (preferably established dealers) by Provincial and State Govern¬ 
ments, wrhich would enable those Governments to maintain information as to the 
course of distribution of the various foodgrains, and would minimi/,e the civil of 
hoarding. It was left to the discretion of the Provincial Governments to decide 
whether retail dealers should also be licensed. 

11 The Foodgrains Control Order was made on the 2l8t May, giving powers to 
Provincial Governments to license wlioksale dealers in foodgrains, and to require 
returns of their transactions By the Foodgrains ^Futures and Options Prohibition) 
Order, 1942, made on 28th May, (so far only applied to wheat and gram) and attempt 
was made to check speculative dealings which were believed to be partly responsible 
for the pressure of prices against the prescribed maximum even so early in the season. 

Orgtmtsatton 

12 The existing organization in respect of control over prices and supplies of 
foodgrains and sugar is as follows 

l.—The I'omm'Tce Department 

The Economic Adviser, from whose office the Price and Supplies Branch of the 
Commerce D-i^artment has been taken, and whose staff is also largely engaged in 
work connected with the compilation of statistics of price-levels, etc 

Thu Wheat Cominis&ioiiei lor India (see above) with a staff consisting of a Deputy 
Wheat Commissioner and loin Assistant Wh at Commissioners I two at headcjuaiters, 
one at Lahore, one at Lucknow) 

The Civil Supplies Commissioner (Rice and Miscellaneous), appointcl on 2nd 
July 1942. His oigaiiization is intended primarily to provide for liaision on a high 
level betwteii the Centre and Provinces (and especially the Regional Boards) in 
respect of commodities other than those taken under Central control (wheat and 
sugar), and to act generally as advisei to Goveinmcnt in respect of suih commodities. 

The Interdepaitmeiital Coniiiiittee, Commerce Department, and E., H. & L. Depart¬ 
ment, winch meets weekly so a,s to maintain contact on subjects of common interest. 
The first meeting was held on the 6th May 1942. • 

The Sugar Controller for India, with a staff which includes a Deputy Sugar 
Controller and three Assistant Sugar Controllers. 

Of the above, Wheat Commissioner and Sugar Controller have cAecutive, 
functions; the other authorities exercise general functions of co-ordination and 
supervision. The Civil Supplies Commissioner has visited Bengal. Madras. Mysore and 
Bombay and is engaged on working out a scheme for a oordinated control of the move¬ 
ments of foodgrams generally which he has discussed with Provincial and States 
representatives on his tour 

II. The control of prices of wheat at the primary wliolesale stage and of inter- 
Provincial movements of wheat is in the hands of Central authorities; similar 
control at later wholesale stages and at the retail stage is the responsibility of Pro¬ 
vincial and State Governments. All stages of control of prices .ind distnrbution ©f 
other foodgrains have been left to Provincial and State Governments to enforce, 
aided by the advice of the Regional Boards. 

All the Provinces have set up control organizations, whether m ihe hands of officers 
designated as Price Controllers, Supply Commissioners etc., or forming a branch of 
the Provincial Secretariat. Generally speaking, these organizations work through 
District Magistrates and the District staff. 

Plane. 

13. The Commerce Department has the following measures under contemplation :— 

(1) Improvements in the collection of prompt information as'to stocks, rnrvements 
and prices of foodgrains. 

(2) Preparation of programmes of rail movements for the assistance of the War 
Transport Department and the immediate daily communication to the Railway con¬ 
cerned by permit-issuing officers of information regarding the quantity of foodgrain* 
from each station for which permits are granted each day. 

(3) Pressure on Provincial Governments to 

(i) improve their own control organizations; and 

(ii) enforce the licensing of wholesale dealers without further delay. 
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lkoisiative assembly 


(4) Exuniaatioa at the foHhconiing Price Control Conferenoe 
controlling according to a coordinated plan, with the ^istance of Hegional Boards 
and Provincial and State Govevnjnenta, the movements o( /ooagrains genera/^ accord¬ 
ing to a quota programme to be drawn up with a view to securing such distribution 
of the' available foodgraina as is most suitable in the interests of the country as a 
whole, and consideration of the question whether such a control of movements should 
also be accompanied by a control of prices, and if so, the principles pn which such 
prices should be fixed. 


(5) The foilowing items are also to be discussed at the forthcoming Price Control 
Conference . 

(i) The stricter entorceinent ot puce control measures by Provincial and State 
authorities. 

(a) Prohibition, as an anti-hoarding measure, of the holding of stocks abova 
f specified amounts except under a licence by any person, including pro- 

“ ducers and consumers. 

liii) The opening of Government grain shops 
i(iv) The extension of licences to retail dealeis 

(vj Purchases in suiplus aieas on Government account by selected tiade 
agencies ot ioodgrains tor e.xport to, conaunuiig areas 

A. H. Lcoyd,^—19 8 42 


Dr. P. N. Banerjea: W’luit uiU be the compositiou of the iiou-otHeiarL 
Advisory ConiiuUtee. 

The Honourable Mr. N, R. Sarker: We have not yet decided that, 
Pandit Lakshmi Eanta Maitra: Is there any Central .Advisory Council? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Sarker: Yes. 


Pandit It&kshmi Kanta Maitra: Will this Central Ad\isorj Council have 
any haism witli the Provincial Committees? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Sarker: Yes. 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Ma\ I know if the Central Government hare 
adx^ised the Proviacml (lovernnieiits also to cteate Advisory Committees 
along wit’ll Iheii'sclves with regard to this distribution? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Sarker: There is a Regional Board in every 
regioi for the control of prices and .supplies. 1 do not know whether there 
are any other'Advisor\ or Kxeentive Committees in the provinces 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: An then- an> non-offictaK on that Regional 
Bo.ircl ’ 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Sarker: Yes. 

Pandit Lakshmi ELanta Maitra: Do J take it that the commodities over 
which price control is going to be exercised as given in the list by the 
Honounilde Member is only iHiistiative and not exhaustive? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Sarker: The list is not exhaustive. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar All: Will the fixing of the prices remain in the 
hands of the officials alpne or will it be in the hands of the non-officiale 
also? 
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The Honourable Mr. N. R, Saxkar: It will remain in the hands 

<ioveriiinent of India with the advice of those Advisory Boards whose names 
I have mentioned 

Duties of Major-General Wood in Connection with Evacuation of 
People from Burma. 

96. *Mr. K. 0. Neogy: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Indians 
Overseas please state what were the duties of Major-General Wood in con¬ 
nection vvitli evacuation of people from Burma, and what was his oflicial 
designatimi and pay while' he was so employed ? 

(b) Has any report been received from him regarding his work as \et ^ 
If so, when will it be published'’ 

(c) la it u fact that the thanks of the Government of India have been 
conveyed to'him formally in recognition of his services in the aforesaid 
connection ’ If so, on what grounds? 

(d) What are his present duties and pay? Is any further special job 
contemplated tor him? If so, of what character and on what emoluments? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: (a) Major-General Wood was appoint¬ 
ed Administrator General, Eastern Frontier Communications in March 
1942 on a salary of lie. 3,000 plus Overseas pay of £13-6-8 per mensem. 
He wf.s invested with all the powers of the Government of India. He was 
paid from Defence Service Eetii.nate.s and his primary task was to deve¬ 
lop laud communications between India and Burma. He was also placed 
in complete charge rf the arrangements necessary for the evacuation of 
people from Biiruia to India across the Assam border At a later stage he 
was relieved of his military duties and employed exclusively on refugee 
work 

(b) General Wood is expected shortly to submit his report. It is pro¬ 
posed to collate the reports submitted by him, by the late Agent of the 
Government of India in Burma and others and publish a self-contained 
story of the (‘vncuuiion from Burma. 

(c) Yes. The thanks of the Governor General in Gouncil have been 
conveyed to General Wood for the valuable service'- rendered by him in 
successfully organising and directing the rescue of the vast stream of 
refugees from Burma to Indi.i via Assam. 

(d) Major-Genert'l Wood is .low Additional Director Generai. Munitions 
Producti'^'ii, on the pay already stated and employed on the preparation 
and execution of rationalisation schemes for the (ieneral Engineering 
Industry. Any new duties for Major-General Wood can be settled onlv 
when his present v^irk is completed. 

Pandit Laltshml Eanta Maitra: With regard to part (b) of .the question, 
the Honourable Member said that the report, when available, will be 
collated with the other reports and then H will be published. May J. 
inquire if this House will be given an opportunity to discuss this report? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: After the report is prepared, J viH 
-consider the suggest'on and see if something of that nature can be done. 

Paitdit Lahshinl Kanta Maitra: I want to emphasise that this matter is 
>of very great importance'to this country, I'request the Honourable 
Member to consider the suggestions seriously and give this House an 
^opportunity to discuss it. , 
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The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: If it is the general desire of toe 
House to discuss the question of evacuees in general in the next Session, 
well, I believe the Government will consider that suggestion. 

Mr. Lalchand Kavalrai: May I know from the Hon’ble Member if 
Major-General Wood has been appointed in connection with evacuees from 
Burrna aldne or also evacuees from Malaya and other places? Is there any 
other officer appointed for evacuees from Malaya,. Singapore and other 
places ? 

Tte Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: Major-General Wood was only in' 
charge of the evacuees fifom Burma who passed through Assam He 
could not he for those from Malaya. 

Mr. Lalohand Navalrai: Ma\ 1 know whether the Honourable Member 
has been getting an^ information from Malaya and Singapore about-these' 
evacuee.-' ' 

Mr. President (1 h( Honourable Sir Abdur Rahiin) • That is a different 
question 

The-Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: I'hat supplementary question, does not 
arise on tliH qucvtion 

Extraction of Quimne from (Jinchona Bushes in the Nursery Stage. 

96. *Sir F. E. James: Will the Honourable Member for Education,. 
Health and Lands bo pleased to state; 

(a) whether the attention of the Government of India has been drawn 

to the method believed to have been investigoted in Bussia- 
jf extracting quinine from cinchona bushes m the nursery 
stage, 

(b) if so, whether similar experiments have been made in India, and 

with what results, and 

(c) whether, if the answer to part (b) above is in the aflSrmative, 

and the results of the investigations are favourable, Govern¬ 
ment propose to encourage the use of this method by 
guaranteeing those willing to adopt it on oinchona plantations 
against financial lo.ss? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: (a) Yes. 

(b) The experiments so far made indicate that to obtain a substantial- 
yield it is necessary to leave plants in the ground for about three years- 
from the time of sowing. After that period an average of about 35- 
pounds of total cinchona alkaloids is likely to be obtained from one acre. 

(c) The Bengal and Madras Governments have been asked to-investigate 
urgently the extent to which land can be brought imder the Eussian 
method of cinchona cultivation and to explore in consultation with' 
Plahters’ Associations the possibility of cultivation on tea and coffee 
estates. They have also been asked to furnish an estimate of the cost 
of cultivation and the nature and extent of the guarantee which will be 
necessiuy to induce private landowners to undertake the cultivation. The' 
Government of India will consider what guarantee can be given on receipt 
of thi reports of the Provincial Governments. , 
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Sir F. E. James: With regard to part (b) would rny Honourable friend 
inform the Hout^e wlierc the experiments have been tried in India ^ 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: 1 think mainly, if not entirely, in North Bengal in 
Darjeeling district where the Brincipal Quinine Officer has his headquarters. 
He made very i xtensive experiments. 

Sir F. £. James: Is he not therefore aware of the experiments which 
have been fried in South India which yield much better results than the 
experiments to which my Honourable friend refers'^ 

Mr. J. D Tyson: He has not mentioned them in his report. If he had 
been awar^, I think, he would have mentioned them. 

Sir F. E. James: With reference to part (c), is my Honourable trieud 
aware that while the Government of India are walling for information as 
to cost's from the I’rtvincial Governments concerned, the planting season 
for the }ear J9411-43 will be rapidly closing? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson. No, Sir We are advised that it would not be a 
suitable tiriK’ to plant at this time of the year, the end of the monsoon 
Jiather, (h.> jiliniting sliould take place in February -March 

Sir F. E James: 1 do not know from where rny Honourable friend got 
the informiiuon. Mav 1 be allowed to ask whether he does not agrte 
with me thi't in South India, at any rate, the planting season is in the 
next few wpek,s and if that season is not taken advantage of, the informa¬ 
tion which i., being collected vvith regard to financial guarantees will be of 
no avail till the next season, namely 1943-44? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: I will look into that. It may be that our informa¬ 
tion is applicable to conditions in the Darjeeling district of Bengal 

Sir F. E. James: My Honourable friend is, I take it, aware of the 
Mad»-a8 Presidency and that, in point of fact, more advance has been 
mado there m rggard to cinchona plantation than even in Bengal, and- 
although it is niy Honourable friend’s late Province, I suggest that he takes- 
a little more trouble to find out what has happened in the Province of 
Madr.is ? 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanto Maitra: Why is it that the Central Drugs Labora¬ 
tory was not entrusted with the work of carrying on this research or 
experiment 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: Extraction of quinine is the duty of the Principal' 
Quinine Officer and we consider him fully competent to do thi^ particular 
work" 

Pandit Lakshmi Eanta Maitra: In view of the fact that there are only< 
two Provinces at the present moment in India, Bengal and Madras, which 
ara carrying on cinchona plantation,, will t^e Honourable Member con¬ 
sider the advisability of having such researches conducted in the Central 
Besearcb laboratory. 
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Mr. J. D, Tyson: I do not thmk we shall make any further research. 

' Our duty now is to gee on with the growing. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kants Maitra: May 1 know what money has been 
saiictionetl by the Government of India for carrying on this experiment ? 

Mr. J. 1>. Tyson: We must await the reply of the Provinces, as to 
what money will be necessary m their opinion? 

Sit P. E. James: How long are you going to wait? 

Pandit Lakshmi Eanta Maitra: Will not Government of India make any 
proposal to tbe Provincial Governments that they would advance money 
for carryitig on this experiment or research? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: It is not now an experimental research. We have 
asked them to go on with planting now, . 

Babu Baijnath Bajoria: Are Government aware that even m hospitals 
the supply of quinine is \er\ restricted on account of acute shortage of 
stocks. 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: This question hardly arises. We have, hoviever 
asked that economy should be observed in the giving of quinine. We 
recognise that there will be acute sliortage unless great economy is observed. 

Babu BaijnSith Bajotia: The price of quinine has gone up double, treble 
-and even ten times during recent months. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahitn) Next question. 

iJsSouza: Will the Honourable Member inform the House as 
to what period it takes for cinchona hark to mature from the time of its 
plantati m ? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: Ordinarily we do not start taking the bark till the 
seventh year after plantation. We take it from the seventh to the twelfth 
year. 

Monopoly to Messrs. Parry and Company, Madras, for Distribution of 
Sugar in the Madras Presidency. 

97. *Mv. K, O. Neogy ; (a) Whll the Honourable the Commerce Member 
state whether the allentioii nf Government has been drawn to a repre¬ 
sentation made by tht Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry, regarding the appointment of Messrs. Parry and Company, 
Madras, as the sole distributors of 60,000 bags of sugar, from North Tndi 4 , 
in the Madras Presidency’ 

(b) Arc Government aware of the existence of an organisation operating 
under t ’13 style of “Southern Province Sugar Marketing Board’’, com¬ 
posed of sugar n anufactuKJts and dealers in the Madras "Presidency ? If 
so, why has a monopoly been granted to Messrs. Parry and Company, 
Madras, for the distribution of sugar in the Madras Presidency, inste^id of 
the distribution being entrusted to the Sugar Marketing Board ?' 

The Honourable Mr. H. B. Sarker: (a) Yes. 
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(b) The answer to the iirst part of the question is in tlie affirmative. 
The answer to t^e second part of the question is that this appointment 
.was made b.y the Provincial Government. That Governflaent has now 
nominated their own Director of Civil Supplies as the authority for giving 
despatching instructions for sugar despatched fromfNorth India under 
the direction of the Sugar Controller for India. 

Mr. H. A. Sathar H. Essak Sait: The question relates io th^ machinery 
for distribution of sugar 7 

The Honourable Mr. N. B. Sarker: The distribution of sugar is being 
done under the authority of Director of Civil Supplies. 

Mr. H. A. Sathar H. Essak Sait: Under the direct authunt.v 

■The Honourable Mr. N. R. Sarker: Yes. * 

Mr, Muhammad Azhar All: Is it the policy of Government to give 
monopoly for sugar just as they are doing in the case of railways where 
they have given to Eswardas Ballabhdas? Is it to the advantage of the 
•Government of India? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Sarker: The Government of India have not 
given any monopoly in this respect to any one. 

Mr. President (The Honouiable Sir Abdur llahim)- The answers to the 
next two questions, Nos. 98 and 09 will be laid on the table. 

Manufacture of Motor Cars in India. 

t98. *Mr. K. 0. Nec^y: (a) Will the Honourable the Commerce Member 
please state whether Government’s attention has been drawn to a Reuter’s 
press report, published in India, giving publicity to a statement made by 
the High Commissioner for India, Sir Aziz-ul-Haq, in which, among other 
things, he has referred to the fact that thirty types of motor vehicles were 
being manufactured in India ? 

(b) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to indicate these different 
typ'’8 cf vehicles and where they are being manufactured ? 

(c) Has there been any negotiation between the Government of India 
and the Govermrient of the United States of America, or the authorities 
of the General Motors Limited, regarding the manufacture of motor cars 
in IndiaIf so, will Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy 
of the cominunications exchanged between the Government of India and 
the Government of the United States of America or the General Motors 
Limited i.i this comitction ^ 

The Honourable Mr. N, R. Sarker: (a) and (b). The Government have 
seen the Prtt.ia report but have ascertained from the High Commissioner 
that it is inaccurate. What the High Commissioner said was that armj 
vehicles of various types, about 30 varieties, were being constructed in 
India. The words “motor vehicles” and “manufactured” were not used. 

(c) Certain discussions are in progress regarding the erection of a further 
assembly plant but have not progressed sufficiently far to render it pos- 
•aible to make a statement. 

tAittwer to this question laid on the table, the quMtioner having exhaustad 
ihis qaota. 
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Rates of Allowances and 


Allotments to tlvACCEEs from the Far 
and Burma. 


East 


Will fhe Honourftbk’ Member for Indians 
■ 99. ‘Mr. K. 0 H«W )a ' and allotments 

Overse.'is ple.if-e staft jjurma in the cose of persons 

admissible to evacuees from tiie ■ non-European nationals,, 

of British nationality and of Indians and otner no f 

rc8pi-ctivei_\ '! 


(b) On vihat piiiiciple have these rates been fixed ^ 

(cj anv part of the expenditure on this account debitable to His 
Majesty's Government ? 


The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: (a) I lay on the table of the House 
a statement .ndientnip the setile of allowances prescribed by the Govern¬ 
ment of Tndi.i It is applicable to all evacuees irrespective of race, and 
to dependants and familieb in India of Briti.sh subjects stranded in enemy- 
occupied countries 

(b) Tile rates admi'siblc to the refugees are roughly graded according- 
to an estiniat? of tla'ii prc-iefugee economic stavus, and the allowances 
themselves ai*^^ trfiited as ucovcrable advances and granted only against 
undertakings to repay. 

(c) The c.\ponditure in respect of European British subjects, Foreigners 
and Asiatic British ‘ubjccts other than Indians and Burmans is deb’table 
to Hie Majesty's Government 


thou mg the Scale of Altou'am 

Muximum allowances payable per month. 
Estimated normal I_!_ 


income or remittance 
per month. 

Single adult earner 
or person normally 
in receipt of a 
remittance. 

With wife 
or 

adult dependant. 

Child. 

Rs. 

Rb. 

Rb. 

Rs. 

0— 50 

16 

26 

5 

61—150 

:to 

50 

8 

161—400 

BO 

100 

12 

401-750 

100 

170 

16 

Over 750 

150 

260 

20 


The total allowance payable to a family group dependent on one earner or receiver 
of a lemittance may not exceed 75 per cent, of the normal income or Rs. which- 

These fceales will be in lore for a period of six months in the first instance from, 
the Ist July, 1942. 


1 Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner having exhausted: 
his quota. 
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Help given by Government of India to Evacuees from Burma. 

100 ^Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: (a) Will the Honourable Member 
for Indians Overse,.s bo pleased to state what the Government ot India 
is doiii^ to help the evacuees from Burma into India. 

(b) What is the scale of allowances given to the evacuees and or 
what period and with what conditions ^ 

(c) What steps have Government so far taken or propose to take m the 
near future, U' help them to settle down in this country ? 

(d) Are th6^.o evacuees being taken in the Government of India services ? 
.If so, what is tlie principle on which such appointments are made. 


The Honouiable Mr. M. S. Aney: (a) and (b). 1 would invite the 
attention of the Honourable Member to the reply which I Iifve just given 
to parts (a) and (b) of Mr. K. C. Neogy’s starred question No. 99. 

(c) I would invite attention to the reply given by me to part (c) of 

of Mr. Aninrendr.i Nath Chattopadhyaya’s starred question No. 29 on the 
1.5th September, 1942. ’ 

(d) Evacuees are eligible for Government employment, but will have 
no preferential claims over the local unemployed on the ground of their 
being evacuees. 


Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Sir, may I rise to a point of order? 
When 1 gave notice of this particular question for answer and when, for 
no fault of mine, the reply to a question to which reference is made is nob 
orally given, hut laid on the table, am I not entitled to have that answer 
read out in tin.' House so as to enable me to put supplementary questions ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim) • If the reply has 
been given in the House and is in conformity with the rules there ends 
the matter. 

Pandit Lakshmi Santa Maitra: I am denied the opportunity to put 
8upplementai*v questions. 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahini) • It does not matter. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: My Honourable friend, ’Mr. Neogy, 
exhausted his quota of questions and so the answer to his question was 
laid on the table only today. Therefore, it is not as if the answer was laid 
■on the table sometime before to which I could have had access 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): It does not matter. 
The answer was laid cm the table under the rules. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: I want to know whether, in view of 
the fact thet I am not getting any opportunity to have information on 
that matter and today is the last day of the Session, I am entitled to ask 
-supplementary questions. 

Mr. president (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): It does not^matter 
whether it is the last day of the Session. The rules will have to be 
carried out. When the answer has been laid on the table, the Honourable 
Member cannot put any supplementary questions on that. He can put in. 
a fresh question if he likes and if there is- time. 
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Oboasisatioh fob providing Employment for Evacuees prom Burma. 

101. *Pan4it Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Will the Honourable Member for 
Indians Overseas be pleased to state whether 0 / not any organisation has 
been set up by Government to provide employment for the evacuees from 
Burma? If the answer is in the affirmative, will he please make a detailed 
statement on it ? 

The Honourable Itrr M. S. Aney: I would invite the attention of the 
Honourable Member to mv reply to part (c) of Mr. Amarendra Nath 
Chattopadhyava's .starred question No. 29 on the 15th September, 1942. 

Allowances to Non-Indian and Indian Evacuees from Burma. 

102. *Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: (a) Will the Honourabl* 

Member for Indians Overseas be pleased to state whether his Depart¬ 
ment is responsible for the payment of allowances to the following cate¬ 
gories of evacuees from Burma: 

(i) European, 

(ii) Anglo-Indian, 

(iii) Anglo-Burman, 

(iv) Burman, and 

(v) Chinese? 

(b) If the answer to the above be in the affirmative, will he be pleased 
to state the scale, conditions and duration of such allowances? 

(c) If the scales are different, under what principle has such differen¬ 
tiation been made? 

(d) Will he be pleased to state if the allowances to the above are 
made by the Government of India on behalf of His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment in England? 

(e) Is the payment of allowances to the Indian evacuees also made by 
the Government of India on behalf of His Majesty’s Government in 
England? If not, on what principle is this differentiation made? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: (a) The Home Department is the 
administrative Department concerned with the grant of allowances to 
Europeans and Foreigners evacuated to India and the Department of 
Indians Overseas to evacuees of Indian origin and Asiatic Brilish subjects 
evacuated to this country. 

(b) to (d). The attention of the Honourable Member is iniited to my 
reply to Mr. K. 0. Neogy’s starred question No. 99 earlier in the day The 
Government of Burma have accepted responsibility for the expense incurred 
in giving relief to Burman and Anglo-Burman refugees. 

‘(e) The answer to the first part is in the negative. As regards the 
second part, the differentiation it, based orv^the principle that the Govern¬ 
ment of each country should assume responsibility for evacuees who are 
the national? of that country. In the case of Colonial Governments like 
those Malaya and Hongkong and Foreign Governments, His Majesty’s 
Government in England will act as a clearing house. 

Now, Sir, if you have no objection, I am prepared to read out the 
answer to question No. 99 which was laid on the table because Mr. Neogy 
had exhausted his quota of questions, so, that my Honourable friend, Pandit 
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Maitra, should have no grievance on that point. Now, I am reading out 
the reply I to'question No. 99 by Mr. K. C. Neogy; 

(The Hoiiourable Member then read out the reply.) 

Babu Baljnath Bajoria: What about Anglo-Burman^? 

The BConourablo Mr. M. S. Aney: It will be a charge on the Government 
of Burma. 

Babu Baijnath Bajoria: How will they pay? Does the buima (.ovcrn- 
nient exist? 

The Honourabla Mr. M. S. Aney: It does. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): Next question, 

RBSPONSIBIUTY FOR PAYMENT OF ALLOWANCES TO INDIAN EvaCUEES WHO- 
ARE Burmese Nationals. 

103. *Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Will the Honourable Member for 
Indians Overseas be pleased to state if any representation has been made 
by the Government of India to His Majesty’s Government in England 
to undertake responsibility for payment to the Indian evacuees who are 
Burmese Nationals? If the answer is in the affirmative, will the Hon6ur- 
able Member please state the result? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: The reply to the fivst part is in the 
negative the second part does not arise. 

Maobinery for Co-ordination of Activities of Different Government 
Departments in relation to all Evacuees coming to India, 

104. *Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra; (a) Will the Honourable 

Member for Indians 'Overseas be pleased to state if there is any machinery 
of the Government for the correlation and co-ordination of the activities 
of the different departments of the Government in relation to all the 
evacuees coming to India? 

(b) If the answer to the above be in the affirmative, will the Honour¬ 
able Member please make a statement about its activities? 

(c) If the answer to the above be in the negative, will the Honourable 
Member please state if Government will consider the advisability of 
having some such arrangements for con-elation? 

The Honourable ICr, H. S. Aney: (a) No. There is no special machinery 
to co-ordinate the activities of the different Departments of the Govern¬ 
ment of India. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) Government are satisfied that the present arrangements whereby 
important decisions are mostly taken after consultation among the Depart-, 
ments concerned or interested are adequate and that there is no need to- 
set up any special machinery fcr the purpose. 

+ Not reproduced here but ««e page 498 of these Debates —of D. 





-502 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [24th SePT 1042 

Kbseaboh for finding Substitute fob Cinchona and Quinine under 
Ayurvedic System. 

105. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya; (a) Will the Honour* 

able Member lor Education, Health and Hands be pleased to st^te if 
ways and means for diseo\eruig a substitute for cinchona and quinine 
through researches by the Ayurvedic system of treatment are being 
examined? If so, what arrangements and schemes for such researches 
have been made? If this has not been considered, is he prepared 
to take up the matter without delay? 

(b) Has the attention of the Honourable Member been drawn to -the 
article on quinine by Dr. MacGilchrist in the Statesman of August 31, 
page 4, column 4? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: (a) The indigenous drugs enquiry which was conduct¬ 
ed by Brevet Colonel Sir Ham Nath Chopra under the Indiiiu Hesearch 
Fimd Association over a number of years investigated a large number of 
indigenous drugs for their efficacy in the treatment of malaria but none of 
them has been found to have a specific effect on the malaria parasite 
similar to that of the cinchona alkaloids. A comprehensive survey of 
Ayurvedic medicines was also made by Dr. M. C. Koman under the 
Madras Government some years ago but no new drug with properties 
similar to the cinchona alkaloids was discovered. Government do not 
propose to institute any furtlier enquiries. 

(b) Yes 

Babu Baijuath Bajoria: Will the Government take the help of eminent 
KuL'ttrajfin in finding out substitutes for cinchona alkaloids? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: I have answered that question already . Government 
do not propose to instit'.'e any turther enquiries. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra; Did the Honourable Member say that 
the active principle of cinchona alkaloids was not found in the medTcinal 
drugs research on which was carried out by Colonel Sir Ram Nath Choj^ra? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: J said that none of the drugs covered by ( oloiiel Sir 
Ram Nath Chopra’s enquiry was found to have a specific effect on the 
malaria parasite similar to that of the cinchona alkaloids What i meant 
by that was that cinchona alkaloids attack and kill the parasite. So, I 
understand, does Atebrin, but J do not think that anything else has been 
found which kills the para.=ite. Certain drugs, like Aspirin, produce a 
reduction of the symptom—the fever—^but they do not really go for the 
parasite itself. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: So I take it that the present position of 
the Govemmen'j is that they are not going to encourage further research 
in this direction? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: No, Sir. We do not see that any useful purpose will 
be served. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: What steps are being taken to encourage the 
manufacture of Atebrin? 
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Mr. J. D. Tysoa: We are trying to import Atebrin from the countries 
in which it is manufactured on & very lai^e scale. We cannot manufacture 
it in India because quite a large proportion of the ingredients are tbemselves 
highly manufocturea drugs not obtainable in this country. 

Mr. Jamnadaa M. Mehta: Are the Bombay Government not prepared 
to undertake this experiment at their own cost? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: Yes, but they have not got the drugs. A certain 
proportion of those drugs are not obtainable in India. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: But all that the Bombay Government wanted 
was some shipping space to import these. 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: I understand the drugs in question are on the forbidden 
list for export from the only two countries from which we could get them. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: What i.s prohibited non should be permitted 
if it is beneficial Why is it prohibited? It is only a question of issuing 
orders. 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: We can ask for the ingredients but they may prefer to 
send us the completed product, and we are absolutely in their hands. 
Another aspect of the matter is economy of shipping space. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Bui the manufactured product as it comes to 
India is several times more co.stly than it w'ould cost here by the in porting 
of material 

Mr. J, D. Tyson: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. Jamnadaa M. Mehta: Has it not been proved by the Bombay 
Government? 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Have (lovermnent made any organized 
effort to find Totaquinn as a substitute for cinchona alkaloids? 

Mr. J. D, Tyson: I must ask for notice. 

StTBSISTENOE ALLOWANCE FOE AnGLO-InDIAN AND INDIAN EvACTJEES FROM 
Burma and Malaya- 

108. *Mr. Amarendra Nath OhatU^adhya;^: (a) Will the Honourable 
Member for Indians Overseas please state if it is a fact that the Govern¬ 
ment of India pays a monthly grant for subsistence for Anglo-Indian 
evacuees’ families staying in India? If so, what is the amount granted? 
On what basis has this amount been fixed? 

(b) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to state if the Govern¬ 
ment of India have fixed any such subsistence allowance for Indian 
evacuees from Burma and Malayan If so, what amount has been fixed 
and on what basis? Is it a fact that Anglo-Indian evacuees are given 
preference to Indian evacuees in matters of employment ?. 

The BhnountMe Mr. M. S. Aney: (a) and (b). The reply to the first part 
of part (a) is in the af^ative. As regards the seccind t^rd pacts of 
part (a) and the first portion of part (b), I would invite the attention of the 
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Honourable Member to my reply to Mr. K. C. Neogy’g starred question 
No. 99 earlier iu the day. As regards the employment of Anglo-Indian and 
Indian evacuees mentioned in the second portion of part (b), Anglo-Indians 
being statutory Indians are treated in the same way as Indians. 

Student Sthikes, during recent Disturbances, in Universities and 
Institutions under, the Central Government Control. 

107. *'Dt. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Education, Health and Lands please lay on the table a list of institutions 
in the Centrally Administered areas and such Universities and institu¬ 
tions, for which the Central Government is responsible, that were closed 
abnormally on account of the violent non-co-operation in recent distur¬ 
bances ? 

(b) What 18 the total number of students who left these institutions? 

(c) How far are the teachers responsible in the creation of strikes? 
What disciplinary action if any have the Departments of Instruction taken 
in such cases? 

Mr. J. D, Tyson: (a) to (c) The information asked for is not readily 
available tmd ils collection would involve an amount of time and labour 
that would not be pistifiable in present circumstances 

Financial Contributions to the League of Nations. 

108. ^Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Will the Honourable J;he Law Member 
please state: 

(a) the amounts of financial contribution made to the League of 

Nations during the financial years 
(i) 1937-38, ami 
(li) 1941-42; and 

(b) the basic principle on which the contributions are made bv 

India and other member-countries to the League of Nations? 

The Honouarble Sir Sultan Ahmed: (a) (i). Bs. 9,88,905. 

(ii) Rs. 7,64.649 

(b) The aggregate amount of the League of Nation’s budget for any 
particular year is payable by ilie members of the League as a whole, each 
member-State contributing in the proportion of the number of uuits tssigued 
to her in the scale of allocation for the time being in force. Thus India in 
1941 paid 48/522 of the total expenditure, 48 being the number of units 
assigned to her in the scale of allocation adopted as the result of the Report 
of the Allocation Committee of 1939 and 622 representing the total number 
of units in 1941. 

The basic principle followed by Allocation Committees has been that of 
capacity to pay and the principal data taken into account have comprised 
the population, production, trade and banks, transport and budget of 
States. 

Maulana Zalai All Khan: May I know, Sir, whether the League of 
Nations is still alive? 

Mr. Prealdent (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): Dr. Banerjea. 

Dr. P. N. Baherlaa: Why should the progressive decrease not be ap¬ 
plied to these contributions? 
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The Homoorahle Sir Sultaa Ahmed: All the ixxatters which could be 
considered in this connection were brought to the notice of the Alloca¬ 
tion Committee. Our contribution would have been much less had not 
some of the members gone out on account of - the war. The House will 
remember that provisions have been made from time to time in the 
contribution payable by India to the League. India originally had 66 
units assigned to her; now it is 48. The position is that the Government 
of India have from time to time done their very best to brmg to the 
notipe of the Committee or the authorities the condition of this country, 
our own capacity to pay: and those considerations were present when the 
Committee considered the contribution. It is very diflBcult at the present 
' moment to suggest any new method, and we will have to wait till the 
end of the war. The existence of the League is essential for the purposes 
of post-AAar reconstruction, and the contribution we are making is not 
too high. It could have been much less if some of the major countries 
had not gone out 

Dt. P. N. Banerjea: Will the Government of India take further steps 
in order that India may be made to pav its fair share of its contribution 
«nd not more? 

The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed: Sir, we know that the contribution 
js there and we will do our best to reduce our liability if possible. 

' Babu Baijnath Bajorla: What benetit is India getting in making these 
big contributions? 

The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed: That does not arise from the 
■question. 

Pandit Lakshmi Santa Maitra: Will the Honourable Member tell us 
in what manner is India’s participation m the League of Nations secured 
at present ? 

The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed: That does not arise from thu 
'question. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Will the Honourable Member tell ns 
if it is not k fact that a number of units of the League of Nations have 
been eliminated now and, if so, why is it that India is made to pay a 
larger amount than what she used to do before? 

The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed: That should be obvious to every¬ 
body. If we are in the'League of Nations we should make a contribu¬ 
tion; besides, the expenditure of the League has gone down very much 
iind that is the reason why wc have to pay 7 lakhs instead of Es. 14 
lakhs, as was our contribution in the earlier part of the existence of the 
League of Nations. 

Pandit Lakahmi Kanta Maitra: 'Has the Honourable Member satisfied 
himself that the remnant units of the League of Nations have been made 
to make proportionately increased payments? 

TTie Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed: Certainly. 

Mr. Pnaident (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): The answer to th« 
next question of Mr. Neogy is laid on the table. 
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Policy govbbning the Employment oe Evacuees from Burma. 

U09. *Mr. K. 0. Neogy: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Indians 
Overseas be pleased to explain the policy governing the employment of 
evacuees from Burma under the Government of India? Was the policy 
enunciated in any formal connnunication for tne beueiit of different 
departments and offices under the Government, or were they left free toi 
pursue their own course in the matter? If any such communication was 
issued, will it be please laid on the table? 

(b) How many British and other European evaeuees from Burma have- 
been employed under the Government of India and in what positions 
and what were the considerations for such employment? 

(c) Was the Public Service Commission consulted at any stage on any 
relevant point in connection with the policy of such appointments or' as 
regards the merits of any individual evacuee prior to his selection for, hiS' 
employment under the Government? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: (a) I lay on the table of the House 
n relevant extract from a cornmumeation addressed by the Department of 
Indians Overseas to all Departments of the Government of India suggest¬ 
ing that in the matter of employment of evacuees preference should as 
far as possible b(- given to Indian evacuees. In another communication 
to all the Departments the Defence Department has reiterated the policy 
that while every effort should be made to absorb evacuees in useful 
employment, evacuees qua evacuees should not be given any preference 
over other Indian candidates, m the matter of Government employment. 

(b) So far as can be ascertained 124 European evacuees have oeen 
appointed by the different Departments to various posts of a temporary 
nature under their control, but the further particulars asked for by the 
Honourable Member are not readily available. , 

(c) The reply to the first part is in the negative. As regards the second 
part, the Federal Public Service Commission was not consulted in the 
matter of appointment of evacuees to posts, recruitment to which 
IS under the rules made without consultation with the Commission. 


hxtract from, a Cornmumeation dated the 19th May, 19^2, addrem.d by the De-parU 
ment of Indians Overseas, to all Departments of the Government of India, regard¬ 
ing hhniployment of Evacuees. , 

2 The Department of Indians Overseas fully realise that where appointments are 
not made tin ouch the Public Service Commission, the appointing authorities have full 
discietion to select the most suitable incumbents and further that then) is no bar to 
he employment of any British subject under the Governments in India In view, how- 
of the situation created in India by the influx of a large number if Indian' 
lees unemployed, who are likely to be a charge on Indian public revenue until 
hey can become self-Bupporting, this Department ventures to express the hope that 
ippointing authorities will endeavour to select Indians for Government empliwment 
•ather than non-Indian persons. It is not suggested that the dainfiey of Indian 
vacuees should be treated as being in any way stronger than those of other Indian 
inemployed but it will be recognised that anything done to relieve unemployment 
among Indians generally can not be without 'its effect on the problem of the Indian' 
evacuee unemployed. “Indian" in this context should be taken to mean : 

(a) British subjects domiciled in India (including Anglo-Indians and domiciled! 

Europeans); 

and {u) British subjects of Indian extraction. 

* * * , « 


fAiiswer to this question laid on the table, the questioner having exhausted! 
bis 'quota. 
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Appucations trKDiai' Payment of Wages Act tby oe on behalf of 
Employees of Fbi>bbal Railways. 

1. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Will the Honourable Member for Labour 
please lay on the 'I'able a statement showing the applications presented 
to the authorities appointed under the Payment of Wages Act, 1936, by or 
on behalf of the employees of Federal Railways between the Ist April, 
.1937. and the 31st August, 1942, showing inter alia: 

(a) the application numbejr; 

(b) the particulars of the parties, i.«., name and address, 

(c) allegations in the application; 

• (d) amount of the relief claimed; 

(e) findings of the Authority, and qualifications of the Autiiority, 

(f) if appeal preferred, the result of the appeal together with the 

full description of the ai)pellatc court, and 

(g) if revision preferred, the result of the revision together with the 

particulars of the ReAisionul Court? 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkari The information asked for is 
not readily av&ilable and its collection would involve an amount of lime 
and labour that would not be justifiable in war time. 

Summons Fees undbb Payment of Wages Rules foe Delhi Pbovince. 

2. Mr. Muhammad Ashar AU: Will the Honourable Member for Labour 
please refer to Rule 18 of the Payment of Wages (Federal Railways) Rules, 
1988, and to Rule 21 of the United Provinces Payment of Wages Rules, 
1936, and Rule 21 of Delhi Province Payment of Wages Rules, ^937. and 
state the amount of the process fee for summoning the opposite par^ hy 
the Authority and by the court which is prescribed for the Delhi Province? 

The Ifeomourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: Government are advised ohat 
no process fee is leviable for issuing notices to the opposite party under 
the rules' mentioned. This is, however, a matter of interpretation of 
the rules. 

Buema Evacuees given Apfointmbhts in Goveenment of India" 

Defaetments and theib Attached and Suboedinate Offices. 

3. Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Will the Honourable Member for Indians Overseas 
he pleased to lay on the table a statement on iihe following lines, in relation 
to all Departments of the Government of India including all offices and 
services under their control: 

(a) Number of evacuees from Burma and the Far East who may have 
• been given appointments in the Department or offices attached or subor¬ 
dinate to it? 


*The question hour of the 18th September, 1042, having been dispensed Tvith, the sf 
•questions were transferred till today, vide f>age 20 qf these Debates .—of u. 
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(b) How ma'tiv of them are (1) Britishers, (2) other Europeans, (3) 
Anglo-Burmans, (4) Anglo-Indians, (5) Burmans, (6) Indians, and (7) other 
nationalities? 

(c) Who, among persons of each of the above seven categories, held 
offices under the Government of Burma, or under any other Government, 
or were in private employ, or engaged in private business or any profession 
in Burma, of elsewhere, respectively? 

(d) In the case of salaried employees, in what capacity, on what scale- 
of pay and for what length of time, was each such person engaged in 
Burma or elsewhere; and m what capacity and on what scale of pay has 
he or she oeen employed m India, and for what length of time is he or she 
expected to serve the Government of India? 

(e) Has each such person been employed on account of any special 

qualification, or out of compassion? • 

. (f) In the case of which sucli person or persons, correspondiug qualifi¬ 

cations or experience could not be obtained among officers already in the 
employ of the Government of India, or among non-official Indians’’ 

(g) Has the appointment of any such person prejudiced tlie service 
prospects of any individual officer already in the employ of the Government 
of India, directly or indirectly? 

(h) In which' cases, if any, are such persons the first incumbents in 
the appointments concerned, and in which cases have they succeeded other 
officers? In regard to the first category, what considerations determined 
the terms axed and in regard to the second category of cases, have the 
previous terms of employment been revised in any way for the benefit, or 
to the prejudice, of any evacuee from Burma or the Far East? 


The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: (a) and (b). So far as can be 
ascertained from returns which have been received from the various 
departments of the Government of India the total number is 1,068. A 
statement giving the composition of this number is annexed. 

(c), (d) and (h). Most of these persons are employees of the#xovern- 
nient of Burma evacuated to India. All the appointments have been 
made on a temporary basis. The salaries paid are those prescribed for 
the different posts The other details asked for by the Honourable 
Member are not readily available. The task of collecting them will in¬ 
volve an expenditure of time and labour-which would not be justifiable in 
present circumstances. 

(e) It is not the Government’s policy to find or create posts for 
evacuees out of compassion; evacuees were considered equally with 5 ther 
available Indian candidates and appointed to posts for which they were 
suitably qualified. 

ff) Evacuees are considered eligible for Government posts equally with 
other candidates in India whether official or non-official. The other details 
asked for cannot be obtained without an unjustifiable expenditure of litne 
and labour. 

(g) Government have no reason to believe that the interests of anjr 
officers already in the employ of the Government of India have been 
adversely affected by these appointments. 
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SkOement showinff the doeetfivOion of evactuee from Surma ds the Far Eaet employed by 
DepartmetUe of the Government of India and their attached and avhordinate officee. 



Eniopean 

I^ns Brl&ah 

Department. Indians. and Anglo- subjects. Others, 

domiciled Barmans. 

Euro¬ 

peans. 

Total. 

Remarks. 


Secretariats of the Gover¬ 
nor General Personal, 
Public and Beforms. 



. 



2. 

Home Department 

11 


2* 2t 

15 

• For 3 months, 
t 1 for 1 month. 

3. 

Department of • Civil 
Defence. 

7 


2 4 

14 


4. 

Department of Informa¬ 
tion and Broadcasting. 



1 4 (a) 

8 

(a) Bunnans. 

6. 

External Affairs Depart¬ 
ment. 


1 

1 1 (6) 

3 

(6) In China ; domi- - 
died Burmaii. 

6 . 

Political Department 

4 

1 

2 

7 


7. 

Finance Department 

16 1 

51 («) 

2 1 

71 

(c) In office of Co- 
troUcr of Supply 
Accounts. 

8. 

legislative Department 






0. 

Department of Commerce 

« 

... 

1 8 

10 


10. 

Department of Labour . 

67 

108 

9 20t 

204 

1 “ Other nationali¬ 
ties ”. 

11. 

Department of Bduoation, 
Health and Lands. 

18 

4 

1 2 .. 

20 


12. 

Department of Indians 
Overseas. 

6 




Persons employed 

in the Refugee 0^- 
niaatlon, Assam, 

not included. 

18. 

Legislative Assembly 

Department. 



. 



14. 

Department of War 
Transport. 

6 


2 

7 


16. 

I^gartment of Posts and 

66 

8 

2 

66 


10. 

Department of Supply . 

96 

4 

6 IS 11(d) 

129 

(d) 1 Barman and 10' 
“ Other nationali¬ 
ties ”. 

17. 

War Department . 

189 

126 

87 74 575 

483(e) (e) Includes Women’s 
Auxiliary Corps 

formations. 

{Of this 2 are Bur- 
mans, the rest are 


" Otlier than British' 
Snbleots". 


IS. OefaiuM Department .... 1 2 8 ... 0 

10. >BaUway Board .. ... 8 ... « ... 8H llOoes not include 

non>KMtted ataS 
for whom informa¬ 
tion la not aTailable. 

M8 iS It* SS" 


480 


1,0 




, SHOBT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES. 

Oribvanobs of thb Ordnanob Factories Direotoratb Staff Transferred 
TO Calcutta. 

Bftbu Baijnsth Bajoiia: (a) Will the War Secretary please state 
whether it is a fact that a portion of the M. G. 0. Branch Staff which 
was serving in the Ordnance factories Directorate was compelled to 
accept transfer co Calcutta in 1940 contrary to the conditions of their 
service in Army Headquarters? 

(b) Is it a fact that the non-gazetted staff of that establishment uns 
then assured by Government that their prospects of promotion and other 
interests would be adequately safeguarded and that their temporary 
detachment from their p.arent .office would not in any way adversely affect 
their prospects? 

(c) Are Government aware that during the last two years the Indian 
element of the transferred staff has suffered considerable Bnancial losses 
both in respect of promotions and otherwise? If not, what steps have 
Government taken to make thcmseives acquainted with their grievances? 

(d) Is it a fact that Eunipean clerks of the M. G. 0. Roll have been 

E romoted Officer Supervisors in supersession of the senior Indian clerks, 
f so, why? 

(e) Is it a fact that promotion is based on confidential reports which 
give preference to European clerks and are responsible for the superses¬ 
sion of Indians? 

(f) Are Government prepared to end the present system of confidential 
reports on clerks and refer all cases to the Federal Public Service Com¬ 
mission with a view to their selecting the best men for promotion after 
holding a competitive test’ If not, why not? 

BCr. 0. M. Trlvedi: (a) Tn 1940 the staff of the Ordnance Factories, 
Directorate was transferred to Calcutta, but there is nothing in such a 
transfer which is contrnr;v to their conditions of service 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The reply to the first part is in the negative. As regards the 
latter part, the normal channel of submission of individual representation 
is open to all clerks. 

(d) Yes. Senior European clerks have been similarly superseded, and 
in one case by an Indian who has been promoted Officer Supervisor. The 
appointment of Officer Supervisor is a selection appointment and the 
individual, whether Indian or European, best fitted for a partic\dar post, 
is selected. " 

(e) No. 

(f) No The appointments are made from the ministerial establish¬ 
ments and are the responsibility of the head of the Branch who is the beet 
judge of the capabilities of. the individual selected. 

Babu Ballnath Bajorla: With reference to part (c) of the question, if 
I have understood it, the Honourable the Ww Secretarry has said ‘hat 
there have been no financial losses for the staff who have been trans 
ferred to Calcutta. 


( 610 ) 
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Mr. 0. M, Trivedi: I was asked whether the Government were aware 
■that the staff had suffered any loss, and I have given the answer that' 
the Government are not aware of such a loss. 

Babu Baijaaih Bajoria: Are not Government aware that the cost of 
living in Calcutta is much higher than at Delhi? 

' Mr. 0. M. Trivedi: Yes; I am aware of that; but the staff in Calcutta 
get a compensatory allowance. ■ *► 

' Compensatory Ar-iX)WANCE of the Master General of Ordnance BsANi ir 
Staff transfeiuied to Calcutta. 

Babu Baljnath Bajoria: fa) Will the War Secretary please indicate 
the authority responsible for w atching the interests of the transferred staff 
of the Master General of the Ordnance Branch? Is it M. G. 0.. or 
D. G. M. P. or the War Department in which the Master General of the 
Ordnance Branch Establishment Section has been amalgamated? 

(b) Is it a fact that although the transferred staff at Calcutta Viav<* 
submitted repeated appeals to the authorities for an enhancement of their 
' Calcutta Cost of Compensatory Allowance ia view of the higher cost of 
living in Calcutta these days, Government have thought fit to take no 
action in the matter so far? If so, why? 

Mr. 0. M. Trivedl: (a) As regards the first part, the Master General 
of the Ordnance in India is responsible where ministerial establishment 
are concerned, and War Department in the case of officers. As rjgards 
the latter part, the Establishment Section of the Master General of the 
• Ordnance Branch has been amalgamated with the War Department. 

lb) Government are not aware of any such representations 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Qhani: May 1 know whether the cost of 
li\'iiig in any part of India is at present enhanced? 

Mr, C. M. Trivedl; Yes; the cost of living has arisen everywhere in 
India. 

Neglect of Do.miciled Indian Evacuees from Burm\ reaching Bbno.vl 

M*. Lalchand Bavalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Indians 
Overseas be pleased to state if it is a fact that the Indians domiciled in 
Burma who are now evacuees in Bengal are not prov.ded with food or- 
living arrangement by Government and are therefore wandering about in • 
Chittagong with their children, begging from door to door? 

(b) Is it a fact that Provincial authorities have made sufhcieoi 
armngements for the support of the Burman evacuees in Dinapur District 
in Bengal and have been given lands? If so, why a different treatment 
is being given to Indians domiciled in Burma now evacuees? 

(c) Do Government propose to make all suitable arrangements for these 

Indians who have come for shelter and livelihood in India? If not whv 
not? ‘ 

The Honorable Mr. M. S. Aney:. (a) and (c). The Government of 
Bengal recently reported that in the Chittagong district several thousand 
applicants claiming to be evacuees had approached the District Magiatratj 
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for fiuaiicial assistance under the scheme sanctioned by the Government 
of Indjii and that due to lack of adequate staff the work of sanctioning' 
relief hud fallen into arrears. The stuff asked for has been sanctioned by 
the Government of India and Government expect that requests for relief 
from fhe Indian evacuees in Chittagong will now be dealt with exptdi- 
tiously. 

(b) The Honourable Member presumably has in mind the case of some 
8,000 Ariikunese Mughs who hud sought refuge in Chittagong and were 
moved into the interior of Bengal. These refugees have no relations or- 
homes in India to go to and had to be housed m special camps. These are 
being maintained at the expense of the Go\eminent of Buima. "They have 
iKit iieen given any land Indian refugees are not similarly placed and it 
has Ijcen found sufficient to give them maintenance allowances to enable 
them to find housing, food, etc. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: M.i\ I know whether it is a fact that these 
Indians who were doTniciled Burinaus have not been given any food or 
other arrangement up to this lime and whether any arrangements made 
are only for the future? 


The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: It is not so. The arrangements 
there were inadequate to cope with the number that had come in there, 
and on account of that the work had fallen into arrears. To clear off those 
airears additional staff is being given and the work is going on: it is not 
true that all of them wore moving about and none was getting any 
allowance. j 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: What was the nurqber that was wandering 
about ? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: It is difficult to count the number 
ol persons who were moving about. The number that had been givem 
relief already before was a few thousand, and the remaining cases are 
being decided now 

Mr. Hooseinbhoy A. Lalljee: May we know how many beggars were 
roaming about in streets of Chittagong before and how many more have 
b^eii roaming during the period this administration is in force? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: No census of beggars was made and; 
It is difficult to distinguish between the beggars and the destitute evacuees, 

I cannot, therefore, say how many persons were there before or were not 
there before. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May l know up to this time how many of 
them have been housed and if there are persons who have not been housed?" 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: I am afraid my Honourable friend' 
did not, listen to tny reply properly. All that is being done under the 
scheme which we have promulgated ig to give them a certain allowance oni 
a certain basis, and it is for them to find their own house and food arrange¬ 
ments out of the money given to them as allowance. That is the scheme. 
As regards housing, the Government of India have not taken any res¬ 
ponsibility for the Indian evacuees • nowhere have they taken tliat respon-, 
sibility. 
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M&ulvi Syed Miutiua Sahib Bahadur: Is it a fact that subsistence 
allowance is given only for the duration of one month, so that it is suffi¬ 
cient for the upkeep of the individual or family for only one month ? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: That is not correct. The sclieme 
will coqjinue at least for six months and they will get this allowanc i for 
six months. It is expected that during that period the evacuees will be 
able to find a job or get some employment and will no longer need relief' 
from the public treasury. 

Maulvi Syed Murtuza Sahib Bahadur: Will the Honourable Member 
see about a particular report from Triehinopoly where an evacuee from- 
Burma got subsistence allowance only for one month and will he be pre¬ 
pared to extend the period by five months more? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. Aney: I heard some cases while I was in. 
Madras on tour and the mistake was brought to ■the notice of the local 
officers tliat it was a wrong interpretation. 

Activities of tuk I'Nited Kingdom Commercial Corporation. 

Mr, Jamnadas M. Mehta: (a) Will the Honourable the Commerce- 
Member be pleased to state if it is a fact that the United Kingdom 
Commercial Corporation has been given a monopoly of exports of certain 
commodities from India in regard to trade with certain countries? 

(b) Is it a fact that the United Kingdom Commercial Corporation are 
participating in the export trade of India, even in regard to commodities 
for which they have not been granted a monopoly? If so, will Govern¬ 
ment furnish information regarding the total value of exports of such 
commodities so far effected by the Corporation and also of all commo¬ 
dities 

(c) Do the Corporation enjoy any exclusive privileges or concessions 
granted by the Government of India, e.g.. in regard to priority of transport 
and export licences? 

(d) Is it a fact that the United Kingdom Commercial Corporation will 
be utilised as the agency for export of tea from India when private exports- 
are stopped under the Block Purchase Scheme? 

(e) Do the Government of India recognise that the activities of the 
Corporation should not be allowed to supplant existing channels of trade? 
[f so, will they state what steps are they taking to prevent such a develop¬ 
ment ? 

(f) Will Government be pleased to give an official date before the pre¬ 
sentation of the next Budget for the disoussioi) of the activities of the 
United Kingdom Commercial Corporation? 

The HououTftble Mr. H. R. Sarkeri (a) The United Kingdom Com¬ 
mercial Corporation is at present the sole organisation which has been 
entrusted with the task of purchasing and supplying essential commodities 
to Buspia. Apart from this, they have been gfven the privilege of trading 
with Persia in a limited number of commodities. For fuller particulars 
the attention of the Honourable Metnber is invited to the Press Note issued 
on the 6th August, 1942, a copy of whidh is available in the Library of tlie- 
House . 
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(b) Yes. The United Kingdom Commercial Corporation have exported 
A few consignments of jute goods, nee, spices, tea and yarn to the Middle 
East countries. The circumstances in which most of these exports were 
undertaken by the Corporation have been explained in the Press Note 
letVrred to in the answer to (a) above. Information regarding the" total 
value of exports made by the Corporation is not available but the per¬ 
centage of such exports to the tot<al trade with the respective countries is 
known to be small, except in regard to Bussia. 

(e) No exclusive concessions have been given to the Corporation as 
such. Priority of transport and special facilities in obtaining export 
licences are accorded to the Corporation only for the movement of wav 
supplies 

(d) The entire Indian expoi table surplus of tea will, under the Block 
I’urchase Scheme, be sold to His Majesty’s Ministry of Food. The 
machinery by which they will arrange the distribution of the tea to consum¬ 
ing countries other than the United Kingdom is still under discussion. 

(e) Yes, except where there are certain conditions arising out of the 
war which make it impracticable to leave particular transactions to normal 
commercial channels. The Government of India are keeping themselves 
fully in touch with the activities of the Corporation in India and are 
satisfied 4hat their activities ha\e not so far been conducted in a manner 
from which a displacement of i xisting trade channels may be seriously 
appiehended. 

(f) This IS a matter which can be adequately dealt with under the 
ordinary procedure governing non-official" Resolutions. 


Mx. Jamnadas M. Mehta: \ie Government aware that this Corpora¬ 
tion nos been financed and coiitiolled by His Majesty’s Government in 
England? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Barker; Yes 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Is it not a fact that (he Russ an trade was 
being effectively dealt with by piivate channels before this Corporation 
cane-* on the scene? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Barker: No I am not aware of it 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta; What is the Honourable Member’s informa- 
tioiU 

T^e Honourable Mr. N. B. Barker: My information is that there were 
no recognised trade channels to Russia. " • 

Mr. Jamnadas M. ttehta: Is it not a fact that there have been in¬ 
numerable transactions by private traders with Russia in the matter of 
many articles to which yeferSnee has been made by the Honourable 
Member^ 

The Honourably Mr. IJf.' B. Sarkar: l have no information. 

Mr. Hooseinhhoy A. LaUJee: Specially tea. 
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Mr. Jamnadaa M. Mehta: And when the Government made an exami¬ 
nation and entrusted all this work to the Corporation, they found that 
no ordinary trade channels were in existence? 

The Honourable Mr. H. R. Barker: Yes. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Government are prepared to say that? 

The Honourable Mr. N. B. Barker: Yes. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Are Guvernm'eht aware that the representa¬ 
tion made to them by the Federation of Indian Chambers was quite to the 
contrary? Are the Federation wrong? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Barker: I think they are wrong. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: You think. You do not know. The Honour¬ 
able Member simply promises that the ordinary method of Resolution may 
be resorted to. Does he not recognise that this is a matter in which vast 
interests are concerned, and people are afraid that a second East Lidia 
Coi.ipany is coming into operation. Why cannot he give some fixed date 
on which this matter may be effectively disposed of and fears laid low? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Barker: The next Session will be a long 
Session and I am absolutely sure that my Honourable Member will get an 
opportunity for moving his Resolution on a non-official day. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: But failing that, Government are prepared' 
to give time? 

The Honomrable Mr. N. R. Barker: I will consider that. 

Sir Gowasji Jehangir: Will the Honourable Member say whether this 
Corporation is limited with regard to profits? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Barker: It is- a Government corporation, it 
doe.s not work for profit. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir; Who pays for the cost of administration of tins 
Corporatioh ? 

The Honourable Mr, K. R. Barker: The Corporation itself pays it. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: Then they must make a profit in order to be 
able to pay their costs. 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Barker: His Majesty’s Government 
fiyaijces it, but so far as my information goes, they do not make profit ini 
the sense that they declare dividends or pay profits. 

Sir Oowat^i Jehangi r : Who is the authority, in the Government of 
India who goes through the accounts to see that these profits are not made 
over and above the costs? I understand that costs are not met from the- 
Coi’pqratiQp. Who is the authority in the Gbverhment of India that sees- 
that there ore no ^>roftts? 
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The Honourable Mr. N. B. S^rker: We Have called for the accounts 

and we shall ourselves examine. 

Mr. Hooeeinbhoy A. Lalljee: Will they come under the Income-tax 
A.)t and pay income-tax to the (rovernment? 

The Honourable Mr. N. B. Sarker: They will 'Be liable to income-tax. 

Mr. Hooseinbhoy A. Lalljee: Does any department of the Government 
■of India act as their agent in purchasing or despatching goods? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Sarker: No 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Are tlie profits of this Corporation 25 per 
-cent.? 

The Honourable Mr. K. B. Sarker: I do not know. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: The profits allowed to them are 25 per cent. 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Sarker: 1 am not aware of it. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Will the Honourable Member enquiu''^ 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Sarker: Yes, I will enquire. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: Will the Honourable Member see that tins Corpo¬ 
ration does not make any profit except legitimate costs of administration? 

The Honourable Mr. N. B. Sarker: Jfrom the Indian side we can insist 
on it, but* if they make profits m the case of other countries, how can ws 
control it? 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: The Honourable Member coufesses that such 
profits are obtained and the ordinary trades in India are deprived of such 
profits. I can understand an ally being given commodities, specially war 
commodities, at cost prices, but I cannot understand a corporation being 
allowed to do so and to make a profit and prevent the people of this 
country from making that legitimate profit 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Sarker: So far as I am aware, it does not; 
but I say I will examine it 

Mr. Hooseinbhoy A. Lalljee: The Honourable Meiuher gave .i reply 
that no Government Department works as the purchasing agents or other¬ 
wise for the Corporation. Is it correct, because ray information is definite 
that some of the D'epartments of Government do act as purchasing agents 
and despatching agents? 

The Honourable Mr. N. B. Sarker: I do not kiioiv. T must have 

notice ^ ' ' 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Was it not possible to organise an Indian 
corporation of this kind for Indian export trade? 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: May I ask which is the authority which fixes 
the price that the Corporation pays for the commodities that 5t buys? 
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TUs BonOElittlS Vz. V. B. Btticet: It buys in the open market gen¬ 
erally. 

Babu Bal^natb. Bajoxla: Is the Honourable Member satisfied that the 
activities of this Corporation do not affect prejudicially the interests of the 
Indian mercantile community? 

The Honourable Mr. N. B. Sarkar; So far I am satisfied that it is not 
working prejudicially, but we are keeping a watch over their operations. 

Babu BaijDath Bajorla: As Commerce Member or as a business man? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. Barker: As Commerce Member represent¬ 
ing business men. 

Maulvl Syed Murtuza Sahib Bahadur: Do they make profit when they 
trade with , . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member is too late 


STATEMENT LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Information promised in reply to part (b) (ii) of starred question No. C3 
ashed by Babu Baijnath Bajoria on the 24th February, 1942. 

Desihabjmty of speedy Disposal of Cases by the Railway Rates 
Advisory Committee. 

Stuttment showing the coat to the Railways' tn respect of the legal and other charges 
in connection with cases before the Railway Rates Advisory Committee. 

1938- 39 Ks. 32,460- 7 

1939- 40 lU. 29,837 - 9 

1940- 41 Be. 19,619- 4 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON TRAVELLING AND OTHER 
ALLOWANCES TO MEMBERS OF THE INDIAN LEGISLATURE. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raismui (Finance Member): Sir, with 
your permission, I would lay on the table the Report of the Committee 
appointed by this House for the purpose of considering the amendment 
of the rules governing the grant of travelling and other allowances to 
Members of the Indian Legislature. I regret that, although the instruc¬ 
tions were to report to this House not later than the 19th September, 
1942, it did not prove possible to get the Committee to meet together at 
any earlier date, and, with your permission, therefore, I would present 
this Report* now. 

Mr. Pr^flidMit ^The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Very well. The 
Honourable Member can present the Report. 

[The Report* was then presented.] 

"Printed u an Appendix to these Debstee, vide page 545. 




RESOLUTION RE COMMITTEE FOR ENQUIRY INTO THE 
ALLEGED MILITARY AND POLICE EXCESSES. 

Mr. K. 0< Meogy (Dacca Division; Non-M\ihammadan Rural): Sir, I 
move; 

“That thifl Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that a 
committee composed of nine Membeis.of this House, with a majority of non-oIRCials 
selected m consultation with the Leaders of the Parties be set up inhnediaiely to- 
enquire into the allegations of excesses committed by the military and the police 
HI dealing with the recent disturbances in the country, and to report thereon to the 
Governor General in Council’’. 

I should like, at the very outset, to make it quite clear that I do not 
in the least contest the right of the executive Government to use force in 
repelling force and in upholding law and order. Circumstances may arise 
where the executive Government may be justified even in taking the 
law into its own hands, suspend the normal rule of law and make over 
the eontrol of the internal situation of the country to the military under 
martial law. In circumstances of lesser gravity the executive Govern¬ 
ment is perfectly entitled to utilise the assistance of the military in en¬ 
forcing law and order. At the present moment, although the entire- 
country has been convulsed with acts of unheard of sabotage and violence 
martial law has not been proclaimed and the civil authorities are, at least 
in theory, functioning m the affected ureas, although to my mind the 
spirit of martial law determine!; their actions. Now, Sir, whether it is 
martial law or whether it is not, when the executive Government takes 
recourse to force, its actions are expected to be regulated by certain rules, 
which are either contained in our laws or are laid down in the department¬ 
al instructions relating to the police or the military. These rules require 
the minimum of force to be usi-d in quelling any disturbances. They 
also require a minimum of injury to person and property to be done as a 
result of such use of force. Nowhere in the civilised world can we find a 
parallel, however, to the .situation that at the present moment obtains in 
this country arising out of the Government’s action in upholding law and 
order. My time is very limited and instead of going more into these 
preiiininaries, I should like at once to come to the facts, as I take ii that 
12 N n House must be eager to know from me the reasons which 
have impelled me to occupy its' attention with such a Resolu¬ 
tion. 1 have tried to sununaiise the various charges that are brought 
against the administration in this connection, under six categories. 

The first and foremost is general pillage and arson and wanton 
damage to property by the police and the military in places, v/hether 
directly affected or not by any hooliganism. This has particularly hap¬ 
pened in many villages in Bihar and the United Provinces. 

2. Shooting at random in places not affected by any hooliganism, 
just for the purpose of creating an impression—I am borrowing a very 
well-known expression used by certain martial law authorities in the 
Punjab. [ may say that so far as this practice is concerned, this has. 
particularly happened in Calcutta. 

3. Random shooting of innocent people found in any locality _ 

by hooliganism, after the hooligans had already left the plftce, the object 
being to chastise the locality rather tlion the criminal mob which cannot 
be traced at the moment. This has happened in Delhi and in Calcutta 
as well us elsewhere. 
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4. AmbuH or shooting of non-violent crowds or individuals wdthost 
proper warning. Techni^ violation of the curfew order by ignorant and 
innocent peop& is believCi to have been pomptly met with shooting at 
sight, leading to daattt is aumy easea^ This is supposed to have occurred 
particularly m DelU. 

5. Excessive amount of force used in dispersing non-violent crowds. 

6. Merciless aasauita, psrtioula^ whipping, Insults and indignities on 
all and sundry on the same principles that actuate the collective fine. In 
some cases, whipping and otmr kinds of aasaults are reported to have led 
•to death. 

It will not be posaible for me during the time at my disposal to give 
typical instances in support of all these various categories of excesses 
which I have tried to summarise under thpse heads, and I very much 
’hope that it will be possible for some of my friends who will speak after 
me to supplement my observations • I am particularly anxious that my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi, who, as the President of the Civil Liberties 
Union in Bombay, had occasion to conduct an inquiry into some of these 
allegations, will have an opportunity of speaking. 1 am also very anxious 
- that my Honourable friend, Mr. Deshmukh, will have an opportunity of 
•dealing with the situation that has, prevailed in the Central Provinces for 
some time. I am also anxious that my friend, Mr. Chattopadhyaya, 
will have the opportunity of dealing with many specific instances that have 
'been reported to us from Calcutta, instances supported by signed and 
verified statements of the people who have suffered. 

Sir, I do not think I can do better than begin with the province of my 
Honourable friend, the Law Member, who, I understand, is going to 
reply to the debate'on behalf dt Government. I was particularly touched 
the other day when he referred to the distress from which Bihar was 
suffering: imd njay T tell him in all sincerity that my heart goes out to 
him in sympathy for all that Bihar is suffering, not merely at the hands 
<5f hooligans but also at the hands of the military and the police. 

Sir, in dealing with this part of iny subject I have the high testimony 
of a very ^respected citizen of Bihar, a man who is held in high esteem 
and who js an Honourable Member of the Council of State, and I have 
Lhu advantage of having a copy of the speech which this Honourable 
geutleman delivered yesterday In the Council of St.ite, and I will with 
your permission extract just a few sentences from his speech to describe 
what the position now is in Bihar. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Six Abdur Eahim)- Tt is not Pnrlia- 
mojilary etiquette for an PEonourablc Member to reproduce speeches 
mado in another place. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: This is a very serious matter. . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim)- Tlic Honourable 
Member pan incorporate that as part of hia own speech. 

Mr. K. 0, Neogy; This gentleman, in his capacity as the, district 
leader of the National Wax Front Movement, had occasion to visit some 
of the affected villages in; the district pf Muzaffarpur to which he belcaigs. 
•and- in the course of Ms tours, in the company of the ■ Chairman of the 
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D.stric'fc Board ot ' luzalTarp'ir .nid tlie Socrotary of (he National War 
Front Movement,^ he saw sights whioh he says would haunt him to his 
dying day,— sights not due to the action of hooligans but sights resulting 
front the w anton acts of damage, loot and arsoir \vhi_ch w4re indulged in 
by tlie police and the military. Kc say's: , 

“Troops and police weie Ic' loo^e on (lie country side, anJ in the course or my 
tours m the villages as a loader of the Mational Wat;. Front for my native district, 

I had reports made to me o( the oppiession of the police.an(i of the troops, of 
vandalism, of wanton de^tiuclion .iiid loot of private property, p; whole 'illagcB. 
burnt, of I'Atoition of monpy bn iHieat of arrett and in somi' cases of actual physical 
torture . . . what the.c eve- ol ninie h.ivc ‘.epn in the villairps ; all wpalthy shops 
in the bazaar looted entnc villa 'ps biiint iiat by the mob but by the soldiers and ly 
the police and I must’confess (hat the'e sights woiifd haiiiit iVie to my dying day’’ 

Sir, 1 should not hkd to dwell any further on this particular picture. 
It will be for the Honourable Members to read his speech in the proceed¬ 
ings of the Council of State May [ appeal to my Honourable friend, the 
Law Member, to inquire from his friends in Bihar as to whether these 
account? are in any way exaggerated. I have cited as high an authority 
as was po'.sible .'‘or me in the circumstances in which we are placed to¬ 
day. There is a complete black out cf news and we have to depend upon 
what glimpses we get trom here and there in support of our coni 
tention before this House. 

Now, Sir, the next document to which I will refer is a notice under 
section St'.of the Civil Piocedure Code, which a zamindar in the district of 
Chariipur has served on the Government of India and on the Government 
of the United Provincea, claiming damages 'or wanton destruction of pro¬ 
perty committed by the military and the police in his village, I have 
cot a comjilete copy of the notice in my hand. He first of all gives his 
own iiodigree of -loyalty. He mentions what his grandfather did and how 
his services were rewarded, what is the amount of income-tax that he 
pays, and finally, this is not without some amount of grim humour, he 
reproduces a certificate that was awarded to him only in the year 1933 in 
recognition of his meritorious services in connection with the putting 
dow'u ot tlie C'vil disobedience movement. Now, the House will soon 
>real.se wtiar has happened to him, .n spite of all his faithful and highly 
ajqireciuled service? He adds that he is an Honorary Magistrate. Now. 
Sir, 1 come to the most important portion of this notice. He says: 

“On the 26th Auguiit, 1942, at abuut 3 pm. my Manager sent n man to me and 
through the m ssage of my Manager I came to know that four European aoldiera- 
accompanied in about 150 imlitaiv ir. ui armed with rifles and along with the Sub- 
Inspector, Nandganj Police Station, came to my village in the afternoon of tho- 
24th August and asked all the male members of my village including my Manager 
and servants to leave the village and file on kutcha road, which passed through the 
village, on pmn of being shot at The male members including children came out of 
the village and sat on the kvtcha road Thereafter, the four European soldiers along 
with the military men entered the villane leaving a few military men to guard the 
villagers fitting on the road In the village the women were asked to come out of 
the house on threat of being shot at should theV refuse to do so. “When the women 
came out the soldier.s deprived them^ of nil their ornaments which they were putting- 
on their perron and after that thevViided in the houses and looted cash, jeweller/, 
ornaments, clock, pic Thev also raided mv house. The Sun-Inspector warned the 
European soldiers that the honse b'*1''n(rs to an Honorary Magistrate who was a loyal 
British .snbieet biit^the European soMiers asked the Siib-Inspector to shut up. They 
then looted mv house and hroke .'on-o of the valuable furniture and articles. That 
I have been put to a loss of Rs. 30.405-7-3 approximately as detailed hereunder onr 
account of the acts of vandalism committed by the said soldiers.*’ 
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I do not want to mention the details. Now comes something which, 

I thiuk, \vould not rouse the House into any hilarity: 

“That the soldiers removed the clothings from the houses of the villages ohtSido 
the houses and set them on lire and tui},ner set fire to 20 houses of my tenants in 

addituiii to several straw thatched houses in the village. 

That after having looted iny house and the houses ,of my tenants the soldiers 

cairio back on the load and as.ved all chiltlieil below the age of 12 and to go out of 

the hue ot the people sitting on the toad. After tins oider was complied with the 
adult persons sitting on the load weic a..kod to sit like frogs aftei undressing them- 
aelviss including my Managei. Tuep had to obey the oidei on point of rifles 

That, thcieafter, a bamboo stick was split up into few parts and five stripes were 
seveieiy lullictcd on the nak>.d back ot oath ot the villager so sitting including my 
poor Manager who was throughout piotcsting that he was a .servant of a loyal 
Zammdar and of ap Honoraiy Magi.strate The condition of all these persons have 
become very stnous and they will n akc their separate representation in due course if 
they so desire 

That one of my peons who was protesting was tied to a tree and mercilessly beaten 
with 30 stripes and was later on taken Under arrest along with three other villagers. 

That no public property is situate near my village and that nons was injured by 
the ii'i-uhnls ot my village.’’ 

As the ornaments belonged to his wife and daughter they ioo have 
joined in the service of notice on the Government, and perhaps they will 
join him in the subsequent suit. This is a typical case, and I hold m my 
hand a bundle of papers giving very great details regarding some outrages 
perpetrated by the soldiers and the police in the districts of Ballia, 
Gouuvlipur. A/.iurii.irh imd J.uinpur Ti'cse papers give a summary of 
the various acts of tyranny and torture which the police and the military 
practised on the villagers l>i one paper they give, village by village, the 
names. 

Mr. 0. 0. Miller (Bengal- European): Are they all signed’.' 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: They are not signed but they have been sent to 
me by a party in whose integntv I liave every confidence. They give 
in very great detail the names and the nature of the damages caused, 
articles looted, and the houses that were burnt down. If the Govern¬ 
ment are at all anxious to find out the truth about these matters, I would 
be very happy to hand over these papers to the Honourable the La-w 
Member, 

Before I leave the United Provinces, I should like to dwell for a few 
minutes on the situation in Cawnpore. Cawnpore, the House will realise, 
v.'as one of the districts which were not affected by these disturbances t<> 
the same extent as the eastern districts of the United Provinces. What I 
am referring to is the correspondence which passed between the Merchants’^ 
Chamber uf the^United Provinces and the District authorities. 

Now, Sir, this is a letter addressed to the District Magistrate from 
the Merchants’ Chamber dated the 17th August, in which they refer to 
indiscriminate beating, assaults and arrest of merchants made at Cawnpore, 
particularly in the Naraingunj market. I am afraid I have no time to 
go into these details, but again, I make ap offer to the Govemmelnt that 
I will be prepared to place these papers in, their hands if they would 
be BO pleased as to order an inquiry into the very grave allegations made 
by no less a body than the Merchants’ Chamber of the Unit^ Provinces. 
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There another letter dated the 24th August in which they say: 

“It has further come to the notice of the Chamber that people without any consi¬ 
deration for their respectability have been arrested, insulted and beaten m their own 
houses and in the absence of male members of the house, the ladies haVe been insulted 
and subjected to misbehaviour by the police.” 

Then, again, take the letter frona the Secretary, Hindu Sangh, 
(Jawnpore, dated the 14th August. He says: 

“Apart from the frequent and indiscriminate arrests, the police has resorted to 
breaking open the doors of houses, m the absence of male members, terrorising the 
women-tolk and smashing and throwing all the belongings and removing the valuables 
of the houses.” 

Sir, there are certain true copies of statements made by the people who 
have been affected by tljis sort of behavioiu’ of the police, but I have no 
time. I should, however, like only to refer to the statement made by 
Mr. Onkar Prasad Saxena, who is a Government employee, being employed 
m the Laboratory Office of the Ordnance Laboratories. H& says: 

“They ran amock in the whole house, smashed the gramphone, damaged our lladio, 
and hurled our utansils down on the road. Crockery, glassware, photos and 
£. P. N. S. calendars met the same fate, and as if it was not enough they further 
proceeded to abuse and kick the ladies who stood aghast, trembling with fear .... 
Thay also relieved us of our cash amounting to R«. 210 and jewdlery worth about 

1,500, a loss of roughly Rs. 5,000 .When I had gone to lodge a report 

in thu Collectorganj Thaiia the policeman there declined to write anything about it.” 

Sir, my time is passing. I have now to content myself by giving very 
briefly the facts regarding a few other Provinces. When I come to 
Madras, I should like to read out the published resolution of the Majura 
Municipal Council which was adopted on the 19th of August. In this resolu¬ 
tion, whicn was passed without any dissentient voice, the Municipal 
Council strongly condemned the shooting of innocent persons without 
warning on the pretext of the curfew order. This is one typical sample 
which I can give regarding the atrocities committed by the police. 

Now, Sir, 1 should like very briefly to deal with the situation that pre¬ 
vailed in Calcutta. The House is aware that many of the Calcutta news¬ 
papers suspended their publication as a protest against the interference 
by the censoring authontucs with the publication of news depicting the 
true situation in thai. city. And in an article which appeared in the 
Statesman, dated Delhi, I’riduy, the 2l8t August, headed ‘‘Newspapers 
in suspense”, we find the following rather significant observations: 

“Gov(Jiii2iit*nt HI Bengal should also attend without loss of tune to statements made 
and rejjeated in eertam quarters about events in Calcutta. Wliethei true oi' false 
thej cannot faUdy be ignored For i/.iut of a reply from Government the jniblic is 
believini' the woi'.tt.” 

No repiy came to this from the Government, and the public has all 
along iKdicvcd the worst and thi public are tonW!m-cd that the worst is 
ically what aciually happened My Honourable friend. Sir Abdul Halim 
(Ihnznavi, whose absence today I very much deplore, gave his personal 
t( siimoiiy as regards thh indiscrimiimte shooting that took place in Calcutta 
to wliich lie was a personal witness. I am now speaking in the presence of 
iny ITonourable Leader, Dr. P. N. Banerjea, who has also some personal 
cxjx'ricnce of shooting ,which va’us indulged in m a locality, twenty-four hours 
after the act of hooliganism was committed there. After twenty-four hours 
of the happening, the police came on the scene and shot down people at 
random creating panic in the locality and then the police went away. This 
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matter was debated in the Calcutta Corporation itself and they adopted 
a resolution condemning nil these outrages. The House should remember 
that the Calcutta Corporation does not en|oy any privilege which the 
Legislature enjoys, and any statement which any member of tho Corpora¬ 
tion makes there must have been uttered with the utmost caution. I am 
going to cjuotc just a few words from the speech delivered bv a very promi¬ 
nent Barrister, who may not be unknown to tome of my Honourable 
friends of thy Eurojiean Group, especially my Honourable friend, Sir F. E. 
James. 1 am referring to Mr. N C. Chatterjea. He said: 

"I openly declare from my place in this House that if this policy of frightfulness 
which has lieeri pursued in Calcutta had been pursued iii the City of London, the 
Head of the Metropolitan Police would have been lynched.” 

Then ho gave several instances about which he had satisfied himselL 
particularly one in which a boy of seven was killed. He waj standing on 
the ledge of his house in ,a lane. A sergeant entered the lane and shot 
him. That lane was not the scene of any hooliganism or disturbance and 
yet the sergeant rushed into that lane and shot dead that little boy, and 
got away after committing this act of great bravery. 

I would make a passing reference to Bombay. I find that as many 
as 34 Commercial Associations led by the Indian Mierchants' Chamber 
passed certain resolutions on Monday the 17th August “condemning tiho 
repressive measures taking the form of the police and the military com¬ 
pelling t'le householders and merchants who-were at their places of busi¬ 
ness, and also passers-by to clean the streets of obstacles and debris littered 
there, and effecting arrests from residential houses, shops and padhia even 
of business people who were not implicated in the disturbances and who. 
were entirely innocent”. The resolution continues: “This meeting 
regrets that several businessmen and their employees while engaged in 
their usual vocations have been beaten and arrested.” 

I should particularly like to refer in this connection to an observation 
which was made in the Bombay Chroniclo under the heading ‘‘Stop such 
Humiliation”: 

“We welcome the assurance that law and order will be maintained.' Wo presimu, 
however, that this does not mean that the police and troops have been given a carte 
blanche to adopt methods which are intended to humiliate innocent and respectable 
citiaens. Most of the Bombay papers have carried tho story of residents, . . . 

(Thie it not the only paper in which this story appeared) "Most of the Bombay 
papers have carried the story of residents of and p^sers-by in certain localities being, 
compelled to sweep the steerts! Some Members of onr staff have personally witnessed 
such incidents, when even ladies were asked to sweep the street at the point of the 
gun.”: 

This sweeping of stroets appears to be a sort of special technique in 
putting down lawlessness because, we find this headline in the Searchlight, 
dated the 16th August, 1942; 

"Peoplo forced to do work of road clearing”.— This relates to Patna and this it 
what it says —''People in different mohaOas —even respectable people of high position 
and status—are being dragged hnt of their houses and forced to do the irork of 
cleaning the obstructions on the roads. And on refusing or hesitatmg to obey the- 
orders .they are severely dealt with and even, given good thrashing. This 
xttomiag.” 
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I particularly draw the attention of the Honourable the Law Member 
to the following; 

"'I’hi.s nu)ining, Babu Nawal Kishoie Pia.sad No 1, oiio of the senior jrieiiib"iw 
of the Tatzia B.ir, who is the PicMdeiit of the District Hiiulu .Sabha ami ihi- V’^uo- 
President of the Provincial Hindu Saldni and who is one of the veiy piomiiii'iit and 
icspecl.ddo citiyi'ins _of the town, wlule out toi las inoining walk, on the Kad.'inkiin 
load was suddenly caught hold ol and oideied to clean the load”.— Th&n, —“Dr. 
Daniodar Piasrid, M li.H 8, a well known ni°dical piac titinner of the town is leporled 
to have been dragged out of his .suk bed on the upper storey of the Centra Medual 
Hall and taken up to the Patna Collegiate school fjiohahly for tile same pinpo^e of 
doing tile woik of Cleaning and wa.s gueii a severe blow on Ins head which caii-sed a 
deep wound in hi.s .skull from whirh blood oozed out piofii.sely ’— Agam ,— ‘‘.MhiiIvi 
Shiikai'ullah, a prominent Rfokhtai-, also it is lepoited was dragged out of his house 
and given a seveic blow.” 

Now, Sir, in close juxtaposition to this column appears an interesting, 
but speculative, item of news under rather a mischievous headline “Mr. 
Aney to resign". No, Mr. Editor, Mr. Aney is engaged, in the most 
important work of saving the prestige of Mahratta Knights. 1 do not 
think I have any more time to go into more details of this character. 

The Homcurable Sir Sultan Ahmed (Law Member;: Will the 
Honourable Member please repeat his last remarks. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: 1 was saying that in the Searchlight of August 16, 
1942, an item of news appeared under the rather mischievous headline 
“Mr. Aney to resign’’ and this item of news appears in close juxtaposi¬ 
tion to the other item of news to the effect that people were forced to do 
work 'of ro^d clearing. And I observed that the Honourable Mr. Aney is 
now engaged in the most responsible and grateful task of safeguarding 
the honour of Mahratta Knights. 

Sir, 1 have asked for a Committee of enquiry and I understand that the 
Oovemment are in no mood to concede this demand. 1 must say that 
I was not quite unprepared for this attitude because already we have 
communiques issued by the Governments of the Central Provinces and of 
•the United Provinces firmly taking their stand on this point and stating 
that, in the case of the Central Provimes Government they have no inten¬ 
tion of holding a judicial or any other enquiry into the measures which 
have so far been taken to restore order and that any such measure would 
jiily tend to affect the morale of the forces employed to counter the dis¬ 
turbances. I have already given to the House an idea of the technique 
which they adopt, to counter these disturbances. The Central Provinces 
Government have gone one better. They have refused permission to the 
High Court Bar Association to hold a non-otlicial enquiry in regard to the 
police excesses which they wanted to hold. 

In the case of the United Piovinccs Government, they say that “The 
morale of the police is high,’’—of course, it is high as you have already 
seen from the various instances to which I have drawn attention of the 
House—“the Inspector General of Police has given them the watchword 
‘Guard the people’.’’ We know how they have been guarding the people, 
incidentally enriching themselves and burning down the property belonging 
to people. In order to avoid any possibility of misunderstanding, the 
United Pmvinoes communique says that the TTnited Provinces Goveniment 
wishes to make it quite clear that no public enquiry will''be held into the 
incidents arising from the disturbances. 
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Mr. Presideut (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim); The Honourable 
Member lias exceeded his time limit. 

Mr. K. 0. Noogy: Now, Sir, the only conclusion to '.vh cli one can 
come to from these communiques is that the acts to which I have drawn 
attention have been deliberate'y done, and the same policy has been pur¬ 
sued everywhere with the full knowledge, and concurrence of these pro¬ 
vincial administrations. If anything, those declarations made by the two 
ProviiK lal (iovornments are a direct encouragement to the police and the 
military to continue these outrages, these acts of vandalism which the 
police and the military have been perpetrating on innocent people. If 
anything. <^his is likely to ageravate the situation beyond measure. I 
have no desire at all to say anything, or ask the Government to do any¬ 
thing, which will in any way weaken their hands in regard to any legiti¬ 
mate use of force which may be required for the purpose of meeting the 
situation. But I should like to warn the Government that they have 
already allowed the situation to get out of their hands, and it is high 
time that they sought to control their unruly hordes which were let loose 
on innocent people. 

Mr. President (I’ho Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): Eesolution moved 

"That this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that a 
committee composed of nine Members of this House, with a majority of non-oflicials 
selected in consultation with the Loaders of the Partie-s be set up immediately to 
enquire into the allegations of excesses committed by the military and the police 
in dealing with the recent disturbances in the country, and to report thereon to the 
Governor General in Council”. 

There are fi\'e amendments to be moved. The first is in the name ol 
Babu Baijnatli Bajoria. 

Babu Baijnath Bajoria (Marwari Association; Indian Commerce); Sir, 

I move 

"That for the original Resolution the following be substituted . 

‘That this Assembly, while strongly condemning acts of murder, sabotage, arson, 
loot and other forms or vislence committi.d by unruly mobs and hooligans 
in the country which have caused serious destruction and loss of life 
! and property and while supporting Government in all legitimate measures 
taken or to be taken to suppress suhe more violence and restore law and 
order,.’. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Noininatcd Non-Official): Sir, I rise, to a point ol 
order. The original Eesolution is that the allegations of excesses com¬ 
mitted by the militari and the police in dealing ivith the recent disturbances 
be enquired into, but the amendment which Babu Baijnath Bajoria is 
moving condemns the violent acts of the people . ... 

Mr. President (They Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): This is only a 
preface, I understand.' 

Mr. N. M. Joshi; Well, Sir. I understand in the preface he is com¬ 
mitting the Begisl.ature to condemn. 

M?. Presiident (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): The substapee is 
the same. It is perfectly in order. ' ' ^ 
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Babu Baijnath Bajoria: 

“ . , . . emphatically condemns the use of excessive force and frequent 
firing which have resulted m the deaths of and injury to innumerable innocent iieisona 
inoludiJg \\^omen and children and ictomrnenda to the Governor General in (’ouiicil 
that all coiniiiaints about exfosses eoinmiUca by the polite and the inilitaiy in 
quelllug these disturbances should be investigated by judicial tribunals to be 
establishctl m all the Provinces foi the purpose and those found guilty be suitably 
111(1 eoiuhgtily punished.” 

Mr. President (Tho TIonomnlilc; Sir Abdur Eahiin) • Amendment moved- 
“I'hat for the original Kesolution the following he substituted 

‘That tins Assembly, while stiongly condeiniung acts of inuidel,sabotage, arson, 
loot and otliei loiins ot \ioleiice eomuiiUed by unruly mobs and Hooligans- 
in the countiy which have caused senous destruction and loss oc me 
and property and while suppoiting (Jovernment in all legitimate measuies 
lahcii or to be taken to suppress such mob violence and restore law and 
oidei, emphatically condtemns the use of excessive foice and Iroijnent 
firing whi^ have resulted in the deaths of and injury to innumcrabla- 
miiocent persons including women and children and racommends to tha 
Governor General in Council that all complaints about excesses committed 
by the police and the militaiy in quelang these disturbances should be 
investigated by judicial tribunals to be established in all the Provinces 
lor the purpose and those found guilty be suitably and condignly 
punished’ ” • 

The next one is in the nuuie of Pundit Nilukantha Das. This uinend- 
ment is exactly llio same. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das (Orissa Division: Non-Muhammadan): It is- 
No. 4, overleaf, which 1 want to move. 

Mr. Fresidont (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): I am talking about 
amendment No- 2'; it is the same as No. 1, and, therefore, it cannot be 
moved. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das: Sir, I am not moving No. 2. 

M" President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The next one, No.. 

3 is appareni-lv outOdc the scope of this Besolutlon; it is not relevant to 
the Besolution. The Honourable Member wants that the Government 
should not put any more ban on any unofficial enquuries that might be- 
made. Is that not the object of this amendment? 

Mr Gksvind V. Deshmnkh (Nagpur Division ; Non-Muhammadan): The 
object'of the original Resolution is that an enquiry should be made into- 
the excesses ... * 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The Resolution 
wants an enquirv to be instituted bv the Government. The Honourable 
Member’s amendment is that the Government should place no ban on 
anv enquiries that may be made by anybody. - It is not relevant to the 
resolution moved Bui if the House agrees, and if the Government have 
m objection, that can be moved as a substantive Resolution after Mr 
Neogy’s Besolution and the amendments have been disposed of. But it 
is not relevant to this Besolution. 

Tlien there is another amendment in the name of Pandit Nilakant^ 
Das. Is it not substantially tjie same as Babu Baijnath amena- 

uieni ? 
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Pandit Nilakantha Das: It is not exuctly^the same. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur liabitn) • But it is sub- 
slciiitiall', tie; same. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das: sir, tins amendmtiit asks for tribunals con¬ 
sisting of high judknal officers for investigating into the well supijorted 
allegatioi s of the use of excessive force. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim); Ver) well, the 
Honourable Member can move his amendment. 


Pandit Nilakantha Das: Sir, 1 move: 

“Tha*. foi the ouginal Reaotution the following be suostituted 

‘That while severely condemning all acts of violence and sabotage resulting lu 
serious loss of life and destruction of property, and while iecogai.5nig 
that it IS the duty of the Government to restore law and order and 
pievent the breach of public peace and to use legitimate force tor that 
purpose, this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council 
that with a view to ensure public confidence in the Government measures, 
immediate and effective steps be taken for the investigation of well 
supported allegations of the use of e^pccssivo force by tribunals coususting 
of high judicial officers, and that those found guilty thereof be suitably 
and condignly punished’.” 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur liahim): Amendment moved 

‘‘That for the original Resolution the following be substituted : 

‘That while severely condemning all acts of violence and sabotage resulting in 
serious loss of life and destruction of property, and while recognuing. 
thai it IB the duty of the Government to restore law and order and 
prevent the breach of public peace and to use legitimate force for that 
purpose, this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council 
that with a view to ensure public confidence in the Govermnent measures, 
immediate and effective steps be taken for the investigation of well, 
supported allegations of the use of excessive force by tribunals consisting 
of high judicial officers, and that those found guilty thereof be suitably 
aiid condignly punished’.” 


The ne.vt amendment is in the name of Dr. Ziauddin. Are you 
moving.’ 


Dt. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: Mu¬ 
hammadan Rural): Yes, Sir. My object is to widen the scope of enquiry. 
Sir, I move. 

“(1) That after the words ‘enquire into’ the following be inserted : 


‘the nature of organization leading to dislocation of communication, murder 
loot and forcible'extortion of money under the threat of murder, the- 
allegation that some factory owners helped hooligans by deliberately 
turning out their labourers after paying their full wages and’, 


(2) that after the word ‘country’ the words ‘in a manner that may not benefit the- 
enemies’ be inserted.” 


Mr« PrMident (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Will the Honourable- 
Member read out the Resolution as amended? 
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Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: It will read thus: 

“'That this Ahsembly recommends (o the Governor General in Council that a 
coinmitLee com[)osed ot nine Metnbt'i’b of this House, with a majority of nou-onicials 
selected in consultation with the Leaders of the Parties be set up immediately to 
eiHjiiiie iiiiO ihe natiiie ot oigain/atioii leading to dislocation of communication, 
muidei, lout and toicihle e\toiti()ii of money under the threat of murder, the allegation 
UidL some lactory owners helped hooligans by dehbeiately turning out their lahouiei’S 
alt 1 pairing their full wages and.* 

' Dr. jp. N. Danerjea (('alcuttn Suburbs: Non-Muhanimadan Urban)- 
it ici entirely out of order. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: 

“ ... the allegations ot exce.sses committed by the inilitaiy and the police 

in dealing with the recent dislnih.inces in the country in ,i manner that may not 

benedit the enemies, and to lejiort theieon to the Governor General in Council " 

Mr. President (Tho Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I will simply epad 
• out the anK’ndment now. Amendment moved: 

“(i) That after the words ‘enquue into’ the following be inserted : 

‘the nature of organization loading to dislocation of communication, murder, 

loot and foicible c.vtoition of money under the threat of murdei’, the 

allegation that some f.ictory owners helped hooligans , by deliberately 
turning out their labouieis after paying their full wages and’, 

(2) that after the word ‘country’ the words ‘in a mamier that may not benefit the 
I enemies’ be inserted.” 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: Mr. Rresidbnt, my Honourable friend, Mr. Neogy, 
has rendeiod great jiublic service by bringing forward this Resolution before 
this House. Sir, hi'fore 1 deal with the subject matter of this Resolution, 

I would lil:e to say a few words on the amendment moved by my Honour¬ 
able friend Mr, Bajoria. 

Babu Baijnath Bajoria: Sir, T think it would not be fair for him to 
■comment on my amendment until I have had an opportunity .... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ■ Why not ? Not 
■ only the Resolution but the amendments also are under discussion. 

Mr. N. M, Joshi: W'hen T spoke on the motion of the Leader of the 
House regarding the present situation, I said that I would not deal with 
th’s aspect of the situution at that time as I would get another opportunity 
to deal with it. T simply contented myself by saying at that time that 
the policy of the Government of India in arresting a large number of 
la.-ulei-s of the Congie.sb resulted in great disasters. The disasters which 
T referrofl to at that time were the spontaneous violent as well as non¬ 
violent protects on hehalt of the public and the Government’s action regard¬ 
ing them. I have no desire to say. Sir, that there was no premeditated 
violence at all. There may have been some attempts at tampering with 
communications and other methods of sabotage. But, Sir, J have no doubt 
in mv mind that the large bulk of the protests, though violent in some 
eases, from tlte people against the action of Government, was spontaneous. 
Sir, let ire make, it quite clear that I do not approve violence either by 
Government or by the people, and, personally, I also feel that violent 
methods are not even effective whfen used against a well-established and 
•well-armed Government. But, Sir, I cannot absolve the Government of 
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India from their responsibility for the violence that has taken place m the 
'Country on account of the wrong policy which they followed in arresting 
the lead-'v,- of the Congress. It has appeared from the speeches ot the 
represcailalivc'S of Government that nothing has happened between the 
resolution passed by the All-India Congress Committee at Bornbav and 
the violence Ihal has taken place. The Government should have Imown 
■that the arrest of the leaders of the Congress had intervened between the 
resolution of the All-Tndia Congirss Comrnlittee and the violenct! J 
thought that the Members of the Governrpent of India are honest. They 
would Iheinselve? admit that the arrest of the Congress leaders, at least 
to soir.e extent, led to the violent protests by the people Sir, T do not 
visi to deal with this aspect of the question which was introduced in 
today's discussion by the amendment of my friend, Mr. Bajoria 

Now, I shall deal with the question dealt with m the main liesokitioii 
introduc.'d by my friend, Mr. Neogy. Sir, Mr. Neogy has placed before 
the House a number of particular instances of the excesses committed by 
the police and the military in various parts of the country. He referred 
to certain investigations made m Bombay, by the Bombay Civil Liberties 
Union of which I iiappen to be the Chairman. Sir, the Bombay, Civil 
Liberties Union sometime ago, after the Government had initiated their 
policy of arresting the leaders of the Congress and after the violent protest.? 
"by the people, requested the "Vice-President of the Bombay Civil Liberties 
Union, a gentleman who is an experienced solicitor in Bombay, to make an 
-enquiry into some of the cases; and from the enquiries made by the Vice- 
President of th} Bombay Civil Liberties Union I have no doubt in my 
mind that m Bornbav, too, cases of different kinds of excesses described 
by my Honourable friend, Mr. Neogy, have taken place. He has already 
mentioned that people were forked at the point of the bayonet to sweep 
the roads of the debris. We have also found out instances of unjustifiable 
firing; firing not only on the crowd, but shooting at persons who v/ere 
not in the crowd. Dc Jewaraj Mehta, who is a very distinguished doctor 
in Bornbav. and the head of a big hospital and medical college in Bombay, 
had published that a boy, who was not in the midst of a crowd, and whose 
-only fault was that he said "Qandhi Maharaj hi Jai”, was shot at in cold 
blood. S.r, people were dragged out of their rooms—people who had not 
gone out of their houses at all in the crowd—ahd lathi-charged and very 
severely handled by the police. 

Sir, besides this result of the enquiry made by the Bombay Civil Liber¬ 
ties Union, I have also got'information regarding some cases. One of 
these cases has happened in the district of Kaira. Some students were 
going about) villages preaching what they call ‘satyagraha’. After finish¬ 
ing preaching ‘satyagraha’ they were going to take a train at some railw-av 
station in the Kaira district The, police party which was hunting these 
boys, alighted from the train which these people were going to catch, and 
marchi'd towards them. The leader of the boys told the officer in charge 
of the police party that they were satyagrahis and if the police wanted 
t.o arrest/ them they were ready to be arrested; there would be no opposi¬ 
tion to the arrest. In spite of this willingness of being arrested peacefully, 
the police fired on these students. Three of them were killed and a large 
number of thorn were wounded. Not only that, after firing on these boys 
the police prevented help being given to the wounded by way of 
water. The wounded felt thirsty. People in the village 'ifranted to give 
ithem water; they were prevented from giving water to the wounded. 
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riifc! railwsiy stuff out of pity wanted to give water to the wounded; they 
were picventod fi’Oiii doing so. J do not think 1 shall find time to describe 
the whole incident. 

Then tliei'e wa.s another incident which has come to my notice, that 
had (ukeii place in the district ot Meerut. The manager ol the Uaiidtu 
Abliraiti 111 Meerut went to a village called Jiliaiivvori and some titty or 
sixty people gatJiered round luin. A police party came to the^villags and 
started bayoneting tins ciowd ot people who were absolutely peaceful. 
When some people lu the crowd began to retaliate against this bayonet 
attack, the police tired; and again three or lour people were killed. Tins 
is not the wlmlc story. The police found that this manager of the Gandhi 
Ashram, whose name is Ham Sarup Sarnia, was nob among the killed nor 
even among the wounded. Therelore, one policeman said that' the chief 
oulprit has escaped and w'e must shoot him. Ue was thrice shot *aird 
ultnnalely killed 

1 shall gue only one more instance and stop this narration of stories 
of excesses by the police and military. There is a small towm culled 
Nandarbar in the Dhulia district of the Bombay Presidency. On the 9th, 
when the students heard about the arrests of the leaders they took out a 
procession. These students can only be very small children because in 
Nandurbar there is no college and there could therefore be no grown up> 
'students. Wh'le the procession was marching, the police sub-inspector was 
hit eitlier by some stone or by something else by a person whom the people 
in Nandurbar knew as being an enemy of this police sub-inspector. The 
police sub-inspector, who was hit, got angry and instead of catching hold 
of his assailant and punishing him, he fired on these school children: three 
or four of them were again killed. I 

I do n-'C wish to add to the lists which either my friend, Mr, Neogy, has 
given or the small list which 1 have given. The point to be considered 
is this that we want an inquiry into the* excesses. I am quite sure 
that even thj Government of India will not say that in attempting to put 
down these disturbances 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; The Honourable- 
Member has got one minute more to conclude his speech. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: The Government of India themselves will not say that 
there was no likelihood of excesses. The Honourable the Home Member 
said in his speech the other day that if there were any cases of excesses 
or injustice, they siiould be brought to the notice of the Provincial Govern¬ 
ments or of the military authorities who, in the opinion of the Government 
of India, would do justice. We do not think that either the Provincial 
Governmentt' or the military authorities or even the Government of Indian 
would do justice. The Provincial Oovertainents themselves announced 
beforehand that there would be no public inquiiy, and by making that 
announoemeiit they gave direct encouragement to some of the excesses 
committed by the' police and the military. I would also say this, that, 
the Government.of India by giving full freedom to Provincial Governments 
and to local authorities themselves encouraged the commission of some 
of the excesses which have been described and which hav taken place hr 
all parts of the country on many occasions. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim;) The Honourahlo^ 
Member’? time is up. 
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Mr. N. M. Joshi: 1 feel, therefore, that the Government of India should 
.accept this challenge by the Assembly for the finding out of the truth. 
If the officers of the Government of India had done nothing wrong, the 
committee will declare them not guilty; but if they have done wrong, the 
•committee will find them guilty. I do not know whether the police or 
military officers will be punished or not; but 1 am afraid that the highest 
authorities responsible for the commission of these excesses by the police 
.and military, namely, the Provincial Government* and the Government of^ 
India may escape the consequences of even the decision of these Committees 
against the.n. Sir, 1 support the Resolution moved by Mr. Neogy, 

Six r. t. James (M.adra.s; European): Sir, my Honourable friend, Mr. 
Joshi, spoke of the moven ent which has led to the present disturbarmes 
as a spontaneous protest I lake leave to differ from his interpretation 
of the position and would suggest to him that the evidence is overwhelming 
that this movement is uot a spontaneous movement but is a well-directed 
attempt at revolution by force. In any case, if the movement grew out of 
.some spontaneous desire to express a political wish, how is it that that 
spontaneity has continued for over six weeks? My Honourable friend 
further spoke as President of the Civil Liberties Union of Bombay, He 
spoke on oehalc of civil liberties; may I ask him, whose civil liberties? 

Mr. N. M. Joflhi: The people’s. 

Sir F. E. James: He says the civil liberties of the people;'and vhat 
about the civil liberties of those people for whom he stands, which were 
interfered with by the very movement which he has refrained from condemn¬ 
ing ? What about the civil liberties of those who cannot get food because 
of tlie interruiuion of communications?. . . . 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Mr, Neogy condemned those things. 

Sir P. E. James: My Honourable friend is not aware that I am referring 
to Mr Joahi’s speecii. What about the civil libertie.s of those inoftV.nsive 
persons, not in any way connected with any political organisation, usm^ 
no violence whatever, who liave been fired upon by the mob, who have 
been beaten to death, who have been burnt alive, what ab.-^nt rheir 6ivii 
liherf les If iny honourable friend is President of a movement to protict 
civil liberties, let me invite hini to put his vvhole energy into the piotection 
of the civil liberties of all the people in this country; and not only the civil 
liberties of one patrieular si'ction My Honourable friend, Mr. .Neogy, said 
that he w-as dealing with a Inigc number of allegations. May [ here say 
that during this Session he has proved himself to he a {last master in the 
art of making or repeating allegations, most of which have not been founded 
on any tangible fact. He said no would refer to certain bro.id classihcation-s 
—gener.al nillagw and arson, shooting at random, assault on non-violent 
crowds, excessive use of foice. All those classifications apply to thn.se who 
have begun tins rnoverueni and upon whom falls the. rospoiisiniiity for the. 
disturbances that have talcen place. Sir, it is not easy to take, an objective 
view of the situation under present circumstances There aie reasons for 
that. One reason is that the movement .which has been star tig] under the 
auspices of the Congi'css Party has indirectly—say indirectly—the sanc¬ 
tion of the Leader‘of the Congress Pnrty, .who is Mahatma Gandhi, who, 
let. it be j^dmift^d, is the idol of practically every Hindu hom®. . . . 
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Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta (Bombay Central Division. Non-Muhannna' 
dan Ituralj. No; Uiat is not true; the Hindu Mahasabha does not recognise 
him 

Sir F. E. James: May I s-.y that in most Hindu homes, wlirthcr the head 
of the home belongs to the Congress Pazty or not, you will find a jjorirait 
of Mahatma Gandhi and you will find also that portrait gariunded on all 
suitable occasions. . . . 


Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: You are quite wrong. How many houses 
have you seen? 


Sir F. E. James: Many friends of mine, who are by no means Congress- 
minded, among the Hindu community, have shown me in Lhcir own houses 
these photographs 1 make no complaint about that . . (Interruption's). 
But that is one reason Wily, at such a time as this, it will be veiy dillicult 
for many people to af<ply their minds objectively to the situation. I 
j remember that Tjoru Balfour once said of Mr. George Lansbury, 

who was 'a most attractive but sentimental pacifist, that “the 
great trouble about him was that his bleeding heart ali\ays ran away with 
his bloody fieud’’. And there is a danger that in critical times like these, 
emotion may crowd out rcasin and passion may become the enemy of 
realism. However, my Honourable friends may describe the movement 
which has been commenced under the auspices of the Congress, it is, in 
fact, a revolution by violence, which has invoked the law of the jungle, the , 
law of force, and which must be dealt with by force. 

What is it.s object? Its object is to hit the face of Great Britain; and 
yet this movement has also hit in severe measure every community m this- 
country, the Allied Nations who are helping us, and the very j'cople whom 
it IS supposed to free. 

What stands in the way of the complete success of this attempt at 
revolution by violence? I suggest that the only thing that siands in the 
way of utter chaos and civil war and continued bloodshed is the pcl.co in 
the various provinces behind whom stand the military prepared lo intervene 
when needed. And here may 1 say a word about the police? They have 
always been blamed when any excessive force is used. Who are the police? 
People of ihis country, mostly underpaid, many under-educated. If there 
is one service in the administration of India which has never been treated 
fairly, it is the police service in the employ of the various Provincial 
Governments. I suggest that it is the duty of this Government, or any 
Government which might be in power at the moment, even if it were a 
Mtislim-Congress Government, or a Congress Government or a Government 
of the Mubliin League,—it w'ould be the duty of that Government to- 
strengthen and not to weaken the forces which keep in check the great 
floods of revolution and violence which threaten to sweep away every civilised 
bulwark in this country. 

Sir, the Eesolution before this House asks for an enquiry, an enquiry,, 
be it rememberea, by non-official Members. I suggest that that is not the 
way in whiefi those who are now standing to defend authority should be 
supported. Is it right to weaken their hands just now? Is it right to make 
them doubt their stern duty? Is it right to cause them to hesitate in the 
efficient execution of their duty, however unpleasant it may be? Is it 
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righl that the fear of enquiry, the fear of blame should be caoi. ujjon them, 
—and the tear of the absence oi support? These men who iu’ve suiieivd 
lieavy casualties, who will suffer undoubtedly grave social and ccononiii* 
pressure of a very virulent hind,—^is it right that they should feel that this 
House dfJcs not staiul .lehind lliem’^ As far as we are concerned, we are of 
the opinion that my attitude on the part of this House whuh gm-s the 
police and the authorities that impression w’ould be short-sif,hted folly 
and calculated to weaken the authority of any Government both now aud 
in the days to come when Hidia gains independence 

Sir, there are some things that should be remembered, hirst of all, 
f would place the responsibility which is upon the shoulders of every iitizen 
in this country to do what he can to strengthen the hands of au1hor-ty at 
this time, for upon that sense of responsibility depends the civil liberty of 
which my Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi, has spoken. I noticed a coinplete 
absence of that point in the speech of my Honourable friend, Mr. Neogy 
Secondly, it is true, end it should be emphasised, that it is the responsi¬ 
bility of the Provincial Governments to see that, so far as it lies m their 
power, the weapons which they have to use in dealing with tins attempt 
at revolutioii by force should be used only to the extent tu which it is 
necessary, and with a modicum of force. Thirdly, all Paities in this House 
—and I can speak of my own Party—should make it a point no;- in any way 
tc be influenced in its attitude towards the political questions which loom 
large in the future, by the brutal and horrible enmes which aie now being 
perpetrated in the narne of the Congress upon the police and upon the ]'i'ople 
of this country. 

Mr. E. 0. Neogy; And in the name of the Government, upon the people. 

Sir P. E. Barnes: Finally, may I appeal to my Honourable friends, 
however much they may feel that Provincial Governments should e.\ercise 
the power which is in their hands at present, with as much care and justice 
as is possible—may I apjieal to them that one thing which is need today 
is for all Parties to stand solid and four-square behind autho'ily as con<^li 
tuted by law in this country. (Interruption by Mr. Neogy) Then' i-^ n ^ 
yet no atlernntive to that Government and until that comes, 1 world rsk 
tny Honourable friend, Mr f^’eogy, to ^tand four-square bob nJ ilu 'sc wh'., 
after all, are not, only defendi'-g civilisation in this country, out .a- O' ; - 
to remove the obstacles which have been deliberately placed by ill-disposed 
peisons in the way of the final and complete victory of the Allied Power.-, 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim): Sir Sultan Ahmed. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: I rise to a point of order. Proper Government 
reply cannot be given unless those Honourable Members w-bo wont to 
speak have spoken. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); This is not a point 
of order. It is entirely in the discretion of the Chair. I may say that T 
have often heard complaints in this House that the Government Member 
does not state his case to fhe House early enough. 

Mr. Janmadaa M. Mehta: But he must hear the other casea also. 
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Mr. President iThe Honourable Sir Abdur Babim): Tde Honourable 
Member may hold that opinion, but what the Chair has staled is the 
general feeling in the House. 

Hr. Jamnadas. M. Mehla: It is a question of right, not merely a ques¬ 
tion of feeling. Those wl o have moved amendments must ha\'6 their say 
before Government reply. 

Mr. Prssident (The Ifonourable Sir^Abdur Bahim): The Honourable 
Member knows the practice of this House that there will be u debate not 
only on the main iiwtion but on the amendments also. Simply because a 
certain Member has ^!l^en notice of an amendment, he does ne t get any 
right of priority over other Members. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das: Then what is the meaning of amendments? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): Order, order. Sir 
Sultan Ahmed. 

The Honourable Sir Sultan Ahmed: My Honourable friend, Mr. Neogy, 
.has moved hi'? Be,solution with the speech of a skilled advocate He has 
placed certain cases which have been brought to his notice in support 
of his claim for a non-ofFicial inquiry. Amendments have been tabled 
and moved which in my opinion do not widen the scope of that inquiry, 
because I respectfully submit that without going into the earlier history 
of the revolution which is taking place and is not yet over, it vvill be 
impossible to consider these stories m their true perspective. 

After the si>eech which bad been made by the Honourable the Home 
Member last week, I )ia<l lioped that no such motion will bo pursued in 
this House but my learned friend, Mr Neogy, however, has thought fit to 
move the Eesolution and at tins stage 1 should like to read a pcissage from 
the Home Member’s speech which represents the considered poliev o'' the 
Government of India, to whicli a reference was also made by my learned 
friend, Mr Neogy The Home Member said 

“It Hiiy Mich act ha.s oceiinefl .'inywhore, it )s a breach of dneipUiic with 
ivhuh the Piocuicial Governnu'P(> .uul the oflicei's in conirn^ind of their aic .is 

much cnnceireci ns any Jnernber ot the public The iiropcr loiirre in M'di 

c„ascs will le tc tirnii,' the aliocalioti'' if they alV 'veil .uithotiticatcd {this is wn/ 
nrp.iiffint) to the notice of the anlhoiitics inimodi.ildv lospoiiaiblo for the di^cifilin" 
of Ihcir forcch, .ind it can ho .I'-Minicd that if s.itisfiod, they will do what is pjopor” 

] sidntnl that this is tlie cmisidered policy of the Government of India 
iuid r, on helinlf of Government, icaffirm it today The Resolution, liow- 
e\er, h.ns to be dealt with now It ask.s for a Gommittee of th^ fTouRe to 
inquire into'the allegations of evcosises committed by the military and the 
1 olice 111 dealin-; with the recent 'hdairbnnce.s It is obvious that we will 
]ia\e to find out all the.se alb eadnijr- if the inquiry is ordered, as is asked 
for m the Bcsolutian hut 1 do hope that the House realises, as T submitted 
before, that even if these amendments had not been tabted, it will be 
impossible to understand tfie sitaiation without closely examining the other 
side of the picture in a manner which will not be prejudicial to-the public 
safety of our country, a.s ha§ been mentioned in the amendment of niv 
Honourable friend, I>r. Sir Ziauddln Ahmad. 
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Leaving aside the machinery In winch this inquiry is to take place— 
and the Government is absolutely indifferent to it—the mam question 
is whether such an inquiry is possible cr even desirable. Whether it is 
possible or net must depend upon various factors—^Firstly, the chanicter of 
the rebellion and whether normal condition has been restored, secondly, the 
(number of occasions on which fire had to lie opened and thirdly the terri¬ 
torial area over which this rebellion operated. Whether it is desirable or 
not will depend on what effect it is likely to create in those in chaige 
of law and order throughout the country. 

As regards the character of the movement, one can safely .,ay that 
every possible method of sabotage, every known method of attack on public 
property, every method of defiance of law and order, as was fully stated 
rn the House" by the Honourable the Home Member and some other 
speakers on the last occasion, was resorted to. So far as tlv^ attack on 
person was concerned, no officer of Government who tried to save human 
life or property was not the object of the attack by the mobs. As regards 
the ferocity of the crimes, nothing was considered ton brutal, and atrocities 
were committed, some of which would shock the conscience of the world. 

I will now deal with these points tteriatm. The number of occasions 
on which firing was resorted to was 239 by the police only This mimher 
does not include the firing in Bihar and Assam, as the reports have not 
been received from these provinces and the reports from the Gnited Pro¬ 
vinces and Bengal are also very, incomplete, and indeed it was bound to be 
incomplete, as disturbances are still occurring in some parts of the country 
Honourable Members must have read in the papers, only the other day. 
about the use of muzzle loading guns in an attack on a police station in 
Bihar and other serious incidents are still reported from that province 
The area whiesh was^covered by these disturbances mav be roughly stated 
to be the whole of India minus the North-West Frontier Province'and 
Sind, and practically the Punjab. Hohourable Members will, I hope, 
agree with me that on this statement alone an inquiry of the character 
which is asked for is absolutely ruled out. If an inquiry is to be held, 
the inquiry itself will take quite a year before any satisfactory result can 
be achieved by it and I, therefore, submit, that oti this statement alone the 
House will turn down the motion. 

I will now deal with the question of excesses. In order to find out 
the excesses, it will be necessary to find out what was done by the ipoba 
in different parts of the country. My Honourable friend, Sir F. E, 
James, has very rightly pointed out. that it is not enough to say a few 
words that the Members are very sorry for all that has happened but what 
is it for which this sorrow is expressed. We must know' that first before 
we find out whether any excesses have been committed. To begin with, 
I feel certain that this House is fully satisfied that the military or the 
police were not the aggressors, anywhere in India. Once that is conceded, 
■it is necessary to find out in detail, even from the incomplete information 
that lye have got, the acti'vities of the mob. Further, it is also perfectly 
clear that in every case in which firing had to be resorted to, it was when 
•something extraordinarily serious was being done by the mobs and it was 
mainly to prevent any serious sabotage or attack or to prevent extension 
•of it that firing was opened. The House last week heard from the Honour¬ 
able the Home Member the figures of the loss to person and property. 
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To complete the picture which 1 am going Bo give ;^u this afternoon» 
I will give the figures verj^ quickly’ 250 railway stations were damaged 
or destroyed. .550 Post attacked, 50 completely bunU tiud 200' 

seriously damaged. Over 3,500 instances of wire icutthig have been 
reported. 70 police stations and outposts and 85 other Oovemiftent build¬ 
ings were attticked. As regards the casualties so far reported, the police 
lost 31 killed and a very large number were injured The details have- 
not yet been reported to us. The military casualties were eleven killedi 
and 7 wounded. Amongst the mob, the number killed was 068 and the 
total number of wounded was 1,000. As some killed and wounded are 
reported to have been carried away b> the mobs, w'e may roughly take 
this figure to be well below 2,000. 

Xow, all these statements W'ere made by the Honourable the Home 
Member on the last occasion. 

1 should like to supplement this by a reference to some of the gross 
cases of murder of public officers and men. So far as these, figures are 
concerned and so far as this devastation is concerned, no inquiry i> neces¬ 
sary. All these are facts. One has only to go and see what has happened. 
But I must again premise by saying that the information so far leceived 
by us is not quite complete and I am not in a position, as I said before, 
to give the large number of injured persons. 

Now, I will give you a lew' cases and try to put them in their proper 
places as against the stories which have been placed before you by my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Neogy. In Bihar, on the 16th of August, at 
Minapur, the police station was attacked by a mob of five thousand, headed 
by Congressmen with Congress flags and armed with deadly weapons, and 
the Sub-Inspector who resisted the attack was chased, bound to a Tiillar, 
and then burnt alive. This was done by a Congress mob who had the 
emblem of the Congress with them. A number of policemen also were 
injured. The police station was destroyed, and two constables who were 
left for dead by the mob, were later taken to a hospital. At Sitamarhi, 
the Sub-Divisional Officer, a most devoted public servant, a police Inspec 
tor, one head constable and an orderly were held up in a car and murdered 
brutally. Every bit of his body was separated. At Rupauli in the district 
of Furnea a mob of about ten thousand surrounded the police station and 
hoisted the Congress flag. This w'as objected to by the Senior Insjiector 
and the other staff. They were, however, overcome and had to fly to 
their quarters and they w'ere attacked there. They manciged to resist the' 
attack from their quarters, but the Junior Sub-Inspector and the two* 
constables with him were overcome and the insurgents poured kerosene 
oil over them and burnt them alive. 

In the Central Provinces, at Ashti, a Sub-Inspector of-Police and 
four constables were murdered, the Sub-Inspector having been bcaterii 
to death wfith stones and lathis and three of the constables having been 
soaked in kerosene oil and burnt alive on the spot and the fourth who had 
been rescued- by his friends was later on caught and killed. At Chimur, 
a Circle Inspector and a comstable were burnt, and two Magistrates were 
beaten severely and the Best House in which they were still alive, was 
set on fire. In the United Provinces, in Bihar and the Central Provinces 
and also in other parts of the country there were murders of Magistrates- 
and police^-'fficers and men. 
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I now want to refer to three other eases which are, in my submission, 
absolutely ghastlj. Unfortunately, these cases come from my province 
■of Bihar- At Narayanpur, a ’plane crashed west of Narayanpur on the 
18bh of August. The pilot was killed in the crash, and the remainder 
of the crew were killed brutally by the mob. At Marhowra, one British 
officer and four British other ranks, part of a detachment on protective 
duty, were ambushed as they alighted from a car m a fie'd and speared 
or beaten to death. The last case is the murder of tv\o Canadian Air 
Force officers, officers who had come here to defend Ind'a and to protect 
the lives and property of Indians. I should like to give a few details of 
this crime, as the brutality and the ferocity with which they were murdered 
display the colossal callousness of the mob. These two young-officers were 
travelling as ordinary passengers in a train and were not on duty in connec¬ 
tion with the disturbances. Their train was attacked b\ an angry mob 
and stones were hurled at the windows of the carriage in which the two 
officers were travelling. Attempts were made by them to pacify the 
mob, but absolutely in vain. Finally, the officers were forced to come 
down from the carriage and stepped out on to the platform. One of them 
■was dressed only in a pair of shorts and the upper part of his body was 
bare. They were both set upon immediately and hacked to death in a 
most brutal way. Their bodies were then paraded through the town on 
an ekka and were finally thrown into a river. The train in which they had 
travelled was afterwards burnt. I do not know in what language one can 
•describe the brutality. 

I have given these details only for the purpo.se of showing the enormity 
of the crimes and the large area that it covered and the number of occasions 
when it became necessary to open fire. It is obvious from this that those 
who were out to prevent damage to life and property by the mobs had to be 
mainly on the defensive and were suffering from tremendous handicap of 
the superiority of number against them. As I ■submitted before, it is 
in this perspective that the question of inquiry into excesses can be consi¬ 
dered. Knowing these facts and knowing the arqa where the dcvastalioii 
took place, is it possible to have an inquiry? Is there any prima facie case 
for an inquiry of this character? I respectfully submit, none whatsoever. 

I will now take up the question of the propriety of inquiry against the 
> troops and the police separately. As regards the allegation of excesses by 
the troops, it must be pointed out that the troops are always averse to be 
engaged in the suppression of riots. It is not their legitimate funct on and 
they only come in because they are called ,upon to operate in aid of the 
civil power. The army is a highly disciplined organisation which can be 
trusted to do the best possible in an emergency and their confidence should 
never be undermined. If their conduct is called in question on an\ and 
every occasion when they have to carry out a duty which they do not like 
and which is perhaps the most unpleasant and difficult duty an\ citi^'eu 
can have thrust upon him, it will be perfectly clear that their morale will 
be, sapped and. when called upon to act, there will be a great and natural 
disinclination to do so. And there is a very strong feeling in the army 
'that they shall not undertake such duties with Ihe ever present fear before 
them that they will have to defend theraselve't and answer questions 
inspired by hostility, or even worse, by the desire to find a scapegoat. They 
-are fbound by very strict rules ahd they are taught that they will be trusted 
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111 an emergency to do the best they can. In an emergency a soldier must- 
be trusted to do his duty as best as he can. In the conditions already 
described, these arguments apply with almost equal force to an inquiry 
into tlie conduct of the police. If an officer is always to Lave to justify 
Ins action before a Committee of Inquiry, there is bound to be a tendency 
to take the line of least resistance and not to take drastic but effective' 
measures. From the reports which have been received, the tlovernment 
are fully satisfied that the troops and the police have done their duty 
remarkably well under most trying and perilous conditions. 

Government do not suggest that there may not have been cases when' 
111 a serious disturbance as this, there may not have been some excessive 
force or that innocent persons may not have suffered. To begin with, 
the primary responsibility for this must fall upon those who actually started 
his movement of sabotage and destruction. But if there have been cases 
A excesses which are authenticated and not stories from newspapers or 
ivom men who come and say all sorts of things, if they are authenticated, 
then the attention of the Army Department and the Provincial Goverui 
ments will be drawn to them so that they may try to see that those who 
have been guilty of them do not escape punishment. The military autho¬ 
rities are exceedingly jealous of their reputation and the reputation of 
their soldiers, and I have no doubt that once a case of unjustifiable shooting 
IP brought to their notice, they are sure to take action themselves. 

As regards the police, there may be a question whether the Governor 
General in Council would have any power to appoint a Committee of Mem¬ 
bers of the Central Legislature to enquire into the operation of the iiolice 
forces which are entirely a Provincial subject. But leaving this aside, Ijere 
again we feel sure that gross and callous cases of police excesses, if any, 
will most certainly be examined by the Provincial Governors. The cuin- 
niumques which have been referred to by my Honourable friend, Mr. Neogy, 
and also by my Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi, all tend to showt that such 
cases will be enquired into. But what they object to is the holding of a. 
general enquiry. But if there are cases which are well authenticated and 
which are brought to their notice, then enquiries will be held. 

The main objection to the proposal, as I have submitted before and I uui i 
glad my Honourable friend, Sir F. E. James, has supported it, i?, the 
disastrous effect it would have on the morale of the services concerned, 
if an enquiry such as has been suggested was ordered. Tt is interesting 
to note that the Sind Government which had agreed to hold an official 
enquiry into certain allegations against the police in Karachi, which inci- 
dentaliy turned out to be completely unfounded, has reported that it had 
immediately an adverse effect or the morale of the police forces in lliat 
area The cases that have been mentioned in this House will no doubt 
be noted, and the attention of the jiroper authorities drawn to them, but 
I respeclfully submit that simply because some' people come ,and start 
pforie.? before some of us, it does not necessarily follow that they are true. 
Most of them may turn out to be without foundation and may be on a par 
witli Sir Jlndhava Bao Deshpande’s story, or the story of ma'ohine gunning 
in Bombay and Calcutta. Lots of stories had been brought to me from' 
Patna which, on enquiry from the persons concerned, have been found" 
to be absolutely untrue; one of these concerned an Honourable Member- 
| 0 ^ this H«use. I hope, if there is time, he will say something about it. Jt' 
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was exactly the same story that he was dragged out of his house and asked; 
by the Police or the military to clean the roads and remove the boulders, 
^ell, Sir, at present, 1 have only to say that tins is unfounded and the 
Honourable Member will no doubt say what lie has to say about this 
Any attempt, I submit to bring discredit on the forces who have so (murage* 
ously and loyally performed their onerous duties in the face of tremendous 
odds would be most unfortunate. We are in the midst of a life and death 
struggle: the enemy is knocking at OU 17 doors and surely on such an occi* 
Sion, it IS better to look forward rather than look backward, and to see 
whether the orgy of destruction cannot be put behind us and all endeavours^ 
concentrated to bring peace and tranquillity in the country and defeat our 
external enemies. 


May 1, in conclusion, Sir, respectfully .submit to the House that this 
chapter should now be closed and we must now go ahead. Enough dama^m 
has been done by this senseless anarchy. Let us not let down those who 
have stood by us and who deserve our gratitude, because if we do that 
will not only be the end of any discipline, but we must also be prepared 
for disasters of the worst kind in the country. 


Babu Baljnath Bajoria: Sir, as a non-violent man, jion Moleut Iik 
thought, word aud deed (interruption)—I am not .1 congressman, \ou 
know—1 detest and abhor all violence of all sorts, either committed by 
the unruly mob or by the hooligans or by the agents of Government m the- 
name of law and order. Sir, that is why I have tabled this amendment, 
which in my opinion is a balanced one. 1 have stated therein tliat 1 
strongly contiemn all acts of murder, sabotage, arson, loot and other forms, 
of violence committed either by the unruly mobs or hooligans or by the 
police and the military. The police and the military have, J am »orry to 
say, had recourse to unnecessary firing, they have also burnt numerous 
houses, they have also pillaged villages and they have also done all sorts 
of mischief which could be imagined in the name of law and order 

Sir 1 do not want to go into great details aud give stories which, the 
Government may say, are all stories without any foundation. I will give 
tJiem some facts which I think will not be denied. On behalf of the trading 
community, which consist of all castes and creeds, Hindus and Muslims 
and even Europeans, I say we have all suffered tremendously both at the 
hands of these uiinily mobs and also at the hands of Government agents, 
it is common knowledge that hundreds of loaded wagons containing goods- 
worth crores of rupees have been burnt down and destroyed by hooligans. 

1 am not here to say whether this movement owes its origin to the Congress 
resolution or not But the fact is that Congressmen, in the name of the 
Congress itself, and the Congress sympathisers have not uttered one word 
against these hooligans and according to the well known Sanscrit jiroverb; 
"ilaunam sammati laJethanam”, 

I think the Congress sympathisers cannot get away without getting 
some blame for th^ crimes which have been perpetrated by these hooligans 
and unruly mobs. Now, Sir, who is going to pay for these losses incurred 
by the trading community by the burning of these wagons'? Are the rail¬ 
ways liable to pay for these? I doubt very much. I should like to know 
from the Honourable the Law Member or from any Member of the Govern< 
ment what is the position. Shall I pause for an answer? 
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The Honourebl!^ Sir Jeremy SalBrnam: (Finance Member). The lo^sea 
incurred by the Railways themselves will reduce the profits which should 
have gone in aid of the taxpayers m dealing with the general Budget and 
on that account also my Honourable friend and all of us will lose. 


Babu Baijnath Bajoria: About the loss of property, I should like to 
give one instance of hooljgaiiiMii by the unruly mob. I was told that (here 
were more than one thousand bags of sugar at Mokhumaghat and they w ere 
all looted by the mob They looted and carried as much as they could and 
when they could not carry all of them, they simply thi’ew the bags into llie 
river Ganges to sweeten the water. Sir, whnt is the position of sugar iii 
C'alcutta I come from Calculta and I think several Honourable friends 
of mine are also coming from there. They will bear me out when I say 
that we cannot even get one seer of sugar there, but here thousands of 
maunds of sugar have been thrown into the river Ganges. 


An Honotirable Member: Drink the Ganges water 

Babu Baijnath Bajoria: That I do, and I would advise ray Honourable 
friend to do the same. Sir, on the one hand the property of traders has 
been looted, and here T would like to say a word about the Muslim 
community. It has been said on behalf of the Muslima, time and again, 
in this House that the Musaalmans have taken no part in the Civil Dis¬ 
obedience Movement. Sir, I do not know whether the Muslim communitv 
have taker! any part in the Civil Disobedience Movement or not, but so 
far as looting and arson is concerned, the members of 'their community 
are never backward. I live in a Muhammadan quarter; alongside my 
house there are all Muhammadans. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division: Muhammadan Rural): 
That is why yo!i are protected. 

Maulana Zafar All Khan (East Central Punjab: Muhammadan): That 
is why you are not burnt alive. 

Bhbu Baijnath Bajoria: Sir, T was referring to this only because my 
Muslim friends have said that they should be exempted from the payment 
-of collective fines. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): That question is not 
now before the House 

Babu Baijnath Bajoria; Sir this also comes under excesses I will 
prove how excesses have been committed by the police in the collection 
of fines . . . 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Not imposition? 

Babu Baijnath Bajoria: No, not imposition They have got no hand 
in imposition 

Sir, in connection with the collection of fines, I have read a not'ce 
that the fines will be collected according to the capacity and means of 
the persons who can pay, (Laughter.) You may laugh, but I have read 
that with my own eyes in Amrit Bazar Patrika. So we see that on the 
-one hand the property of the trading community—I am not speaking here 
about the Marwari community, but of the trading comnxUnity in general^ 
—has been looted, and on the other hand they will also be fined heavily 
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according to theii oapacit.v as they have got the means to pay. So the 
hooligans have got it both ways: They have escaped with the loot, and' 
they will be immune from paying the fines. 

About the sabotage of trains, I strongly condemn this, whoever may 
have done it, whether at the inspiration of the Congress or not. We aU 
know what inconvenience it has caused to the millions of people in our 
country. J’ortunately there has not been any serious derailment as yet, 
but if there is any derailment, who will suffer? It will be Indians— 
whether Muslims or Hindus—who will be killed. I do not understand, 
8ir, how any progress can he made in the country, or how Swaraj can 
be attained by the sabotage of trains or by the burning of tram-cars, 
as we have noticed in Ca'ciitta. Sir, I strongly condemn this. But there 
is a point which T would like the Honourable Members on the Treasury 
Benches to hear After all who were burning the tram.cars and how 
many of them were burnt? This was done mostly by college students. 

Dr. P. K. Banerjea: No, by hooligans 

Bsbu Baijnath Bajoria: So, excuse me t’ollege students did take 
part in this But, Sir. what T w'ant to say is that there was shooting 
at each and ever\ step Excessive force has been used, and by excessive 
force I mean that the force used was in excess of the legitimate force 
which would have been necessary to prevent those miscreants to perform 
their misdeeds. Sir, this will be the criterion, this will be the test of 
proving w'hetber any’ excessive force has been used or not. In the case 
of burning of these tram-cars, which has been a feature of Calcutta 
disturbances, the mob could have been easily dispersed "by lathi charges. 
But what did actually happen? The miscreants cut a few wires and sot 
tram-cars on fire and some of them ran away. After that the police 
and the military came and went on firing right and left. There was one 
incident in the College Street, very near my own house and T could see 
as to what was happening. There was firing on the right and left and 
those who were in their houses nearby were hit. Sir, this could be easily 
enquired’ into Tt is no use for the Honourable the Law Member and 
for my friend. Sir Frederick .Tames, to say that if we make any enquiries 
it will undermine the morale of the police or the military. I think, Sir, 
that if that is their opinion then, I feel, that their opinion of the police 
and of the military is very low. If they think that merely an enquiry 
will upset them and will put them off their guards they have got very 
little faith in the police and the military. Tn our opinion and in the 

opinion of the Members on this side of the House the police and tlie 
military are already totally demoralir.ed. They are acting like mad dogs 
just in the same way as the hooligans are acting. They have put them¬ 
selves in the same low category. If there is-a check from the above, 
I feel, Sir, that that will have some salutary effect and it will chei^ 
them from committing excesses and they will be able to render much 
mewv useful service to the cause of restoring law and order. 

Mr. PresideQt (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member's time is up. 

Baha Baijnath Bajoria: One minute. Sir. In conclusion, I will say 
that if the Government refuses to accept even a judicial enquiry by their 
ORTi high judicial officers, we on this side of the House and the public 
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in general will be justified in thinking that this irresponsible Government, 
who think they are responsible only to themselves, and to none else, are 
giving shelter to those who have committed murders, loot and arson in 
the sacred name of law. This Government and its agents who have 
perpetrated these crimes may not be responsible to this House and to 
the people of India, but thev will be responsible to God and they will 
have to stand their trial before Him. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar All (Lucknow and Fyzabad Divisions; Muham¬ 
madan Eural): I am glad to have an opportunity to say a few words on 
the floor of this House. I have listened very patiently to the speech 
which has been delivered by the Honourable the Law Member today, 
and T would say first of all that the amendment which has been put in 
by Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad gives only a wider scope to the enquiry which 
is to be made. It is not the one-sided enquiry as required by Mr. Neogy 
but it is an amendment to have an equal enquiry for-both sides. Sir. 
it was the Government and not the public or the Opposition tdiat brought 
that Resolution moved by the Honourab’e the Home Member If in 
that Resolution the Honourable the Home Member put instance after 
instance of the perpetrations of the 'hooligans in the country, and today 
if Mr. Neogy has also put in instances, where is the harm? They are put 
before the House to judge on the merits of the cases presented by the 
Honourable the Horne Member, by Mr. Neogy and by people from the 
Opposition side I ask the Government to be honest, to be equal to the 
■occasion and to consider the pi-opositions which have been put from thi» 
side too. It is a matter that should not be shelved in this way and wo 
be,told that we ought not to quote instances in the House. Where is the 
forum or place where the pub ic and the representatives of the people 
are to put in instances, if not before this House? I ask my Honourable 
friend and those Members of the Government on the Treasury Benches 
to consider it Which is the forum’ Where are the local Councils where 
the people’s representatives .can put in these cases? To say we ought to 
go to the Local Government, I submit that it is not an easy job for an 
individual Member to approach the Local Government in that way, just 
as we can put in cases in this forum. At least Government ought to 
know that this is the only forum where people can represent cases, indi¬ 
vidual cases, or cases where the public is interested. 

Sir, I must remind Members that the present Session is terminating 
today. This has been a very short Session, in spite of t^he fact that 
the conditions of the country are serious. You have come here and told 
us that the conditions of the country are very serious. I know the condi¬ 
tions are serious But remember that the conditions are not serious only 
for us; they are very serious for you and even for the United Nations. 
I ask you and the Members of the Government (I warn them that they 
may be the representatives of the Government but they are not the elect¬ 
ed Members of thb country) to remember as *well the words which. Mr. 
Churchill spoke in the mother of Parliaments. He said: 

"After all. we are passing through a period of very rapid daily change in Europe, 
(/ noultl alto my in India) of the most disturbing character, and it does not seem 
quite right that Parliament should go away for 25 days Ihere we are going awau for 
more than fovr months) . ._ 
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Several Honourable Members: Call another Session! 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar All: 

. as if nothing was going on, and slb if it had lo.st iiittiiest ni niatlei:. 
affect tho whole future of this country. It is derogatory to Parliament, it »e nm to 
me, that it should be thought unfit, as it were, to lie attending to those grave ri.atters, 
that it should be ssnt away upon a holiday. I know that there is a certain under 
current of derision of Parliament among Ministers, .what lelief it will be ” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur llahini): What has tluit to 
do with this? 1 do not think Parliament discussed it? 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: It is necessary because I am referring to 
our going away also and then who is to represent .... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur llahiin). Order, order, 'the 
Honourable Member cannot go on reading al.l that. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: It these fifteen Members of the Guturu- 
ment are here for the contempt of public ojunion, I tell you it is a 
menace to Government and to your democracy. Sir, they ought to 
remember that we, tho Mussalmans, never said that wo would not go 
with the Government and would not fight for-the Government. Wo said 
that wo M'ould But it is really very strange that yet no solution has 
been found by tho British Government; and to say it is our responsibility; 
however, 1 would not expatiate on that point today, liut I must tell the 
Government that we were always ready to worTc with Iho Government 
and to take up Ihese matters in our hand, but it is a pity that our fruvd, 
tlie Honourable Ur Ambedkar, the other day' said in words ot deri^i in 
that we ajc all irresponsible people or so. 

Mr. President (The Honomable Sir .\bdur Jbtliiinl (Irdev, mder Thi' 
Honourable Member must coniine liimself to the llesolution. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali; It is not only to the public but to the 
represeututivos of the people that they give offence. I am prepared to 
relate to the House that in my own town a police Sub-Inspector came to 
two of the big zamindnrs and told them to give their 12 boro shot guns 
with 50 cartridges in the fftaiia. When they protested the Sub-Inspector 
of Police said it w'as the order of the Superintendent of Police, but the 
latter denied it, wdieii questioned about it. Is this the w'ay to ask for 
help? How arc we to defend ourselves? These are the things under 
wdiirh we suffer in this country. I do not say that the Congress is not 
to blame, or this party or that. But the blame is also on the Govern¬ 
ment, You are to take courage in both hands and if the enquiry is 
askeid for what is the harm? Just as you say it is not an occasion to go 
and enquire about the doings of the police or the doings of the court or 
the doings of the army, so also it is not an occasion where people should 
go and lodge complaints and carry on the prosecution for days and days. 
We have told you sincerely and honestly, and with deliberate intention, 
that you are the guardians of peace of this country und so must look 
after these matters and do what you can help. But, I say that in these 
difficult times, these dilatory methods of Government will not help I 
find what Mr. Churchill has said. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur JJnhirn): That has nothing 
to do with this Itesolution. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar All: It is he, the greatest Tory, who is today 
chiving the destiny oi this country. It is Mr. Churchill again who is 
sending troops fioni outside to guard India but he is not retaining the 
Judiaii troops in this eountry. Why should he send our children, out- 
hidt and get outsiders from abroad to defend us? This shows the distrust 
ui the Government of the people of this country. I lay stress on this 
point, that Government distrusts the people of this country. We are 
jireparod to help them in every way, but they will not accept our help. 
These are iimtter.s which I want to lay stress upon. Dr. Sir Ziauddiu 
Ahmad’s motion says that there are some miljowners who are paying the 
labouiers and then turning them out. It is common knowledge that 
inillowners in this country are helping their own labourers to go on 
strike. If that is a fact then I ask the Honourable the Law Member to 
look into it very carefully: these things are done under your own eyes 
and yon ought to look into them. 

These are the representations which the representatives of the people 
want to make to you and if you are not prepared to listen, it is your 
own fault. Wc have come here for a few days and we want to represent 
these matters. The people w'ere given to understand that the Expanded 
Council of the Viceroy would handle the affairs in India as if it was all 
])caic and calm ahd quiet everywhere. Is that a fact today? Ever since 
the day you had this Expanded Council, these eleven heaven-sent people, 
you have found lhe.se hooligans and others disturbing the country’s peace. 
(Interruptions ) I do not know who are the real leaders of the hooligans 
but it is w^ell-known that this hooliganism started only afterwards. . . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Itahim): The Honourable 
Mc'inher has half a minute more. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: So my last w'ord is. . . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
2 p.m* Member must conclude his speech now. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar AIJ; I want the Government only, pot to expand 
iheir Council at all. 


Li.ECTION or MEMBERS TO THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR 
THE UTILIZATION BRANCH OF THE GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
OF INDIA. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I have to inform 
the Assembly that Mr, H, A, Sathar H, Essak Sait, Raja T. Manavedan 
and Mr. K. C. Neogy have been elected to serve on the Advisory Commit¬ 
tee for the Utilization Branch of the Geological Survey of India. 

The Assembly then adjourned sine die. 



APPENDIX. 


Report Of the Committee appointed in pureuance of the Beedution adopted by the 
Aeaembly on the 14th September 1 1942^ to consider the question of travell¬ 
ing and other allowances Omissible to Members of the Indian L^islature. 

We, the nndersigned Members of the Committee appointed in pursuance 
of the Resolution* adopted by the Legislative Assembly on the 14th September 
have the honour to present our report. We regret that the pre-occupations of 
many of us with other urgent business precluded us from meeting in time to 
present our report by the date specified in the Resolution. 

2. The Resolution in pursuance of which we wore appointed was adopted 
as an amendment to a Resolution recommending the suspension for the dura- 
tiqn of the emergency of the right to free haulage of a motor car to and from 
Delhi and wo have confined our deliberations to the question whether this 
right should be so suspended and, if so, what alternative focilitie.s should be 
provided. 

3. Wo recommend— 

(1) that the right to free haulage be suspended for' tlu» period of the 

emergency ; 

(2) that witlr effect from the next Session of the Assembly and for so 

long as the right to free haidage is under suspension, the convey¬ 
ance allowances now admissible to a Member who does not avail 
himself of the right to free haulage—Rs. 5 a day in case of a 
Member residing outside Now Delhi and Rs. 50 per mensem ui 
the case of a Member residing in New Delhi—be enhanced to 
' Rs. 10 a day for all Members irre.spcctive of their place of 
residence. 

4. The question was raised of the position of a Member who having had a 
.motor car hauled to Delhi in pursuance of the right to free haulage has since 
■retained the car in Delhi. We recommend that a Member in this position 
should bo free at his option either— 

(1) to retain his right to free haulage of the car to his home whenever 

transport can bo made available and in the meantime (if he 
resides elsewhere than in New Delhi) to draw the existing petrol 
allowance of Rs. 75 per mensem, but nob (wherever he resides) 
the proposed now conveyance allowance, or 

(2) to draw the proposed conveyance allowance of Rs. 10 a day but not 

the existing petrol allowance and to relinquish his right to free 
haulage of the motor car to his home. 

A. J. RAISMAN. 

P. N. BANERJEA. 

MOHD. YAMIN KHAN.' 

LESLIE GWILT. 

HOOSEINBHOY A. LALLJEE. 

E. C. BENTHALL. 

COWASJI JEHANGIR. 

Nbw Delhi, 

The 24th September, 1942. 

* “ That this Assembly recommends to the Qovemor-Qeneral in CounoU to appoint 
a Committee of the following, namely, the Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman, the 
Honourable Sir Edward Benthall, Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan, Dr. P. N. Banerjea, 
^tr. Hooseinbhoy A. Lalljee, Mr. E. L. C. Qwilt and Sir Oowasji Jehangir, for the 
purpose of considering the amendment of the rules goverfiine the grant of travelli^ 
and other allowanoes to Members of^the Indian Legislature with instructions to report 
4M>t later than the 19th September, 1942." 

( 5.46 ) 
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Monopolistic supply-of the Supply 

Department. 448-49. 

AGENT(S)— 

Question re Report from the India’s- 

in Burma about evacuation of Indians. 
487. 

AGENT GENERAL OF INDIA— 
Question re propaganda and publicity 

activities of the - in the United 

States of America. 3-6. 

AGREEMENT(S)— 

Question re— 

Materials or articles received under the 

Lease and Lend-. 115, 371-72. 

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE (GRADING 
AND MARKING) AMENDMENT 
BILI^ 

See “ Bi1I(8)”. 

AHMAD NAWAZ KHAN, MAJOR 
NAWAB SIR— 

Motion re the situation in India. 271, 
273-74. 

AIR RAID(S)— 

Question re — 

- casVialties amongst Indians in 

Rangoon, Moulmem and Tavoy, 

43. 

-on India. 183-86. 

Allocation of expenditure on - 

Campaigns on Burma. 330. 

AIRMAIL SERVICE— 

Question re position of the Inland- 

440-41. 

AJMER— 

Question re water supply problem at-. 

44. 

ALCOHOL— 

Question re available amounts of power 

-and rectified spirit. 125-26. 

ALIGANJ— 

Question re Muslim graveyard for - 

area, Delhi. 47. 

ALIGARH MUSLIM UNIVERSITY 
(AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Bill(s)”. 


ALLAHABAD— 

Question re direction under Defence ot 
India Rules for running a hotel in the 
building occupied by the Alliance Hotel 

at-. 190. 

ALLIANCE HOTEL— 

See “ Hotcl(8)”. 

ALLOTMENT(S)— 

Question re rates of allowances and- 

to evacuees from the Far East and 
Burma. 498. 

ALLOWANCE(S)— 

* Motion re appointment of Mr. E. L. C. 
Gwilt to the Committee on Travelling 

and other-to Members of the Indian 

Legislature. 459-60. 

Question re 

-to n6n-Indian and Indian evacuees 

from Burma. 600-01. 

Compensatory-of the Master Gene¬ 

ral of Ordnance Branch staff trans¬ 
ferred to Calcutta. 611. 

Desirability of sanctioning uniform 
dearness- for all Railway ser¬ 

vants. 374-75. 

Payment of- to non-Indian Burras 

evacuees. 188-89. 

Payment of dearness-to non-Gov¬ 

ernment employees and workmen. 336. 

Rates of-and allotments to evacuees 

, from the Far East and Burma. 498. 

Responsibility for payment of - to 

Indian evacuees who are Burmese 
Nationals. 601. 

State Railway Staff given consolidated 

or jiermanent travelling - . 43. 

Subsistence-for Anglo-Indian and 

Indian evacuees from Burma and 
Malaya. 603-04. 

Report of the Committee on Travelling 

and other - to Members of the 

Indian Legislature. 617, 646. 
Resolution re amendment of rules govern¬ 
ing the grant of travelling and other- 

to Members of the Indian Legislature. 
81-85 

AMBEDKAR, THE HONOURABLE DR. 

B. R.— 

Motion re — 

Election of a Member to the Advisory 
Committee for the Utilization Branch 
of the Geological Survey of India. 
76,78-79, 339-42, 343, 349. 

The situation in India. 281-87, 295, 
296. 

Oath of Office. 
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AMENDMENT(S)— 

- to certain Motor Vehicles Buies. 

(laid on the table). 67-76. 

- to the Insurance Buies (laid on the 

table). 197-209. 

Besolution rc -of rules governing the 

grant of travelling and other allowances 
to Members of the Indian Legislature. 
81-86. 

AMENITY(IES)— 

Question re expenditure on - for em¬ 

ployees on Bengal and Assam Bailway. 
46. 

AMERICA, UNITED STATES OF— 
Question re propaganda and publicity 
activities of the Agent General of India 
in the-. 3-6. 

AMEBICAN FORCES— 

See “ rorce(8)’’. 

AMERICAN TECHNICAL MISSION— 
See “ Technical Mission”. 

ANEY, THE HONOURABLE MR. M. S.— 
Expressions of regret on the deaths of Sir 
Ibrahim Rahiratoola, Ur. E. Ragha- 
vendra Rao, Seth Haji Sir Abdoola 
Haroon and Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry 
Gidney. 66-66. 

Indian Oversees Department Notification 
under the Indian Emigration Act (laid on 
the table). 66. 

Motion for adjournment re unsatisfactory 
reply of the Finance Member in regard 
to early opportunity for discussion 
of certain financial arrangements between 
the British Government and the Gov- 
' ernment of India. 424, 426. 

Motion re— 

Appointment of Mr. E. L. C. Gwilt to 
the Committee on Travelling and other 
Allowances to Members of the Indian 
Legislature. 469. 

Election of a Member to the Advisory 
Committee for the Utilization Branch 
of the Geological Survey of India. 
77. ' 

The situation in India. 267, 302-10. 
Reciprocity Bill— 

Motions to refer to Select Comihittee 
and to adjourn the debate. 406-08 
409^ 

Repealing and Amending Bill— 
Consideration of Sch^ules. 362. 


ANEY, THE HONOURABLE MR. M. S.— 
amid. 

Resolution re amendment of rules govern¬ 
ing the grant of travelling and’ other 
allowances to Members of the Indian 
Legislature. 81-82. 

Statement of business by - . 187. 

ANGLO-INDIAN(S)— 

Question re — 

Definition of “-181. 

Liability on-Railway employees to 

serve in Auxiliary Force. 371. 
ANGLO-INDIAN EVACUEE(S)— 

See “ Evacuee(8)”. 

ANGLO-INDIAN . RAIL>VAY EM- 
PLOYEE(S)— 

See “ Employec(8)". 

ANTHONY, MR. F. R.— 

Expressions of regret on the deaths of 
Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola, Dr. E. Ragha- 
vendra Rao, Seth Haji Sir Abdoola 
Haroon and Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry 
Gidney. 59. 

Motion re the situation in India. 226- 
27. 

Oath of Office. 

Question re liability on Anglo-Indian 
Railway employees to serve in Auxi¬ 
liary Force. 371. 

APPEAL(S)— 

Question re— 

-and petitions by staff of the Ar''haoo- 

logieal Department. 48-60. 

Certain Railway Board orders relating 

to disposal of- . 369. 

APPLICATION(S)— 

Question re— 

- for compensation by one Musam- 

mat Ram Piari, widow of Karan 
Singh, a paladdar on Shahdni*a-Sahar- 
anpur Railway. 64. 

--under Payment of Wages Act, by or 

on behalf of employees of Federal 
Railways. 607. 

APPOINTMENT(S)— 

Question re— 

- of a non-Muslim Stenographer in 

the Research Branch of the|^Gentral 
Standards Office for Railways. 16- 
16. 

Burma evacuees given -; in Gov¬ 

ernment of India Departments and 
their attached and subordinate offices. 
607-09. 

Recruitment of trainees for —*- as 
Deputy Assistant Controllers of Pur¬ 
chase. 25-26'. 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES 


a 


apportionme:nt— 

Question re— 

Wttr expenditure in Mnlaya and Burma, 

-of defenec expenditure and Lease 

and Lend of India. 312- 

14. 

War expenditure ineurred and its —■— . 
323. 

APPRENTICE(S)- 

Question re -Permanent Way Inspce- 

tors on North We.stern Railway dep¬ 
rived of rent-free C[uarter.s. 41. 
APPROPRIATION ACCOUNT(S)— 
Statetnent( 8 ) (laid on the table) re eertain 

-, Aiulit Reports, etc. 8tt-B7. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL DEPARTMENT— 
Question re appeals and petitions by staflF 
of the-. 48-50. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVAT[ON(S)- 
Que.stion re temporary and work-charged 
Superior Staff employed at certain 

-.51 . 

ARMY— 

Question re p''.:Il.‘on of Iho personnel of 

the Buirna - evacuated to India. 

187-88. 

ARRANOEMENT(S)— 

Question re money value of war material 

8 up|Jied under Leuse-Lend - . 

320. 

ARRE&T(S)— 

Question u -— 

-and casualties during recent disturb¬ 
ances. 103-04. 

- of the members of the Congress 

Working Committee, etc. 185-80. 

Casualties,-ete., during the recent 

political disturbances. 195-96. 
ARTICLE(S)— 

Question re — 

Lists of war requirements, - manu¬ 

factured and drugs produced in India. 
35-40. 

Materials or-- received under the 

1.041,86 and Lend Agreement. 11.5, 
371-72. 

Price control and supply of essential-. 

488-93. 

ASSAM— 

Question re abolition of the Telegraph 

Office at Manoomukh, - - . 2-3. 

ASSEMBLY CHAMBER— 

Motion for adjournment re alleged insult 
by the Delhi Police to Lady Volunteers 
picketing the Legislative -. 134-30, 


ASSEMBLY MEETING(S)— 

See “ Meeting(8).” 

ASSENT— 

Governor General's-to Bills. 63-64. 

ASSET(S)— 

Question re - and liabilitie-s of the 

Reserve Bank of India. 317-18. 

ASSISTANT CH ARGEMAN( EN) - 
See " Chargpnian(en).” 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY(IES)— 

Question re -, Additioml, Deputy and 

Joint Secretaries in Government of 
India Departments. 180-81. 

ASSISTANT SURGEON(S)— 

(Question re avenue for promotion for-. 

45. 

ASSOCIATION(S)— 

Question re recent memorandum of 

g'ievances by the Press-of New 

Delhi. 163-6i 

ATT.4CHED OFFICE(S)— 

Question re Burma evacuees given ap¬ 
pointments in Government of India De- 
])artment3 and their - and subordi¬ 

nate offices. 607-09. 

AUDIT DEPARTMENT— 

Question re ignoring the claim for confir¬ 
mation of a Hindu lower grade clerk of 
North Western Railway, —— . STO¬ 
TT. 

AUDIT REPORT(S)— 

Statement(8) (laid on the tah’e) re certain 

Appropriation Accounts,-, etc. 

66-87. 

AUDITOR(S)— 

Question re— ' 

Disregard of communal recruifment 

Rules in the office of the Chief-, 

North Western Railway, Lahore. 
376. 

Non-posting of certain Muslim railway 

-of the Punjab Circle at Barejlly 

or Gorakhpur for full proscribed 
period, 377. 

AUTHORlTYdES)- 
Question re. alleged refusal by tiie authori¬ 
ties of the Irwin Hospital, Delhi, to give 
blood transfusion to a person wounded 
in recent rioting. 334-36. 

AUXILIARY FORCE— 

Quekion re liability on Anglo-Indian 

Railway employees to serve in - . 

371. 
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AYIJHVEDIC SYS'L'TSM — 

Question re research for finding suhsbitute 

for cinchona and quinine untUr --. 

602-03. 

AZHAR ALI, MR. MUHAMMAD-- 
Code of Civil Procedure (yee-ond Ainenment) 
Rdl- 

Motion to consider. 367, 353. 

Motion for adjournment re restrictions on 
the export of raw hides. 61. 

Motion re the situation in India. 308. 
Question re — 

Appeals and petitions by staff of the 
Archaeoloyieal Department. 48-60. 
Applicability of the old East 'Indian 
Railway Company Management Rules 
to State Railway staff. 372. 
Applications under Payment of M'ages 
Act by or on behalf of employees of 
Federal Railways. 607. 

Cheap grain shops opened by East 
Indian Railway. 63. 

Desirability of sanctioning uniform dear¬ 
ness allowance for all railway servants. 
374-76. 

Extensions of service due to war in 
Rc.ilway Board and State Railway. 
63. 

Implications of sanctioning of nn incre¬ 
ment of pay of a Railway suboidmate. 
373. 

li. Tease in the t.iriff rates of Messrs, 
allabdas F lu. Catering Con¬ 
tactors, East j.. -ii Railway. 

■.! 5 . 

i’ ...xl re-imbursement of Co n. I’s fee 
] id by certain Travelling '1 iclcc; Exa- 
, , • '3r8 of Moradabad Divnuun t .■ iheir 
I dnee in a criminal cose. 37.6-76 
I 1 .y Board letter concerning Fine 
f 373. 

1'.,. ' for a plate of fish at the Hindu 

l.eficshment Room, Delhi Railway 
^ I It ion. 376. 

Dc-t-..)ploymcnt of Mr. A. J. Doran as 
!.tpu[|u:tendcnt (Commercial), Morod- 
id: vision.' 364. 

ot Railway Trade Unions, etc., to 

.xt.,i6t a Railway servant at enquiry 
into Ills case. 374. 

Subjecting of the Old Oudh and Bohil- 
lilinna P.;t'.ilway staflF to further exa- 
m u.'.tion on transfer to East Indian 

i'uiiih^'ay. 363. 


AZHAR ALI, MR. MUHAMMAD-con/d. 

Qu' Stion re—eontd. 

Summons fees under Payment of Wages 
Rult 8 for Delhi Province. £07. 
Suspension of privilege passes, etc., on 
East Indian Railway. 372-73. 
Temporary and work-charged superior 
staff employed at certain Archaeolcgi- 
<al Excavations. 61. 

Question (Supplementary) rc — 

Damage to Railway Property resulting 
from the recent Mob violence. 22, 
23. 

Monopoly to Messrs. Parry and Com¬ 
pany, Madras, for distribution of sugar 
in the Madras Presidency. 497. 
Price control and supply of essential 
articlt.s. 492. 

Railway journey passes issued to oflicers 
and servants of the State Railways. 
17. 

Steps for fullest utilization of all forms of 
transport, greater use of producer gas 
and proper allocation of priorities for 
foodstuffs. 13. 

Visit to Great Britain of the Honoumblo 
the Finance Member and the Econo¬ 
mic Adviser to the Government of 
India. 328. 

Wheat position. 110. 

Resolution re Committee for enquiry into 
the alleged military and police ex¬ 
cesses. 642-44. ^ 

B 

BAJORIA. BABU BAIJNATH— 

IndLxn Companies (Second AmcndmaDi) 
Bill- 

Motion to consider. 352-53. 

Indian Railways (Amendment) Bill— 
Motion' to refer to Select Committee. 
393-94. 

T-l-i'On for adjournment re unsatis- 
J..otory reply of the Finance Mfember 
in regard to early opportunity for 
discu&feion of certain financial ar¬ 
rangements between tlie British 
Government and the Government of 
India. 422,430-31. 

Question re — 

Compensatory allow-anco of the Mister 
Generalof Ordnance Branch staff trans¬ 
ferred to Calcutta. 511. 

Desirability of speedy disposal of cases 
by the Railway Bates Advisory 
Committee. 617. 
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BAJORIA, BABU BAIJNATH—coiKi. 

Question rt — contd. 

Grievance# of the Ordnance Factories 
Directorate staff transferred to Cal¬ 
cutta. 610-11. 

Question {Supplementary) re — 

Activities of the Unit^ Kingdom Com¬ 
mercial Corporation. 517. 

Allowances to non-Indian and Indian 
evacuees from Burma. 601. 

Approved contraotoro of the Central 
^blio Works Department. 458. 

Bevin Boys selected from India for 
training in the United Kingdom. 460. 

Damage due to fire in the Railway 
Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi, 
442, 443. 

Extraction of quinine from cinchona 
bushes in the nursery stage. 496. 

Financial oontributions to the League 
of Nations. 606. 

Monopolistic supply agencies of the 
Supply Department. 449. 

Repairing of the recent damage caused 
on various railways. 450,461. 

Report of the American Technical 
Mission. 444. 

Research for finding substitute for cin¬ 
chona and quinine under ikyurvedic 
system. 602. 

Resolution re— 

Ban on the Khaksar movement, 416, 
417. 

Committee for enquiry into the alleged 
military and police excesses. 625- 
26, 628, 639-42. 

BALANCE(S)— 

Question re Sterling-hold in Ifondon. 

316-17. 

BALLABHDAS ESHWARDAS— 

Question re — 

Catering contracts with - on East 

Indian Railway.' 44. 

Increase in the tariff rates of Messrs. 

--, Catering Contractors, East 

Indian Railway. 376. 

Monopoly of catering contract to - 

on East Indian lUilway. 44. 

Subletting of certain vending contracts 
by-. 62-63. 

BAN— 

Question re— 

- on certain promotion of inter¬ 
change stock verifiers on Bombay, 
Baroda end Central India Railway. 
62. 


BAN—conkf. 

Question re— contd. 

Withdrawal of - on emigration of 

Indian labour to Ceylon. 379. 

Resolution re-on the Khaksar move* 

ment. 414-18,400-86. 

BANERJEA, DR. P. N.— 

Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment) 
Bill— , 

Motion to consider. 356. 

Expressions of regret on the deaths of 
Ibrahim Rahimtoola, Dr. £. Ragha* 
vendra Rao, Seth Haji Sir Abdoola 
Haroon and Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry 
Gindey, 67. 

Indian Companies (Second Amendment) 
Bill- 

Motion to consider. 351-62. 

Indian Railways (Amendment) Bill— 
Motion to refer to Select Committee. 
396. 

Motion for adjournment re unsatis¬ 

factory reply of the Finance Member in 
regard to early opportunity for discus¬ 
sion of certain financial arrangements 
between the British Government and the 
Government of India. 428-29. 

Motion re— , 

Election of a member to the Advisory 
Committee for the Utilization 
Branch of the Geological Survey of 
India. 342,349. 

Th' situation in India. 161, 169, 230, 
282, 293-96, 298, 304, 306, 308, 310. 

Question re — 

Assets and liabilities of the Reserve 
Bank of India. 317-18. 

Casualties, arrests, etc., during the recent 
political disturbances. 196-96. 
pomplaints against the working of the 
food control. 332-33. 

Contributions by the British Govern¬ 
ment towards India’s military expen¬ 
diture. 331-32. 

Expansion of Indian currency. 331. 
Financial contributions to the Lrague of 
Nations. 604-06. 

Inflation of currency and measures for 
cheeking it. 318-20, 

Money value of war material supplied 
under Lqase-Lend arrangements. 
320. 

Receipts from new and enhanced taxes, 
etc. 330. 

^ Repatriated sterling debt. 316. 
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BANERJEA, DR. P. N.—corM. 

Question rc — contcl. 

Sterling balances held in London. 316-17 
Subscriptions to defence loans. 331- 
Withdrawal of ban on emigration of 
Indian labour' to Ceylon. 379. 
Question (Supplementary) re— 

Definition of “ Anglo-Indians 181. 
Price control and supply of essential 
article^. 492. 

Report of the American Technical 
Mission. 444. 

Steps for fullest utilization of all forms 
of transport, greater use of producer 
gas and proper allocation of priorities 
for foodstuffs. 11. 

Resolution re— 

Amendment of Rules governing the 
grant of travelling and other allow¬ 
ances to Members of the Indian Legis¬ 
lature. 84. 

Ban on the Khaksar movement. 416. 
Committee for enquiry into the alleged 
military and police excesses. 628, 631, 
641. 

BANK(S). 

Question re assets and liabilities of the 

Reserve - of India. 317-18. 

BAREILLY— 

Question re non-posting of certain Muslim 
Railway Auditors of the Punjab Circle 

at-or Gorakhtmr for full prescribed 

period. 377. 

BENGAL— 

Question re neglect of domiciled Indian 

evacuees from Burma reaching -. 

611-13. 

BENGAL AND ASSAM RAILWAY— 

See " Railway(s) 

BENTHALL, ITIE HONOURABLE SIR 
EDWARD— 

Indian Railways (Amendment) Bill— 
Motion for leave to introduce. 81. 
Motion to refer to Select Committee, 
300-93, 394, 398-99. 

Motion for adjournment re railway acci¬ 
dent at the Burdwan Railway Station. 
61. 

Oath of Office. 1. 

Statement (laid on the Table) re net 
earnings of recently constructed Railway 
liiMS. 64. 


“BEVIN BOY(S)”— 

Question re— 

-returned to India and their employ¬ 
ment. 112-13. 

-selected from India for training in 

the United Kingdom. 456-66. 
BEVIN SCHEME— 

Question re recruitment of Scheduled caste 

boys under the-. 467. 

BEWOOR, SIR GURUNATH— 
Amendments to certain Motor Vehicles 
Rules (laid on the Table)." 67-76. 
Motion re election of Members to the 
Standing Committee for the Posts and 
Air Department. 79. 

Oath of Office. 1. 

BILL(S)— 

Agricultural Produce (Gradingand Marking) 
Amendment-. 

Assent of H. E. the Governor General. 
64. 

Aligarh Muslim University (Amend¬ 
ment) -. 

Introduced. 414. 

Cantonments (Amendment)-. 

Assent of H. E. the Governor General. 
64. 

Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment)-. 

Introduced. 81. 

Motion to consider. 354-65. 

Passed. 366. 

Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment) 

- (by Qazi - Muhammad Ahm&d 

Kazmi)— 

Motion to continue adopted. 413. 
Code of Civil Procedure (^und Amend¬ 
ment) -■. 

Introduced. 81. 

Motion to consider. 366-69. 

Passed. 359. 

Coffee Market Expansion-. 

Assent of H. E. the Governor General. 
64. 

Cotton Ginning and Pressing Factories 
(Amendment) ——. 

Assent of H. E. the Governor General. 
64. 

Dissolution of Muslim Marriages (Amend¬ 
ment) -. 

Motion to continue adopted. 413. 

Indian Boilers (Amendment)-. 

Assent of H. E. the Oovemor General. 
64. 

Indian Companies (Amendment)-. 

Assent of H. E. the Governor Q^ral. 
64. 
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BTLL(S)— 

Indian Companies (Second Amendment) 

Introduced. 80. 

Motion to con.sider. 350 04. 

Passed. 354. 

Indian Evidence (Amendment) — 

Motion to continue adopted. 413. 

Indian Finance-. 

Assent of H. E. t!ie Governor General 
64. 

Indian Limitation (Amendment)- 

Assent of H. E. the Governor General. 
64. 

Indian Medical Council (Amendment)- 

Assent of H. E. the Governor General. 
64. 

Indian Medical Council (Amendment) (by 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta)-. 

Introduced. 414. 

Indian Merchant Shipping (Amendment) 

Assent of H. E. the Governor General. 

63. 

Indian Patents and Designs (Extension of 
time)-. 

Asscut of H. E. the Governor General. 

64. 

Indian Penal Code (Amendment)-. 

Assent of H. E. the Governor General. 
64. 

Indian Railway.s (Amendment)-. 

Introduced. 81. 

• Motion to refer to Select Committee. 
390-96. 

Referred to Select Committee. 399. 
Indian Rubber Control ('rcmp<irary 

Amendment)-. 

Introduced. 80. 

Motion t) consider. 389. 

Passed. 389. 

Indian Tolls (Army) Amendment- 

Assent of H. E. the Governor Gcncial 
64. 

Indus Vessels (Ameiidme^nt) -—. 

.\H8ent of H. E. the Governor General 
64. 

Industrial Statistics ——) 

Assent of H. E. the Governor General. 
64. 

Legislative Members’ Exemption -. 

introduced. 414. 

Motor Vehicles (Amendment)-. 

Assent of H. E. the Governor General. 
64. 

Multi-Unit Co-operative Societies-. 

Assent of H. E. the Governor General. 64. 


Muslim Kazis-. 

Mo'ion to continue adopted. 413. 

Protective Duties Continuation-. 

Assent of H. E. the Governor General. 
64. 

Reciprocity -- 

Motion;; to refer to Select Comraittoe 
and 1.0 adjourn the debate, 390 412. 
Referred to Select Committee. 412. 
Repealing f.nd Amending -—. 

Iiitrodiuc'i 80. 

Motions to eonsidcr and to circulate. 
359-62. 

Taken into consideration. 362. 
Passed. 362. 

Weekly Holidaj - -. 

Assent of H. i.. ih.) Governor GeneraL 
64. 

Workmen’s Coraper i'ioii (Amendment)— 
Assent of H. E. (U* Governor General. 
63 

bind NG DEPAHTML.NT-- 

tiuestion le seniority of certain Hindus 
vt^-a-vis certain Muslim^ in the — of 
the Government of Irid.a. Press, New 
Delhi. 41. 

BLOOD TRANSFUSION-- 
Question re alleged refusal by the autho¬ 
rities ot the irwin Hospital, Dellii, to 

give-to a person woundcu in lecent 

noting. 334-35. 

BOILERS (Amendment) BILL - 
Sec “ Indian — ” undei “ Bill( 8 ) ”. 
BOMB(S)- • 

Question re alleged use of machine guns, 

tear gas and incendiary-in Calcutta 

during recent disturbances. 315. 
BOMBAY— 

Question re reduction in pay of sweepers 
of the Office of the Controller of Supply, 
-. 44. 

BOMBAY, BARODA AND CENTRAL 
INDIA RAILWAY- 
See “ Railway( 8 ) ”. 

BOOKING AGENCY(IES)- 

Question re city -- on North Western 

Railway. 370. 

BOSE, MR. SARAT CHANDRA— 

Question re health of-. 193. 

BREACH(ES)— 

Question re on Railway lines due to Boods 
in Sind. 383-85. 




INDEX 10 LlCGI.'iiEATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES 


10 


BIUTISII (JOVERNMEXT— 

Motion for adjournment re unaatisfae- 
tory reply of the Finance Member in 
regard to early opportunity for dia- 
euasion of certain financial arrangementa 

lictv/ccn the - and the <Ijvernment 

ol India. 3S7-89, 418-33. 

Question re. Contributiona by -h'* --- 

towards India’s military expenditure. 
.331-.32 

BlUTbSH C.^BIXE’R- 

iSVc “ War tVlnnet 
BUII.DIXCJ^! 

ib'tiun for adjournment re failure to 

take nu‘a-ur‘'s for saving the - and 

record of Railway Clearing Accounts 
Ohiee, Delhi. 62. 

(j.uestiou ri — 


BURMA—row/d. 

Question— umte. 

Meaaurca for expeditious help to the 
- evacuees of the Malabar Dis¬ 
trict. 380-81. 

Neglect of domiciled Indian evacuees 
from-reaching Bengal. 611-13. 

Organisation for providing employment 
for evacuees from-. 600. 

Payment of allowances to non-lndian 
-evacuees. 188-89. 

Policy governing the einployment of 
evacuees from-. 506. 

Position of the personnel of the - 

Army evacuated to Indio. 187-88. 

Rates of allowances and allotments to 

evacuees from the Far East and-. 

498. 


Direction under Defence of India Rules 
for running a hotel in the 
occupied by the Alliance Hotel at 
Allahab.id. 190. 

Notices by Delhi Improvement Trust to 
lefjMcs for speeding up —. 47. 

BDPvDW.VN-- 

Motion for adjournment re railway acci¬ 
dent at the -Railway Station. 61. 

BUHMA--- 
Qiiestion re— 

.\Jlocation of c.xpenditure on Air Raid 
{Jainpaigns on-. 330. 

Allowances to Non-Indian and Indian 
evacuees from-. 600-01. 

-- and Malaya evacuees of the Mala¬ 
bar District. 380. 

— evacuees given appointments 
m (Jovernment of India Depart¬ 
ments and their attached and sub¬ 
ordinate offices. 607-09. 

Duties of Major-General Woixl in con¬ 
nection with evacuation of people 
from-4^3-94. 

Employment of non-fndian-eva¬ 

cuees in Government of India services. 
189-90. 

Evacuees from-and expenditure on 

them. 382-83. 

Evacuees from -and Malaya. 126- 

Evacueos from-and the Far East. 

118-19. 

Financial liability for Indian troops 

employed in the War in Far Eart 
and-. 329. 

Help given by Government of India to 
evacuees fiom ——. 499. 


Report from the India’s Agent in- 

about evacuation of Indians. 487. 
Subsistence allowance for Anglo- 

Indian and Indian evacuees from- 

and Malaya. .703-04. 

War expendituic’ll .Malava and-, 

appoi-tionment nt I'efence expenditure 
! and Lease and L<.n>'. /^sition of India. 

I 312-14. 

BURMESE NATIONAL(S)— 

See “ Nations (s) ”. 

BUSINESS— 

Question re — 

Steps for elimination of non-essential 
work in Government offices and policy 

concerning official-in the Central 

Legislature during war period. 194- 
95. 

See also “ Statement of —— ”. 

BUSINESS, HOURS OF— 

Announcement re - for Assembly 

meetings during the Ramzan. 59. 

C 

CADRE(S)— 

Question re resigned sorters re-em¬ 
ployed in the Postal and Engineering 

- in the Punjab and North-West 

[ Frontier l’o.stal Circle. 44. 

CALCUTTA— 

Question re — 

Alleged use of machine ^ns, tear gas 

and incendiary bombs in-during 

I repent disturbaqces. 316. 

j Compensatory allowance of the Master 
j Genera^ of Ordnance Branch ataff 
transferred to —611. • 
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CAL'CUTTA— 

Question rt — conid. 

Grievances of the Ordnance Factories 

Directorate staff transferred to -. 

610-11. 

CAMPAIGN{S)— 

Question re— 

Allocation of expenditure on Air Raid! 

- on Burma. 330. 

“ Grow more food ”-. 127-29. 

CANDIDATE(S)— 

Question re Muslim and non-Muslim 
-on the waitinii list of Stock Veri¬ 
fiers on North Western Railway. 445-46. 
Cantonments (Amendment) Bill— 

See “ Bill(s) 

CARRIAGE AND WAGON SHOP— 
Question re performance of religious 
ceremonies in the-Lucknow. 45. 


CENTRAL GOVERNMENT- 
Question re student strikes, during re¬ 
cent disturbances, ih Universities and 

institutions under the - control. 

604. 

See also “ Government of India ”. 

! CENTRAL LEGISLATURE— 
i See “ Legislature(8) ”. 

CENTRAL PUBLIC WORKS DEPART¬ 
MENT— 

See “ Public Works Department ’ ’. 
CENTRAL STANDARDS OFFICE FOR 
RAILWAYS— 

Question re appointment of a Non- 
Muslim Stenographer in the Research 

Branch of the -. 16-16. 

CENTRE- 

Question re scheme for a National Gov¬ 
ernment at the-. 117-18. 


CASE(S)~ 

Qgestion re— 

Desirability of speedy disposal of- 

by the Railway Rates Advisory 
Committee. 617. 

Partial re-imbursement of Counsel’s 
fee paid by certain Travelling Ticket 
Examiners of Moradabad Division 

for their defence in a criminal -. 

376-76. 

Right of Railway Trade Unions, etc., 
to a^ist a Railway servant at enquiry 
into his-. 374. 

CASH— 

Question re - and pay* contractors on 

North Western Railway. 47. 


CERBMONY(IES)— 

Question re performance of religious- 

I in the Carriage and Wagon Shop, Luck¬ 
now. 45. 

CERTIFICATE(S)- 

Question re discountenancing of - 

I from private registered doctors on 
North Western Railway. 368. 
CEYLON— 

Question re— 

Rice exported to-. 133. 

Withdrawal of ban on emigration of 

Indian labour to -. 379. 

CHAIRMAN(EN)— 

Nomination of the Panel of-. 233. 


CASUALTY(IES)- 
Qiiestion re— 

Air raid -amongst Indians in Ran¬ 
goon, Moulmein and Tavoy. 43. | 

Arrests and - during recent dis¬ 

turbances. 193-94. 

•-and damage dpring recent dis¬ 

turbances, 182-83. 

-, arrests, etc., during the recent 

political disturbances. 195-96. 

CATERING CONTRACT{S)— 

See “ Contract(8) ”. 

CATERING CONTRACTOR(S)— 

See “ Contractor(s) ”. 

CAVEESHAR, SARDAR SARDUL 
SINGH— 

Question re solitary confinemtot in the 
Lahore Fort of -. 179-80. 


CHARCOAL GAS-PRODUCER PLANTS— 
See “ Gas Producer Plant(B) 

I CHARGEMAN(EN)— 

Question re confirmation of certain Elec- 

I trical subordinates as Assistant - 

on North Western Railway resulting 
in supersession of Muslims. 365-66. 

CHATTOPADHYAYA,MR. AMARENDRA 
NATH— 

Question re— 

Advertising agencies selected by the 
Information and Rroadcasting De¬ 
partment. 190-91. 

Air raid casualties amongst Indians in 
Rangoon, Moulmein and Tavoy. 43. 
Alleged use of machine-guns, tear 
gas and inwndiary bombs in Cal¬ 
cutta during recent disturbances. 
316. 
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CHAT'l'Ol’ADHy.AYA, MR. AMARENDRA 

N MM—crw*Z. 

QiiestioTi re — sontd. 

Arrests and casualties during recent 
disturbances. 193-94. 

Cash and pay contractors on North 
Western Railway. 47. 

Complicity of Railway labour and 
employees in causing damage to Rad¬ 
way property. 24. 

Damage to Railway property resulting 
from the rcoent mob violence. 21-23. 

D Ullage to the Postal Department 
property resulting fioin the recent mob 
violence. 21. 

Dc]>rociation of labour wage.i. 11.5-17. 

De.sinibility of politioal propigania 
talks from the Delhi Radio-Station. 
191-92. 

Evacuec.s from Burma and the Far 
East. 118-19. 

Extent of dislocation in War Transport 
resulting from the recent mob violence. ‘ 

. 23-24. 

Health of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. 
193. 

Meetings and function of the Supply 
Committee. 25. 

Monopolistic supply agencies of the 
Supply Department. 448-19. 

I’ositiOn concerning stocks and pio- 
ductiou of wheat, rice, etc., and their 
jiric" control. 119-2.3. 

Recruitment of trainees for appoint¬ 
ment as Deputy Assistant Control¬ 
lers of Purchase. 25-2(». 

Repairing of the recent damage caused 
on various railways. 450-52. 

Research for finding substituU* for cin¬ 
chona and quinine under Ayurvedic 
system. 602-03. 

Scheuve for a National Government 
at the Centre. 117-18. 

Service rendered by the National War 
Front during recent disturbances. 
192-93. I 

Sterling position of India. 311-12. 

Subsistence allowance for Anglo-Indian 
and Indian evacuees frpm Burma and 
Malaya. 603-04. 

Treatment of the Congress Working 
Committee members under deten¬ 
tion. 314-16. 


CHATTOPADHYAVA. MR. .A.M.^RENDRA 
NATH—cortcW. 

Question re — concld. 

War expenditure in Malaya and Burma, 
apportionment of deionca oxpj.idi- 
tiire and Lease and Lend position of 
India. 312-14. 

CHIEF AUDITOR— 

I Question re disrog.ard of communal re¬ 
cruitment rules in the office of the-, 

I North Western Railway, Lahore. 
370. 

CHINESE FORCE{S)- 
See “ Foroc(s) 

CTNCHO-NA— 

Question re research for finding substi¬ 
tute lor-and qiiiiiino under 

Ayurvedic system. 502-03. 

CINCHONA BUSHIES)— 

Question re extraction of .jivnino fro ii 

-in the nursery stage. 491-96. 

CINDER CONTRACTS;— 
iS’ee “ Ctmtract{s) ”. 

CINDER CONTRACrOR(S)— 
iSVc “ Contractor(s) 

CITY BOOKING AGENCY(IES)— 

(Question re - on North Western 

Railway. 370. 

CIVIL PIONEER FORCE— 

(Question re representation of Scliednjed 

Castes in the-Units. 385-86. 

CIVIL PROCEDURE (AMENDMENT) 
BILIv— 

•Sec “ Code of-” under " Bil]( 9 ) 

CIVIL PROCEDURE (SECOND AMEND¬ 
MENT) BILI>— 

<8Vc “ Code of-’’ under “ Bil](8) 

j CLERICAL STAFF— 

I Bee “ Staff 
CLERK(S)— 

Question re — 

Ignoring the claim for confirmation of 

a Hmdu lower grade-of J^orth 

Western Railway, Audit Depart¬ 
ment. 370-77. 

Promotions of Sub-Divisional-on 

North Western Kailv/ay. 51. 

Uniforms for trains - on North 

Western Railway. 62. 

;CLUB{S)- 

I Question re Railway - reserved for 

! Europeans. 46. 


II2L.A© 
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CODE OF CIVIL riU)CEDUitE<{A.MEXD- 
MENT^ BILL— 

A'r “ I3ill(sj ’■ 

C(U)^^ OF Civil. I'l^OCEDCRE (SKCONO 

\MF.\0\IKXT) Bin_ 

S,,- “ B'll(s) 

COFFF.K MMlKCr EXCAN'SIOX 151LL - 
.S' Billls) ” 

C'»LLi'vrr\'F KJAE(:')- 

iSe^ ■' Fi.icc^l 

COLLKOE'S) - 

ir cuncplirtlK'.ii ol'\\h'■^1 
Ilf coitnin - m iXHu. C*:] 

COMMWDER-IN-CHIRF, HlS EXCEL 
LENCV THE- • 

Motion for a'ljournm''nt tr n'lnaiLfi 

of His Kvc'.-Ileiu'y tKi' C,mi'r..iti(i( • 

iti-Cliu'r. f)L'. 

CoMMi'LROfAL BIMVCH - 

(I'uestion >e pn'jioncKnwi.<• of IIiikIu.s ip. 

Bates Sooticin,-, XoiUi \V.Mt:»t>i 

Bailwaj Hoivl^aarteu OThw 36 (- 

6o. 

COMIifRRCL'.L COHBOR.Crr<L\’('3) ■ 
Qtjerftinn rr act.i iliev of t'lc I 'ulod Kin,"- 
rloiii . .‘il 1-17. 


“ f’OMMEBCltL FTAFF MKIIT- 
.SVs " Mi’plin(r(«) ”, 
cotrMri’TFFi'.s) 

Appoiri’riio P of Ml' E L (’ (Lull to tin* 
on '1 i.ivelinii.' and otliof Allow- 
nricf.H <o MoMib'-'s of tli' lii.l/.v;i Ia'^is- 
1,1 in,-o. 

Klool-ion of II IMiMnlirr to the Defciice 

C.itMiilt'iiiiV' -. 76. I9fl 

Biosi iiHiKm of tho Bofiort of tlio Btibhe 
Aif'inni-, -. 234. 

(,>11 'Si top 1," - 

Aitosls o<' til'' nii'i'ilipi^ o" t'le Cong- 

ri'KK 

TF’-di-abilitv of sp-fdv dupiwiil of 
CM,*-,,-; liy t!u' ILiilway I! v'.'s Adu 
.sorv-, .717. 

Mwliip;. and fu’i”Uo:i of tlv.' .‘iiiopL 


COMMITTEE ON PETITION,S- ■ 

.Apyioiiitment of the,-. 234. 

COMMCV: \L '-OMFOiSlTION— 

ytr'stio.i le -of offi.'ciM in llio St.Oi-os 

D.'pni l.inciiT on Nortli M'esxc-rn Ilail- 
wa\. 4i5. 

COMMUNAL P.ECUUITMENT RULES— 
S'-e “ Bill'(.s'. ”. 

COMPANIES (AMF.NOMENn BILL - 
N, (• “ Indian — - ’ iindf-r “ Billfs) 

' COMP \NI ES (SECO.VD AMENDMENT) 
BILE¬ 
S'.'' •* [n.'Bin —~ ” r.nde:- ” Bill(-i) 
COMPENSATTO.\(S}— 

Qiu'stion re .ajipiu '.tion fn - - - liy ono 
MiiMaii’iiiat llcni J’lari, widow of Knr.iii 
Sirii'h, a pal'ddar on Shalidam-Snlia- 
I laiipur Baiiway. .71. 
(’(MiirEN.SATORY ALLO\VL\NCK(S) - 
; S'-" " Aliov ”, 

C0MPT,.MNT(,S1 - 
i tinostum ir - 

i - -■ aLHii-st the I lilwMv (‘iiidcr ron- 
ti’ic'tor at Liifkn.'iw •I(>, 

- - actainst tlu worhin;; of t'l' food 

! oontivil. 332-33. 

'c.)XDn’ION(Sl - 

Qi'cdioii /' ]ii('SciiI''’il oriurirnt 

I -for coiitr lotois as ro^iir Is p.iyii'otit 

1 (rf wages, (to, to llii'ir ('ni|i!u\f'Cs. 

I 

.'CONFINEMENT - 

' Qiif'stio’i rr solitary-in tlie Lnliore 

i Fort of Sardiu Sardul Singli Ci'.v''C‘sint. 

I 170-30. 

jCONTIRMATtONiS)— 

I Qu’stion ir- 

i — • of coiti.ii ElecLrioal rsuhonJinate.s 
' ns A.s'ustint ('hargi nion on Noitb 

I \Vi.“'lei’U ;\s' I'lsulting in sn]K‘i'- 

sf,mon ('f Mu-diins. 3(j.")-6(). 

Ii/iioting the <‘t oni fi't -- - of a Hindu 

lowf'r jjrade ol'-;k of North M'eetcrn 
■Iwaj, Audit Dep.irtment. 37G- 


J’ro;;i'oss .i.i.l progrannno of wmlc of 

the Re onstvu.'tion .- liV2-r>9. 

Bepi'ii't of t!i(>-on Travelling ?.\nl 

othei allow anoos to Members of tin 
Indian D'gislatlire. .717, .71.7 

Re8oluti.ni r'.'- for enquiry into t.-'C 

allotred' niilifaiT and pohee tx.e«es 
.7J,'i..4L 


I 77. 

I Proto .ts from North Westem Railway 

tt-iploxees agaipjit embargo on - 

379. 

CONGRESS— 

CJue"tioTi >r — 

Arrests of the members of the-Woi k- 

mg Committee, etc. 185-86. 
dYcatment of tho-Working Commit¬ 

tee m.'mbers under detention. 314-15. 
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CONSERVATION— ' CO-ORDINATION — 

Question ic steps for-, cl'’., of petrol 1 Question re inachinerv for-of acti- 


supplte'--. 435-1(). 

CO\Ti?ACT(si - 
Question re — 

Caferin^t -uith BallablulAS t’sh- 

waiilas on East Indian Railntvv. 
44. 

Cinder-at Lucknow railway sta¬ 

tion. 4(j. 

Monoriol^y of eatciing-to Ballnbh- 

das Ksliwardas on East Indian Rail¬ 
way. 44. 

Subletting of certain vending - by 

Hallablidas EslnvarJas. 52-.53. 

CONTRACTOR(S)— 

QuosUou re - 

Approved-of tho Ceiitm) Public 

W'ork.s Department. 457-58. 

Casli and pay-on North West¬ 

ern Ruilw ay. 47. 

Complaint against the railw.vy cinder' 
at Lueknow. 40. 

Iiure.asc in the t.aiiff rates of Messrs. 

RaJlabhdas Eshwardas, C.itc’-ing- 

East Indian Railway. 375. 

Prc.^cribed Government conditions for 

-as regards piyment of wages, 

etc., to their employees. 380-87. 

C0NTR1BUTI0N{S)— 

Question r\i — 

Contributions by tho British Govern¬ 
ment towards India’s military ex¬ 
penditure. 331-32. 

Finaneial -to tho T.^ague of Nations. 

504-05. 

CONTROL— 

Question re— 

Complaints againit the working of the 
food -. 332-3.3. 

Position concerning stocks and pro¬ 
duction of wheat, rice, etc., and their 
pneo -. 119-23. 

Student strikes, duiincr recent disturb¬ 
ances, in Universities and institu¬ 
tions under the Central Government 
-. 504. 

CONTROLLER(S) OF PURCHASE— 

See “ Deputy Assistant Controller(rt) of 

Purchase ”. 

CONTROLLER OF SUPPLY— 

Question rc reduction in pay of sweopors 

of the Office of the-, Bombay. 44. 

CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES BII-L— 

See “.^Multi-Unit-“ under “ Bill(a) | 


vities of diiVercnt Goi eminent Depart- 
luents in u l.dioii to all cvacuee.s coming 
to India. 501. 

CORPORATION(S)-- 
Qnestion re activities of the United King¬ 
dom Commercial-. 513-17. 

CORRECTIVE ACTION - 
Question re Railway P.lavd instnictions 
concerning ng.unst Radway' om- 

ploji'ccM. 3(i7 68. 

rO'ITON - 
Question re — 

Amount earmarked for purchase of 

short staple-. 115 

Short sta})le-purchased by Govern¬ 

ment. 1)3-11. 

COTTON GINNING AND PRESSING 
FACTORIES (AMENDMENT) BILL— 
See “ RilUs) 

COUNCIL(S)— 

Motion for nd|ournmcnt >e Durban City 

-’s move for expiopriation of Indian- 

owned lands. 458. 

COUNSEL— 

Question re partial re-imbursement of 

-’s foe pud bv certain Travelling 

Ticket E.xarmncrs of Moradaliad Divi¬ 
sion for tlieir ilefence m a criminal 
case. 375-76. 

CRIMINAL CASE(S)— 

<SVf *• Case(s) ”. 

CrRRENCY(lF-:S)— 

Question re — 

E vpansion of Indian -. 331. 

Intlatiori of - — s nd measures for check¬ 
ing it. 318-20. 

CURTAILMENT- - 

Question re -of poivi ri of Sub-Assis¬ 

tant Siirgi'ons on North Wc^tcin Rail¬ 
way. 360. 

D 

DALAL, DR. SIR RATANJI DINSHAVV - 
Resolution re amendment of rule.s gnvein- 
ing the grant of travelling and other 
ftllowancc-s to Meiulxus of the Iiidiau 
Leguiiature. 82. 
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DAM.MR.AXANCAMOHAK - | 

Elcrtion (if - — to 1 he StandniK fommittrc 
for th(.' Posts and Air Department. 
190. 

Question re-- 

AViolition of the Telegraph Office at 
Manoomukh, .Assam. 2-3. 
Amalgamated T{(‘ngal and Assam Rail¬ 
way and elfeet on salaries, etc. 40. 
K\fienditure on amenities for employees 
on Bengal and Assam Railway. 40. 
Railway Cluha lesorvcd for EnrojKians. 
46. 

Question (Supplemontarv) re rojniring 
ef Hie recent d image caused on various 
railways. 4ol. 

DAAIA0E(8)- 

Qhii'stion ir — 

Casii'iltK's and ■ - during recent d.s- 
tiirliaiv.es. 182-8'1.' 

Coiiiplicitv of Railway hhour .and 
employee,^ in causing — - to Railway 
property. 24. 

-caused to Postal Dejmrtmeat pro¬ 
perty during leeent disturbances. 
440. 

-caused to Railway property dining 

recent disturbances. 441-42, toL' 

— due to fire in the Railway (lli.iimg) 
.Vecounts Office, Delhi, 442 43. | 

-- to Hailwas' firopirty resulting from 
the recent mob aioleiiee. 21-23 
to the Pcs-td Dep.utnient property 
lesultmg fioin the leeent mob Molenee. 
14-15. 21. 

I’li'caution.ary steps against — by 
recent in.ffi violence. 453. 

R.‘pairing of the recent - — c.iiiscd on 
various railways. 450-62. 

DAS, PANDIT NILKANTHA— 

Resolution re Committee for enquiry into 
the alleged militirc' and police excesses. 
52C>, .527, 534. 

DEARNESS ALLOWANCE— 

, Stt *‘ Allo^vance(8) ”. 

DE-VrH(S)— 

E.xpressions of regret on the - of Sir 

Ibrahim Rahimtoola, Dr. li, Raghaven- 
dra Rao, Seth Haji Sir Abdoola Haroon 
and Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henrv Gidnev 
66-59. 

DEBT(S)~ 

Question re rep itriated sterling-. 316 . 


DECLARATIONIS) OP ENEMPTION— 

Home Department under the Regis¬ 
tration of Foreigners Act (laid on tlie 
table). 137-to, 190-97. 

DhlEENCE - 

Question re partial re-iinhurscraent of 
(Jounsel’s fee paid by certain IVavclling 
Ticket Examiners of Moiadabad Divi¬ 
sion for their-in a criminal case. 

375-70, 

DEFENCE CONSULTATIVE COMMIT- 

'['EK—. 

Election of a membi’r to the-, 196. 

Motion re election of a member to t!ie- 

7.5. 

DEFENCE EXPENDITURE— 

Question re War evpendilure in Malaya 

and Burma, apjxirtionmcnt of-and 

licase and Irf'nd position of India. 
312-14. 

DEFENCE LOAN{S)— 

Sec “ Loan(s) ”, 

DEFEN(;E of INDIA RULES— 

See “ Rulc(.s) ”. 

DEFINITION(S)— 

Question re-of “ Anglo-Indians ”. 

IHl. 

DELAA^ - 

Question re - in the duposal of the 

jicrsonal olTects of deceased evacuecB in 
Mi'dra.s. 381-82. 

DELHI - 

Jlotiori for adiournmcr.t re— 

-Alleged laMilt by the-police to Lady 

VoliinU-ers picketing the Legislative 
Assembly Chamber. 134-36. 

Alleged maltreatment to Mr. and Mrs. 

S. N. Jauhar by the - Police. 

337-39. 

Failure to take measures for saving the 
building and record of Railway Clear- 
jng Accounts Office, -. 62. 

Que stion re— 

Alleged refusal bv the authorities of 

the Irwin Hospital,-, to give 

blood transfusion to a person wounded 
in recent rioting. 334-36. 

Cancellation of wheat permits of certain 

Colleges in-. 133. 

Damage due to fire in the Railway 

Clearing Accounts Office,-. 442- 

43. 

Desirability of political propaganda talks 

from the-Radio Station. 191-92. 

Long sumine# vacation in the - 

Polytechnic, 126. 
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DELHI— contd. 

Question re-—contd. 

Medical treatment of pei-sons wounded 
by firint; during riots in Nagpur and 
-. 177-79. 

Muslim graveyard for Aliganj 
-. 47. 

Notices by - I|iproveinent I’rust 

to leasees for speeding up building. 
47. 

Rate for a plate of fi.sh at the Hindi 

Refreshment Room, - Raiiwa; 

Station. ,376. 

Recent disturbances in-. 167-71. 

Resistance to rioters setting fire to the 
Railway Clearing Accounts Oftii 
-. 462-537 

Strike by students in the Electrical 
Engineering Class of the Delhi Poly 
technic. 124-25. 

Students in the Electric.al Engineering 

Cla.S8 of the -- Polytechnic. 124. 

DELHI PROVINCE- 
Quostion re summons fees under Payment 

of Wage.s Rules for-. 507. 

DEPARTMENT(S)— 

Que.stion re desirability of cntnisting all 
matters connected with the Press 

solely to one-and one Meinber- 

in-chvrge. 320-21. 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, 
HEALTH AND LANDS— 

Hee “ Education, Health and Lands, 
Department of”. 

DEPRECIATION— 

Question re - of labour wages. 116- 

17. 

DEPUTY ASSISTANT CONTROLLER(S) 
OF PURCHASE— 

Question re recruitment of TYaineos 

for appointment as-. 25-26. 

DEPUTY SECRETARY(IES)— 

Question re Assistant, Additional,-and 

.Joint Srtcretaries in Government of India 
Departments. 180-81. 

DE3HI RAJYA— 

Motion for adjournment re extradition of| 
Pandit Lakhpat Ram Sharma, Editor 

of the-. 60-61. 

DESHMUKH, MR. GOVIND V.— . 

Appointment of-to the Committeo 

on Petitions. 234, 

Motion for adjournment re Durban City 
Council’s move for expropriation of| 
Indian-owned lands. 458. 


DESHMUKH, MR, GOVIND V.-contd. 
Question re— 

Amount earmarked for purchase of 
short staple cotton. 11.6. 

” Bevin Roys ” roturued to India and 
their employment. 112-13. 
Employment on active service of mem¬ 
bers of the University Training Corps. 
176-77. 

Materials or aiticlcs received under the 
Lease and Lend Agreement. 115, 
371-72. 

Medical treatment of persona wounded 
by firing during riots in Nagpur and 
Delhi. 177-79. 

Short staple cotton purchased by 
Government. .11.3-14. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Progress and programme of worli ol tlie 
Reconstruction Committees. 109. 
Recent disturbances in Delhi. 170. 
Reciprocity Bill— 

Motions to refer to Select Committee and 
to adjourn the deiiatc. 399-406. 
Resolution re. Committee for enquiry into 
the alleged mihtary and police excesses. 
526. 

DESOUZA. DR. F. X.- 
Question (Supplementary) re — 

Extraction of quinine from chinchons 
bushes in the nursery stage. 496. 
Repairing of the recent damage caused 
on various railways. 450, 
DESTRUCTIVE INSECTS AND PESTS 
ACT— 

See “ Act(8) 

DETENTION— 

Question re treatment of the Congress 
Working Committee members under 

-. 314-15. 

DKTENU(S)— 

Motion for adjournment re — 

Mahreatmeiil to pobtical prisoners and 

-in the United Provinces. 459. 

Restrictions on Maulana Hussain Ahmed 

Madani, Dr. K. N. Katju and-in 

the United Provinces. 468-59. 

•IRECTION(S)— 

Question re -under Defence of India 

• Rulqs for running a hotel in the build¬ 
ing occupied by the Alliance Hotel at 
Allahabad. 190. 
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DISCUSSION(S)— 

Motion ior adjounnut iit re. xinsii'li .factorv 
reply of the Finance Mcinbei in legaid 

to early oj)pojtiinity for-of certain 

financial an anpenients belMcen the 
British Goveinnient and the Govein- 
tnent of India. 387.S9,41S-33. 
DISLOCATION— 

Queition ie oAtent of-in War Trans¬ 

port resulting from the recent mob 
vKilcnce. 23-24. 

DIS]MISSAL(S)— 

Question /e-for inaolvenci oi hiibitual 

indebledneaa on .State R.iiluays. 43. 
DLSroSAL- 

Question 1 C desirability of sjiced} - ,of 
casco by the Railway Rates .\d 7 ia 0 ry 
Coinnnttce. 517. 

DlS.SOI.UTION OF MU.SLijl .\L\KIUAGES 
(.AMKNDMKNl) BILl^- 
I'Jte “ Bilhs) ”. 

DISTURBANCES) 

Question /e— 

Alleged use of mnthnic guns, tear 
.'ind iticeudiai”. lioniUs m Calcutta 
during reemt — - . 31.'), 

An cetH and casualties during recent-. 

U)3-'J4. 

Broadcast statement on recent — by 
the Seeictary ot State ioi Jndia. 
32.5.2(J, 

CasiiaUies mid damage during rccs. nt- 

182'H3. 

Casualties, airests, etc., during the recent 
political -—]96-9('., 

Darn'.ge eau''erl to I’ostal Department 
property during recent — -J-IO. 
Damage imised to Kaihiay p/operty 
duung leeent — . >141-42, 152, 

Recent -in Delln. 107-71. 

Seryicea lendeied by the National 

Wai Fiont during recent-. 102- 

93. 

Student siTiIzea, during leecnt-, 

in Uinvertitieo and lUbtitiitious under 
the Central Govermnent control. 504. 
DIVISION (S)— 

- on the Motion for adjournment re 

unsatisfactojy reply of tl,e Finance 
Member lu regard to early opportunity 
for disciK-.sian of ecrtr.in financial arrange- 
menty between the British Govern¬ 
ment and the Government of India. 
433. 


DOCTOR(S)- 

Question le discountenancing of certi¬ 
ficates front private registered - on 

North IV'cutcrn Railway. 368. 

DORAN, MR. A. J.- 

Question le re-employincnt of- as 

Superintendent (Coiumereial), Moracl- 
abad Division. SG4. 

DRUG(S)— 

Question re lists of war lequinmientB 
articles manufactured and - pro¬ 

duced in India. .35-10. 

DUMASIA. MR. N. M. - 
Election of-to tlie Defence Consulta¬ 

tive Coinr.iittee, H'l', 

Motion rc tiio situation m Ind.a. 152, 
213-15, 310. 

DURBAN CITY COUNCIL- 
Sie “ Cour.eil(s) 

1)1/1'Y(1E.S)- - 

Que-tioii re -of Major tJeneral \\ uotl 

in (•f.iitiectioti with o\..iuation of pto])k' 
from But nia. 493-91, 

E 

EARNINC(.S)— 

Statement (lii’d on the i'lble) re net'- 

of roeciiUy Lou&iiuelcd Railway Lines, 

64. 

EAST INDIAN KAUAVAY— 

AVe " Railwf>iy(s) 

EASTERN INDIA - 
Qnest'on /e sea-fun'ite sujipJics of stilt 
to the- 1.1 ea.. 17.3-7.'). 

ECON(3MIC AD\T.SER ■ 

Question re visit to Great Britain of tlio 
Honourable the Fiinneo hlemlier and 

the- to the Government of India, 

32(i-29. 

EmTOR(SV- 

Motion fir adjournrnant le extradition of 
Pandil Lakhpat Ram Sharma, —— of 
tho Deshi Jiujya. 60-61. 

Question re prosecution of tho-, etc., 

of the Hindustan Times and of tho 
H induslcn. 171-73. 

EDUCATION, HEALTH AND LANDS' 
DEPARTMENT OF 

-Notification under the Destructive 

Insects and Peati Act (laid on the tabic). 

65. 
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KI>KCTION(S)— 

- - f)f a Member to the Advisory Com¬ 
mittee for the Utilization Branch of the 
Geological Kuvvey of India. 76-79, 
.199-56, 541 

-of n Member to the Defeneo Consul¬ 
tative Committee. 76, 196. 

-of Meniheri to the St.amhng Com¬ 
mittee for the Posts and Air Department. 
79, 196. 

ELKCTHTCAL ENGINEERING CLASS— 
Question k; - 

Strike by Rtndeiits in the - of the 

Delhi Polyteehum. 121-25. 

Students in the-of the Delhi Pol;, - 

teehmo 124. 

ELECTRICAL SUIlOllDlNArEi 1) - 
AVe “ Subordinate(s) 

EMBAPGO— 

Question re protists from North W'.'ulern 

Railway emplovefs ,av:am.^t -on 

oonhrmatiOne. 379. 

EMIGRATION— 

Question le withdrawal of ban on- of 

Indian labour to Ceylon. 379. 

EAIPl.OYEECS)— 

(iuestion re — 

Aiipliration under payment of W.agcs 

Act by or on behalf of-of Federal 

Railways. 697. 

Complieitv of Railway labour and- 

in cati.sing damage to Railway pro- 
pe-ty. 24. 

Dehiting a railway - with “ Good 

Conduct Marks ” on North Western 
Railwa3\ 37S-79. 

Expenditure on amenities for —— on 
Bengal and A.-sam Railw.’y. 46. 

Liability on Anglo-Indian railway- 

to servo in Auxiliary Fotoe. 371. 
Payment of dearness allowanee to non- 

Government-and Woiknun. 335. 

Prescribed Government conditions for 
contractors as regards payment of 

wages, etc., to their-. 3.S6-S7. 

Protests from North Western Railway 

-against embargo on confirmations 

379. 

Railway Board intmuctions concerning 

corrective action against Railw.iy- y 

367-68. 

Railway-reduced from higher to 

lower grade posts on North VVestern 
Railway. 378. 

Unqualified - promoted as roistries 

in Loco-Workshop, Lucltnow, 45, 


EMPLOVMENT(S) - - 
Que.stion rc ■ 

Bevin Boys ” returned to India and 
their-. 112-13. 

—— oh noii-jridiii:) Burma evacuees in 
Government of India services. 189-90. 

-on active --eivice ot members of the 

. University Tiannng Coiq 8. 176-77. 

Orcaciis.stion lor provuimg - for 

CTacuees from Burma. 500. 

Policy governing tlie-of evacuees 

fioiii Burma. 606. 
ENQUIPV(IES)— 

Question rc right of Railw,sv Trade Unions, 

etc , to assist a Railway servant at- 

into his CISC. 374. 

Reso'.uDoii rr Oiminittoe for-into the 

ailegcrl mditniy a.nd police cm esses. 
518-4-1. 

ESSAX SAPr, MR. H. A. SATH.4R H.— 
h.]ection of — to the Advisory Commiltee 
lor the Utilization Branch of the Geolo¬ 
gical Survey of India. 544. 

Motion ?c cU'cticn of a member to the AeP 
visory Coramittio for the Utilization 
Branch of the Geological Survey of 
India. 339, 345. 

Question rc — 

Bui ma and Malaya evacuees of the Mala¬ 
bar District. 380. 

Delay in the disposal of the personal 
offeetH of deceased evacuees m Madras. 
381-82. 

Measures for expeditious help to tho 
Burma evacuees of the Malabar 
District. 380-81. 

Transport facilities for rohev mg the grave 
food grains situation on tho Malabar 
Coast. 336-37, 370-71. 

Que.st.ion (Supple.mentary) rc monoplv to 
Messrs. Parry and Company, Madras, 
for distribution of sugar in the Madras 
Prcsiilcncy. 497. . 

ESSENTIAL WORK— 

See. “ Work(8) ”. 

establishment SECTION— 

Question re inadequate representation of 

Muslims in-of North Western 

Railway. 446-47. 

EUROPEAN{Sl— 

Question re Railway clubs reserved for 
-. 46. 
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EVACUATION— 

Qupstion 7fi-- 

Duties of Major-General Wood m con¬ 
nection with-of peojilc from 

Burma. 493-94. 

Report from the India’a Agent m Burma 
about - ol Indians. 487. 

KVACUEE(S)— 

Question re— 

Allowances to non-Indian and Indian 
- from Burma. 600-01. 

Burma and Malaya-- of the Malabar 

District. 380. 

Burma-given appointments in 

Government of India Departments 
and their attached and suhoidinalc 
offices. .607-09. 

Delay m the disposal of the personal 

elfcets of deceased-in Madras. 

381-82. 

Employment of non-lndian Burma- 

in Govcnnient of India seivices. 
189-90. I 

-flora Burma and expenditure on 

them. 382-83. 

-from Burma and Malaya. 120-27. 

-from Buima and the Far East. 

118-19. 

Help given by Government of India to 
-from Burma. 499. 

Machinery for co-ordination of activi-, 
ties of different Government Depart-1 

merits in relation to all-coining 

to India. 601. { 

Measures for expeditious help to the | 

Burma-of the Malabar District. 

380-Sl. 

Neglect of domiciled Indian — from 
Buima rcacliing Bengal. 511-13. 

Organisation for providing employment 
for-from Burma. 600. j 

Payment of allouumcs to non-Indi 
Burma -. 188-89. 

Policy governing the emjiloyment of 
-from Burma. 606 

Rates of .allowanees and allotmcnfs to 

-from the Far East and Burma. 

498. 

Rcsponsibilty for payment of allowances 

to Indian - who are Burmese 

Nationals. 601. 

Subsistence allowance for Anglo-Indian 

and Indian - from Burma and 

Malaya. 503-04. 

EVIDENCE (AMENDMENT) BTLL- 
i'cfi “ Indian-” under " BiU(o) 


EXAMINATION(S)— 

Question re subjecting of the old Oiidh 
and Rohilkliand Railway staff to further 

--on transfer to East Indian Rail- 

w'ay. 363. 

EXCAVATION(S)— 

Question re temporary and Work-charged 
Superior Staff employed at certain 

Aroha'ological-. 61. 

EXGESS(ES)— 

Resolution re Committee for entpiiry into 

the iiJleged military and police--. 

618-44. 

EXEMPTIGN, DECLARATTON(S) OF~ 
(S'fc “ DccJarHlicn(8) of Exemption ”. 
EXPANSION— 

Question rc -- of Indian currency. 331. 

E.Xl'KND'JTURE— 

Question 1C— 

Allocation of-on Air Raul Cam¬ 

paigns on Burma. 330, 

Coutubutions by the Biitish Govern- 

nieiit touards India’s nulitaiy -- 

331-32. 

Evacuees from Burma and-on them. 

382-83. 

- on amenities for employees on 

Bengal and Assam Railway. 46. 

War-in Malaya and Buima, appor¬ 

tionment of Defence - --- and Uase 
and Lend position of India, .312-14. 

War-incuned and its appoition- 

ment. 323. 

EXBORT(S)— 

Motion foi adjournment re restiictions on. 

the-of raw hides. 61. 

Question re stoppage of-of raw bide 

18-21. 

EXPROPIUATION- 
Motioii for adjournment re Durban City 

Conneirs move for-of Indiaii- 

ovvned lands. 4C8. 

EXTENS10N(.S)— 

Qup.stifm re -of t’crviee due to war iit 

Railway Board and St.ate Railways. 63. 


FACILITY(IES)— 

Question re transport - for relieving 

the grave food grains situation on the 
Malabar Cdast. 336-37, 870-71. 
FACTORIES (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

8m “ Cotton Ginning and Pressing- 

under “ BiIl(B) 
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J’AR EAST— 

Question re — 

Evacuees from Burma and the -. 

118-19. 

Financial liability lor Indian troops 
employed in the war in —and 
Burma. 329. 

Rates of allowances and allotments to 

evacuees from the - and Burma. 

498. 


FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION(S)— 
Question re —— to the League of Nations. 
604-06. 

FINANCIAL LIABILITY(IES)— 

See “ Liability(ics) 

FINE(S) - 

I Question re colleotivo - imposed. 

* 181-82. 

: FINE SYSTEM- 


FAZL-I-UAQ PIRACHA, KHAN BAHA¬ 
DUR SHEIKH— 
tiuestion re— 

Nature of guarantee to Haj Shipping 
Companies and arrangements for nc.vt 
H ij scabon. 454-6.5. 

The special Haj Inquirv Report. 463- 
64. 

Resolution re ban on the Khaksar move¬ 
ment. 460-08. 


Question re Railway Board letter concern¬ 
ing - . 373. 

FIRE— 

Question re — 

Damage dut' to - in the Railway 

Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi. 442- 
43. 

Resist.ance to rioters setting - to 

the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, 
Delhi. 452-.53. 


FEDERAL RA1L\VAY{S)— 

See “ Railwav(s) ”. 

FEE(S)— 

Question re — 

Paitial re-imbursement of Counsel’s 

-paid by certain Travelling Ticket 

Examiners of Moradabad Division for 
their defence m a criminal case. 
.376-70. 

Summons-under Payment of Wages 

Rules for Delhi Province. 607. 

FILM(S)— 

Quo'jtion re -produced and distributed 

by the-Advisory Board. 105-06. 

FILM ADVISORY BOARD— 

See “ Advisory Board(s) ”. 

FINANCE BILLS— 

See “ Indian-” under “ Bill(8) ”. 

FINANCE MEMBER, THE HONOUR- 
ABLE- 

Motion for adjournment re unsatisfactory 

reply of the - in regard to early 

opportunity for discussion of certain 
financial arrangements between the 
British Government and the Government 
of India. 387-89, 418-33. 

Question re visit to Great Britain of- 

and the Economic Adviser to the Govern¬ 
ment of India. 326-29. 

FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENT(S)— 

Motion foi' Adjourntment re unsatisfac¬ 
tory reply of the Finance Member in 
regard to early oppqrtunity for discus¬ 
sion of certain-between the British 

Government and the Govemmoiit of| 
418-33. 


FIRING- 

Question re medical treatment of persons 

wounded by-during riots in Nagpur 

and Delhi, 177-79. 

FISH— 

Question re. rate for a plate of-at the 

Hindu Refreshment Room, Delhi Rail¬ 
way Station. 376. 

FLOOD(S)— 

Question re breaches on Railway lines duo 
to - in Sind. 383-85. 

FOOD— 

Question re complaints against the working 
of the-control. 332-33. 

FOOD GRAINS SITUATION— 

Question re transport facilities for reliev¬ 
ing the grave grains-on the Malabar 

fkiast. 336-37, 370-71. 

FOOD POSITION- 

Question re -. 129-32. 

FOOD.STUFFS— 

Question re steps for fullest utilization of 
all forms of transport, greater use of 
producer gaa and proper allocation of 
priorities for --—. 9-14. 

FORCE(S)- 

Question rc financial liability for American 

and Chinese - on service in India. 

326. 

FOREIGN NATION(S)— 

Question re suggestion from friendly- 

for legislation conferring certain special 
powers on its military officers on dnty 
in India. 176. 
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rUNCTION(S)— 

Question re jneetings and - of the 

Supply Committee. £5. 

a 

GAS(ES)— 

Question rc — 

Alleged use of machine-guns, tear 
and incendiary bombs in Calcutta 
during recent disturbances. 315. 
Steps for fullest utilization of all forms 
of transpoit, greater use of producer 

-and proper allocation of priorities 

for foodstuffs. 9-14. 

GAS-PRODUCER PLANT{S)— 

Question re charcoal -. 436-37. 

GAZETTED SERVICE(S)— 

Question re promotion in the loner- 

on North Western Railway. 447. 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA— 
Election of a Member to the Advisory 
Committee for the Utilization Branch 
of the Geological Survey of India. 76- 
79, 339-60, 644. 

Question re programme of activities of the 
Utilisation Section of the-. 90-93. 

GHIASUDDIN, MR. M.— 

Motion re the situation in India. 271. 
Question (Supplementary) re position of 
the Indian representatives at the Brit sh 
War Cabinet. 102. 

GHULAM BHIK NAIRANG, SYED 

Appointment of - to the Committee 

on Petitions. 234. 

Expressions of regret on the deaths of 
Sir Ibrahim Ilahimtoola. Dr E. Rjivdia-' 
vendra Rao, Seth Maji Sir Ahdoola 
Haroon and Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry 
Gidnoy. 66-57. 

Motion rc tho eituation in India. MO, 
278-81. 

Nomination of —- to the Panel of Chair¬ 
men. 233. 

Question re appointment of a Non-Muslim 
Stenographer in the Research Bianeh 
of the Central Standards Office for Rad- 
v/ays. 15-16. 

GHUZNAVI, SIR ABDUL HALIM- - 

Ap})ointment of - to the Committee 

on Petitions, 234. 

Motion re the situation in India. 236-40. 
Question re payment of dearness aUowanco 
to non-Govemment employees and work¬ 
men. 336. 


GIDNEY LIEUT.-COLONEL SIR 
HENRY— 

Exjiressions of regret on the death.=) of 
Sir Ibrahim Rahinitoola, Dr. E. Ragha- 
vendra Rao, Seth Haji Sir Abdoola 
Haroon and- .5.5-59. 

“ GOOD CONDUCT MARKS 
Question re debiting a Railway employee 

with-on North Western Railway. 

378-79. 

GORAKHPUR— 

Que^tion re non-posting of certain Muslim 
Radw'ay Auditors of the Punjab Circle 

at Barcill/ or - for full prescribed 

period. 377. 

GOVERNMENT(.S)- 
Questioti rc— 

Prescribed — - conditions for contrac¬ 
tors as regards payment of wages, 
etc., to tbcir enifdoyee.s. 3S6-87. 

Short staple cotton purchase 1 by -. 

11.3-14. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT(S) - 
Question te maclnnciy for co-oidiiiation, 
of activities of dilleront —— in relition 
to all evacuees coming to India. 601, 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA— 

Motion for adjournment re unsatisfac¬ 
tory reply of the Finance Member in 
regard to early opportunity for discua- 
woii of <*ertain finaneial arrangements 
between the British Government and 

the-. 337-89,418-33. 

Question ie — 

Employment of non Indian Burma 

evacuees in-.services. 189-90. 

Help given liy . to evacuees from 

Burma. 499. 

Practice in tho matter of oliserving 
the percentage for reprc.sentation of 
i minority communities in —Services. 

42. 

,Silver sold by - in I..ondon market 

since the commencement of War. 
187. 

Visit to Great Britain of tho Honourable 
the Finance Member and the Economio 
Adviser to tho-. 326-29. 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA DEPART- 
MENTS— 

Question re— 

Assistant, Additional, Deputy and 

Joint Secretaries in-. 180-81. 

Burma, evacuees given appointments in 
- and their attached and subordi¬ 
nate offices. 607-09. 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA PRESS(E.S)- 
See “ PreB9(e8) 

GOVERNMJ5NT OFFICE(S}— 

S‘!c “ Office(a) 

GOVERNMENT POLICY— 

See “ Policy 

GOVERxNOR GENERAL— 

-’h assent to Bills. 63-64. 

GRADE(.S)— 

Question re railway einplojeca redueerl 

from liigher to lower-pasts on North 

Western Railway. 37S. 

GRAIN f;;HOP(S)— 

See “ Shop(s) 

GRAVE,YARD(S)— 

Qu'-'-.tion re Miishni-for Alicjanj area, 

Delhi. 47. 

GREAT BRITAIN— 

Qiu'stion 10 TiPit to-of the Honourahle 

the PiiiAiKe ?Jeinbcr and the Economic 
Advi'cr to the Govcinnient of Indu. 

GRIEVAx\CE(S)_ 

Question ro- — 

-of the Ordnance Factonos Direc¬ 
torate staff transferrod to C.iicutta. 
510-11. 

Recent rieniorandum of - by the 

Press Association of New Delhi. 103- 
65, 

GRIFINTHS, MR. P. J,- 
Motion re the situation in India. 230. 
248-53. 

“ GROW .MORE FOOD 

Question re -Campau'n. 127-29. 

GUARANTEE(S)— 

Question re natuic of-to Haj Sliipping 

Companies and arrangements for ne,\t 
Haj Bea.sou. 454'-55. 

GUN(S) - 

Question re alleged use of maeliine ——,, 
tear gas and incendiary Jbomb.9 in Cal¬ 
cutta during recent disturbances. 315. 
GWTLT, MR. E. L. C.— 

Appointment of - to the Committee 

on Travelling and other Allowances to 
Members of the India Legislature. 469- 
60. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

' Inflation of currency and measures for 
checking it. 319. 

Steps for fullest utilization of all forms 
of transport, greater use of producer 
gas and proper allocation of priorities' 
for foodstuffs. 14. 


H. 

HAJ INQUIRY REPORT— 

See “ Kepoit(s) ”. 

1-IAJ SEASON— 

Question re nature of guarantee to Haj 
Shipping Companies and arrangements 
for next-. 4.14-.55. 

HAJ SHIPPING COMPANIES— 

See “ Shipping Company(ie8) ”. 

HEADQUARTERS OFPICE- 
Question /e — 

Filling of certain vacancies in Personnel 

Branch, North Wostorn Railway-, 

resulting m supci-session of Muslims. 
365. 

Paucity of Mulfim stonographers in- 

c,f North Western Railway. 447-4S. 
Preponderance of Hindus in Rates Sec¬ 
tion, t'ormnorcial Branch, North West- 

cin Ra.Iuay-. 364 05. 

Traflic Innpcetora in - of North 

Wcotem R.iil«.ay. 366-07. 

HFALTH- 

Questiw.i /c-of Mr, Sarat Chandra 

Bo.«c, 193. 

HEJ.P— 

Question »e- 

-given bv Govcmnient of India 

to evacuee 1 from Burma. 499. 

Measures for expeditious-to tho 

Burma oTacuees of tho Malabar 
District. 380-81. 

HIDE(S)- 

Motion for adjournment re restrictions 

on the export of raw -. 61. , 

Question re stoppage of export of raw 
-. 18-21. 

HILALY, .MR. A. 

OathofOdiee. 1,233. 

HINDU(S)- 
Question le — 

Ignoruig the claim for confirmation of 

a-lower grade clerk of North 

Western Railway, Audit Department. 
376-77. 

Prepond.erance of-in Rates Section, 

Commercial Branch, North Western 
Railway Hoadquarters Office. 364- 
65. 

Senioiity of certain- via-a-via certain 

Muslims in the Binding Dopartrhent 
of the Government of India Press, 
New Dellii. 41. 
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HINDU REFRESHMENT ROOM(S)— 
See “ Refreshment Roora(8) 

HINDUSTAN— 

Question re prosecution of the Editor, etc., 

of the Hindustan Times and of the-. 

171-73. 

HINDUSTAN TIMES— 

Question ie prosecution of the Editor, etc., 

of the - and of the Hindustan 

171-73. 

HOME DEPARTMENT— 

-Declarations of Exemption under the | 

Registration of Foreigners Act (laid on 
the table), 137-40, 196-97. 

HOSPITAE(S)— 

Question re alleged refusal by the authori¬ 
ties of the Irwin-Delhi, to give 

blood transfusion to a person wounded 
in recent rioting. 334-35. 

HOTEL(S)- 

Qucstion re direction under Defence of 

India Rules for running a - in the 

building occupied by the Alliance- 

at Allahabad. 190. 

HOURS OF BUSINESS- 
See “ Busine.s8, Hours of 

HUSAIN AHMED MADANI, .MAUUANA— 
Motion for Adjournment re restrictions on 

-, Dr. K. N, Katju and detenus in 

the United Provinces. 458-59. 

I 

IMPROVEMENT TRUST(S)— 

Question re notices by Delhi-to lessees 

for speeding up building. 47. 

INCENDIARY BOMB(S)— 

See “ Bomb(8) ”. 

INCREMENT(S)— 

Question re iniphcations of sanctioning of 
an - of pay of a Railway subordi¬ 

nate. 373, 

INDEBTEDNESS— 

Question re dismissals for Insolvency or 
habitual-on State Railways.' 43. 

INDIA— 

Question re — 

,-\ir raids on-. 183-S5. 

Bevin Boys selected from --for 

training in the United Kingdom. 
465-66. 

Contributions by the British Govern¬ 
ment towards ———’a military ex- 
penditu^. 331-32. 


INDIA—cow id. 

Question re — contd. 

Financial liability for .\merican and 

Chinese forces oil scivico in-. 

326. 

Lists of war requiroment.s, articles 
manufactured and drugs produced in 
-. 3640. 

Machinery for co-ordination of activi¬ 
ties of different Government Depart¬ 
ments in relation to airevacuces com¬ 
ing to-. 501, 

Manufacture of motor cars in —. 497 

Position of the personnel of the Burma 
.\rmy evacuated to-. 187-88, 

Sea-borne supplies of salt to tlie Eastern 
-areas. 173-75. 

S'eiJing position of-.311-12. 

Suggestion from frioiidlv faeign nation 
for legislation eonterring ceit-nn spe¬ 
cial powers on it.s nulitaiy officers 
on dul’' in-. 176. 

War cvjx‘nditui ’0 in Alalava .md Burma, 
ajiportionmont of dcfi'rice e.xiiemli- 
turo and Lease and Lend position of 
-. :ii2.i4. 

See also “ Motion re the situation in-”, 

INDIA’S A(!ENT- 
Nee “ Agent (s) 

INDIAN(S)— 

Question re — 

Air raid casualties amongst - in 

Rangoon, Moulmein and Tavoy. 43. 

Employment of non-Burma eva¬ 

cuees in Government of India ser¬ 
vices. 189-90. 

Payment of allowances to non-, 

Burma evacuees. 188-89. 

Report from the India’s Agent in Burma 

about evacuation of-. 487. • 

INDLVN BOILERS (AMENDMENT’) BILL 

See “ Bill(s) ”. 

INDIAN COMPANIES (AMENDNENT) 
PILL— 

See “ Bill(s) 

INDIAN COMPANIES (SECOND AMEND- 
I MEN'D BILI^ 

I Nee‘‘BiU(8)”. 

INDIAN CURRENCY— 

See “ Currency (ies) 

INDL4N EMIGRATION ACT— 

See “ Act(8) 

INDUN EVACUEE(S)—' 

See “ Evacuee(8) ”, 
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INDIAN EVIDENCE (AMENDMENT. 
DILI.- ' 

Si’a " 

INDIAN FINANCE BILL- 
See “ Bill(s) 

INDIAN LAJiOUR- 
Scr. “ Labour 

INDIAN LEOISLATURE- 
See “ Lcgi8lat,urc(s) 

INDIAN LIMITATION (AMENDMENT) 
BILL— 

(See '■ BHi(s) 

INDIAN MEDICAL COUNCIL (AMEND¬ 
MENT) BILI^' 

(See *• BUl(s) 

] NDIAN MERCHANT SHIPPING (AMEND, 
MENT) BILL- 
.SVe " 13 i11(6.) 

INDIAN OVERSEAS DEPARTMENT— 
-Notification under the Indian Emi¬ 
gration Act (laid on the table). (it>. 

INDIAN PATENTS AND DESIGNS 
(EXTENSION OF TIME) BILL— 

'• Bil!(s)”. 

INT/TAN PENAL CODE (AMENDJIENT) 
BILL— 

(See “ Bi]!(«) 

INDIAN Pi{lSONEn(S) OF WAR - 
(Sec “ rrisonor(.s) of War. ” 

INDIAN RAILWAYS (AMENDMENT) 
BILL- 
..SV “ Bill (s) ” 

INDIAN REPRESENTATIVE(S)- 

Question re position of the -- at the 

British War Cabinet. 99-102. 

See alo Representative (s) ” 

INDIAN RUBBER CONTROL (TEMPORA¬ 
RY AMENDMENT) BILI^ 

See “ Bill(s) ”. 

INDIAN TOLLS (ARMY) AMENDMENT 
BILL- 
See “ Bill(s) 

INDLAN TROOP(S)- 
See “ Troop (s) 

INDIAN-OWNED LANDS— 

See “ Land(8) 

INDUS VESSELS (AMENDMENT) BILL- 
See “ Bill(8) 

INDUSTRIAL STATISTICS BILL- 
See “ Bill(8) 


INDUSTRIAL UNDERTAKING(S)— 
Question re recent labour striJres in ■— 
87-90. 

INDUSTIIY(IE.S)— 

Question re organisation of and assistance 
to-for meeting war supply require¬ 

ments. 437-40. 

INFERIOR SERVICE(S)— 

Question re minimum age for appoint¬ 
ment to - on North Western Rail¬ 

way. 377. 

INFLATION— 

Question re-of currency and measures 

for ehed.ing it. 318-20. 

INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING 
DEPARTMENT— 

Question re advertising acrcnr'iea scDcted 
by the-, 190-91. 

INLAND AIRMAIL SERVICE— 

(Sec “ Airmail Service 

INSOLVENCY ~ 

Question re dismissals for- or habitual 

indobtednes.s on State Railways. 43. 

INSPECTOR(S)- 

Quesfion re Traffic - in Hcad(|ua»'ters 

Office of North Western Railway. 
366-67. 

INSTITUTION(R)— 

Question re — , 

-- granted lands in Now Delhi. 53. 

Student strikes, during recent disturban¬ 
ces, in Universities and-under 

the Central Government Control. 
504. 

INSTRUCTI0N((S)— 

Question re Railway Board-concern¬ 

ing .corrective action against Railway 
Employees. 367-68. 

INSULT— 

Motion for adjournment re alleged - by 

the Delhi Police to Lady Volunteers 
picketing the Ixigislative Assembly 
Chamber. 134-36. 

INSURANCE RULE(S)— 

See “ Rule(8)” 

INTERCHANGE STOCK VERIFIERS— 
See “ Stock Verifier(8) ”. 

IRWIN HOSPITAT^ 

See “ Ho8pital(8) 

ISMAIEL ALI KHAN, KUNWAR HAJEE— 
Question (Supplementary) re steps for 
conservation, etc., of petrol supplies. 
436 . 
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JAMES, SIR F. E.— 

Motion for adjournment te unsatisfactory 
reply of the Finance Mcinb( r m regard to 
early opportunity for discussion of 
certain fin'incia) urrangcinents bctvtccn 
the Brit sh GoveriiTncnt and the Govern 
incnt of India. 42i>. 

Motion >r the situation in India. 229. 

Question i r — 

Alleged refusal by the autliorities of tin 
Irwin TIiispiLil, Delhi, to give blood 
transfusion to a pctr()a wounded n 
recent rioting. 331-3.). 

Cliareoal gas-producer plants. 43r,-.‘)7. 
Extraction of quniinn from chinchon. 

buslies in the nursci> stage. 494-90. 
Films produced ami distributed by the 
I'llin .\dvi8ory Boanl. 10.5-00. 

Po itioii of the Indian represent vtives 
at the British. ^Va^ Cabinet. 99-102. 

Pi ogress and programme of work of the 
licconstruction Committees. 10.1-09 
Steps for coirscrvation, etc., of petrol 
supphra. 435-30. 

Steps for elimination of non-essential 
work in Govc.''nment ofiicc.s and poli'y 
oonccniiiig official bti.smess in t’.<‘ 
Central Legislature durmg War period. 
19-1-9.5. 

, Steps for fullest xitilization of all forms 
of transport, greater use of protlucer 1 
gas and viroper allocation of priorities 1 
for foodstuffs. 9-14. ^ ^ I 

Steps for production and Supply of Wur 
Materials. C-9. 

Question (Supplementary) te — 

Damage to the Postal Department 
property resulting from the recent 
mob violence. 15. 

Extent of dislocation in War Transport 
resulting from the recent mob vio¬ 
lence. 24. 

Resolution re Committee for enquiry 
into the alleged military and police 
excesses. 531-33. 

JAUllAR, MU. A'ND MRS. S. N.— 

, Motion for adjournment re alleged mal¬ 
treatment to-by the Delhi Pohcc. 

337-39. . ■ 

JEKANGIR, SIR OOWAS,JI— 

Indian Railways (Ameiidincnt) Bill- 
Motion to refer to Select Committee. 


JEHAXOIR, SIR C0WA8JI—con id. 

Motion for adjoiirnineut re unsatisfacto y 
reply of the Finance Member m reg-ard to 
early opportunity fo ■ discussion of 
certain fin.aiicial aiTangements between 
the Rriiish Government and the Govern¬ 
ment of India. 421,422, 427. 

Motion re the situation in India. 146. 244, 
-4S, 268, 297. 

Xommatioii of-to the Panel of Cliair- 

rneii. 233. 

Question (Supplementary) rc-- 
Activities of the United Kingdom Coni- 
inereittl Corporation. 515, 16. 

Bcvin Boys selected from India for 
tr.i ming in the United Kingdom. 450. 
Monopolmtie supply agencies of tho 
Supply Depaitnient. 449. 

Propaganda and publicity activities of 
tiie Agent Genernl of India in the 
Uhiiled State.s of America. 6. 

Rcient labour slnkcB in industrial undor- 
lakings. 89. 

Steps for fullest utilization of all forms 
of transport, gi eater use of producer 
gas and prcjier allocation of priori- 
tie.s for foodstuffs. 13. 

Visit to Gro.at Britain of the Honourable 
the Finance Member and the Etono- 
mie Adviser to tho GovenmiLiit of 
India. 32S, 329. 

Resolution re- 

Amendment of rules governing the grant 
of travelling and other allowances to 
Members of tho Indian Legislature. 
82,84. 

Ban on the Khaksar movement. 480. 
JOINT SECRETARY(IES)— 

Question re As.-u-stant, Additional Deputy 

and-in Govumment of' India 

Department. 180-81. 

JOSHI, MR. N.'M.— 

Appointment of-to the Committee 

’ on Petitions. 234. 

Motion re tho situation in India. 162, 
160-61, 210-13, 231,235,287,394,309. 
Question tc— 

P.eductioa in Pay of sweepers of tho 
Office of the Controller of Supply, 
Bombay. 44. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 
Ordinances promulgated since the out¬ 
break of the war. 93. 
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JOSHI. MIL N. M —conld. 

Qupfltion {Hupplomeritary)rc —rindd. 

Position of tho Indian rcprosenUtives 
at tin- IJntisli \\ nr Cabiiu-l 102. 
J’rescnbcd Govonimciit condition.^ for 
contractors ns rcp.ards pij-nicnt i 
of waRcs, etc., to their emnlovroR. I 
386,387. ' ‘ ' 

Propaganda find puhlicitv ai tivitics of j 
the Agent General of India ni the j 
United State.? of America. 5 
Pecent labour strikes in indiistnal un ler- 
takiiigs. SS, 89, 90 

K( pairing of the recent damn::*- caused 
nri various raihvays. 4.'>l-4.')2. 
Pcprescntali.'m of Scheduled castes in 
till! Oivil Pioneer Force Units. 386. 
Steps for fullest utib/ation of all forms 
of tian.sport, greater use of jiro.hicer 
gas and proper allocation 6f pi ioritiea 
lor foodstuffs. 12. 

^'isit to Grout Britain of the Honoroubic 
the Finance Member and the Econo- 
nne Advisor to the Government of 
India. 329. 

Wheat piositioa. 111-12. 

Bt Holution re-— 

Ba-i on the Kiiaksar movement. 478 
('oii'uuttcc for encptiry into I he al' ued 
nuhtary and jiolice excessiii. 525, 
528-31. 

JOUIIM^Y PASSfESl-l 

Scf " Passefs). ” 

K 

KA.ir.ASH BEHARI LAL, BABIV- 

Question )f — 

Ap})liealion for eoinpcnuatjon by one 
Mucuiunat Ram Piari, ividow of 
Karan f^ingli, a paladdar on Shahdra- 
Saharanpur Railway. .54. 

Kchdied Area Committee, Shahdara. 64 

KARACHI— 

Que.stKin re “ Commercial Staff” meetings 
on North Western Railway at-. 52. 

KARAM SINGH- 

Question rc application for comjxmsation 
by one Musammat Kara Piari. widow of 

-a paladdar on Shahdaia-Saharaii- 

pur Railway. ,54 
KATJU, DR. K. N.— 

Motion for adjournpient re restriction 
On Maulena Husain Ahmed Madani, 

-and detenu-s in the United Pi-ovinec 

468-59. 


1 KA2IS BILI,- 

See “Muslim — - under “ I3ill(s) 
KHAKSAR MOVEMENT— 

Resolution re ban on the -, 414-18, 

460-86. 

L 

UAROUR 
Question re — 

Complicity of Railway-.and employ. 

ees in causing damage to Railway 
propel ty. 24. 

Withdrawal of ban on emigration of 

Indian-to Ceylon. 379. 

LABOUR STRIKE(S)— 

A'ee “■ .Strikefs) ”, 

LABOUR WAGE(S)- 
6’re “ Wagefs) ”. 

LADY VOLUNTEER(.S)- 
Motion for adjourn.Tient re alleged insult 

by the Delhi f’oJice to-picketing 

the I.egi3lative Assembly Chamber. 
134-30. 

LAHORE- 

Question >e disregard of communal rec¬ 
ruitment Rules in the offic-o of the Chief 
Auditor, Nortli WcBtern Railway, 

-. 376. 

LAHORE Foirr- 

Que.stion rc solitary confinement in the- 

of Sardar .Sardiil Sitigli Uaveoshar. 
179-80. 

LALCIIAND XAVALTtAI, MR.- 
I Code of Civil IVocedure (Serond Amend- 
incnt) Bill—Motion to consider. 356-57, 
358. 359. 

Indian Railways (Amendment) Bill- 
Motion to refer to .Select Committee. 
394-96. 

Motion re the Situation in India. 240-44. 
Question »e— 

Apprentiei- Permanent Way Iiisiiectors 
on North Wc.stern Railw.iy deprived 
of rent-free quarters. 4J. 

Breaehes on Railway hues due to floods 
in Sind. 383-85. 

Certain Railway Board orders relating 
to disposal of appeals. 369. 

' City Booking Agencies on North West¬ 
ern Railway. 370. 

“ Commercial StalT ” meetings on North 
Western Railway at Karachi. 52. 
Curtailment of powers of Sub-Assistant 
Surgeons on North Western Railway. 
369. 
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LALCHAND NAVALUAI, JOl.—confrf. 
Questioa rt — conid. 

Debiting a Railway employee with 
" Good Conduct Marks *' on North 
Western Raihv.iy. 37S-79. 
Discountenancing of certificates from 
private registered doctors on North 
Western Railway. 368. 

Dismissals for insolvency or habitual 
indebtedness on State Railways. 43. 
Evacuees from Burma and expenditure 
on tbcTii. 382-83. 

Lists of war requirements, articles mami. 
factured and drugs produced in India. 
36-40. 

Neglect of doin.cili'd Indian evacuees 
from Burma rcao'nng Bengal. 611-13. 
Promotions of Sub-Divisional clerks on 
North Western Railway. 61. 

Proteds from North \Ve.stern Railway 
employees against embargo on confirm- 
mations. 379. 

Railway Board instructions concerning 
corrective action against Railway 
employees. 367-<>8. 

R.adway employees reJucod from higlier 
to lower grade posts on North Western 
Railway. 378. 

Revision of the ma\imnm pay for 
ebri^'a! staff on North Western R 
way. 368. 

Scope of the martivl lav.' administration 
in Smd. 323-25. 

State Railw£iy staff given' consolidit ‘d 
or pernianeat travelling allowance. 
43. 

Question (Supplementary) re— 

Abolition ot the Telegraph Ofliee at 
Manoomukh, Assam. 2, 3. 
Appointment of a Non-Mnslim Steno¬ 
grapher in the Research Branch of the 
Central Standards Office for Railways. 
16. 

Damage to Railway property resulting 
from the recent mob violence. 23. 
Duties of Major-General Wood in conn¬ 
ection with evacuation of people from 
Burma. 494. 

Ordinances promulgated since the out¬ 
break of the war. 94. - 
Organisation of and assistance to indust¬ 
ries for meeting war supply require¬ 
ments. 439. 

Position concerning stocks and produc¬ 
tion of wheat, rice, etc.’ 99. 

Position of the Indian representatives 
at the British War Cabinet. 100. 


LALCHAND N W.VLIIAI, MR.-roiic?d< 
Question (Supplementary) n — mntd. 

Price eontrol and supply of essential 
articles. 492. 

Railway journey passes issued to offiors 
and sorv.ints of the State Railways. 

17. 

Recent disturbances in Delbi. 170,171. 
Recent labour strikes in industrial 
undertakings. 88. 

Se.a-borno supplies of salt to the Eastern 
India areas. 176. 

Steps for fullest utilization of all forms 
of transport, grculcr u.sc of proilucer 
gas and proper allocation of priorities 
for foodstuffs. 11, 1.3. 

Steps for production and supply of war 
materials. 9. 

War expen.lituro in Malaya and Burma, 
apportionment of defence exjienditnre 
an 1 Le’ise and Lend position of India. 
312, 313, 

Wheat position. 111. 

Repealing and Amending Bill— 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 
360-61. 

ALLJEE, MR. HOOSKINBHOY A.— 
Exo^es■^ton9 of regret on th'i deaths of 
Sir Ibrahim Rahmicoola, Dv- E. Ragha- 
voiidra Rao. Seth H.iji Sir Abdoola 
Ilaroon and Lenit.-Colonel Sir Henry 
Gidiicy. 67-68. 

Legislative Jlcmbers’ Exemption Bill. 

Motion for leave to introduce. .414. 
Motion re— 

Election of a member to the Advisory 
Committee for the Utilization Branch of 
the Geological Survey of India. 345- 
46. 

The situation in India. 287-92, 307. 
Question (Supplementary) re— 

Activities of the United Kingdom 
Commercial Corporation. 514, 616. 
Nature of gurantee to Haj Shipping 
Companies and arrangements for 
next Haj Season. 465. 

Neglect of domiciled Indian evacuees 
from Burma reaching Bengal. 612. 
Position of the Indian rejiresentativos at 
the British War Cabinet, 101. 

The special Haj Inquiry Report. 
453-454. 

Visit to Great Britian of the Honourable 
the Finance Member and the Economic 
Adviser to the Government of India. 
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LALUKE, MR. HOSSEINBttOY, A. 

— C4yntd. 

Reciprocity Bill — 

Motions to refer to Select Committee and 
to adjourn the debate. 409, 411-12. 
Resolution re Ban on the Kliaksar move¬ 
ment. 465-66. 

LAND(S)— 

Motion for adjournment rc Durban City 
Council’s move for e.\propriation of 

Indian-owned--. 4.58. 

Question rc Institutions >?ranted -- in 

New Delhi. 53. 

LAWSON, MR. C. P.— 

Motion rc the situation in India. 223-25. 

I.EAflUK OF NATIONS— 

Question re fit^ancial contributions to the 
-. 50-1-05. 

LFJ\SE AND LEND AGREEMENT- 
Question re materials or articles received 
under the-. 115,371-72. 

LEASE AND I.END POSITION— 

Question re War exjienditure in Malaya and 
Burma, apportionment of dcfenc* ex¬ 
penditure and-of Ii^dia. 312-14. 

LEASE-LEND ARRANGEMENTS- 
Question rc money value of war material 
supplied under-. 320. 

LbXlLSI.ATION— 

Question re suggestion from friendly 
foreign nation for - conferring cer¬ 

tain special powders on its military o|[icers 
on duty in India. 176. 

LEGIST^\TIVE ASSEMBLY CHAMBER— 
See “ AssemWv Chamber ”. 

LEGISLATIVE MEMBER’S EXEMmON 
BILI^ 

See “ Bill(s) ”. 

LEGISLATURE(S)— 

Motion re appointment of Mr. E. L- C. 
Gwilt to the Committee r,n Travelling 
and other .Allowances to Members of the 

Indian -. 459-60. 

Question re steps for elimination of non- 
essential work in Government offices 
and policy concerning official business 

in the Centrsl-during war period. 

194-96. 

Report of the Committee on Travelling 
and other allowances to Members of the 

Indian-. 617,646. 

Resdution re amendment of rules govern¬ 
ing the grant of travelling and other 
allowances to Members of the Indian 
-i-. ‘8L86. .. 


LESSEE(S) 

Question rc notices by Delhi Improvement 
Trust to-foe spWiug up buildiiig» 

47. 

LBrTER(S)- 

Question rc Railway Board —- conoei-ning 
Fine system. 373. 

LTABnjTY(IES)— 

Question re — 

Assets and-of the Prfiserve Bank of 

India. 317-18. 

Financial-for American and Cliiucse 

forces on service in India. 32.7. 
Financial-for Indian troops employ¬ 

ed in the war in Far East and Burma. 
329. 

-on Anglo-Indian Railway emp’.o;. ecs 

to serve in Auxiliary’ Force. 371 
LIAQl^AT ALI KHAN, NAWABZADA 
MUHAMMAD— 

Motion re the situation in India. 296-302, 
307. 

UMITATION (AMENDMENT! BILL - 

See " Indian-” under “ Bill{B) ”. 

LOAN(S)— 

Question rc eubscriptions to defence-. 

331. 

I,OCAI. AREA{S)— 

Qustion rC wage periods fixed in - on 

State Railways under the Payment of 
Wages Act. 26-34. 
LOCO-WORKSHOP(S)— 
ec “ Workshopls) 

LONDON— 

Question re — 

Silver sold by Govnmraent of Indi.t m 

-market since the commencement 

of War. 187, 

Sterling balance held in316-17. 
LOWER G.AZETTED SERMCP—- 
See “ Gazetted Sorvlce(B) ”. 

LOWER GRADE CLERK(S)— 

See “ Oerkis) 

LUCKNOW— 

Question re— 

Cinder contract at'—^ railway station. 
46. 

Complaint against tho railway cinder 

contractor at-. 46. 

Performance of religious ceremonies in 

the Carriage and Wagon Shop, -. 

46. 

Unqualified employees promoted as 
mietries in Loep-Workshop,-. 45. 
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MACHINE riUN(S)— 
Sff “ Gun(s) 


ma(;hineky(tes)— 

Question re -for oo 

activities of different 
Departments in relation t 

coming to India. 501. 


).ordination of 
flo\ ernment 
to all cvftciieeB 


MADRAS— 

Question re— 

Delay in the disposal of the personal 

effects of dect'ased evacuees in- 

381-82. 

Monopoly to Messrs. Parrj’ and Com¬ 
pany, -, for distribution of sugar 

m the-Prosideney. 496-97. 

MAITRA, PANDIT T.AKSHMl KANTA— 
Motion for adjournment re unsatisfactory 
reply of the Finance Member in regard 
to early opportunity for discussion of 
certain financial arrangements between 
the Britisli Government and the Govern¬ 
ment of India. 423-24. 4.11. 


Motion re.— 

Election of a member to the Advi.sory 
Coniniittec f(>r the Utilization Draneli 
of the Geological Surve\ of India. 
339. 342-44. 

The situation m India. 165, 150, 200, 
287,300, 303, 


Question re — 

Air raids on India, 183-85. 

Allovvanees to noii-Indiari ami Indian 
evacuees from Burma. .MiO-D. 

Arrests of the members of the Congress 
Woihing Committee, etc. I8,)-8rt. 

Cancellation of wheat permits Of certain 
Colleges in Delhi. 133. 

Dainai.e caused to Postal Dejiaiiiuenl 
pioperty dui iiig recent disturbmu cs. ■ 
440. ‘ j 

Damage caused to Railway property I 
during recent disturbances. 441-42. 

Damage due to fin m the Railway 
Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi 
442-43. 

Employment of non-Indian Burma 
evacuees in Government of India 
services. 189-90. 

Evacuees from Burma and Malaya. 
126-27. 

Food position. 129-30-32. 

“ Grow more food ” Campaign, 127- 


MAIIRA, PANDIT LAKSHMI KANTA— 
rorid. 

Qiiestuni rc— cmtil. 

Help given by Government of India to 
evacuees from Burma. 499. 

Long summer vacation in the Delhi 
Polytcchuie, 126. 

M lehinery for co-ordination of acti¬ 
vities of different Government Depart¬ 
ments in relation to all evacuees 
coming to India. 501. 

Organisation for providing employ¬ 
ment for evacuees from Burma. 500. 

Organisation of and assistance to indus- 
tucs for meeting war supply require¬ 
ments. 437-40. 

Payment of allowances to non-Indian 
Burma evacuees. 188-89 

Pi'sition of the Inland Airmail service, 
440-41. 

Responsibility for payment of allow¬ 
ances to Indio 1 evacuees who are 
Burmese Nationals. 601. 

Rii’C cx|>orted to Ceylon. 133. 

iStrdvO by students in the Electrical 
Engineering Class of the Delhi Poly¬ 
technic, 124-25 

Students in the Electrical Engineering 
Cl.ass of the Delhi Polytechnie. 124. 

Wage iienods fixed m local areas on 
State Railways under tlie Payment 
of Wages Act. 26-34. 

Question (.Supplomentar}) re— 

Abolition of tlie Telegraph Office at 
M,uioomukh, Assam. 2. 

Alleged n-fusal by the authorities of 
the Irwin Hospital. Delhi, to give 
blood transfusion to a [lerson wound¬ 
ed 111 recent rioting. 334. 

Approved contractors of the Central 
Public Works Department. 468. 

Ca.sualties, arrests, etc., during flie 
recent political disturbai.ees. 196. 

Jhimage to Railway property resulting 
from the recent mob violence. 22. 

Duties of Major-General Woofl in con¬ 
nection with evacuation of people 
from Burma. 493. 

E.xtcnt of dislocation in War Tranaport 
resnlting from the recent mob vio¬ 
lence. 23. 

Extraction of quinine from cmchona 
bushes in the nursery stage. 496,496. 

Films produced and distributed 'by the 
Pilra Advisory Board. 166. 

Financial contributions to the League 
of Nations. 605. 
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MAITRA, TANDIT I-AKSHMI KAKTA 
— routd. 

Question (Supplementary) re — contd. 

Inflation of currency and measures for 
checking it. .119. 

Information about and repatriation of 
Indian pri.sonera of War. 176. 

Ordinances promulgated Funoe the out¬ 
break of the uar. 94. i 

Position concerning stocks and produc¬ 
tion of wheat, rice, etc. 98. 

Price control and supply of osaential 
articles. 492. 

Programme of activities of the Utilisa¬ 
tion yection of the Geological Survey 
of India. 91, 92. 

Berent disturbances in Delhi. 169. 

llc'cent labour strikes in industrial 
undertakings. 89,90. 

R'-coiit memorandum of grievances by 
tlio Press Association of New Delhi. 
165. 

Repairmg of the recent damage caused 
on various BaiJw'ays. 462. 

Rcpoit from the India’s Agent in Burma 
about evacaution of Indians, 487. 

Research for finding substitute for 
cinchona and quinine under Ayurvedic 
system. -602,503. 

Sea-borne supplies-of salt to the Western 
India areas. 174. 

Steps for fullest utilization of all forms 
of transport, greater use of pro¬ 
ducer gas and proper allocation of 
priorities for foodstuffs. 11, 12, 13. 

Subvention to, and position of, the 
National War Front. 321, 322. 

Treatment of the Congress Working 
Committee members under deten- 
lion. 314-1.5. 

Visit to Great Britain of the Honourable 
the Finance Member and the Eco¬ 
nomic Adviser to the Government of 
India. 328. 

War expenditure in Malaya and Burma, 
apportionment of defence expendi¬ 
ture and Lease and Lend position of 
India. 313-14. 

Resolution re ban on the Khaksar move¬ 
ment. 416, 417, 476-79, 481. 

MALABAR COAST— 

Question re—transport facilities for re¬ 
lieving the grave food grains situation 

on the-. 336-37, 370-71. 

« I 


MAJ.ABAR DlSTllICI'— 

Question re — 

Burma and Malaya evacuee.3 of the 
-. 3S0. 

Measures for expeditious help to the 

Burma evacuees of tiie --. 380-81. 

MALAYA— 

Question re — 

Burma and-evacuees of the Malabar 

District. 380. 

Evacuees from Burma and -. 126- 

27. 

Subsistaneo allowance for Anglo-Indian 
and Indian evacuees from Burma 
and -503-04. 

War expenditure in-and Burma, 

apportionment of Defence expendi¬ 
ture and Lease and Lend position of 
India. 312-14. 

MALTREATMENT— 

Motion for adjournment re— 

Alleged -to Mr. and Mra. S. N. 

Jauhar by the Delhi Police. 337-39. 

- to political prisoners and detenus 

in the United Provinces. 459. 
MANAGEMENT RULES— 

See “ Rule(8) ”. 

MANAVEDAN, RAJA T.— 

Election of-to tlie Advisory Com- 

mittee for the Utilization Branch of tho 
Geological Survey of India. 544. 
Resolution re ban on the Khaksar move¬ 
ment. 475. 

MANOOMUKH— 

Question re abolition of the Telegraph 

Office at-, Assam. 2-3. 

MARKET(S)— 

Question re silver sold by Government 
of India in London market,since the 
commencement of war. 187. 

MARTIAL LAW ADMINISTRATION— 

Question re scope of the - in Sind. 

323-26. 

MASTER GENERAL OF ORDNANCE 
BRANCH— 

Question re compensatory allowance of 
the-- staff transferred to Calcutta. 

611. 

MATERIALS)— 

Question re— 

_,_or articles received under the Lease 

and liCnd Agreement. 116, 371-72. 

Money value of war-supplied under 

l^ease-Lcud arrangements. 320. 
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MAXIMUM PAY— 

,Vee“Pay”. 367-68. 

MAXWELL, THE HONOURABLE SIR 
ItEGINALD— 

Home Dopartmont- Declarations of Ex¬ 
emption utiilcr .tl'f* Registration of 
Foreigners Act (laid on the table). 
137-40, 106-07. 

Motion for adjournment re— 

Alleged insult by the Delhi Police to 
I.a,dy Volunteers picketing the Le¬ 
gislative Assembly (Jhamber. 135. 
Government policy in adopting the 
new standard time. 63. 

Motion re the situation in India. 140- 
61, 219, 243, 268. 

MEASURE(S)— 

Motion for adjournment re failure to take 

-for saving the building and record 

■of Railway Clearing Accounts Office, 
Delhi. 62. 

(Question re-for expeditious help to 

the Burma evacuees of the Malabar 
District. 380-81. 

MEDICAL COUNCIL (AMRNDMENT(S), 
BILI^ 

See “ Indian-” under “ Biil(s) ”, 

Ml'lDICAL TREATMENT— 

Question re-of persons wounded by 

firing during iiots m Nagpur and Delhi. 
177-70. 

MI-:ET1NG(S)- 

.Announcemeni re hours of buflincss for 
Assembly - - - dutingtheJ?amra«..19. 
t/ucstion re — 

‘ Ortnuncrcial Staff ”-on North 

WeshTii Railway at Kaiaelii ,52. 

-and function of the {Supply 

Committee. 25. 

MEHT.A, Mr. JAMNADAS M.— 

Indian Medical Council (Amendment) 
Bill. 

Motion for have to mtrocluce. 414. 
Motion (or adjournment re unsatisfac- 
faetory reply of the Finance Member in 
regard to early opportunity for dis¬ 
cussion of certain financial arrangements 
fietween the British Government and the 
Government of India. 388,418-21, 427, 
431-32. 

Alotion re— 

Election of a member to the Advisory 
Committee for the Utilization Branch 
of the Geological Survey of India. 
346-48. 


MEHTA. Mr. .TAMNADAS M.—contrf. 

Motion re—conid. 

The situation in India, 151, 217,237-.31, 
285,287, 291, 208, 309. 

Nomination of-- to the Panel of Chair¬ 

men. 233. 

Question re —activities of the Uniled King¬ 
dom Commercial Corporation. 613-17. 

Question (Supplementary) re— 

Bevm Boys selected from India for train- 
ing m the UniU’d Kingdom. 456. 
Inffation of currency and measures for 
checking it. 320. 

Research for finding substitute for cin¬ 
chona and qo'mine under Ayuvordic 
system. 602, 503. 

Sterling balances held in London. 316, 
317. 

Sterling position of India. 311, 312. 
Visit to Great Britain of the Honourable 
the Finance Member and the Economic 
Adviser to the Government of India, 
327, 328. 

War expenditure incurred and its 
apportionment, 32,3. 

Resolution re — 

Ban on the Khaksar movement .*—477. 
Committee for enquiry into the allegi'd 
military and police excesses, 532,533, 
634, 640. 

MEMBER(S)— 

Motion re—apfxiintment of Mr. E. L C. 
Gwilt to the Committee on Travelling 

aiul other Allowances to - of the 

Indian Legislature. 459-60. 

Question re— 

Arrests of the-of the Congre.ss 

Working Committee, etc. 185-86. 
Employment of active service of — 
<if the University Training Corps. 
170-77. 

Treatment of the Congress Working 

Committee-under detention, 

314-16. 

Report of the Committee on Travelling 

and other allowances to -of the 

Indian Legislature. 617,646. 

Resolution re amendment of rules gov¬ 
erning the grant of travelling and other 
allowances to-of the Indian Legis¬ 

lature. 81-86. 

See “ Legislative-" undbr “ Bill(s) ”, 
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MEMBER{S)-IN-CHARGE~ ^ 

Question re. desirability of entrusting 
all members connect^ with the Press 
solely to one Department and one 
—. 320-21. 

MEMOKANDXBI— 

Question re recent-of grievances bv 

the Press Association of New Delhi. 
163-165. 

MERCHANT SHIPPING (AMENDMENT) 
BILL- 

See “ Indian-” under “ Bill(s) 

MILITARY EXCESS(ES)— ' 

See “ Exc 0 S 8 (ea) ”. 

MILITARY EXPENDITURE - 
See “ Expenditure 
MILJl'ARY OFFICER(S)— 

See " Oflieer(s) ”. 

MILLER, Mr. C. C.— 

Resolution re Committee for enquiry 
into the alleged military and police 
excesses. 521. 

MINORITY COMMTTNITY(IES)— 

Question re practice in the matter of 
observing the jiercciilage for repre¬ 
sentation of - in Government of 

India Services. 42. 

MISTRY(IKSH . 

Question re unqualiticd employees pro¬ 
moted as-in Looo-Workshoi), Luck¬ 

now. 46. 

MOB VIOLENCE— 

Question re — 

Damage to Railway property resulting 

fiom the recent-. 21-23. 

Damage to the Postal Department pio- 

jjf rtv resulting from the recent-. 

14-16,21. 

Extent of dislocation m War Transport 

rcjjulting from the recent-. 23- 

24. 

Precautionary steps against damage by 

recent-. 453. 

MONEY VALUE— 

Que.stion re -of war material supplied 

under Lea.se-Lend arrangements. 320. 
MONOPOLY (lES)— 

Question re — 

-of catering contract to Ballabhdaa 

Eshwardaa on East Indian Railway. 
44. 

- to Messrs. Parry and Company, 

Madras, for distribution of sugar in 
the Madras Presidency. 49^97. 


MORADABAD DIVISION— 

Question re — 

Partial re-imbursement of Counsel’s fee 
paid by certain Travelling Ticket Ex¬ 
aminers of --for their defence m a 

criminal case. 375-76. 

Re-emplovment of Mr. A. J. Doran ad 
Superintendent (Commercial) -. 

MOTION(S^— 

— re — 

The situation in India. 140-61, 210-31, 
234-71, 273-310. 

[Time limit for speeches on the motion 
fixed. 140-41.2871. 

MOTION(S) FOR ADJOURNMENT - 

See " Adjournment(8).” 

MOTOR CAR{S)— 

Question re manufacture of-m Inuia, 

497. 

MOTOR VEHICLES (AMENDMEVT) 

BILL— 

See “ Bill(s).” 

MOTOR VEHICLES RULES - 

See “ Rulc(s).” 

MOULME1N-- 

Question re air raid casualtic:- 

Indians m Rangoon, - and 'I'avos. 

43. 

MUHAMMAD AHi\IAD KAZMI, QA/.. 

Code of Civil rrfKe<liire (Amendiiif m 1 
Bill— ' 

Motion to continue. 413. 

Dissolution of Mu.-lim Marriages (Aim .d- 
ment) Bill- 

Motion to continue. 413. 

Indian Evidence (Amctidmcjit) F>ill- 
Motion to contiuno. 413. 

Motion for adjournment re— 

, Government policy in adopting '.;>e 
standard time. 62,63 
Maltreatment to political prisoners ; 
detenus in the United Provin-f,'-, 
459. 

Restrictions on Maulana Husain Ahr id 
Madani, Dr. K. N. Katju and de¬ 
tenus in the Umted Prcrvinccs. 45f. 

Motion re the situation'm India. 151, 
267-71,310. 

Muslim Kazis Bill— 

Motion to continue. 413. 

Questiim re- 

Ban on certain promotion of intercho/igt 
stock verifiers on Bombay, Barcwla 
and Central India Railway. 52. 
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MUHAMMAD AHMAD KAZMT—cowtd. 

Qii' Htion rt — '•ontd. 

Catering contrarts with Hallabhdaa 
Eshwaidiis on East Indian Railway. 44. 
Cinder contract at Lucknow railway 
station. 4(i. 

Coinplanit against the railway cinder 
contractor at Lucknow. 40. 

Direction under Defence of India Rules 
for running a hotel in the building 
ocfnpicd by tho Alliance Hotel at 
Allahabad. ‘ 190. 

JVlopopol\ of catering contract to Ballabli- 
da-3 Kshward.vs on East Indian Rail- 
, u ajn 14. 

Muslim gravi'vaid for Aliganj area, 
Ddhi. 47. 

Muslim 'fiaffie Inspectors on Bombay* 
Bai'oJa and Central india K.iilway* 
62. 

Seniority of ceitain Hindus vis-n-vis 
eert iin Muslims in the Binding De- 
par linent of the Coveinrneiit of India 
IWs New Delhi. 41. 

Uiiifonna for traina elerJis on North 
Wester ii Railway. 62. 

Question (Siipjilcinent.try) re di preciation 
in labour wages. 117. 

Resolution re iJan on the Khaksar move¬ 
ment, 4i(2.M4. 

MULTI-UNIT CO-OPERATIVE SOCIE- 
TIES BILL— 

AVe “ Bill(s).” 

MURTUZA SAHIB BAHADUU, MAULVI 
SYED- 

Question rc neglect of domiciled Indi 
evacuees from Burma i-eaching " 

613. 

Question (Supplementary) re activities of| 
the United Kingdom Conimercial Cor¬ 
poration, 517. 

Resolution re ban on the Khaksar move- 
incut, 403,479-81. , 

MUSJ4M(.S)— 

Question i €— 

Appointment of a Non-Stenogra- 

pher in the Reseaioh Branch of the 
Central Standards Office for Railways. 
15-16, 

Conlirmntion of certain Electrical sub- 
ordinates as Assistant Chaigcmen on 
Nori.h Western Railway reaulting m 
supeise.ssion of-. 3f>ri-i>(>. 


MIJSLIM(S)—ro«<d. 

Question re—enntd. 

Filling of certain vacancies in Personnel 
Branch, North Western Railway 
Headquarters Office, resulting in 

supersession of-. 305. 

Inadequate representation of - in 

establiahment section of North Wes¬ 
tern Railw’ay. 446-47. 

--and non-- candidates on the 

w'aitmg list of Stock Verifiers on 
North Western Railway. 446-46. 

-gravcjmrd for Aliganj area, Delhi. 

47. 

- 1’raffic Inspectors oh Bombay, 

Baroda and Central India Railway. 
52. 

Non-posting of certain - Railway 

Auditors of the Punjab Circle at 
lUieiJly or Corakhpur for full pres¬ 
cribed pciiod. 377, 

Rcocrvation for-in the recruitment 

of Telegraphists and Telegraph Mas- 
Wrs. 17-18. 

Seuioiity of certain Hindus vis-a-vis cer¬ 
tain -in the Binding Department 

of the Government of India Press, New 
Delhi. 41, 

MUSLIM KAZhS BILL— 
iiee “ Bill(s).” 

MUSLIM MARRIAGES (AMENDMENT) 
BILL— 

(S'cc “ Dissolution of-” under “ Bill(8). ” 

MUSLIM STENOGRAPH ER(S)- 
Ste “ Stenographer(8).” 

MUSLIM UNIVERSITY (AMENDMENT) 
BILL— 

See “ Aligarh-” under “ Bill(s).” 

N 

NAGPUR— 

Question re medical treatment of persons 

wounded liy finng dunng riots m - 

and Delhi. 177-79. 

NATIONAL(S)— 

Question re responsibility for payment of 
allowances to Indian evacuees who are 
Burmese -. 601. 

NATIONAL GOVERNMENT— 

Question re scheme for a - at the 

Centre. 117-18. 

NATIONAL WAR FRONT— 

See. " War Front 
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NAUMAN, MR. MUHAMMAD— 

Indian Companies (Second Amendment) 

Bill- 

Motion to consider. 363. 

Motion re — 

Klection of a member to the Advisory 
Committee for tlie Utilization Branch 
of the Geological Survey of India. 
346. 

1 he Situation in India. 267-61. 
Question re — 

Performance of religious ceremonies 
m the Carriage and Wagon Shop, 
Lucknow. 46. 

Unqualified employees promoted as 
mistrics m Loco. Woikshop, Luck¬ 
now. 45. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Assistant, Additional, Deputy and 
Joint Secretaries in Government of 
India Departments. 181. 

Depreciation of labour wages. IIC- 
17. 

Recent labour strikes in industrial un¬ 
dertakings. 89. 

Repairing of the recent damage earned 
on various railways. 451. 

Report of the American Technical Mis¬ 
sion. HU 

Transport facilitii's for relieving the 
' grave food giains situation on the 
Malabar Coast. 336. 

Wheat position. JlU-111. 

NEOGY, MR. K. C.— 

Election oi-to the Advisory Coni-: 

niittee for the Utilization Branch of the) 

Geological Survey of India. 644. 
Motion ft — 

Election of a Member to the Advisory 
Committee for the Utilization Branch 
of the Geological Survey of India. 
76-78. 

The situation in India. 239, 262-67, 
303, 304, 306. 

Question re— 

Allocation of expenditure on Air Raid 
Campaigns on Burma. 330. 

Broadcast statement on recent dis¬ 
turbances , by the Secretary of State 
for India. 325-26. 

Burma evacuees given appointments ini 
Government of India Departmental 
and their attached and subordi-, 
uate offices. 507-09. 

Damage to the Postal Department pro- 
Iierty resulting from the recent mob 
violence. 14-16. 


NEOGY, Mb. K. C.~^rdd. 

Question rs—conM. 

Desirability of entrusting all mattc’-s 
connected with the I’ress solely to one 
Department and one Mcmber-in- 
charge. 320-21. 

Duties of Major-General Wood m con¬ 
nection with evacuation of people from 
Burma. 49.3-94. 

Financial liability for American and 
Chinese forces on si'rvioe in India. 
326. 

Financial liability for Indian troops em¬ 
ployed in the war in Far East and 
Burma. 329. 

Information about and repatriation of 
Indian piisoners of War. 176-7(i. 

Manufacture of motor cars m India. 
497. 

Monopoly to Messrs. Parry and Com¬ 
pany, Madras, for distnlnU.inn of 
sugar in the iiladras l’f<'..i(ie u'v, 
496-97. 

Ordinances promulgated since the nut- 
break of the war. 93-t>6. 

Payment of dearness allownace to non- 
Governnient employees and work¬ 
men. 33.5. 

Policy governing the employnu nt of 
evacuees from Bufiua. 606. 

Position concerning stocks ai d pio- 
diictivin of wb'Mt, iiec, etc. 0'.-9il. 

Position of Indian repawiitatiK's <ii 
the British War Cabinet. 4S7-8S. 

Position of the pei>onnel of tlic Burma 
Army evaeuaU‘d to India. 187-88. 

Price control and supply of essential 
articles. 468-St3. 

Programme of activities of the L'lili- 
eatiOii Section of tlic Geological Sui- 
vey of India. 90-93. 

Piopaganda and puliliedy aelivitie.s ot 
the A«ejit General of India in the 
United Stales of .America. 3-(). 

Prosecution of the Editor, etc . c>f 1 he 
Jhndustfni Times and oi the Iliniu- 
start. 171-74. 

Rates of allowances and allotments to 
evacvK'es from the Far East and 
Burma. 498. 

Recent disturbances in Delhi. 167-71. 

Recent labour strikes in industrial un¬ 
dertakings. 87-90. 

Recent memorandum of grievances liy 
the Press Association of New Delhi. 
103-66. 
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NEOGY, MR. K. C.-<oHcld. 

Question re —coticld. 

Report from the India’s Agent in Burma 
about evacuation of Indiana. 487. 

Report of the American Technical Mis¬ 
sion 44.3-45. 

Sen-borne .supplies of salt to the Eastern 
India areas. 173-76. 

Siher sold by Government of India in 
London maiket since the commence¬ 
ment ot War. 187. 

Ijuhvention to, and position of, the 
National War Fi’ont. 321-22. 

SugOTHtiou from friendly foreign nation 
foi legislation conferring certam special 
]xni’eis on its military olTicere on duty 
in India. 170. 

Visit to Great Britain of the Honourable 
the Euianec Member and the Econo¬ 
mic Adviser to the Govemmr'iit of 
India 320-29. 

War ex|H‘tidituro ineuned and its ap¬ 
portionment. 323. 

Question Seppl'mentary re - 

Alleged refusal by the authorities of 
the fnvin Hospital, Delhi, to give 
blood transfusion to a jierson wiiundcd 
m recent rioting. 334. 

Extent of dislocation m War 'J’ransport 
resulting fiom the recent mob vio¬ 
lence. 24. 

Medical tii.itmcnt of persons wounded 
b\ 111 mg duiiiig riots in Nagpur and 
Delhi. 178, 179, 

Position of the Indian representatives 
at the British War Cabinet. 100, 
101-102. 

Steps foi fullest utili/ation of all forms 
of transport, greater use of producer 
gas and proper allocation of priori¬ 
ties for foodstufls. 12. 

Resolution re C5ommittee for empiiry into 
the alleged miUtary and police excesses. 
518-25, 633. 

NEW DEI.Hl— 

Question re — 

Institutio 8 granted lands jn -, 

53. 

Recent memorandum of grievances by 

tlie Press Association of -, 163- 

«5. 

Seniority of certauf Rindua vii~a-vii 
certain Muslims in the Binding De- 

f iai tment of the Goverfunent of India 
‘ress,-, 41. 

UnsafVt^ of shops in-. 51-.52. 


NOMINATION— 

-of the Panel of Chairmen. 233. 

NON-ESSENTIAL WORK— 

See “ Work(H) ”, 

NON-INDIAN(S)— 

See. “ Ind^(8) 

NON-INDIAN EVACUEE(S)— 

See “ Eviji£uee(s) ”. 

NON-MUSLIM(S)— 

See “ Muslim(8) ". 

NOON, THE HONOURABLE MALIK SIR 
FIROZ KIL\N— 

Oath of Office. 

NORTH-WEST FRONTIER- 
Question re reagned Sorters re-employed 
in the Postal and Engineering Cadre in 

the Punjab and - Postal Circle. 

44. 

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY— 

See “ Railway(s) 

NOTICR(S)— 

Question re -by Delhi Improvement 

Trust to lessees for speeding up buUd. 
ing. 47. 

NOTIFICATION(S)— 

Department of Education, Health and 

Lrfinds-under the Destructive In. 

sects and Pests Act (laid on the table), 
65. 

1 Indian Overseas De)iartment-under 

the Indian Emigration Act (laid on the 
table). 60, 

NOTIFIED AREA COMMITTEE(S)-- 

Question re -, Shahdara. 64. 

NURSERY STAGE— 

Question re extraction of quimne from 
cinchona bushes in the ——, 494-96. 

0 

OATH OF OFFICE— 

Aiiibedkar, the Honourable Dr. B. R. I, 
Anthony, Mr. F, R. ]. 

Benthall, The Honourablp Sir Ednard, 

Bewoor, Sir Gumnath, 1, 

Hilaly, Mr. A. 1. 233. « 

Noon, The Honourable Malik Sir Firo? 
Khan, 1. 

l*uri,Mr, I, S. 487, 

Raper, Sir Hugh. I, 

Symons, Mr. N, V. H. 163, 

Thapar, Mr. P. N, 1. 

Tottenham, Sir Richard. 311. 

Trivedi, Mr. C. M. 1. 

Tyson, Mr. J. D. 1. 
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OFFICE(S)— 

Question re steps for elimination of non- 

essential work in Government-and 

policy concerning official Viusiness in the 
Central Legislature during war period. 
194-96. 

OFriCF.R(S)-- 
Question re— 

Communal composition of-in the 

Stores Department on North Western 
Railway. 446. 

Railway journey passes issued to- 

and servants of the State Railways. 
16-17. 

Suggestion from friendly foreign nation 
for legislation conferring certain 

special powers on its mibtary- 

on duty in India. 176. ' 

OFFICIAL BUSINES.S— 
iS'ec “ Business ”. 

OPPORTIINITY(IES)— 

Motion for adjournment re unsatisfactory 
reply of the Finance Member in regard 

to early-for discussion of certain 

financial arrangements between -the 
British Governraen't and the Govern¬ 
ment of India. 387-89, 418-33. 
ORnER(S) — 

Question re certain Railway Board- 

rclatmg to disposal of appeals, 369. 
ORDINANCE(S)— 

Question re-promulgated since the 

outbreak of the war. 93-96. 
ORDNANCE BRANCH— 

Question re compensatory allowance of 
the Master General of-staff trans¬ 

ferred to Calcutta. 611. 

ORDNANCE FACTORIES DIRECTO¬ 
RATE— 

Question re grievances of the-staff 

transferred to Calcutta. 510-11. 
ORGANIS-4TION(S)— 

Question re-for providing employ¬ 

ment for evacuees from Burma. 600. 
OUDH AND ROHILKHUND RAILWAY— 
iSee “ Railway(s) ”. 

P 

PAIJ^DDAR(S)— 

Questin re application for oompensation by 
one Musaromat Ram Piari, widow of 

Karan Singh, a-on Shahdara- 

. Saharanpur Railway. 64. 

PANEL OF CHAIRMEN— 

Nomination of the-. 233. 


PARMA NAND, BHAI— 

Motion re the situation in India. 300. 
Question re— 

Disregard of communal recruitment 
rules in the office of the Chief Auditor, 
North W^estern Railway, Lahore. 
376. 

Ignoring the claim for confirmation of 
a Hindu lower grade clerk of North 
Western Railway, Audit Department. 
376-77. 

Minimum age for appointment to in¬ 
ferior service on North Western Rail¬ 
way. 377. 

Non-postuig of certain Muslim Railway 
Auditors of the Punjab Circle at 
Bareilly or Gorakhpur for full pres¬ 
cribed period. 377. 

Resigned sorters re-employed in the 
Postal and Engineering Cadre in the 
Punjab and North-West Frontier Post- , 
al Circle. 44. 

PARRY AND COMPANY, MESSRS.— 
Question rc monopoly to-, Madras, 

for distribution of sugar in the Madras 

Presidency. 496-97. 

PASS(ES)— 

Qu( stion re — 

Railway journey --issued to officers 

and servants of the State Railways. 

16-17. 

Suspension of jirivilege -, etc., on 

East Indian Railway. 372-73. 

PATENTS AND DESIGNS (EXTEN¬ 
SION OF TIME) BILT^ 

See “ Indian — ” under “ Bill(s) 

PAY— 

Question re— 

Cash and - contractors on North 

Western Railw'ay. 47. 

Implications of sanctioning of an incre¬ 
ment of-of a Railway subordi¬ 

nate. 373. 

Reduction in - of sweepers of the 

Office of the Controller of Supply, 
Bombay. 44. 

Revision of the maximum - for 

clerical staff on North Western Rail¬ 
way. 368. 

PAYMENT(S)— 

Question* re— 

-of allowances to non-Indian Burma 

evacuees. 188-89. 

- of dearness allowance to non- 

Govemment employees and work¬ 
men. 335. 
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PAYMENT OF WAGES ACT-* 

See “ Act(8)”. 

PAYMENT OF V/AGES RULES— 

See “ Rule(s) 

PENAL CODE (AMENDMENT) BILL* 
Sec “ Indian -” under “ BiU(h) 

PERCENTAGE— 

Question re practioe in llio matter of oli- 

servin^ the-for repn*8entation of 

minority couimunities in Government of 
India Services. 42. 

PERMANENT WAY INSPECTOR(S)— 

Question re anprcntico-on North 

Western Railway deprived of rent-fieo 
quarters. 41. 

PERMIT(S)— 

Question re eanceJlation of wheat — of 
certain ColIep;es in Delhi. 133. 

PERSONAL EFFECTS— 

Question re delay in the disposal of (lie 

-of deceased evacuees in Madras. 

381.82. 

PERSONNEL - 

Question re position of the-of the 

Burma Army evacuated to India. 187- 
88 . 

PERSONNEL BRANCH— 

Question re filhnii of certain vacancies in 
-, North Western Railway Head¬ 
quarters Oflicc, rc*sulting m supersesMon 
of Muslims. .36r». 

PETITTON(S)— 

Qu^'stion re appeals and-by staff of 

tlio Archicological Department. 48- 
50. 

PETrnON(S), COMMITTEE ON— 
Appointment of the-. 234. 

PETROL SUPPLY{1ES)— 

Question re steps for conservation, etc., 
of-. 435-36. 

PLATE OF PISH— 

See " Fish ”. 375. 

POLICE— 

Motion for adjournment re— 

Alleged insult by the Delhi - — to 
Lady Volunteers picketing the Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly Chamber. 134-36. 
Alleged maltreatment to Mr. and Mrs. 

S. N. Jauhar by the Delhi--. 337- 

39. • 

POLICE EXCESS(ES)- 

Sce “ E\cess(cvs) ”. 


POLICY(TES)— 

Motion for adjournment re Government. 

-ill adopting the new standard time, 

62-63. 

Question re — • 

—— governing the omploymont of eva- 
eiieos from Rurma. .506. 

Steits for elimination of non-essential 

work in Government offices and- 

concerning official business in the 
Central Legislature dui-ing War period. 
194-95, 

POLITICAL DLSTURBANCE(S)— 

See “ Disturb.inee(s) 

POLITICAL PllISONEU(S)— 

See “ Prisoncrift) 

POLITICAL PROPAGANDA— 

See “ Propaganda 

POLYTECHNIC— 

Question re— 

Long summer vacation in the Delhi-, 

125. 

Strike by Htudents in tlie Electrical 

Knsineenng Class of the Delhi-. 

124-25. 

Students ill the Electrical Engineering 
Qass of the Delhi-124. 

POSTAL AND ENGINEERING CADRE— 

Question re resigned sorters rc-eniployed 

ill the - in the Punjab and North- 

W'e.st Frontier Postal Circle. 44. 
POSTAL CIRCLE(S)— 

Question re resigned sorfors re-ornployed 
in the Postal and Engineering Cadre m 
the Punjab and Not th-West Frontier 
—. 41. 

POSTAL DEPARTMENT- 

Question re damage to the-property 

resulting from the recent mob violence. 

14-15, 21. 

POSTAL DEPARTMENT PROPERTY— 
“ See *' Proportvfies) ”. 

POSTS AND AIR DEPART.AIENT- 
Election of inemborsto the Standing Com¬ 
mittee for the-. 79, 196. 

POWER(S)— 
ljuestion re — 

Curtailment of - of Sub-Assistant 

Surgeons on North Western Railway. 
369- 

Suggestion from friendly foreign nation 
for legislation conferring certain spo- 

cial - on its military officers on 

duty in India. 176. 
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POWER ALCOHOT^ 

A'pe “ Alcohol 
PRACTICE(S)- 

Queation re-in the matter of observing 

the percentage for representation of 
Minority Communties ‘ m Govern¬ 
ment of India Sei-vices. 42. 
PRECAUTIONARY STEP(S)— 

Question re -against damage by re¬ 

cent mob violence. 453. 

PR E PONDER ANCE- 

QiC'Stion re~ - of Hindus in Rates 

Section, Commercial Br.anch, North 
Western Railway Headquarters 
Office. 364-0)5. 

PRESIDENT, MR. (THE HONOURABLE 
SIR ABDUR RAHIM)- 

Ohaervation by-th.st the question as 

to the stage when Government Momber.s 
should intorverie in a debate is not a 
point of order which the Chair can decide. 
287. 

PRE.S.S(RS)— 

Question re — 

Desirability of entrusting all matters 

connected witli the-solely to one 

Department and one .Mcmbor-in- 
chaigc. 320-21. 

Seniority of (crlain Hindus rts-n-vis 
ccitain Mmiims in the Binding De¬ 
partment o( the Government of India 
-, New I'lelhi. 

PRESS ASSOCI.ATION(S)- 
Questioii re recent nieniorandum of griev-' 

ances by the-of New Delhi. 163- 

65. 

PRESS M-ATl’ERiS)— 

Que.stion re desirability of entrusting all 

- eonnected wit.h the Press solely 

to one Department and one Member-j 
charge. 320-21. 

PRICE CONTROI^ 

Question re— 

Position concerning stocks anil prwluotion 

of wheat, rice, etc. and their --. 

119-23. 

-and supply of essential articles. 

488-93. 

PRIORITY(IES)- 

Question re steps for fullest utilization of 
all forms of transport, greater use of 
' producer gas and proper allocation of 
-for foodstuffs. 9-14. 


•RLSONER(S)— 

Motion for adjournment rc maltreatment 

to Political-and detenus in the 

United Provinces. 4.')9. 

PRl.SONER(S) OF WAR— 

Question re information about and re¬ 
patriation of Indian-. 175-76. 

PRIV.VTE REGISTERED DOCTOR(S)— 
See *• Doator(s)”. 

PRIVILEGE PARSES— 

Question re susiiensioii of-etc., on 

on East Indian Railway. 372-73. 
PRODUCER GAS- 

Qnestion re steps for fullest utilization of 
all forms of transjiort, greater use of 

-and proper allocation of priorities 

for foodstuffs. 9-11. 

PRODUCTION— 

Question ;e — 

Position concerning stocks and-of 

wlicat, riec, etc. 95-99. 

Position conceining stocks and-of 

wheat, nee, etc. and their price con¬ 
trol. 119-23. 

Steps for-and supply of wai latori- 

als. 6-9. 

PROGRAMME(S)- 

Question re - of activities of the 

Utihsation Section of the Geological 
Survey of India. 90-93. 
PROGltAMME OF WORK— 

Question re progress and - of the 

Reconstruction Cornriuttees. 102-09. 

PROGRESS OF WORK— 

uestion re. -and programme of work 

of the Reconstruction Committees. 
102-09. 

PROMOTIOX(S).— 

Question re — 

Avenue for-for Assistant Surgeons. 

45. 

Ban on certain-of interchange stock 

verifiers on Bombay, Baroda and 
Central India Railw'ay. 52. 

- in the lower gazetted service oa 

North Western Railway. 447. 

-of Sub-Divisional clerks on North 

Western Railway. 51. 
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PROPAGANDA— 

Question re — 

Desirability of political-talks from 

the Delhi Radio iStation. 191-92. i 
Propaganda and publicity activities of 
the Agent General of India in the| 
United States of America. 3-6. 
PROPERTY(IES)— 

Qiiostion re — 

• Complicity of Railway labour and em- i 
ployooa in causing damage to Railway 
-. 21 . 

Damage caused to Postal Department 

-during reexmt disturbanco*. 44u. 

Damage caused to Railway-during 

recent disturbances. 441, 452. 

Damage to Railway-resulting from 

the recent mob violence. 21-23. 

Damage to the Postal Department- 

resulting from the recent mob violence. 
14-16, 21. 

PROSECUTION(S)— 

Question re-- of the Editor, etc., of 

the Hmluetnn Times and of the Hindu- 
Sian. 171-73. 

PROTECTIVE DUTIES CONTINUATION 
BILD- 
See “ Bill(8) ”. 

PROTESTiS)— 

Q ’.estion re - from North Western 

Railway employees against embargo on 
confirm.! tions. 379. 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE - 

Presentation of the Report of the-. 

234. 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT— 
Question re approved contractors of the 

Central-. 467-56. 

PUBLICITY— 

Question re propaganda and —— activities 
of the Agent General of Inriia m the 
United States of America. 3-6. 
PUNJAB— 

Question re resigned sorters re-employed 
in the- Postal and Engineering Cadre 

in the - and North-West Frontier 

Postal Circle. 44. 

PUNJAB CIRCLE- 
Queetion re non-posting of certain Muslim 

Railway Auditors of the-at Bareilly 

onGorakhpur for full prescribed period. 
377. 


PURCHASF— 

Question re amount earmarked for-of 

short staple cotton. 116. 

Sec also “ Deputy Assistant ControlWr{s) 
of Purchase ”. 

PURI, MR. I. S.- 
Oath of OflTice. 467. 

a 

QUARTEH(S)— 

Question re apprentice Permanent Way 
Inspectors on North Western Railway 

deprived of rent-free-. 41. 

QUININE— 

Question re — 

Extraction of-from cinchona 

bushes in the nursery stage. 494-96. 
Research for finding subsitute for 

cinchona and-under* Ayurvedic 

system. 602-03. 

R 

RADIO STATION(S)- 
Question re desirability of political pro¬ 
paganda talks from the Delhi -. 

191-92. 

RAHIMTOOLA, SIR IBRAHIM- 
Expressions of regret on the deaths of 

-, Dr. E. Raghavendra Rao, Seth 

Haji Sir Abdoola Haroon and Lieut.- 
Colonel Sir Henry Gidney. 66-69. 

RAID{S)— 

See “ Air Raid(s) 

RAILWAY(S)— 

Bengal and Assam— 

Question re — 

Amalgamated - and effect on 

' salaries, etc. 46. 

Expenditure on amenities for em¬ 
ployees on-. 46. 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India— 
Question re- 

Ban on certain promotions of inter¬ 
change stock verifiers on-. 62. 

Muslim Traffic Inspectors on-. 52. 

East Indian— 

Question re— 

Applicability of the old —- Company 
management Rules to State Rail¬ 
way staff. 372. 

Catering contracts with Ballabhdas 

Eshwardas on -. 44. 

Cheap grain shops opened by — 

63. , 
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RATLWAY(S)-^»nfci. | 

East Indian—conirf. 

Question re — oontd. 

Increase in the tariflf rates of Messrs. 
Balliibdas Eshwardas, Catering 

Conti'actors,-. 376. 

Monoply of catering contract to 

lialialjhdas Eshwardas on-. 44. 

Suhjcoiing on the Old Oudh and RohiL 
khand Railway staff to further 

examination on transfer to-. 

3fi3. 

Suspension of pririlege passes, etc., 

on-. 372-73. 

Federal- 

Question re applications under payment 
of Wages Act by or on behalf of em¬ 
ployees of ——. 607. 

Korth Western- 

Question re— 

Apprentice Permanent Way Ins¬ 
pectors on-deprived of rent- 

free quarters. 41. 

Cash and pay contractors on 
47. 

City Booking Agencies on-.370 

“ Commercial Staff ” meetings on- 

at Karachi. 62. 

Communal composition of officers 

m the Stores Department on-. 

445. 

Confirmation of certain Electrical 
subordinates as Assstant Charge- 
men on — "coulting in super- 
session of'Musbms. 305-66. 
Curtailment of powers of Sub-Assis¬ 
tant Surgeons on -. 369, 

Debiting a Railway employee with 

“Good Conduct Marks” on'-. 

378-79. 

Discountenancing of certificates from 

private registered doctors on - 

;-. 368, 

Disregard of communal recruitment 
Rules in the office of the Chief 

Auditor, -, Lahore. 376. 

Filling of certain vacancies in Per¬ 
sonnel Branch, - Headquarters 

Office, resulting in supersession of 
Muslims. 365. 

Ignoring the claim for confirmation 
of a Hindu lower grade clerk o* 

- Audit Department. 376-77- 

Inadequate representation of Muslims 
. in establishment section of 
446-47. 


RAILWAY(S>-^n«. 

North Western—coiifd. 

Question re — conid. 

Minimum age for appointment to 

inferior service on -. 377. 

Musbm and non-Mushm candidates 
on the waiting list of Stock Vari- 

fiers on-, 445-46. 

Paucity of mushm stenographers in 

headquarters office of-. 447-48 

Pit'pondcrance of Hindus in Rates 

Section, Coramenial Branch,- 

• Headquarters Office. 364-66. 
Promotion in the lower gazetted 

service on -. 447. 

Piomotions of Sub-Divisional 

Clerks on-. 61. 

Protests from-employees against 

embargo on confirmations. 379. 
Railway employees reduced from 

higher to lower grade posts on --. 

378. 

Revision of the maximum pay for 

clerical staff on-. 368. 

Traffic Inspectors in Headquarters 
Office of-. 366-67.. 

‘ Uniforms for tntms clerks on ——. 
52. 

Oudh and Rohilkhund— 

Question re subjecting of the Old- 

staff to further examination on trans¬ 
fer to East Indian Railway. 363. 
Question re — 

Appointment of Non-Muslim Steno¬ 
grapher in the Research Branch of 
the Central Standards Offiee for 
-16-16. 

-journey passes issued to officers 

and servants of the State-. 

16 17. 

Repairing of the recent damage caused 
on various-. 460-52. 

Shahdara-Saharanpur— 

Question re application for compensation 
by one Musammat Ram Piari. widow 

of Karan Singh, a paJaddar on-, 

64. 

State— 

Question re — 

Applioabihty of the old East Indian 
Railway Company management 

Rules to-staff. 372. 

Dismissals for insolvency or habitual 

indebtedness on-. 43. 

Extensions of service due to war in 
Railway Board and -, 63. 
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RAILWAY(S)-^nc/rf. 

State— contd. 

Question re — could. 

Railsvay journey passes issued to 

ofHeera and servants of the-. 

16-17. 

- staff given consolid".fced or per¬ 
manent travelling allowanee. 43. 

Wage periods fixed in local aiens on 

-- under the Payment of Wages 

Aet. 26-34. 


RAILWAY ACCIDENT(S)— 

See “ Aeeident(s) ”. 

RAILWAY AUD;T0R(S)— 

See “ Auditorfs) ”. 

RAILWAY BOARD— 

Question le — 

Certain-oiders relating to disposal 

of appeals. 360. 

Extensions of serv iee due to war in- 

and State Rvilways. 53. 

-instructions concerning corre<‘tive 

action against Railway employees. 
367-68. 

- letter concerning Fine system. 


RAILWAY CINDER CONTRACTOR(S)— 
See “ Contractor(s) ”. 

RAILWAY CLE.MUNG ACCOUNTS OFFI- 
CE— 

Motion for adjournment re failure to fake 
measures for saving the hudrling and 

record of-, Delhi. 62. 

Question re — 

Damage due to fire in the -, D( Ihi. 

442-43. 

Reai.<ttanee to rioters si tting fire 1o the 
Railway Clearing Accounts Oflitc, 
Delhi. 452-ri3. 

RAILWAY CLLfB(,S)— 

See “ Clubs(s) 

RAILWAY EMPLOYEE(S)— 

See “ Employec(s) ” 

RAILWAY LABOUR — 

See, " Labour ” 

RAILWAY LINEfS)— 

Question re breaches on-due to floods 

m Sind. 383-85. 

Statement (laid on the Table) re net 

earnings of recently constructed-. 

64. 


RAILWAY PROPERTY— 
See “ property ”. 


RAILWAY RATES ADVISORY COMMIT 
TEE- 

Question re desirability of speedy di.apoaal 

of ca.ies In the-. 617. 

RAILWAY SERVANT(S)— 

Question re — 

DesTabihty of sanctioning uniform dear¬ 
ness allowance for all-. 374-75. 

Right of Railway Trade Unions, etc., 

to assist a-at enquiry into hia 

case. 374. 

RAILWAY STAFF— 

See “ Staff ” 

RAILWAY STATION(S)— 

Motion for adjournment re railway acci¬ 
dent at the Burdwan-. 61. 

Question re —■ 

Cinder contract at Lucknow -. 46. 

Rato for a plate of fish at the Hindu 

Refreshment Room, Delhi-. 375. 

RAILWAY SUBOHDINATE(S)— , 

See “ Suhordinafe(s) ” 

RAILWAY TRADE UNION(S)- 
See “ Trade Umonfs) ”. 

RAILWAYS (AMENDMENT ) BILL— 

See “ Indian— ” under “ Bi)](8) 
RATSMAN, THE HONOURABLE SIR 
.TKREMY— 

Motion for adjournment re unsatisfactory 
rojily of the I’lnance Jlcniber in regard 
to oaily opport.unity for di.soussion of 
certain finaneial arrangements between 
the British Oovernnunt and the 
(iovernraent of India. 388, 419, 425-28, 
430, 431, 432. 

Presentation of the Report of the Commit¬ 
tee on Travelling and other allowances 
to Members of the Indian LegiAlaturc. 
617, 645. 

Pre.sentation of the Report of the Public 
Accounts Committee. 234. 

Resolution re Committee for enquiry info 
the alleged military and police excps>ed. 
540. 

State men t(8) (laid on the table) certain 
Appropriation Accounts, Audit Reports, 
kjc. 66-67. 

RAM PIARI, MUSSAMMAT— 

Question re application for compensa¬ 
tion by one-, widow of Karan Singh, 

a paladdar on Shahdara-Sabaranpur 
Railway. 54, 

BAMZAN— 

Announcement re hours of business for 
Assembly Meetings during the-. 39. 
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RANGOON- 

Question rc air raid casualties amongst 

Indians in -, Moulmein and Tavov. 

43. 

RAO, DR. E. RAGHAVENDRA— 
Expressions of regret on the deaths of Sir 

Ibrahim Rahimtoola,-, Seth Haji 

Sir Abdoola Haroon and laeut-Colonel 
Sir Henry Gidney. 65-.59. 

RARER, SIR HDGH— 

Oath of Ofiice. 

RATE(S)— 

Question re— 

Inoreasc in the tariff - of Messrs. 

Ballabdaa Eshwardas, Catering Con- 
traetons. East Indian Railway. 375. 

--- for a plate of fish at the Hindu 

Refreshment Room, Delhi Railway 
Station. 376. 

—— of allowances and allotments to 
evacuees from the Far East and 
Burma. 498. 

RATES SECTION— 

Question re preponderance of Hindus in 
-, Commercial Branch, North West¬ 
ern Railway Headquarters Office. 364- 
fif). 

RAZA ALT, SIR SYED- 
Motion re— 

Election of a member to the Advisory 
Committee for the Utilization Brancli 
of the Geological Survey of India. 
341, 347. 

The situation in India. 146, 231, 286. 
Question (Supplementary) re— 

Complaints against the working of the 
fo^ control. 333. 

Damage to Railway property resulting 
from the recent mob violence. 22. 
Repairing of the recent damage caused 
on various railways. 451-452. 
Wheat position. 111. 

Reciprocity Bill— 

Motions to refer to Select Committee 
and to adjourn the debate. 403, 404, 
408-11. , 

Resolution re ban on the Khaksar move¬ 
ment. 41447, 460-62,470, 479, 484-86. 

RECEIPT(S)— 

Question re-from new and enhanced 

taxes, etc. 330. 

■ RECIPROCITY BILL— 

See BiU(8). 

RECONSTRUCTION COMMITTEE(,S)— 
Question re progress and programme of 
work of the-. 102-09. 


RECORD(S)— 

Motion for adjournment rc failure to 
take measures for saving the buildmg 

and-of Railway Clearing Accounts 

Office, Delhi. 62. 

RECRUITMENT— 

Qut stion re — 

— of scheduled caste boys under the 
Bevin Scheme.' 457. 

-of traintes for appointment as 

Deputy Assistant Controllers of Pur¬ 
chase. 26-26. 

Reservation for Muslims in the -of 

Telegraph sts and Telegiaph Masters' 
17-18. 

REDUCTION— 

Question re - in pay of sweepers of 

the Office of the Controller of Supply, 

' Bombay. 44. 

REFRESHMENT ROOM(S)— 

I Question rc rate for a plate of fish at the 
Hindu-, Delhi Railway Station. 376, 

REFUSAL— 

Question re alleged by the aulhorities 
of the Irwin Hospital, Delhi, to give 
blood transfusion to a p< rson wounded 
in recent noting. 334-36. 

REGISTERED DOCTOR(S)— 

See “ Doctors) ”. 

REGISTRATION OF FOREIGNERS ACT — 
See “ Act(8) ”. 

RE-IMBURSEMENT- 

Question »e partial -of Counsel's fee 

paid by certain Travelling Ti ket 
Examiners of Moradabnd Division for 
their defence in a criminal case. 
375-76. 

RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES - 
See “ Ceremony(ie8) ”. 

REMARK(S)— 

Motion for adjournment re eertain - 

of His Excellenry the Commander-in- 
Chief. 62. 

RENT-FREE QUARTERS— 

See “ Quarter(8) ”. 

REPATRIATION— 

Question rc information about and - 

of Indian prisoners of War. 175-76. 

REPEALING AND AMENDING BILL— 
See “ Bi]l(s) ”. 


1 i-AUD 
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REPLY(IES)— 

Motion for adjournment re unsatis¬ 
factory -of the Finance Member in 

regard to early opportunity for discussion 
of certain financial arrangements between 
the British Government and the Gov¬ 
ernment of India. 387-89, 418-33. 
REPORT(S)— 

Presentation of the - of the Public 

Accounts Committee. 234. 

Question re — 

- from the India’s Agent in Buima 

about evacuation of Indiana. 487. 

-of the American Techmeal Mission. 

443-46. 

The Special Haj Inquiry-. 463-.54. 

-of the Committee on Travelling and 

other allowances to Members of the 
Indian Legislature. 517, 545. 
REPRESENTATION(S)— 

Question re— 

Inadequate —^—> of Muslims in establish¬ 
ment section of North Western Rail¬ 
way. 446-47. 

Practice in the matter of observing the 

percentage for-of minority cotri- 

munities in Government of India 
Services. 42. 

-of Scheduled Castes in the Civil 

Pioneer Force Units. 386-86. 
REPRESENTATIVE! S)— 

Question re position of the Indian- 

at the British War Cabinet. '99-102, 
487-88. 

RESEARCHE(S)— 

Question re - for finding substitute 

for cinchona and quinine under Ayur¬ 
vedic system. 602-03. 

RESEARCH BRANCH— 

Question re appointment of Non-Muslim 
Stenographer in the —— of the Central 
Standards OfiSce for Railways. 15-16. 
RESERVATION— 

Question re-for Muslims in the re¬ 

cruitment of Telegraphists and Tele¬ 
graph Masters. 17-18. 

RESERVE BANK OF INDIA— 

Question re assets and liabilities of the 

-. 317-18. 

RESISTANCE— 

Question re - to rioters setting fire 

to the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, 
Delhi. 462-63. 


RESOLUTION(S)— 

- re — 

Amendment of rules governing the 
grant of travelling and other allow¬ 
ances to Members of the Indian Legis- 
latufe. 81-85, 

—adopted as amended. 86. 

Ban on the Khaksar movement. 414-18, 
460-86. 

Adopted as amended. 486. 

Committee for enquiry into the alleged 
military and police excesses. 518-44. 
RESPONSIBILITY— 

Question re —— for payment of allow¬ 
ances to Indian evacuees who are Bur¬ 
mese Nationals. 601. 

RESTRICTION(S)— 

Motion for adjournment re — 

-on Maulana Husain Ahmed Madani, 

Dr. K. N. Katju and detenus in the 
United Provinces. 468-59. 

-on the export of raw hides. 61 

REVISION— 

Question re -of the maximum pay for 

clerical staff on Nortli Western Railway, 
368, 

RICE— 

Question re- - 

Position concerning stocks and pro¬ 
duction of wheat, - etc. 96-99. 

Position concerning stocks and produc¬ 
tion of wheat, - etc., and then* 

price control, 119-23. 

-exported to Ceylon. 133. 

RICHARDSON, SIJl HENRY— 

Expressions of regret on the deaths of Sir 
Ibrahim Rahimtoola. Dr. E. Raglia- 
vendra Rao, Seth Haji Sir Abdool'a 
Haroon and Lieut-Colonel Sir Henry 
Gidney 68. 

Motion re —the situation in India. 163-56. 
Nomination of-to the Panel of Chair¬ 

men. 233. 

Resolution re amendment of Rules gov¬ 
erning the grant of travelh'ng and other 
allowances to Members of the Indian 
Legislature. 83-84. 

I RIOT(S)— 

Question re medical treatment of persons 
wounded by firing during-in Nag¬ 

pur and Dellii. 177-79. 

RIOTER(S)— 

Question re resistance to-setting fire 

to the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, 
Delhi. 462-63, 
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^ee “ hul'an 
IIULK(.S)— 

Amondmenta to certain Motor Vehicles 
-(laid on the table). G7-76. 

Amendmeats to the Insurance --— (laid 
on the table). 197-209. 

Question re— 

Applicability of the old East Indian 

Railway Gomp.iny management - 

to State Railway staff. 372. 

Direction under Defence of India- 

for running a hotel in the building oc- 
cujiied by the Alliance Hotel at A1 a- 
habad. 190. 

Disregard of communal recruitment- 

in the office of the Chief Auditor, 
North Western Railway, Lahore. 376 
Summons fees under payment of wages 
-for Delhi Province. 507. 

Resolution re amendraont of-go- 

erning the grant of travelling and otlu 
allowances to Members of the Indian 
Legislature. 81*85. 

RULmG(S), BY MR. PREvSIDENT (THE 

HONOURABLE SIR ABDUR RAHIM) 

Miscellaneous — 

An Honourable Member must, without 
asking questions, accept the ruling 
of the Chair. 410. 

It is not Parliamentary etiquette for an 
Honourable Member to reprodui 
speeches made In another place. 51 
Simply because a certain Member has 
given notice of an amendment he does 
not get any right of priority, in debate 
over other Members. 634. 

Supplementary que8tion(8)— 
Supplementary questions on an am 
laid cm the table cannot be put ( 
though rd'crcnce to that auswci .s 
made in reply to a subsequent question 
put the same day by another Member. 
499. 

Unparliamentary Expre88ion(8)— 

It is improper to say that an Honourabl® 
Member’s speech contained “ lies ”• 
219-20. 

-1-^- 


SANCTION— 

Question re implications of sanctioning of 
an increment of pay of a Railway sub* 
ordinate. 373. 

SANT SINGH SARDAR— 

Motion for adjournment re — 

Alleged mault by the Delhi Police, to 
Lady Voluntc'crs picketing the Legis¬ 
lative A.sscmbly Chamber. 134-35, 
136. 

Alleged maltreatment to Mr. ond Mrs. 
S. N. Jauhar by the Delhi' Police 
337,38. 

Extradition of Pandit Lakhpat Ram 
Sharma, Editor of the DeM liajya, 
60,61. 

Motion re the .situation m India. 146, 152* 
63. 166. 219-22, 230, 244, 245, 246, 
251, 252, 277, 283, 285, 286, 306, 310.. 

Question re — 

- Institutions granted lands in New Delhi 
.53. 

Lists of war requirements, article'- mami- 
factured and drugs produced in India. 
36-40, 

Practice in the matter of observing the 
percentage for representation of 
minority communities in Government 
ol India Services. 42. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Arrests of the members of the Confess 
Working Committee, etc. 186. 
Casualties and damage during recent 
disturbances. 183. 

Collective fines imposed. 182. 
Complaints against the wording of the 
food control. 333. 

Medical treatment of persons, wounded 
by fiiiiig during riots in Nagpur and 
Delhi. 178. ' 

Ordinances promulgated since the out¬ 
break of the war. 94, 96. 

Programme of activities of the Utili- 
saition Section of the Geological Sur¬ 
vey of India. 92. 


RIOTING— S 

Question re alleged refusal by the au¬ 
thorities of the Irwin Hospital, Delhi, SALARYllES)*— 

to give blood tranafusion to a persoi ' Qestion re Amalgamated Bengal and Assam 
wounded in recent -. 334-35. Railway and effect on --etc. 46. 

RUBBER CONTROL (TEMPORARY SALT— 

A.MENDMENT) BILL— Question re Sea-borne supplier of-to 

under “ Bill(8) 
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bA\r siNOH bARinn—rrwrf 
Q Kftlion Supp'cmrnl ir> re—e mid , 

I’rnpagand i and pifli itv i tivit os of 
the 4otnt( < n i J of Indn in the 
[ lilted "sfites ot Vini 1 ca -1 '5 <» 
UcLf lit disturb mots n D( Ihi 1") 
Itcctnt laboui fctrike in irida tiial 
iindt rtakinj's hO 

}li c( it 111 inorindiim tf pru antta bv 
tilt Prt s As>ooi<itii>iis f f >,1 w fJtlii 
1 () > 

Scope of the mar till Jan adtninnti«tif ri 
in Sind 3/5 

Solitary lonh ntrnont in tht Lahon 
bort of SardarSardul Singh Ca etshar 
ISO 

Steps for prodiK ti m and auppU of war 
materials 0 

Will at position 111, 112 
Ilesolntion re amenIniciil of rules ^,o\ern 
inn tlu giant ci tnadlmg and other 
alloranas to Mriibtis of tht Indian 
Lceis’ature 84 Ho 

SARKFR IHIt HONOLRAhrr MR 
A, R 

AmtHdiunts to the Insurance R iks (Uid 
on the tibli) 107 200 
Indian (ompaiues (Scctiid Amendment) 
Rill — 

M Jiion f jr leave to introduce 80 
Motion to em idei 350 51 353 
Motion to pass Sit 

Indian Rubl r Control (lemporarv 
Amendment) Bill 
MoRon for 1( av to introduce 80 
VI jtion to CO isidf r 380 
Motion t) pass 3S9 

Motion re elution of a member to the 
Advisory ( oinraittce for Ibt btihs-ation 
Branch of tht ( fological iSurviv of 
Indii 34b 

SCHEDULFUt VSIP/S) - 

Question rr rtpri'sentation of-in the 

CivailiVn tr I oito Units 38o 8b 
SCHKDUIL CASTF BOY{S) 

Question re ueruitmcnt of - under the 

Beviii bdieme 4u7 
SCO IT MR J RAMSAY — 

Election of-to the Standing Com 

mittec for the Posts and Air Depart 
ment 196 
Question re — 

Available aoiounto of power alcohol and 
rectified spirit 125 26 


^sfOlTMK J RivlbA't- id 
I Qu tat an re r<ntd 

[ Chalet il gas product r plants 486 37 
' Skps foi ctiiPiiatiin tit, of petrol 
I sipphc 43) ub 

sPA ROHM S \1 I 
Ste Silt 

■“I cRi lARvar.') 

Qi tion/t Asjistant Ad Iition d. Deputy 
and Joint — ui (.ouinment of India 
D“p-rtiiitiits 18081 
SEfRLIMlYOl SI Vlt 10R1‘;DI\ — 
Qiusticn le bioivhast bt ilemtnt rn recent 
di tuibvnuri l»v the — 32o 36 

SEMOKin 

Question r of certa n Hin los tjy tt 

IS certiin Musli ii the Bindmg 
Departnx nf ( f the r a rument of Indii 
F>«ss \f\\ Dilhi 41 
Si RV \\1|S) 

Quest) n re — 

D iribilitv of Puictumng uniform 
tit Mdc-’s ihowenct i for all Rnlway - 
>7< 1, 

Railway jciirnev pass s i sut cl to oflicers 
111 I — of tl ( fetaye tluilwavs 
16 17 

Right OI Kailyay Trade Unions ct , 
to J SI t a Raihyay— at enquiry 
iiitc his CISC 371 
SERVICE s) 

Que tu rt re —• 

11 pit ment of non Indian Burma 

tvatiu es in Goyein it r t of India- 

189 90 

tmpl A 0 nent on active- of members 

of the University framing Corps. 
176 77 

Extensions of — due to war in Rail¬ 
way Board and IJtate Railways 53 
Practice m tht matter of ol nvmg the 
pert entaec fur repenfi^iun of rnino 
ritv vouimunitif 3 in Government of 
India - 42 

- leudered by the Ivational War 

Eiont during recent distuibanccs. 
192 93 

fellAIID/sRA- 

Qucstion re Notihed Arei Committee—^—- 
64 

SH AHD VIW S AH ARANPE R RAILWAY— 
Sc “ P.)ilwny(8) 

SHARMA, PANDIT IJVKHPAT RAM— 
Motion for adjournment re extradition of 
-- Editor of the Deeht liajya. 60*61. 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES 


46 


SHIPPING COMrANy(IES)— 

Question re n.'ituio of guarantee to Haj 
and arrani^emcnita for next Haj season. 
45t-ni. 

SHOP(S)-- 

Question »«• -- 

Cheap gram — - opened by Kast Indian 
lliiKvay. 63. 

Unsafety of — in New Della. 6U52. 
SHORT STAPLE CUTTON - 
See “ Cotton '* 

SILVER— 

Question rc —sold b\ Govemmont of 
India in Londoa market ainoe the com- 
monwiK.nt of War. 187. 

SIN'D- 

Quostion re-*- 

Rreiiehca on Hailwav lines due lo floods 
in - 

Scope of the in.irtnl law adinini.tiation 

in- 3.>:i-26. 

SrJUA'l fON IN INDIA— 

Motion re - 

The. - -s 140-()U 210*31, 23-1 71, 
273-S10. 

SrVARAJ. RAO RAHADUR N.— 

Mol ion re the situation in India. 2.53-57. 
Question rr — 

Apfirovcd I'ofit raetorn of I he Oentuil 
Public W(>rki llcpHilnwnt Lvj-.OS. 
Prescribed Gov "rninent conditions lor 
contractors as regnrds p n .lU-nts ol 
vv.i.g(;s, etc., lo tlieirc no' ;JS')- 

87. 

Iterruil’ii'-et. of schcdnlen ca.to boy* 
.Uiidei tile lievm i‘5< iieim', 457. 
He[>ri'scnt itwn of Stbcdnled Castes in 
III the (‘iul i'Kiaerr Korcse I'nils, 383- 
8t). 

ISOLITARY CONFlNKMENT--* 

Ni.e “ C'onfi.’ineni, 

SDRTKRtS) --- 

Question fe resigned-rc*eriii)loved in 

the Po.t vi and Engineering Cadre in tin 
Punjab and North-West Fiontier Postal 
Circle. 44. 

SPECIAL HAJ INQUIRY REPORT— 
See “ Report(8) ”. 

SPIRIT— 

QaeBtion re available apjionnts of powor 
alchohol and rectified-. 126-26. 


STAFF— 

Qne.stion ra— 

Appeals and petitions by - of the 

Arelueologieal Department. 48-50. 
Apji'h-abiiity of the old East Indian 
Railway (Company Maniij^'emcrit Rules 

to .Slate Railway-. 372. 

Comprnsatory nllownnce of tlie Master 
Gcif-ral of Oivl.iaiKO Bianch —- 
transferred to Cnli'utta. 511. 
Grievances of the Oidnnnce Ifactories 

Director.ite-- transferred to 

UalcutU. 510-11. 

Revision of the miiximura pay for 
clericii!-on North We.st<urn Rail¬ 

way. 388. 

Slate Railway-given consolidab-d 

or permanent travelling allowance. 
13. 

Subjecting of the Old Oiidh and Rohil- 
hinind Railway - to fiirtlier cvaini- 
nalion on transfer to East Imiian 
R.-nluny. 3(53, 

Tempori’-rv and Work-chargeJ Sujieiior 

-employed at ceitain Arcliauo- 

hfgieal Excavation,s, 51. 

STAN DARI) TIME— 

Motion for acijouri'ment le Government 

pohev in adopt mg the new-. C2-83. 

sTA N biNO ('()M\i irr eI:(S)— 

Eloelion of members to tlio-for tlie 

l'o-.( .and \jr Depart.ncrit. 79,106. 

.ST’ATE RAILWAYfS) - 
iSVy '■ Rajhv.a\(s) 

'Yi'A'i EMI:NT(S)— 

Question re l)ro.i(Ic.i.st-on recent 

fiisturhanc..s bv the .‘■'ccretary of Stale 
for Indi.a. ,32.5-26 

-(laid on the 'i,\b'-) rt- 

Ccilini Apjirojiriatioii Aieounts, Audit 
Rcfioits, etc. ()(»-(i7 
Net taiiiings of n-i-eutly o'.mstrLiefed 
Railway iaiic.s. 64 
sr '.TEMEN I'C'E BUSINESS— 

_ by the Honourable .Mr. M. .S. Aney. 
137.' 

.STENDC1RAPIIER{S)— 

Q.uc.stion re — 

Aiipointmcnt. of a Non-Muslim-in 

the Research Branch of the Central 
Standards Olfice for Railways. If — 

16. 

Paucity of Muslim- in lieadqua tei s 

oflice of North Western Rail ,v ay. 
447-48. 
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STERLING BALANCE(S)— 

See. “ Balanice(8) 

STERLING DEBT— 

See “ Debt<s) 

STERLING POSITION— 

Quration re - of India. 311-12. 

STOCKfS)— 

Question re — 

Position oonrrnn'ng-ntnl pioflno- 

tiofi of wlu-at, lice, etc 

Position concerning-and jn oduction 

of wheat, rice, etc., and their price 
control. 119-23. 

STOCK VEBIFIER(S)— 

Question re — 

Ban on cerLiin jiroraotion of interchange 

-on Bombay, Baroda and Ontral 

India Railway. 62. 

Muslim and non-Muslim candidates on 

the waiting list of-on Nortli 

Wesloni Railway. 445-46. 

STORES DEPARThlENT— 

Question re communal compo.?ition of 

officers in the-on North Western 

Railway. 44S. 

STRIKE(S)- 

Question re— 

Recent labour - in industrial un¬ 

dertakings. 87-90. 

--by students in the Electrical En¬ 
gineering Class of tlie Delhi Poly¬ 
technic. J24-25. 

Student , during rec ent disturbances, 
in Universities and institutions 
under the Central G'ovcmnicnt con¬ 
trol. 504. 

STUDENT(S)— 

Question re— 

Strike by-in the Electrical Engin¬ 

eering Class of the Delhi Polytechinc- 
124-25, 

-in the Electrical Engineering Class 

of the Delhi Polytechnic. 124. 

STUDENT STRIKE(S)— 

See " Strike(8) 

SUB-ASSISTANT SURGEON(S)— 

Question re curtailment of powers of —^ 

on North Western Railway. 3C9. 
BUB-DIVISIONAL CLERK(S)-- 
See Clerk(8) 1 


SUBORDINATE{S)— 

Question re— 

Confirmation of certain Electrical - 

as Assistant Chargemen on North 
Western Railway resulting in super¬ 
session of Muslims, 365-66. 
Implications of sanctioning of an in¬ 
crement of pay of a railway — 
373. 

SUBOROiNATE OmCE(S)— 

iji. (i I 1 >i r.iiii.a ' lilt's jincri appo ni- 
mciits in Government of India Depart¬ 
ments and their attached and --- 

607-09. 

SUBSCRIPTION(S)— ■ 

Question rc-to defence loans, 331. 

SUBSISTENCE ALLOWANCE- 
See “ Allonance(8) ”. 

SUBSTITOTE(S)— 

Question re research for finding --for 

cinchona and quinine under Ayurvedic 
system. 602—03. 

SUBVENTION(S)— 

Question re - - to, and position of, the 

National War Front,^ 321-22, 

SUGAR— 

Question re monopoly to Messrs. Parry and 
Company, Madras, for distribution of 

- in the Madras Prcsidency. 496- 

97. 

; SULTAN AHMED, THE HONOURABLE 
I SIR— 

' Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment) 
j Bill— 

I Motion for leave to introduce. 81, 
Motion to consider. 354. 

Motion to pass. 365, 

Code of Civil Procedure (Second Amend¬ 
ment) Bill— 

Motion for leave to introduce. 81. 
Motion to consider. 355-66, 367-59. 
Motion to pass. 359. 

Indian Companies (Second Amendment) 
Bill- 

Motion to consider. 362, 

Motion for adjournment re extradition of 
Pandit Lakhpat Ram Sharma, Editor 
of the Beahi Rajya, 60. 

Motion re— 

Election of a member to the Advisory 
Committee for the Utilization Branch 
of the Geological Survey of India. 
347. 

The situation in India. 274-78. 
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SULTAN AHMED, THE HONOURABLE 
SIR— conld. 

Repealing and Amending Bill— 

Motion for leave to introduce. 80. 
Motions to consider and oircnlaia. 

359, 300, 361; 

Motion to pass. 362. 

Resolution re Committee for enquiry into 
the alleged military and police excesses. 
624, 634.39. 

SUMMER VACATION— 

Stt “ Vacation ”. 

SUMMONS FEE(S)— 

See “ Fee(s) 

SUPERINTENDENT (COMMERCIAL)— 
Question re re-employment of Mr. A. J. 

Doran as -, Moradabad Division. 

364. 

SUPERIOR STAFF— 

See “ Staff ”. 

SUPERSESSlON{S)— 

Question re— 

Confirmation of certain Electrical sub¬ 
ordinates as Assistant Chargemen 
North Western Railway resulting in — 
—of Muslims. 365-60. 

Filling of certain vacancies in Personnel 
Branch, North Western RailwayHoad- 

quartors Offioe, resulting in - of 

Muslims. 365. 

SUPPLY— 

Question re— 

Price control and-of essential arti¬ 

cles. 488-93. 

Stops for production and - of war 

materials. 6-9. 

SUPPLY AGENCY(IES)— 

See, “ Agency(ies) 

SUPPLY COMMITTEE— 

Question re meetings and function ef the 
-. 26. 

SUPPLY DEPARTMENT- 
Question re monopolistic supply agencies 
of the —. 448-49. 

SUSPENSION(S)- 

Question re-of privilege passes, etc., 

on East Indian Railway. 372.73. 
SWEEPER(S)— 

Question re reduction in Jiay of-of the 

Office- of the Controller of Supply, 
Bombay. 44. 

SYMONS, MR. N. V. H.— 

Oath of Office. 163. 


T 

TALK(8)— 

Question re desirability of political pro¬ 
paganda -from the Delhi Radio- 

Station, 191-92. 

TARIFF RATES— 

See “ Rates 
TAVOY— 

ueition re air raid casualties amongst 

Indians in Rangoon, MouJmein and- 

43. 

TAX(ES)— 

Question re receipts from now and en¬ 
hanced -, etc. 330. 

TEAR GAS— 

See “ Gas{es) ”. 

TECHNICAL MISSION— 

Question re report of the American-. 

443-45. 

TELEGRAPH MASTER(S)— 

Question re reservation for Muslims in 
the recruitment of Telegraphists and 
-. 17-18. 

TELEGRAPH OFFICE(S)— 

Question re abolition of the-at 

Manoomiikh, Assam. 2-3. 
TELEORAPHIST(S)— 

Qusjtion re reservation for Muslims in 
the reoruitmwit of—and Telegraph 
Masters. 17-18. 

THAPAR, Mr. P. N.— 

Oath of Office. 1. 

TICKET EXAMINER(S)— 

Question re partial re-imbursement of 
Coiinsers fee paid by certain Travelling 

-of Moraoabad Division for their 

defence in a criminal ca.sp. 375-76. 
TOLLS (ARMY) AMENDMENT BILL- 
Se.e “ Indian —— ” under “ Bill(8) 
TOTTENHAM, SIR RICHARD- 
Motion for adjournnifent re— 

Alleged maltreatment to Mr. and Mrs. 

S. N. Jauhar by the Delhi Police. 
338. 

Maltreatment to pohtical prisoners 
and detenus in the United Pro- 
Vinces. 459. 

Restrictions on Maulana Husain Ahmed 
Madani, Dr. K. N. Katju and detenus 
in the United Provinces. 469. 

Oath of Office. 311. 

Resolution re ban on the Khaksar move¬ 
ment. 469-72, 473, 474, 476, 477, 484, 
485. 



49 


INDRX TO LEOISLATIVB ASSEMBLY DEBATES 


TRADE UNION(S)— 

Question rt rii?ht of Raihvny--, ete., 

to assist a Raihvay servant at enquiry 
into his case, 371. 

TRAFFIC INSPfiCTOR(S)— 

Question r« Muslim-on Romhay, 

Baroda and Central India Railway. 
52. 

See also “ Inspertorf.') 

TRAIN clerks— 
iSce “ Cleik(s) 

TRAINEE(S) - 

Question it rreruitment of — - for 
appointrnc'ut as l>)puty .-Issistant 
Controllei'-s of I'uichase. 25'2<';. j 
TRAINING - 

Question re Bi'vin BOys soloetod fiom| 
India for——in the Cintecl Kingdom. 
455-.'56. 

TRANSFER(S)— 

Question r« subjr.eting of the old Oudh 
and Roliilkhund U ulway staff to fuither 
examination on —to East Indian 
Railway. 3ti3. 

TRANSPORT— 

Question re step.s for fullest utilization of 

all forms of-, greater u.se of producer 

gas and proper allocation of pnorit'ios 
for food.Auffs. 9-14. 

TRANSPORT FACILlTYdES)— 

Question re-for relieving the grave 

food grains situation on the Malabar 
Coast. 330-37. 

See also “ Fadhty(ies) 

TRAVELLING A LLO WANTE ~ 
iSec “ Allowanceis) 

TRAVELLING AND OTHER ALLOW¬ 
ANCES— 

See " AJloavanccds) ”. 

TRAVELLING TIGlvET EXAMINER(S)— 
(See “ Ticket EA-.immcr(s) 

TREATMEN T - 

Question rr-of tlie Congress Work¬ 

ing Committee members under deten¬ 
tion. 314-1.“). 

TRIVEDI,MR. C. M.— 

Motion re election of a Memtier to the 
Defence Consultative Committee. 76. 
Oath of Office. 1. 

TROOP(S)— 

Question re financial liability for Indian i 

-employed in the war in Far East 

and Burma. 329. 


TYSON. MR. J. D.— 

Dcpaitnient of Educ.ation. Health and 
Lands a Notification under the Destruc¬ 
tive Insc-cts and Pests Act (laid on the 
table). 65. 

Oath of Office. 1 

TJ 

UMAR ALY SHAH, MR.— 

Qucbtfon re unsafety of shops in Now Delhi. 
61-52. 

Question (supplementary) re wlicat position. 

no. 

UNrFORM(S)— 

Questi<7n rt -for Inins clerks on North 

W'estern Raiiw ay. 62. 

UNJON(S) — 

Question re right of Railway Trade -- 

etc., to assist a Railway servant at enqui¬ 
ry into Ins case. 374, 

UNITED KINGDOM— 

Question f« Bovin Boys selected from India 
for training in the ——. 456-56, 
UNITED KINGDOM COMMERCIAL COR¬ 
PORATION— 

Question re activities of the-. 613-17 

UNITED provinces— 

Motion for adjournment rc — 

Maltreatment to political prisoners and 

dotomis in the-. 4.5!). 

Restrictions on Maulana Hussain Ahmed 
Madam, Dr. K. N. Katjn and detenus 

in the-. 45S-59. 

I UNITED STATES OF AMERICA— 

(S'ee “ America, United States of ”, 

I UNIVESITY(IES)— 

Qucfit.on re.-tudent strikes, during recent 

disturbances, m-and mstitutions 

under the Cential Govornmint control. 
604. * 

university (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

Sec ” Aligarh Muslim-” imd<T “ B;l](8) 

UNIVEIRSITY TRAINING CORPS— 
Question re employment on aetivo sorvioo 

of members of the-. 176-77, 

UTILIZATION BRANCH— 

Election of a Member to the Advisory 

Committee for the-of the Geological 

Survey of India. 76-79, 339-50, 644. 
UTILISATION SECTION— 

Question re programme of activities of the 

-of the Geological Survey of ludia. 

90-93. 
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VACANCY (IKS)- 

Quo>iti;)n re ii'ling of certain-in Person¬ 

nel ‘Branch, North Wc.tern Raihvav 
Headquarters OfTioc, resulting in supv-r- 
session of Muslims. 3(15. 

VACATION— 

Question re long summer-in the Delhi 

Polytechnic. 125. 

VENDING CONTU ^C^{S)— 

See “ Contract(‘i) 

VISIT(S)— 

Question re —— to Great Britain of the 
Honourable the Financ- Member and the 
Economic Adviser to the Government of 
India. 326-29. 

VOUTNTEKB(S)— 

Motion for adiouriimcnt re alleged insult 
by the Delhi I’olicc to Lady ——■ lucUct- 
ing the T/'giylative Assembly Chamljei 
134-36. 

W 

WAGE(S)— 

Que,ition re — 

Depn elation of labour-. 11.5-17. 

Prescribed Government conditions for 
contractors as regards payment of 

-, etc., to their emplovces. 386- 

87. 

WAGE PERTOD(S)— 

Qestion re - fixed in Iccal oxoas on 

State It 111 ways under the Payment of 
Wages Act. ‘26-3-1. 

WAPITNG LhS'I'lS)-- 
Question re Muslim and non-Muslim candi¬ 
dates qn the - of stock verifiers on 

North Western Railway. 44.5-46. 

WAR— 

Question re— 

Extensions of service due to-in 

Railway Board and State Railways. 
63. 

Financial liability for Tndi.an troops em¬ 
ployed in the - in Far E.sst and 

Burma. 329. 

Ordinances promulgated since the oijt- 

break of the-. 93-96. 

Silver sold by Government of India in 
London markct.s sin the commence¬ 
ment of-. 187 

•-expenditure in Malaya and Burma, 

apportionment of defence expenditure 
and Lease and Lend position of India. 
312-14. 


WAR—oi(/i. 

Question re — :onld. 

-expenditure incurred and its ap¬ 
portionment. 323. 

WAR CABINET— 

Que-,;ion re position of the Indian repre¬ 
sentatives at the British -. 99-102 

487-8S. 

WAR IGIONT— 

Qii .tioii »e— 

Sci vuec' rendered bv the National -- 

during recent disturbances, 192-93. 
Subvention to, and position of, the 

Natiomvl-. 321-22. 

WAR MATERrAL(S)— 

Question re steps for production and sup¬ 
ply of-. 6-9. 

See also “ Material(s) ”. 

WAR PERIOD 

Qiiistum re steps for elimination of non- 
ci'-imtial work m Government offices and 
policy concerning official business in 

the ('entral Legislature during -. 

194-95. 

WAR. PRDiONKRfS) OF— 

Sec “ Prisonerfs) of M^ar ”. 

W AR REQUIREMENTS— 

Question re hots of -, articles manu¬ 

factured and drugs produced in India. 
35-40. 


WAR SUPLY BEQUrREMENT(S)-- 
Question re organisation of and assistance 

to industries for meeting -. 437- 

40. 

WAR TRANSPORT - 

Question re extent of dislocation in- 

resulting from the recent mob violence. 
23-24. 

WATER SUPPLY— 

Question re —— problem at Ajmer. 
44 . 


WEEKLY HOLIDAYS BILI^ 
See. ‘ Bill(B) 

WHEAT 


Questum re — 

Position concerning stocks and 
provluction of-, rice, etc. 95-99. 

Po'ition concerning stocks and produc¬ 
tion of-, rice, etc. and their price 

control. 119-23. 

-position. 109-12. 

WHEAT PERMIT(S)— 

Question re cancellation of-of certain 

'Colleges in Delhi 133. 
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WIDOW(S)— Z 

Question re application for compensation 

by one Musammat Ram Riari, --of ZAFAR ALT KHAN, MAULANA— 

Karan Singh, a paladdar on Shahdara- 
Saharanpur Railway. 54. 


WOOD, MAJOR GENERAL— 

Question re duties of-in connection 

with evacuation of people from Burma. 
493-94. 

WORK(S)— 

Question re steps for elimination of non- 

essential -m Government offices and 

policy concerning official business in 
the Central Legislature during war 
period. 194-95. 

WORKING COMMITTEE- 
Question rc— 

Arrests of the members of the Congress 
-, etc. 186-80. 

Treatment of the Congress -mem¬ 

bers under detention. 314-16. 
WORKMAN(EN)- 

Question re payment of dearness allowance 

to non-Government employees and-. 

336. 

WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION 

(AMENDMENT) BILL— 

(See " Bill (s) 

WORKSHOP(S)— 

Question re unqualihed employees promo¬ 
ted as writers in Loco-, Lucknow. 

45. 

Y 

YAMIN KHAN, SIR MUHAMMAD— 
Indian Ralilways (Amendment) Bill— 
Motion to refer to Select Committee. 
392, 393, 398. 

Motion rc the situation in India. 140, 
149, 166-60, 211, 218, 241, 250, 265, 
276,289. I 

Reciprocity Bill- 

Motions to refer to Select Committee 
and to adjourn the debate. 412. 
Resolution re— 

Amendment of Rules governing the 
grant of travelling and other allow¬ 
ances to Members of the Indian 
Legislature. 84. ' 

Ban on the Khaksar movement. 
473-76, 478. 

Committee for enquiry into the alleged 
military and police excesses. 640. 


Motion for adjournment re— 

Alleged insult by the Delhi Police to 
Lady T'oliintcers picketing the U-gis- 
latiVR Assembly (ffiamber. 135. 
Unsatisfactory reply of the Fmance 
Member in reganl to early opportu¬ 
nity for diacubsion of certain financial 
arrangements between the British 
Government and the Government of 
India. 428. 

Motion re the situation in India. 166, 216- 
19, 243. 

Question re— 

Avenue for promotion for Assistant 
Surgeons. 45. 

Solitary confinement in the Lahore Fort 
of Sardar Sardul Singh Caveeshar. 
179-80. 

Question (Suiiplementary) re— ^ 
Complaints against the working of the 
food control. 333. 

Financial contributions to the I^eague 
of Nations. 604. 

Repairing of the recent damage caused 
on various railways. 461. 

Report of .American Technical Mi8.«ion. 
445. 

War expenditure in Malaya and Burma, 
apportionment of defence expendi¬ 
ture and Lease and Lend position of 
India. 313. 

Resolution re - 

Ban on the Khaksar movement. 481- 
82. 

Committee for enquiry into the alleged 
military and police, excesses. 640. 

ZTAUDDIN AHMAD, DR. SIR - 

Aligarh Muslim University (Amendment) 
Bill- 

Motion for leave to introduce. 414. 

Indian Railways (Amendment) Bill— 
Motion to refer to Select Committee. 
393, 398. 

Motion for adjournment re failure to take 
measures for saving the building and 
record, of Railway Clearing Accounts 
Office, Delhi. 62. 

Motion re — 

Election of a member to the Advisory 
Committee for the Utilization Branch 
of the Geological Survey df India 
348-49. 
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ZIAXJDDIN AHMED, Dr."Sir—! 

Motion re— eontd. | 

The eituation in India. 146, 234-36. 

Question re— ' 

Bevin Boye selected from India for’ 
training in thei United Kingdom. 1 
466-66. } 

Damage caused to railway property | 
during recent disturbances. 462. | 

Precautionary steps against damage by! 

recent mob violence. 46.3. j 

Besistanee to rioters setting fire to the | 
w Railway Clearing Accounts Office,; 
i Delhi. 462-53. 

Stoppage of export of raw hide. 18-21. 
Student striltes, during recent distur¬ 
bances, in Universities and institu¬ 
tions under the Central (lovem- 
ment control. 604. 

Water supply problem at Ajmer. 44. 
Wheat position. 109-12. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Abolition of the Telegraph Office at 
Manoomukh, Assam- 3. 

Assistant, Additional, Deputy and Joint 
Secretaries in Government of India 
Departments. 181. 

“ Bevin Boys ” returned to India aitd 
their employment, 113. 

Complaints against the working of the 
fo^ control. 332-333. 

Delay in the disposal of the personal 
e£feots of deceased evacuees in Mad¬ 
ras. 382. 

Depreciation of labour wages. 117. 
Evacuees from Burma and expenditure 
on them. 382. 
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Question (Supplementary.) re — contd. 

Measures for ('xpeditious help to the 
Burma evacuees of the Malabar 
District 38, 

Ordinances ]iromulgated sinc-e the 
outbreak of the war. 96. 

Recent labour strikes m industrial 
undertakings. 88. 

Steps for production and supply of 
war Materials. 8-9. 

Sterling balances held in London. 317. 

Sterling position of Iniba. 311. 

Transport facilities for relieving the 
grave food grains situation on the 
MalaKir Coast. 336- 

Visit to Great Britain of llu* Honourable 
the Finance Member and the 15cono- 
mic Adviser to the Government of 
India. 327,328,329. 

War expenditure in Malaya and Burma, 
apportionment of defence expendi¬ 
ture and lease and lend jHisition of 
India. 313. 

Reciprocity Bill- 

Motions to refer to Select Committee 
and to adjourn the debate. 405. 

Resolution re— 

Amendment of Rules governing the 
grant of travelling and oilier allow¬ 
ances to Members of the Indian 
Legislatuio, 86. 

Ban on the Kbaksar movement. 462, 
463-66, 472. 

Committee for enquiry into the alle¬ 
ged military and police excesses. 
627, 628. 
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